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Commerce and Peace in the Enlightenment

For many Enlightenment thinkers, discerning the relationship between

commerce and peace was the central issue of modern politics. The logic

of commerce seemed to require European states and empires to learn

how to behave in more peaceful, self-limiting ways. However, as the

fate of nations came to depend on the flux of markets, it became diffi-

cult to see how their race for prosperity could ever be fully disentangled

from their struggle for power. On the contrary, it became easy to see

how this entanglement could produce catastrophic results. This vol-

ume showcases the variety and the depth of approaches to economic

rivalry and the rise of public finance that characterized Enlightenment

discussions of international politics. It presents a fundamental reassess-

ment of these debates about “perpetual peace” and their legacy in the

history of political thought.

  is Professor of History at the University of Lausanne.

   is Assistant Professor of History and the

Humanities at Yale University.

  is Professor of Modern History at the Univer-

sity of St Andrews.

www.cambridge.org/9781108416559
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-41655-9 — Commerce and Peace in the Enlightenment
Edited by Béla Kapossy , Isaac Nakhimovsky , Richard Whatmore 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Commerce and Peace in the

Enlightenment

Edited by

Béla Kapossy

University of Lausanne

Isaac Nakhimovsky

Yale University

Richard Whatmore

University of St Andrews

www.cambridge.org/9781108416559
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-41655-9 — Commerce and Peace in the Enlightenment
Edited by Béla Kapossy , Isaac Nakhimovsky , Richard Whatmore 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

University Printing House, Cambridge CB2 8BS, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

4843/24, 2nd Floor, Ansari Road, Daryaganj, Delhi - 110002, India

79 Anson Road, #06-04/06, Singapore 079906

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of

education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org

Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108416559

DOI: 10.1017/9781108241410

C© Cambridge University Press 2017

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception

and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,

no reproduction of any part may take place without the written

permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2017

Printed in the United Kingdom by Clays, St Ives plc

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

ISBN 978-1-108-41655-9 Hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy

of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication,

and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,

accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org/9781108416559
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-41655-9 — Commerce and Peace in the Enlightenment
Edited by Béla Kapossy , Isaac Nakhimovsky , Richard Whatmore 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

For István Hont (1947–2013)

www.cambridge.org/9781108416559
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-41655-9 — Commerce and Peace in the Enlightenment
Edited by Béla Kapossy , Isaac Nakhimovsky , Richard Whatmore 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Contents

List of Contributors page ix

Acknowledgements xii

Introduction: power, prosperity, and peace in

enlightenment thought 1

 ,  , 

 

1 Harrington’s project: the balance of money, a republican

constitution for Europe, and England’s patronage

of the world 20

 

2 The enlightened prince and the future of Europe:

Voltaire and Frederick the Great’s anti-Machiavel of

1740 44

  

3 From jealousy of trade to the neutrality of finance: Isaac

de Pinto’s “system” of luxury and perpetual peace 78

 

4 Eighteenth-century Carthage 110

 

5 Enlightenment socialism: Cesare Beccaria and his critics 125

 . 

6 State-machines, commerce and the progress of

Humanität in Europe: Herder’s response to Kant in Ideas

for the Philosophy of History of Mankind 155

  

vii

www.cambridge.org/9781108416559
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-41655-9 — Commerce and Peace in the Enlightenment
Edited by Béla Kapossy , Isaac Nakhimovsky , Richard Whatmore 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

viii Contents

7 Peace, commerce and cosmopolitan republicanism: the

legacy of Andrew Fletcher in late-eighteenth-century

Scotland 192

  

8 Liberty, war and empire: overcoming the rich state-poor

state problem, 1789–1815 216

 

9 Karl Ludwig von Haller’s critique of liberal peace 244

 

10 Pierre-Joseph Proudhon’s War and Peace: the right of

force revisited 272

 

11 From King’s prerogative to constitutional dictatorship as

reason of state 300

 

12 Afterword: peace, politics and the division of labour 337

 

Index 346

www.cambridge.org/9781108416559
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-41655-9 — Commerce and Peace in the Enlightenment
Edited by Béla Kapossy , Isaac Nakhimovsky , Richard Whatmore 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Contributors

  is University Lecturer in Political Theory in

the Department of Politics and International Studies at the

University of Cambridge, and a Fellow of Homerton College, where

he is Director of Studies in Politics. He is the author of Philosophic

Pride: Stoicism and Political Thought from Lipsius to Rousseau

(Princeton, 2012), the co-editor (with Elizabeth Frazer) of Ideas of

Education: Philosophy and Politics from Plato to Dewey (Routledge,

2013), and the editor of the new Penguin Leviathan (2017).

  is a researcher and lecturer at the University of

Franche-Comté, Besançon. He has written numerous articles about

Pierre-Joseph Proudhon and is editing the latter’s manscripts for

publication.

  is Professor in Modern History at the University of

Lausanne. He is the author of Iselin contra Rousseau: Sociable

Patriotism and the History of Mankind (Schwabe Verlag, 2006) in

addition to a number of works concerning political thought, political

economy and moral philosophy in eighteenth-century and early

nineteenth-century Europe.

  is a Reader in Political Thought in the Department of

Politics and International Studies at the University of Cambridge,

and a Fellow of Jesus College, Cambridge. He is the author of The

State of the Political (Oxford, 2003) and The Propriety of Liberty

(Princeton, 2010), editor of Lineages of Empire (Oxford, 2009) and

co-editor of the journals Modern Intellectual History and Max Weber

Studies. He is currently writing an intellectual history of the First

World War.

   is Lecturer in Intellectual History at the University of

Sussex. He is the author of Adam Ferguson in the Scottish

Enlightenment: The Roman Past and Europe’s Future (2013).

ix

www.cambridge.org/9781108416559
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-41655-9 — Commerce and Peace in the Enlightenment
Edited by Béla Kapossy , Isaac Nakhimovsky , Richard Whatmore 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

x List of Contributors

   is Assistant Professor of History and

Humanities at Yale University. He is the author of The Closed

Commercial State: Perpetual Peace and Commercial Society from

Rousseau to Fichte (Princeton, 2011) and a new edition of Johann

Gottlieb Fichte’s Addresses to the German Nation (2013).

   is Associate Professor of Political Theory at the Johan

Skytte Institute of Political Studies, University of Tartu. Piirimäe

specialises in eighteenth-century political thought, with a special

focus on debates on patriotism, cosmopolitanism and philosophical

histories of mankind. She is currently writing a book on Johann

Gottfried Herder’s political thought in the context of enlightenment

Europe.

 .  is Marvin Bower Associate Professor of Business

Administration in the Business, Government and the International

Economy Unit at Harvard Business School. He is the author of

numerous works on the histories of capitalism and of political

economy, including Translating Empire: Emulation and the Origins of

Political Economy (Harvard, 2011).

  is the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation Fellow at

the Max Planck Institute for Comparative Public Law and

International Law, Heidelberg, and Senior Visiting Research Fellow

at Sussex Law School. He is the author of Secularisation and the

Leiden Circle (Leiden: Brill, 2011). He is currently finishing two

further monographs, American States of Nature and The Republican

Patronage of the World: Secularization, Commerce, and Provincial

Authority in English Soft Imperialism.

  is a fellow of King’s College, Cambridge. His

most recent books are Before the Deluge: Public Debt, Inequality, and

the Intellectual Origins of the French Revolution (Princeton University

Press, 2007) and Sans-Culottes: An Eighteenth-Century Emblem in the

French Revolution (Princeton University Press, 2008).

  is Associate Professor of the History of Political

Theory at Erasmus University Rotterdam, Academy of Finland

Research Fellow at the University of Helsinki and co-Director of the

Helsinki Centre for Intellectual History. He is the author of Love,

Self-Deceit and Money: Commerce and Morality in the Early Neapolitan

Enlightenment (Toronto, 2008) and a range of articles and edited

volumes on European eighteenth-century political thought. He is

completing a monograph on European perceptions of the rise and fall

of the Dutch trade republic.

www.cambridge.org/9781108416559
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-41655-9 — Commerce and Peace in the Enlightenment
Edited by Béla Kapossy , Isaac Nakhimovsky , Richard Whatmore 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

List of Contributors xi

  is Professor of Modern History at the

University of St Andrews and director of the St Andrews Institute of

Intellectual History. He is the author of Republicanism and the French

Revolution (Oxford, 2000), Against War and Empire (Yale, 2012) and

What is Intellectual History? (Polity, 2015).

www.cambridge.org/9781108416559
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-41655-9 — Commerce and Peace in the Enlightenment
Edited by Béla Kapossy , Isaac Nakhimovsky , Richard Whatmore 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Acknowledgements

The editors would like to thank Anna Hont and Michael Sonenscher

for help with every aspect of this volume. The volume is one of two

books dedicated to István Hont that engage with the work of the great

intellectual historian – the second will appear with Harvard University

Press in 2018. Additionally, thanks go to the organisers of the symposia

that facilitated the development of the chapters, and especially two of

the contributors, Alexander Schmidt and Doohwan Ahn, whose work

has been published in other places. The book would not have been com-

pleted without the support of Mon Han Tsai, Masaya Kobayashi, Erik S.

Reinert, The Other Canon Foundation, the Estonian Science Founda-

tion (individual research grant No. 8887), the Center for Public Philoso-

phy at Chiba University, the University of Lausanne, the Swiss National

Science Foundation, the University of Tartu, King’s College Cambridge,

King’s College Research Centre and the Cambridge History Faculty. Liz

Friend-Smith has been the ideal editor at Cambridge University Press:

we are extremely grateful for her labours and for the comments of inde-

pendent referees.

One of István Hont’s most remarkable gifts was to bring scholars from

different places and backgrounds together, to direct their research and

get them to work collaboratively. Although he would undoubtedly have

been critical of the result, this book was developed in precisely such a

Hontian fashion.

xii

www.cambridge.org/9781108416559
www.cambridge.org

