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I--IISTORIC STUDIES 

IN 

V AUD, BERNE, AND SAVOY 

CHAPTER XCI 

IN October l 7 l 7 the widow of 1\{me. de l.o.fs de Warens' cousin, 
J·eall! Baptiste de la 1.'onr, nee Hose de Hovurea, nrnrried Isaa0 

ufon of Vevey. 1 

In I 7Hl occurred another interesting family event, whicl1 
fj rew M. de r ... oys de w arens and his wife to ]j::rnsanne. HiR 
half-sister, Sophie Louise, waR married to her kinsman, Dnniel 
Frnn9ois c1'-1 Loys, co-seignior of Middes, Trey and Ecnblens. 
The bridegroom was the son of Jean Hodolphe de Lo.fs, seignior 
of Marnand, ch:'ttebin of 1\fontherond and councillor at Lau­
sanne, his rno1!her being a daughter of D::miel de Studer, Baron 
de Belp, hy ,Jeanne de vVntteville of Berne. 'rhe de Loys clan 
gathered in great force on this occasion ; the old house in the 
Palud was the scene of prolonged gaieties. 

The ek1est son of this festive marriage rose to distinction in 
the French servicc1, nm1 as a general ofl:lcer with the Order of 
Merit retired to Lausanne about 1780, ancl hecame a frit~ ncl of 
Gibbon. He died unmarried in 1 SOG, while his younger 
brother, who also served irr France, carried on. the lino, and was. 
the ancestor of the present de Loys family of J_,ausanne. 

Private theatricals had early taken root at Lausanne, and 
Voltaire by no means, ::tfl some suppose, first introduced the 
taste there. I have already alluded to the scenic plays at the 

1 Information clerivecl from M. Dulon'8 MSS. 

VOL. II. Il 



I 
I 

2 J rISTomc STUD ms IN 

instoJ.lation of the bai.liffs, sucb 11s the Sncrilic of .A.b1·abam, 
by Th6odore do Bez , and th 1 hod w of Gamier Stauffacher, 
by Jos I h Duchesne; these w · vari a by paston1.ls and 

pithalamia. The following lines are t'rom an epithalamium by 
Marc avat, Doc or of Philosovhy, on th maniage of N bl 

nmaliel c.l Tav l, seigniol' of Vullierens nnd l ... t1 sy, with MJJ . 
de Salis: 

' (;ponx (1ui 0n tnute liesse 
Va~~ des arr10111·s do ta ina'.itrm:: se 

Uecueillir lero c1oux fruits; 
Qui des douc~urs de l'hymenee 
As sl-r imt'.: cettc j ourn6c 

Et l'ns priv i, c1' cnnuis I ' 1 

The Eclogue and the Idyll were then d ln mode, Fontenelle 
lJeing a. great favourite. 

.Although at Gen vn th · pr uud.ic against; private theatricals 
was v ry strong, and so remain d to th close of he century, in 
tlte chO.teatu an l hons s of the nobles at .Lausanne the leaders 
of society indulged in such representations. As late as 1707 
they were still imitaliing h · '.A.str~ ' of the Marquis d Dm·fe, 
tJie friend of Mme. de harmoi y, as ia s en by the c History of 
Ism~ne and of Corisante,' a Swiss tale, whose scenes are laid 
at La obrigie (Lausanne) and Ebrodini (Yvei·don); the per-
onnges being: Ismane, :Mme. de Vallefmt se)li i·; orisa.nte, 

M. Seigneux, chAt lain of th chapter; inilJald, th assessor 
de 8eign me; J3lug6ni me. oxat; Elise Mll . Guerite 
Doxa.t; Oorilas, M. Doxat d D moret ; .Agenor, .the bailiff de 
• teiguer; Eriphile, Mlle. de 'tei uer; Ipbite, M. George 
Roguin ; Delie, Mlle. Roguin. 

Towarc1s 1720 the fornncial movemPnt. set on foot by Law 
caused an amount; of specula.tfon throughout the Roman country 
which resulted in the accnmulation of large fortnnes in the 
hci.nds of some n w people,' while its ffects were also felt by 
tile old nobility. .A.t tbi tim J'l'l,any of t;he form rJ who had 
sudclenly a.cquir d mou y-like the Oalanr1rinis, th P lissa:ris, 
t.he 'l'helos 0ns, th Denkelmanns the Guigaers, the ogaers.­
purchnsed old manors along the borders of the lake, and s t on 
foot, a style of living simila'l' to thnt of Pa:ris. 

' GDnllieur, Etndcs sur l'!Jisloi1·.; L iill'ra i ;·J de la Snissc lPra;i.\'ffi.<c, 
pp. 27, 55. 
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Sin.t\ -l' J; rol.1l'ks that he remem bel'ec1 visiting one or the 
fu.l.est castles of the P11ys cle V v,nd1 in the hands of one of thes 

11 w-co:rn. rs. Wltil he was inspecting t-h apa~·tm nts th 
rvMJ 1; guiding him said, ( Here is the co1mting-room of' M. l 

Bo.1·o11.' 1 Tbis r mark might be tmni>forred to Pal'i.s in the 
pre ;nt ntury-i without finding anyone to contradict it. 

'L Dt'IlO)l says, in his num11sclipt notes, ther w re in the 
rw s <le Vauc1 lllllillY fiefs, groot u-nd BllHtll which w re pt1rcho.s a 
by strange.re of' n, nest extraction, by merchants or comm l'cfaJ 
peopL , especially fiiom enev~, by French i · fog es iu easy 
cil'C'UUlStiroces, or 'finLilly Jn peasants, who, J1aving am s, l 
0111e ruou y, lnuicl1as a this kin.cl of p1· p rLy, nnc1 oaJlecl them­

s lv. nobl because they wel'e vns"la,ls.2 Graduo.lly this new 
eleltl ut was co:JJ,fGunded with the older and the1·e grew up a 
new socinJ. . ito,llty wlii h eh- w its inspiration from the chi f 
capital or 11.Jur I' . JJ~t0l1i\ttn· uutl art felt i.ts b neficial i1'­
fl uencl', and J 1~nsa:nne becam , l'llOl'e a..n d more k;nown as a place 
of ag1·ee11bl 11esort, whil schQl!w.jl t.ll~·ongeu its schools to hear 
the tem~hiugs 0£ its mi.nent pl'O:fessors. 

Am ug thos wh s l'ep1it1itiou lr w Lhither y uths of 
pl'in.ool.r houses a,ud illustl'ions nnmef3, none waa mor. popular 
f1lla11 d Doys de Boohn.t himself, who while on a visit Rolland 
had met the c1rnrming· young lady who became his wife. 

In t~rn treasmes of La Grotte, T found a nrnnuscript letter 
(nnpnblrnlie<lJ from J.he future Mme. de Boc.lrnt-Mlle. Ruzanne 
~rr:rn9oi8e de 'J'eissonierc-a<ldressed to her future , ·pouse. It 
is chted Utrecht, December 20, 1721, when M. de Bochat was 
about quitting that town. 'J'his gracious epiH1,Je runs tlnm : 

' You do me too rn~ich honour, J\fo11sienr, in thinking thnt 
r~asu1~ nnd myself are rnseparab1e. I wish that I could wiUi 
8mcer1ty accept such a high compliment ; but I know on the 
contrar~ that my judgmen1; is often la.eking, and that. far from 
?ons~ntmg that she· 1>ho111tl quit me, I see her depnr1-, with every 
rnw.gmable regret. I ,._J1a 11 Jw. of' the same mind to-da,v if she 
rnak.,;; t.h~ slight1-~fi1• 1110vernent t<nvarcls nliancloning me. "It is in 
co11cc~1:1; with her that I attempt to reply to your ol>ligin"' letter. 

' )·on clo yourself a great injustice, Monsieur, iJ1 cou~J;e]Jj 11 ,, . 
I'> 
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me to dispense with my reason. Yon have no ground to fear 
it, if you believe that it represents things in their true light ; 
and if you have need of an advocate with me, I clonl1t very 
much if you could choose a better one. In effect, it Hays to me 
that you have nJw::i,ys shown such noble and generous sentiments, 
such pure views, ::tncl com1uct so filled with kind attentions, that 
I may be permittetl to thank you for them, ::trn1 to assure you 
that in this maUer of separation I am as much tonchm1 as yon 
can possibly desire me to be, looking upon yon, Momiieur, ::ts 
the person who perhaps most interest.s me in this worlcl, anc1 in 
n,ll that concerns me. 

'Judge then with what eyes I am :i,hle to cmrnjcler your 
cleparture. Nevertheless this same reason tells me that it is 
absolutely necessary. JVfalrn use then of your own. I beg you 
to calm your fem·s. Whatev<W disadvanlinge there urny be to 
me in such an examination, removed from all prejrn1ice, I exhort 
you to make it, if it can be of some utility to yon; in the hope 
that the support of your reason will assume the place of a too 
favourable pn1jnJice. I flatter myself that you Jo me jm;tice iu 
thinking me incapable of lightness. What then do you fear? 
Do I owe to yonr tranquillity tlrn assurance that my wi.~lrns are 
not contrary to your own? vVell, then I will say it: My reaROll 
permits me perlrnps to go too far ; bnt finally I bdievo that I 
risk nothing in doing so, fi11di11g it in accon1 with myself upon the 
sentimenis with which I have th e honour to lie, Monf>iem" your 
very humble aml vury obedient servant, 

' s. P. 'l'Eit:i80NIEHE.' I 

The writer of the above was tile heautifnl and accomplished 
daughter of Noble David de Teissoniike, seigni l' of La 1 in rie, 
who left his uo.tive province of Languedoc and established him.­
s lf at Paris, wh re h · dieu. Ris two brothers pass d into 
England before tlie I evocation of the Edict of N ant.es, 2 t\nd 
obtained such n foothold in that counti-y that one of them, 
Noble Jacques de 'J.'eissoniere, seignior of Ayrolles, became the 

' From the (unpubli shed) Collections of Mme. Const:i,ntin Grenier, :i,t La 
Grotte. (MS.) 

' Letter of l\Ime. <le Doclrnt to Mme. tle Corbieros (.Jnno 18, 1750), found by 
the author in La Gro\tc. 
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Britiah :Minist · o.t the Hague. After the death of David 
a ~r ias01 i're his brotl~e1· s family seem to have followed his 
fortunes at> 11hey w l' Rugn nots, am1 his residence at Urn 

ngne ~ppe1ws to have brought them thither. . 
.A letter of August 13, 1722, ad.dressec1 to Mlle. de Teis­

aoni ·i·e from trecht, indicates that 1".lie latter >vas then living 
at th Ru.gu . It iS written by Mlle. Henriette Ilapin, who 
nfterwM'Us signed the couti•act of mmTiage, am1 appears to have 
be n u,, t• latiive. It indi®tes the warm personal interest which 
all he fri e:Q.US of the future fu:te. de Dochat t>ntertainec1 for 

her: 
'I do not know wlrnt terms to malrn use of, my very dear 

friend, to express to yon the extreme regret which your absence 
can:;;es me. Since I havA been s pai·aiied from you I do not 
know mysdf. A cont.inual clrngri):I', ~~ melancholy to which I 
was entirely unaccnstomct1, a g neral, inclifier nee for o.ll the 
world, me the lca10t; effect.s. If anything Ol'lla give me pleasure, 
it is the thought of whal I hu;ve ·e11j0y cl in yonr society .... 

ity mo, 1.ny ileM ri j ud, in heiug obligod to dwell at Ut1·e ht 
whil yo11 0;1• aL the Iln:gne. ou doubtless perceived the in­
volunfm1'.'f tJ.\ {t I eomwi fl cl. Jn undoing my ribbons, I was 
grentily anrpl'ie d CO fl'nd two of t.lH-1 same colour. It is l'ight to 
restore to yon thM wliicl1 belongs to you, and I prny you to 
excuse my thoughtlessne:;s. Adieu, my dear and good friend, 
love me always, arn1 clo rne the rnvour to think that no one in 
the world is with more sinc<cwity or more inviolable attachment, 
etc., etc.' 1 

This letter be:~ars rt touching seal-a heart inflamed with 
tears-and this im.;cription : Ou'li1i1i1.e je s1ds. 

Still anr,ther letter from the sanrn to the same has survived. 
It bdongs to the year 1728, and is dated August ;J., at 
Utrecht: 

'I very greatly douhtecl, Mademoiselle my dear friend, 
w~ether rny. uncle would consent to my making the voyao·e 
with M. de .f3oclrnt. Deing- 8onm1ec1 hy me somewhat the1~­
upon, he put off the nrnttet· flO far that I took very good care 
not to propose the matter L1irectly to him. His original design 

G
. I I•'rom the MS. Collections or Mme. Constantin Grenier, discovered in La 
iotte by the author. 
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wo.s to couc1nct me himself to the agu ; but I dissuaded h_[m 
fr lll it becaus he could not refrain from B . iug nHmy of his 
friends who ar in Ii.hat town, and of dining or sopping with 
them ; and his health is nlrea.dy sufficiently c1ero.nged nnd could 
not beivr this extraorcJ ina.ry fatigue. It is, therefore, now r e­
solved t hat Germaine, wh m you douLLless know, shall accom­
pany m . . . . Imagin , my d ar friencl, l;b e impatienc · wllioh 
I experience, and which cannot be suq assed excep by the 
anxiety felt by M. de Bochat in approaching t~ Ha!,"ll , 
which is p l'haps a good deal to s ;y. The two days wliicl\ I 
have ahill to pa . without s•eing yolt se m t;o me like two 
centnries.' 1 

GHAl"_rnu xcn 

FROM a certificate of marriag and its accompaniments n w 
b fore me, i t a.pp 1.ws that the bl\nns w r publish c1AugDst8, 
1723, and the ung conph ent red into the holy state of 
mQ,t.rimony on the 2"th. The ceremony was enregistered in 
t.he Walloon church at t,Jrn IIag-ne .2 

The mar1·i11ig -cont:mct, dab d on tL 2Sru, names M. Ohal'l s 
G uiUa1ume d L ys, R ignior f ocha1;, profossor f Lnw nnd 
Histo17 in the Academy of Lansunne, as the future husband, by 
the xp1·ess conseI.tt of hi~ father, M. sruw de Loys, seigui r f 
Bochat, ancl Lieutenanb ailiff f Lausrume; and Demoiselle 
, 'uzrume Fra.nyoiso de '.reis. onio1· as the .£\tture wifi , assist d by, 
and with the consent o~~ Dame Eliznbeth J lllie de Harbes, her 
mother, witlow of .M. D:1vi1l <1e 'l\_.iRsonil\re, seignior of Ln :Me.i­
rwrif~ , m1tl 11. ;rac11ues tle 'J'ei:-;scmiore c1'1\yroller:;, miniRt.er of His 
Britannic Majl~sty to 'l'h,:ir High M.ightines~es tho fJt n,te1:1 Gener11J 
of the Unitecl Provincos, her patemal uncle. 

'l'he ::;arne cam was irnmife:::tt-id in this docu1uent for foture 
ofl:.;;pri,1 g afl wtt:; t::tken_ in the cnse of J\I. and :Mme. l1e \Varens, 

' From Orn IIIS. Collections of l\Ime. Con.stantin Grnnier, of La Grotto, dis­
cornrel1 by the author. 

" E xtrnit du fovrc des l\fariagcs de l'Eglize [sic] W!:lllomrn l1c la lmye [si.c] 
En Hollande. :Found in La Grottci by the t1nthor. 
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d with 1,ihe sruno r sul'bs ; fo11 l\J:. and l'iimc). de I3och::iJ, were 
:nve-i· blast; with n.11y obild1·en , 1~nc1 :1foer lwr death the g-real;er 
Jl.Wb of _he1' prop ~·ty WflS 1 ft t0 her nephew, George Di~yvenlun, 
~ibhon's :friend. .At the last momenl;, however, it appears to 
have oca~wred to the person p111ilp:-trin ~· this legal document that 
there. might b no child1'en, and t.11i:-i eventuality w:i.:; also pro-

vi 1ed t:or. 
mong the sign rs of this contmc;(; were tlH1 liric1e and 

biiidegroom; the mother of the bride (hor father heing dead), 
and the frt,bher of the bria gvoom (his mother being dead) ; the 
nucl of h" p11ide, J acquea d Teisfionil'm~ d'Ayrolles, and Eliza­
beth l.li' wif~; Julie cle Teissonitn·e (who afterwards became 
Mme. iJe lfo.l'J.Clel'C) ; :Madeleine de Teissoniere (who a few years 
after nrnrriecl Samuel Deyvenlun nml hecmne tJrn mother of 
George) ; :~m1 Solonwn de 'l\1is:;onie1·0. Ifonrietto de Uapin has 
already been mentioned. 'J'lll~l'l-J were abo II. 01Jrsel, and 
Gabriel <le f3eignenx, a man wl10 must not be here passed 

silently. 
Giabri t~l d,i Seigne11x, 8(-Jignior of Cl)rrevon, was a i1ote<1 rnan 

i1" his d:i.y, am1 was born in the ro:1rne yco,r as his friend and 
connection, tle Loys de Bochat. A ftcr c;rm1pletiHg hi .· legal 
stLH1ios nt G encva mH1 Haslc, he returnetl to Ln,wmnne and was 
appointed .iudgB of thH cliaptP-r in ] 7] il, ai; the ag0 of twtmty­
three; arn1, Jive year;; late1·, rnernhor of the Council of 'l\vo 
H nm1red. He now tl'a nillec1 in l''r~mcc and Holbncl, where lw 
was pn·sent ::i,t the abovti ma.rringl", mit1 whern tho Princess (1f 
Nassau, widow of the S l;adthokler, oiforec1 liim the post of Privy 
Councillor in l1 er liorniel1old. ] 'referring, however, his own 
co1111try, he retumeL1 thitli er n,nd fillml rn::tny high offices. 
His wife aml kinswoman, Esther de J_,oyR, brought l1im tlrn 
8eigniory (If Correvou, whosR titlu lrn enjoye<l. H e wns corre­
Hpom1ing member of the Bngli:::h f.:lociety for t he I'ropngation 
of the 111aith, anc1 of the Academy of l:darseilleH, ali;o rme of t.l1 e 
most active rnemlJerR of the Economical ,"ociety of Ilel'lie, 
as well a'4 of tliab of Lr1uRanne, over which he pre::-;iL1ec1 from 
itH fonnchtiou. He was, Rn,ys c18 Montet, the author of some 
treatises upon law m1<l theulog7, of manyt.ranslat.imlR of Germm1, 
BngliRh nrnl Italian w01·ks, am1 finally of pnurns lfo:ti11gHif:ihec1 
by lightness and g l'ace. H e ahio occnpiecl himself upon a 
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literary history of Switzerland, which he commenced with de 
Loys de Bochat, ancl for which Sche11chzer furnished a areat b 

number of materials; bnt this work never saw the light. He 
is mentioned in Voltaire's correspondence, and was on intimate 
terms with nrnny other leading minds of his century. 

I remember well the portrait of M. cle Seignenx de Correvon 
pai:ited in 1767. It w::tR one of the interesting family portraits 
wlnch adorneu the drawing-room of the latC:J Mme. Bacon de 
SeignmlX, a very intelligent lauy, and a connect.ing link with 
tlie la~t cm:tury. She was tlistinguished by the same gaiety 
and wit wlnch characterised her kinsman (1abriel, with whose 
shade she had acquiretl a certain friendship. As I sat listening 
to her conversation I glanced from time to time towal'(ls the 
portrait of Cinbri.Al, who seemed to smile approval on the witty 
observations and reminiscences of his clever relative. The old 
and ben.utiful t::tpestry, the embrnifl(:n7, the quaint furniture, 
and the many family relics which snrronncled us held the place 
they had long maintained, and it occasionally seemed as if I had 
steppecl from the present century into the last, and wa.s convers­
ing with one of cle Seigneux' contemporaries. 

Gabriel cle Seigneux' admiration for the fair sex, like that 
of his friend Fontenelle, often assumed poetic forms. On the 
?ccasion of d: Loys do Dochat's wec1cling he broke out into fiong 
111 the followmg somewhat rucle fashion: 

''.L'cmhcs clesil's qua l'Hymen(1e 
~o!t l'enclrc _:10complis en co jour, 

Pl111~11·H qn'umt la c1estin6e, 
Et c1ni n'etes l'ien sans l'amonr,' 

and so to the concluding stmrna: 

' Des fcnx <1ne la delicateime 
. ,Et le vrni nH'1·~te inspira, 

L Hymen, cornlmt par la sa.gesse 
A fait eolOl'O nno tenclresse, , 

Qne ]'al110llr eternisera.' I 

If tliis were ft ll that he had ever writtC:Jn the followino­
critici1:nn, which George Deyven1un passecl upon him in hi~ 
Journal. (u:1~1ubfa;hecl) a quarter of a century later, would 
appear JUSt1fwd: 'He has wit anc1 learning. He is a poet with 

1 Frnm \.]1e M8. Collections of l'l'bne. Comtn.ntin Grenier. 
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ruuoh pl'ide, and during his life h.e has made mai1y bf).d pieces 

at u few good ones.' 
g~o.in of allowa;i1ee should be made fo1· eyverdU1l's 

aviu nt ill-humour, for he was excessively sensi~ive to what he 
wus in,elh1ed. to onsicler personal slights, and de 'eigueux had 
a self-lmp,ortnnt oi1\ 1111d would not pay much attention to a 

oubh of tiwenl•:f· Deyverdun, in fact, confessea this f eling 
with regard to M. de J3renles on this account. 

Two years aJteJ.·wards, de eigneux o.dili·essed a. letter of 
folloitalri.o:us 1;o Julie de r.reissoniere, Mme. de Tiochat's sister, 
who was about to pecom Mm . cle Maucl re. H writes from 
Ln usnllll,e, April 2 9, l '7 25 : 

Ma<l.em isell ,~I slt nlJ not merit to hav ver known 
you, or, thn.t wlri h ia th so.me, to have tastecl all the pleasures 
whioh delicacy <Df hea.1~t a,nd. 'Vivacit-y can give-I should declv.1·e 
)J})'aelf' v n uuwo1•thy of the ki,lifu:tesses with whfoh you 
l1onour .d m dnring my chnnning sojo·u1·il at th Hn.gue-if I 

otlld bel).r of your marriag withoub hnat ning to ap1,htnd it. 
' on mu.y tillillk, p0rl'.u1J1S, with your ordinary modesty, that 

in v rytlliog wbiob cone t•ns ]:OU nearly, I o.pplaud without 
ret on. I will l' ply t you, i1de.moi..ael1e, that it is not easy 
i;o deceive the J>li11Jlio, esp cinUy 1ih enlightened and judicious 
public; nnd 'that thos who le.no"' yoUl' taste will run no 
1iisk in saying 'OOo muoh concel'ning yonr choice. . . . 
With n ~eoll t l' llligna)lO fi 1· lllll·~·l'ia.g you hnY liatenecl 
to what has been said to you concerning it, without doubt 
because its cause w::ts eloquently pleaclecl JYfay it not be the 
result of the reflections which I took the lilJerty of sometimes 
making to you? For, after nll, tbe most indirect circumstances 
ancl the smallC:Jst in appeamnce contribute occasionally to the 
greatest e:rents. I shall be most proucl if the decision which 
you lrnve JUSf; taken should prove to be the fruit of some one of 
onr c~nversations. You will rememher, 1\fodernoiselle, that 
some.times they turned upon this subject, and that I then took 
the liberty to attack your system, which I called prejudice. At 
fir~t., you _were pleased at engaging in the diBpute · but finall 
fatigued t 1· · ' y, br1ttle m con rm ictmg me, you yieklt1d to me the fillld of 

' . " The force of my reasons overcame your preconceived 
not10ns, and we scarcely ever finished our chapter without some 
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mark of conviction .... I have tmTiet1 over this sul1ject; with 
!tll Urn pleasurf-l whid1 a man shoul<l trcke who interest,;; hims(~]f 

in the mos \~ lively manner in your glory. It only rernaiirn for 
m e to rnab' a thousam1 vows for your happiness : 

" ruissc lcs pl::lisirs et les j enx 
11cndre votro union si belle, 
Qn'on en ait janmis vu de tellc 

Assn,ison1icr L1c si c1oux nmutl s.,, 

[and so on for thre1-1 v:~rses whioh it is scarcely neoe~;1:wy to 

c1uote]. 
' Yes, 1ifatlenwisellt'l, I nni persuac1ecl that people arp, 1niH­

taken, and that you are more prop1n· than anybody else to 
reconcile those two g·OL1s (Hymen and Cupicl) so that they shall 
mingle for yon their flames, and fi rmlly remler them l>rilliant 
ancl \lnrahlu.' 

In a postscript lte alludes to a wa.,·er ·which had evi(lently 
passed he!;ween them 011 the possibilil:i'es of her con~entiug to 
marry : 

'I flatter mYsdf foi· 1.lrn rc81",, J\faclmnoiselle, that I h[l,ve [\, 
mortgage on the weclding, on account of a little liet which yotl 
lmm by your 11t:.'.l'riago. My tablebs rwe inscribed with this, ancl 
it will authori7'e you to pay mo a compliment which Morn;ienr 
de Mauclerc cannot {incl rnisplace<1.' 1 

In a letter writteu on th~ same rby t o Mmo. c1e 'l'eissonii\re, 
he refer;; to her iopeecly ll ep:i.r!;nre with her c1al1ghter fon11 the 
Hague for Pomerania, am1 rmy,q : 

'Inasmuch, :Madame, ar; you ioust choose a new country, I 
ardPntly wish that it miglJt be OLm3, or, at leGst, that it rnight he 
one iwar t(J onr:-J. 'l'lH'l c1i 8tingni::;b1,,a kim1ness which I have 
expPrienceil in your charming family gives me the right to 
declare these sentiments. 1 cannot prevent myself from having 
t,hesP thoughts, in which I am foi ·ti6.eL1 by Mllle. c1e Boclrnl, 
wit.h w horn I t ighten lhily t he kn()t8 of thro most perfect frieud­
;;hip. She is eminently suited t o be a fricmcl, ancl, although I 
r;honld rnako but one m1ch [Lcr1uisitio11, I slwukl have :Jufficieni; 
r eason to pril1e myself npon my good fortune. On my siae, I 
am so Emtirely bouwl up in h<;l' tl1at I scurc8ly know how to 

' Letter found in L:i, Grotte by the nnthu;-. (MS.) 
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, 'Pl' S!I it, antl if the entu· country wer mine, this deal' friend 

11hortlil J1av the right to <Us})Ose f it. lb is only those pm·sons 
who 1,tl'e the most nearly llnit d to m by blood who could 
l)isput her rights in this respect. 1 

lettel' which lJ e wrote about this p ri d to .Mine. d Bochal; 
l1ea1s in 11aally warm, though mor .figurative, term~ : 

· Madnme1 l.lJl.d v ry dear Friend1- T come from tbe ouncil 
wit•h all imaginable impatienc to i·elnt · to you o. surprising 
adv ntu,i· ' hi h occurred to me this motning. I wa8 1· tul'.nillg 
l>y chnir from the country, where we were given yestel'day ~ 
mo::it ugr eo.bl pa\1ty when.. in_ tihe delicious serenity ol the nil', 
I beheld d velQp.ing [), c1oud of m st e ·traordinary brilliancy. 
lf, wn!l like a litttle mountain of lively azure, relievefl by a. glory 
mfogl t1 with th colouts of gold l:\nc1 fire. 'Iltis cloud descended 
insensibly to within a. shorb distance of me, and open a; and I 
snw issu. 1'.l'om it th mo t amiable ona most :mi~estic go 1<1es , 
whose sotm nil' }10 t,i; lttW 1n•ese1vad for us. Ju th midst of 
the blar11e whi.olt la,zzlecl m took this _magnificent spectacle 
fb1· th? 1·esult of. some of th v:1pt)w·s f un ex JlUsite win 
in wh10h I bad u1r1ulg fl~ or ~ 1· 'bi.le l' mti.ins t n be11uti.1'11l 
d1•Am11 wit;h 'vhicli. M l'pl.i 11s lmd 111l1ellish d last night my 
mpmre. 

'1'3he had :> 11 the gracwJ of Jiove, f1Jl(1 all t he sweetue~8 ot 
FrieJl(l;;hip. Too enligl1 te1rnL1 to b ti blinclfolLltHl, tuo Slll'lo of her 
l~ea11ty to ha:'~ HC All oi' J,be at·m3 of t lie small g od, 8Jt0 was naked 
like V enus n ;;rng from the sea : 

"i\fai;, millc foi s plus bcl k 
Et m oins coquette qn'cllc. ' ' 

';vlrnt cham1H ~onlt1 not my eye8 Jw.vn <fo.; covtw(~rl if t.hey 

f
had oeen leHs l 1ew1ldernL1 ! At lw1· feet Wt1f; 0, o·olden ,,~s· e 
ro 1 o ""., 

m w ienco came forth a flame too purt: to .kwe need of 
matter, and too full of life no!; to r~m1u1·e "]""'"" T . 1 
et • J · · · - " " '- 'J '0 • · WO CU]Jl< 8 

J
o nail e(l i!; .w1.!;h. cnre, ant1 as8urell Dl<j thai; it oftnn incrnased 
mt nevt~r dmim rnlrnd. ' 

1 
UnpubliHhecl Auto<•mil'l I -tt . f A .1 '"' _ tho 11nthol'. " ( JC ·Cl (/ pn _.,, 173;; , lomHl in r.:i GrotLc by 
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''l'he mouesty or the pride of the goddess Jid not give me 
time to push my rmiearches further. She spoke to me: 

" A cc son de voix toncha.nte, 
Douce, argentine, piquante, 
De qnels donx frumi;;scments 
Ont 6t6 frappes mes sens ! 
Et qnelle oncle vive et pme 
Portant au fond de mon coom· 
Un gout ternlre, nn gout r& venr, 
Par son clelieat murmme 

8cf\t mienx du Dien c1'Amour-- Mais taisez-vous, ca.useur ! 
Vons alliez de ce dieu renouveler !'injure." 

' " Learn," said my goddess, " that to-uay is for you one of the 
most interesting f' f~tes. It is that of --. I see that you 
a.re ignorant of it, because you have not yet crowned it with 
flowers. I d sire to bestow some upon you, in order that yon 
may offer t1rnm t.o her." 

' At this instant hei· intenticm wn<> fulfll1t>c1, for Flora, per­
fuming the air with her wings, flew to the feet of my divinity, 
accompaniet1 hy the i ephyrs. 

' "Pardon," saitl she to her, "tlm huming heats whir.h have 
impoverished my garden, and fix yourself the price of the poor 
garland which I now offer to yon." 

' 'rhereupon my goddess, um1uing the sweet and brilliant 
chain, giwe me sufficient to form a bouquet, which one of the 
Loves took upon himself at my requ st to carry to you . 

':My divine prutoetress then diisappeared, and I returned, 
fillec1 with the icleas to which this magnificent spectacle haf.l 
given rise. 

' It is to you, 1\fac1ame, that I owe them. I send yon a 
thousand thanks; nm1 it is to testify to yon my just gratitude 
thnt I join my vows to the flowers of Love.' 1 

CIIAP'L'BH, XCilI 

Lrr-E ni; V vey, like that in all moderate-sized tow11s, uamilly 
passecl quietly. As at J_,ausanne, the highest class indulged in 
private theatrical 111musemeuts, nnd especially in cards; for 
ther w i·e many without occupation, and tills resoUTce 1 ecaro 
indispensable to them. The atnounta lost or won were extremely 

' Autogmph Letter found in La. Grotte by the a.uthor. 
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slight, rarely exceeding a crown in an evening, 11.lt.hough at 
Lausanne foreignern had brought into society 11. taste for high 
play, which, later in the century, was developed to Gibbon's 

osb. 
..AJr.Lbition bo.d no great liekl 'I1o belong to the bourgeoisie, 

an<.l ti b a membet· of th Council, were considered neoo.~sary 
a.clj'unets of a grand seignior, and accol'dingly we find t hat 
M. de Warens obt!i.ined the bourgeoisie in 171 G, and became a. 

1uemher of the Vevey- Oonncil in 1725. L He seems 1;o have 
alwa.ys 1)een one of those chosen to welcome the highest autho­
·itief.I on their arJ.'i v-nl from Berne, to explain to them the 

situation of government affairs in that locality, to entertain 
them at his house, and to accompany them on their excursions 
through the bailiwick. 

'J'he inlrnbitants at, this time, as earlier, insisted that Vevey 
was f,he prettiest town in the PayH de Vaucl. They enlarged 
on the beauty of their surroundings, and called the nttention of 
st 'aNgers to the fertile heights nnc1 the magnificent amphitheatre 
m~~re1 willich thl!ir st~ttlement was pbced. ~ 

Vevey hatl now almost recovered from the confla<>'ration of 
0 

1688, the year ofM. de '\Varens' birtl1, which had consumed entire 
streets. On June 30, at six o'clock in the evening it broke 
out in the hourg of Oron-Dessus, am1 lastec1 until nex~ morning. 
Over 230 houses were destroyec1, tlie win<ls carryino· the burn­
in?· embers in all .c1irectio.ns, ancl especially beyorn1 St. Anthony 
bridge, wh~se ne1ghbounng houses were nlso destroyed. Many 
persons perished. Gomwn sent J 5,5-1.0 florins to the sufferers. 

This great fire swept away some of the medimvn.1 features of 
~he plac~, but enoug!1 remainec1 in l\f. cle vVarens' time to give 
it the m~· o.f an ancient and fortified city. Even now these 
chamc~ensticH can be traced, and they lend much to the 
attract1vern1ss of a spot on which Nature has 1m7ishel1 so many 
charms. '1

1
he inhahitauts were then for the most part of in­

dependent fortune'. ai~d distinguisheL1 fo1· their wit, polished 
manners; and hospitality to strang·ers. The delicious air, the 
gooc1 society, the country pleasures within ensy reach t1

1
, , e many 

M '. MS., Note.~ on M . . de Lojs de Warens, fnrniHhecl to the author b th 
n~,ci1us CLll Loys-Chnnclieu. Y c 

T B- J;ouaga aii Suisse, par Helene l\laria Williams traduit de !'au I · 
· · · oay (1708), ii. l'.JG. ' g a1s pru 
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excmsiomi, tlw HeighLourhoa<l of atli1•aetiv La.u.sanne, i;]H>, 

plea::;nres of the lake-all combined to attri~ct p el'SOn:lgcs who 
~tclJccl to the rnsonrces of V evey. 

It i:o evident that chuing thi.1:> period M. and fut . l'le l"V1m~w; 
exn·ci:-oecl n, (1l-·grne of ho:-;pit.rdity rnrn·l~ in uccorda.nce with their 
im pulsr.H than their fort;nne, anc1 Macbme m;pl,cially seems 
graclrnilly to h:wc got into the lutbit of spending rnor tlian her 
means wnrmnkd. She appnars to havt~ hem1 t;lrn life and ~onl 
of the society in which :-;lte moved, and in the surnmei· was 
conskmtly engaged in devising picnics arnl other amusements. 
Not long ago there was fonnd in the pavilion which sh(~ in­
habit.cc1 nJ, the Bassets a portion of a ll~tter in her ham1writing, 
describing an interesl;ing c:t17 alcac1e of ladies and gentlemen who, 
under tlrn clirect.ion of herself ::tml lrnslmm1, Imel the day befonci 
made the n,scent of the Dent de J-aman. 1 

'l'he religious tern1ency of Mme. <le vV::trens' mind hacl always 
shown it,self in her letters am1 conversat.ious. It is S::tll to think 
that one so beautiful, clrnritalJle, ancl gifted, and so enc1owec1 
with excellent ideas anc1 sentiments, should have been ll~d into 
desertion of her husband on account of a cliffereuce in reli:~'ious 

opinion, in which, perhaps, an ambition not experience<] in 
early life hacl some share. 

It was at this pi~riocl of her Ji re, when no breath of culumny had 
toucheJ her, when the rebtious oC buslxmd and wife were those 
of entire harmony, that H.ous;,enn -intimates that slw accon1e<l 
undue favour to a certain seigni.or of Ve.vey. After recounting 
in hla peculiar style the m t bo<l in which her 1lfjoilli1nc0 was 
brollght about, he a1>cribes to her the most contmclictoi·y chamc­
tei:s, endowing her with n wm·m heart lmt an entirely cold tem­
p rnment, and accom1ts for the wealmesH of which he accuse;.; 
her by asserting that ah had lJeen imlmeJ with sophisms tlrnt 
made her unwilling to deny anything to those she loved, 

Doppc1;, in 11ifl ::tpocryplrnl memoirs-which M. Dufour con­
;;iJers were founded Irpon nutes g~thered from conternporarics­
mentions the acqu:.tix1tancu of thiR gentlemuu with lifme. de 
\'Vareuf>, lmt reft'r~ it; to a period Lefore hel' maniage, ancl g ives 
it au t' n1 in;ly imwce.id; el1a,rH.cter,2 

1 L<ittcr of l\[1110. Olivier, of I'utits D°'ssds, to tbce f\nthor, April 5, J :\:i'.l , 
~ .ill,111wi;·t,:s ll<i J::l ·md. J.:- lVar~ns et de Claudt: A1h1l (17HH), pp. ~J!J et~\!~. 
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Jn p~ssing, I must sa.y tbat whoever writes upon the subject 
of Mm . de Warens must not overlook Doppet'}.l volume; for, 
nlthough he Wilo8 unacquaint d with the cfocnme11ts now known, 
@d ther fo1•e could not pmpe'l'ly control the information he 
po s \<JS d. his work confoins n. few authentic statements inter­
minglP.d with its multitud of errors. On his few facts was 
or cteu a mor or l ss imposing strudnre, whose materiah> 
w l'e di·Mvn from his imagination. To indicate the kind 
of mis,fatement in which Doppet indulged, I may cite his 
assert.ion that Obnde AHet first mac1e himself known to i:rme. 
de Wan'ns in Savoy, wlrnretuJ his family LaL1 for years been in 
Urn scl'l'ice of the nol1le house of ll(o la Tonr, ::tnc1 their con­
nect,ions, the IIugonins. 'l'he Jotter;; i,n Doppet/s volume from 
Mn10. lfo VI/ arens to ~Ille. de: P--- of Villeneuv<>, and th1~ 
mwlies, are evidently inventions of the pret1~ 1H1t~c1 editor. I1; is 
011 ly 1w0<~sf;:try for me to 1111,nt.iun one proof of thi::; : she speaks 
< f hl'<r fa.I.her ar;; alirn nillt"tecm yeai·::; aftPr hiR death. 

'.Ul
1
10sB are specimens uf thi: incongmities i i Doppet. l 

l1Irnst, h( ovcv~w, repeat that in a foll examinat.ion of t.h(~ ~rnhject 
this volume nrnst not b1 .\ neglectel1, l1ecanse among all !;he chaff 
t l~l'1rn an~ :>Ollltl grainfl of wlMat. Fur example, DoppHt mentio!lfi 
'tl1ut1 ponr liL Danel,' wliom a r1 ;cent writer took to ]JO CI:-in<le 
AtH\lt .. It now h11''.18 on1; that such a perflon wac; really for many 
Y''ars m tho Kt'l'VlCl~ of Mme. de VV:1r1Jns, afl.er tlrn death of 
Anet. He also mentions the l1ou.·e of J\f. Flamlri,n at Nezin. 
'J~tic t.rnth of this rt&rAnce ifl confirmed hy :i, letter to Franvois 
J!abre, latdy published by lit J 'ules Vuv.1 

In rm nnprejndicr c1 investigation of, the matter, I have never 
br·:en able ~o meet with anything except Rousseau's slanders, 
and :~almnmeR clearly tra,eea b] tj to them, ref!Pct.ing r)Jl the virtun 
< f 211.rne. d~ \V ~rens. ln the long lt-\tter nf -M. de Warcms con­
~er~u~~· lns. w1fo, wJ'.i.clt I slinll presently qnote, ther" is no 
md1c,Ltrnn of any "'l'lCV:lnc · t l 

' o ' e agams ier, exct•pt her unbridled 
rixti::wngance n,1,ul hc"t' conversion to Catholicism-which lie 
att.L'lbn1Rs pm·!,Jy to a111Lition. 

\VJ1at g·:we Mme. de \V n,rens lter de1,lo1·able C8lt-:11rity ? It, 
wa~ tln( she h:i, 1 t) · f 

' , , . . c ie uns ortnne to bo bc:spat.terec1 by the filt.lw 

, 
1 

'.~I. lit1tum"s Ucsen,1«licH r 
.Sal'01s1cnnc (ld7tl), p. 7:!). OH ionsseau anll ;\Jn1c. de \.V:i;·cirn' {fl.:1;u t, 
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pen of ono who was llrnler the deepest obligations to her, and 
who revrnnleLl her motherly care with characteristic ingratitncle. 
'['he most r:;olid par!; of Rousseau's character wns his insane flelf­
love. In this instance lte dicl not hesitate to blacken tlrn name 
of his best friend to aclLl a picturesque feature to his self-por­
traiture. It must be rernemberecl that ont of Housseau's vile 
statements an entire literature has grown. 1 

The sfories disparaging to Mnrn. <le vVarens' character 
current in her own country h:we been usecl by some a8 corro­
borations of Roum;ean by pe;·sons who clo not reflect t,Jiat they 
all arrn:m n.fter the publication of his 'Confessions.' No contem­
porary but Rousseau ever matle any such insimrntion , nor waf.\ 
there any such gossip until slrn hacl been dead twenty years. 

M. cle Warens wn,s a man of quiet disposition, who livPcl in 
harmony with his wifa, n,ncl encleavonrecl to make her life lrnppy, 
though lte seems to lrnve possesseil a somewhn,t narrow mind, 
and to have been over-carerul in money matters. 'l'he first 
discords between t.hem may be fairly roferrecl, I think, to the 
pro1ligal tendencies of his wifo, whi.ch i11Crertset1 as she grew 
older. Moreover, to cover the expenses of hospitalities beyoml 
their means, she resorte1l to vnrions commercial expP-dients fur 
raising money. Two years before the separ::ttion she estahlishecl 
a silk-stocking rnauufoctory n,t Vevey, in compn,ny with :::. 
certn,i.n JYL St. Am1re, frequent.Jy mentioned hy 1\f. cle Ware1rn; 
and ::;ho carl'iell on this business inclepe1tdently of her hushaml, 
who was opposed to tho project but, without sufficient force 
of will to make her abandon it. 

It should he notecl in this connection that the cause of her 
embn,rking in this enturprise was n,ttrilmtecl hy the Bernese 
bailiff at Vevey to her desire to give employment to the poor. 2 

This is i;1 entire harmony with her subsequent life. 
It will be seen hy the stn,terneut of M. cle Warens, given in 

1 The wide interest folt in Mme. de Warens is cur.io\l&ly illus ~l"a. ted in some 
of the notes of l\I. Baron, .cantonal archivist at 1'!\Usnnne, bound up 1n 11 copy 
of Doppct's book, ancl po1yitecl out to rno by 111. de Montet ln the llb1·m·y at 
Geneva. One of the earliest let tern of Napoleon r. was 11. request to M. Patil 
Bardo, pnb:isher [\t (Jeneva (and, by the way, Gibbon's booksello\·), to send him 
the Mc~110Jl's ,o~ l\:fnrn. de Wl1rnns and Cbrnle Anet (now known to be un­
authcnt10). 'J:hrn lottm.· was seen a fow yearR ag fralJled iu the shop of M. 
·!oel ~herbullie?., one of DarJe 's wcccssor,:. It is dii.ted July 29 1788, wlum 
its writer was tt young wb-licntenant of artillery in garrison at vd!cnce. 

i Inventory prescnte_J to Their Excellencies of Berne in 172G. 
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the n -.,.;b c.lrn.pter, that in his petit.i011 for di.,ro1'CA t;horn if.: iu 

trn.c of n. :URpicion of niu.y nnch::wJ,(l eou1foc1; on J1in wif" 's part, 
whioh conl<t hi~rclly have been tho c:11 ·e if tliern hn11 hRi> n. ;mch 
c nt.innal misl.:> hnviour as Rousseau nllcgnn. 

'J11.ta r lig ioU,s faruiticiam and oxcitoment which wel"e nrour><~d 
at V v y by hat· 11.ight and cou_versi,on to Catholicism would 
lrn.v Jlciokly b1·0.ught 1i<i> light any wenknefJSef; of" this nnturo. 
h1it I lin yet to find the sllg1Jfa~s1; tmco or s1w1)icilJll ()(' sucl; 
tenc1c-mcios in J,ho pust life or tlio lrn1;ed c 1wert. lf t.!01)10 
OJ pose to this t.he ge111m1.lly l'Ocoivml impn·s:.iinn ns tr lier 
frailty, I can only reit,fir:d;o tlin.1; tl1e world nJ; lnrvi~ (-)ap·(l'lv 
welcomes evil r<1porl;s oman::iti11g from notorious 01· ~e l e i 1 ~~ato;·l 
porsouR, over which an n,i,r of rnma11c0 ha.s ]Jeon cleverly c:wt. 
11onssea.u hn'8 S<?t on foot so;m1 of 1.Jrn most wicked arnl 
d:11:g1mms t!H~ories thnt have cnrs(~d Uu~ wol'IL1, and in Urn 
smn·t?.h on 1\fnrn. d1-J Wartins' mt•rnm·y m~y h8 l'l'~C:: ,d ] · l' trail. , , ". , ' , ·l:l i rn r: lll\\' 

In H.ornmean Wtll'O two n~t11rnK--0110 wl1ich conr;ori;i~d wiLh 
angels, Utt) ol;hn, iit c11nJ1)a11iou of di·vi!L• N J 

. . . . , '' · . 0 !Hall liMJ 
e1mnciaf/e1l lofi'.H"l' H!eas or eviiwA<l mo1· 1 ~l1 l). · 1·· r· 
• .• • . ' · l " ll .mrt .1011 o wl1rtL 
is be:rnJ,ifnl and !'( lmP .. d. Hnt J1is tren.8011 ,1 C''l' f'ci· ~ 1 ·1 · 

d 
' ' '' ,, , ,, ,, y [j(l'/1,JJl'>l· 

women, wcwe ia,bolicaJ, and he seems to reg·a,rc-1 J-]1 ' 1'1· f'.' . " 
t 

. . . ' ( > l·_, con l~ ~J f;1on 

:is n, ,0norn<mt. Bnt here ii; rn the I'l'VPr-·e If' I ,_ J , _M . vV , , ,, .. IV 1a1, ll~ t]ll. j'il fl[ 
lll~.· do m·turn he trne lw_ wt'. '' n scon1J(lr(~l ((n· l'ecm·c1iu,. i.I;. ii" 

nnt1 mi ho was th~i groatcr vtlbw }\JI 11 , (- .. . b_ ' · 
} f . j · < • , Ll' C,tJl ]ii; l:i:Llll ill J1is 
le ence is, t. rnt 1ns 'Confos8iol'ls, \V(-)1'0 \v1·1·i·J-011 J t . l "i' ·' 
1 . . · '" a «-l 1t1 1 .,, , ] 

rn mmd was nnhinri·ed a11!1 lrn ·11"]1""v"c1 I . If" J ,, v. wn 
• '" . " " , . lll'JWC\ . t 8 j . t ,. 

umver;::al pel'secution. , · d , o JJec 01 

I have purposely nmcfo nw~ of lhe . 1 
whieh b.nvna,-.. e per1;1i1-s in cl-1~ :, ·J- .: .' IJ.lo ~ ; rnoderat0 turr1rn 

' '" . ' ' - .. 1 ,J,C ,e11s11 I()' tlH' bt:t8 .. . ·1 · . 
Rou >:."oau'11 conclu.ct towards 1\1'me ·1 - l ;\~, -. , , i~ cmvau lGl'< of 
tl 

- . - . Cl, v l:t.l'('llS 'l1H1 [ t t '] 
11;1 gentle JJJl1.lllHJr in_ which l l t, - . , ' : , - ,J'uN ,, w.J; 
I 

· · rnvc ,1 L ~aJ,ed tin-· , -1. -1. c la~~cter will n~t !m mif::ipprehcude(l . ,, C.\ ornon rnaJ"y 

.I he first rehg10us ele1uent.s of , . " . 
d "f' . m.,sens1on bctwec 1 I n.n w1 1~ ma1l1 t.lrnir- :tIJJJe:i,. 1 -· · ,JJ rn1na111 l 

p . rnnce w 1(~ ] J\ifnw 1 r· . . 

"m11eva11x ca111 ,1 frorn Fvi' 1_ . . · · -' · 1 e _Jll)'f:l de 
II ' . I -' ,Ln .o vrnit som e frie1Ju. J· .\' 

· ·~ 1 msh1n1l Ji1)lo1wp,d tn .. , _ . . - -'> a 1 nvny. 
of Havoy wliicl1 (-~1:roneot~'~ a). UCJl(,]:j, n.1~c1 dmtrng.ui~:lJ r~d r;1mily 
1 I .. .., y c n.)Ill(' Ci COlllllWI- -. . 

l c . j().\7R nf J_,:mi_i:mnp. and . . , ,11_111 with tl10 
V L. ll . - , , coni::erpwn.tly w1t11 M. dr! \A/"a1·r,11r,; 

c 
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himself. She seems to ho.ve l'ossess cl an intrigning mind 
thorollghly d · v t d to proselyt,ism, and soo11 acquired nn 
illJl.ueuce over [me. de Warens which was us d to perv rt 
her from her original faith.' The task was rend red asier 
by Mme. de Wu.rans' journey in the pl'eceding yen.r to .Ai , 
OhamMry, and Geneva. aring he · sojourn in Savoy o.t thttt 
time 11he seems to have be n impre sed by thei a.ttentions 
received from high personages in th Roman Cnth lie 01.iurch . 
On her arrival at en va she was entertain d by Mme. 
d Gallatin and thers, and freely expressed the pl asure she 
had experienced in Savoy, and h r ilisgust at returning t he 
l'ays de Vaua. 

Dm:ing the winter of 1725-6 she was ill and in the spring 
sent to M rges for Dr. Virid.et, who, recognising that h r illness 
was dn to p rturbatrion of mind more t han d licacy of body, fell 
in witih.he1· humour, n.nd prescribed the waters of Amphlon. Tbis 
nabled her to make bar preparations fo1· a parture to Evian 

without arousing suspicion. 

CI:LA P'l'T<JR XOIV 

'l'HE crisi ~ in tJH~ liv0R of )\J. nrn1 J\'[1rn~ . (fo Y'Y'u.rens was rl"acl.wll 
on the 11ight; ol' the 13tl1 :mcl .I 'J.tb of .Tnly, 1 nn, wlwn th(1 wil'1; 
departed fo1· Evian never to 1·e1lt1r1i. 

The memoll: which M. de Waren.a addressed to his broth r­
in-law, M. de oys d Middes, who had marlied h is h:.i.Jt:.sister 
Sophi has never seen the lighL,2 and is fill d with a. qun.ntiby of 
striking d tails, which bring to bear a series of new faets on the 

1 MS. Notes of Baron do Gingi118 on Mrnn. cl e \V1Lrcn;;, from the archives o! 
the Mo.rctuli do Ltiys-Oha.udieu. 

: 'fhls was written in 1880, when Mme. de J,oys de Treytorrens ho.d placed 
the.mo.nwmript o.e tho n.uthor:s cJ!sposnl (~y 0. letter to him ol august 213, 1880). 
Owing to d~y in the Jl?blicntion _of my work, _l'i:I. do Mo11tet printed In 18!)1 
M. !le War ns Rt.n.temen t tn French m the Mf1mo111'68 t f. Doc·um.,n{s rlc Zti Bwiss1J 
.Bomomtle, seeonde aerie, tomo iii., with "' val.un.blo introduction o.nd no~es the 
whole presented in his usunl elen.r and tidmirable atyle. l3ut ns the state~ont 
has nevei; appea.red in English, a.nd ae ibs oir1mlo.tion in Freno.h is reRh!icted 
the author pnblishGll it with Ute abovo preli.JnillB.r.y note writhe.u in 1880. Th~ 
document iB now in the possession ot the Mn.rquia ue Loys-Oh1111dieu, to whom 
02)' th<l.n\rn '1.l'C cr,pl'Cirtlly 1)t)8. 

\I A ll l!, H lmN r•:, A ND <;;\ \ 1)'):' 

wltol story. Although bh e7e11ts t ook pln.ce ovre1· a ce11tury mirl 

3 hn.lf a.go, t he situa.tion, the f:&ct-;, ~.lrn v01·y expr<~·'':; iom1 , comfl to 
ue with a. fre~bu BR belonging t0 t.lie pro~enf; . 

On nee uut of h~ 1 ngth of thiH uniri.ue document, I had 
thought of pr senting only a, brio[' analy>iiA nf ii;, hn1, now fo 1 
certain my rendel.'e! will njoy the whole. '/.'he romantic chn.racter 
of t.h Stol'y, +.he dTl1-tUOitie interest of itfl details, arnl tlw intima­
tions it oout:nias of o.n()[e1tt lw , make it; of pecn liar impori'ance. 

The lotti!r is ~; t,itchr.d i11 pamplikit. form, and cout.ains sixty­
liix: paw>,s. 'l'hc lianc1writing is that ol.' l\f. do ~Varem;, and i13 
bolJ, firm, brgr1, and lf\gible. It m1H1t be rnmom 11errid tlrnt it; 
wa3 c:;i,llll11 forLh hy stn.t.nm1'ni.8 concet·ning M. de vV'arons made 
hy his c1i\'Orcc1l wif1~ , in a p1ei'.ition prescn.t< ,1 hy her to tlrn 1 'enatp, 
o Chamb1i'iry a Rl1ort time heforo. It sco1m1 <ln~irrLb l e to rAcall 
hrieHy f;Ju~ rnovtJllHmts of M. and Mnrn. <le \.Y~wens from 1720 
npt@ tlrn l1im0 when th1 letbw waH wi·ittrn1. AftPr her flight to 
hvilfl,n, s11c w1,n1-, In AnnAcy, nn<for tlrn esc<H't nF t;wo gnnJ.Jeirnm 
o'li ·,h bgdcha.1nh01r, eight <,ll' tlrn ki11g's grmnl, a11d a g1,n1,l<-1worna1t 
M J~~'ia i, and t.lwre in the convm1t oi' tlu~ Visitatiou al1j1m;d lw1· 
Prot~,~t:mtism. It waR Qll Ute nc<::u,;ion of tl1is c1>r1'.lrJOllY tli::i.t 
r::lrn as~11111~·11 !Jrn a1l1liJ ,i1mal Darno nf g]eonnn,·, ·in ltononr of ]11' t' 

I'~\ iginmi :! pnn~or , I.ho I'rincn s J;~] (eonorfl oC HPss(~, wl1icl1 11a 11rn 
lmi;; prnv1:11 a stnrn bling-lJl.ock: t;o many of her co111 111cntnJ.or .c, ; foi· 
in the lmpt.ismal certiJ:ic:.i.l;o s lto if3 cfos i:•·irn.ted ~; imply [1.'.) Fr:mi~o i ~:u 
J)oni~1~ , wlrnreas in her rnorl;rmry rec:orc! the mLmu l~liionore is 
i nsert1"ll 1 

As Vidor A mat1mrn Jin,<1 tak0\n lrnr 11nd 'l' his proh!ction, Jit.1 

grnntet: lwr :.i.n aunnn,l pe11 si011 of fifteon l1nnllrfld liv1·m;, 1;owliidr 
the lfa:hops of Ann ecy and of M.aurimrne en<:l 1 t1(ldrn1 a 
thou::;an d . 

. V\Th_en 'f'lrnir R·u:elJencies of' Berne rccei vc~d news of Jier 
ah.J nrn.trnn th ny cmtlfocal;e<l her property in t;he .PnJ'fl Ur-3 Vand 
n1111 nJt,wwar1fa waived tlwir rightR in. favonr of 1\L de W'~i.rnnR' 
to whnm thoy vr::i.ntcd a divorce with the rio·h1 j ' . ' . . ' · ,, · · .. " , ,o re-marry on 
acco~nt of ln r> form1~1· wil'e's desed;ion nnll ab1· uration 

J I ' .. "''> . . . 
n I .i:.., Nhu was still m~·idin!' :.i.t Annecy ~lw<)l'i.)n<i 1· 1 · . 1 . •) ' ' . ' u 'u l , , 11 rr. 1-

g10rn1 < nt.H•s t1111l goo11 wo1l:f:>--her nci1,.hbo11r nllc1 frj 1, 11 d M. -1 
C1~w1,i-; s·· , , l . .1 . . c~ .. • • c (} 

· 
1 .1.~ A mi couc net was enbl'uly exl~mpt from n,ll snfl picinu, 

' Le.tL cr of M .. On<mod to th ci flnl;l.tm-, April 20, 1:1112. 
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fl1Hl Hafo rw·(' n from bho c:11nmny which commonly p1usuns 1 1ew 

co11vm·1;s when tlt<:y havo i.nJ.e1led and l1eauty '--·-anll at t.hi~; tinrn 
i1rn ti.t ul·ed legn.l p1·ocl:'cding £;, snlliciont.ly oxplai nec1 in 1"1 . clo 
vVm·(-m H' Jet!tW. 

'L'he m::nnrncript is emlonmd : 'L1.:etter wri tten from :Lon<lol! 
Sr-lptembcr ~ 2, 1173:?, J;o 11'L <1o J\:Iiilcl-:s, rny brother--iu-law, i.n 
reply to his of tlw fil;h of tl:w Raicl Sc!ptrjmhcr , on the snlJ_j cct; of 
tl w rrn it which the {fo.wyrmlo had brou:,;l1t a:iaim:t j\•J. lle \7iJliiTrlin 
rny fotht~r, in garniHheeing t-llC f.Tl lil S wl1icl1 wr~rn llu o to l1im in 
H;:ivoy, by the or1lor which r;he haL1 ohl--a.im;<l from Lho })c·nato of 

Cham1>6ry.' 

LETTEH oF JH. rm ·w ,\nu:mi 

Your let.t f'.r, my Vfiry dc-\n l' brn1-.lwr m1t1 frinnd, of Sqil~rrn ­
bAr 5, N.R., Las on the mH-\ h::rncl afford d me a. real pleasn r hy 
informing mu that all the fam il y t njoy p rfect lu':tlbh, ano bv 
i-.]1(-\ now nssnraJJ.co yuu gjvo mo of your f1iendsl1ip, which wiil 
n.lm 1.ys 1JR very Clertr to me ; on 1;ho other hand it has mortified 
me extremoly in se0ing the rniw perrec LLtiom; ·whi ch tlrn 80,1iny­
unfo lt:ts lovellod againc;t rne, n,m1 e;_:per!ial ly 1.l 10 cal mnlliomi 
irn:i.n1rntions and the mi worthy nwai 1s :Jho hu:> n~r>Ol'tt'cl to for 
her @cl 

Long :i.go, T Hlio11lrl 1uw1~ fiMn w i.th ploasurn my father mtire 
the RrmJ R cln e him i.n ~Javoy, hc.cn,m:o I ktv1~ alwayr; fo:i.n::d so1r 10 

c;-1)(',-!li i -j(l.rnl )o in t.hat c1ircctinn. Nev"\r1 .hde8~, 1,)1 .,; :i.1;tc:mp1; my 
u c-1 s1ortl'o~s lil[Lcl e in 17 38 to re-obt.~1. i n her pn-itm1ilu11 prop1-:i:t.y, 
and to prevent the so.1 , h(l.vi11g hecm wi1;hout; sncc1:m;, anc'l sbo 
h e.wing remained since theu entirely silont-altlwug-h r;he wa.F: 
not ignorant that Messieurs d1'. la B:d;i1~ 1 nml _L() .Tomw :z won) 
debtors of my fo.thm·-I flattered rnym'!lf iltat l w~~" 8hid llw1 From 
lwr attacks. I had finally como, wi1;h j;J1 <-1 n.irl of tlL1-1 two lJrn::i; 
(l octors--'.L'ime mid R<~fleci.ion-to rngn.r<"l m; ::i. S l;oic tJJat tragic 

po h of my lifi , a.nd to F.lupporl; with pati0nce tho unfort.unn.tc·i 
situationiJ1 which she ha.tl pla. ml nm. 'J'hi.s bst; attrick li:i.s fallen 
up n me like a tbund rbolt. I wrtfi uru1ble to road th e copy y<)n 

sen.t me of the petition presente11 to ~lH1 Senato of Olrnmlh-y 
without being p~n trated with tl.10 rno:ot lively po.in in soeing it 

I r. v11i •; And: do Twys, n o.ron o( ]1~ l1:tthi e, in Chn,hlr1i.", fln,y r:y. 
· l.'rol11d1ly 1.:"-' p•-l•·r, .,11 from \1·buw r:\w hi m iJ tho h1111:;r; af, ]!:v i1in in l'lfi ·.L 
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fillc '.cl wit;l1 1'11ppo::;e11 facts, wit;lt circnmsktnces 0 111".in-~l y contrn.ry 
t<,1 tlw trnLl1, :mu my mur>t i:unocent. sl;eps <lil1gui sec l in the 

blo.ekest colo111la. 
A proc; diL1g' so dark has renewed so freshl y the rnemo1·y of 

all my evil ·, a,nd hns struck me :io lmri1 tlw,1., 1l evoun~a by tJw 
g1·i r1:1 I W:llA oblig,ed to keep to myself' in orcler nnt to allow t lrnm 
f4 appNu· to any on 1 I feond lt abNolnJ-,c~ly impm:uible f'or two or 
tbre do.ye to writ tlu:ee lines c01rnecnti.vr ly. Ji'inally, having 
recov l'C!d B littll from n1y bewilderment, and ft!1'ling the nect!f;­
Rity or l'l\[llying to you at once~ , I C01lllll0HCO t.o do thic; uow on 
tJ10 fomLh cby; Jmt my miml i s s(;il] so ag i liato<l t hal; I am£ rcm1 
to c1niJ; n.m1 to rceitalrn my prn1 at, (3:1<:h in8frni t. 

Not h[i,vin p; a11y of my p:ipm·:, \Yith mo, it has liu m neces8:i.ry 
for m~ t,o work from nimrnwy ; and if I had nol; t:1bm 1;]rn pt·o­
CJa.11tiQ11 b> m11kt1 ~k e1l,ch n1.•on fJ:otch HO mi to arr:rnn·M n1y i<l1~ 1H ;:.~ , ' 
~on woukl l :tVl~ lX:t:n nnal;h1 to c<nllJH'ohu111 in any 1 1w,rn1t~J' my 
C< Mnsll' il sc.ril1l;ling, awl I ~ Lill fo u· gw:11:ly i;Jrn.I; n.1y letter way 
l\ii>[l)r t.rnt<;"~ of" ir.. ~will at1Ll nothing to t hi c; 1n·o:un lJle, w lti,~h iu 
;;ilr1. :-11 y loll l1;1'l'g, r·xcc;pi; to say t.11al, I lla l,h·.r rny r:c-iH" hh:1.t 1;] 1,J 

rn:.~ ii•imM; i11:,i1nrnt.i.n11s cunl;ai1w1l in t.he p1·t.il,i1m in ljlll~;;l;i n 11 wi)l 
ni.:1tlrn lit~ illlprr:~;;;io11 upon l:l1 c\ rniwls "f t lt11 )lc-11wm:' 1;n w.horn I 
~mv~1 t;ho h 1>ncH1r to 1) 11 krn1w11, an<l 1.h:1t J-.]Hey will tlo lll<) cJti,ire 
.JHRl_we. I .!1:wu i.J1e ri;~·ltt l.o J1 npt~ thif>, fol' lllY co11 d11cL hns 
f~11'1r~;Jy lJ_vJ.11•11 tl~c·St \. accu.r;ahinrnl ; n10r1·ovur, thi:; cloc lllneu{; iB n, 

t1srsu r- of JaLwlu111rtt: from ono entl lo !h1• <i [-JL -'t' , ·] 1" L . '· • • 1 1 .1- • , • t · 4, v L u . a1·t-; b L11 l :-,; u 

clmn:;y t.hat Ll11:.y aro anp:1.1·1·1d; nJt-, l;l1 n fli-0i; ,-,·1~ 11 ,.,. I ~ .~lo v v, 

Nol,11'i!:hsian1lin g· :ill th i ~ ac; i111i·l11"111 ,.' 1"" 1·11 , 1 ( · '" · ' . ~ ·' c.i ·o uo:ir -o un 
honest; rna.11 1.J1an hi:, lt1J 11 ()nJ' a11ll hi" 1 ·c·1-i 11 t·t~I·<)Jl . ·1 l · . • ,-, • • I• 1 ,l,] l( l:LV'lllg" 

nnt·lnng lo rc11ronrh rn yr;df y,·iH1, c;~cei't ton 1 ,.r~··t \v<···l -11 ., i" ' 
_ . . i ~ 1" l '···· (· ~~.d or 

a 11 om:m whqm 1 harl allo11 H1 to gai111_,oo mnclt or nn n~cc-•11dt l1 (;y 
ov1·1· mi, f cnnlr1 no1; liolt'l 0111; a"":1.in~ I; t]1·,,. l·i c-'· rJ.lt'" <l ,: ·,. 
"[- "' • "" ' - " 11 ' t - ,v · rn 1tla IC() . 

L haR nnnplnsf;;od mo, an11 madC1 ml' 'rn r i·:-. 1· "ll 1·!1" i I J l ,, 
1 

.. ,. _ . . .. . - ·· - V °' , Q ·1turea::; Jae 
no " 11 h< 1"nl.l.\' mh mn.h, f1·101HI Lo wLm11 J, . . I -l Jl· . ' . - - - Lil li ( O JH'll rny li1' :1.r /:. 

,IVJ_Jt.((, a_ Ji.j , J .l<.-~ llllh111'd0nr,cl 111,YNClC to you i11 tl1ir> ld-f. : , l " 
Vt'rllf"l<i'rl f - 1 • - , .01, \ '1 l O .~O 

,-,,_, lil"D,~ }'illl j-,o lJfi.l'l 011, f Cil lll B 11 0\V Jo f.]1_1' f:1 c) .:, 
Lr.j, ILH hr·urn hv j 1 ·.. 1-·1 · l · l · · 

l 
,., " ·ttJ., pt• ,1 11on, w lll'. i m :-t w·n.i·!, Wlll"i.JJ\' i'" 1:1 

l1 'l Ct1 fJ" j · l l . I (-) 

(
·
11
• , 

1 
~1111 IV wnr:"' li: 1c111f\J w 1.t·':·1. Ji-, i :; :1,dtli \oii.' '<:0•l h(> j ,Jiu ;;;;;· 11 "1.·c· cif' 

· 1n.rn w· rv l::r J · · · ~ ·•· · · 
, , - . . . ,_._(_l\V on~· 1c; it1 ~ 1 r1 r: e t. \ 1i:~ t.r ibr.n;"~ h~ri··· n · p ,_,, . l 

nl h -t·- , l . - - . '"-"~ . , , . .,1' i U'~g<» 
· · 1" '' ,\uc ~i.ch,; pa:;acd 111' 11r , ~ ,1 11 nl; l'.)' h -- i· l"IPD ,_11. _ l ·' · ~ 

, , ' "''- l 1 t ' ~.;u ~jl"'C l :s t'J A. 
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'l'lwir Jj:xeelleueies ( and who ga.ve tt) ib a rigld, tu cout.rol 1;Lr; 
clP.c;ir:;ions of 0111· ~overeigns? 

Hut le i; llB eon1.inue om· exnmi11a1;ion. 'J'hc extract she give!l 
from the nnfortunate contract of l713 is faithful. lt istlrnoHly 
part; where she spealrn accnmtdy, :md r:;tatl•!i things a· they are. 
~ho hail caniell with her her cupy. dhe i:mys thm1, tlmt r 
11? 1J.;!fi:i/, luw prope't'ly -w1d:il l '7:.lG, ·1nif h1111 t c<m81:;1:1 u.n!J ·i·11:i'<mlu;·y lo 
lie ·~;iu.,l,c, •11:/i;1'.di •i.t 111ti.~ ousy lo du 11;·.:L/i. rM irnr.q 10i i.1Mc01./, 1101·so·;1 •. 

I iow can ,;he ClillljJbiJt in tl1i::-: l'esp1~ci;? 'J.'hurn wa:; on0 jnclic.:i­
nlly passed at .Mo11t;i·eux nJtur 1;li o 1l e:d;l1 of li er fa1;hfH'. Vario11r;; 
copil!8 were rnaih~ of i1., Rigrn;d by th1·\ el Tk, rmd otw wari givl~J1 
fo DlL\. 'J'lte othul'~) l'fltWr, tlll~ t1 in tJ1e h::LllLh oi' licr rnJal .ivetL r 
g:i\'e them a 1·ecci11I; frn· 1.Jil, dl'ed;~ i wltieli th1~y rrn11ittcd to rne. 
'i'hnmi corn;i~; t ;ed iit real iwnper l~y wlii(·h eou.ltl ttui; Loe rnado u.wu.y 
wi l.h wi1-.J10u1; it- s b<,i11g pel'Cl!i.ved, i_n Cn1·11i l-.ui·p wl1ic.:h p1erid 1o::i by 
rn;agn, aiul iu HlJllJO ll:LT'l~ni wh<>f3CJ exact \'idLw l do 11ot rell\t\ltth1 ,1·, 
lrnt wl1iGl1 wrn1lll iwt exc ~C;l[ a i,ltouc;aud. crmrn:;. 

L 11101·1;ov1}r ;,;111,th·.ll ti fot:ll nceonnr, L'li' di.v-il;iou lx;twecn her 
e<Jwiin cle .la 'J'orn· :.wtl l1t1l': l t~lf. VVo ea<.;.it l'<' Ct;iveL1 a CO\)}', tiig11c1·l 
by all tho::;o internr;tud. lL a ppoat'>:l 1·,o urn that tl1011e [ll'Otediow1 
W 1\ l' ,.1 lllOJ'(-1 l)1 a11 1;J1tlli..;iont, and .i.1; mw;t bo thougl1t Llll'"Y :ippt:arud 
su to l111r fo.111ily, l'(lr tlwy havo exacted 1t0tltin;~· morc-i from rno 
iJ.t tltis rm;ped, alt-,l1ougl1 l'itE\Y would h:w1i a persoual inte1·c.st in 
cm;e uf' 1·,]_11" <1 1,; ;1,l~h of l ;]H~ c0111pbinaut without c.:liilLlrnn a.ml 
iutl~ :;;1 .ate. 

The :ut.icle or her pctitiolt H"g'lLl'('lu1g 1·.Jrn pn-ii e nded donation 
?ii l· l <',,. '1•i·11us }'!ISHt:ll in 111.J' f_~_1vom· nt Atmec:y in Hept ern i>lll", I 7:2G, 
tlirne mrmtl1K nfLer l1 i>. r dcf;e1·til)n, m·ises from i:he l.Jlackestrnalico. 
J.ts sole UJ11l i,: to g i.ve n ~;ini,.,tor imprel':siou of me l;y inveHting 
f':u.:ts diredly n1,1pl'l8H(l ii<> tlH=1 l;1·Hth, w~U1ot1t therl! lw.iug the 
sligld;c:::st l'en.1 ad1r:rntago to the )Jt\1'8011 wl10 forgt~f:l l;hern. lJet 
i1 s briug to ligl1t all t;hc fads. ]~et llN enkr iuto nJl the d.1'.tails. 
l ri>ik 11otliing iu 1foing so. 'l'hero i:;; notl1ing to l)() fom111 wlmt­
cv<-lr whiclt c:1.n i'Of.if:ibl.y pl'ejml_ico the ehar:i.cter of a Prnte,;.;tant 
( :}n·ic; t-.iau and <L in:w of honorn·--til;l1~8 1uore precious 1,iJ nrn Umn 
lif<', and wlticlt] lwpe wil;h God':; help to 1nak<:J prof'e:sBion of 
uuh1 lily l:.1Ht hnlai11. 

'J'o h1~ a1· he1', w(')ulc] not; nnn ::my Hrnt l h:-\cl gone expH~SRly 1;o 

Arnwcy tu !tt1vP. thi.:; lille pi•? CE~ faiJ riCfl,1:\-'d r A11u yet t.hern "; 

VAUD, HJWNE, AND S.iVOY 

<l t. • 1 h in thifl 'tssertion 1 nrnde tlrnt journey only not a wor o ,,ru . . , . . . . 

t f ]H'l' u r.,·<~nt IJr;i.vcr:>, aLlL1resstlc1 to mu m two letters 
~ill accomt o · ·,-, J -1 - I 

A , , J ha(1 incloet1 HO much rep11gnm1co, t ml, 
frotlll m1u .. y. - - , .' . - . " _ _ 

\cl j . 1 e nrnLln it at ·1ll if tho poor deco:>HeLl 1' rm1.mte8, shou . no, tav , , ' . . . . , - . 
1. t .., v houso at Vevey when_[ received the bst lctte1, 

w.uo was a -.i , ,] ft 
he.d uoti psi.·.si:uM.1 d me to do so. It., w:is only a Jew na~s, ~ - ur 
our return fr m i'Jie 6l'st voyage to lJerue, wher e he had ,~cc~~-

1· ~-"' me and during tho t,inrn th:Lt t.hey wern oecupiet rn 
1'00 

t'U 
1 

-. J'l · 1·, II · 1 l dra,wi~g up the inventory ordered by '. :w1r -~X('~\ e 11c1.<~H. .t1 

found tbnt;. I might ob!iain so11t e:1 rnmful arlva.nt:i.~·o 111 ~ahu1.g t'.lm1 
course, :i.11(1 t.hat at lu:ist it eould caitr;O nio 110 kmcl of preJud1c.:o. 

I yiekfocl tu his reat3onin;~. _ _ _ 
I anived :i,t J\nnr:<5y 8eptemlm1· ::>L [l'i?.Ci] towm·d8 mgh1;. 

As my deRerlires;; lodgl:;l with 't,l1e ]:.Hlics oi' tlw Annuncial-,iou, 1 

I ~Hcl not judge it a.prupos to B e he1· that sa11w day. 1 COLt­

tentecl mysdf with ~l)nc!ing t o her St. Andr6, who had accom­
pnniec me in this excun:i.on, in od r to inforrn lier of my 
am·ival, :irnl tu ~ny t.o IHir tlt:Lt I wiflh,,d j·.o 8t10 Jrnr on tl10 
fo !@wing tby. Shl~ se.nt Lo ar:;k rne to co11w iu the nrnrn_ing at 
a certain hr,mr. 1 went. 

]i founc1 her in hl~d, :i. posil.ion wl1ic;.h sl:e l1m1 ;1,pp:i,rently 
chosen so a-~ to cover a part of her confusion. 2 VV hit t.en.rr; sho 
asked my forgivu1.H~~,;. T h:i.cl al way11 )Jeon so l.Jlindud with 
rRganl to lwr, ttJl(1 had al low(\(1 lwr Ho t\JlLiJ:uly l;o govL11·n nw, 
that I fra11kly avow 1,h[::: Ncmrn tonched 11to. 8 J1 e c:iicl nw:ty with 
a good pa.rt of my rescntme11 t, :1111\ l re111ai.11cC! ov011 for sonrn 
time wi1-.hont power to 11p1-:nk a word. 

1:1 :i,ving ha<.1 time to l'C<5ov et· my fJt>lf·JHl8Sl:s11ion and to roHeet 
that I wmi not in a propm· place~ to c111atTt~l witli her, I thought 
tlrnt tlrn rtllH of kiw11 t1 ::-;o; waH Ll1 e OJ 1 ly onn to aclopb. I Wf1:1 

aft.envnnls glad tli;1t J. l1ad followtx1 this idea, for thl 'l'0 wnrn 
eavesdroppers. The n.tOllJ~:nt l opened rny moublt to rnake her 
feel tlw fatal conHc:quences of the <5ourne r::he had take11, sbo 

' 'I wn.fi mistn.b;n in l'Cgn.nl 1.o 1.hir; houcc. II; wn..s not :it 1.he lW)ir1cnce of 
the c1rimns of i.hc Annunein.tir)ll thr.1. my c1r.sr . .rtrcRS lor1gc,t1 : H w:w wif.11 tlie 
dn.mcs of 1.hc Vi sif.n.ti<:>n . '.!.'hem r.re twn hnu~cs of thh; Order at Amwey, 0110 
cnlled ·OJ1c Grrtndll Vis itn.1.io11, wl1ich is this nue, anil nnoi.h cr which iB Tli!.Jilr.d j,JJA 

Petite Vi;;itrLtinn, aml i .~ outsi<lil ui Ow I.own llpnn an erni1wncc: , :.)nil is ,Je1,cmle.n1. 
upon the f1rnt' (Nute of jl[. de lVr,.;·~ ;i.,). · 

'.? 'l
1

lrny were tict yf:t i~i 1;crc~d . 'flw .i ta!'r1.::li O'ht c f d )\ti•:n ·el! 'Nf'la ~ ·._,l :o Fe!1 .. 
rnnry s1, 1 'I '.J,7. , 



pr:tyed me to louk at u c ~rtain placu bcihind t;Jie tapestry oi' l1m 
l'oClrn. I Cli1l so; and lrnving opcne1l a kine\ of little clm11~ t, I 
l'aw that it h: td :1 ::ic'le-·doo1· opeui11g i11to tlie cl oirJt1Jr. In a worc:I, 
ii. wa::; lilrn Lhe dcmhl1; [Ji ~i,)1.t!l, by wliiclt tlwy g·ive to tbe Char~ 
tnmx tltui.1· foocl. Jj101' thiH reason we spoke in low tones to be 
JlJJJ t' fl ut libel'ty ; mH1 boing alou.c in lrnr rnorn, nobody wa3 ablo 
to ltear ml. 

I b0F:1,11 NJ 1e:tking" alJ011t rnli uiorJ. I rc1Jn•s1:·11teC! to ] 1 er, au 
0 ~ Q 

:.:lrongly as it wa'J poN8iblu for me tn do, t}rni! tll :1lmndon tli (J 
<'l111n:h wl10R1·l p1·i111;i ples :,h l'l J1a<1 drnw11 in with lwr moUier'8 

u1 ilk, in m·<l rn: to c:v>!! hcl'sulf in1.o the :wnw of ::tu other, without 
g iv.iJJg· lrnn :df the tin rn to examine hofonJrnm1 its teachi11g, 
conlcl not lrnl; l.m n vmy false lllOWl, cvm1 if tlrn biter shoulrl ho 
l'm111d tl'11e; 1mt tltaL tl1nl; wl1ich aggrnvatrnl l1 er act.io11 and 
nm 11ered ]11,,·1· eornlnd inc:xc11s:d1le, w:1 s, tl1ar. of all ,~lnuches <)f 

1.:11·1 Chrir, Limt WOL'ld the one .'ih0 had <1uitted wa.s the rnm;l; in 
11on[,.or111ity with t!rn irnl'ity of the pr irnitivo clrnrch, a:; much for 
i ii:; wo1·:1l1ip a:J for il;s cloci;1·inos ; that it was exact ly the cou1;.rnl'y 
witb tb.A on u of wl1ich :sl.111 l.trnl .i LL8i; buconrn n mombE1r; t,hat the~ 

cl el'gy l:rn11 dirdi g 11l'uc1 worRl1ip liy cmit.omri am1 om·tm10ni1;s hor-
1·nw1:1<1 frcJt•l Pr1g:·bui0111, a111l i.ltrtt as for the clog1m11s t.lrny 1v1'.l'e so 
g' l'l·1ni.ly fillc'l11 with allfrnnlit.iHr! , fablm; ;mi! gl'm:s crrorn, iJrnt it 
w ari Jrnpm1:;il>lo s'lie ccrn](l bolit1ve 1~1crn i11 gooc1 Jnith, althong-h 
:; 11.() mig·Jit pJ·ofc"::1 tbem witli her lip:s ; that riho might decei~e 
111ou., lmt not Uod; i.lrnt, app:.mmi.ly <h,,,,,,Jc1d by t.1 ;1" prorniscc: 
whioh hail 1.inm1 rnadEI to l1m· in order to gain lter, Hli•1 had 
t.l 1011 g ltt it JlOiiflible t.o hl'ill g lwr ambition into accord with her 
C!lil ~'ci(rnce; tki,i; ~ho might put tlrn lattcl' to rJlcep for a tiJJle , 
l 111t it wonkl rP-·awaken so<J111·r or lat1::1r ; t hat tl1u rrnmlt, loolci.ug 
at all tlt t~ allJ><~ a1·:·rnc1l H , u q [, D,nsw11)ing to the hop 1~8 which f:ihe 

l 1rlc'l COJJCc' ivAd, RIJ/1 wnulcl fri nl tl1cn ill tlrn most lively rnnm1c'. l' 

:~ ll tlrn gTp,aJ,11 e~;s ol' b.er fanlt.; a1.1 d that, notwithRtamling my 
.i 1ml, rc'J~mtmc-)nt, I woHlcl not C("ft fie to pray Goel with all my 
hc:w1; t o gjvo her grnce to nicover lien:elf sorno day. 

J iJwn ;1.1111ul1 lilrnt, :i.ll t;ltu iJrn110, evctt if ri1H·) ball deter1;u iJtmi 
lo 1~ IJ a11 gt;. 1i n ly :d'i;e 1· lmvi ug R1;111li11cl tl1 u ll Ltestil'm, tltat wo11l1l 
11 nt t1nw1~.1d; t.l:in nu_i.u.r113r i1J wlticl.1 :,1Ji1i hnd clone so from cre::ttiJ1f' . . ' c') 

.;1, g 1·11:LI, p r1:lj 1i cli.cc) ag:i.i.1rnt he.r in l;lw wor ld, even in tlic~ rnim!t:: o( 
t l:n; T nr' L((~J' QW JI pMl.y; tl,1:1J, i;o d1·':; 1~.l'I) l_i r, 1· h tl libarn1, of whom 

y 1\ lJD, JJJ.mNE, AND SAVOY 

' ] h a cans" ro comr)lain and in dec:rntpiug to 
hen ve1· hll1t °' any "' ' 

a il hi.In of ev rything slie coi1lt1 b y )i(1r hands upon, wafl nn 
t1 llP? . bl •t' n. and that I hflc1 p::tic1 vory dear all the 
11 npM'tfona llC LO J • 

w arktl sses I hEJ.cl h1:1>d fo1· her. . . . . . 
Having allow d me to speak up. to thrn pornt without 

• "~ 1·"'"'17 me• she took up the quest10n. She did not excuse 
1n.,.,111111 •"'-c. , . , · o t li 
h 

(J 1\''il} of religion by 1?1-0tlVW:l of COll~CJellC.O. 11 ; e 
er 0 ,II; B , • }' 1' . tJ ~ a net to 

li ~·H,,,wed. so much mc tJ ere.nco u1 , ns l\, ,op, 
contrll.l!y, ~ e 1,11.'-1"' - • . l . t 

f.],,. t I as atruok. by it. rshe smtl that tho c crangumcu 
"ppen.r' •utli • . 1- ·1 . ·t . 11 , t 
r , n• • •d 1'tlc1 iJ1 n~1.~ mducec1 lwr to ta ~o t 1 rn t:: ep , _' 1.1 1 

0 OUI !11.if.l.U" "' ·\ ~· Y f 'J' · i1 • t 
t)t co1y lrntl {lat1;ored her with honOLtnJ at the court o . N un~1;. '.1'~. 
what <llw had enrriec1 ttwny from rne war:> the rneau.., !'01 livrnb 
whillJ she was wait.ing fur a position with fixed pnns1on;. t~iat, 
IJ1lll'CliJYOl', knowillg nw to he very tolerant in mattors ~f rohg10n, 
tJrn h ad thtJnght that she couhl induce me to ful~ow ~ier 

thnj· in this C:itSO I coultl count upon uol! liemg for-f'- X:c n 1' (;.~ ; l;t) I f I _ 
1 

· 0 . : 

gGitfte'~~; m~al tl~.at a pb.c!1 woulc1 lH'1 given to rno, wlnch w~uld 
i it[~J!!:iill:\)'I m @ in the most ample mu.rnior for whatover l rn1gltt 

rn , , 1Qiilb l in 1m1y own eount.ry. 
l "< 'pil~@d that Hho mnst have learw~d to know ine very 

~li1/;'J tt1dy c1nJ"ing t.110 twelve or thir1:mm ymws we had livl.ld 
J;og Lli!er, or 8he could Hevcr lrnwi maL1o me such a proposal, still 
le~~ i1J1ag·i1rn l would like it; tltat Urn tolemncll of which J made 
TH'('J J't•~~sic;~l wii.h l'(~gan1 to t;]10Re of a contro,ry faith had nol!l1iag 
incompatible wit.fa the principlof\ of my religiou, of whose~ truth 

l \Y[i[·~ so persaadecl, that nothing in the worlc1 could make rne 
:~bamlnn it. 

Changing then the subject, I informed h er of the fo oting 
11poJ1 which thing·s were in Urn P:1,ys on the matter of her Hight; 
t.h"' orclc\r of 'J'lrnir Jnxc.ellcncies issu ed some years before, con­
ti~c~1ti11g to tlwir profit the prnpcrty of those of their s11,bjecl:s 
whu clrnng1~ i.h1-~ir rdigion; my fost voyage to Berne; and thab 
th1~ b:·Liliff of Vevey had taken an exact invetttory of l1er 
prnperty and cffect8 to send to 'l'h ,lr l~xcellencics in accon1nnce 
with their urclers. 

l r1-ipre~tmted to her how snd was the state into which she 
had pluuge•1 rno; tlrnt con(iscation was not the only thing tlrnb 
1 had to foar ; that, hav i.ng aut;lwricmcl l er i11 tlw loans ;,ho hatl 
r ;o ;~ tmtctcd for her rnanufactory, th1J proceeds of which r'l• e 11:1,\1 
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c;m·ied aw~1y, 1 slwuld be obligl~a to reimburse tho cniditoni ; 
that rnoroover her relatives would not fail to agiLato nw1inst m~; 

in orlfor to give rne troulilo ; mHl t,11at; in such n rough sitnatiou 
l did not know really where to put rny head. 

' l foe! all tlmt very strongly,' r>lrn uaid. 'I know nc 
'better remody tlrnu t,o follow the plan I prOJ?OSe to you, and, 
in that cnso, nothing will be 1110l'e oasy thnu to olJtaiu the 
libemtiou of the sums which are duo to yuur fathol' in thin 
country.' 

'The reHwlly,' rmil1 1, 'would l.Je WOl'SO tlrnn the ovil. 
How du yon lhre t;o [ll'Opose tmclt L.ltings to rne? It is ucielen i 
to spcn,k to me of ·1;hern .' 

'Yon are wron3"' she repliell; 'but wh::Ltlwer rnay h~11Ypen, 
I am tli ::;pm1ed to do all that lies in my po1vt•1· to asrmre you the~ 

trnur1uil posl:!e:mion of rny prnperi·,y. It ouly re1w1ins t,o Sl~ l:l 

how to ::;u1; ali<lllt it. ' 
' 'L'here are only two way:-;,' I mii11-- -' 1Jy will , and by a 

donation between living poi·DomJ ( i11.{,, ;· oiws). Neither of tlie 
two bar: any woight against cmrfi HeaLion, alll1 Llrn do1t~it.iu1.t 

woul11 Le of uo rnm to me except al) ngainst otlwr clai1w11Li,ci.' 
'I will thin k of i.t,' she re pl iod, 'aml will eou.sulL somo 

person who urnfa1·stanLhi matto1·:; of t hi::; i:ior L. ' 
1'hir; is the faithfol rnci. l;al of ottr finit cm v~rsa(;ion, in whielt 

l have endcav1mrnd to i'eL:ollcct, :i.s f'ar al:J my 11 w1t1 ory will IJL~1·-­

mi1;, the cxaet krrns we botl1 m;rnl 
'J'hernnJ_Jon she arcxm, and we breakfasted with a ymu1g b1ly 

of l~virn1, who :;ei·vc(l lrnr as a comp~rnion, aml with i:)t . .AndrCi, 
who then carno iuto lmr i·oom. A[krwhicl1,prayi11g me to 
await h er roturn, si te went; to :l\ln.:ii:l, th e;. t·1~ ]Jeiug a comnm11ica­
tion h0tween J1or apartment and tlto ch urch. 

'l'he interv~1l waH c;ulfieiently long for rno l;o imi.kti rn y 
rei-loctions. The bli1:1d11ess l lta11 nl\\·ays e.'l:pcriellC(lll 011 
accomit of this wom[ln lrnc1 preve.ntc-~d me from nrnlern1".mH1iug 
all that she was capal1le of. 'J'])e sli.gl1t interest wlticlt r'ho 
app1mred to me to take in any ki11a o l' rdigio1t; tlrn cavalier air 
wit.h which Hlte Hpolrn to m e of i(;; t.110 wildJJPSS of tit! prnposi­
tion slrn n:rnclc" 1,o rn1:1; lter r;1 tcl11en dm11ge frolJl :sadne<:>s to joy, 
.u.uc1 ni:rny ublter eircn11i::;l;:;i,11c1~s, cornplotcly openc~d my eyes. 
.l wn.~ iudigunH1' <1TI <i l. dr:,tliret;l t.o he far ~m&y ; br; l; it ~J 1.Jh ·ov~1l 
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m to ex.trioate myself fJ•om this awkwm:d situation wiili a good 

I ·aered that although a don!\tion b tween Lusbaud 
gL·nc , cons1 . ' ld 

d 
-:r. . ·" ' without Jfeot in law never theless, as she cou 

an WJ.J w- ' '. . d b 
•.n )i•l.V1·11g this aob couch cl 111 tei·ms wh1ch woul e 

llOt &V l u c • • h. h 
bj '·" -e it would be a sort of acknowl dgment w 1c ftl.Vo,n·a ,8 ~ ...... . , ' fi d 

Ii would give of the kind conduct I ho.a always ~m este 
~ d" h r . hat at 1 ast it would be a check which would wwnr 0 > k. . . ti . t 
}ll:tivent h r fr m u..ft 'Wl\,l'UB br a ~gh mdto m:ecdves atgams 
U'le. rl< 1• yen htw. bhe l·ea,son.s whio ot6l·~e me o pro­
ceed wlLh pellicy and 01'1.ly to make use of geu~le m a.us, 
especially a.1=1 the plu.ce o.ud the· ci.i·curul)tances perw1tted of no 

other. 
On her retuJ.'n sb af\iq •0 me thnt she had consulted, on 

t.h eu lljt et of t h 
1 

il ,ua, i n, 15ome p raons sJ?ll d ~n the law ; 
that. sh J..u"l clrnrg d tll m to 01·0.w up th mlil Ltte ln th most 
fuvournbl t .11ms and in tl1e beat fQ~·1n l Ell':! ible ; and that th 'Y 
w bring it to her in th evenillg, o.nd sl..te would give it to 

1~w t,o t xamint"-. 
1i reh1fo;d tit:~[; t.h:ti, w:tc> Vl''l'.\' wull. . 
g)]J,e a~kled 1jhat :,;]w lwpell 1.;li:1J, w lt:1t she was l1owg fol' lllfl 

w1 1Id irn1m;e nH, JtOt to ab:uHlon lwr; 1;l1a1; f<ll ~l wa:,; 1J10l'tilie1l 
tl~ :iL t.J\0 :insLerit,y of t,Jrn house -.vbere Hl1 e wac; ol>ligell he1· to ld. 

1 @ r-;Jm•-p at 1;he i1111 ; but tlrnt wlwn l :JlHrnl.ll rntm·n to .~e ll lrnr, 
a1 :;he pm.yell rlJl·\ to do, slw wnul<l r ecejve mo in [I private lwuso 
whm:e 1-Jhtl wail l;aking an apart1nent. 

I allowed lter t;o tl1i11 k wlmtuvur slrn phiaRt .t1 011 the snhj t>ct 
of a scc01111 vi:oit, an1l c011ton1 ie~ ll rn y.·elf wil.h o.xpl:1i11i11g t.o lrnr, 
in connection wi1.;h the rcHt, that t;ho f-l ituatioJt in whicl1 :r l'u1twl 
11ty8l ·lf prevented me frnm cngnging my::;elf to do anything 
wl.mte1v 1:"1'. 

vVe di1rnd in her re urn. Afi;(~ r dinner, an abb6 of dis-· 
tinction, whoHe name I do uot rcrnemlier , cnme to Hee 11te. 11 0 
U1rew l1im~ ell' into cnntrove rny. lfo was r1 learned ma 11, au ·1 

v~ry politt'l ; arn] uftur a qll.f1l'tPr of nn hour of co11ver.~atio11, l 
i;aid to him thai; l urnlerntoc)d. too well the djJforeoce exi::>l,ing 
between the two rtlligions, a tul waR too well pet·snadcd of' tho 
truth of mine to nllow rny fai i;lt to 11e slmken ; thai·., tlHwofore, 
J ]~rayec1 him to eease speaking to me fud;J1 ee on th L~ sul1ject;, 
a~ it would merely l.Je Lime los1;. 1.lc rcpliecl thai, he h:,1,1 i10 h 
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cumo t,o give me p::iin, and we afterwards only upoke of in~ 
(1iHe i·ont su~jects . 

'l'he dame nlmady mentionrnl, who by the way h::id thought 
fit to len,v0 us alone, now rntur11ecl, and wo took coffoo, and tlie 
abbe retiree1. A liLtle while afLer, one of the priests who 
be]ong lod to tho church of St. Francis c1o Sales came to see nm . 
II e aho wished to fool my pulse, bnt ~~s he was rPally one uf 
thoso who twe call.eel 'poor pric•8ts,' I only llal lil'.il witb hirn, 
nm1 rliL1 not juclga it apropot> to engage in n scriom1 
conve rsation. 

Arter rcl er..f:o frorn these virjits, I went to cnll npon tl'Jrne. h 
~larq uise lfo S nlef:, who had sent her servnnt in t.l1e morning to 
iiiy inn to prLsent hm· complim ents to me. I remrnint:id tl1nre 
hal [' m1 hour, anc1 we assur 0~ dly diel 1101; 1;n,lk or reli g ion. Prom 
thenct1 I wont t.o call upon the abb6, to w~tnm hiR visit. Ho 
waR Hob nt home. I n)maincd a moment wit.h his brother, an 
oHiccr of cnvalry, and wo only r;polrn of tl10 S('\rvice. 

I (iJUnd upon rny return in 1;ht, clml!tbor of my ('ler:ori;rr- .'.m 
a Viedmontoso 11ubll.11nrm, who tiwaitec1 mo, am1 who iH tlte 
intombut in those qLrnrtm·s, or fJOrnothing of that kiucl. He 
t1id not, lik() tli e othnn;, i1lllulge ·in controversy : ho 11ougM to 
gain me hy lino promitirs, im.:inuafo1g that h e hail ordorn to 
this ernl. I cut i1• Rlrnrt by f;ayiug to ltim, tlrnt if I had. two 
:.muls perhaps I :4lt0uld itllow ui;y::;f'lf to be claY.01.led by some 
cousideraLlo advautnge to tl1e extent of sacrificing one; but as 
1 Lad only one, it wati not for sale at any price. 'l'liere upon he 
rctirnd. 

If these replies can be consic1m·ell as in,~inuati11g hopc:1s of a 
change of religion on my part, I have nothing to sn.y. But let 
us coHtinue. 'When liltis noblemnn htL(l g·onc, drn gave me Uie 
minnto in questio:1J to cxamillo. It was in conformit;y with tl1e 
act which was exf~cuteJ the following day, with tbe f1xcr~pti1 ll 
of one article, whose exact t errn:,; I deJ nul; re~ coll ect, b11t l1y 
which I sho11Jd have engaged mys(;lf to furnid1 gwwrously 
1.mvnrefa l1er nrninten:rncc. 1 took gond cHre itot to fall in1;o 
this trap. 'l'his nrticlo would have co unted agn.inst IDl\ while 
tltt.1 act it .. elf wonhl not hav0 given me any real advaul;ngo. I 
r<ti<1 to ltt"l', i1t r8tnr.ni11g tho rninn1;t\ 1h:d; I :d.1:4o]uLe1y cuulr1 
not. hilld rnysel.t' to tlt<J,Jj clause; th<Lt it would be <1 bur kn uport 
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· . en"e of bhe derang·oment she liad introc1nced into me in cons qu, " . . _ . , . _ , . 
11• • d that things might take such a tmn m, to 10ndc.1 our a, 1n1M ; an " . . 

· · · O"Sl'ble · tho.t accorclrnr,.ly unles~: the donn.t.Lon my por:;Lt1on. unp "' , - , o . • 

was pu~·e and simpl , I could n?t accept it. . . 
1;-r U ' abei so.id· <I will h:we the arLiclo cut out w luch 
J ' l'J \V I l • 1 

troubles ytli.1, lJut I hope tho.t yon will fake care of me. . 
. •I repeat to y0u,' so.id I, ' that I can ei igage myself m no 
. ' 

wise. · · f 
1 

· · 
This is all the share I hail in tho cornpos1t10n o t u s prncL\ 

noi; having Reen, am1 Rtill loHs conferred wihlt, thorm who cfJm -· 
piled it until the act itr::elf had been e~ecutec.1. 

,As I wn,s O'Oing out: 'vV will Sl.lp togetbnr,' r::lte Rai1l to 

me; 'nud whil~ you a.re taking yom1 ptome11ade, I will give the 
Jtlecessary orders wit.h r,·.,gn.n1 to the c1on::ition.' 

I niterwan1s supped, anr1 n1mainm1 with lier until bet.ween 
ten mnd eleven. 8he s;ti(l to me wlwn C(riitting hot', that slrn 
wislrnd urn to come to lwr the following rnorni ng at au early 
ho •lf, 11md Uiat all woul<l be remdy to cxucuto tlw c1ocm11enij 
b@f©r.e mid~lruy. 

1i crrnrwt .refrain from noting hen a fact, althongh ff, <1ow1 
not toacl~ tho snhjt·ct.-mat[;i·r. It is Umt, ill returui11g with i)t;. 

Andre to my inn, which wns in Ll10 faub()urg, I fonrn1 tlw gateu 
of the cit.y closee1, as if t.hoy fanciuc1 I might mrry off this 
beauty. The porter, who was al; some pacer; di~kmce, camu to 
open it for us, and I s:tw two otlier nwn with l1im. TlJi:-; pm-­
caution made me laugh, for t.lte gaik is not ordinarily clm~od. 

I came to the cmwPnl; on tli(~ following morning, which wa;• 
Septemlter 26, at 8 o'clock. I f<-iuntl tlio )aLly in ht~ a. flJJrc1 
having got up, aud I h<•ing alono witl1 her, she i'ihO'.Yecl me a 
letter from the king of Sn.rdinia, by which His lVfojt;[;ty nssmtxl 
her of his protocl;ion, and tl1nt lrn wn11ld kllrn earn that :oho 
wanted for nothing. This was with a design to tmnpl; uie oncn 
more. I cnt the m::itte.r short, how<wer, hy saying to hH· t.l ia1; 
I trustoc1 she would not he deceived in lter hopes ; t.lrn.t as f(w 

me nothing could possibly make nm cbango my Rent.irncnts anll 
my principles. 

When she had been inforrnAd that nll i;lrn pEw~ons nece8-
s:iry for tbe execution of tlrn nc;.t ill qn 0~t.ion W()l'e 111Tived, we 
pa~s11il acrom1 t.lH'> cl111ml1 in1o Ll1P. npa,rh1H•n l; of th0 priucip:

1
.t 



priest. 1 130J'ore reaJing i1;, mm of' thoso perRonR who wnre pr·oNenli 
H:tiLl to me that; ho was Gll l'[Jris(~J t.lmf', l made a difflcn lty ahon1, m 
n.rt;icln RO rrnr:m rw.ble, aR it; fleemerl t o him, wl1ich I ha11 demn.n<led 
sb.o i:Llcl be cnf; ou!;. I ropli1~c1 that I lrnd. tn.lrn11 en.re not to hind 
myself by a cla1rne whieh rnlght; b '1co111 0 a burden; tJJ:1,t; tl11~ 
af'oresaicl lady hrtd so well folt that my sit.nati011 did nof; pm:rnit 
it t.Jmt she lrnc1 lH~ : ·:rnlf caused thD arl-.i cle to be witl1drnwn ; 
tktt we WlWe :t8"0111bl }ll t o ex ecute a doirntion pnre arnT ~irnplo, 
aml 1:hn.t I cou'lcl not acc1~p!; a11y oL!ter, nor l; ind rny w!lf in nny­
wa.y whaLever. 

·whereupon t•he;y said to rno: 'vVo hopo tli::i.t, no\·,with ­
fJk1.nc1in g yolll' rnnviUio ;511t:\88 to hilll:l your:;elf in m ·iti.ng, yon 
will no!; foil to take cai:o nf .l'»l n.dnrn t1 .' 

' l re. pe~tt to yon, J\kc::o iPlll'R,' r rA11li e<l, ' tlm(; I can no!; 
ong:1ge 1llJ Aelf' in any war .' 

Tlte <Jornttion w:1,,; t.IJl~ ll nn <l, and wno:: r n1.iroly conq 1A1.() w·ith 
1'li o exc(pt ion oi: i;h o irnrr1e11. H w:w execn!'.1;d a Dd. acc ffp1i<~d in 
tl1 e J1W.IJ.L\E',T,' w},j eJi. :ro u will oud. in Lho n.c;l; i. b:> <~ l.F :1rno1 1g rn y­
pa.pcrr>. 

V'iff'. rtlJ Jn·LnJc fo,;;b:~d f;ogether, and, t.b o <~Ornpany havin g 
:'op:~r:1h~Ll, l was r;l1nwn tl1 e bo1ly of ;~t. !cr:1J~ c i s L1e ~3 alcr: , allll 
l\Vury ll1i11 g- <) f' :L curi ou :~ nnhw · <~ in i· lu~ dn1r ·11. 

\Ve din ed 'iv. blw Ji r ic:;!;':> n:pn.l'f.n11 u.t. On 11· :1vi.11g the tal;lc, 
l was :1<1mil;LLll to i.110 p:wl0111-, wl1 oro l fonnrl i;lH·l ahhesi3 01: 
1w poriur88S,~ a 11d snmo 1·1 •!1:1 ?::11Lc:1"~, all of th(·l Jij p;h e;.;1: rm1k, t1~ 
wh om my U<:» '1··1·IT 1 81' jH'U"" ntr'rl 11 10. . 

Afi- llr 1~11(-l f11 -:,\. r;r:i lu:;~1.i ; i o ·w; : '\Vr>ll, i\1'nn si0111·.' s:.i,id to me 1'.l1ll 

R np1~ ri o1 · 1>:r> , ' i:; ii; noL :i. pii"y that :t ma11 like yon 1;ho1ild Jive in 
01Tm·? Bt:li (W (; nJ<', fo llow 1,li1• esampl c of M :1,d:1,m1'·· y01n wif'o. 
Collle a mou g· ns. Y rn1 wilJ [J,, l't:ccivo1l iu. :::ncl1 a rnn.1J1.1 er tl111,1; 

y ou will 11:1.vA rc: rno11 to he c1.nd ; (~11t.' 

' [ m:1Jp, i!; my g lory, Tv!'o,:J:i,J'.lHJ,' r n~pli ei1, ' to profPfJfl 1~11n,t; 
wl1ic:l1 yrrn c:i,)l <'ll'1•01·.' 

' Do yo11 1Jel i1-we, th en,' ri:1 i1.1 :<ho, ' 1Ji::!J yow" wir.~ will be 
a anrn ':~ (\ ? , 

' My rnlig ion teachc:1 me,' r3aid .L, 'not to j ndgo anyono.' 
Sh13 tl.11rn 1>1-J,~: .1.11 :,i, coov0r:.1 :1.tio11 n pol.l cm11mo1) topic i:l . I 

~ '_~hi ~ W~l.8 .Jml,n-F r:1nqt:!8 Ct1:~b o~\ :v;cot'll ing to !\I. de l\TonLQt . 
- J~ 1•:1 

.. IJ (, '. Q 1 i.rn-l\fi~ c1u!111nu l~ ,11,\'l'\~j (1(1 :~ Lltal'nwLL!'~• (l\L ll o I\,lont!~ t) . 
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• J • t·J rnn.nuer propei: to a psi:son of her rri.nk, and con--
rei1l1cn 111 • 10 ' · . · . ·]· . . 1 . . . . · 11· · '1+1 slwwu1 ,,. Jrnr i!JI1t I wa,s t 1c10 on y 1.o pa,y 
t1~11tnd myfll'; w1 . . ' '<) 

her my duty. · · 1 ''1 '1 · 
.r 1 '"·'""S then ta1cing up tl10 eonversat10n, mw , mi !l:i.f 1 eser .... .,.,. . . . . . . 1. 1 .. ' 

• 1 • ..;. · :ta. tli r ls n thing to be rrarn e<l wtt l um. 
18 an 01:,1::11•tna: 1 • • • 

1
. 

1
. 

A.ft. r ho:ving t 0m11i1ned th 1·e aboni, baH. au 110111, • too, 
f ~hese 111dies mamfeating my g.i:at1 Lncle fur all tJ1e 

leav .. o had reoeiv a in th fr }10rn;n, A.~ l \'\T:l.8 leaving 0Jl.(~ 
attenul011 '3 I I I ('' ~ ·11 
r J.I I tl" snitl ' Adieu Mom:im1r. . wpo tJ_aL Oil \Vl 

0 v 16 I\ l '" 1 I · . , 
touch on1' he11i1·t1 a.n tl that we slrnl.l RCl~ y1 i1 orn~ J:Ly arnong us. 

r hop , 1'fouame,' 1 r pli .d, .' \;J.1 u, [, W tl s;rnll nJI fil' l'l OIH) 

nnot,Jier Sl)llll'I 1fay ill j;]JO \Ta]lt~y or,) d10Ghaph:J.1i. . 
A mnlll\' nt. after, l)('iug in ill\~ room of tb c pr · Le111kc1 dona·· 

tr1l!-' !-J..'I, tllioy bronght Llw co;upll!l:(-, Ll ai;.1;, Sltb gave i(; to me her·· 

f:l( If. 
I t.lu .n 111Pnl: ouii, and. l'alk1l 111 ~ 011 1;]1c j11~;n rn (l :/1\ 1 who 1~0D t ·· 

}91\llt 1l t.]hl nraj1~ary fon1ia)i,J·fr:8 , and nflhl'11 IJiR l:maJ 1,o iL. 
''.Ni1i8 i('I hh1~ fa,ii .hful n:tt'l':IJ,ion or all. i"Ji:i.\; pn :;sccl O il l;l1at 

l'/.\}ogm ··il 1~: ~wom 1.ln 1~ sm:11l1~:'•1; circ11mri(·ww1 1N of which I l1ave 
11 1fo!:l1VQUJ'l~1l fi1 r1Cc()ll1"d. Jn :i.11 f;hjr; cnn ::i.n_yl;hiug 111 finmd 
w.illi i( h appr<)~d1 L~s prorniNw; a111l l,11lpclS ]1eld 0111;, :i :; tlrn pd.i!;i1J 1t 
su:p111s1 R? C\-1.i) a 1~en; r)n ho 1 ;~ 1.x.cd witl1 compili1w or lwving 
c:• 11 ~,~a 1,~ bl•) d1•:,1.w11 up an <11:1. i11 wrih11r~· , wl10 ruf11 ~< 1' <l i;o accopt 

it mil1•:>,-.; a (']:),11s•·" wai~ c111; 0111; i>y wliidJ )1u w:i.:3 1mwilling to 

hi~nl(il hi111c.:1~ ll':' \\'a.•; iL 111\C:l·:>;.;;cry to ir1n,l<-" u:'e or· :t :itriet:1 gem to 
i11d.rn i:1~ t.he pn)te11rkcl don:;Jr1>.8f; to exeet.1to :J,11 :1.d which f' lte and. 
fo1•r r!011nG1~Jlor1<, GJ,ilJ1>,11 rn1~11, pc~rr·,~ ct ly well LJJew wn.:; null in 
law? Can i!; he c:o1rni<l1err;1l :i :> wiJo lii tlf~' 1;o take nn atlva11k1!!e of 

1;J.rnJ1J, l11~.t:a11:·''" 0111' wa:\ 1rnwilli11g 1o IJ,;cu1 '" fl.i ei.r d.nJ (\ ;i \va.s 
it; Fll~C1~s:"ary !;o n,~1,nr!; to ci 1«:u1:n lomil;inn in ortl •r to g:ii n th1 ;;o 
wh(;i w1in, prnse11t :11; this c>1;ipHla1;iuu., wli.1> n. Urnrn wa,:1 uohhini\· 1:o 
bi\ d1lllG C:'\ CCp[; j;o li utcn 1,o j;!Je r ca1ling Of a dona1;ioJt Witiclt '~V :i.l1 
e1111iJ'<~)y c1n11pluLe11 witl1 UH\ c:xct•._ptiou. of tho nanrn:i and to 
:rnU1oriz,i, if; l1y f.Ji11ir pr1 "1~1>, 11{~ 1;) ? 

I. hn.vA 11nU1iJ1 g t o H:i.y agai1rnt t l1 e cli:u·:i.ch~r nf tlH-·:;e gentl e .. 
l)1Rn, whose n:wJ (es ev1~ 1.1 T d< 11.01; re 1i1eml>~ r. anil wltn t·, lH~ 
1~1• 1 ;it ion 'lay~ arr, penpl ~ of w crit. I rnw~1r r> pok:~ i;o thern hofort'I 
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Umt dny, and T ~ m 1mo,w~1.rn t;Jrn.t J ha\lt~ ever r~oen ()HCJ ()f them 
sinco. I. :1,111 n ot. awai:o whet;ltor or not some one of' tli em )1:.1"; 
sonrniih'ing to do wi l:h 1:hlo petit.i.on ; bul; w lwL m:1.y not oru; 
0x1wct Ct'< 1111 p:11ty spi1·it ? ' 

Fl'Om t he .f11yc 1no.g1! l went to t.lt illfa)11dnu1"s ----U1at if~ i.o 
tho 1?iLJt1rnnn(;0se nol l(~--- to rehilrn l1is c"ll. T only rnm:Li1

1

1ed 
~hcrG a 1nomEmt, n.nc1 tlum went to tho ;::1iCl bdy, whon1 I Co1.1rnl 
m bed. 

This is all th:il; p:i~sod brtwee11 ur> 1rn1;il rm1 per. 
'l' lrn. frankn t~r;;,; wl1id1. 1 pr«1fosL;; t.o omplny <loes 1101; per1ni.1; 

:U~ to lwfo t:l1.o f'n"llowing f'act-,, n,li;Jiough t.l1 ero is JJ,()i;hiug :tlJ< ni; 
it m tlin pcl;il;1on. 

' ·yon m:o g·oi1:tg !;lH111, ' ro.be m1i.1l, ' witl1ol1L mv knowiJ1P' w lrn11 
. . •' ~ 
J sl'. all lw.ve tlto pkamuo oi: J:11WiJ1g" yon. ag n,in, n,wl wjt\10111; 
lerwmg rne :i.ny :i.s:·mr;u1c< (;l1 ai; )' Oll will tako caro of mo. ' 

'Yo1l ln10w Jl f'.rf'ccUy wd l,' I :J:ti<1, 'my c-irc1.1m 8kme1~8 ; an,l 
tl1ai; my sm1 .sit11~1.~i.un do&1s not pr'.rwi l; me to ]Ji.J,lll rnyHPlf' ·i11 :n1y­
niam1Lr.' 

After a lon g dinJoguo, wl1ich i.t wo uld be m' r:l.less t o iruwl'i; 
lwre, sl1 e cow'ln ct,ed h1Jr ;>df in sncl1 r>, mmrn er tl1n.t :Jl1 0 i11c"l11ci;d 
rn e to ]J :we ;_:1)nH corn losc:en:;iou. ·for hm:. Hriefh , T w rnLu a 
J,ilki; :;'[,aLi11g in ::; nhst.:inee thnt, 011 nr:comd; of "urn dow;J.iou 
p:1sr;:od in It\\' fayour tlu1.(; <hy , ai1•l. i11 e:1,f:101 t liai; by virLu A of t;lia(; 

~ocnninn1;_ l :,;}1oul1l liavL-1 1.lrn L1·a1ir111i.l poG:oHm;i.o u of l1L?l' prnpe,l 'l;_r, 
J. woulLI give h1~r nn ;,~r1t1 11;1,J i11co1u of i;lireB J;nn<J.rp,(l :;il v1 ,1· li\Te:~ 
of S:woy . I blton~·'lii; tlmt; I ri :::ke11 not.liiun· in thi" v1" 11c0 1-1111 ,,., (") . ·_l, 1) • _1 t~i I 

co11.1lii.iou. c;xpre:;uc1l iJJ Hrn noki 1)ol; having t:.i,lrn n pben, it b1'> 11 1111 
rn1'> Lo u0Lhi11 g. 1 h:we si:nee 1;:i,Jrnn. earn to wii;lt111·aw 1;110 u ok, 

~o :;he w<Ls uot in n pos.iti.011 to malrn u sD oF it;. 
Slrn :i.rm:e. -'vYe snppe1l, arnl I nm1ainml 1.11 01·0 1mti.l mi hcntr 

after mi1'lni g hi;, :.rn d :;he~ n1c1,iv1>. (l i'110 Hcxl; <l:i,y :1, ecmrnro from 

the ~mpe rion:r;s. 

'l'lH ;~ nh, wh ich was a 1'\iday, .I c:ime in t.l1e 1:r101·11irn~' to 
hLko lrnvvt) o! hGl.' . Ar_: l rJ11iLted ho1· f)lw ·wn fJ :31->i:r.t'J1l wibl1 a ' sm'i: 
ot' f;ti11td H~s:;, whicb w:ui so sbm:t t h n, I; i.I; conviJ.te<~d mo fl l1 0 wa;i a 
vcl'it:-i lil e rcom1-'.di ,i.ri. J. lc11"1; t lrn fJa.me dny. 

~-3 omli W(~ eolrn l:i,1;0r ( roc:eivlc)d o, ]ei;l,er from )H~r, which in 

i!;,Jelf is f) 11.ilicim t, to dei3i;roy all 1:l.1u '(Jn)k:rnfod prm iises awl 
l1opo8 bh0 po1:.it:.i.t_i ll. ;rnppnsr-1t~ . She fi 11.i:;:lH~<l i.L in .Lii 0H<) I <).l' J} l'1 : 

. l p;·11.y yon /.n r1i~JO:l'tl riw .f;-oin li1yn1;,1;f''orlh ris •Luwl, ff ·11,1l lo lli-1'.nlc 

.11,q 1w W•! 11.11on/. nu; f.hr1.)1. 1/ T rerilly ·101Wr! so .' 
'J.'hi.~ is tho Jasi; I r~ce.ivcd from her. \V0 have lrntl no 

interconrae from. that day. 
I was o.t 13 rne in D cem ber , and Th i1' Excell noies of the 

Seuate issued o.n oraer by whlch, a~er having declat d he 
prope1•tJ ot' the said ln.dy eonfiscll.ted to their profit, bhey aban­
doned their l'ights to me, putting roe in their place. I t is, if I 
am no mncfa mista.ken1 clnited the 26th of' Decemh r. ou will 
fin<l i1l among my p111p re. 

'.M. de Pluvian s being nt erne in Janua.ry, 17"" 7, I wrol-
him to ask him to op~in a divo1·ce in my name, sending h.ini 

for this puTpose 111 p0we1• of ~ttemey. Th order of the Suprern 
on~story is, I think, of tll 1;1.t [24th] F brnary. Jt is i:~l 

among my pnp 1'8. 1 h0iv0 none \ ith ni . 
bout this time, th .re ti l1 inro my band a letter from my 

d rtresA to t. Att11r6, wbo still J0clgecl with m hnt wA.a tl u 
baent-for it is w 11 tio r mru-k that, \lnder pr b xt of tb 

1u inff< cfonry, OK <~n~ ha,d alwnys b1)P..JJ a correRpondencr. b0twe1~ n. 
t •· iw·C>, wllir.:fa indi<~ati;?.~ that thfwe w:Ls co1111i1'a1w1~ botwee11 
d1 1. 'l1 lJ1~ R<'n1ling lHJJ' n. cn.Rk nf' 111n1·c:l1:i,n_di.~1 H1.n 1Jvtnin"' 
b@(w,:1 :;Ji,~ J .. rt. l~vi:rn, 1 . IH,lfl<~ \\'hich .·ho carri1' <1 awn :r wit.h h e ;~ 
wh"ch conltt n_o1·, lrnvQ h1e~11. <1nno without, his lrnowl<~<Jgo, and 
mm~y nJ·,Ji1~r 1,lnngs. g:wo n se 1·0 viol 1:,n (; Rn .s picion, but \\'EffC 1101· 
ronl ptT>wfo . ' 

J ~lt01 .ild not; porlrn.pH h:wA openc, t1 (;his let.t1'.r, wlrn.~e c:1 1 :irn.r·h~i : 

Ti _JPit rkr:1'.ly well nndlWSi,ood, if it lw<l not heo 11 .for 1·J·1e ailedn.i:inii. 

w1t:l~ '"!11d,1,sl:c lmd p1~rposely badly wi:itt,en rny n:rn1e upou tlio 
a,1~r11 1 ·"'"i · .l lJJ.s <lntel'lmned lllt'- to 011011 iJ , b111· i11 ::11elL ., 1 . . ., ' · · " mnn nor 
t Ubl; I co11l,1l cln.~~ 11; w1i·hou1; ii .. · 1J1~ i.rw 1101 . inn•~ 0 . . . 

H \\'~fl wil;hout; Ri£~·1Jat111'<l , co1l!;:l,i11ino· ih1 c·l·1i··<' of j·] , 11 
• • • 

0 

'- ,:_") I ,i . \ ' ' J J. 1-j 1)1011 -I 1, 

lit l '. n,~i . t . lu·~ nnm n of· tho pbco from wh1mce ii; waf' writA;<~ll. SJ;, 
'.ic1v1°eil )JLrn to gd, nu1, of rn o "JI 1-.hat he ro1ilrl and th •v c 1 [ I. 
111 t"l i:$1' f "j ) J OL r., 

, ' :' o . IH" C\~~"1 .y, ma <.e \l.' e of t.l1r n.rrn r; wl1i ch t.l u v bn.c1 i11 
lJ<1111J fl)I' j,Ji :;J. }Wl'jl()~D. 

0 

-

,:\ 11 1 Iii :; w:i,,; ;:!' ill not· . · l, ,, .1. . · '· 'ovic1.uco, JOI.' - w:i;; nut; nn.111011 'J'Ji, 
only th1110· J h"·l 1 .. 1 1 ·t· . • · . · 
1 

• 1 ~ , . '.'"' · '·" · .u < () Wt\ 13 ;o c 1sJnnnlrrtG, au cl 1 clo ~ l · rn n.Jl I-hi 
"'·" ·11 J r'"'"l1· ' 1 I ! l l .. " . · · "· '-" in i·r ·,a ce 1-!le noh'.) in 11 11 ,+, 1, ,, 1 t I 
llfilil nF } : I' 11 ,,, . , , odH .() )Jl:I, ~ \-\ 

l<lll "l' ·. 1:ib Jllll')lf ;' <~ •. : 1.~ . . ,. n 11 ,,, 1·11 · , '""" pr1~~1~ 11 hl.r. 
vn1 .. 11 , · " 

JJ 



But why, it mn,y ho mikud, di(1 yoi1 koop 1;11i ;,i m:m no lono· iu 
yom: how1(:? 'Why di(J yo n 1101, g d ri.d of l1i111 c:~ di.or? '"' 'L'o 
tJ is l. rc·pJ y, I; hat i.t w ~f~ u ecescoaTw l 1c.friro do in ,,, '' Cl I<) rc" 'Tll"i· , - J a • •Cl '•' ! ' /::i Ill •( ] 

an.11 a r;co1t:ii,n hifl prcLew;ions, \Vl1icli ii; wn.s impom;ibl o to dn i11 
t]·10 .vac.il\;1,.~in !·~· condil.iou i11 wl1ich things thc~n wern; am1 that, 
dt11:mg this interval, he w::w t.akillg c;irn of the debris of tlio 
rnanufactory. 

At 1.lw orl(1 of F ebl'nary or the commonccrncnt of 'Thf arch r 
w::i.s olJli,!.)'Od to rnal o :moLlwr jo1n·nny to Horne. 'l'lrn oi:(kr lJ; 
which Tl wir Excellencies nonsnitc1l the fo.rnily of <1o la '.l\n;t. 
ou ght [·,o bo rnn.ong my pn.per,'J. I r eturn ed in April. 

St~ l'l to g n1y~:0lJ' t.hrn; a tranr1nil p;i r1sr:i:;~mr, on c:onc1ir;-ion of' 

assuming tlte dehtG, l r1:.1i1l. to S t;. Arnl1·li 1;hat ii; wa.s 1ww JJ.-'cm; .. 
s~1.ry to regnhto his dcmn,nd ri . 1-fa harH]i::(1 tltl~ rn t o mo, an:1 

tlH·T woJ:e tho rnmo a'J thoso ho proclr1ccc1 when tbo i11.Y1wt1:ory 
war; m:1tln i11 Septem bm· i ·;·2a. 'l'h i;;y c:m tuish' d in l1H)l.W.);s 

~xporn1ec1 fc:r tho mai:uf'ac1ory, nJ111 in pn.-h:Jrnkd t: r,111 ict'.rnH:1.(,i,~n 
for luss of tnnr. n:1ll lrn; part of tli o p rofi t ;;; 110 111iglif; liav<·l 1Ti:1tl e 
on tlw nwrd1:rnclrn0 crnTie(l aw:iy - fo1· iJ01;e ,v,)l, that l1y his 
rlet~ l1_ of pns(;n e1·sliip ho djtl no1; Hli:1r0 in :1ny lo::w~ r:. 

J rcirnbrn:se.l1 to biJJJ. tlio rJrirns i'1X]JP11d1·rJ, ]Jrcm1 so iL wm: 
ncc~s~1:1ry t~ st,ickto the ]Joolrn; )mf; :t!> f'M ltir; nl .]1 Qr pt'<')1· : nsiorn;, 
1 r;ai.il to lllm th::ct, n}l;)1011 gh 1 kt(l lt•g il;irnai:t n:n~ o11 8 to 1](\ 11 y 
tltnrn, I ~.l:u1ild llot. fi1il to have regad to tl1 (w1, provirlcll tl1al; J1e 
J_Jroc11n-;1.,11n1· Tlli:l i;li e billnJ, in <}ll (:!Ht;i,.lll; that iL w~1 :;; all. 1 : 1 1 (~ ll1M c) 

~ns,r f(~r 11im ~o P'ffsnatle Hie nf'orcsai<1 lbrno do \Varu 1s t.o g i.,,0 
it to him ns it was nlKJ0)111"oly usel esr1 to lllff, l:'iuco ii·, was not; 
(far frnm it) in virLno of Urn d01rntion of the sa id lla11ie tha!; J 
h::r.r1 obL11,inrnl tlt(-\ pP.iJ,eoal1le prn:me~mion ol' lrnr prope)rly; arnl th:t1, 
w:i.:; a e(1nclihon s i '11.r3 q·11.11. n o ;1 .. 

Ho Wc.mt to Armecy, fine[ rehtrnp,t1 me the niorrHtti(1 not0. 
H e wi :1lrnd l:o bargain with me lJcfol'O rcturniJ1g ii;, ]Jui; tliir; was 
nsoless. I Lrn1(·1 Gnn; and w·e bnm ecl not; only tl1ir: note:, but; 
·i;lH) copy J had rc:l;ainf': <1, s ign ed wil·lt thl~ l.1r111d of the aforesaid 
<lamo. .t..ftc1· \\~l:1.icb. I m:111n hint r~ g if'l; foi: his prel;0iicl.c, a losser;, 
but; n.o1; fi r.> cot1 s 1 c 1.ccr~~ bl l;1 :J/; he \'1· i :o; lt1~(:J lo e:x ncl;. 

T ~n'Jl.iltJ !J O~ k w 1,c mnrJ 1; ) ,, () ltm g a dr.1t.:-1.il. 0)1 t.lw sul;jecl; or St. 
.111dre, (,sc0 ph 111 ri t ·d,~r b G1ww yo1; how unteh you ongltt; to 
Rl[.i.!Lii3 (,;J 11 i111, 

TIN' th 11 bebO~d m arrive~ nt the. end of o. long and 
·C!u"' 1·1ccouut u,, on th lid hty of whfo.h you can r ly. TLe 

Wl'nfl., "'-' · ' l' 

t I l t;J !l: PIJent•s ntil·ely no.1~ d. I t cost me mucl1 on nccouut 
ru. 1 1 t .._,_,. • tb · 
f th pains wl1ioh I ha.ve ·oo,ken to } lace u.umgs rn en· tTLrn 

r, ht nttll to recollect evon the slightest circumstancas. l\!Ut11y 

0
f h~se t1etit1>ils may, w:ithout doubt, appear ·to you. useless ~ bu1; 

th 1• m·e som of w:lrioh you cannot but mu.ke 'Lis . Y u will do 
with th w w'1tatevo1· you juc1ge proper to unclec iv honourable 
p .opl upon whom the malicious insinuutiotts of the petition 
mny bnv mnda some fo,l'pl' ssiou: AB . fo.r thos~ of i1n t;l.L • 
luwaot r, 1 u not coucem myself. lb lB 11nposs1ble to please 

nll the worlu, nnd I d0 not i.tnde1·t"'ke ei ttch o. tnsk. 
t na conliintio our xamiMtian of this peti·tion. 

8110 fiJw11.a 1i ol'ltt1lf, she ~ys1 0Mi11etl /,o co·n~/J(l,t the 11retc~uled 
donatun~ of nuWf,y /1y th fJ fl,(>rr1,a11i Law it~id tho royal c.01 1iSt. i t 11tifon.~. 
e not this 111 d itled p1-oo~ tlio: she and her council of skill u 

1 perfectly w 11 uu~l ·r~t<Joll ii; ll8 such at the time e\•en 
• WRB etipnlo.tetl, &ntl th~b th i' wa.s no uoc ssity fur 

g a and lureH to in luee t.heu1 <> , cutie s11 h 11n act ? 
SM l6am6<Z, sh n.clds, /fi,t~t I /Hu~ ol;tC11i?1.(J(l ci di•1101·c11. If; is 

1 of. 1o-d:.i.y u11~1·l"ly t.]1~1; Rlu : ll·:arnecl it. H wa,;J obt:1ii n ' L1 111 o n1 

t.l .. n I; '() 1 ,m1nt,J,t.~ l1l·:fill't~ ~)t. An<l1·6 waH aL .A1mecy anl1 ]11'nng lih 
l~:.uck t.i rn •. 1 . 111~ l ~ilkl; i1.1. q11t ~.:; Lit 11. Hu wonl,1 nol; !t:w0 faili-al 1:( 
iud~rn1 11nr o[: it. 

Bu1; tho most curious of all :1re 1;)10 l'l'D.'>Cll1fJ wliielt cda:i allr•g t'G 
f~ 1· pt'<)Villg tl1:Lt, ~lw i'l not ouly ill t:lte i:igl1t iu t.Jecking to n ;euv11· 
bt1·1' 1l,1d; :,ind tlin ma1Ti.1JJonial n.dvan1;ngu.s contai1rnd in tbc. co1i-· 
trnd ,~r J 718, but ovm1 to ad to t 'lwt end wiU1 n ganl to tl 1o 
l~ l'C!l" e rf·.y oi' Jll.'f fai;hor. · 

. :vlL:d; :i.1"' the~!> (~ 1·e~sm1i;.? _'J'liat I havn oi1joy«'\ c'l her propP.rLy 
11~ v1rl.m: of thL~ ilOl,:.~l con ~[;1t11l;um, a.ml ree.~ivl1il tl1 e fruit, .'; tJu, rn­
or, 11·[1;Jmll1" :mppt1rl;i ng 1;]w -.'iprn1 :;es of' 1-. h r~ m:w l'i :~ ;5·l\ and wil;f1n11i• 

forl'1 i:Ji in13· lier wit.l 1 :111y r;uccoui · or nonri c;hmc'·llt mi J ouul 11, 1:o 
h:'.,\'<' tbJH' , r:.)r \\'hicli Uw pmpi.:r1 .y i1'1>el f' ir:i ltlOl'i{~tl.g' <: (l. by clj. l':~cLi on 
nf 11J1:· law, r11.11.J.i;1 g tl1 e p1·1~j-u .~7,j of t,he Sl~.uo,lll ell.! '1't~ 11~nii.cb ; t.11rd: l 
n•::·:·ll'<] tlJc nw1Ti :l,';;"• as ili s::;olved, :ml! i;h;i,t J lmvo c:i.u.s.(111 it. 1.0 
b•, (J '' C' 1"1'('tl ''11° 11 · tl1"t l · . l 1 1 ·1· J : i·~ ~"~· . .-•• , • . , ,, , Mnug so .c ior p1:op e.rLy , _ 1:1,w~ ,·li:.i-
r;'. p:!I ~cJ ii;, :u1 'l kwl~ cl <']';wtod for Engb11rl ; t.lm1; slrn ]Jn,8 af~ 11111 «.1 1 

rJ1.;·hl (>\ t' I' (,]Jl' ]ll't'•)11)J,' l.y of Jll,Y faU1·:J,l' '""' C\Vl' I' 111i111J, H i:H'i~ l: t:;> 
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made tl10 marriage, and nss if<tccl in the contrnct; t.ha.t not being 
ahlo 1.o l1ave recourse excep1; to (;]w prnpel'Ly in Savoy, m!r1 
because there might lm p ei:il in dolriy, 1:1lto dl:lmnnc1ed the f;ei·w rQ 
of the fm m8 due to my foLht:i', not only of Ll108C which slio JHtrnc}s, 
but of tLose wliic.;h she may r1i f;cover hereafter, fini::ihin g by say­
ill g t;l rnt these~ sums would rnwer rna.kn inore than 11 very snmll 
part of that which is due to the suppliant, and making tbe dotal 
cnirntitution amount to 1101; l<~fJS than SU,000 Patagons, witho11t 
Hpur~ki11g uf her ma1Tirnouia1 gains and advantages. 

Her conclusion is in lwr11H)11y wil.li Lho 1>pirit which r eigns 
throughout Hrn petition. and is nltogBthor opposed to that of 
trntb. L et us refute i.t in as briBf a m:Hnier rts poss ilJ] 1~ . 

If it were mi true us it is i 1.1 reality fahm, that si •11.Ge lu:r fl'i!]lil 
I lw.rn •,io /. lm:fo!Jacl h~r 111'0j.l!<i"l!J e~!-.; 1:pf. hi ·1;irl·u,; of llw dobo l con~li­
lnti.mi, tlrnrn woulcl 1.Je nolJ1ing in all. that contrary tn t.he dis·­
positions of the law, since in Frnnce, in }jn;_;-lancl, and in tho 
great.er Jlll lllber of couutries iu ·Piurope, lJy tlll~ nrnlicions 
dnsertion or n. wife, th(-i prope1'Ly wljit:h sl10 Lrought to l1er 
h1rnbani=t devolves by full righi: upon him . This is an ar1mittetl 
fact. Wu b ~we an example of this or fr esh date in Bnglancl. I 
1;hink there i.s tli e mm10 i11 S:woy ; I will 11nt, however, positively 
a~ ~ert ii;. 

Bu.t; hnre the c:Jge is alt;<JgrAJ1er c1iiferent. Tlte propflrty of 
the descrtrn8s devolved upon me by an onler of D ccem her 2G , 
1 '7JG, lJy which 'l'beir E;.;·cel.lcncies, nflie1· li :wing c1eclarnc1 H1.e 
saic1 properly confoic:.ite1l to their profit and bcmJit;, bc iug 
touched. by my u11lia ppy situaLion, arnl lJe.i11g llJOV<cl1 by tlwir 
u sual b::.11i.gnity , ccc1e to me tli eir righ ls arnl put; me iu t.lwfr 
place ::iml ste::'.cl. By wlmt J'igbt L1o<.:s a fornig n trilmnal unckr­
t:Lk<~ tu reviuw the Cll'll,~rs of out· 0ov<-:roigrno? Of wl1at consl:­
qnenco to mi nre tlw lnws and customs ol' Savoy? 

Hrwe I dono m1y great wrong ill havi11g cm1r>i<kr0d as dis­
solved a rnni.Tiago w i1id1 she .has rnndcred null by her desertion, 
anc1 <Jf l.i:wing t.:tktm i\ tl\'anf:l~go of our laws to (loclare it such? 
Ani J, a [l, .. omHTJ CaiJH>lic, r111 r1 obDgwl Lo thirJk nrnrriage inr}i,s­
solnblo ? El ince wl1en, and in wli:1t country, do the nrnlicious 
desr.:rtion of a 111rnbanc1 nrnl th r-i r1(-;$poiling him of all that can ho 
carried awn.y, give a wi.fo a right to recover not only her dot, 
b11t <'V•' n the rnat-.rimonin.l arJvantngPB b) wliioh '!111;'. wn1.i ltl b:wo 

\',\l:·n , ]\J':m ;g, .\.XD SAVUY B7 

l , .. ·-·iit· 1•11 C'lf.;u of survi.vin1r lier husLmill or .' ] [' j·o prntt lll - ·- l,J\..C(, ' ' o · · 
nn 

1
ig

1
' ' . .. I . lf unworthy durinµ; tlrn t11ne of their of not; r ull<krm.g toISe L 

'lln.ion? :i to mplttin 1·h"t l /wve sol~l o,;ul ditsipt7.led How can she C1twe oo · · " ' · · . . . . , " . , . 
..., I l• nil ft 11 ciab.h to du I.JO fJlllCC .I. wr.s the IlLluter 

her 1m>1?C1't!f r ........ J o ' . . . . 1 . ' l 11 Th · . Jlliccelleucic'J have [ rJun k, nnl; wnY,b l 
Of iti Moreover' eu . , ' . . 1 

. k better Lhan l whether tlmi JJ:! so, anc to the 1:111me. ou u w . . . l c1 
b ' _, .._ oP th is sale baV8 b oen applu~d, GlllCG J'Oll, JQ 

what t. e iuoceeW<I . ·1 ·, b · ,· . '" It '"" 
t nd the tronlJle of 1, u., nsu11,>;s. " '"" all the tnQ111Ag rnen 11 · . . • 1 

to 'f be debts slie bail c1)nl;l':.i,ctml f(J1' hei accm'flBl 
necessary pa · ·1 · tl J , • cl 

ti ~ boAe fomls she ha11 c:n·1·wl away w1 i iu ' a11 
manu l\1nOl'y, \V . . b 1 "l 
fOl' the ot.h1w fuolisl.1 expenses to which J hal~ .e ·n we[t ~ cmcJL:g r. 

l • 11 1 f·1r from t·l1c·re rcrrnumng to rn e. sornt, ot 1 .. 0 c o::;e my cyN>. .n. 1• ' ' .. ,, 

hc:r pr<;ipei;t.y, )'l~n know ]1dh~ 1· tk~n auy one how much 01 my 
own ]ms '"Ol:it\ a.n1J how lit;t.J, ,, rema1rn; to rn o, . 

My r~t.ir1 ;)1~ ,~ 11L inf,L~ l~n!~l:llld, wilh wl1i,ch sl'.e1',epro[l,~h~:.; lll O'.~s 
nl pnlof t.bn.t1 [ run nQ!~ <.m·J(:hed by those : ; i;o1~ : ;. . L~ lL l" a rh._ -
]i~ ronr not; lit) \rn rid1, I will omleavour to dfoctj it m conduct .. 

11 ;,, 1 )~ s!<\[': :> :~ rn:~.Jl of lwnou 1·. , • , . • . . 

i;~ ·atn rit~·ht; did 1;hr-' ]'ll'<!81)11CC ol JJJ)' fath er and his anthonza­
ti'¥'J ·I~ a tflw c:ti!lbrad of I 7 I ;j gi l'C her 0 \'01.' his proporLy, w h<.:1l 
Btl~e J a 1 JH) Jw what<; VL'T by l'.lll , con trnct il·self? 

Iii' c11" 1,~ 1i'J/, ;;]w HayH, lw.Juo r;:r:u 11.rBa fo t1; 1l·!f 1 ;:i :~ c11t /.he pmpa;·ly 
u111i ,/i ·£g ·i11. 81iuu11, 11,;ui on tl1i.· ri,c1XJ n11.i sha 11;)m•.mdB the s1J1'.·!11rc of 

the s mn10 rf1w f,1'1 .,,;.11 f; &tlim· i,1, lhr >t <"r1il1 ~(>1·y. Uu e:S slw Jwpo tliat 
p[l,rLy-spirit will '1;rnv:iil :mflleit'. 1llly ovm· tlm rncm]Ji,rs of tire 
Srmato nf S:woy, to m:i. lrn tltel)l f'ind n ri ght and a mo1·i;g:1gc1 
where thc~ rn has HG\'er been om1 ? It is true. that it seem s that 
this trib1111al. has µ;01JJl a li t1;l.e quickly to work iu gn1111ii11g 
provi~imrnlly tl1e Ht, izure wiiilwut having heard the p:n·tios; lmL 
it" ifi to he~ hoped from I be enl igld«mmi:mt anll the sense of 
jv1,,tice of' the ~eig11iors who cou1po~;e it., that; af'Cer having beard 
tl1t~ lll, JH~i11g COll\'il)Ced Of' ihe iujrn;tice of t.Jie cJeirnt,JH1 or 1.Jw 
plaii11til1', 1tl1t"Y will JJOI m 1it he 1" a11L1 annul the prnvisioua l 
St'Ji;o;u1·u wl1id1 t,11(,7 have· g rnntr::cl. 

It 111m;l; bt) thaL i11, Savoy the t cr111 of I\d;:igon carri ·s fL 

diif,~.renL i1l (![l, fr0Jt1 what it; ha.~ in hut rm;t of BurnpP; or, t]ml; 
tlw pbintilf, far from J.osing her t:imo iJJ hhnt. con1J~ry, bu; ,.,- ell 
lenm1~rl L]lC' rn)c: of r1 1u]t.ipli c:1t.iu1L. 1/1"t' l fr> iu/ r;o11 .'. Lt /u.l,iu'll, Bay .~ 
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rhn, 11,mnmifod u./. tho lc(is/. to ihii'/;y Urn11.s1m1lP,1. tu,qr; ;u<. AlUtouri li 
w<'1 ar1~ Hot conc1ir1wc1 hcwe 1;o 1lisp uLo tho g rn:iLc;r or kss :ntw n;;f, 
after 1 li e ordC\r of 'J'lt<:,il' Lij;~cc,ll e.uci e,; , I will noi; n ,frain from' 
s:,ying that it is prov1-)il by the j mi1lic::iJ i11v1mtcll'y, t:iken i 11 
S0r1tmul1m :I '7~G by the lmiliff of lfcvey, in c01rnL>:1n c~nc0 of t.l1o 
order <:f 'l'lieir JDxcelleucies, th:tt all tlte property and cJfocts of' 
tl10 saHl . dame, cstinmtod by perso1rn sworn for tll[\t )Jlll'I O;J<\ 

amounted 0~1ly to thirty-night thousand fra11c cJ , altlwl1 gh- U1 1:i 
prvpi~rl;y wlueh her f;tcpmothcr enjoyed ::mrl tl1c rcmnimi of tho 
'.(i!lrris ol' tlttl rn::muf:wtury wt•ru cor;11;riserl in thi;.; Brn11---hy which 
it [1,ppcnrs t.hnt I h~ve never ha11 in lw111] frnm lwr a1XlV'O thirhy 
tli ou~am1 hvrc rJ . i':obody knowll bcttn· tlrnn yon that Uto 
l'Ct:i Ult of 1.110 Hal1i of Lim sail1 property was far bulow t]1:.i,t rmm. 

. Bu~ Lhi': is a tl'iL!o, aud fllrn mrnit ]Jo im1'l10m\11, fur shl-1 lrnu 
only m rnccl the dotal conr:citution two--tbirds. \'Ylty shouli'l slll! 
:op('ak more C(lrrcdly in 1;hirJ n.rticlo than in all the r est of 1!1rn 
m·tielcfJ r It. f;(:\(:)llJS to nm tlui,t she hmi tnnlO Ll l1cr coat fabc-
hoocl ha::: becom1:) her fa vourit"; i::iin . ' 

If I mn rightly informed, some montlw af't;e.r her 1fos1wLion 
8110 wruf;u to lllY fathul' hy tho Clll'e of numilly that she hail 
tak'.;n HO [)arL in our 11nfm-tu11utu :mit, aw1 that 8ho ltaCl dono 
all m lwr power to turn me from it. Jt is positivL1ly <rnik' tho 
cun1;rn1·y, ni:l I cnu protest bd'oro U od rmcl in cntil'c trutli. 

lu; f. i: lt~11' im1i1Te1·011co for the fail,lJ in nmttm· of rdiriun, 
f:lt1,, ow<-\ll it m part to the pri11c:ipks of om· PietiHt.s . 'l'.liat;:i was 
the sentiment of her bte father, aml it app1:)ars to have bn1:>n 
1ilt~d ; of the late .lVL Magny, one of 1Jrnir princip~il doctors, who 
fJ:LtL1 to 1110, 011 his r ehuu fro.m a journey tu Annecy to 8 :c.c my 
dcsrnfrcf;s, that he hail never found her r:;oul so well turnec1 
tmrnrds C oc1 in di:,positions. 'J'hese were his exact worc18 
which scnndalisec1 me greatly. ' 

, 'J'Le :1fot·t~::mic1 dame cornplaius rif her ~ ·il1uilion in her petition. 
Il she rncamJ by that that 811e has been c1eceive.l1 in her lw1ies, 
she has only hcrncH' to hbmc for it. 

8orno time ::i.go, I war:; told Uint she was snfforinr from a 
c·1ncc'l' aL UL, 1 · , , 1 l i · · . 

1 

_' ' ' '.Lmuwy, W Jel'C S 10 Wa'l 1vmg. vVhen you ascert[Lin 
tit~ truth with rrg:ml to this, let me b 1ow, I pray yo Ll. U 
j,]'.IS IJo sn, doeu f;he desin1 to rnnko ~L 3·i['t to J10r f10W churelt 
of pr"11r-n ty nvm: which rJ l1 0 has no right? I [Lill persuaded 
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tbo.t ifI had b m.1 in the 001mtry she wot1l~ nevei· 1111ve dared to 
insert io her petitim1 the malicious insinuations with which it is 
fill a j but knowing lll, ro ·be far awny, she thought that abe 
could do iti with impunity. 

My let r h11s iusensibly a~·dv d at the size of tl· voh1me. I 
make you , ·th0ua1.md exc.nsea, my cl.ea.r friend, and I pray you 
to olun·g the l oat~ tlo my account, it no·t being just tha.t you 
should lie btu•tl u d in aiiy mannel'. I have thought thnt, ib wns 
absolutely neaossa.ry: to lltfill into a well-fol'mulated c1 tail, nnd 
th' ho. onrried me .farther aw1iy-than I supposed it would, and 
bRS taken tim , aa you m11iy w -11 jt1age, to recollect events whiuli 

k plt\O six y 1:iira a~o. My si.tuation of mind has u t 
permitted mo to aliridgo it. It i$ incleecl time to l'eply to tlte 
contents of yo\u· l tter. 

oo, my l IW l'ri na, G13 well 1;1,s my OOlla i ,1.1 c1e Bochat, whom 
pmy yon to llS/;lure of my ontire friend hi.p, think I.hat it is 

absolutely necessn.ry to Jmv n manif ato pi•inted and ilistrilm e1 
in :y, M much t.o r Ii \rem Crom 1\he l~trooions ouJumuies .f 

ition of my deset'Lr as as 'to .mnke known her ntire 
duct. I a.m of th sa.in 01 ill.ion, rmcl, beiug persuaded of 

Ill" prudenci.•, I phl06 ;mys 1 r in yeru· hands in this respect. I 
conduct ia kuown t ou. You will llnd o.u o.ccmmt of oue 

parf, of it in 1;Jrn pdit.icm w l1ieh I pre8LJI d;ed to Tlu=:ir J•;xcdlonl!ios 
ou the subj l'?c(; of this accursed affair aml whieh ouuht to lr 

' b I.:) 

among 11;y im1wr:o; only I will acl.,l l1 1we some 11H)t'e circnrn stanccn 
of whiuh you can rnako such nse a:> you rnay 111~t1rn propi~ l'. 

In tho i:ut.umn of 17:.l;) Hhe was at Ai~x iu 8avoy, on nccount 
of sumo pams. Jl.1 .. Done, to whom in passing I pray you to 
pr"sent my complrnwn1 ;;, ace 111pn11i0d hE-1' thitJ1or. FJ'om 
1lhL·)nco sl1e made a journny to Oiia11lhfry. (~ lto paHsi~c1 1·,lic·1t 
sQme chys ~t Uc:Hova,. wl1m·e sm1rn la11it-lf:i , muo11gr;t 01Jic1· t; 
'lHme: Galbtm, 01tkrta111ol1 li>J'. She coulil no ~ ref'mi1t from 
~l.towmg iJwm how lllllCh NhO \VHS char1n.ml Wil:J1 f:fav1)V, ::t llll ltO\'v 

cl.1 ~gnstod Rho wa:i with our c0Lt11l.1·y. H un.onnLl>l1 pe·~· :;;o1w lmvo 
' l!HC'O 'lSSl!rCd f '·] ' f 1 · ' , , . ' · · ·, · u~c o i, ~1 8 <ict. ltavn le~Lrncd al<>n, :iincn t11~ 1J, 
t.J1,1t. it wa1; iforrncr llu•' vo , ... , t·h· t tl l . 

' • t) I >J .) ag,, ' cL tey !c;:;·an h1 nwk 'JJlllW 
1 "·1 1Jy prn11uc;o8 aJJLl a.tt-,unl·i 1ui . 



She \\I[\,~ ill Urnt wiuLer. 'My Ullcle de vulliurelltl lrnviu!J 
done uA t110 honour t;o come to s,,iu us, slw told him i11 so in1my 

\\'ords tlrn,t he w·onkl hear the next enmrner of a most e;(tra~ 
ordinary event conceming a. lady of the country--a proof that 
sho had pre1x1red 11er plami a 1011g timl-: beforelrnncl 

She had, towards the spring of 172G, the precaution to 
r-:unm10n to V evey M. Viridct, a pltysieian of Jl,forges, wiUt tl1e 
intention of being advised to take t,he waters, a remedy which 
i.~ a goud sar'ldle for all horses. 11. Viridet, recogn isi.ng tbai; 
11c1· illness arose mo1·e from perLurbnJ.ion o[' mind than from real 
dd ic;\cy of body, aud seeing her determined to take the waters 
ul' Ampbi on, t ouk gCJOd care not to cuntr[ldict her dusires. 

Umlm this prtJtext she was enabled to anange everyt.hiDg 
for the exL~cntion of her p]'()juct. The rn[lnufacLory which she 
had est,abli8ht:ll, alld which had hcen begun in J 7:2 1L, 1 fnmished 
her auoU1eL' 111\>tLixt, fol' horruwing consicfoi:abT.e. sums, who8e 
atnoun L you may see and J-.hu lhte in t,11e inveJLtury of the monLb. 
of Septc:rnber ] 7:2G. 'i'hey are not m1known to you , Ginco you 
made the pay:Q 1ents. 

She C[li'l'lt'd with ltcr the money she had borrowed on this 
occa::;ion in the winter of ] 725-6, and the money borrowed up 
to h r,'r departure. 'L1l1oro were even loans contracted in the 
1110nth of ;Jm10. She cmTied them mvay, I say, or at least 
1.he grnater portion of tliern; arnl though 8lrn may have employed 
a part of the aforesaid sums to buy silk, &c., or to p:1y the 
workmen, s'lrn was more than indemnified by the goods thcm­
solvu~ whicl1 slrn took away with lier in leaving '\Tevuy, or which 
Gt. Antlre fonvardecl to her a1·, T~vim1. 'l'his was all the more 
easy, inasmuch as I myself had no part iu the mnnufactory. 
Yon will iincl tl1is inventory and t.lic condition of my pretensions 
against the afort;iouicl among my papers. If the inventory 
should l>e rnir:;laid, it can always be found in the hands of the 
secrebry lx1llival Grenier. 

Towards the end of June l 72G 2 lt flood createcl consider­
able devastation at Vevey and in the environs. 'L'he collars, 
gardens, wirw-prcsses- --in a word, all the lower pal'ts were 
i.rndcir water. 8rnrcely were things re.stored to order, when she 

' l'nti ())& l\lontct, p . :\26.) 
• I ~ ;Jl-l Qul d he July b, (De )Jnntet~ lJ , ~27,) 
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. , . 1 . l · , to put all the finest and 
took t,he occmuo11 of [\ gem~l::t Weis u~1g . Jul the 

t 1. '1"1. Lk~ 'l'huir l~xcE·llenc1es deputed, m y, 
bos men ' Q • · . l t · t If the 
'l'r~o.surer de Watteville to examine. upon tie spo . l.: fi 
loss~s caused by the waters. She . cl1rnJe exa ~ly tb1s ~ .or 

1 
, ·t , 'I'he occu11atio11 wlllch 1.hc repair of the clarndoges 

her ( ep.u me. . , l , - .. 
made by the W[l,tcrs to om house an:1 to our cuunt1~-10~so gave 

me, prevented me from 1~nc1erta~n~f.S' the ~o:a~'~. ~;~th her. 

]~ ·vtlti'nct seernetl to combme to fac1h!aLe hei n1 ,~.q . .>11se. 
~VC!J o' fl 

As she always took with her a gre:i,t deal o uggnge, even 
,. th h ·j· 1- ti·i·1) and [IS this would con;:;ume some weeks, 
1or . e s 01 es · , ' . 
those who were not in the plot paid no atte1:t10n .to tlie f'.wi; that 
·l took with her more t-.lrnn usual. Besides, m pacbng her 
sie f'U !l· baugage, she only nrntle use of a proselyte who o owec ier 
int~o Savoy some weeks after her desertion. As we h[l,cl [ICtecl as 
spons<Jrs to the child of tbis woman, arnl m; fih<? hatl _oft~n been. 
i 11 t.lie homie ancl had even rntrsell rny desertrns8 dmmg het 
ill;ucss, there was no ground for suspicion. , 

Oliligccl to accompany His Grarnlcur [tl1e 'J'reasurcr]. as 
much through my re.spect for him as from the fact of my bem? 
1;!~e iforiuty of the Council of Vevey, of which I was a member, it 
:w:.ns imi~ossible for me to perceive this intrigue ; . and an e~ent 
like that of lier evasion could not naturally enter rnto my mmcl. 
My desertress arranged everything to ile1~art chui11g the night, 
under pretext of avoiding the herLt of the day; finding, 
apparent.ly, tlwt nothing was in butter kecpi.ng witJh a work of 
darkness thm1 darkness itself. '['his wm; on July 13th and l'Lth. 
On the chy preceding this depm·tnre, I said to her that it would 
be well to pnt up the silver which W[IS not absolutely necessary. 
She clid so, ancl in my presence placed all the best th[lt we had 
in [\ buffat, where wo were accustomccl to put; it; when we went 
out of town, with the exception of two chandeliers, a cm1dle­
stick, two spoons, an cl as many knives ancl forks, a coffoe- pot, 
alilcl a te[l-pot wliich she took, she saicl, for her use during 
her sojourn at liJvian; and h[l,ving placeLl the key of the afore­
said bufl:et in a closet where there were many others, she gave 
me the key of the said closet. 

There remained then for my use only some old spoons and 
forks, and nn flJ1ti<1ue salt-cellar--in a word, simply what you 
found among my p.ffecth. Ar; I wa1E '~ oing out a short tim · 
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afoer, sho :>nit] to mo that she noct1 t~ L1 Born0Llti11rr which :;ho l1ail 
1brgottcn in l.lw aCorl>Ha it1 cl0Sl-1t . I gave !ter 1,110 k.~y, w l1ich :;hn 
handecl hack to me on my return. 

I suppAcl that evening with His Grancleur nt the housc3 

of M. Oouvron. 1{y dl'St-Jrtrer:!R took tl1i8 i11turval to have hcl' 
coffors anc11rnggngl~ tram:porljoc1 to tlte ]Jon!,-tJ1at if:1, ]Jrig:nltirn1, 
for such it was . She c1i.L1 not forgnt tho silv~w pbto tlrnt Hlrn 
lt:u1 lucked np th[lt chy in my presenco, of which she w:w 
cn.rnfol to take poNse,r::::;ion b fore ;~·iving mo lmc;k the key of 
tlte key clo:;et. 

Umk.r pretext of housekeeping at Evirm, she took the 
kitclwn utens iJ1>, th o irornvnro, &c., tho finrnit nnd hoi3t lin ou, 
coverlets, n1:i,ttreu:mR, wi1;h lu:w jl~wolc1 arn1 11ULkrnlol;hi·ng; iu 
a word, all that yon c:m m10 in 1,11 0 Ji;;(; nf uff ,d:.J which 11110 
cnrriecl nway wl1. l~Il the invcn.i;r>ry was mMfo in 1 '1:,G, aucl 
ovon others besiLlti. Yon will fim1 t.hir:i li::;t among my p::i.pers. 

Doyom1 thi s, she caniell away a lat·go part of tlie goolll 
of the manufactmy. 'J'he fact that sho coulcl 1101; clo t;l1i s witl1out 
t,J1e [cit1 of St. A11dr6 g ives great caus0 for suspicion that they 
imtkre>tuoc1 t\ach other. 

On rny r eturn, I fo nnc1 that she was Hlrn1; np in h er l'oom, 
unl1er pl'Ctencc of sleeping. NotwilJ1::;tanc1i11g ljhiB appoamuce, 
i1; Wt1S this time ;;]w took to fo1iHh packing, that is to 11ay, 
putting up tho silvm· she was carrying away w il:h ltor, nnll 
her jewel8. As I ht\arc1 no nc ir;o, alLhongh t lrnrn was :c light 
·-which sho haL1 always burning in her room sinco ltc1· last 
illner;s-I weut to lJ (~d, giving on1en; to the l1ornestics to 
iuform mo the rnonwnt tl1at she was mvake. 'l'hi,; she prH­

ventccl them from cloing until just the moment Lefore her 
Lkparturo. 

Abont two o'clock in the morning, she came to mn to 
say tH1ieu. She wouh1 not hear of my gettin::;· np. I 1litl sn, 
however, throwing over rno only my ni711J de chC1mln·e. J rt,li; lwr 
tremhling ru:> I com1Lte1;r.\c1 lter to tht> huat, so greatly tlit1 ~lJtJ 

fonr, apparontl y , to ]Jo lliscovcTcll; 11ut W\~ Wf\l'(" all so 1JlirnlutJ 
about her, that scarcely woultl 1\· o kwe 1Jt·)li1-Wol1 our own ny<'s. 
Shu oven pu~liell lw1· diRsirn 11latio11 ~o far, that during tlio tirnn 
1.Jrn1j slto rnc~ diiiatud tliifJ 1i110 s~roko, ulrn manil'csLcd for llll) n 
npcciul currfodi (,y. 

11 took with he~· fa, Ohenebi6 of V v y to a.et na her 
fmilft/1,IJ tl chcvmlwo during her sojo'Ur'n o.t Evinn . 

1tt )ViL ln leaving th h 11 ·e 1;o g tp mb~rk that she gu.ve 
to po ,l' p Iler bo om:ry un]. r. tJhe nn.'IJle of t.oilet-oasa ~ cafilc~ti 
wbioh she ha.cl not been wdhng to sencl to tha boat b · f01 e 
bersolt. It '13 ti·ue thot it ha~ s~1'Vec1 for . thal; purpos , b ut 
"Ii tihis ti'.111 Jilie had pfac d m it the s1Ivel' that she. WllB 

·iir1 iug away, ain~ h ·11 jaw I ~ . 
J>e~r ac~ompanieu het• Q.S far ns Evian. Ile has tolcl me 

sin t,hnt he haa fonn this casket vei·y h o.vy. He is foll 
r lifi 1:\$ fill· !IS I know, and he Ct~ll 1i ll y u bims lf. He is an 
~um id, 11ui.u; you ba.v bad many pr ofs of ih in th guai·llinu­
ship nJtd Bi\<I of Jhy effects. Certainly if he had lmown wlto.t 
ho wns C'Al'l'yil1g lie wo\1ltl hew told me, anc1 the blow wonlcl 
lmv:o nussecl; hilt, I i , 11 t tltink thtit I ahoulcl ho.ve beau nuy 
l'uq)pie,1'. lf you h.n.va oconaion to remfor him n sc•rvico I ::;hall 
be nnCkr obligations for it, Or1;1.Ll I flhall creclit yon with it. 
l l1avt1 f1 1,rg<)M.tm to tllliY in its placo that I took U10 nfore:mid 
] 'utll.r wil1h nm to Anneoy. E.is namo is Ji'nrncby. He iH from 
t\l~o vilbgti of S::i.:i,nen in Ueflsonex, or it::1 cnviron11. 

I wa:; l;]Ho.n Hn occnpitxl wiU1 arranging for the r epair of the 
a isonforH of the Jle)Ol1 j,]t::i,t I h ail not Limll to go to Evian m11;il f;]io 
. ,tJ1 of August;, which was a i··nmfay. In this inter val, I recoivl~ll 
f:Jl>)!Ol':tl Jotters from ltor of n very cordial charo.cter. I was at 
l~ vian wit.Ji M. Oonvrou and some others. vVo went there in a 
brigantine. 

W hen I was at the hour>e of the aforesaid clarno, r;he saic1 to 
nw tlwt, not having seen me for r>orne time, she prayed me not 
to go ont tltat clay, arnl to iw·>S t.lte whole of it with her. I dill 
f:O all t,Jie rnoro wilJin gly that, irnlir:;ponsable aff.'1irs calli11g 111e 
the~ 110xt cby to Vevcy, it would h0 necessary for me t o retn m 
with t.heso gentlemon, who wore going hack the s:m10 evenillf"· 
,"'he fomw1 that I mi~"ht discover her Jcsi~·n am1 <werythi11>n· 

0 l~ ' . 0 

ternloLl to close my eyes. 

., 'Slfac1amc clc B.onnovanx came thi h er while we were dining. 
~ho only came rn anc1 went out innncdi.atoly. I got up to 
accornpm1y her. She would nut alJow me, ancl saic1 to me three 
t.itnes, 'Do not loavo your wifo.' N ovorblteless I :Lcco11tpauiell 
her to the door. mw has ~inco protondoJ tltat tJhe wi tihod L<i 
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reveal to me l>y the::;e words tlw intenti on of rny d•,,sertresH, and 
J,hereLy put things in order. I leave it to every man of good 
sense to judge if one could give such an interpretation to them. 

Note well that the aforesaid chme de Bonnevaux had Leon 
oue of the principal mediarics in i;his aJJ-i:~ir, and that she ho,d 
taken upon hm·self the ?'nlo of proselytiser. 'When the devil 
was olcl, he tumed hermit. I desired to go and call upon ]u;r 
after dinner, but rny de1>ertress prevented me. Everything 
gave her umbrage. She feared lest something shon Id escape 
the aforesaid dame, which would discloEe the pot of roses which 
were nevertheless upon the point of opening. \Vh en we were 
alone, my descrtress prayed me to send her Bayle's Dictionary, 
whose perusal would amm;e her; saying that she suffereLl greatly 
from e;inni, and was almost al wrrys alone. 

I had a very Leautifnl cane with a gold@ head which she 
al::io asked for, to use in walking while taking the waters, so 
much did it grieve her to leave with me the slighte:st thing from 
which she might derive profit. Ar; I knew not lww to refuse 
her anything, I gave the one and the other to E:it. Am1re, whom 
she had asked me to send to her next Clay, being obliged to talk 
with him concemiug the affairs of the manufact.ory; and he 
carried them to her. 

My companious camo to pay her a visit. We took coffCfJ 
t,ogether. vVhen going out, they said they wou!J inform me 
when they were ready to leave. 

'l'he rest of the time that I was with her, she sighed, arnl 
said now and then, 'My dear husband, what will become of 
you?' This was apparently the remains of a remorse of con­
science, but it wa8 soon smothered. vVhat took place on the 
night even of our dqmrture is a proof of tl1is. As she was 
subject to vapoms, I thought it was only the effect of that 
malady, and I sought to tram1uillise her. 

'l'he hour of departure arrives; they come to inform me. I 
take leave of her. She manifests as much friendship as she had 
ever done in her life for me. She accomprrnies me outside of 
the house, whose rear looks on the lake, as far as the shore, with 
tears in her eyes. I saw some of the king's guards ronnd about, 
but did not for a moment suppose that they were there to watch 
ns. 'Nevert.hele~ s , 11othing w;i,s more true, nnd I have tJiur;e 
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learned t,Jin,t my desertress ]J;,1d already given her word to 1;J1e 

llisl10p of Am1•' cy. . . . . 
AR we ld'J-., she accompn.mc(l the bngantme with her eyes. 

But of wh1;1.t disshn11 la.trion is not a woman capable ? I have 
since Jeu.rnad, on good au hodty, but long after, that scareely 
lrnd 8Jw hurn d her back upon us, than her maid said to Jwr, 
• Jifaclarne, yo11 have a ,goocl husb~nd.' 

, If yon think so,' she replied, 'then take him, for he will 

80011 he without [t wife.' 

1~ 8 ..,ve were beginuing our voyage, we perceived the kinr" of 
Sardinin. 011 hot-sebn. k, with flome seigniors of hiR cour1;, return­
• 

1
cr from a 'l'\)'Oll'lenade. Some of om· gentlemen not havin" 

lln r b 

s~elil him b for , li\pproach d the shore and descended. I re-
mained in the boatwitJ1 the oth rs . Wh n the king had passed, 
tlaese gentlemen ret.urnec1, a11cl we. R 't sa~l onco rnore. 

J have been assured that as I-h MaJPRty mitcred Evirtn, my 
d s >. rtrc!is, who lodged in tl1e honse of the sieur Huguet, which 
is very near tlw gate, went; n.nr1 threw herstllf ut his foot to 
dmn:i.ncl his pr1.itection, aml bren<l. vVherenpon the king seems 
to have replied, ' I nccmd yon the one, and .1 will tnJrn care that 
JOU do HQt waut t.he other.' 

At auy rate, ii; is certain (;]in,!; from thaf; same evening, slrn 
chlil.ngec1 lwr loclgingt-:, aud wmit. to the honse of Mrne. de Bonnc­
vaux, where they took care to n,muso her and keep her within 
view, as if tlH')' fe:.i,n:cl ilmt there wonld be an attempt to carry 
Jtn(J'r r,1f[ 

vVe nrn1fo SCal'Cflly more than t;wo leag11es that night. Bnd 
weather overLonk us ; much min fel 1, mHl even hail. Jj; was 
fort•unate that we hacl taken provisions with us, for tlrn wiud 
wa~ so contrary t.hat we were ohligc~d to pass the night on tlit-1 
S<ivoy con.sf;. \Ve n.cconirno<htt1<1 oun;<)lves tu tl1e best of orn· 
n.biliLy in our brigantiirn, which waR bett1w af; any rate than the 
• 'rwoyan huts. \Ve heard from time to tim.e tlie patro]8 . 'I'hcv 
cmt1;i1rned th0ir romirl'> the wl10!0 nighi·, through. I L1o 11 ,~1; 
~loul1t tliiH wnii in order to olJRE1rve nR and th"1· ,, ]· n·'ve . ·] ' ~ ("° I c :i \ - ''° -_, ~·\, 10 

pa.~Rml the lake wii.11 ue was CL sorb of spy; for have sirwe 
bcicome convinced tb ab he h11d served as messenger Le1;ween 
Mme. de J};nnevamc and my d serbress in the correspondc\ftcu 
het,w1 <'rt \,l"''n hefor,~ t,h la.t,t r'e &1'11ival at Elvi1u1.. 
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vVo 1·mclrnl1 \Tcwey 01\ M<1w]:iy 1'. liO !)1;]1, in 1.11 0 J.llOl'llin;_~· T. 
s:iid to St. J\ ll(lru tl.tat; uiy <lesortrem; wi$lrnd tliaf; ]J.( sl1ould go oww 
to :c;co her. 11.e lert:, and tMh to hoi: rn y cane and Ifay lo, wltich 
I hm1 h:wd ed to liirn . Ht. re.turned on 'L'ucr;dn,y rnomi11g, t.lrn 
Gth, nm1 fJaill that; ht~ must send to tl1e rtforermi11 dame rt crrnl~ or 
],a]e of rn0rclwndiHe on that vory day. 'L1hi s extremely su11tlo11 

order snrprir;ec1 mo ; but ho tolc1 1110 tlrnf; tlto nf'nr()s:i,i(l 1ln1110 
::tlJf!olutdy wi shel1 it, nn 11 Llwt 8he hnc1 scokkc1 him. bcca.risu ho 
d c.~ ired to lli G:-rnnLlo lt er, fmying to l1im t·liat sht lrnll rt clrnnco 
to :c:cll ii; to allvnntago. Ho th urcupon arr:mgr 11 t110 hal•1, 
which wa:.; V(Wy la.rgo, am1 senf; it in the r.vening by the ]Jnat 
of Evian which lw.l1 hrongltt him, aui1 which a\\'aiteL1 tJ1iA 
freight. 

'l'he scr1(ling lrnviug been complehi1l, !)(\went; to I.nm:an1io. 
I cam10t rcmcmbm· cxacbly wlic;l;lwr lw W()n\; 1;ho srn1rn night; or 
rntly tlto next morning. \Vlwt J c1o know ir: t.l1i:1 : tlrnt 011 

l •VL·(ln0011ay lWflning, ;_\u g wd; '1, !11'1 1:t)t11rn v11 frrn11 l1nw,arn11-\, 
:mi.I, co1 uing up to nw a:;; 1 wa~J walkj11g in the r en t· ol' ULLJ 1\jlL1, 
r: ni<J, ' l\'1011r:icnr, yon lrnve no i1wr01 a wife.' 

' \Vha1,? ' saic1 J, o,lt<)g'("tlll' r a•:tonirJ li e(l. 
' J\fo, .l\forn;iM r,' he repliud ; 'slrn loft 11:vian 1;hi13 rnorniJ1g 1.•> 

follow the kiu !_5 to 'l'nrin.' 
'A rn )-on qnit.o sure of jt?' I sai.Ll. 
''l'lmt ili tlw !);l' 11 c1·al ru nHm 1· at L[tu f.: fl,rn1n,' lrn re;plin11. 
I wn.s RO l1lj11dc(l j,JJ:l(; r co11ld 11 1)1; l11'li1 w0 fl, \\' lll 'd of' ii .. 

r~'tm·1w1l tn t.lin hm1;;1>, :rnd whilr>, going- 1il1 ii.l1 er rdl •d r•1l 1,l1rtL 
tl1<\J'O iro rn;yur r~rnnko wi,t.hout fire-). I ddl'.:rrni1w1l, at; an.y- rah\ 

1o 8 1~:1 r 1~h in 1-1l1e k ey c1o.';et for that of tl10 1Juffct 11-l1 crn Hl1u l1a1l 
pl:1.ce1l 1.ho fiilv1~ 1·-pb(t1 in rny preFJencc,,. T Wf1.fJ c;11r1wi''1>d. :i.t 1rn 1; 
fii1rliJig t11j;: kny 1;l1 ('n\. Dming U1 ( wlink inh·l'vn l wl1il'li l1fl<l 
(;.lapsetl si11cc her lfop:1 1·t.111·p , ll(Jt l1aviJJ !_)' lt~d or:r·.n.:;: inn to 111ab1 
a11 y u sl~ wl :n.hwl r oi' wl1at Wfl~; in 1.iie buJT'c<t, ii; had nnt \ .Jlt:;n; 1~ 
rny i11i111l Ln e.:,·nmi 11 0 ii;, 

]~'inn.lly, I lr1ui1 r-[ 111i ~.; kJy; bt•t ynH r:111 never irn ;1,'..611n wh cTn 
sh~ b.d p u:. it. I ,.,· :1 ::; n,J.: ont tu J1: i.1c tb1: L11 f'fi:;t npr, ;1c·:l

1 
nml ii; 

W!111li1 11:w11 been n ec 1~~;s:ny t;o r,;.n1ploy a loc]rn 1ni1:1t, wl1 <" 11 tl10 
jl't11·es\, d.1 :1ncu li::(1111u t u foJ.11 it. ]:Lwin g fatk1·J 1 (1\ t1; t11 0 col1'h:itl:3 
c.J' \.]; ~ 1,],; rj1·t, in nl'! l1'J' ho 1;1' :trch U1r>t·ci 11 t.l1or11 ngl1 ly-, OHL'· <1f 1 . 111, ~: 1-1 

wh o \1"1;ro 11Tit.l.:. me; lonLiHg iut.o a1 J. ol1l t,,-a l"~.x· ll1·1-11v 011{; IJOlll<'l 
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cot:f;on wii;l1 11•l1ich ii; wnri lill L';d , :tll<l in which !;ho <hmc had p111; 

this ke. ru1d that C:Jf hel· warch'ob . . . 
Tbla aighti straek m , and noqtrninted me WJth i-ny .m1 fi r­

tnn . T rupl te my oonviotio11, I op neu the bufl t, a11cl 
foun~l the 11il'ds Jiad left the nest. I 01)ened her w:mlrob . She 
had cMri cl awn-y everything; she hnd soorcely ev n left some 
}'[l.11)' 8. 

0 

'l'hi8 t,Jm~w mo inlo a f;taf;o of mini1 tl1at yon C[ln W t ll 
imn<.,iuo. 'J'lw tronb]t-\ I wn.S in Hot. p1o:rmi1 .t.j11g mo 1.0 dt•ierrni 11 ci 
imn~c1]iah~ly the part th[l,t I sl.tould k!w, I went to Beck rt fl'iuud. 
I tNlrl !tim t~hc) alfail'. 

''J.'htit which yon f:a)(I,' l sai il to him,' am·l Uw rumom· wl1ich 
pnwailr,:, am proo f':o tl 1rtt slw luw c1c1$0rte<1 rn o, bnt no l; 1.hat Bl; 1 

has finally alJam1mw(1 mo. I i't;::tr tlint in going mysoli' tu tLo 
~p11L to obtrLin infi!1·nrn1ii1JJJ, I rnay '-'xpos11 my8df.' 

'JJo not gr.i,' 1JaiLl 11,0. ' ~-;t '·lH1 ratl11~ 1· sunH'l 0110.' 
'\Vo rtgn::ctl 1inrtllf, tl1at it slurnlLl LL~ St. ,l\1111ro. l prnyt>'1 

lnim t1) tkpart 1 "h«~ 1>:~111e l'Vm1ing. 'J'hi:o ho 11id, with Peto1:, wl1 om 
I UQ11rnglit hi i,11 to gi1't hi1 <"1 as n, co11111:1_niuu. 'lufonn so11rtiolf,' 
] Bair! to l1illl, 'wiJh 1ix:1.cl.i1i111lu of eve1·yl:hi11g, rtu11 give 111Ll 
~·01ijstn11t m,1ts.' 'l'liis was on 1;ho uigltt botwoou \Vounesday and 
'l'lrn r. ·ll ay. 

On •i'JtmrRtlay 111nrning, 1-.Jw 8tl1, a man from Lm1 srrnnc, \\r]1 oso 
n ori,111( I do 1111t ren11"111l11>. 1·, a11\l wlw l1:tl1 c01110 f1·011t l~vi:lll, e:i. 1111~ 

f,t) m,r b1)UfiLJ, aml tuld l'llL\ that i1; w:i.s mtl,f i;oo trne; 1-. J1ai; 1,lt1:i 
rur~ll'l.\ ~:~ id chrnu ha11 ]p, f't; t·hll day /J1~ r·or e (vV'e.1.L1 e:)df1,\'), All"'llH1; '7 

• • /'""'! ' 

t 1.1rl)• in U1"~ i11111·11i11 g ; 1,J1at sl11.: h:1d r.t·an.1·,' :1;'1-11.11(-1 wltoln 1·.own 011 
f'1 ) 1~ i -,, 1;onil11cied l'Y tw<> g1~ n 'Lh,1 1 11L .~l u[' t,111: :mj t;o of B it; :i'll:ij o;;l;y; 
t.lw1; at thl\ g:Ll:u ,,f 1\Jliuge,,, she lt ad enterULl a coach wilil1 n 
g1'n1kwoman of };vian (whom I Q.f't()l'Wal'ds saw ru:ar her :d; 
~\nrn>c:y) t,o hwp lJei· company; ~Llll1 that eig bt g uarlls of Uis 
1l1l:~jt~!J f .y P,SC1)l'LP•1 t1J<~ coac:h. 

l!1>.L11'<·)1:n OJHJ m11'1. Lwo i11 Ll1 0 af-'(; n10on, t;wo hoa1;men corni1w 
f I' ' l '> 1·,110 ~1·1~u1 tol1 JJ lD tlta1; t iJl'Y had mpl; f;l; . 1\J1d1 ·l\ who lt:id iii·· 

slJ•nctecl them to come to F.lee lYI • 'We bo.ve, th y snicl <this 
morn i11 -r seen th ki11g com OILL from Ma~!l 1 a,:u,(l, tder t.l; man 
l ng11 t to t.a~ oara tq ael'HJ · n the cl tl1 s of Mme. de vY in ns. 
Wo saw the oftbrs nnil ba,les · m,baTk tl for Genevn. l!lvci:yth.iug 
waa null 'r the seal !HlU arms of the king,' 
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'I'herenpon, after having taken a l>uni/.lo;1,-for, by the way, I 
had swallowed n othing since dinner of the previous day--I 
mountec1 on horsdxtek, and accompanied by a neighbour arrived 
at Geneva t.h e following da.y at the tinrn of opening the gates. 
I consulted two persons of my acquaintance, men of honour, as 
to seizing the aforesaic1 effects, but, they :.tsRured me tho,t I should 

not succcec1, ns they would !Je imssed um1er the name and cover 
of t.he king. T di.d uot push my point, and retumod to iuy 

l<)d•1i11gs - am1 think I adOj)tecl a wi se course. I should, rnore-
o ' ' 

over, havti rnisroc'.d thtJ principal thing, the car;ket, which iihe 
traveller lrnd taken care to tmnsport with lwr in t.h e coach. 

On t.l1 e day after rny rei;mn, the ea, tellm1 of V evey t ook t he 
tronlJle to come am1 sm1 m e. H e inform ed me of the order of' 
'l'h eir E xcellencies , to the effrd that the property of tlicir sub­
jects who ch:rnger1 theit· l'di g ion waR to ho confiscatec1 to tlw ir 
profl i; ; :mcl 110 said thaJ, lw was mortified to be o1liged on 
account of Lis oflico to tal:e an i11vEmtory of t lrn dam e's efft,C lH; 

that he \\"as not come to give rn o imin, bitt to consult as to Uic 
manner iu which we Hl1o uh1 tale it. 

I [-J1:u1kec1 ]1im for hi8 politeM RS, am1tolc111i_rn that a!Lhough 
t}rn ru rn ou r ran J;lmt tlrn fugitive h:icl clmnged her religion, there 
was as yc;t no certainty as t o hrr abjuration; and that as, morA­
over, it vrns my t1esign to go arn1 t hrow myself at the foet of 
Tht~ ir Excellenci<'s, J prayet1 l1im i;o snspBnd acf;ioH until my 
return from B(·\rw1. 

J-J o replied tktt he only aRlzed to be relieved from ::my cm1-
sure that might he preferrer1 against him. 'I'his waR just; J 
therefore gaYe him a wri.tJl,en d~\clamtion Lliat if; wa.1-1 itt rny i·e­
quest., a.1H1 il1ai; f(>r 1,hG ahove reasons he La t1 sunpern11-id proceed­
ings; with t]Jjs h(o) \Yo,s coHt.rntncl. 

l received aliont this time a leti er from 1"ltc aforesaiJ dame, 

datrd Augm;t 11, witliout. t.11e l"calit.y being g ivrn. Rho 
an11onucct1 lwr chnngo Ot l'l~1ig i on; t.Jmt >;]rn Juul done thi:i in 
order i;o follow i'.lie stiggr·s l,inn s of' lw.r conscieHce; mid she 
prayctl (-iocl t o be wi_lli ·,1s- to toL1ch my hrnrt, arnl enlighten. nm 
by Bis Holy E;pil'i t . 

A few day i:l )at.er T re(~eivE~ <1 au obl1m', 1foL c~d from Annecy. 
Slw <:.:x 11 r.n·t,1i<1 .. mt-i 10 fnll ow l1 P.1' r}xr111 11 •1 81 or :-1J. lPasf; t.o g ive l1<w 
f;it n co11~nl:i.l'i1) 11 11 1' ~t~c i 11 g n't<''!. 

l'AlJD, mm:·rn, ;\N!l ::U.\' ti\: 

I w~s o.bsoluliely n.gainst rreplylng to these .l _oter·s, _b 11t Fou­
tAo. s, wbo5e M, ista.noe you procured for JU , b mg WLth m at 
Vevey, i'tlchtoed me ho nTIBwer the fiPst. I wTote, then,. and 
t.P.stifieu my );JJ'Jil i e I.it her proceeding, and the unhappy situa­
tion in whicli h hl,lil plnced m . I 1:1.vohlec1 reproaches, beco.ase 
they were uselesR . 

· ~Wn s01 if; it to lier hy f)t;, AmlrG, \\'ho bro1 1g h t us a reply , in 
which she pressed mu to come to St~r.; lwe. J lett this wif;hou1; 

l'l'1ply. 
I•'ontant:R 11nc1 I left for Dnrne. On 011r return, I n~ce. ivetl 

v.nnthrw, in which she asked mo in the 11108!; pressing- manner to 
call npon lwr, sayjng that I shouk1 h11ve rc)ason to be contented. 
I 11bsol11tely desiNd not to do i{;, bnt Fonknws found it p roper, 
as I have tolc1 yon in the r;ecom1 page of 1;hi s long t~pi . t le. 

lfore, finally , is a detail of the whole of this nlf'1ir from one 
<i Hl to tlw ot,her, aml ~Lll its cou8er1nen c8s. I desired, as I saic1 
in thn Lwdfi;h pn p!,·e, only t.o ac1rl somt~ ci.rcnrn.·ta11ces in connec­
t.ion wi. 1~!1 t.lrn co11duc1; of my (1r~~<w1;rn ;;s . 111 rmlm· Lo r ecall thorn, 
it was necu;sary to ('ntor into ck1.ailN, and that ltas i1rne11sibly 
l ,c~a mn 1·,o incrca~e th e sizG of my ldter heyont1 what J desired. 

'J'lti r; b ;Ji: reht.ion, which ill tlw natural order should hnvo 
prcwer1ec1 the oth(~l', is a proof tli:.1.i; tlie Hai1l (larno had taktin l1er 
meosm'l•fi lrmg before to ma hi hDr rm1z1, am1 tlrn,t, omil,t'.[fon l1ad a 
gn~:~kr pait, in it tlwn conscicnc:0. 

. I dicl noL k11ow how to :Lbrillge it. I rnight h:we rm1ncec1 it 
)Jl~' omi l(,ing some <)i1·cm11!3tances which yon well b10w ; and if 

.many arci Rl,'.pr~rflnonr:; yon will only have tl1e trnuhle of reacling 
t.lw m. J3<1s1c1e.s, t.hat 'Yonld have further r ct.ardod 1.Jw L1iRpatch 
of iny reply, which has alrendy been t1ebyed too long . 

. H woukl be t~a.~y to do away wiph bhP suiv.nre so far as my father 
IS concem cd; nothing being more nnjust tl1an that., for my 
c1eRertr~:ss hue~ not the slightest shadow of a right against hj 111 , 

I expnrwncL' h\·cly pain. in heing the cause, although the inno­
Cflnt one, of 1J11~ Heri.ti1ts diGJculties with which he hrts b,.,811 
vilii f · ;~d. If yon fim1 a favoumhle occasi<in to t.t:\11 hi rn how much 

r am m or1 .iJiecl by it, nnd. t;o assure him of my profound rt'Rpect, 
I r;ludl _l Jc nnflru: speoioJ obligation to you. 

_ . Jt 1 ~ 1~spocinlly unfor~Ulll,it-6 for my fat.her, that tl.1i ri pro­
visinn:il R('l0 lll' h ing fon nwo,y wii:h i l1n will nn1; foil 1'o nm n. 

\" l) J, , lf. 

'" 
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great risk of losing th e sums he h na in that country, or, nt Jea8t, 

a o·ooc1 part of tl.i om. They are anyt,hing but ~Srll'ed .. M. de ~a 
D~:1.ic lms, pmperly sptiaking, 1 othlng bel nging to ~n ; all m 
placed in trust, or is entaifod by his contract o ma:rn:igci upon 
his son. 'L'he proper l;y which r emains in the lwn:lK of ~1:. L~ 
J eune comes entirely from his wife. }le hn,s nothmg lumself. 
I do ~ot know the situation of the sicur Picokt. 'l'here is even 
a stronn· presumption that the d ci b1;or8 of my fnJ,her have been 
in coll 1~i\ln witl1 my d0Ber1·.rer-;s, am1 t'lrnJ, tlH .. y have .le<l her to 
<lenrnu<l this seizure. All the circum sta.nct:s convmce me of 
this. 

'r.he said chrne know pcifoctly well 1mforc her flight that 
there renwi1wd i11 th e hruHls of my father a snm which in rea.lil;y 

belonged to nm; r1l1;]1oul?h, perhaps, sh~ lws since for~:o'..t.en t110 
mnmrnt. She knew bNt111es that Messiem·B do la L,tstrn anc1 
lie J ern1e were indebted to my father. i'lte remained , rnwerJ.l1 e-
l ,nc• ,,1'x ""nt'8 in fi rwoy wit.bout; maki11n· the slig·htes1; rnnvellll'mt e'-"a, I ) .._ "' 1_-, (1 I - { , 0 

to R(~i:r,e ti10 afon'l ~:aid Ktrnrn, ovel' w11ioh she bas no more right now 
tlmn ::;he hac1 then. At what moment ditl she bl~gin to ::i,ct ? 
Jlrocisely at the moment when my fa ther, aftm· hav!11g pnrsn.ell 
his debtors, was on tli e p11int; of f1>rcing them to rem1l1nnm lrnn 
in th1~ RUlllR ltlo lrntl c011 fiLfoll to them , and when tli ey had no 
ot.liet· resnm·oo than thi.s (;o deby paymcuL. 

But, R~\Y the parti8anR of thu aforesaid d::im e, snppose e:'on 
that she lrns no righ1; agai11 s!; your fatheJ', ~ In) lia ::i m10 u .g1 ~1md; 

you by her contract of marriage. Your fatl1el' enjoy8 a. snm '..if 
money, j.]w prnpetty or which is in yon. H e has Nome fnnds m 

Savoy; rmd as, to make nso of hot· exa~t lang:rng<'\ she could 
not, have recourse except to the dfects wlnch a.re in thrn country, 
and tbere wouh1 ]if) cfanger in dl~fay , ::;he demanrJR that the RL1n1S 

.Jue to yonr fnLlt er should nmrn.i11. a g uarantee ngainst lossmi'. <)l' 

ftt Jmtst, tb port.ion irn1101'tant euo ngh to make up the sum wlnch 

helongs to you. . . . . . . 
Here i8 my rnply to this, and I heh•we it 1$ nrn1,nswernhle. 

lfor malicious r1 Gs1:. 1·1"i<_i n deprive.R lier 1101; 011ly of' the n1lvnn1,ngi>.s 
which the contract gave her , lnli; evl~ll of t ho prnperty tl1nt Hhe 
hrought me, which a.re lrnla. to ha:o come ~o me li_y t.hat d:-i;;er­
tion. It is the invar.ialilo cn ::;knu m connt.rH:s h:w 1.n g a wntteH 
hw, 'J.'h ~ ci.1:c11mr;tanf'<>S which nccou1p:iniPd this 1l r~.'' trhion-~·· 
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t;lin1; is 1;o sf1y, tlrn eflects which she carriec1 off from me-aggra­
va1;e her oaso, rnJrl renclcr mine the morn favourable. 

11ut nbovf;i all, I do 11.ot poHSB88 th 8 pl'Operty except in vir1;ue 
of j;]i.e crnkion nial1e to me by 'f'lieir Excelkmoi11s, af'ter tlrny 11ac1 
cleclarecl it confo;cated to their profit. OonKequent.ly, she lrns 
no more rig;ht, ag:1,inst me tlrnn she wonlll kwe against 'J'heir 
Ji;xcellmwies themsulve8. If I were flo m1fin·t;1mato that i-; ]1 0 
slioulL1 ul 1t:1.iu tlrn end of lrnr pBtition, this would crown (;lu1 
work. li'a.r from there remaining to me Humetliin g of her cJ18cL8, 
my own have deparl;ed in company wiJ .lt then!. BL'f'i<fos tlrn 
paymen t of the cl ~bts she h~td conl:rn,dcld,. ii; was iwee1> ·ary 
i()l' nm tu rn1y, stnctly speakmg, the pnmnum of an imagi-
1wry property in 110r real estate which had not lasted two 
years . 

I am p81'Rl1:11le<1 that Their Excellencies will not nfof.)e to 
acr1 uieSCll i11 the p :·J tit.ion tlrn,t you intend to presont, b<>gging 
them to sustain us in thj s position. It concerns their honour 
neither tu allow th tli1· ri ghts to Lo invac11~ d, nor that a fornign 
trilmnnl shouk1 umlert.ake (·,o overl.urn th eir order.~, a,t lea8t 
taui!JJ, in giving the right to act :~gaimt persons ill favour of 
whom tlwse orders have been issued, arn1 tli at under pretext of 
a ri;.;·lit which has been am111ll1:1ll arnl 110 longer cxirltf.l . 

I admit 1Jrnt Ulf\ p1·iesl;hooc.l will g ive J;ronblo, lmt I l1n11e 
1:lm1; we :-Jlwll extricate orm:;elveB in the end from thi ;; l;a1l 
situat[on. I c1o not think that the i:lenat; r) of Ohan1l1C:ry wlll 
dare to give a sentence in favour of the a/cireHaill. 1.t i 8 a 

· deliea!.e point,, arnl would commiJ; the soveroignH :iga i1J 1:1 t f'aeh 
otl1t-\l', n i ,; an attempt, which f!honld natmnlly [[Li!. Till-~.)' 
will 1101; bn willing to embroil thumr;dve::; for a ;;Y.1'1.mcfrtlA . 

A8 for my pap0rs, tlu~y are in the h:mdri of 1\1. 11e J'lu vi::mes . 
Yon can tak:o t.J10se you consider ncicc•ssa.ry. '.L'ltu principal 
ones nm in a s1urtll casket, the otJien.; in a fa1·ge1· mw. J.\11. 
th11Sl·) of' wl1il:h I speak t o you in tliiB long c1ocrn1JCJ1:t1; ought, t,,) 

1.Jl\ i11 01w or ilte othl'r. 'l'lie only thing.s misf;ing frn111 iL ai·
10 

tlw h:t.t01·;3 wl1icl1 I thin]( l ht tn.ie<l n,t the 1.irno that J Llc11a1·k d 
l~.11· Jfolbrnl. P erhaps some remain, but thi s would Lo a pure 

1·lm1wo. Tlrn (Jll O without 1ht,e 01· F< ig11:it.uro, 1v1·iLi:l;!l 1n :St. 
1~11<:11 '<\ li: t.'J, at rtil)' roJ,e, been dori1. 1'<)J'Cd, :1rnl I tl1i11k all i ; / 1 l~ 
1J:l1<" 1·r; , f'1i 1· J. lJ11n.wcl t1ifr~~ l'e11t pn,p1ci 1·:,; i11 1:lte kii;f;]: ,·n nf rnn· 
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friend Pluvianes ; but J'OU can count on the fidelity of what I 

advnnce concerning their suLstancl-~. 
Yon will find here enclosed a letter for M. de Pluvian es, by 

which I pray him to give you the papers of which you liave need, 
and which you will have the goodness to r eplace when y~u h~ve 
clone with them, anc1 to be goOL1 enough to lend us lus kmc1 

services. 
I ca,nnot sufficiently express to you how sensible I am of the 

r eac1ines::i with which you have enc1eavolll'ed t.o dmw me out of 
this llnfortunate situation. I am uucfor n loac1 of obligation to 
yon. vVheu shall I be in n posit.ion to testi fy my gratitude in 
another way tlrnn by causing you new emharrassment? Accept, 
I pra.y you, in the meantime, the will for the deed. 

I finish my letter, my l1ear frie111l, at the vlace where you 
b gin yours. If I have token so 1 ~ig to give you n. ws f 
myself, it is because I have had not~g new .t-0 t ell you con­
e rning my si un.tion. Up to this tm1e no suitable -place has 
presented itself. Th se which would have be n acceptable were 
tak n in auvance. Good plac s are rnre, and are to be found 

with difficulty. 
I have, uover thelesR, some gooc1 p:d ron s. 'J'bcy make rne 

hope tlrnt; t.l1Py wiU place me in such :1 rnarn1er that I shall have 
n>.a~rn t to he conlen1;<'!L1; bnt they tell lilt\ that I rnwJt lrnv~~ lt 

Jil·, i;le paLi<mce, am1 that it is mneh hett.cr to wait and have 
somot.hing solid. It is to be hoped that duri.ng this. winter .we 
shall find something good, l1ecrtrnm I look for i10tl11ng clunng 
t.lrn renmim1er of thic; year. 'J'he contrary WOL1ld be a mere 

accident. 
I made up my mind to this the more willingly, as I should 

make a rnou rnfnl fig11re in the Pays c1nring all this tripolnye, 
and assur0 dly it would not leml rny father to see me with more 
inc1nluent eves titan tho last time I w::is at Lausamrn. 

0 • 
I t.hn.nk my dear sistr'.r, your wifr, for the assmance of her 

fri endship , anc1 assuni her of millc. My r cspe::ts to your ladies 
iLl1c1 my compliment>; to ttll the i-cHt of th e fomiJy. I cordially 
em1Jrnce c1'01·:1.ens, arnl I rnake him a 1.housancl excusefl that I 
:un so foi· in ane:Lt'R ·with him, 'J'lw occnprttion which this 
letter has given ])le,, rrnL1 a wretchcLl cnl1l wl1ich h:w Gei7,ec1 me 
whilo l \Yas :tl. work and whicl1 hol1fo JM ;;till in it:i grit•, preYen.t 
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mo from writing to him at once. It has delayed the sending of 
t;J1is letliel'. I am sorry for it, 1.mt nothing is to be done with 
the irnpossilJle. 

I am sensible also of the trouble which my cousin de Bochat 1 

is willing to give himself, conjointly with you. Assure him, I 
pray you, of my grar.itm1e, until I mm clo so myself'. My 
reRpecbs to my nnclo and to 1\1e::Hfarn es cfo Bochat, to my uncle 
de Vull ior ens when you see him, to J\1. anc1 Mm e. de Vernand, 
and my complimcmt.s to all those who do me t;he l1011om· to 
remern bm· urn. l\f y c1 )1'(lial grPeiings to all the fratemity. 

Adieu, my c1(-mr frie11c1; prm1on once more tlw length and 
the verliiage of my letter. N ever lrnve you received, ancl I 
bc.J ieve nevm· in my lif'u have I be.l:oro wriLten, such a volnrn.e. 
I have numherec1 {he pages, thinking this precani.ion ner-essar y . 
Give rne, I pray you, news of yom·8elf', and inform me of the 
turn things take as early as possible. 

As I am alJseut, pm·lmps it woulc1 be as wdl to issne tlrn 
nrnnifesto in the name of J-,he famil y . I leave all tLis, however, 
to you ; and I ratify all that you may do. 

I date my letter from London, altho11gh I write it from the 
counky, wlwre I am r esiding. Yon did well to adlhe.~s yours 
to MeRs ieurs Hien ancl G uinanc1 at Iionc1on, without naming the 
place of my residence, and I pray yon to do the same in the 
future, because they will always know where to send my 
letters. 

As one o{fon partakes ol" t.lie hum our o[' U1e country wherein 
one i fl , I have changed for tl1e second time my domicile, nnd 
am at p1:m-;e,nt at I sling t.or1, where I mn nearer to my London 
imtrons and friends. 

Do me the justice to he pernrn1ded of tlrn sincerity of my 
friendship ancl of my gratitude, and that 1 shall be all my life 
e11tirely yours. 

L 1 22 Sept. .1 .-.3
,1 out on, __ 

3
_7"\ , . .r - :.,. 
~/Ct. 

D. Ii. V. 

N.B.-- The same day, SepJ·,ernbBr ;z 2, that is, Octol1er 3 new 
style, I wrote t.o M. c1e Plu.viau c;>, to pray him tu aid uc with 

1 M. J,oys de Bochat, who nrnrried I.ho aunt of Goorge Deyvei'dun (the friend 
of Gibbon), and ref;ided in La Grotte. 
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his kim1 omces in this accmsec1 affair, to cornmLmicatu to 1\f. <l•~ 

Mieles the l'ape1·s of which he ll'tiglit lrnve 1rnecl, to replaC<'I tlt<)111 
al"tcnvards in t.he mskds, and, fornlly, to take care tlrnt my 
hooJn;, wh i<:h aro i11 tltc coH()r in which tht" cask8ts are enclosed, 
shall not be injmed. 

'J1he above postscript rn followed by a Rptice of blank lim~c;, 

and t.lrn ern:ui11g expbnations or memomm1um, also in the haml-· 
wl'iting ol" M. de ·w are1m: 

'l'he process which tlie former dame de vVarens lrnd brought 
ngainst my father in ] 73:.:l, ]Jy the seizure of" the sumr; duo to 
l1im in Savoy, as lias Vien seen hy the prece<liug letter, having· 
laste<l a long time, aml having ohljgncl my brother <1'0r:--;ons to 
make various journeys to Chamh6ry, aml one to 'rurin, she 
finally clesist0c1 from the afore:>ai\l seiznre in May ] 73 1J, ; M. La 
Croix, being then attorney ol' my stii<l fathrw, :-cs may hA Reen from. 
the follow.ing instrurn er).1; 8e1Jt to me J-iy my fatlim· in ,Tum\ l. 7;J;t, 
at liho bonfJ e [La Grotte] of my com:in de Bochat, where I tli1m 
lmlgrnl, which was writtm1 11y the hand of my father, bearing 
word for worcl the following : 

Con OF AN AcT OF THE 2'Lnr l'lJAY, 1731L. 

In the suit ol" de1JJoisolle Loni.cm Fmn\·oi:-;e do Jo, Tom, 
demmic1ress :.md <Jefr-imln~ss, against nohlt1 Joai.i <le Loyr-J, seignior 
of \filbnlin and. Orzeirn, also Clmnanc1m· am1 deft~ndcr, lws 
appt•m·pd heFm·e 1\J. Barn1ufri, o,ct11.m:y in t.lrn cause, t.lrn attoriwy 
of the said Lfofomlrel'll'l, asRistt1il hy lrnr, who, lrnvi11g sbown to 
the umlen;igned the la;;t deeLl of the seignior <lemanclrn: o/' tho 
1.Gth of 1\pril last, arnl the p1:oll.nction by him made, says, 
nrn1er liis a<1vice, that ns ho (tlrn seignior dmnamlt'l) bas ju~(; 
produced certi:ficntes in Corm concerning the customs c0ntemleL1 
for hy him in establishing that the written law is not followed in 
the Pays chi Vand, m; tl10 comt, had h0e11 lml to helievt1, am1 
twen tlrn1; the re1111inmient1s of the common htw it1 po,rallel co,Ros 
1'wd not Leen fulfillec1, the demoiselle defern1reiJs, not wishing to 
mi8o distretming con testatio11s, Lleclares that Bhe abm1d.ons her 
opposi.t,ion to the removal ol' the 8cizme requirea lJy the 
s1; ignior denrnuder, to wltiuh f:lht'i corrnent8, re:::erving to herself, 
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ri<wc1·tl1 1'Je,'J ~ , t·l1c:i privilege ofpun-ming her riglitt:: in the manner 
t;Jwt 1rrny ltorm1.-l'l-.t;1· appeai· ag·ain~t tltr;1 seig nior do L0.\'s cle 
vvarcns aud :i.gai.nst hi.~ p1:op8rLy; aud. c:Jrn would not have RO 

lnng ddaycd to rna.ko the said declaration, if tbe seignior 
dcirn~nllM· hacl proclucecl tl.ie so,ir'l cc;rtiticn,tes, i11 correct fm:m, 
:md rmlei3S he takes ndnmtago of it he will be nommitc~d, with 
costt; arnl j 1Hlgrn1~n!J. 

(Signell) DmvIO'J:z, :<C:lvocate gem~.ral of the Poor, 
and MorrnL, attorney. 

(Signed) BANQUJS, 
actuary to the Senate. 

'J'l1e i;iaid copy is P.Jtclor8ed in the handwriting of my father: 
'C<ipy for the seig·nior do Lo.vi;: cfo Yillanlin, of tho 21Hh of 
1lfoy, l 7iH, at Ohan1Mry, of tlrn retir1:nwnt and withdrawal of 
tlrn /"ormei: 1faDw de \iVm:c·i11s, di.vmcue, 8eut am1 1:ocei.ve<l by the 
pm;t nt LitntJmJ.m1, the 8tl1 of .Time, 17 :3 1J., by :M. La Croix, his 
agent, onli1rnrily living i.11 tl1e rne au. 'l'emplo (le f)t. Gery[t,is, ai; 
G·eneva.' 

OHAP'l'BU XCV 

'l'm: lebl.l-il ' ui' M. clLl W":.L1'eDs canieN in ik; train several interest­
ing adjuncts for the use ol" which Jam inclehl:od to tlrn Marquis 
de .l.i0Vt::-Cl1.andi\, l1. 

'l'lw Jim(, iH J\11. do vVa1·c·m~· pol.iti<)ll or Attgtwli 8\1, I 72G, to 
1Jrn at1H1oritil'.:> of Demo, pmyi.ug l.Jwm to stop the operatiorn1 of 
tl1e liscal al,toruey looking to tlie coufocatioJt of hit:: wife's 
[J l"OJ?C' L"i.y, 011 acconnt of lrnr cli.ange of n1ligioJJ, bocmrne of 
tJ1H <lvlJl.s all.<l e.rnlJa.rn1sHl1Hml.s .lell, on him by her flighL, nml 
to <::11n·et<tler to bin1 1 ~Jw property ro1n aining. 

'J'hi ~ iN followeLl hy au order of 'rlrni1· Fixcelkncins of the 
sallle dato to iJie i-:ieignior Bai.liff of Ohillon, c;to[1pi11g the pro­
ued 1u·e of the fi::::cal attorney, hut cljn-1cting tlmt there should lw 
takrm 'an exact; .inventory ol" the de]Jts, active a11,Cl pas~ivc, of 
1,lrn a.fore:oaic1 d:nn.e, for Lrnrrnrni8sirm irmnedintely (;o 'l'hefr 
Excell,"11.ui.t\.~,' arnJ he1: property liw1ich1,te<1 at Urn surnlleHt coNt. 

There follows a r ,';;·1.1.:m(; of the inventory ol" the fortune of 
f\fme. de Warens dnly forwarded in rLccorc1ance with thiG order 

' . 
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to Bem e, whcrolJy it nppoarccl that M. de ·wm·<-\lJS he.l<l Cmrn J1iti 
wife's property 3;3,26'1 livrc,g, :end that her ddJt·s aiuount·,e <1 to 
3 <1,056 livms . Their Excellencies could have had no hesitation 

in b · ing generous. 
The neA."'t pape1· is t.he Donation made by '.Mme. de Warens 

to hel' husband, of which the latter speaks in his letter to M. d 
Midcles. It bears at the top the official stamp of twelve deniers, 
and is intei:esting enough to s e the light in .fnll : 

'The year 1726, 011 the 2Gth of the i:nonth of S ptember, in 
the morning, in the house of the Rev rend Sieurs hapln.ins of 
the eve1·eud .&Ur1i111"8el! of the first Monnstery of the "Visitation 
f St. Mary of .A.nnecy, before me, notary royal of the soi:! town 

undersigned and lit presence of the witnesses her inafter· uamed, 
appeared in p rson, duly identified and established, noble do.me 
Eleonore Fran9oise Lou:ise d fa Tour aught r of th l:.ite noble 
Jean Baptiste de la Tom-, former citizen of V ev y, in the Pays 
d Vaud, wifo of nolil 'ebnstien Isua.c de Loys, seignior f 
War ns, in th Canton of Bern , in Switz;erlaud, who declar>s 
that she has not left h r house nor the estu.t s of TJ1eir Excel­
l :ncies of the said Berne, of which she was bom a subj et, 
b cause of any discontent towal'ds he1· said husband, nor oiiher­
wise, but solely to follow the movements of h · oonscienc , 
which have led h ·to mbrac t]Je Ilomcm Catholic rel igion, of 
~ hich she now by the gi:ac of God makes profession. 

' And as sl1e )efl,m d that 'l'heir Excellencies, immediately 
aft ).· hei· retreat, had ta.ken an inventory of her pl'operty, real 
Q.rnl personal ancl as she f 11i1'S 1 st th consequ nc s of this 
formality may be to cause h r hasband to lo the legitimnte 
pretensions be has to her property, she cleclm:es by the pr sent 
act that hei· intention has a.lw. ya be n to leave him th peace­
able enjoyment an3 possession bh reof, o.nd that she had count d 
on bis never being tl'oubl :t therein, hAving ahvays lived in 
entire peace and tmion with her said husbaud; and des:i:i:ing to 
give him marks of her good fe ling, and on account of the 
friendship which she has for him for the gracious manner in 
which he has n.Jways treated he.r, she has made, and by this 
present a.et makes to the am noble S bastien Isaac de Loys, 
s ignior of Warens, h r husband, here presenb am] ace pting for 
himself and his heirs, n general donation. of all her pr pe1ty and 
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ri~,.]tt.:i, u.nd t.lmL by n. d01mtio11 pme and simple l1eLweC'.n livin,; 
lH;:.sm1R, without n>-<>ervo.' o t-.her 1.lin.n a r.:m m oF one tl,10W:><:nd 
!ivr<:•::; of Sn.voy, to lXl rnrn <-: cl upon the propm·ty her mnbefore 
givc'n, to make use ol' aml cfo>po,se of :.tfl rnay seem goocl to 

her. 
''J.'he present donat ,ioJJ is rnncl e ill tlie p re i:;ence arnl \Vith the 

as:-;istance of noble spect ahle Noel Yinllet, councillor of the kin g 
~tntl his j'll']cJ 'iikL~JC of the provincci of the Ge11evois, whnm tl10 
po.rLi1•s JnunLly su11plicate t o l~t1 good. enon~·h tr,l :~uthoriw m~tl 
enregister tlw present donat.10n , w11h wl1wh ohjt~d the~ salll 
Llmne clon~i.trof:s has appoint ed aml co11stit11 tc c1 as h er attorney 
}rfoitre ;Jean Pierro llforens, and the said flt~ignior c1e ·vv n,rens, 
]'y[altre .T m:ieph Am lJlet,, both attorneys of iJrn Haid jrnlicatuni 
nlisent as well as present-I, notary, fol' them stipulating aml 
accepting-to rcr1uire an d consent to tlrn saicl enregistration, 
making choice of L1ornicil l\ for thir; purpose, in tltt~ir pc>.rsons arn1 
that of t.heir i:;nlJstitnt0!i, in tlrn form, st yle and rnle of tliis 
country, and prayi11g a\;.;o yp1·y lrnmhly 'J'li eir Bx:collencics to 

clein·n to ratiJy am1 enforce Mie present clonat.ion bt,tweeu living 
n 

persons whid1 sl1e l1as rnac1t1 to ht'l' sai(l lrnsh:1m1 as a proof of tJ1e 
:dl't»cti1)11 which f:lht, will prrn::erve f'or him llnri ng [,11 her life-ti.rnl 
to remler the pru;mJt act l:mforceable :1Ccon1ing t o tlwir accus­
tomed cle1ne11cy, 11t1cbri11g in goocl faith t l.wt she lrns n ot been 
solicit1~d nor l ecl 1.Jy nny pmKon wlHJlJliiOtWei" i·o l·\XC\Cllttl th17 
preBent c1em1, hut tlrnt·, she has nrndo the f'n.rno purely oJ' lrnr own 
motion, and open and free will, under amlwith all clne prorni ses , 
l't.nunciations aml other reriui sito cbuseio-:trn1 to which said 
donation the saicl fu.ge rn.u:N hn.s brought th e snppol't of his 
judicial authority for the a]Jove rnotiv<)fl, as be does hereby 

declare. 
' Seal ed ancl cklivered at Annecy, in the aforcsaitl place, in 

iJ1 e l>t'e8once of nolJle a]l(1 sptic:h1.l>le Oai,pnrc1 <le~ LmnlJ<WL, 
sciguior of f:Joirier, of 1:1 Cmite d'Evires, seignior of Clwyrirn;, 
and C<l-SP.ignior of Anteville, first of the nobl e syndics of Anner·y; 
ol' l5pectriJJlr~ ,To,.epl1 l i\wre, allvocate of the Senate, second of 
the ~aid n oble syrn1ic:> seigniors of Am1ecy-h~-Vieux; of 
Heverencl Fr:im;;ois Ok1hod, a nd of H.Rverernl .Ll m6d6e l'lfontill ct;, 
m·d1priesL and ca.11tor of t.11 t1 Tufaecn.heaJJs of Gcucwa, rosirling in 
the prese11L tOWll of Am1ec.y, aud or M~1itre Fran~)Ois CLnrrnt, 
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prncti sing irnl·,nry, l>U LLI'g't'·Oi,'> of the 1;aid A1in'.'cy-thc wil.1rns:il:;.; 
required, all Pl'oplc of Lfo;t,indion mid probity, kuown to me 
who have 8iguol1 thl'l minute on folio GOU, book 2. 

(f:Jigned) 'J. MAuJus.' 1 

CIIAP'1'1£f:, XCVI 

ON DecmufJer 2G, l 7~G, the bmmeret of Be.m e iss1rnJ :m onlw 
of '1'.lrni1· J1;xcelle11cie8 gmtuitou8ly nbanlloning to .J\L de vVanms 
the property of nohle de la 'l'our, hi8 wife, who lms eReaped, 
um1er the com1it.iou that he will arrange with the creditors, and 
pny them. On February 211, 172'7, they accorded him a divorce 
with libert.y to marry. 

}\{. Daron, in hi8 manuscript notni:.; on :Ooppet's volume, 
m:1kes a statement that may fitly close the record of these iss1ws 
arn1 settlement;.; : 

'By will mnde in 1700, l\1. J·ean Baptiste l1e la 'l'our dis­
posed of hiR properLy, estr.1hlishi11g a trip~e substit1~tion, in c~se 
that all his children clied without posterity and w1thont a will, 
by leaving the enjoyment of it during her lifetime to his widow 
:Marie li'bvard-arnong others the country-house of the BasRoLH 

--under th e reserve that she could not dispose of it except i11 
favour of her nearest relatives; and ho established as te8ta­
rnentary executor a M. de Hov6rua, charged also with the 
iuterests of the ei:itnte of the de b 'l'ours. 

'It appe<Lrs tlmt t.he testator diet1 in 1720. 
' In consec1uence of her clandestine flight and change of 

religion, Mme. do Warens was legally considered as dead, and 
ah;o c1eprivec1 of her rights to the inheritance of her }Xtrent8. 
On this account, Their Excellencies of the t)tate of Berne 
decreed December 2G, ] 72G, that the property which might 
come to Mme. de Warens, after the ch~ath of ber stepmother, 
:Mme. !rt venve de b 'l'our niJo 11~1avard, should dcvol vo upon the 
Treasury. 

1 Dcnwtion ja.i/.e J'01" ilfa1c <lr Worr ils rl. son 1111wi, ilJ.. de Lops de H'nrcu~ , 
2G St'plwibrc 172fi. (M8. u11publi~hccl. From the archives of the l\farqms 
de Lo5;G-Clrnnclieu.) 
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'N'ow, the l:tltt:' r L1nme di e-ll April 21/., ] 71Lii. The right of 
co11 fi 11ea1.ion l1olong<->.c1 to l\.L EmH1oli, lmron of Ohf1tcb.rc1, in 
wliu:Je fi ef the country-homm of the Bassets was situate1l. 
Nl·~vcrtlrnles c;, there aro::;e on this point an exceptional <1uestio11 
frorn the fact that, in the pre:;ent case, it concerned the exercise 
of this right agr1im;t a person who, hy the fact of a change of 
re.lig ion, lmd incmrec1 confiscation of property ; anc1 at that time 
t.hey were very severe in thesl~ matters, aiH1 herB this right 
ought to be exercised hy the government of Berne, the sovereign 
seignior. 

' N ev8rthclc,'!S, on account of eerta.in com.iderntionR, '11heir 
I~xcellencies c1ic1 not follow it up. On Drcember 9, l 7L15, they 
ordered that, after taking nu inventory, the property should be 
put lJy tht, bailiff of Vevey under the provisional trustee charged 
to render them an account of it, aucl to send annually the 
revenmi to Mme. de Vv arens, to whom thic; property woulL1 be 
restored as a whole, if, on li<~r return to lwr country, r;ho re­
entenid the 11cformeL1 Church. As is well known, she com­
plied with neither the one nor the other of these com1itions. 

'Lieutenant J e~m Lonis Vincent of Chailly was established as 
trustee of the country-houRe of the DnssPJ.s, and he rom1ererl, in 
1 HG, the first account of his stewardship, a 1·us11miJ of which is 
transcrihed in a clw.pter of tlw accounts of the bn,ili wick of Vevey 
for that 8arne year; lmt as we cannot £m1 tlrn accounts of tlrnt 
trusteeship for tbe following years nor any other documents 
rdative to it, I am ignorant wh::i,t was the result and the enc1 
of this affair, upon which I will make no conjecture. 

' One Sties here that :Mme. do Warens had lost l1er mother, 
j/uo W arnery, already in the year 1701t. She thus became an 
orphan at the age of five years, since her brother was then only 
t:;ix.' 

One error in the statem1mt of M. Daron I may correct. Ti; 
appears from the marriage contract of M. and Mme. ae ·warenu 
that her father was already dead in J '7] 3, and there is rea~nn 

to Lelieve that he died shortly after the ma.king of his will i11 
1700. 

l\f. c1e w art•ns, while in England. in 1 ns, dwelt in the howsc 
of the pmitor Barbor, at Dreutwood, in E1:1sex. A.foer his return to 
Lau8anne, lie recoivell uoticl'! of 11is appoi11tuie11t as governor of 
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His S1·:rene Iliglwess Prince -Victor Lebrecht d'A11ltalt n ern-
1nurg-11oymh. 

\Vith m1 affocl;ionate and somewhat tautological rccomrntm .. 
elation from the Burgomaster and Council of Lausann e (signed 
hy Secn~tan, uncle hy marrirrge of Georgo DC\yven1uu) M. de 
·vvarens set on!; on Angus!·, 21, 1720, am1 an-ivec1 at Ma1)stricht 
f::l epkmher 15. On tlrn 30 th be received al; tlH-: CMteau of Ost 
1",he commisRion of gov(~rnor of Prince Victor, from t.Jie hand r; of 
His Sermie Ili;?,·lrnt';Hi:l the Landgravo Guillaume of llesse­
Pltilipr:; thal, brother-i11-law aml Lutor of tl1t1 Prine!\ nnL1 coloud 
of a r egiment of caval1·y in th~ sm:vic11 of 'L'heir Hig h. JV[ig hl;i­
ncsses the States General, under the seal arn1 Riguat;ure of tho 
aforeimid Larn1grnve. By U1is act lw was to r(\etiive two hundmd 
r (JichsLhalers mmually dming hiH ::;tay in Holland; the first; 
quarter to begin Septomber 1. 118 wrts provicle11 '"ith nn 
excell(mt tn,hle nn<l Jc cl[~·ings, with fireil, li~.;ht:::; mid washing, ::tilll 

was serve1l by i;lrn Pr.iuce's donrns1;ics, whom lie might clrn11ge 
when lrn wi8lmd. H o was to rern1or ev0ry tlm10 mon1,hH an 
account of rnoni,~s r(~ceivecl mtd expeHdccl by him on behalf of 
the Prince. After an int\·n·e, tit1g resiclence at Maestricht, 
Utrecht, and the H ague, he rcsigne!l 11is post at the ern1 of 
November 1730 , n.ppnnmtly finding his office not ,'ufTieil'mf,ly 
rem unerative or impol'tant; bnt he reniained in H olland nn1;il 
September U., ] 781, wl1(·)lt he e1J1lmrked for London. 'l'luee 
months aflor hi::; a.rrivnl t.l1ere h ti received the following kttr~r 
from his brother-in-bw, J\L de Loys do MidJes, tlrttLxl at 
Lausaime, December 17,] 7i11, i11 which he Bays: 

'If this Rpring bl'ings forth nothing, I flatter myself thnf; 
you will not insist forther in f)earching for n fortnnp, siucfl you 
lmve one already made in your own country, lrnvi11g a si.dJicieni: 
amount whh which to livo, if your voyages do not diminish 
yonr fond::; too lllll ch . l bope, neverthel ess, that lrnviJ1g so 
many excellent ar.qnaintmices as bave bceu procured f'or yon, 
you may be able to find some proper post. I wish this with 
<tll my heart,. 

'I arn cnrrying on your affairr; as well as it i r; posRihle for 
1~10 to do. l have buen n,rranging to endeavour to pay all those 
l ittJe arhcles ofVevey. ·wb ·n l cent yon the last iifty rnirlitons, 
I was ohlige.J to borrow for Gix months four lnmdrcd florins, 
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which I will repay, am1 N1ere will remain to me somd;hin <" 
haviug received from t~ l sewh1 ; 1·0 $0lll0 other little sums. u"l: 
can g'i"' t togt11;her a f'nrnll amounl;, T will Lry to pbcr; it. 

'.l have pas,c;orl, ns I luw!~ al 1· nady said, nll tlu~ time in the 
country. ~e Blan herie having fallen to my shn.1· , I endeavotl.r 
to mc~k thls prop rty nob only ngre o.lile, but also p'l'ofimbl . I 
]10,vo sown sainfoin, plantecl 11.n inunity of trees established two 
lrnndre.d toisos of hedge, anl repai.1; d the hous~. You 6 e, my 
clear U'L•ml, that have not been wanting in occnpati.on and if 
it l.tad u t be u t'or tJ1e coltl which drove me out fifteen d;ys ago 
I might still be tbei: . ' 

'My office also called me to town. W ]Jave rec 'ved our 
n w bailiff, who is very gracious. Thro: was o. gr at denl of 
noise a~d fuss as u~ua.1-a q uanl;i ty of Te pasts and bill.ls. Finally, 
everyhlung was tlDJ.shed n 'J.'"hm·1>ila.y, wh n we accompani d the 
1l1rensurru; to the s~und of t11·tillery. The bailiff; w Lo .ia hrok n 
l wn by the gout (I su·r pose you know thnt it js M. l General 
IIocbr tt), w oblige~ to r _ main in .lds sedan-cho.ir duri11g i;he 
ceremony. He had w1ili hJm, to l' li ve J1im, M. May, his. son­
io-ln.w, who is of the '1\vo Ifon 3.red, 'villi his wife a. very yoimg 
nnd amia,")Jl person. ' 

, 'Your. fotb.er nj ys, .by tJ: gmce of :rod, xcellent healLh. 
n. l'Zal-1$ 1$ V ry well ~tbJi hnn, Which pJ llSElS US g1•eat}y, U 

tl.us aco0tmt he find s .h1rns lf in o. very a,greeabl sit.nation, and 
that h lps greAtly his purse, which had g1: at need of nuh 
succom:, the service having som what d ranged Ms affaii·s. I 
trust w1th a.11 my Ji Art that Mus r ... o a understandm' rr will 

b . 0 0011-
tinue. 

' He told n18 that he would sen d_ mo n, nnto to pu b j 11 t ile 
p:iclrngt\ hut :i,;.; the hour of t.he conner aVi1roaches his iJJ 11 ,, ~ .. 
pe rlrnps will pnwenl. his w1·il;jng. . ' ~-' 

' My wi.£ em braces you o. bbou19and times, and her tendeJ'Il fl~a 
engagei; her to pray you to put a.n enu to your j ourneyings, jf 
yon. do ~ot :find ai post sufficiently advnntngeous to :place you in 
a i:nt-uat1ou to have no longer need of anything. ]' l' ai:; for 
those pl~c s as governor n.t five sol.a, we should nev t' think of 
CO\maellmg you to Mcept them, aru:1 I ani persLwtl d that "t · 

t . . . l JS 
no your m t ent10n to pnt y urself in u fa.ls posi.tion.' 

M. de Wm· ns r tlwn cl l;o L11,1:s:?nne in June 1734,, nncl 
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reRi11c<1 at first with l1is father in t.Jie Pal m1, hut aft«ww:i.n18 in 
the llne c1e Donrg, in the house of his relative c1e Loys de Eocha1;, 
who was owner of the gronnc1s of l1n Grotte nnc1 its tower; anJ 
who sixteen years af1ierwarL1s purchar-;ecl t11A rcnrnining partiaJly 
hnnrnd walls anc1 foumlations of tlrn oll1 convent of St. Ji'rancis 
calkcl La Grotte, which he turneLl into the stately dwelling 
where Deyvenlun and GiLhon subsequently resit1ecl. M. de 
vVart'nS W:lf\ a membA!' of the Gram1 ComH.~il ::18 early as 1 720. 
lfo became snperi11tennm1t of pnblic worlrn eight yea,rs later, ancl 
High ]j'orestcr in October 174 '1. 

His father L.aving clit~ c1 in 171LO , his fortun e was asrmr(~d from 
that epoch, anc1 he li veil at ease u11 i.il his death, at Lausanne, 
in Novrnnlmr] 7D4,, i six months aftnr his friern1 and relative cfo 
Lo}'s de Dochnt died at La c+rotto, and more than a year after 
the arrival of Gibl.>on, who made his ac11uainhtrn~o throngh 
Dt\yvenlnn. 

OHAP'J'Im XOVII 

HA \'PW now before us the chief event.s in M. cle Warens' lifo 
an<l many nRW fact··H concerning his wifo wl1ieh f:\xplain v:i.rions 
1.hingK that have pu )\~J1·~ cl cnmrnentat.ors, we may rnnre fairly review 
wliat w:.rn previmrnly known of her, ancl follow her subsequent 
history. 

'J'he following unpublished letter from Mm e. de Warens to 
M. Magny :.tt Vevey, iK elated at Annecy, Angu:::t 18, l 72G. 

'.l\fomiinur,-- I lmvc receive<l from you so many favours tl1at 
I hope to ohtain the one I am alJo ut to 11emam1 of you. 

'As I have neyor Rn pposPc1 that it wonlcl he necessary to 
rfoclarn wl10 I am, I kwe mwer occupim1 rn y;mlf with my clesc;mit .. 
'J'n-1hy, I finc1 myself under the n eceKHity to <lecbre that I am 
11ohle, in order to satisfy His l\f:ijesty who clesireK to be 
irnitTnctecl upon this point. Do me therefore the favour , my 
llto:tr Sir, if you c::m, to Hernl me a litLle ;·(!sw11.1< of 111y migiu., 
prPJ.lfllT<l in m:i a1lva11tag1"1)u:;; a nrnn11Pr f()l' me ns pnRsible. I 
kn uw wdl that my ancm;torR brul litll1-~ cnnl fnr :' ueh tl1inµ;.q, 
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which I my:::elf regan1 as follies. It is not vanity which im1uc1~8 
111 c to make thi s c1ernanc1: it is my necessity to have bread. As 
I tWl !J.t present in a com1t·ry wlwre this makes a great differ­
ence, spare no efforts, I pmy you, to procure for me this 
aclvantrtg·e, ::mcl above all gnnrc1, I pray you, this secret, as I do 
not wi:::h thnt the thing shonld be known before I can declare it 
Jll)'flf'.lf. 

'I will not repeat what were the motives of my clrnnge. I 
fl att;er myself that my mother has communicated my le1;ter to 
you. M. St. Andre may have perceive.cl my rear;ons. I do not 
1l1mbt that. I owe my conveniion to the goor1 prayers which you 
have put np on rny hehalf, with rnauy other gooll Christian 
souls. Goel grant me the grace to gather the fruits and enable 
rne to have still further occasion to prove to you all rn y attach­
ment ::11111 rny gratit.m1e ; being, wit.h reFJpe(;1;, Monsiem'.,' &,c. 

This lett1w (whiuh is signed P. L. do \Vnrons, iiiio tle la 
'i'om) is interel:lting from the fact that it confirms, so far as it 
gol'S, vicws expr1~~8C l1 in t.he husband's i:ltafrment.FJ CClncnrninrr 
tlw influeuce of 1{ Ma,g11 y on his wife. . . 

0 

In cnnnection wit.h Mme. de \Vareirn' flight to Ji;vian nnrl 
her soj ourn th~re, ar~ describel1 by lH. cle vVarens, W O m:iy eitn 
the rcm~rks. ~t. son~e of ~er e011t~imporarirs rrsi11ent in Savoy. 
]l'L iJe Crin~rn, 111 hiK noLtu<~ of M11tl1. lle Vlanms and Uonss1,.an , 
sayr::: 

''J'he followi)1g was her delmt in Savoy, where I then w[).8 

in the suite of the lat0 King Victor, who wmi drinkincr 1lrn 
water.s of Amphion at J<jvian. 

0 
. 

''rhi8 Prince \Vent to JYCa sR in the parochir~l clrnrch accn11J­
pm1iet1 simply by 8orne seigniors of his conrt, among whom was 
tJ;~ latc ~.:f. de Bernex, Bishop of Annecy. Scarcely had tlw 
.f\mg 1·mtered the church, wlrnn Mme. c1e WarPns sei;,ed i he 
pr<~lntn hy his cassock, and threw hPrself at his feet, sayi iw : 
" In mam1s tnas, Domine, cnrnmenc1o spiriLmn mourn. " 'J;J;e 
Bishop f>to ppml, :.:mcl, aiding her to rise, talked five or six 
minutes with thi::i young penitent, who from thence wi'iit 
l
. ( 

< tl'ectly to the lodgings of tlrn p1·e.late; and :.ts ilOOn as t.he Jlif ilfJ.~ 
Wft8 finished he joined her ihcrn, arn·l :1Jt!)r a long convrn·sat ion 
with her i·etlll'ned to the comt, ·without doubt to ren:ler an 
ncco1mt of tl1e matter to the }~ ing. 
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'Thi8 impul8ive net, n,R you 111ay well bAlieve,. crnate11 n. 
snclden mrnitement i11 this li!;f·, \ll town; rmr1 from tlw; rnmrnmt 
ono pnrt;y su.id tktt this was a Mag1hlrm veritably repenta,:1t, 
:wr1 tho 0 t.her (espoci:Llly Urn Rwiss wl10 lwt1 come to Bvrnn 
pn,rf~ly ~,r) 111-i 11k . tlrn \rn1;,' r8 aur1 parl.ly to see tlrn King) con­
t cmc1e1l that this repentance wrLs only simulated) a.m1 that the 
r eal motive of the Hight of this liarone8s wurJ th e cler:rngernent 
into whi.ch ,ylte lrnd thrown. tho p i:icmriary :1ff:i,ir8 of her lumbarnl 
1>I' lu)r i11cm1 Ri11ernte prncligalit,y--an exarn11le hy no mertns t;lrn 
Ii~·fit, to lie citv.cl of young :t]\(1 arnin.lJ\e women who hy theii: wit 
arn1 pers\lrrnl 8'ppearance know !10w hi e:1pf·ivai:e their husbands 

arn1 !'.o rnastor t.l1 em. 
' Othe 1: f:lwi ::;:; :wrive11 in a lion.I; afi;c~ r 11imrnr, hnt. sca.reely ha,1 

t,liey clisemlmrkocl when rt rumour went tlironghol1t the town. 
that these new arri val s ---1·Gbtives, it was Rrticl, of 1\fme. clc 
vVarcms--hal1 come f·,o C[Ll'J'Y her olf. 

'Thi:-; repmt, altl1<>llgl1 wjj·Jwut ronnrhl,inn, l'l'Cf\ivm1 :l.R I 
11 111 icwo somr. crel1i1; at conrf·,; for t,he foll nwing· mol'lling thiR 
<hmcJ w~ts Reul; n,way in n, litter of the }":ing , escorted by four 
of hi::; lioay-gnard ) who com1nctcd lrnr slrn,ight to Annecy, 
accornprmi~cl by :i Jn,i]y of that town, to the fjrnt; convellt ()f t,lie 
Vi si.htt.ion, there to he instrncter1 iii om· re.ligion. 'l'his hrtronesR 
appenrml to me at this time to lie ~diout twenty--four or twenty-

l·'lX yl\ars of nge. 
' 1''ro111 t.Jrnt pr.riocl I lost Bi ght of her on [tccouut of my 

. l t'l l'""'' l I l'•:.tnrn to Piedmont., where I rPrnainec nn .1 . /00, w w.n 
retmnm1 to Clrnmhfay to reside thore. It was in the wintrr 
of that s;i.m e Jl\ 'is tkLt I had occo sion to becon:ie intim:itely 
ncqnai11tet1 with her; fOl' [l,fte.r her rtl>juml;ion, when l-'l:fl le'.!', the 
Visik1J.inn, slrn took n small horn'm [Lt; Annccy, Rlw llemg fol'Ce<l 
to t.Jris, if I rn::iy so say) as slrn tht-m only enjoye11 1,GOO livres of 
JW.nsion, which onr King allowed her '.ts :1 new coIWtTt; !ml; 
Jvl. de 1' Lw,in) BishQp of M anrienn11, ]iav rng mm!tJ li 0r [l.C<juamt­
arn;o) allowed hm· an m.inw1l f:ll.ll11 of GOO livnis, mH11i. L1e Ifornex 

m.we he 1· n.s much n101·1.1. 

"' ''J'lwn this baronc:ss, Gn1ling i10 1l011bt, t.11<:;. town of Annecy 
too 81m111 for the projc;d~ 8110 hail in view, cn,11w nll11 e.stabli.~lieil 
Jwrself n.t Clrnn1l1\1ry--11 ol. io l)n111r (·, 1 <~sc :-1p1:1 fr<Jllt IJie vigihtn c13 
oF ] u> r l1in 11 r;; i11 :-: (.ru(;(.1>l' i-:) 1;11· 111~ 1' <;n111lllr.I; l1rl11 11p t l) t.l1at 1·inw 
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been entirely exempt from all suspicion, mid safe from the 
calumny which commonly pursues now converts when they have 
intellect. and hr,anty. 

' Apropos of lwr person:il n.ppearance, I will give you here 
a sketch of her. She was of the middle height; bnt her figure 
was not graceful, hflcanse f:ih e hnt1 too much 1m1.lionpoi-11t, which 
rendtirerl her shOL1lt1ers ronncl) :ind gave too rnnch volume to her 
alabaster neck; but slrn e::rnily lea one to forget these defects liy 
her frank expression auu li er iniieresl;ing gaidy. H1•r langh 
was clrnrrning, lier complexion t.hali of th1;, rose 1tnc1 !.hc lily ) arn1 
tho vivacity of her eyes evinced the liveliness of her mind) and 
gave an uncommon energy to all she sai.c1, without the slightest 
air of pretension-quite the contrary, for all [l,bo11t her brertthell 
sincerity, ameuity and benevolence-wil;lrnnt displaying the 
Joast suspicion of n wish to seduce by either her wit or her 
beauty ; for she ne.glC'.c:ted this latter too much, without never­
thele:;s nffocting too grent a contempt for outward elrnrms) like 
sonrn prnte111le11 som11,nls of her Sl·lX.' 

In illtrntmtion of her religious uncertainties c1e Couzie rebtes 
tJ1is anecdote : 

'C\mversillg with her one 11ay concerning her change of 
r e.l igim:i 8'nd st8'to, she a"skec1 me : " vVonlL1 you believe it, 
my frienc1) that aJter my abjuration I never went to bed for two 
y•;t,rs at .least, wi.thout, as the~ Rn.ying goes, hnviug goose-fle,;h 
ovei· my whole body, on account of the p<orplexity into which 
my reflections plunged me concerning this change of re.ligion, 
whit:h lrnd matle me throw off the prPjnl\ices of my education 
anll of my religion, am1 to n.hjme 1;lrnt of my fotJiers? This 
long nncert[tinty was terrible for me, for I h[tve [l.1W8'J'R thought 
of a futnre etern[tlly hnppy or etemally unhappy. '11his int1e­
cision tortured me for i1 very long time. (Her oxpression 
W[l,S: m'a bien longtemps bonrraudee.) But at present," she 
continued, "my soul and my heart are trnnquil, and my hopes 
l.iave revived."' 

Jn spe8'king of Jean Jacques, he sn,yR: 'I have nlways 
corn1omned Jean Jacques (whom she [Mme. de vVarens] 
lrnc1 hononrecl with the nmne of her 11.doptcJ, son), in the first; 
place, for having preferred. the interoRt~ 1;f I.ie Vasseur t<> tho~o 

ol' a 1; 1.r,irn.11,n as re::;pectable for him in evP.ry sense as liiR waslrnr-
1·or .. TI. l '' 
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wmnan lje Vrrssenr wa,s c1isgract>fu1. Ifo might well h:we birl 
asicle his pride, from time to time, ancl have worked to earn the 
ncceRsarim; of life, so n8 Lo r m;tore :111 or at least a part of what 
ho had cost his gene1::,us benefrwtr·ess.' 1 

In pm·son::tlly following [ 1870--80] the footsteps of Mme. 
dl:l \Van,us, in lwr famous reLreat from lwr hu,Jmncl, ::tt eaclJ 
point I cnde::wonrel1 to restore lwr smTomuli11g;·, anil t<J picture 
tl1e appear::tnce of each place she visiteLl ::tt the ti 11u~ of l.1H1' 

sojourn t1ierc. '1'hi:i was dil~icult in some cases, for thc~·c ':as 
lil,t,le iffGmrnttion to l'e hal1 un the spot exc(•pt by exa1mnat1011 
of olcl docum ent,; which li::td not been previonsly explored. I 
lirwo tlrnrcfore JWO!-lm vcid some of tJ1e:'ie f:kQtches, as they ccmtain 
w·w info1·m:ttion, arnl comH-,et wil,h tlwrn some reconl::; of pl ::tces 
who:-;<-1 lti:-;1.orv bas nol. heen conf.i.nuon sly wr it.Le n. 

\ Vhrn 1-i'mc. L1o vV a.rens flel1 from Y cvey to quaill t Evim1 , 
she found a very diffon'nt town from t.lw one wJ:iich Juts :;inr:c 
1.hrnwn 011\; iJ.s wings along t.l rn tilinre'l of Lh\l blrn from AmpbiolJ. 
to t.li c:1 'J'otll' Ho1Hlll. II; has now two rn·i1J<:. ipal sl11·ud.~:. 'J'l1 0 
ifrs1; horclers tlt <~ :Leman, and is tlrn direct c01Hrnunication of t;hc 
Siniplou roa11 , hut Htops td >n1ptly a.t Hie Ca::>ino. The Rccnnrl, 
the ' G-rarnl' r~11n,' ir-: tlw cr)nnecLio11 hf;twee11 the ear;toen a]](l 
wcstorn portio11 s o l' Napolonn' :;; gro:i b rout01. 

A str:ttH~C;J' who now Yl f:itc; Prn c:rpital of the :;;t.ill primitivo 
aml kimlly" P :1ys <le (Javot, tlrn 1i1-,tl1.; corn1t1'y ex1.ern1ing fr<.>111, 
1.hc I >rn.rnm to Lh n .i\:l_orgri, sl1 ould Ji1·r>t approach it from 1.J1 e 

lake in the rmmrnl'lr f1r:i :<on, wheu tlrn f->hacl ,~d seat .". ]Jer; icl e tho 
water i11vitA 1·0 rrp11se, arnl 1-.lrn ()nul wallrn nll e.iU1m lrnrnl wuo 
him to quiet wm1clc-1rin £~G aiu1 I lea:,:j11g reveril\s. 

''t~ rtinn· from t,he Pori! he ma.v mo1mt the hill, nnrl tmvc.rse J...J , (ll J 0 ' ,/ 

t.lw .Pl nen of 1J10 Jli'itcl de Villo, t.hrouglt the ma,iH ntrect, am1 

1 ~L do C()nY.il11 0/olicc .<~11~· jl,l jnt . tle 1Vl'0·1~1u;o 1•{. J. !· n, ,~n~s:s c.n1 !: rt J:re.s~·1 ~1~· :~· 
JI[. 1, 1; Crnil t c < Zi~ 11f,-;l.l1·l1·edo ; JIJ'./111.. t~ l Doc. cl~: fr'> Doc~i .,/ .- : 8(1,v1!l·~ lt 11 n1 ; <..:l' I [~8i•:J t'f 'd , L 
Hte1-i n;:( ~c~;n what l\I. •lo Cmnii'J hrvl. to !ltW aliout Uous;;or,u, 1L nmy be intcrn>tL-
in u to rca11 Uon ~,;cau' o porLrn1t of hu; r.ntrn : . 

"• M. de Con ~<ii':, 11 811v oy:~rrJ noblCJ •\ ilJ\, Llrno .J'•Jll ll f; ni,~·l .am1n1Jlc, h nd tl.'," 
fa 111·.y to lt'.fl,l'll 1nrnd Q, or to n1 :Ll:n tlu) :i. 1 ~q 1w_. 1 11~n.1H~u 1! ~ 11ui: wl10 tn.u:; ltL IV. 
\ VU.hit n1jnd a,1\(l t:i.sLn 1111' rtcco1npli f;h n-t<; JJL·! , !\f. (le C01n·.1 ~ 11 :vJ n. guntle11r,.~~~ o[ 
r.harncfor whieh rern1P.ried him vrry cnm1ia 1 \io;1~hlc, r,nrl l!Hvl the samu fool 1-.ig 
IJJV fJdf [m; thoso in w}1mi 1 J !' r'l und Llu:J HJ;Hnt:. ~ 11 1 ·1r~ ll (b lnp 1v:t:-J ~om1 ~1 Jrt,1 e . 
'l'lrn vcrm of Ji km.turn rend rlii l11 sopl1y wl11d) J1a1l lH~{"" Lo I " J;J111mt u.\ Jll~ 
li nrcil , arnl only :"wn il 1o•l ,,, li t.I.le cultnrn >ernl ~n 1ulatrnn tu <levi;lop ' "sd1 
l: h on111~l11 y , wa8 fo11lld j n l: i11L' 
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finally emerge into tl1c-i country, i11 i.he direction of 'l'honon. 
'J'ho {i l'fi t imp1·ef,f-;ion produceLl by thi8 n::tr1·ow nrnl in·<":;nl:w 
tl101·011ghfare 11rny not Le favo urable, bn.t; twcnt;y-four lwnrs' stay 
will J'(~concil1 0 the lovel' of l1fotory to it:l manii'>st eccentricities. 
I-Te will accept them n.s tlrn rn~()Cl fiH ~J.l'i' anll Hot cfo-: ·1 ··,.rce·1 bh' 
features of' a place whoso nmno, or :i'~omo,n m:ig in, · ;~';;"'H ":JOI; 
(lo j11Hl-.ice to i1.8 remote n11tirp1i1iy, lmt whof:o veneralilo 81.rn·y 
i~i est:ibJjf->h e<l by existing renrni n::;. · 

CUAPi1ER XCVHI 

AT the time of Mme. de War t1s' sojourn n.t Evfan there 1·e­
mo.in d in tb Gru.nd'Rue t11e ruins of the cbtttenu of J et.er of 
Savoy ; the convent of L. Cla,U.e n a.r the church of , 'I;. .i\!a.rie, 
of which some years later Marie Henee PompaJlie1· of Ly na was 
abb ss ; tho r_rowu Gnt; ueAii t.he l r . anti Post;..01:Ece · the cM.teo.n 
of l'ibalcli, then occuJ?ied by 'the family of that no.me, now a 
stati n fol' the g ndn.rme'r'ie, nn cl whose gardens bo.ve b corn 
th Place of the Hotel de Ville; tJ1e Oity Ga.i;e, at Lb - ast nu 
of tlJe town, ueai· the m.o:uastmy of the 001·deliera, at present; the 
convent of the nuns of St. J-osepl1 (the dismii.ot between th se 
two ga.tes b ing crtlled then as now fa Touvi ·r e) ; the City 
<Jat , at the w at nd of the rn.nd'Rae towards ~'honon , fooiug 
t~e moat, vestiges of which are visible ; the ~ate of Allinges in 
the an.me qmwte.r, but ou tihe lake ski. , tlu:ough which Mme. 
de War ns pass a on her d -po.rture; mld tJie chn.teau of Fon­
bonne, now t h e H8tel cl FonlJonne, near bhe Poxb. 

This lost-rtlined t~ward-s the nd of the eixtee~1t.h centnry­
by the French anc) Smsa-formo11.ly a r sidenc · of t11e prino a 
of Snvoy, had been gra.nbed t.o the · aron cl Montftlucon, who 
sold it to de Loys, Baron de la Bathi , and it was the home 
of Mme. de Loys de Bonnevaux, w hi th · r Mme. de W arena was 
tat-an after h er husband x· turneu to V v :y. A pa.thway ran 
here by the wa.ter's et1ge and pa-ssed at the fooli of the gro:dens 
of the honses (still standing), in one of which :Mme. de Wtn· us 
"'.a,<;J Slk-'liying ab the time of her bushnnd's visit to J1 er. (The 
bu·tL of Napoleon as then nearly fit\y yeiws away, and the iden 
uf the Simplon route which h innugnra · d was unborn.) 

1' 2 
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vValls ancl moats anciently m1Closec1 the town. The moats, 
beginning at the Gate of AllingeR and mounting the hillside, 
encompassed the clu1tean of Peter of Savoy, passecl behind tlw 
walls of the forLiliecl houses (still exi8ting) of MM. Anllrim.:, 
Constantin, Lanrent, and Brignet, ancl 8tretching along the 
e:i,stern w:i,11, torminatecl at the Gate of Chavannes, east of the 
:-1ct1rnl P ort. 'l'he searches of MM:. liaurent :-1nc1 Briguet in 
their gan1ens have revea1ec1 traces of the moat, evil1cmces of 
whose exir>tenco apprnr also near the cnstle of Gribaldi. A 
ditch d()i'encled the interior town, separating it on the eltst from 
tlw bourg of b 'l'ouviere. 'l'his began at the moat on the scrnt,h, 
passed by a g:tte which existcid next the PoHt-Ollice, and de­
scnnding along the line of t,he castle of Gribaldi, terminated 
benrnith the citadel near the chtltean of Fonbonne. 

Them were originally three citadels on tl Le bon1m·s of the 
bke. 'J'lrn remains of that near the present hospital existed 
within the memory of persons now living, and I myself have 
seen a part of tho groat wall which formed a portion of one at 
the Gate of Allinges, destroyet1 by the .French and SwiBs, in 
F ebruary 15111. 'l'hese allied forces invested Evian, beginning 
on the side of la 'l'ouviure, next tlie grange of J\iL Velnon, which 
then formed a port,ion of Uw ci ty wall. 'J'lrny partially destroyecl 
Petm"s castle in the Gram1'Rue, which was never repairec1, and 
the walls near the Gate of Allingfls, with the three citadels. 

It was tlwse rninf:l, with all the rights of the sAigniory of 
l~vian, which the pri11ceR of Savoy ceded to the Baron de J'lfont­
fancon, in exchange for a large sum. 

It appear:o from Pn:iv6t, thnt in 1237 Pettor of Savoy built 
at Evian a stronghold with four gnlat towers. Prevot assigns 
that ruler'R conslruction of castle Chillon to the following yoar, 
although'tthe date generally receivecl i8 123G. According to 
this Chvotian chroni.cler, Peter ah>o e.r~icted the castle and tower 
of Peilz in 1_2 ;J8-0, ancl those of Martigny in LHl. 

U eneritl onfors for huilcliug the witlh aml fortifications of 
Eviun, wtirc~ given by Ama.deLlS V., f)Hptemhtlr 30, 1382. 'l'be 
family of Clu'Ltillon, in l~xch::mgo fo1· Llw privilllge of creating at 
Ev·ian an odroi antl a custom-house, carrirn:i on these works nt 
their mvn expense, and paid besitler-; an annual sum· of one 
lnmdre r,1 G eneves l-l Ii yres. '!'his rmcion t hom;o is now ex.tincL 
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It possrssod tl10 1;itle of Baron of Larringes, which seigniory 
was sold lJy a widow of the family to the M~m1uis <l'Allinges­
Ooudr6e. 

Ono reads in Albetuis lleaumont the following: 
'It appem·s that it was to Amadeus V., Connt of Savoy, 

that Evian owed its enlargerneuli. It is evc:n known that tlLis 
prince conr,rilmted grnatly to its emhelfo;hmenb, while at 1;Jrn 
sam<-i time he gave celc~brity to the waters of Arnphion of which 
he himself maclo nse; nnd he caused to be consJ,ructec1 a castle, 
which he inhahitell <luring tlrn fine 1waHon '-pm·lrnpR thP. castle 
of' Fonl.Jomio, for l'eter of Savoy's castle hrid bL"en in cxi~tence 
for nearly a cmitury, as I have alrenc1y :ohown, and a8 is indicated 
in tlw8e liue:; from Prc~vot : ' The saic1 seig·nior Prince Peter of 
Snvoy, having accomplished tho conquest of tlrn Valaism1s, 
departed and returnell to the town of ]1Jvian, where, in the 
following year, 12 3 7, he ea use cl to be built a fortress arnl cast] l) 
with four great arn1 good towers, for tbe guard and security of 
the said town and country, as much against the attncks and 
ravages which may be enforced lJy the Valaisans, as by his otlrn1~ 
enemies; wherein }w left a goocl and smo garrison of hiR people. 
He then camo to protect his surroundings at Chillou with a fine 
antl goodly company which his bmther bacl given him, am1, 
moreover, as thl-l aforesaid Chillon was a very agreeable, pleasnnt 
and delectable place, and also very strong, and provided with 
t,ho necessary mnnitious, he took up his rnsidence there, going 
and coming however between the 01l1(~r fortre t;scs of the afor0<mid 
Ohahlais, ancl notably stayi11g in that of his town of Evian, 
where he greatly pleased and delight ed himself, and thus dwelt 
and governed peaceably the said country of Clrnblais, until the 
dticease of Count Arne his brother.' 

The cht'Lteau which Peter of Savoy had erected occupied 
the site of the present Ifotel de .Frunce and the gardens in 
its rear. 'l'he easteru limit of the castle was probtthly tJrn 
exii-;ti11g circular t ower, which (1880) is calletl nfter it,; pro­
prietor the Tour Dilliocl; while tho western lirnitR wen1 m'ar the 
lmilcling occupiGd by the ' Brotlrnrs of the Christim1 Doctrine,' 
the choir of whose chapel re::;tt:; on the remains of another ancient 
tower of the ci.1,stle. 

'l'ho Billiod 'l'ower merits a vit:iit. 'l'he upper part is smaller 
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i u cfrcumfo.t'(mce thm1 the lower, auc1 the roof is rrnpported hv 

cohmms. 'J'lrn vimv from thi8 tower through the bcautili~l 
gardens l1tmcath embrace; s to !Jrn wer>I, a blnck1>mjth'1:-1 slwp 

where rcc\'mt escavations lrnve brought to light ::i, S(ptrtre towor. 
Ji'l'om thi s height may lm seen Cn,urtr'u J\fouut, wlHwe thu 
p easants 8ay CtTJfm1: passed on lrifl way to c:o11qnm· 0-f'ILJl. Tlrn 

i11lia]Jjtants of tlrn village of Tl0rnex (J\-orn which a noble family 
d1·l~W iiis nn,rne) n,]JOve t]l(J roc:ks of C\c:~m·, 11n! known under Urn 
nickname of b1·11l1 ~-c,1rnps, in aJlnsion I/ > a n incidl•;11,t of tlrn ]Jattle 
>vilJ1 the V rmdois um1er ArnanCl, refotTec1 to in a frwmer clrnpt1~r. 
Near t!1e ancient Gate of Alli1J.ge:o there i,s another round towt:r, 
encl.osoc1 in the :M:o·iwn Cachai., o,rnl covere1l with vines. 

Count Amadcnri do 11'oras told me tlrnt he rememliernll otluw 

n~rnnim; o±' the ch[tterm of Peter of Stwoy twenty yectrs beforn, 
alJ(l ptLrticulady o, benntifnl got.hie window of t]w thirhJe11th 01· 
fourtetJ11th century, then intact. ]\,:[, Lanrent l'EJcolltJcts l1i81,inctly 
the ditch wl1ich exi ::fod in liifJ srouth lo the west of tlrn oJ(l 

c;i,si,Jo. n lmg::m nt the spot now occ11pi.ed by the fuuntain awl 
tbo handsumoly arrangoc1 reservoir, whern ,o:1,un1y ;-:iavuyan1 gfrlc: 
daily wash the town lirnm. In the last centnry the de f:bxd 
111:1.n~ion, now occupiell lJy the CJarists, bl'lloi:wm1 to tlJO 
do JHonay8, a:o di.cl tho rJi l,e of the pr1~sont Crarnl lli ~Ld of ]'Jvi:m. 

'J'he H 6td <lo Ville ur; ::tt present an·n.ngrn1 lhtl-J8 1.mck h•.fif;l 
than i:ifl.y yearH. lu 1.lw early pm.'lJ of the lm:1; century it was 

formed b.r what ie: now the 1mn:r an d pnl't of \;J.11j ho11.~c of tlw 
bte ]){. Charles Lauront-0110 of the ollk~t in Evian-in which 
w:i~ \,J1 e Hl'.a1 ~·cufHe . One can still ww in tho si:r..lon of the Archive:, , 
l1 t',]1inLl ·1.l1 0 paper r:nstJ ~:, wallt:11-·np donrn wbjeh onco curnmun1-
cabed with tihe east rn pm·t of the building. f i:lw yeru:s b ~ r 
Mme. d W11irens' nnival, the town was decim ated by tl1e plague; 
and the rnnnicipality, neeiling mon y, sold tha,t part which is 
n~w. included in the property of M. aru· nt. Th other portion 
01·igma1ly b longed t t.i well-lmown fan1ily. 

Towanls J(!DD, lVJUe::. GreJJ.nt-Bellon gcJJ_erousl v uave tlii:' 
lrnilding to the Bu11evole11t 8ocidy, wliich 'c,:stnlilishc~c1 ~ lw.~pital 
there; it continued until the F'rnn.ch U.evolution, lrnt was tl1 en 
neglcdel1 nnd f:inall.Y :Lbm1doned. -When m·dcr w::i.s rn-e1.;t:ol>li.~hoil 
l;hl~ tow11 took pof;lsu:.,:1io1t of U10 stmdttl'H a.11cl. all clt<l it to t,111-l 01w 
it tll!'l::v1y poc;r;e~;.';cd, whid1 was tlt e. :w:,1,t n r· tl1 e mrm icipality. 
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Snm(~ ylmrs ago an, inhnhihrni·, of Evian l1i:3COVl' l'i'Jc1 m 1.lrn 

Archive~: tm :td whjoh proved tbat i:oho Benevok.nt 8oci(~ty was 
iltb true pt·op1·iltor of t.hi :s buildi.ng, mid the town came t-o o,n 

unrh'lrHtancling wit,b that im:tiLutiou, pnrclrn~ing its rjghts over 

thiri prop(' rty for fonrtr;.'m1 thoussnd fr:rno:,. 
'l'h t'J clock t,ow01· of t.he IT1}t el c1e Yilki attract;;; att.lm t.iou by 

jJ·s ~>labmtt.tily orn:·1.nrn11hccl gni.i;rnl wirn1mv.s, which elo,';l-:ly r 8-· 
H' rn l>le those of ancient c1w0lli ugs in Bologna. 

T.n tlrn houl:le of the bte .i\L Laurnn1; w:v; incorporal.ed 
t 110 of i:hA tWtJ ve toweri'J \vl.tieh forrnorly rfoFenc1ed ]~vi:rn. Hs 
sum mit is crownec1 wi(,]i vine.';l. On ::i,n uppbr £1001· nf [,I 1 ii:; kl\n-) 1; 

if3 t.J10 study of 1\L 'La1m;nt, eontaiuing a loophole in its original 
prnport-iom:J, Dl";Oc0nlling to a s11J,,,.,, T exmni1rnll a rnmw of' docu­

JJ1Cmts relative to tlw hi::tOJ'r of tlw town mu1 r egi11n-all 

ar1mirably o,rrangec1 by M. Laurent. ln 1.82 ;J, he md near 

l1is hcnwi Barnn Ifonri de Blorrny, who s:.i ill t o h iJJJ, ' Do yott 
know 1 ~lrnt your honRl-l [ornrn.1 par!, of i·l11< J3i!td du Vilk., arnl 

that it was sok1 after the tenil>le pbg1ie ? ' 
'How c1id you lnam tliifl?' asked !VI. Lanrent. 

'Tlrn nxplrn1n,i.iun is ear,y,' repliec1 the Baron. 'Vvhm1 I 

wa8 $ymlic, I remarked that people were c01rnl:::m1;ly going to 
t.]Jn munieip~tl Archives, nnd that tb ey invariably carri(,1(1 avrny 

papel',:;. I re.solve<l to pnt a Hi-011 to this. 1'11 c1_,nsl~•jllt:m:e, I 
hal1 tlrnm all t-ransfoned to my house, whcn'l I coul11 nrnlw n 

J11inutl·l examination of them. 1t \\ aH 1'Ju1s tl1at I fom1d the fact 
I have m e.JJ1 :iorn~ll.' 

From that tirno, J\:[. Laurent ofl;<-m i.JJon glii; of' tl1(~'J u 

n:;~istors, nml cventrn\lly spoke on the subj1,,et lo the late Baron 
Emiemornl de Tllonay, t olling him iilwt ii: wwi dt>,'' imble th:.tt th1~.'Je 

n1a11w:crjp( G slwulc1 lm placell wlwJ"e tltny eo11ld lJe Pnsi)y C1JJ1 .. 
:ml.kl!. Afl(~ t· 1.'he latter\; deat-11, M. l~au1: e11t spoke 1o ])L 
A 11l1t·il;l', nid to the lvl'ayor, ahout thri [ltqxrn, m·ul wrLs req11e~tt:ll 
1.:o f;C\m·ch for them. 'J11m t1'.l w11 of E vian h :.wing l1l~ C C!l1 H:l 

tho hei1· of M. d<>. Blomiy, J\L Lmn·ent }intook liirnselJ' to Hw 

l18 Blcmay areliivc,'1, and. found tho original frunehic:es accorcfoc1 
to gvian ]Jy Co11111! P eter of Savoy i11 LWb, afi wr.:11 n:; 1.l1use 
gi vc:n l1y ilie pri11ces who sw:cmJdc11 l 1im. 

NL TiaLll'l;nt t1pcmt rnnch tj,mc i11 th l'l a1Tange111 Gn [, of 1.ht":.r1 

1·:uc nwnuscripi.B, and funnel nmong th~w u.ll the dccurri enb 
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which describe the visits of tlie Bishops of Geneva to the 
church of Evian, giving exact descriptions of each church and 
chapel within their jurisdiction. Here also is everything 
relating to the hospital and other oharitab1e institntiollS, and 
accounts of the sojourn at Evian of princes of th 11ouse of 
Savoy, who for many years in the last century came to take the 
famous waters of Amphiou. 

OHAP'l'ER XOIX 

THE ohatem.1 of Gribalcli was erected, traditio~1 says, on the 
ruins of a convent, by Mgr. Vespasian de Gribaldi, named 
archbishop ofVienn. in Dauphiny, in 1569. 

He was born in the district of la Touvi~re at Evian, whither 
his parents had come from Chieri in Piedmont. Seeing the 
ti:oubl s that the new Calvinistic r form caused in his dioc se, 
and tlutt his z al could do no good for his chm-eh, h re igu ·d 
bis archbishopric to P ter ill. of Villa1·s, and r tired to his 
own country. He was 0110 of the cousecrators of St. Francis 
de SalPs in lGO~, anc1 died at his chiiteau in Evian in 1G08. 

In cxaminiug this cliilfoau from the H titel (1e Ville, one 
remarks tlrnt it resembles the former residence of Mme. de 
Wal.'ens nt the Bassflta, b ing constructed like a · I scop . It 
was originruly oompos a of foru· s ctions. The lo.rg st 1111d most 
ancient part (now occnpiecl by th geudarmerie) was then 
nearest th Ink . Here in the 111Bt generation wer still s n 
portraits of s v ·al of tL Dukes of Savoy. 

'!'here x.i..st d here in Mme. de W a.r ns' time, ancl also in 
ibbon's, a thcntre on th fu·st Jloor constructed for the amus -

rnent of tlw Prjnces of , 'avoy. 'l'he three other parts dirninii;h 
in siv.e and height, and fiu ally the fourth rmc1 laRt is the small 
house on the Graml'Une now used for the Post-Office. 'J'his 
is much more modern than the others, and occupies a. po.rt of 
the 1'\nci nt a tle g™:den, the rest being occupi cl by the Plac . 

'l'he rivulet Ln Gruz, south-east of th castle, passes now 
under the bridge of the rand'Rue at the spot wh re existed 
one of the city gates. This wa.tercou1·se form rly fed the moats 
in that neighbourho d. 
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In that p[l,rt of the castle occupied (1880) by l'lf. Dmmet, 
one noticeR alJove t.he fire-plact~ in t,Jw kitchen, a fresco of the 
Ul'ilmlL1i 1Ll'JllR: o,., ,i r, ~ l/ t '<ri, •) mi sr1;1d1Jfr w;ii;; ·(o 1l'(l,[-; 11;·; with 
this chwico : Pins 1'<'i! ~c ;· (_JU() &;·i'C J'O'll'I' jXL'l'?:e,wi·I'; also the aate 
1G7 l. The crest is a (1emi-seignior coiffed with ret1 hat and 
gol11eu plume, , arnl adorned with a red rolm, tho right arm 
h()lding a cross witJ1 anchor points, the cuffa ornamented with 
ermine. 'rhis brilliant personage i"sues from the coronet of a 
J\farquis. 'fhe shield, which heai:s a cross saltier-wise mitJJ'1fo, 

is supported by two grif£ns l11M[/1WS c;i danl. 
The Gribalclis were allied to the de Broglies of France, 

anc1 to the Counts Lisio of Piedmont, and in the early part of 
this century this traditional relationship lm1 the famous Count 
],i:oio, who hac1 been aic1e-de-cam1J to Charles Albert, to protect 
and push forwarL1 a young rnernher of the family. 

']_'he Gruz, which Rweeps the side of the castle, turns the 
wheel of a mill, 011posite which, in tlrn Rtreet of the Po1·i;, is a 
curious ogival wi11duw in an ancie11t building fonnerly lmlong­
ing t n th e Marcll1is d' Allinges-Cnudrer.. 

'l'he beaut;ifnl and slrnded promen::vle along the lake between 
t}ie landing anc1 the Casino, was lJOt in f1xistence in th<! lmit 
geJJeration. 'rhe waters of the lake then swept 11p nem·ly to 
the wall8 of the grmlens. 

'l'he ancient castle of Grillie., now the Casino, belm1gl,d for 
two centurit!S to the de Blonay H, and ]iflc.a rne the propert.y of 
the town through the will of tho bte Iln.ron En nemom1 de 
Blonay, wl10 died in 1878. H(-'. h:id inheritml G·rillie from his 
pahmw,1 uncle, and it was inhaliitm1 by the family until 187G. 
'J'l1 fl castle has be0n rcpairnd aml exten ded, and its ancimit; 
sqnm·o tower seems to look loftily and condescendingly down 
on the new part, which contains the theatre. 'rJrn ch:1tem1 
occupies a fine site on the lnke at the eml of the puhlic eRpla­
rrnde, am1 ih; ganlens run 1lowu to the water. The arnplo and 
lofty rooms lmve ceiling;-: decorateL1 in the style of the Ilumis­
.R::wce. f::lt. F1·anci8 de .Snlt',S ret.irod hither [l,t one period of Iii:; 
life. 

'!'ho volumi11ons anc1 precious archiyes of the do Illonay 
family, already referred to, are rnost.ly ston:,cl in the 0111 nrnni-
111011t room i11 the 11pp< 'l' part of tl1e Jllain tower. vVlt81! the 
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1''rcmc:l1 iuvacfo<1 R:wny in 17\l~, ma11y of t!t o::;e docnmLmk: wero 
t\11cl o;ic<l in a gTcal; waluut crt:>o aml r;on{; l;o Be.t·nc to 1\1:. 
"lln11 j;Jiu] i, or tlw A.I il.1 llY () [' AJ'qutibm;j.l~l'S. The~ bttc--H' (1ying 
fi(jl\1 e y <1am aftur w:.i1·r1 s, tlti i;; grcn,t coffer , t he owm_.n :hip of which 
was 1111knnwn, was clopo::>i{·,ed in tl1e g:u:rctr; of the rolmtto.ir. 
f:l ome lnd;chei:'::; appn~ntices broke it (pen , aml the llJltf>i:er 
bntcber fournl t.110 olcl p:wchrn rmt s rJco.tteNotl abonl; 1J1e JloM. 
H1-i :1:eporte1l thi ,-; t o l1i::; mi.1;t,re::f.l, who h:1tl tl1e coffer and p:~purn 
tr[\nHporlA:cl to 1.l10 1\ J,]J1,y of' Bt1 lcli ers. Dnring 1·lrn Govt. t:turn;n1, 

of Mecliabon, t11e tulvoyor de Hu 1iuen, having karned i;lie fact:, 
cmlernd tJw coffer to !;e bronght to his J1orn;c. He xm11inod ii; 
n. few J' l'\:tl'S lator, and rn::i.tfo copieK of the numnn11tK adt:i fournl 
1.he.n.in; and ilten wrote through 1;[10 ~)ardinia11 rni11i1:tel' i;o 
]hron Loui.s 1fo Dlon.ay, at; 'J'urin, to infol'JJJ. him that; tlicr:o 
pn.pers wur8 in l1is l1ands, ancl rtt l;h0. c1i;-;pm 1 :~l of tlw.ii: ownurn, 
who nppeared 1;o havt·\ forg·oLt<jn tl1 urn. 

011t of thfr: al'OQe a cotTeGpondcnce bctwecu tb e two, :-it t.J10 
c11d of:' ,,.- hich tl1 cse papen::, contnining a thons:1,11cl original act:;, 
were g iven to the Cli ovalicr Comtois tlG l'_Arcal1ii:1re, who s1-~nt; 

tlH'-l.ll to Damn de Blomiy, Count cle Mulinen being allowet1 to 
rotaio 1.J1e volrn.1rn of copie:1, which his grrrmbon. ::;till poGri OE\8CJS. 

In the courne of t]H) corrnq1ondc11ce, iu a letter to Count de 
Mu1ini-m, ,Juno ~O, I 8::10, B:.tro11 B. L1e :uiuoay srrid: 

ow cnn I sufficiently thank you for all th e details y u 
h av been good enough to give m e cone l'Dillg the orig in of Llio 
de Blonays, and for ih car you have ta.k en in pl'eserving the 
interesting t itle-cleetla and act s, which, without yon, Monsieur 
I omte, would no l onger x:i.$t? In r esp onse t o th.e reqn st 
tbnt yon ha.ve mnd W1 0.t ou may be n.llowed t-0 r etain poss s­
sion f t he copies of the originals which are ll l' to nnnexed, it 
is l"n .inst; am1 so rca;;cmublo a dc:;,ire, tkti; l corn:i1lei: it ]Jot.Ji a 
d t11 .y a.rn'l 11 plen:;uni \;o eomply with ynlll' wi :;h cs. '!'hi ::; i:s 
parl;icnl:-11'1y a1hautag8011H for me, fln' iL w:iJl give you nnotlter 
reaGOll for i1lteresLing youn,;elf in m y frl,l)1ily, arn1 al; [mm o future 
Lime, t-1 l1oul1] tlJ o orig inals be losi·-, it rn:1y be po.~:;ible to ,•mpply 
tlrni 1· pb,c1-:s by Lhe copie::; in yot1r pnsfl~)'Jdion . ' 1 

I place t'.hc t,;o fac bi:; ou record, as t11me npper1r:> 1:<l 1Ho s01)1e 
1 .D1;,ic1;;;lC"1t. l i•n t lt~ zl() ~:sG.ssio ; i ' f GuuHt d,:. Jl l u li:n:~ it a t lJt~ril i 1 cxa1u inell ); :y 

t l1G auLhor. 
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f('J[\J: thrtt cerk1in documents of the impori.:i.nt orig irnd co1l1'c­
tion lHwe a.g:.1i1.1 di sappnr1rc11. 

The Jil)f :tn•l sh·o1lghold of G t·illio, in ·1,1,7 4, were in tl1 e po:-.;­
:::e;;c;ion of Nolilu :Louis do L llnivar1l (of tl1e farn i.ly of the fomons 
Prisoner of Chill 1JJ 1) , who a 8 1'. ::trly as U 14·1 lrnCl been iuvested, 
wil.li hifl bi:0ther Pi1~rre, with the cm;t.le, jmisiliction and fief of 
the J)foerts, anc1 became alone the ii: soignfor in. 1'14 7. Louis 
pnrclrnscd iJ1 H ,!J 5 the fmigniory of Grillio in tbe Pays tfo Ce~.: , 

of Cas1;oi1 de ]i'oix , cc nnt of LouguevilJ e, and it wa8 probahly a{-, 
this tinrn that lH~ assumed tlrn Llti G·rillie arms : ().-, (l, z( ~ 1;-;"1>fr!J 111.1 

8 1 ~/1lc, 1;/ws~1 1Jn t fo c-i.n'i co'J.gill.es rl.'1!.'i"!) IY! l,t , which his cle:::cendan1;:,i 
contimtPd to ]Jea.r. He was e11nerry ancl cup-bt:,al'el' to duJ.:o 

J>hiliu of' Hnt·gumly, lrnving previously been eq,nerry and rna:itre ­
d'h6t~l to the duke of Savoy. 

~-'lnee of his hrot;her s wer o, like himself, nctively engag ed in 
tJll:l nJfoin: of t\H,il' time. 'J.'Ji ey WC-1rt, l Jrlrn,n, l 1ishup of' ·v l'l'Ceil j 

Pierre, seignim of La Barre ; arnl 11\an<,'.Oi :;, n<:>ig11io1· of Lorn p ues 
(prn11ounc1:".c1 Lntrns), t1i 0 gra1Hlfothor ol:' l''ran \.:ni~J J-lonivard of 
Chillon. 

:Louis' son, Uharles de 13onivard, was lortl aml 1rn1Ktm· of 

Urillie at 1£vi:rn in ] ;J,0 8. 
l lrnve n.lrn:i.dy 11Jcntionml .Ayrnon, who fi g u.i:ecl among tb u 

Jil'Lc.cm h1ightr-: of lhe On1er of Urn Cnlbr :1L -iLs et·c;al-inn, in 
13G2. 

Tf we may believe some n.uthori.ties , a terri ble fate overtook 
another rn ernber of t.his lwnse, one hnndre1l yc>ms oarli1-\J'. 
,facqnm; de Bonivard wan the secretary 8.nd favoru·it(-\ l'l l' (\'nm (; 
'l.'l.io;nas of 1-'avoy, rrml in virt.ue uf a lrnll o( :Pop e~ lnnoce11t IV . 
he (~ :qwl.le.a with violull ('.l'I t-lie n10nks or tlll~ p1·iory of r;;1 .. 1\n1lr0 
in l.~~ 'l • S ; ~incl while- tbe htt~,r betook thc1rnwlveR to Notrc1 Dam e 
of l\l.y o.ns, nnd pbccd their ' sad fate wiLh prn.yers Lefom t,lrn 
r.-loriutrn Vi t'<>'ill' Bo11ivarcl !i'aVl'l a haJJl]Uf\{; al, t-.JH'I pr.·i1.ll')' t<.i hiu 
t ·J • l.) } ~ :.i • 

l'l,btivrn;, a11L1 to the principn,l inlrnbil.m1ts of ~:) 1;. A:ndre. Jn. Llrn 
mitlst of the feast, ' by the mi.ni sLry of tJrn devihi,' :MoHHt 
Ur0nier iUl npon t!Hm1, eng 11lflll g {;h1i wi(\]y , 1;ht~ vilbg1-l of 
ft. Amlt·fi aml sixteeu rd .1wr villager>, ipcl.rnling Jive [,J1 ou:mml. 
i1tlwl1iLaut:1. 1 

1 .A'i·m .r;;•i11{. ,, (, l'loldl<· ~., ... i ,;·r;_ rlar l.'4''.h !l.:.i·.,it, ))l ~c/1 : tZ! ~ 8a uoic, lJ fU' lo CrJ1nlc de 
1J'ornG. Urillic i0 ;d:;o ''P"H Grilly :irnl \iJ'ciill)' 
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In lG31·, thero \Vas a rocognit.ion of the fief of Grillio in 
favour of:' Ueno lfo Bnuivard and ol' Jacqueline cle Hyvoi1;e ltis 
wifl:i. Al'tN· i;lrnir· death, it pa~8od to Aymtie de l3onivarc1, 1.l10 
only sister of Ilen6, who lmcl married. the soigHio r of Crocherull. 

H er Rons Olauc1e, senator of Savoy, ancl Philip, seignior of 
Orey, 8okl it, I11d1nwry ,J,, 15GG, for nine lmm1red golden crowns 
of l[ve floriJJ,S each, to noble Jacques Dun mit, called d.e H11ssin, 
fo1:1lly seignior of • 't. Gingolph ancl of the fortifim1 houses of 
Gmilly, Valley rnu1 CrnRt, arn1 co-seignior ol' AlbJJrnn, Hons 
au c1 'l'hollon, hy the gifb of noble Joan cle ltnssin, his rnlnfave. 

Dnnan t had. previonsly purch::wecl, in ] 558, t he fo rtifiell 
house of noble Louis cle Neuvecdle, which formed the wm;t;orn 
l1ounchry of tlte de Gmilly fief, and having restored it afterwards 
j oinecl to it the stronghold of Grailly. '!'his constitutRd the 
l~lrLifa ,d ck1J.tmn wltich his descendant·, sol<l in lG76 to Baron 
de J3J.on:i.y, anc1 whi.ch is now the Casino of Evbn . 

These bw originally distinct portions were independent of 
all fi f, ven of the aover ign, and the de Blonays were maste1·s 
of them in their whole extent-owing no one any right of way, 
and having power to olos np the oourt, and to stre11gthen the 
fortifications as they mighb please. 

'flu~ reply to certain qn stions of Baron de Blonay con­
cerning the prerogatives of strong houses ndcll-essed to him by 
the advocate Du l")errier (1761) throws light upon some of the 
feudal l'ights and customs which prevailed llntil the French 
Revolution. I translate from Du · erri r's ma:nusm·ipt : 

' Fmm the title-deeds which you have done me the honour 
to addr ss to me, it appea.rs to m , Mon.si.eur1 to be beyond o. 
douot that your mansion, as it is to-day, is composed of two 
anci~nt houses united-the one ''1hioh forms the eastern wing 
comtng from noble Chinl s Bonivard, seigniOl' of Grillie; th 
oth r forming th w stern wing, being th on for wh:ich no l 
u~llaume de Neuvecelle did homag to th s ignior f Valley, 

who held it from the princ in 1001, and for which noble 
J:tcques Duum1t, alRo did 11omag~1 jn J G58. 

'As to the latter portioJJ, it; appertrs to me tha1; when thri 
prince nccorde:~a the first investiture to the ancestors of the said 
nuhb <l u N onvt,celle, h1c1 surrernl~:red :.tl I rigbJ$, cxee.pt, tlmli o[ 
lief alll1 of liege ltomago which ho· reserved to l1inrnell'. Thus 
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thi s domain. is quit;e free n.rn1 extnnptHtl from the right; of corn­
nrnni1.y whi ch was duf'. to 1110 sn,me princ0 for 1'he ovens--tlrnt is , 
t;l1at the seignior of the house is not. obliged to mie the comrnnn 
oven which belongs to the P rince, a11d, consei-1uently, you arn 
free to have a private oven tlrnre.' 

It is n. cmiom; thing thn,t n,t an epoch so nc:ar our own, 
p c:rsons holLling C('rtain kinds of n',n,l esktte w1~1·t~ 111rnl1le t·o lin.ve 
their own ovem: or 1;heir own r ese1·voirs, antl wc1·e compellc<l to 
nsfl and pay for these com1 1oditi e.s, which bulongetl to tho 
sovereign. 

I have n.lre:icly refol'l'ec1 to t.l.i e property which ilte family of 
Rt;, Fn1.11ciH clfl Sn.les ownm1 at Genevn. in tho Pl::tcc dn ] lour." 

C> 

do Four, an c1 which r~till retains this desigrrntion, where tl1e 
common ovens of tbe town are i;;i.t•rnte<1, m1c1 which were nst\<l 
an<1 paiL1 for in the i:;anie way; the mnnici11al governm <~nt in 

thi s cmm rnpre8e11ting the sovnreign. In my account of fe.lldal 
Vevey, I have also rncutiom,a tlto co1i:1 m1rni1-.y of OV()ns in flevcral 
di s!,rict::i ol' that towu. 

CHAP'l'RR C 

vVrrnN Mm e. L1o vVarens made lu~r al rupt appe::trance at Bvian 
on July] 'L, ] 726, Victor Arnn,c1~ms II., ling ol' Sardinia, waf:l in 
this anciEmt feudal cl welling (now th e Evian CaHino ), having 
arrivc-ic1 the dn.y before. H e continued. tlwre until August 8, 1 

as the guest of Baron J~ouis d.e Blonay-first equerry am1 
gentleman of the hec1clrnmber to His Maj esty, knight of honour 
to the Qn een, and knight grand cross of SS. Maurice and 
J~azarus, seven yearfl later vico1'0y of S:irdiniii, n.nd still later 
knight of tlie Amnmciat.ion. He wn.s buriecl at St.. Paul, in tl1e 
t omb wlrnrein his mother, n,s already rebtCll, was entombed 
while in a trance, liarcly erocaping a t errible c1e11th. 

'l'he :Mal'quis Costa c1e Beauregn.rd thus describes Victor 

Arn:vfous U.: 
' He W ftS , like most of the prin.ces of his J:ace, of miLlLlh~ 

I n cr1islrc des D.'/.ibfm,/-i ,ins dn Coirs._. i.l clt! 'l'ltoi1•1ll-, 'W Ai>!?I. l 72fi, puhlii;hctl 
in J. c J.,~11w n , citecl by M. ·n11f.,11r in tl1" l~ ,~1·11.: St1.-1!C1 i.,i..;1in,, ( LB79), p . 70. 



11 ~-i.ighl;, huL wiLh '.' sligh1'. arn1 gracl~ul fi~m·e: Ilis <lepmt.~1~ont 
f,.eo nn,·l p1·orn·1, lrnJ pl1y;>iog11omy a1umated, hi featur0s aqmlurn, 
wiLli g.,Jd,··.11 l1lnm1 lrnie n. 1111 oycs of a pnrticula,r blne, ancl of 
ext.remo vivaciLy, he i·, ~st:111 l !k\l tlrn House of .r emou1·s. Ue wn!:l 
sob r and simple in his habits. ills temp ·ament, na.tm.•a,lly 
3 Ii at , lui.J b en so forliifi · d by xeroise, that e..xcesses of 
fatign ot· of work n ever fojm· d him. His most eminent 
qualities were penetration, boldness, diligence and courage. 
R pnssed for a sltilfo l politician ancl nn excellent administrator 
i·n.th r than o. famou g 11 ro.l, nev r having distinguished him.­
self in wm· :x:c pt by his persono.l vnloul', circumsta.u es haV:ing 
given him as allies or na adverso.ries m n so supel'ior from this 
p int of viow that he was not t' mru:kecl h1 their oompo.ny.' 

'J:he Marquis adJs the following fr lll Bl ndel concerning 
J.~l'llEtClens : 

'II was moat simpl in his dre..."'S. I never saw him, dm·ing 
s v n y S.I'R, \Vinf, r or STlll1mei·, axe 1Jt jn th same costum of 
coffee-colom·~'cl cloth, without golcl or silv r ornaments, and 
with gre:J.t foulile-sol d sh cs, cloth stockings i:n, winter and 
tlmmcl nes in s 11mm61', uev r uny lo.oe, st1·ong shirts of linen of 
Gu'ib 11 , lined with cambric, ptetending tlto,t they wore the 
only onos suitable to l1ealth. His sword was of r usty ste 1, 
garnish d with l at,li 1· 1ilong the ho.udl · in 01•uer not to wear 

nt lih bottom oC tl1e coa.t. Ria cc~u e was a Malaoca stick witJh 
a hE'acl matl from the wo d of th cocoa-nut tr e, ancl bis anuf:f­
b • was i u t rtoise-shell with an ivory 1·im. ITe d:isplnyed no 
mognif:icence e,"{copt in his wig and IJO,t, a.nd as h was very 
fond of walking he had, besi fos, a surtont of blue cloth like a 
frock coat, whicl1 he put on wh n it rain.eel. He made a sholv 
of' this Rimplicity, o.rn] jok J his son, who on th conbro.ry was 
1·ather fi nd of mng ni.ficent furnitnre, costum s, la ·e aml 
uiOJ.ttontls. King ictol' wore the same robe do cluvmlmi wint;er 
an.u summer. It was f gr .en to.J:fota, lin d with white bon.r­
skin. I.11 the w:inter the bearskin wu.s outsiUe, in t1]1e summei.· 
it \Vas inside.' 1 

ln <:oncludi.ng my not.ice rrf \.Ii '" <11~ Dlnnay clt:!te:iu nl; Evian, 
it 111:1y h l; worLh whil e tu ljllDlkl l'rnm hvo 1rnpuhli 1;5],11~ 1111i:,tori cn.J 

1 i\i,i;;u.i in": .7Jirdr; r-i1Jll i3"ii' .r; cu· /(t. JFai:fni1, n olJ l'!.. l f.. d,~ Duv" io, P•t.r /~ : J'vl :i,r1J1ti u 
C1J~ ln. d (~ Jh!. :-i.. tt l'Pt{~rd ~ iii. 

'/D 

notes wl1ich I foun1l in tho d1~ Dlonny fl;rc11iv1:.s, concerning 1Jtt) 

clfoc.:t of the 1i1re11ch l'tovoh1t.inu. on tlrnL h011.se. 
' In 17 D2, th,~ 1"m11ch inv :-1.rl1~ <l Uri.voy. JVres. ·i ro .M'iclrnl 

:D'ra11 \;uis J>hili l)pe rfa Dlo miy, nni verc1:1l 11 eil' nf all t,h,_ estates 
arnl propr.rt)7 lefl, by I\'.l.es:-;irn P1«tn\;r1 i:,; clt'i Blun:1.y, hii; fatl1ei·, 
was in I)io1lm<ml;, wlw1:e h t. occ1111i etJ au honournblll post in tl10 
a.rm y of His l\faj u.; 1;)71 and. llt~ar tlt e person of II .l't.ll. tlll, Princo 

of l'i oiimont. VV1; tn'(1 i.gnoe:i.nt nf HH~ l.nk moi,ivt~fl \Y bicl1 1P<1 
him i.n these cri.tical cii:cnrn s1 . aucf'~; to ask for leave~ of a]JSt~ncs 
to rot,urn t,o hin conni·.ry; l•ut. it ir; cnta.in Urn.I; lw rna1k ::t grn:it 
rni staki, , of whi.cli all 11 i:; r11b. [·,jy ('~ arn] cn~11i t11r;,,; Wt lrn tlH~ 

victinm. Obligt~ d, in ordor to fJave his head, to ":::-; pritriate 
hinwelf in 17~U-th:iJ, i :;; io say , :;ix monLhs a.ftci· hi :; return from 
Vi1;l11il ont,-l 1 <~ texpt,ri l~llce<l vn.rion s vici isc;it; nde8 np to th1) JJHn1H)nt 

wh en. p naco wa.s co11c;luded but;ween Uenural Utinapart1~ , com­
manding the i.wmi s f'the Directory, and His Majesty the K ing 
of Sartliui.11i, who found h.i,m.self obliged to cec1e tbe county of 
Nice and. avoy, t.he cr£t.c1L of his family. The king took good 
car to stipu,l11ite in t he treaty clauses favoui1able to his s11hjectF1, 
bllt 1•h t:J ba.d fait h and astuteness of the French ministe1•s gave 
to th se mt,iol s the s 'Ilse tb y cl l'iil'd, y tottwiug the l'"al 
v :,ln ll of t.ho wor1h, :w.d l'<'.rnl1?.l't<tl u :;e l <~iJ8 tlH·l go()(l-will of a 
f:tth.~ r r> l,ipuhi;ing f'or h i:> cl1illhen. Jt; wa.'; 1'. lrns tli at, witho ut; 
n wnn1 l;o Llu'I j11 :J !·, [ct~ nrn·l n11~ rit, of theil' cam;c, tlrn military men, 
11 ~l'!k~~~, ri.rnl pt:i m;t s ol ' Savoy ::::iw tLeil' pl'opnrt.ie8 sold; ~rnl i I: 
w:ts Uwn th at those of :M. do Hlonn.y hcc:wnc tbe iwey of tl10 
tLf•J t'8S:tiL1 im1·l.iRtm s. M.me. de Hlmrny, his rnothm·, and ]1i.:i 

brother8 and siHters, who were truly privil ngeil crec1il.,01·s, arnl 
mizht thc:1refor0 hopc-J to sco their right::; covered, were e11n:i.lly 
dqirivo<l, and their cfaim:; to trnlcmnity annullell. 

'Thing::: r1~111~Li11 cll in I.hi:· Htfd .e unt il ·1800, the opuch oJ tl11) 
famous battle of Afarengo, which con:Jnlidatnl1 JJon:i.pad·.o's pow1 ~r 

al; iJw vt".r y rnommit when all the world. expcct<~c1 t o sec it de ·· 
stn 1y(1Ll. H e then appt~:i.rnd 1;o turn hi msdf towarL1s j 11::i1.ice nrnl 
moderation ; his ·lfrst steps inspired con.fideuce, and n:H n.y de­
IDllllUs for i· stihution having heen admitted, M. L uis d Blonay 
ht1zr1ird a ttJcing rtaiiu Sb pa l>ef1.11· th Prdi et of t he Lemttn, 
whose jnriscli.ction inclt1ded Cho.1.ila,ia a11 d Fa.ncigny, t obtain 
Lb relens · of properties not sold. He nct.cd us o.ttm'l'l y fo1· o.11. 
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I-Iemi, the only one of his brothers who hacl received nothing 
from his family estate, obtained by his care some propertietJ 
which remained unsolr1, in ] 801. Among these properties may 
be counted the paternal mansion called the tower and fortified 
horn;e of Grillie with its dependencies. It was saved from the 
wreck hecause the municipality, the registry ancl administraJ,iou 
of public domains, the justices of the peace, the committee of 
public safoty, &c., eRtabliRhed their different bureaux there. It 
was the ouly builcling that, remained t.o the family in Evian.' 1 

M. de St. GeniB (' fii;;toire de SaYoie ') relates an episode which 
illustrates the regard in which the de Blomiys were held by the 
people of the Pays de Gavot. It was announced throughout 
the di:,;kict of 'l'honon t.hat a sale woukl take place at public 
auction of the large de Blonay estates which had been seized. 
Jl.1. de Blonay, tire.d of ex ile, deterni.imid to assiRt at his ruin 
even at the peril of hi8 life. In the disgui8e of a Vaudois boat­
man he betook himself to t li e hall of the Council, and at the first 
bicl bravecl all, and named an absurcl figure which lowered tho 
price alrl'ady offered nine-tenths. 'l'he astouished multitude at 
once~ smTouncleJ the unknown bidcler ancl recugnisecl their former 
seignior. His courage and the remembrances of the benefits 
showered on th e country by his family assured him the instant 
complicity of the crowd. No 01rn bid in opposition. 'l'he 
muHicipal oftlcer hesitated for a moment. 'l'he attitude of the 
assembly however r E' stored his confidence, ancl he adjudged snc­
ce:,;sively the lots, under the p ressure of popular sentiment and 
unJer the security of the peasants of Evian, who then joyously 
drew M. de 13lonay into the mountains, whence he regained the 
V :i.lnis. 2 

CHAPTER CI 

'l'nE following memoir by llousseau concerning the conversion 
of Mm e. de Warens, was hand eel by him, April ] 0, ] 7 ,1,2, to 
M. Antoin e 13ouc1et, who was then eno·:vi·e1l on his' Life of ]Yf Je b b • 

Demex, Di.::>hop of Geneva': 

.', Dncnmrnls/n','' i 1:11.r. de !Jiu.na y orchfres (M88.). 
- V1ct1Jr Lle i':lt. (r1'11rn: lf. !~ l 1 •11\' de 8m•o in, iii. 1'71l. 
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' As it is the intention to omit none of the considerable facts 
in the history of M. de Bernex, which may serve to place his 
Christian virtues in their true light, the conversion of the 
Baroness de Warens de la Tour must not be forgotten, for it 
was the work of this prelate. 

'In the month of July 1726, the King of Sardinia being at 
Evian, many persons of distinction in the Pays de Vaud went 
thither to see the court. Madame de Warens was of the number 

' and this dame, whom a pure motive of curiosity had drawn 
thithel', was retained by motives of a superior character, which 
were not the less enduring for having been unforeseen. 

' Having been present by chance at one of the discourses 
which this prelate pronounced with that zeal and unction which 
carried the glow of charity into all hearts, Mme. de Warens was 
so moved that this instant may be regarded as the epoch of her 
conversion. The thing however must have appeared all the 
more difficult, as this dame, being very enlightened, steeled her­
self against the seductions of eloquence, and was not disposed to 
yield without being fully convinced. 

'But when one has a religious spirit and a good heart, what 
can be wanting to make him appreeiate the truth except the 
aid of divine grace ; and was not M. de Bernex accustomed to 
plant it in the most hardened hearts? Mme. de Warens saw 
the prelate. Her prejudices were destroyed, her doubts dissi­
pated, and penetrated by the great truths announced she deter­
mined to give herself up to faith by a striking sacrifice, the price 
of the light which had just descended upon her. 

'The rumour of the design of Mme. de Warens was not long 
in spreading throughout the Pays de Vaud. 'l'here was mourn­
ing and universal alarm. This dame was adored there, and the 
love they had had for her was changed into fury against those 
who were ca1led her seducers and ravishers. 'rhe inhabitants of 
Vevey talked of nofaing less than burning Evian, and carrying 
her off by main force, even from the midst of the court. This 
insane prnj ect, the usual fruit of fanatical zeal, came to the 
ears of His Majesty, and it was on this account t hat he addressed 
to M. de Bernex the glorious reproach, that he made " very noisy 
conversions." 'l'he king immediately sent away Mme. de Warens 
to A nnecy escort.en by forty of his guards. It was there t,hat, 

VOJ., Jl . 
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some time afterwan1s, His 1\fajesty asi=rnrecl her of his protection 
in the most fl11tt,ering tmrns, n,rn1 assigned her a pension, which 
ought. to pti,sH ful' n, stril,ing proof' of tlte pieJ.y am1 generosity of 
that Prince, Lnt wbich doos not take away from Mme. c1e Warens 
the merit of havi11g abanc1onec1 gre:i,t proptlrty and brilliant rank 
in h er own country to follow the voict-l of tl1e L ord, and to give 
lters2lf up witho11t reflt,rve to his Pruvil1l~nco. 

''J'he J?rince even luu1 the goodne;:;s to offer her ::m n,ugmen­
tation of her vension, so that slrn might figme with all t.he 13':l,il 
she could wiiih, anc1 to procure lwr tlw rnost graeions Ritnation, 
if she wonlrl come to 'l'nrin near the Q11 ee11. But, Mme. do 
Warens c1ic1 not [thnse the gooclness of tho monarch. She be­
lieved the most important things to be those which Uie chmc11 
distributes generously to tho faithful' n,rn1 otlwr ei:lal; had not11ing 
that conlt1 move her. It wris t.bus 1.hat Rhe expfainecl herself to 
M. de B ernex, ancl it was hy t.lwse maxims of c1isinterester1n eFls 
and moderation that she was from that moment const::mtly to 
concluet h tiriiul l'. 

' :Finally, th e clay nrrivell wh r.n 1\.f. de Hm·ncx went to assure 
the church of the conquest he had oht[l,incc1 for it. He received 
publicly the ahjuration of Mme. de vVaruns, rrnd [l,c1ministerel11·o 
lrnr the sacrnnient of Cunfinna1.ion on the~ clay of Our Lat'ly's 
Nativity, in the chlll'ch of the Vi~it,ation, before the relir,s 
of St. :Fmncis do Sales. 'l'his dame h[l,d the honour of having 
for her gml111otJ1er or spmrnor in thi8 ceremony the PrinceRs of 
HesRe, si. ·t.01· of the Princess of Pitidmont, afterwards Queen 
of s~rdinia. Jt; was a toncliing spect.acle to see a young wom:m 
of illustrious birth, favoured by the graces of n:i.turo and 
enriul1ed. hy t.he gifLs of forl.1111e, who a short. time hefore wn,R 

the charm of her cqtmtry, snatch herself from the bosom of 
ahnnrlance anJ pleasul'O, anc1 come to lay at the foot of the 
Cross of Christ t;l1e cdc1.t :111d. the pleasures of the world, and 
ren• 1unce tltlim 1.liere for ever. 

'M. c11_1 Bernex mncfa on this suhject a very touching and 
pnthdic discourse. 'l'he ardour of his zeal lent him on that day 
now forcn. '_l1he whule of the very numerous assembly was 
uwltec1, n,ud 1;he hdi11s, lmiJ1erl in tmu·s, eame to Mme. de Warens 
to er.nhrnce her, u.nd folicit.at.rnl h1,r, and wit.h her rem1ered thanlrn 
to nor1 for J;h e vid01·y Ue harl gainr.r1 over her. 
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' FuTther, a useless search has been ma.d nmong the pa.pet's 
of the late M. de Bernex for the discourse p1·0notmced on this 
occasion, which, n.coording to all who hea.rcl it, was a chcf­
d'Cf!llV?'(} of eloquence ; there is i· a on to believe that, beautiful 
us it was, it was composed on · the spot and extemporaneously. 
Frnrn that day, .M. de Bernex al ways called Mme. de \i\7 arem1 
hi8 daughter, allll Hhe called 11im her father. ffo always iudeed 
presr,rvec1 for her the goodness of n, father, arnl it is not nstonish­
ing that he regm·decl with a lively plen,sure this work of his 
n,pmitolic bboun;, ar; Rlrn nl wayR ~trove to follow as nearly as wa.s 
pus<>ibl e fol' Jip,1· tlw holy example of' this prelate, boLh in his dis­
interestednuss concerning tvorldly goodR, mid in his extrenrn 
r:liarity towards the poor-two virtues which perfrctly define tho 
ch:wacteriRtics of Mme. de vV arcns. 

' 'I1lte following facl; may 0il (l be class d among the proofs of 
tile mll-a.culous ncL;ons of' M. <le B rnex. In 1jhe month of' Sep­
tember, 1729, Mme. de Wa.rens was Jiving in the house of M. 
d Boysae, when the bakery of oLe Franciscans, which look d 
upon tlrn court, of Lliis 11011~\1 , took fi1· t-1 wit.h sncl1 viole1u-:e t·.]rn1; 
1;his bakery, which embraces large buiJrlings r1uito full of bundle::i 
of small wood and dry faggot·s, was immediately enveloped in 
Harnes. The fire, carriel1 hy tm i lll[>etnous witHl, sei;,e<l on the rnot' 
oft.he homm, [l.11d. p1-.1mLrn1'.el1 P;Vf-\l l l1y Ll1e wirnlmrn inLo 1.lie 
f1.pa.rtme11kJ. Mme. de \\Tarr.us irnmetlia1dy gave ordt>,rs h> 
mrest tht~ progress of tlie iimnrs, anr1 tu tr:cnsport, her furniture 
into tltc garden. She was occnpiec1 in 1-.liese cares wht.n she 
le1.L1·ned that Mons igneur the Bi~hop had hll.Sleneu, on r·nmou1· 

or the dnnger menacing her, and was abo11t to present himself. 
She, therefore> hlll'l'ied o meet him. Th y ente t·ed the garden 
together. He plac d him.self on liiro kn ea, a~ did all those who 
Wtci re pn.H;nt, of whom I was one, anr1 con1rnencm1 to pmnuunce 
supplicatinns with the fervour insepnrable from his pl':.tyers. 
'l'he effoct of thi,; was irnmedintely i:WPll, 'J'he wind, which haJ 

borne the flames beyond the bous even 110 1•he gard n, sullu uly 
ch1.1.ng d, a 11d d..IBuppearecl so enti"rely, th1-11t the bakery, al honglt 
adjoining, was entirely consumed , without the hous sustnirt.ing 
a.uy othe1· do.mag than it had pr · viously 1•ecro ''ea . 'l'hlli i a 
fa t known t all Anneoy, and to me the wl'iter of the present 
011::1noi1·, l1avi.11g e 11 it with my own eyes. 
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• M:. de Dernex continued constantly to take the same interest 
in all that concerned Mme. <le 1/v arens. He had a portrait made 
of this lady, saying that he desired it shonld remain in his family 
aA an honourable monument of one of his most happy conver­
sions. Finally, although she was at a distance from him, be 
gave, a short time before his death, marks of his remembrance, 
and even placed one in his will. 

'After the death of this prelate, Mme. de Warens conse­
crated herself entirely to solitnde and retirement, saying that 
after having lost her spiritual father, nothing attached her to 
the worlll.' 

'rhe moRt comprehensivo and int.erest.ing account of that 
part of Mme. <le VI/ arens' life which is connect.erl with Rousseau, 
is to he found in M. An1ene Houssaye's volunw, 'Les Oharrnettes.' 

M. Hou~saye occupiP<l himself in examining the eighteenth 
century with the eye of an experienced critic, and his studies 
resulted in volumes which have inRtructed and amused mankind. 
He seizes with artistic discri111innJio11 the points most cn.lcnlated 
to attract the sympathy of the pn lilic. I:fo develops his text 
by the rnmit interesting comnHmtarieR, and, insensibly to the 
reader, conducts him throllgh new fielcfo of observa1.ion, from 
which he comes forth with a knowlcllge that !ins cost him no 
effort, but yielded pleasure at every st.ep. 

M. Arsene I-Iouf'saye had a brilliant success ns a poet and as 
a novelist; but he bad a more serious claim to consic1eration-as 
a historian. It was of him that Miclwlet saic1 : 'He enters into 
the atmm;phere of tbe time whieh he trents in Ro entirely real a 
manner that we seem to listen to a contempornry and not to nn 
explorer.' The accomplished and versatile nuthor of 'Jean 
Jacques Rousseau and Madame de vVm·t>ns' therein collected a 
great variety of matter from all the sources wit.11 which he was 
acquainted, thns prrsenting the most corn plete comparative 
study of that epoch in her life which it w?.s then posi;ible to 
prepare. 

The new material, however, which I hn.vA nnen.rthed greatly 
increaseR our lmowleoge of Mme. tfo \Varnns' antecedents and 
character; while her husband's stat01neut, expbini11g many 
things hitherto misunderstood, e11alJles me to correct certain 
errors into whieh previous C(llllt11Pni:1tors l1:we fullen, an10i1g 
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others M. Houssaye himself, who treats Doppot's Memoirs 
of Madame Je Warens and Cbude Anet ns if they were 
authE'nt.ic. 

While, as previously observed (Chapter LXVII.), some truths 
have crept into that narrative, it is crowded with errors. To the 
instanceH tliere cited I have adc1ed in Chapter XCIII. the sen­
sational letters given by Doppet, as from Mme. de vVarens to Mlle. 
de F., at Villeneuve-especially the first, in which she announces 
that her cruel father insists that she shall marry M. de Warens, 
and go to the altar to consecrate her perfidy and to avow herself 
perjured in the eyes of the Eternal-aml the letter that follows it, 
which ascribes the flight to her remo1·se in having thus proved 
false to her lover, and given herself up to M:. de Warens. But 
the father, as I have already stat.ed, had been dead some years 
before this letter is said to have been written. 'l'hese epistles 
are imaginary. 

M. I-Ioussave's volume contains a portrait of Mme. de 
Warens which lie SLtys was engraved by La Guillerrnie, after an 
original oil painliing by Pacini, bnt does not state where the 
original is to be fouml Only two portraits taken from life are 
known to have existed. Apparently the only one of these 
which has escaped destruction was painted as a pendant to one 
of her husband, by an artist whose name does not appear, 
shortly after her marriage, and when she was residing at Vevcy. 1 

'l'his passed into the hands of the Baroness de l'vfontolieu, 
translator of the ' Swiss Family Robinson,' anc1 the friend of 
Devverdun and Gibbon, anc1 was inherited by my late friend, 
he; nephew, M. Emile de Cronrnz, who, some years before his 
death, presented it to the Arlaud Museum at Lausanne, where 
it remains. 

It represents a handsome blond~, wi1;h large expressive 
blue eyes, and a rich complexion. Her face is a fine oval, her 
chin is dimpled. She has a small aquiline nose, a pretty mouth 
and pouting lips, a fine foll bust, and every evidence of a well­
nonrished figure. Her corset is fastened by a pe:i.rl, revealing 
a laced chemise. A scarlet cloak is thrown negligently back 
from the plump shoulders. 

Rousseau, as we have seen, mentions another pol'trait of 

'Letter of M. Cu~nod to the author, Feb. 23, 1882 
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Mme. de W arena, painted at the request of the Bishop de 
Bernex, but this has disappeared.1 

The portrait mentioned by M. Houssaye and attributed to 
Pacini, resembles an idealised copy of that in Doppet's book, 
attributed to Batoni. It is probable that the former was an 
ideal portrait painted at the moment when Rousseau's 'Confes­
sions ' rendered ·her famous, at least twenty years after her 
death. 

I noticed at the Oharmettes, near Chambery, her forme'r 
residence, two photographs of Mme. de Warens-one taken from 
the Lausanne picture, and the other inscribed as follows : 
' Portrait of Madame de W arena by Largilliere. The original 
is at Boston, United States of America, in the possession of 
l\fr. S. H. Russell, 135 Beacon Street; photographed by H. D. 
Smith, Studio Buildings, Boston.' 

This alleged representation of her does not resemble the 
Lausanne portrait in this work; her hair is dresi::ed in a different 
manner, and covers the temples, while the neck is longer, and 
the bust and figure thinner, indicating a tall and slight person. 
If this was intended to represent Rousseau's friend it was 
doubtless a fancy sketch. 

M. Houssaye had the advantage of knowing intimately 
Mme. de Corrancez, the daughter-in-law of Oorrancez, one of 
the last friends of Rousseau, who had published an annotated 
edition of the ' Confessions.' Mme. de Oorrancez inhabited a 
small chdteau at Asnieres, whither M. Houssaye often went to 
converse with her concerning the eighteenth century, and to 
consult her rare and curious library. She had lived upon more 

1 
' M. de Bernex,' says a correspondent of tho Intt1in.!dififr dll9 Oltt1·ohout"8 

November 10, 1881, 'had four sisters, and left many nephews nnd nieOe$. n 
is not known into whose hands this authentic portl'tiit of Mme. de Warena has 
passed. Perhaps it is the same which is mentioned in a document that M. 
Jules Vuy communicated to me-Extract from the Inventory n/ th Oonu1mt of 
the i$itabkm of Annccy, 1olio SO, June 12, 1793: "We, the aforesnid commis­
aioners, assisted by the stime thn.t iu·e mentioned in our preceding minute, have 
visited the greo.~ ho.11 of the infu:mary, where the effects mentioned in the said 
inventory wel"e pr 011ted to ns, with the exception of a picture representing 
tll6 b 11~/dol~·t.~s n/ Jr.m~ Jac!J.ttds , which has been handed to the citizen Herault 
d ol1ell s, repreaenta.tive ur the Fi·en<lh people."' 

- .The Diahop no doubt be,1ueatb.ecl this portrait of his convert to the convent 
wh(l~e 'abe entered on her new roligioue oo.re01-. Herault de Sechelles came to 
S1woy in eGembor 1702, (II; one of four commissioners sent by the Convention 
t,p m·gA.uiue. ti;l new tleparf,mont of Mont Blanc ; he died on the scaffold April 5, 
1794. There i.e li ttle doub~ that he took the portrait with him to Pal'is. 

Madame de Warens 
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or less intimate terms with Mme. d'Epinay, Mlle. de l'Espinasse, 
Mme. d'Houdetot, Queen Marie Antoinette, the Duchess de 
Polignac, Mmes. Tallien and Recamier, not to mention those 
princesses of comedy, la Guimard and la Ola.iron. One day she 
handed to M. Houssaye a copy of the ' Confessions ' filled with 
her father-in-law's notes saying, 'He c1id not contradict 
H.ousseau, but he dotted his i's like all annotators, and you may 
find in Lis pages something worthy of notice.' 

One of the earliest notes of M. Corrancez states that it was 
above all by her sweetness-the sweetness of nn angel-that 
Mme. de Warens conquered Rousseau. It was he who said 
that the first virtue of a woman is gentleness. 1 

It is evident from Corrancez's notes that Rousseau posed as 
the lover of his benefactress, and made assert.ions to this effect 
to Corrancez before the 'Confessions' saw the light. 

Referring to her husband's statement about her desire to 
possess Bayle's Dictionary, we find a confirmation of the fact 
in Rousseau's saying that 'Rhe spoke continually of Bayle, and 
made much of St. Evremond, who had long ceased to influence 
France; though this c1id not prevent her knowi11g thorougl1ly 
good literature, concerning which she conversed with much 
esprit.' 

Corrancez adlls that it was Mme. de Warens, and not 
Rousseau, who said that ' books only enable us to talk of that; 
which we do not know ourselves.' 

CHAJ"l'Im CU 

ACCORDING t,o Houssean, in his 'Oonfossio1rn,' he was conii1led 
to Mme. de Warens by M. de Pontverni, in 1728, hi:; sixtPeuth 
year, and first met her on her way to church, ou l'ctlm Sunday. 
His portrait of her is memorable : 

'I ought to remember the spot. I have oftm1 wet it with 
my tears and covered it with my kisseF<. If I could only sur-

1 Recalling M. c1e ·warens' words as to the famous box of silver, we note 
Housseau's statement that she had few pieces of siiYP.I' a.rid nn v•wr.1~lttin. 'l'he 
discrepancy between the three accounts as to the number of Mme. de WMeJJii 1 

escort to Annecy is also worthy of rnmurk. 
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round with a balustrade of gold this happy place! If I could 
only draw to it the homrigcs of all the ca,rtlt ! ·whoever loves 
to honour the monuments of human salvation ought only to 
approach it on his knees. 

'It was in a pasi:;age behind her house, between a rivulet on 
the right, which separated it from a garden, and the wa,ll of a 
court to the left, leading by a private gate to the church of the 
Cordeliers. A uont to enter this ga!.e, Mme. de vVarens turnecl 
on hearing my voice. I had imagined a,n old ancl extremely 
soured devotee. 'l'he " good lady " of M. de Pontverre could 
ho nothing else, according to rny idea. I Bf>,W a face filled with 
grace, 111110 eyes foll of sweetness, a, cl elicious complexion, ancl 
the throat of an onch::mtress. Nothing escaped the rapid 
glance of tho young proHelyte, for I became at once hers, feeling 
tmre tba,t a religion pre:.i,c liecl l1y such missionaries couhl not foil 
to leaa to p[l,racfae. 

'The letter which I present with a tn)mbling lmncl she 
receives with a smile, ope1rn it., glanceH over that of l\L cle 
Pontverre, returns to mine which she reads throughout, a,nd 
which she would lrnve re-re[l,d if her lackey had not informed 
her that it was time to enter the church. 

' "Ah! my child," she said to me, in tones which thrillod 
mt1, "you :we very young to be running ttbont the country. 
lL is in truth a pity." 

' Then, without giving me a eliance to reply: 
' "Go to my house. Await me th ere, aml tell them to give 

you breakfast. After ~M ass, T will talk with yon."' 
Afr.er telling something of her antecedents, ho says the 

king scmt her to Annecy becarn;e ho was thought to be in love 
with her, aud continues : 

' She }md been there six [two J years when I canw. She 
was then twenty-eight, having been born with the century. 
She had t,liat kind of beauty which bst.s, because it is more in 
the expression than in the features ; ancl hors was still in its 
first freshness. She hacl a caressing and tender air, a very 
sweet look, an angelic smile, a mouth about t.lie size of mine, 
hair ccnd;·e, of uncommon beauJ-,y, to which she gave a negligeut 
1.t1rn that rendered it very attractive. She was i::mall in stature, 
even short, am] <t little stout for her height, a.lthough without 
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deformity ; hut it wns impossible to find a more betrntifnl head, 
a more exquisite bosom, or more beautiful hancls ancl arms. 

' Her cclucation had been extremely varied. She hacl like 
myself lost her mother ab her birth, and, receiving indifferently 
the lesHons as they came, had learnt a little from her governess, 
a lititle from her father, a littl e from her masters, and much 
from her lovers- especially from a l\L de 'l'avel, who, lrnving a 
1nste for pre1;ty accomplislnnents, communicatecl them to the 
person he loved. But so many c1iffore11t kimls of accornpfoih­
men1; impeded one another, and t,l1e little onler which she intro­
duced into her variom; stUL1ies prevented her natural intelligence 
from profiting hy them. 

' For instance, al1;ho1jgh she had some principles of philo­
sopliy and physics, she irnbibell tho taste which her father had 
for quack medicines, arn1 for alchemy. Sho made elixirs, dyes, 
balsmmi, and potiom-J . She prel;em1eL1 even to be the possessor 
of certain secrets. Charlatans, profiting by her weakness, laicl 
holcl of her, ruled aml ruined her, ancl consumed amid furnaces 
a,rnl drugs the mim1, talents ancl charms which might have 
mat1e her the delight, of the best, centres of society. 

'13ut if some vile, worthless peoplo thus took arlvantage of 
her badly clirecteLl education to ob.scure her reason, her excellent 
heart; was beyoml thefr reach, ancl remained always the same. 
Her loving [l,Dd sweet character, her feeling for the unhappy, 
her inexhaustible goodness, her g[l,y, frank, open humour n ever 
ch[l,nged, and even at the appro:.i,ch of age, arnid indigence, 
illness and divers calamities, the serenity of her beautiful soul 
pres0rved to the encl of life all the gaiety of its choicest clays. 
Her errors grew out of an inexhaustible fund of activity which 
wtis at the bottom of her character, and which desired occu­
pation without rest. 

' She dicl not need to indulge in the intrigues of women, but 
she clesirecl to originate and to direct enterprises and under­
takings. She was born for great thingR. If Mme. cle Longue­
ville had been in her place, she would have been ouly a trouble­
some meddler. If she hacl occupied the place of Mme. de 
Longueville, she would have governed the state. Her talents 
were misplaced, and tha1; which wouk1 have been her glory in a 
more loft,y station caused her failure in the position which she 
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occupied. In things within her reach she worked out the plan 
in her head, and beheld always her object in great proportions, 
It was in that way that, employing means in proportion with 
her views rather than with her resources, she failed by the fault 
of others, and was ruined where others would have lost scarcely 
anything. 

' This taste for affairs, which cost her so many sufferings, 
was at least productive of one benefit in her monastic asylum, 
in preventing her from fixing herself there for the rest of her 
days, as she was tempted to do. The uniform and simple life 
of the nuns, their little parlour gossip-all this could in no 
wise flatter a mincl always in movement, which, forming each 
clay new systems, had need of liberty to give itself up to 
them. 

' 'rhe good bishop de Bernex, with less mind than Francis 
de Sales, resembled him in many ways, and Mme. de Warens, 
whom he called his daughter, and who resembled Mme. de 
Chantal in many points, might hn.ve resembled her in her 
retreat, had not her taste turned her from the conventual idle­
ness. It was not because of lack of zeal that this amiable 
woman did not deliver herself up to the little practices of 
devotion that seem suitable to a new convert living under the 
direction of a prelate. Whatever may have been the motive of 
her change of religion, she was sincere in the one she had 
embraced. She may have re1)ented of having committed a 
folly, but she did not desire to return. She not only died a 
good Catholic, she had lived as one in good faith; and I dare 
to affirm-I, who believe I read to the bottom of her soul­
that it was entirely by aversion for mummeries that she did not 
play the devotee in public. She had too solid a piety to affect 
devotion. But this is not the place to enlarge upon her prin­
ciples. I shall have other occasions to speak of them.' 

After a journey to 'rurin, and developing precocious vices, 
Rousseau notes singularities in his Mcimctn, as he calls her. 
At table she supported with difficulty the first smell of soup and 
meats: it almost made her faint away, and the disgust con­
tinued long: little by little she surmounted it, conversing but 
not eating : it was not until the eml of half an hour that she 
attempted the first morsel. He also tells us that 'when she 
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moralised she sometimes lost herself in space ; but by kissing 
from time to time her mouth or her hands, I was able to retain 
my patience.' 

CHAPTER CIII 

WHOEVER makes a pilgrimage to Annecy to visit the former 
residence of Mme. de Warens and J ean Jacques, will find that 
t.be town reminds him of Beme, particularly the arcaded street 
of Notre Dame, at t.he bottom of which is a tower with a vaulted 
archway formerly used as one of the city gates. 

I found in the cathedral an ecclesiastic, who, in reply to 
my inquiries concerning Mme. de Warens, said that he really 
knew of no lady of that name living in the town! Yet it was 
in this very street that she hacl dwelt, next to t.he 1ishop's palace 
-a long, unornamented building, like a barrack or a college. 
Within the large court, which is enclosed by decorated iren 
railings, are two semicircular flight,s of stone steps, supported 
by four stone pillars, leading to a doorway on the first floor. 
On passing this a staircase with ancient wooden balustrade 
ascends to the second floor. 

Here I found the Canon Chevalier, who said what I 
already knew, that Mme. de Warens' house had been pulled 
down when the bishop's palace was erected, in 1784. It 
had adjoined this house, from which can be obtained a good 
idea of t.he surroundings of the building which has disappeared. 
Mme. de Warens' mansion looked over the canal of the 'l'hiou 
communicating with the lake, and commanded at that time the 
open country. The rear windows of its sister building now 
overlook a populous quarter of the town. It is at that em1 of 
t.lie bishop's palace which is towards the Place des Boucheries. 
A little distance below, there usec1 to be a city gate, and a 
bridge leading out into what were then gardens. 

The street, which has been called the rue de l'Eveche since 
1822, was, in 1462, the rue du Pour, on account of the public 
oven established there. In 1551, it was called the rue de la 
J uiverie or rue Exchaquet, on account of the family to which it 
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belonged, ancl the house served as a mint. In 1674, the 
neighbourhood of the convent of the Franciscans caused it to be 
given the name of Street of St. Francis. After the departur0 
of the Franciscans and construction of the episcopal palace in 
1780, it became the rue St. Pierre, and in 179"t, by municipal 
order, the rue Rousseau. · 

The house was inscribed upon the cadastral plan of 1730 
in the name of Noble Jacques de Boege, of Conflans. Mme. 
de Warens had installed herself in it when she came out of 
the convent of the Visitation. She had as neighbours the 
brothers who carried on the ovens of the reverencl fathers, 
the canon de la V albonne, the brothers Domenjod, the 
seignior of Prangins, the seignior of Mirabel, the provost of 
the cathedral, &c. 1 

The ignorance c1it:1pbyec1 at Annecy with regard to Mme. 
de Warens seern ed to extend to Rousseau. At the seminai7 (a 
large, imposing building situated on a height commanding a 
fine view) I was told by the concie1·ue that he had never heard of 
Rousseau, or that any such person had ever sojourned in that 
seminary. 

' But,' I asked, ' is there not a room here called Rousseau's 
room, which is regularly shown?' 

He answered : ' Certainly nob. I am quite sure that no 
such clmracter is connected with the place.' 

Fortunately, a priest advanced, whose agreeable countenance 
showed me that my inquiries would at least be met with 
courtesy. This abbe said it was true this was the same 
building in which Rousseau had lived; that, unfortunately, 
owing to some painting and repairs several years before, it was 
uncertain which of two rooms had been his; but he would show 
me both. 

'11he two rooms, of which Rousseau's was probably No. 48, 
are on the second floor. It appears that, in 1855, the canon 
Magnin, since bishop of the diocese, made known that there 
was a room which had always borne the name of Rousseau's 
chamber, and that till a few years before, the name of the 
author was visible on the window-sill, carved with the date 

1 Revue Savoisienne (1878) : 'M. Th. Dufour's researches on Rousseau's 
residence at Annecy.' 
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of his sojourn. '11he lmilding having been revamped, the 
inscription was effaced by a workman. 1 

'l'he seminary was commenced in 1624, and completed 
in 1628. 

On the second floor is a long corridor, and on the left 
Nos. 47 and 48, one of which was occupied by Rousseau, and 
looks over the garden and the country. The rooms are small, 
whitewashed, and each contains one window, a bed, a chair, 
a chest of drawers, and a washstand. Nothing could be more 
clean or more primitive. 

History and Literature are reprei:;ented here. In the 
corridor hangs a table of the kings of France down to 
Louis XVI., a table of the kings of Poland down to 1702, 
and another of the Ottoman prince;;; down to ] 774. On the 
fo·st floor is a very respectable library, containing perhaps 
twenty-five thousand volumes, collected since 1823; the former 
library having been dispersed cluring the Revolution. 

The lower floor retains few traces of its state in Rousseau's 
day. In the refectory is a fine wainscoting, and the ceiling, like 
that of the corridor, is in the Renaissance style, with heavy 
beams. The reception-hall is ornamented with portraits, and 
commands a view of the lake. '11ahlets in the corridor contain 
the names engraved in gold of the benefactors of the seminary 
from the year 1645. 

'l'hough the chapel is very much changecl and enlarged, 
a portion exists as it did in Rousseau's t.ime. It is elaborately 
wainscoted, and on either side are the seats of the stuc1c·.nts. 
Opposite the altar is an organ-loft and an admirable instrument. 

Poor Mme. de Warens had been casting about as to what 
was to be done with her pmtl!ue. With motherly care she 
desired to advance Uoussoau's education, and he was sent by 
advice of M. Gros, the superior, to this seminary. 

'What a change ! I waB obliged to submit to it, but I 
went to t.he seminary as I would have gone to the gallmvB. A 
seminary is a gloomy place, especfr1lly for one who l<mves 
the hom:e of an amiable woman. I carried thither only one 
hook which I had pmyecl l'viaman to lend me, ancl which wns for 

1 M. Th. Dufour, in the ncvur 811,rnisic;m<' (lfl78). 
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me a grcat resource. It would be impossible \;o imagine what; 
kin/I of book it was. lt was a book of music. 

c .A.mong the talenlis which she had cuJtivated, mtlsi.c hacl 
not been~ rg tten. $Le bad a voice, sang paaso.bly, and played 
a little on the harpsichord, She harl had the kindness to give 
me some lessons in singing, a.ud it '"as 110cessary to begin at the 
beg~ning, fi r scai·cely knew the music of Olli' psalms. Eight 
or ten 1 ssons from n woman, great.Jy interrupted, fa1· from 
placing me in a position to unr1ersbnd the scales, scarcely 
tanght me a qnm-tcr of the signs of nlllsic. Neverthele~s, l hrL<l 
such a p~tHRion ·for t;l.1is ll,rt; tl1a1; I wished to try and exercis1:1 
id one.' 

C'HA L'TEH. 01.V 

lN the »pring and r. nrnmer of l n~O :M:me. do \V arrmi p::tSSl' a 

mwernl rnoutb s in t,110 ]•'n~nch c::i11ital. M. llmni(11' ( ' ll is1nry of 
t,he ,\·.uat<-1 of Savoy') sl.1ys 1-.lrnt 'alt,\1011gh ~111' apprare1l s1,rongly 
~tf-,tnclw. d tn her new fn.it;h, her convtwsa1·,ion, ads, m'l<l wrif-.i11gs 
wern watchml, whicb was all the more easy because she received 
wif-.h kinrlness the ProtcRtaut convert,;, among whom wei·t~ a 
cerbtin 1111rnher wl1or;e mor:~.lity was donh1;ful, nnr1 wbo h:i.<1 go\d 
thAit• fajf·,]i for lllllllf\y.' H ,(Hlf:lSllrtU also sap; i:iJW WrtS CO!lf:lf'.l0l1S Qf 
lidng w~Ltchcc1 . Ancl this i8 confirrnr.cl by a letter of ;July 2 1~, , 

1 no, fr11rn Ouu111. A uni bale :Maffei (San1inian ambassador in 
Paris, n.rn.1 knight; of tl:u., Anmmcintion) to President, 81;. 
Geol'l''flR of tlrn Se.na.te of Savoy : 

';l1!1is morning there departed from here by the coach, on 
bel' way to Lyons, the Baroness de Warens de la Tour, a. 
pension ;i· f His Mnj sty, with t he i'O.liention £ then betaking 
herself by Seyssel to llnecy, her r iclence. Perhaps she may 
go straight to ChamMry, in order pass on to TLtrin. I take 
th liberty of advising m· E . cellency that it is ssen(;fo.l, fi r 
t.he :,; ~ rvico of 1;lie king, tl1at Khe shonl1l not leave the r1-ml 111, 

especially tlw.1; she should not; CJ;tei: Swil,zerbu<l, for an import­
ant, reason. 'J.'hereforc, 1 pray Your ]~xcelkmcy to write to 
Sfl,Vflfml 1.haf-, in C(Wl) slrn ]H'es0n1;s IJEw;sel f 1;ltere, she may hfl 
watcl11~1\ :m1l \'. hat it may 11' ;'o rn:1.11:1 gNl that r>lw shnll g<) to 
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Annecy, witl10ut howevm· giving her :my canse for 1'11sp1cwn; 
anrl in case she goes t,o Clt::irnl.i6ry en route fol' 'J\ufo, if there 
be nothing out of the way, she may be allowed to pursue her 
journey wjtliout intl>.rfo1:ence.' t 

Tiu Prosident immediately addressed irn:trnctions to a certain 
l\ifitonet nt Seyssel directi11g him to look ont for l\frne. cl(~ 
Warens. On J ul! 31, .l\iritonet replied : 'I slept last night at 
Seyr:<sel, and rmnamed there nearly all day. 'l.'he coach arriVt!d 
nt on<~ in the morning. The dame in question was no1; to hn 
f'onnd in it . . .. I took care to inform myself whether any mie 
could pass through Sr.yssel in a post-chaise . I was assurecl 
that ~his molle of conveyance hac1 l1een given up as suon a:-; 
Messieurs of the Protestant rnligiou had gone to Geneva to take 
the communion. I learned moreover, adroitl,y, that .lVfme. de 
Warens had pa~mod by Seyssel in going to Paris ; that she only 
eutereJ the coach maslrnl1; tltat, 1;w0 stranger.'! arrived al; 

Seyssel exactly the evening beforn her departure, [l.l)(l n1at Oll(l 

of them was named d' Aubonne. It seems to rno that her con .. 
dn~t is problematic. Ji; may be that shCJ is a faithful Catholic, 
or 1t may be tlrnt she looks bade like Lot's wife.' 

In a sAconil. letter to the President, Count Maffei aclrnow­
ledges his act;ivity in these terms : 'I have noted in Yom 
Excellency's lette~ the orde:·1:1 yon have given conceming Mme. 
de Warem;. I Unuk she will go to Ohamhory. In tlrnt caRQ ii; 
w'.11 bti necessary to observe tlrn inttwconrHe which she may JrnYcl 
with the people of her own nation.' M. Burnier is of opiniou 
that Mme. de 'vVarens went on to 'J'min, and dwelt then1 some 
ti'.ne. Housr.;ean has already tolJ ns t.hat she always preservell 
friends at court, and in spjte of secret jealousies retained hei· 
pension. It is possible she had some secret mission to folfiI. 
She doubtless strengthuwc1 her posi.tion a.t eourt durino· liei· 

i~) ' 

stay, and perh.aps endeavoured to obtain inf:lmmce that might. ho 
of use to her m tho contemplatecJ suits against the Savoy J'l'O·· 
perty of her former hn8bnnd's father. · 

. It i~ very singular that .fo~m Jacf{U P.,~ Heems mwm· to havc;i 
known wiUi cerf;ai111,y t.l1at JVl.rne. de 'Vat\ms Wl')llt to 'J'urin. Jn 
Rj)llakillg- of' lti8 not; Gnuing her at Amrncy, he mernly t;llrn of' 
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her voyage to Paris, and on his arrival in the latter city, he 
says he only heard rumours concerning her movements-one, 
t.hat she had gone to Annecy, another, that she had gone to 
Turin, and a third, that she had gone to Switzerland; and he 
never mentions her withdrawn law-suit. 

Count Maffei, whose name is associated with Mme. de 
vVarens in the above incident, was himself a historical character 
of distinguished merit, who had played an important role in the 
history of his country, and who had placed it and the house of 
Savoy under lasting obligations by his wise conduct in obtaining 
for Victor Amadeus Sicily and the crown. Many years beforci 
Mme. de Warens' journey to Turin, he had been ambassador of 
the Duke of Savoy to the English Court, and in 1713 he went 
to Utrecht as his first plenipotentiary in the Congress held in 
that town at the end of the Seven Years' War. Through his 
able exertions, Queen Anne of England had taken up the Duke's 
cause, and the island of Sicily was now givBn to the btter with 
a royal crown. It was in consequence of this important sel'vice 
that in 1714- Victor Amadeus II., having become king, appointed 
him viceroy, declaring publicly that it was hut just to send to 
Sicily the statesman who had secured its possession to the house 
of Savoy. The Count remained in Sicily three years, surrounderl 
bv enormous difficulti r.s. At last a Spanish and Austrian coali­
tion was formed allCl the island attacked by superior forces. 
Count Maftei, g[tllant in the field as skilled in diplomacy, at the 
head of a few faithful troops made so stubborn a resistance that 
he was able to conclude an honourable peacA, and obtain Sardinia 
for his sovereign in exchange for Sicily. 'J'hns it was that the 
present royal Italian family obtained a crown which was to bring 
its dynasty into Rome. 1 

I remember the agreeable impresr-;ion made on me by the 
portrait of this extraorc.1inary character which I saw years ago 
at the house of his descenJn,nt, then my ministerial colleague at 
Athens. 'J'here wai:; in th6 face an expression of strength, 
subtlety, ancl franknesR, which tHe rarely combinetl. 2 

• Le/fer of the J.farrt11is di Ma:f]ci lo the a.itlhor, April 28, 1880; Notices 
bi.ogrriphiques sur In Comte Annibale lvlaffci tle lei Mimndola, par l'abbe Felice 
Ceretti (1875). (MS.) . . . . . . 

2 It is an interesting hrntor1cal comcHleuce that hrn chrect descendant, the 
present Mai·'lnis di Mn.ffci, was for thirlccn yours secrutury o! embassy at 
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Victor Amacleus II., whom we have seen welcoming Mme. 
de Warens on her arrival at gvian, began, after two years' 
retirement from power, to fincl time hang heavily upon his 
hands, and, pushed on by the ambition of his morganatic wife, 
the Marquise de Spino, he suddenly determined to retake the 
reins of government he had abdicated. He was at this time 
residing at Chamb6ry, and his secret designs were discovered in 
an accidental manner. He had gone out to walk, and in ltis 
absence the crowd were admitted t.o view the royal apartments 
in the ca,stle. The king and his wife returning unexpectedly, a 
young abb6 (Michon) found himself in the prince's clrnmher, 
and being unahle to get out hid behind the tapestry, where he 
overheard a conversatfon which nwealed the plan. When the 
young man was ablci to leavci hifl perilous post unnoticed, he 
repaired to his spiritual director, the cure Petit of Rt.. Leger, 
who told him it was his duty at oncfl to inform King ClrnrlAR 
Emanuel. 'l'he young ki11g was himself just then the guest, as 
his father hall been before him, of the Baron de Blonay in the 

London · and as it was through the goocl offices of Queen Anne that the crown 
origino.11~ cm~e to the house of Savoy when Co~nt H[Lnnibal . Maffei was 
ambassador, so the crown of united Ito.Ly came to its re)Jresentative, through 
the goodwill of Queen Victoria, while another Couut Maffei was oilicially 
accredited to the court or St .. James. 

In 1873 after the abclicn.tion of the duke of Aosta as king of Spain, the 
later Count 'J'.1affci was trnnsferred from J,ondon to Mn.drid, where he renminecl 
three years acting as Charge d'affaires, in ~he midst of ti·ou?lesome and r~vo­
lutionary dnys. At a time that the relations between Spam and th~ l!mted 
States were in a critical condition, on account of the capture of the Vz.rg~ilHts by 
the Cuban authoritic,s, he was, in the n.bsence of the American Minister, selected 
by the American government to take charge of its interests, though fortunat.ely 
his intervention was not rnquired. In 187(), he was entl'll~ted by the Italu:,n 
government with the important duty of examinini:; the pltpers of Count Cavonr 
after the decease of the latter's nephew; M. di Maffei having been the intimate 
frienu of both uncle o.ncl nephew. Having separated with greitt skill the 
family archives from the state documents, he formed and ana.ngAd ~n import1_Lnt 
collection of manuscripts relating to a notable perwcl of ILalrnn history, which 
with a detailed report Wl1S presented to his govemmcnt. . 

On the conclusion of this work he was n.ppointecl envoy extraorrlmary nt 
Ath ns, and wo.s hvioe called th.ence to t.ho post of under secretary of stn,te for 
foreign 11l'rairs at U-0me. Dudng ~ acOOf!d teuuro of office, he ;vas eloot~d a 
member of parlfament by his natrvo ~ur1n, an.cl when the cn,bmet presided 
over by ?i:L Clfi.iroli fell in 1881 w11s appom~ed envoy at ~russols: . . 

He has laid Englisb-spo11king people \lllder lasting obligations by hrn 
admirable tt·a.nalntion of tho .Memoii>e of his connection, the Marquis d'Azeglio. 
He had p.revionsly en.rned the gratitude of his own com1ti·y by a remarkable 
history io EngJiijh of 1Le.lia.u brlga.ndnge, whioh included a. complete study of 
I nly's politlcn.l n.nc1 Bomru conditi?n o.fter the year 1~6~, wh?n struggling. to 
froe h r1101I completely from the ov1ls of pQ.st bo.d administra.b1on and foreign 
rule. Thh! work lij sLHl a stnudo.rd authority. 

\'OL. JT. H 
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1 .,,, · where the nLM :Michon fonnc1 him ::it the c l:lteau nt .1~vwn, 

mom ent when a fet,<1 wa8 to 1.>e given hy the queen. 'rho young 
mouarch, ha,r;tily taking leave of M. Je Blonay, dep::trtoJ wit]~ a 
small number of prmmns, tnwerseJ the Little St. Bernard, an.d 
aiTivec1 in hiH capituJ on the <lay that Jlivoli wn.s reached by hrn 
iatlter, who from the lrnights of A.veilbno hearcl the cannon of 

'J'urin announcing his son's n.nival. . 
vVe know that the oon's ministers refused to allow bun to 

n.1.H1i,:at l'i ill ravour of hiR father, whos<~ attero.pt wuf:l iu no sem;e 
n~ :1foll· ,cl 'J'lw aLM l\{ichon, aR the ,~Hect of Ll10 frighb ho ha<l 
cixptwieuccd, lrnc1, on his rc1;1Jl'n from Uivi::m, an extraordinary 
illness ; he was naturally pale [tlll1 thin, hut. uow became r ed 
am1 of Lmormonfl sir,e. 'l'he fu:tr of recalling to lGng Charles 
t.he 81i,,.htest cfrcmu~.;bnc'~ connect.\"<1 wil;h thB arrest of hii-1 
father, ~)l' EWE'JJte Ll :m applicat.ion for recornpenso i.n bel1alf of !;lHl 

rd.Jh6, who however di,id at a wry ac1v::incecl nge a~ rector nf tbf) 

p:il'i :;h or St. A1ll1l'e, m ;ri.r CliarnlJGry. 

OHAP'l']~ l:l CV 

'J'o one w l1o h::ts f>tt11'lil.'t1 mi 1tnl·ely !;he movements of Rousseau 
n,nil eom pn.re\1 !.hu 1lat.lls , it is clear that lie v i,-i iJml all yio si:,es 
CCJLlll(:'.ct•~l1 wit..J1 Mme. de vVarern;--Vevey, 1.hLI t.uwn lll winch 
she W[tS horn; the J3assets, her country pavilion; aml Olmi'.ly, 
whern fih r.i W<~ nt duri11p; the vinta~~e HHn,:io1t--:tuc1, rememh1,rmg 
his activiLy, that ]10 was up with tlw einn Hllll rcccustornecl to 
wander all cby n.mid 8cr.ncs that plea8ed him, it, is ret•sonal_iln, 
to supposo tktt ho tdso pu shed hiH way a8 far as the castle of: 
Chillon. Severa.l y\~ar :o aftenva1·dr:;, wlit.n hB had returneL1 to 
t.lto roof of J\inrn. <lo \?\T:1nm r3 at Llw Ch:i.nne1te<:1, no c.loubt tlt"'Y 
cornprmid notes about t.hesu lrn:mts of he~ ea~·ly life; ~ho picture.s 
left us in his va.ri.ous 'Norb; hemg the ofmprrng of lus own pm­
soi>,::tl imin·1:':itli<ms, arnJ of the t0~.Lchi ngR of his :1II:11rnm: 

After his journey to Paris, aucl tioar~h. there for hrn l\foma~1, 
Eorn:.se::tu wnnrlurs lxwk to Aurn:'cy, arr1vmg, uot as he says rn. 
l 7J~, Lnt in Mrty 17;) I, wl1 r,u he was 1.1i110kt.Jl: a1trl not n,;; 11,~ 

1 ··l·it'l,., 11 . 1 ~ 1 · 1·1v., nL'' f ;1 on fl.i'( ,p.1· li e d t>;covf11·\\d, 01; .·o H1itd·.u1, 
< ~~t . · ·~ • .. ,,, J 1 ' ' .Y • 

t]Ht1; Mme. cle W m·ens was living in immoral relat;ious with her 
scientific gtirc1onor anc1 botanisl;, Claude A.net . Nlwertheless, 
the three 'lived in a union that renc1crec1 us all happy, n,nd 
which death alone was able to destroy. One of the proofs of 
tlrn excellence of this lovable woman is, that all. who lovt1d her 
loved each otlwr. Jealousy, rivalry even, yielded under the 
dominant sentiment she inspired; n.nd I have never known any 
one of those who sm·1·ound1~cl her t1e:oirn to do evil to anoth t>r. 
J~et the reader prmi;;e on this euloginm, aud if, all 1w reilectim1, 
he knows a woman of whom he can 8ay the sn,me, to her lul; hilll 
n.ttach hiHrnolf, were r:;he the most ahanclonoc1 com:tmmn, if Jui 
deBires a tranquil life.' 

Rousseau fonncl i.n Cl::rnc1o A.not; a terwl1 er, arnl his reli.~rences 
to his hotanic:tl t.::1.st.es have remi.ncled nm of a reli.c connect.ti<l 
with him whiclt ea.urn to me nuder remarkabl<·l circumstanct~s. 

During the PariR Comm1uH~ , rny hou::;e in tl1e Avenno 
<l'Antin wa<:1 under Jin, from, 1\'lount Yalfai en, alll1 J leased 1 . li 1~ 

]1otel of tho 1\farquis de G-irn,rdin in the rue Ub11cl1e, where I. 
installm1 my fm.nily, pcnnitting the propl'ietor to rekiin t,]t,,, 

npper floor. 
During som.c of the long honrs wlwn it \va:3 impo.~f;ible t.o 

mov(~ out of lloorH ou acconn1; of the incesr::aut fire, I held most 
interesting co11vt,rsa.tim1f:\ with tlw ol,1 l\liwquis, whoRe grnnd­
fother hall welcornecl 'llour;ser.1,11 t,o l~rmononvillo , wli.el'e t.lni lath;r 
took his own life (prolmbly), in tt moment of i11sanity. 

Among obh r nrn1inisce11_ces of .fc:tn ,Jac1ptr·;8 was the tr::uli­
tion, handed down in the family, of' his an1<~)ll. love for uot:uiy 
in his last l1ays. . 

Short;ly ttfter tit,~ Commune l.ttld come to an end, l\Jin('I. 
<le Ginmlin died from its efled.s. H \·H' lHmlth lrnd been Born<1 .. 
what nndermi.nod by the anxiety wl1ich r::Jrn clld1uet1 wl1011 !J.w 
Gerrua11s t·ook posses;oio11 of the chil,tean of l.>,rn1,monvill e, and 
slrn was o]Jligv,d tu leave tl1e place, to whieh ~he was greatly 
~ttt:i,ched, and the den.r carp i11 the lake whidt U flbL1 to collie :rn<l 
feed out of her haud ah the sou.nu of lihe vening and morning 
bell, and which were destined to be eaten by the hungry 
soldi ry; but the subsequent tei:rori; of the onunune, the uu­
ceasing o.rucie ·y a.nd excihem nt we.l'e the i:eal c,mu es of h r 
a c rise. Not long nfte1· his mournfnl eyeu t I Wltfl 6ieti11p, lltl 

JJ .;, 
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day in my residence in the Av n\l d' ntin , when the old 
Marquis was announced. He was followed by a servant bearing 
a large package> from which he took who.~ looked like a framed 
pictme. 

''l'his,' he said, 'contains botanical specimens gathered by 
Rousseau himself in the park of Ermenonville a short time 
before his death, and affixed to the paper which you still see 
there; and beneath each object is written in his own hand a 
description of the pbnt. I pray you to accept this as a token 
of my gratitude.' 

'l'he Marquis himself has since passed away, and the ch:1teau 
of Erm enonville has been sold, and is undergoing alterations 
which will rapidly obliterate the structure as it appeared in 
Ron!'lseau's time. 

As to what Rousseau says of the intimate relations between 
Mme. de 'Warens and Obude Anet, supposing the narrative not 
an invention, it is possible that they were platonic ; and in any 
case there was a deep affection between the divorced lady ancl 
the Lotanist. But Housseau proceeds to relate, with cynical 
sentimentality, a succession of li riisons in the life of this lady, 
and even his own seduction by her. The trail of this reptile is 
now visible over all the career of his eminent benefactress, and 
it is due to her memory that the reader shall scrutinise the libel, 
odious as it is, and consider whether it may not be an example 
of what Mr. John Morley finds, that ' HousReau in some of his 
mental states had so little sense of the difference between the 
actual and the imaginary.' 

'.Manrnn,' he says, ' saw that to save me from the dangers 
of my youth, it was time to treat me as a man; and this is what 
she clid, but in the most singular manner that a woman, in such 
a case, could devise. I noticed that her manner was graver, 
aml her conversation more moral tban usual. 'ro the playful 
gaiety which she was accustomed to intermingle with her in­
structions suddenly succeeded a uniform manner, which was 
neither familiar nor severe, but which seernecl to pave the way 
to an explanation. After having vainly searched in my own 
mind for the reason of this change, I asked her: this was what 
she had been expecting. She propoi:ied a walk to the little 
gartlen the next cl:i.y : we were there frmn the early morning. 
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She had so arranged that we should remain together undisturbed' 
all day, and she spent the time in preparing me for the favours 
she intended bestowing upon me; not as another woman would 
have done, by using artifices and allurements, but by conversa­
tions full of sentiment and reason, rather int ended to instrnct 
than to seduce me, which spoke more to my heart than rny 
senses .... 

'The reader, already disgusted, supposes, that being pos­
sessed by another man, she had degraded herself in my eyes by 
thus sharing her favours, and that a sentiment of disesteem 
weakened those thoughts with wl1ich she had inspired me; but 
he is mistaken. This participation, it is true, caused me cruel 
pain, as much from a very natural delicacy as from the fact that 
I considered it to be unworthy of both her and me ; but as to 
my sentiments for her, they were unchanged, and I cn.n swear 
that never did I love her more tenderly than when I had so 
little desire to possess her. I knew her chaste heart and her 
colcl disposition too well to believe for a moment that the grati­
fication of the senses took any part in this abandonment of her­
self; I was quite sme that her only motive was to snatch me 
from dangers, which appenred otherwise almost inevitable, and 
to preserve me entirely to myself ancl to my duties, and that 
this was the cause of her infringement of a duty which she 
did not regard in the same light as other women do, as will be 
explained after. I pitiell her, and I pit.ied myself .... 

'Ce jour, plutot i·edout.e qu'attendu, vint enfin. J e prom is 
tout, et j e ne mentis pas. Mon cccur confirmoit mes engage­
ments sans en desirer prix. J e l'obtins ponrt::mt. J e me vis 
pour la prerniore fois clans les bras d'une femme, et d'une femme 
que j'aclorois. Fus-je heureux? non, je goutai le plaisil'. .Te 
ne sais quelle invincible tristes8e en empoisonnoit le charme. 
J'etois comme si j'avois commis un inceste. Deux ou trois fois, 
en la pressant avec transport cl ans mes bras, j'inondai son sein 
do mes larmes. Pour elle, elle n'etoit ni triste ni vive; elle 
etoit caressante et tranqnille. Comme elle etoit peu sensuelle 
et n'avoit point recherche la volupte, elle n'en eut pas Jes 
delices et n'en a jarnais en les remords. 

' I repeat it ; all her failings arose from her errors, never 
from her passions. She was well born, her heart was pure, she 
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loved honest things, her inclinations were upright and virt.uous, 
her taste was delicate; she was formed for an elegancy of man­
ners which she always lovec1 and yet· never followed, because, 
instead of listening to her heart, which led 11er right, she 
listened to her reason, which led her Wl'ong. Wlien false prin­
ciples took her from her path, her real sentiments were in con­
tradiction to them ; but she unfortunately piqued herself upon 
her philoaophy, and t4e line of conduct which she had drawn up 
for herself spoiled that which her heart dictated. 

' M. de 'l'avel, her first lover, wns her nrnstm· in philosophy, 
and t.he principles which he instilled into her mind were those 
which he needed to seduce her. :Finding her attached to her 
husbn.nd, to her duties, but always cold, reasoning and impreg­
nable through the senses, he attacked her by sophisms, and 
succeec1m1 in proving he1· duties, to which she was so much 
at.tached, to be a kind of catechism merely intended to amuse 
children; the union of the sexes, an act of the utmost im1iffer­
ence in itself; conjugal fidelity, an obligatory outward show 
whose momlity only concerned opinion; a husband's peace of 
mind, the only duty of the wift-i ; so that concealed infidelities 
neither injurccl him who was deceived, nor neecl they trouble the 
conscience. In fine, ho persuaded her that the thing in itself 
was of no conserttwnce, the evil arose only from scandal , and that 
every woman who was honest in appearance was, by that alone, 
honest in point of fact. 'I'hus tlid the poor wretch reach his 
aim by corrupting the mind of a child whose heart he could not 
corrupt. He was punished by a most devouring j ealousy, being 
persuacled that she treated him as he had taught her to treat 
her lurnband. I clo not know whether he deceived himself on 
this point. 'l'he l\finister Perret. is said to have been his suc­
cr.sso1'. 'What I do know is, that the impassive temperament of 
this young woman, which should have protectecl her from this 
::;ystem, was in the 0nc1 the means of preventing- her from re­
nouncing it. She con ld not concflive why others should give 
HQ much importance to tl.u:tt which had none for herself. She 
never honoured with the name of virtue the abstinence which 
cm;t; her so litl.lt1.' 

Mme. rle WarPns, at the anknt solicitations of Jean J:.i.cqn e~ , 

left lier ho11se in Chambery to retire to ihe Clrnnnettes-not in 
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1736, as Rousseau declares, but in reality in 1738, as the lease 
of the Oharmettes proves.1 It is possible that Mme. de Warens 
began to discover the real character of Rousseau, at the time of 
Claude Anet's deat.h in 1734. 

The chateau ' Charmettes ' is on a hillside half an hour's 
drive from Ohambery. At the beginning of t,he way which 
leads to this rural residence, there is a mile-stone bearing the 
inscription: Les Oharmettes, 1000 metres. 

As we mount the hill a sparkling stream meets us, its tune­
ful waters tinkled far in advance. The ascent is gradual and 
the road bordered by trees which, although it is December, have 
not thrown off their summer garb, while ivy and. green moss 
cluster on all their trunks. The road lies partly through vine­
yards cultivated e?b <irosse, as at Evian. 

The house is of two storeys-between which a luxuriant 
vine throws its arm-with a steep roof and projecting eaves. 
~rhe windows are fille(J with small panes, and the shutters 
painted pale green, seemingly a favourite colour among the 
farming class in this region. 1'he main builaing with its de­
pendencies stands on a terrace supported by a massive wall, 
in which a door opens into a long passage leading to the 
cellars. 

Turning up the steep pathway towards the mansion, we 
pass a small building, originally a chapel, afterwards an oven, 
and now a wood loft. It bears a Latin inscription almost 
illegible, with the date 1647, and a coat of arms party per fess, 
two stars in the upper, and a wing in the lower part of the 
field. 1'here are also traces of armorial bearings above the 
main door, bnt the shield was broken during the Revolution . 

The hall, devoid of furniture or ornament, is paved with 
forge square stone flags ; three doors open into it and a broad 
stone staircase mounts to the first floor. On the right is a room 
filled with various relics of former residents. Our cicerone 
insisted that the portrait of Rousseau was painted by the auth01· 
himself. It is certainly poor enough to have been drawn by 
Rousseau, or any other indifferent delineator. It represents 
him in a light brown costume, with white cravat and mffies, 

1 'Original lease of the Charmettes,' pub. in the lUm. de la"Socie/e SaA:oi· 
sicnnc, i. 87. •· 
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auu a small grey wi.g. I:Iis eyes are brown, his nose aquiline, 
his lips thin and tightly compressed, and cbeeklJones deci­
c1ed1y prominent. One hand rests on the ' Social ~ontr~c~, 
which stands upon a column bearing a.n inkstand nnd mscnbed 
with the words Vitann Impcndero Vero; the other hand holds a. 
pen above the volume of Erndle, the no.me of his favourite ln­
taroh appearing on another book. 

This salle-d,.lln nger is of ample proportions, with a lofty 
ceiling, and the heavy herons peculiar to the Savoyard al'Chi­
tectme of the sixteenth c utury. It is lighted by two large 
windows looking over the terrace, and wears a.ltogether a mar­
vellously n.ttractive look. The whole atmosphere of the place 
is one of size and comfort. Above opposille doors busts of 
Rousseau and Voltair m·e evidently snarling at each other. 

Here is Rousseau's walnut bookcase, but without contents. 
Mme. de Warens' dining-table is here to bring to mind her 
daiuty ways at table, and recall images of those who sat 

round it . 
Passing tru:ongh a door partly of glass, w come to the salon 

which looks towmids hrunbtiry, and by a donbl doo1·, the innei.· 
being of gla.ss for sunm1er nee, descend int0 a garden, and from 
that pnss to another t rrace, ord r d by viueytwds. 

In this garden is au avent1 of plantains with intertwining 
branches. Was this Ilou!3S au s bercacii"? t bears all the 
marks of gnarled antiqnity. ri1he xtraordimwy colour of these 
interwoven Limbs, resembling the molasse-11i stone much used 
in this country ru:ru in the Pnys de Vaud....,-gives th ma weird 
u.nd close app i\rauc 1;o the aisle of a Gothic cnthechal. 
'.rhrough this vista the eye ranges along the valley of ChamMry 
to the mountains. 

In the slilon is Ronssen,u\; walnut gaming-table, disposed 
for chess on the outside, and for cards on the inside. Here is 
altio :Mme. de vVarens' harp8ichor<l, whose notes have become 
harsh and discordant with age, unlike its first owner's sweet 
voice, which was melodious to life's end. 

From the main entrance hn,ll we mounted by two stairways 
to Rousseau's liedroom, containing his lit de ropos, minor, and 
another gaming-table. The bed is in a large alcove and is 
ornamented with Hom:seau'<: portrait after the Geneva bu8t. 
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A small chapel in the house remains in the same state as in 
the days of Mme. de Warens. Next to it is her fine, bright 
room, with tbe same lofty Renaissance ceiling. 

Out of the north window I saw the dark mass of the Dent 
de Nivollay, but the clouds mounted quickly and hid it from 
view, while revealing the base of the mountain and the smiling 
plain below. From the valley and the outskirts of Chambery 
rose the distant hum of an industrious population; on the other 
side were audible only the quiet sounds of the country-the 
lowing of kine, the streamlet's trickling, the droning of 
insects. 

Above the chimney, wbich is disgracefully scribbled over 
with names, hangs a medallion representing Rousseau and 
Voltaire face to face-Jean Jacques in a full wig, with his 
youthful countenance and scarlet con,t, Voltaire in a full­
bottomeu wig and blue coat, with his keen, cynical, elderly 
face. 

The farmer whom we met had cultivated the place for 
sixty-six years, and presented a remarkable example of blun­
dering reverence of shadowy personalities. He had never been 
able to grasp the idea of Rousseau or Mme. de Warens in the 
flesh; they represented to him an abundant harvest of inquiries 
and coin, and like an honest man he strives 'to give as good 
as he gets.' The result for the ill-informed tourist must be a 
curious one. If I had time, I might illustrate this, but I should 
appear imaginatively satirical without being so. 

Nothing can surpass the art with which Rousseau describes 
his life with Madame de vVarens at the Oharmettes, and the 
idyllic scenes,-the harvest of fruits, the pic-nics as we should 
call them, the outdoor fetes, which recall the pictures of 
W atteau. In the height of his happiness he remembers a day­
dream, and embracing his good fairy, who had called up all 
this beauty around him, he cries, ' Maman, Maman, this day 
was promised to me long ago, and I see nothing beyond it. 
My happiness, thanks to you, i::; at its height. May it never 
decline!' 

But plethora succeeds ; for as Rousseau puts it, 'vapours 
are the illnesses of happy men.' We presently find him 
afilicted with an imaginary polyp of the heart, and travel)ing to 
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seek a cure from one M. Fizeo at Montpellier, and then return­
ing to find-but he must tell the story himself. 

'I had always seen my arrival marked by a kind of little 
fete. I expected no less this time ; and all these attentions 
which were so agreeable to me were worth the trouble of being 
approached gradually. 

'I arrived then exactly at the hour. From afar I looked to 
see if she was not awaiting me in the road. My heart beat 
more and more in proportion as I approached.. I arrived out 
of breath, for I h::td left my carriage in town. I see no one in 
the court, or at the door, or at the window. I begin to be 
troubled, I fear some accident. I enter; all is tranquil; some 
workmen were lunching in the kitchen; but no signs of prepa­
ration. The servant appeared surprised to see me; she was not 
aware that I was expected. 

'I ascend the stairs. At length I see this dear Maman, so 
tenderly, so strongly, so purely loved. I run, I throw myself 
at her feet. 

'"Ah! there you are, little one," she said to me, embracing 
me. " Did you have a pleasant journey ? How are you ? " 

' 'l'his reception took me aback a little. I asked her if she 
had not received my letter. She said, " Yes." 

' " I should lrnve thought that you had not," I said; and the 
information ended there. 

'A young man was with her. I recognised him, having 
seen him at the house before my departure, but this time he 
seemed to be established there; and so he was. In brief, I 
found my place taken. 

''l'his young man was from the Pays de V and. His father, 
named Vintzenried, was concicrr1c, or as he styled himself captain 
of the castle of Ohillon. The captain's son was a hair-dresser's 
apprentice, and was running about the world in this capacity 
when he came to present himself to Mme. de Warens, who 
received him well, as she did all wayfarers, especially from her 
own country. 

' He was a tall, expressionless blonde, tolerably well made, 
with a flat face, and a mind of the same chnracter, talking like 
a handsome Leander, mingling 8Jl the toirns, nll the tasteR of 
hi::: trade with the long history of his Buccesses, naming only 
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half of the marchionesses he had conquered, and pretending 
t,liat he had never dressed the head of a pretty woman without 
having likewise adorned that of her husband-vain, foolish, 
ignorant, insolent : apart from this, the best fellow in the 
world. This was the substitute established in my place during 
rny al1sence, and the associnte who was offered to me upon my 
return.' 

I venture to cite this paragraph in all its revolting cruelty; 
for it is another picture of the evil characteristics of Rousseau's 
nature. But the certificate of character which he gives himself 
in these lines would not be complete without adding the para­
graph which immediately follows this reference to his bene­
factress: 

' 0 ! if souls freed from their terrestrial fetters can still see 
from the bosom of eternal light what passes among mortals, 
pardon me, 0 adored and venerable shade! if I have no more 
regard for your faults than for my own; if I unveil equally the 
one and the other to the eyes of my reader. I ought and I 
wish to be true to you as well as to myself: you will always 
lose much less thereby than myself. And how entirely do your 
amiable and sweet character, your inexhaustible goodness of 
heart, your frankness and nll your excellent virtues wipe out 
your weaknesses, if one can thus designate the faults of your 
renson alone ! You fell into errors, but you had no vices. 
Your conduct was reprehensible, but your heart was always 
pure.' 

According to Rousseau, this was the cause of his separation 
from Mme. de Warens ; but as the latter had an intimate 
named Mme. Deybens, at Grenoble, whose husband was the 
friend of M. de }.ifably, grand provost of Lyons, and as 
J\f. Deybens proposed to him the education of the children of 
M. de :M:ably, and he accepted this employment-it is fair to judge 
from the character of the man, that Rousseau was eager for an 
opportunity to escape from Mme. de Warens, whose poverty 
rendered it probable that she could very little longer be of use 
to him. 

As usual, he was unsuccessful in the task he had under­
taken ; and, being unable to command his pupils, he was also 
unaLle to command himself. He was fouml purloining wines 



108 HISTOIUC STUDIES IN 

from the cellar to be enjoyed in his room, and agn.in he finds 
himself drawn to his serviceable .Maman-of course by inex­
tinguishable. love ! 

CHAPTER CVI 

WHATEVER may be the truth about Mme. de Warens, there can 
be no doubt of Rousseau's vileness in writing for publication 
the alleged immoralities, whether this record be attributed to 
malice or to the constitutional incapacity of this sentimentalist 
for any real moral or grateful feelings. Were his statements true, 
Mme. de Warens would appear to have been endowed with 
powers of feminine fascination ~uch as are not generally associ­
ated with the 'strong-minded woman' who carries on factories 
and large charitable enterprises. In 'l'avel, Perret, Anet, 
Rousseau, and Vintzenried, we see philosophy, theology, science, 
literature, and worldliness, artfully presented as succumbing to 
her unconscious charms. Although the period was one of rapid 
religious transition in the Catholic as well as the Reformed 
Church, and of much moral confusion, which continued for a 
long time, it is difficult to accept Rousseau's story as containing 
any measure of truth, and to imagine a devout and kind-hearted 
woman so absorbed in humanitarian work as to sacrifice thereto 
both body and soul. Whether, however, his tale was true, or 
whether he immolated his dearest friend in order to make an 
effective picture, does not concern us now. 'rhe man 'who 
kisses and tells ' is dishonourable. What then are we to think 
of a creature who pillories in print a woman to whom he owes a 
debt of gratitude which a life's devotion coulcl not repay? 

It is especially interesting in this connection to read what 
Rousseau says of Mme. de Warens' religious ideas. 

'I had often travestied religion in my own fashion, but I 
had never been entirely without it. It cost me less to return to 
this subject so sad and melancholy for many people, but so 
sweet to one who makes of it an object of consolation and of 
hope. Maman was for me on this occasion much more usefnl 
than all the theologians could have been. She, who carried 
system into all things, had not failed to apply one to religion, 
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and this system was composed of very disconnected ideas ; some 
very healthy, others very foolish, being made up of sentiments 
arising from her character, and prejudices derived from her 
education. 

'In general, believers imagine God as they are themselves: 
the good make him gooa, the wicked make him malicious. The 
devotees, hateful and bilious, see nothing but hell, because they 
would damn the whole world. Loving and gentle souls scarcely 
believe in it ; and one of the astonishing things I can never 
understand is to see the good Fenelon speak in his Telemnch11.~ 
as if be really gave credit to it; but I hope that he lied then, 
for, after all, however truthful one may be, one cannot help 
lying sometimes when one is a biRhop. 

'Maman did not lie to me ; and this soul without hatred, 
which could not imagine a vindictive anc1 always wrathful God, 
saw only clemeHcy and mercy where the devotees saw only 
jnstice and punishment. She often said that there would be no 
justice in Goc1's being rigid in juclgment towards us, because, 
not having given us what was necessary for perfection, that 
would be demanding more than he had given. The odd thing 
was th[tt, without believing in hell, she allowed herself to believe 
in purgatory. 'rhis arose from the fact, that she knew not what 
to do with the souls of the wickecl, not being able to damn them, 
nor to put them with t,he good until they should become good ; 
and it must be acknowledged indeed that, both in this world 
and in the other, the wicked are always very embl1rrassing. 

'Another biz:.trre thing. We see that the entire doctrine of 
01·iginal sin and of redemp~ion is destroyed by this system, that 
the base of popular 1 hristianity is entirely undermined, and 
that Catholicism at least cannot subsist. Maman was never­
theless a good Catholic, or professed to be one, and it is certain 
that she professed it in good faith. It Reemed to her that the 
Bible was too literally and harshly explained. All the commina­
tory passages about eternal torments seemed to her figurative. 
~l'he death of Jesus Christ appeared to her an example of charity 
truly divine to teach men to love God ancl to love each other. 

'In a worcl, faithful to the religion she had embraced, she 
a<loptecl sincerely all its points of fait.h, lrnt when it came to the 
tliscussion of each artidl', r:;he apparently made such distincbio11s 
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with re()'ard to each that her belief was entirely different from 
0 

that of the Church, though she was always entirely submissive 
to it. She showed therein a simplicity of heart and a frankness 
rndre eloquent i;han sophisms, and often embarrassed even her 
confessor, for from him she concealed nothing. '' I :nu a good 
Catholic," she said to him, " and I wish always to be so. I 
adopt from the bottom of my heart the decisions of Holy Mothe1· 
Church. I am not mistress of my faith, but I am of my will. 
I submit without reserve, and I desire to believe everything. 
Whn,t more can you n,sk from me ? " 

' If there had been no Christian morality established, I am 
persuaded she would have lived as if regulated by its principles, 
so well was this system adapted to her character. She did all 
that was orderec1, but she would have done the same thing if it 
had not been commanded. In indifferent things ::;he loved to 
obey.' 

It is evident from her correspondence with Rousseau that as 
early as 17 47 Mme. de ·w arens' pensions were withurawn; 
although they were undoubtedly renewed at a later epoch they 
were so mortgaged as to be of no use to her.1 

It was at this time that she threw herself with renem,J 
ardour into various industrial enterprises; and in October, J 7 47, 
she seems to have purchased a mine from the Marquis c1e b 
Roche for 25,000 livres, on behalf of n, company which she had 
formed to work it. That she was in a sta,te of uncertainty as to 
her future is evident from the following unpublished letter, dated 
ut Clmmhery March 12, 1747, and addressed to On,ptain Hugonin, 
at Vevey, who hac1 married her niece, Mlle. de la •rour: 

'Monsieur, n,nd very dear Nephew,-I have been so incom­
moded by heavy coMs and inflammation of the lungs accom­
panied uy fever, since the reception of your last c1ear letter, th:it 
it has been impossible for me to take my pen in harnl at all 

earlier moment. 
'I can asHure you, my very clear Nephew, that my inten1fon 

has always been to leave at th e eml of my life the little domain 
in question to your dear children, anc1 even from to-day, if my 

I 'T.etter to the Dl\!'011 Dii,ngcyiJle,' pub. by M. Jules Vny in the n cvuc 
S a1,oi<im 11 1; for 11:!70, p. ill. 
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means permitted me to dispense with this little revenue during 
my life. As M. de Roverea is one of your nearest reln,tives, and 
moreover as I believe one of your friends, you can charge him 
when he comes here in May next with all that you wish that I 
shonld do to rendel· you contented and tranquil. 

' For this pul'pose, an nJlge the conditions yonl'Self, and I will 
sign them. I accept the two lnmdred livr you o:ffi i• me for the 
annnal ground-rent of my pl'Operty, provided that you will make 
me a declaration pure and simple, which carries within itself no 
illnsory ambiguity, to the effi et that y u confe s that you owe 
me two liundeed francs aJlnually of cun·ent money of Geneva.

1 

and that you will pay these two hundred francs each year r gu­
hhrly t-0 me or t o my order as long as I shall live, and in w'hat­
ever country I may reside. 

'If my evil destiny should render this little sum necessary 
to me, I shn,11 require it from you regularly, as long as I shall 
live ; but if my affairs take a better turn, in that case I 
assure yon that I Hhn,ll not remind yon of this bagatelle. It 
is to be hopec1 for your den,r children's sake that fort,une 
will for some time second my good intentions with regard to 
them. 

'I have taken the liberty to addreRs the present to Mme. In. 
Colonelle de Willac1ing, in order that it may reach you the more 
surely during your sojourn at Berne ; and I have prayed her to 
protect youl' intere8ts in the capital. 

'I hope, my very dear Nephew, that you will accord me 
always a small place in your dear friendship, assuring you that 
you will always have a.11 mine joined to the perfect esteem ancl 
distinguished consideration with which I have the honour to he, 
nJ.l my lifi , 

' Monsieur n,nd my very c1ear Nephew, 
'Your very humble and very obedient servant, 

' DE W AHENS DE LA 'l'OlJR.' 1 

The amount of energy Mme. c1e W arens diRplayed in 1H1r 
efforts to support herself and to obtain money to do good, fr-: 
really nuwvellous. At one time she n,ml her associates wero 

' Jt will he observed tlmt twenty yof\rn l\ftor her div0rco she prc;;crrecl tlw 
numc <le '.Varuns. 



112 1IlS1.'0RIC STUDIES IN 

working five mines; one of which waB in the Tarentaise, one at 
Faucigny, and another at La Rochette. Although, on account 
of the knavery of her associates, she derived only trouble and 
sorrow it would appear that her views in substance were 
correc~; for most of these mines are to-day, I believe, worked 
with profit. The busy mining district of La ~ochette owes .all 
its importance to her initiative, and the botamcal garden whwh 
has come into existence at Ohambery within a few years was her 

invention.1 

M. 'l'h. Dufour prints a lettei· of Mme. de Warens, of Jan-
uary 25, 17 54, to M. de Courtilles, the Vin

1

tzenried of Rousse~u, 
whose tone does not accord with RousReau s story of her bavmg 
a licdson with that hairdresser. He desired to marry in a family 
of the Tarentaise, and naturally applied to his kind friend to 
speak on his behalf to the father. She writes: . 

'You owe entire gratitude to J\L and Mme. de Bargonz1, 
and to their arnii~ble falllily, for the kind and charitable ca1·e 
they have hacl the gooclness to extend towards you, and which I 
did everything in my power to promote; and I congratulate :J'.Ou 
with all my heart in having found succour from these kmd 
people. At present, it is yonr duty to weigh and. reflect upon 
all the obligations which you propose to contract,, m order that 
you may never be placed in the positi~n to . he refused 01: to 
receive reproaches afterwards. Speak little, rf you can, tlunk 
much, and concluct yourself always in an irreproachable manner 
before God and men. This is the means of being always loved 

an cl esteemed by all the world.' 
'l'hree letters, published hy M. Jules Vuy, written by Mme. 

de Warens (January ] 2, April 10, 1756, and February 7, 
1757) contain evidences of her excellent and pious character. 
'l'hey treat of a request i'ihe had macle to the Baron de Dange­
ville to furnish board for eleven months to a person named 
Franc;ois J.1'abre, a m11ster cast-.iron founder .. Mme. de vVarens 
hacl, as M. Vay remarkf;, promised to pay this sum; but over­
whelmed with debts, pursued by her creditors, always at law, 
always before the tribunals, she was unable, notwithstan~ing the 
best will in the world-and no one could doubt her entire good 

• J\Ir. Bayle Rt. Jobn'E The ,Cfobalpinc Kingdom. 
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faith-to put into execution the promises which tihe had made. 
Out of this incident grew these three letters. In the first she says: 

'If the Divine Goodness deigns to bless my work, I hope to 
succeed so that, by this means, I ruay be able to occupy myself 
wholly with the only necessary thing-that is to say, labouring 
for tl.J.e salvation of my soul. I recommend this subject to your 
gooc1 prayers.' 

In the next letter she says: 'It is easy for me to understand 
from whence come the ill turns which are done to me with 
respect to you each day, in recompense for my benefactions. I 
keep silence upon all, and leave the vengeance to God, not 
wishing to complain of anyone. Be persuaded, my dear Baron, 
that I have no other desire than that of retiring from all the 
embarrassments of the world, of which I have felt the cruel 
bitterness through the bad faith of those with whom I have had 
to do, ·which ought to engage me to finish all business affairs, if 
it is possible, with such people.' 

In the third letter she says : ' It is with great regret, my 
very dear Baron, that I learn that the unfortunate situation of 
your health resembles mine, which is so reduced also that I can 
leave neither my room nor my bell. I could not have written 
to you at an eitrlier moment, in spite of all my c1e;;ire to Jo so. 
Since the Christmas holidays I have been kept in bed by painful 
gout in the four members, which has swollen my feet and my 
hands, and camied an inflammation of the lnngs of the worst 
description, and has tormented me as much as my debts, which 
is saying everything. For it cannot be dPnied that t,he greatest 
cross for an honeRt perRon to bear i8 that of being in debt and 
not being able to pay at as early a moment as one desires. 'l'his 
is the unfortunate situation in w hieh I find myself. Be per­
suacled, my dear Baron, that the 215 livres I owe you for baving 
nourished the s1'.cur Fabre trouble me for more than you, and 
will continue to trouble me until you have been paid. 

'If God were willing to give me health, I should prefer it to 
the most, brillifmt fortune; but no 011e ca.n choose his futnre. 
'I'he will of God ought to be our rule, without complaint and 
without mul'mur to submit omselves to His will; this is the 
rule which I propose to follow, with God's aid, the rest of my 
da.ys; and this is why I taste in silence all the injm;tices which 

VOL. II. 
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have been done to me. It would need volumes to explain to you 

even a pn,rt.' 1 
• • • 

The conesponc1ence with 1\L de Dangev1lle termmatec1 with 

3 letter, dated January 20, l 7Ml, at Nezin: 
' Could it be possible, my dear Baron, that you have had the 

courage to continue your silence in this new year? I offered to 
you my most sincere vows on the occasion of the holy Christmas 
rntes. I reiterate them to you now in this renewal of the year, 
praying God that he will please to accord ,you a most happy one, 
with a gt·eat number of others, filled with all kinds of benedic­
tions; ancl that in the whole course of your prosperity yon will 
have the goodness not entirely to forget a poor widow, who 
prays Goel every clay for you.' 2 

Thus it was that this brilliant, accomplished, and pious 
woman fourn1 her~mlf bereft of all friends , and, sickness liaving 
overcome her, she died with no early frim1d near her to smooth 
her pi1low or to ease her p[l,in by human sympathy. Even 
Housseau's frienJ c1e Oonzie felt the base ingrntH.ude of Jean 
Jacques. He says of :Mme. cle Warens : 

' She found herself forced to beg it comer of a hut in one of 
the faubourgR, where she vegetated only tlmingh the succour 
ancl clrn,rit,n,ble care of her neighbours, who were in anything but 
easy circumstances. 

' Finally, borne l1own by various ills which confined her to 
hm· heel for more than two years, she succumbecl with all the 
scn1irn ents of a courageous woman and a good Christian. 

'I have n,lways condemned Jeun ,facc1ues (whom she hacl 
honome11 with the n::nne of her auopted son), in the firRt place, 
for lmvinr~ preferred the interests of Le Vasseur to those of a 
m[trnan a~ respectable for him in every Rense as his washenrnman 
Le VasKeLll' was cliRgracefnl. He might woll have laid aRi11e his 
pride, fi:om time to time, ancl havo workec1 to earn tho neces­
S[tries of life, so as to rt>store all or at least a part of what he 
h:vl cost his generous lJenefactress.' 3 

1 • Lettres int\dites de Mme. de WD.rens,' par Iv!. Jules Vuy, pnblished in 
tho Ilcv1w Savoi.;icnne for 1870. 

• M. 'l'h. ])nfonr in the Revue Sm•oi8irimc, l R7R. 'I'he word' widow' in 
the last Rcnt.encc is patlwtic. (1\1. tl1' Wnwn$ llieil in NnYemher 171>1.) 

' • ~[enwir uf M. ,1e C:oiw.i,\,' pu1Jl i8iied in the M,'111,.ir.•s il<J l" !:JuciM~ Savoi­
sienne d 1JTisloi.1•d1 to1ne. i. 
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As is usual 'IVith Rousseau, fine words took the place of good 
deeds. When he heard of the death of his kind friend, he broke 
out, in the following words : 

' Go, sweet and benevolent soul, to the presence of the 
Fenelons, the Bernex, the Catinats, and all those who in a more 
humble state have like them opened their hearts to re::i.l charity : 
go taste the fruit of yours, anc1 prepare for your pupil the place 
which he hopes one day to occupy near you-happy in your 
misfortunes that heaven in terrninn,ting them has spared you the 
cruel spectacle of his ! 

' I<'en,ring to sn,dden her hen,rt by the recital of my first 
disasters, I had not written to her since my arrival in Switzer­
land ; but I wrote to M. de Conzie to inform me about her, n,nd 
it was he who apprised me tlmt she hac1 ceased to succour those 
who suffer, and to suffer herself. Soon I shall cease to suffer also, 
but if I thought that I should not see her in the other world 
my foeble imagination would refuse to credit the iclen, of perfect 
lmppiness which I promise myself there.' 

'l'he house in which 11.tme. de ·w arens died was No. 58, in 
the Faubourg Nezin, at Ohamhery. 

'rhe registers of the pn,rish of Lemenc contain the following 
entry concerning the clen,i.h and burial of Mme. de Warens, 
signed by the curate, M. Gaime, whom Rousseau mentions as 
}Jeing in gren,t part the original of his Savoyard Vicn,r : 

'The 30th of July, l 7G2, was interreL1 in the cemetery of 
Lemenc the Dame I,ouise Franyoise Eleonore de la Tour, widow 
of the seignior baron de Warens of Vevey, canton of Berne, 
Switzerland, who die cl yesterday towards ten o'clock in the 
morning, as n, good Christian and st.rengthenec1 by the Sacra­
ments, aged about sixty-three yen,rs. A bout thirty-six years 
haJ elapseJ since she abjured the Protestant religion and 
lived within our own religion, and from that time she dwelt to 
the encl of her days, nearly eight years, in the J!'au bourg of N e~in, 
in the house of the sieur Orepine. She had previously resicll·d 
at the Heclus n,hout four years, in the house of the seignior 
Marquis cl'Allinges. Rhe passed the remainder of her lifo after 
her n,l.)jurn,tion in th .i;.; town. 

'(Signed) GAIME, cur6 of Lemone.' 
']'he grave is on a rocky height, and wit.hnnt; any rnonument. 

l 2 
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The abandoned baseness of Rousseau can only be measured 
by sounding the depth of bis iniquitous conduct towards Mme. 
de Warens. I have not attempted to accomplish this task en­
tirely; but I will suggest one other source. of information in 
this direction. 

At the moment that Rousseau took his departure from the 
Charmettes, Mme. de Warens wa;s already beginning to feel the 
iron hand of poverty. The years of prosperity which followed 
his increasing celebrity were years of increasing misery to his 
benefactress. While he was associating with all the highest, 
most illustrious and charming people in France, Mme. de 
W arena was going down to death, amidst want and suffering of 
the most terrible description. 

In all those years, with few exceptions, all that Rousseau 
had to give to the one who had snatched him from starvation, 
were words, words, words-fine words, full of beautiful feeling, 
full of intense expression, but words that did not furnish 
medicine for the sick, bread for the hungry, or wine for the 
dying-words that only served to show the hollowness of the 
man's nature, and the detestable character of his shallow heart. 

He was one of those creatures who unquestionably had the 
very best idea of himself. In fact, he indicates, in various 
places, that he considers himself about the best man living. 
He mistook a hysterical sensibility for depth of sincere feeling. 
His sensibility was of a character which admitted of the blackest 
ingratitude, and of the worst crimes to which human nature can 
descend. 

As I desire to keep my remarks strictly within the bounds 
of the mildest expression and the most entire fairness, I shall 
not permit myself to indulge in the strong language which his 
conduct deserves and (some may think) demands. In the long 
range of historical personages whom the centuries present to us 

. . there '. is · perhaps no more repulsive figure than that of Jean 
• :J~cq~es .R~usseau as a human being. He is absolutely disgust­

ing. : If we were not aware how some beautiful forms take their 
rise in natui·e from the most filthy sources, we should be unable 
to understand how such exquisite fancies, such deliciously 
colonred portraits, could issue from a being so false-hearted 
and degraded. 

Jean Jacques Rousseau 
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It is sad to be obliged to associ:1te the delightful pictures 
this man has painted of his life at the Charmettes with a view 
of his subsequent conduct, as confesr;ed by himself. Jean 
Jacques Rousseau lives, not, on account of the good which he 
hm; doue, but because he was endowed with the power of expres­
sion. He had within him an egoistic magnetism, fascinating, 
but deadly as the breath of the upas. If ai:iyone permits 
himself to be lulled to sleep beneath the branches of his fatal 
doctrines, he awakens to moral and political death. But if, 
casting aside the noxious influences of the man, and expurgating 
from his writings things that injure instead of bettering man­
kind, one takes simply bis portraitures of character aml scenery, 
these may be enjoyed without <langer, and :;timulate a se1rne of 
the beautiful. 

Many attempts have been made to define the character of 
Rousseau's genius. 'l'he only valid excuse for the infinitely low 
parts and vicious infiuences of the man, is that he was not in 
the full possession of his faculties, that his judgrnent was un­
balanced, and that he was unable to distingui8h between right 
and wrong, except when he clescribeJ nature, and drew upon 
the best parts of his being. 

CHAPTER CVII 

•rnE year 1754 was a momentous one for the characters men­
tionecl in this work. Not only clid M. de Bochat c1ie, but also his 
relative M. de ·warens; Gibbon received the Sacrament at Lau­
sanne; and Voltaire lJegan the im1uiries about various properties 
which led to his twenty-four years' residence in Switzerland. 

Voltaire, having left Berlin on account of a quarrel with 
Frederick the Great, was now residing at Colmar, in the house 
of Mme. de Goll (nee Susanne Ursule Deyverclun, daughter of 
the seignior of Hermenches, and first cousin of George Deyver­
dun ). Here he was confirmed in the plan of establishing himself 
in Switzerland. This desire had been inspired by M. Polier de 
Bottens, whom he had known in Germany, and warmly seconded 
by M. de Brenles, another friend of Mme. de Goll. 
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VoltairB was at one time on th0 poiut of fixillg himi;elf near 
Colnrnr, and negotiated for the Chrtt.e::rn of Ilorbourg, belongiug 
to the House of Wurtemburg. 1'he deeds of transfer had been 
drawn up, and only the signature was want,ing, when he was 
turned from his purpose by a Jesuit of Col mar, Father Ernest, 
who had entered into a formal engagement with his superiors to 
expel Voltairn from Alsace. 1 

Among my unpublished manuscripts are a large number of 
letters written by Voltaire, and others received by him from his 
distinguished contemporaries, of both sexes, which are related to 
his Swiss residence. They concern a wide variety of subjects, 
am1 amic1 the specimens which I propose to present, my reade1· 

·may occnsionally find himself somewhat bewildered hy the multi-
plicity of elates, and matters discussed. 1'his corre::;pomlence 
refuses to be systematised, except that the letters cornlJiue to 
give a lively picture of the time, its interests, and personages.2 

Concerning the latter I fin<l it best to interpolate occasionu,l 
historical sketches. 

On January 13 of the year 1754, Voltaire wrote from 
Colmar to M. Lambert: 

''l'he abridgement of the "I-Iistoire Universelle" printel1 by 
Neaulme at the Hague i:> only a small, crude, and very incom­
plete portion of an immense work commenced long ago, but to 
complete which many books, much health, and great leisure will 
be required. If I have a part of all these, I can give the finii;h­
ing touches to this work in the comse of a year, and I ~ill then 
with pleasure gmtify 1\1. Lambert with it. I pray him to come 
to an understanding with my publisher, Sphoefling [Schoepflin], 
of Oolmar, for the "Annales cle l'Empire." I made a present of 
it to this publisher, the brother of a professor of history who has 
reviewed the work with care.3 I pray M. Lambert to place it on 
sale. He might gain twenty sous on each copy. Sphoefling 
counts upon giving it to him for forty sous per volume, and it 
could be sold for three livres. By this arrangement each would 
make a reasonable profit. Sphoefiing is sending at first three 

1 Ai·cTtivcs Litumi~·es, xiv. 364. 
2 'l'hc book in which Voltaire put all tho seals of his letters was bought in 

lfl45 by \.he late Lord Vernon. Sil' James LacaHa told me that it was bound 
anew nnder his direction, arnl is now preserved at Rudbury Hall. 

' Joan Daniel Schoepflin (1694- 1771) of S~rasburg . 
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huudred copies to Iii. Lambert's ucldress. Only the first volume 
is on 13ale at present : the seeond is in the press. It is not a 
book for which one can expect as rapid a sale as the " Histoire 
Universelle," of which three editions, each as detestable as the 
other, were issued in a single month. 'l'he " Annales de l'Empire" 
is only a correct m1c1 instructive book, the sale of which will tttke 
longer; it is more ad~ptell for Germany than for France. 

' An attempt is being made to put the papers for the new 
edition of the " CEuvres Mdees " in order; it is a long an<l toil-
80llle task. As soon as this is done they will be sent to .1'11. 
Lambert.' 

Voltaire's reference to the publication of his works leads me 
to mention a letter (.January 2u, 1754) in my possession 
addressed by M. Marc Michel Bouaq~iet, 1Jublishe1· at Lausanne, 
to Voltaire at Col mar, w horn he thauks for having sent two 
extracts of the abridgement of the 'Histoire Universelle' pub­
lished by Jean Neaulme, in orc1er to shield bim from loss. He is 
astonishell to hear that Voltnire thiuks of issuing a new edition 
at Geneva through the intermediation of Profossor V emet, as he 
had hoped to be henceforth the sole publisher of Voltaire, aml 
that he (Voltaire) would come to live in Swit~erlaud, the ouly 
country that suited his health and his affairs. He ofters to 
publish an authorised edition of his works. 1 

Shortly afterwards, in writing (February 12, 17.JtJ,) from 
Oolmar to 1\1. Olavel cfo Drenles (1717-1771 ), the able juris­
consult, litterateur, and frieml of the de Bochats, Voltaire 
says: 

'Mme. Goll and M. Dupont had already acquainted me with 
the value of your society, and your letter of friendly advice con­
firms ull that they have said of you. It is true, Monsieur, t.lmt 
I have always had in view to end in a free country aucl in a 
healthful climate the short and unhappy career to which man is 
condemned. Lausanne has appeared to me the country malle for 
a solitary being anc1 for an ill one. I had the design of retiring 
thither two years ago, notwid1stancling the bounties with w l1ieh 
the King of Prussia overwhelmed me. 11he rigorous clirnato of 
Berlin did not agree with my foeble eoustitutiou. The Messieurs 

1 This and the precct1ing lett•w f\l'Q ori~inal 1<ntoc;rr1ph~ in the author's 
unpu);ldrnd collect.ions. 
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of the Council of Berne promised me their bemwoleuce by the 
hand of their chancellor. M. Polier cl e Bottens has written me 
several letters of invitation. 'l'hat which I rect'ived from you 
strongly augments my desire to go to Lausanne. If M. Bousl1uet 
would publish an edition of my real works, which I venture to 
tell you are unknown and which have always been printed in a 
ridiculous manner, it would be an amusement for me in the soli­
tude which my age, bad health, and tastes prescribe .... I 
have for a long time had the honour to know M. de .M:ontolieu. 
His society will add a charm to my life in my retreat. Permit 
me here to assure him of my devotion.' 

The family of Baron de Montolieu was originally from Lan­
guedoc. 'l'he Baron himself was remarkable for his charming 
mann<..'\rS anc1 varied accomplishments. Six years earlier (1748) 
Voltaire had said in a letter to M. d' Arnaud, literary agent of 
the Duke of vVurtemburg as well as of the King of Prussia, 'I 
envy you the Princes of vVurtemburg. . . . If M. de Montolieu 
is the same that I saw at Berlin and at Bayreuth, I leave in 
despair at not having seen him again.' At a later date in the 
same year he prays d'Amaud to present 'my profound respect 
and my tender thanks to the Duke of Viurtemburg, and not to 
forget M. de Montolieu.' 

In the manuscripts which I found in La Grotte there is a 
letter adclressecl to Mme. de Bochat from Stuttgart, February 
29, l 76it, by Mme. de Moutolieu, wife of the younger Baron, 
giving an interesting account of the court of the Duke of Vlf nr­
temburg ; ancl mentioning that her husband had gained four 
prizes ont of six (inclm1ing the first prize) at the royal car­
rousel, consisting of three diamond rings and two gold snuff­
boxes. 

The writer of this sprightly letter, first wife of de Monto­
lieu's son, was Mlle. de Sullens, whose mother was an intimate 
friend of Mme, de Bochat. Her father was seignior of Sullens, 
bourgeois of ~forges, and colonel of a Swiss regiment in the 
service of Spain. The elder sister of Mm e. de Montolieu 
married Charles d'Albenas, of a noble family of Nimes, which 
took refuge in the Pays de Vaud on account of religion. 
M. d'Albenas was at this time, through his wife, seignior of 
tlullens, and they were sojourning in France. Mme. de :Mon-
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toliuu tLe elLler clied in 1737 ,1 ftnc1 her da11ghLer-i11-law within 
two decades. In 1786, M. de Montolieu the younger married 
as his second wife Elizabeth Polier de Battens, known in the 
literary world as the Baroness de Montolieu. 

On March 11, 175,t, M. Simon du Condray writes to M. <le 
Voltaire at Colmar. He speaks of a promissory note of 
Dubillon, and says that he will persuade the latter to p11.y it 
with goOLl grace. It appears that some gazetteer had said that 
M. Simon du Condray had settled more than twenty odd suits. 
He asks Voltaire to t ell him who this was. He would be glad 
to have the affair of Voltaire with the succession of M. and 
Mme. d'E t-Jtairey settled, but it will Le necessary to await an 
order of P arliament. M. du Condray can be of use to M. de 
Voltaire, being on intimate t erms with the President, M. Mole. 
It is not yet known when the Parliament will siP 

CHAPTER CVIII 

VoLTAIRE keeps up an active correspondence from Oolmar con­
cerning his literary work, anc1 his endeavour t o find agreeable 
a.bodes within the Pays de Vaud ancl in Genevan territory. 

H,eferring to a letter from him of March 19, 1754, Marc 
Michel Bousquet, the printer, in a letter of April 9, 17 54, 
nssures Voltaire that he will be as free at Lausanne as in 
England. He gives him his word of honour as to the trnth of 
tbis, and M. de Brenles offers to do the same. Voltaire might 
make a visit to Lausanne incognito and see for himself that he 
does not exaggerate, and he points out the route to take. 
M. Polier de Battens has just been invested with the highest 
ecclesiastical position of the town; Voltaire would have in him 
a friend of much authority, and he can see in M. Philibert's 

' Before eJ<.pfring Mme. de Montolien handed h er hnsb11ind n. paper contain­
ing n.clvice, o.nd e:xhortMion to work out h is own snlvn.tion. W riting to 
Oho.noellor de Lnohabodie,Baron de MonfoUen enclosed tb Is 1Jo.per, n.nd roq uested 
him to have three copies made by M. De1~u1'-one tor hie aon, t be younger 
Dru:oni one fo r M. d'AJbenas, bis ·son's btother-in-la.w, n.ncl one for h)s siaLer , 
MMln.1ne de lJeVillc.-Untiuhlished letter (August 22, 1767). found by theaullior 
in Le. Grotle, with n. memorn.n<ltim diGtlnotly showing that this co1umunica(.ion 
wn.s !tom tbe older Baron de Montol\eu. 

' Author's unpublished collections. 
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ec1itiou wlrnt mi~y be expected on tbis point. What Voltaire 
needs is to have his works print,ecl umlm· his own eyes in a 
neutral ancl free country, and Ly the bamls of a printer wbo 
looks more to his honour than bis self-interest ; and Lausanue 
aud he (Dou sq uet) fulfil these comlitions.1 

'fwelve days later (April 21), Mme. cle Cbarnpbonin writes 
to Voltaire: 

' A terrible malady called inflammat ion of the chest placecl 
Gros Cbt:Lt 2 in the greatest Lfanger; and if at that time I had 
received the letter ·which yuu write to me to-day, I ftiel to rny 
joy that you woulLl have restored my health on th e inst:t11t. 
Alas ! what power has i10t friend~hip, and the hope of seeing 
you? I thought that I should not have the streng'l.h t o reply 
to you, as I can hardly hold my pen. I slrnll take tlte rnail­
coacb to come aml seek you at Uolmar, and your niece at Paris, 
and when you are both arrived at the 1Im·mifu.!Jl3 des Petites 
Fcmnws, I shall mik for nothing more than room for my friond, 
her children, and myself; the rest shall be yours, on condition 
that we may go every cfay to receive your benediction aml t tilk 
evil things about th e wolves ancl the tigers, allcl tluit we urny 
say a thousand praises of the rats. But clo noi; give me any 
more vain hopes ; you must make a good resolution, come aml 
demolish the Gr;i,nge of Gros Chat , arnl construct a villa in i!;s 
place. You will have before your eyes a fine gartlen which I 
have made, aml for a landscape the fields. Until then you will 
not be too bm1ly lodged in the new apnrbment which we have 
arranged. 

'M. clu Chatelet is at Cirey. He writes me that this winter 
has destroyed many things at his chatc::au, and that he will be 
ruined in repairs. H e expects his son at the encl of th e mon{,]1 ; 
they will return together to Lorraine. Could you not arrive at 
our H ermitage during this time, and realise all the charming 
things wl1ich you cleign to write to me? 'l'hey will plact1 me 
for ever at your feet, if you keep your word-and to wlwru 
should it be k ept if not to l!"riendship ? ' 3 

1 l!'rom tbo unpnl)lishecl MS. colleehlou.s of the author. Ln,ter both Bousquet 
and Gro.sse~ loll into cllsgmoe through their ooncluot towe.rd.s Voltaire. 

' 'rhe1)oet called M:me. de Oham1lbonin 'Mon Oros Olm~.' 
' Du.tod April 21, 1754. From ilio u.uLhot's ui1p\1Llisl1ea MS. collMLions. 

The son of M. du OhO.teloL alluded to w11s a Girondin, sulllotimid ln 171,l·l, ltis 
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A week later Mme. <le Charnplionin writes to Voltaire : 
' .M. le Comte Contenot is neither as proud nor as happy as 

Gros Chat. Your friendship and the hope of seeing you i;oon 
has almost entirely restored my healt,h and strength, mill I 
Hatter myself I shall have the honour to resemble Samson on 
your arrival. But while working all these miracles on your old 
friend, the contrary will happen if you deceive my hopes. Du 
you suppose a very tender mistress has lesR desire to see her 
lover again ? I have not forgotten that it is more than five years 
since I saw you, and I tremble lest some obstacle should stop you 
on the road. All the pef.ites fe1wines entreat yon, and wonhl like 
to see the building commenced to which they will go to receive 
your blessing; but I am sure that it will not be the flattering 
letters of a certain Prince which will prevent this project nt 
present. I return thanki; to Goel every clay for having made 
urn nothing more than a Gros Chat, and for having learned in 
your works how to think. It is to you that I owe the first 
movements of friendship and gratitmle, and I shall be still more 
in your debt if it is true that I slrn.11 havt"l the honour to see yon 
the architect of the de Uhampbonins, as you have been of rny 
sentiments. . .. I have not been able to await your reply to my 
last letter, because it seemed to me that I had too feebly iuc1i­
catec1 my longing to see you, but it is quite cer tain that you 
cannot doubt it, nor leave quickly enough to anive at our 
colony. I wrote to you that you would find a suitable apart­
ment, either upstairs or down; but tell me promptly at what 
time you hope to come. We occupy ourselves only with you, 
and we shall be still more occupied with the desire to pleatie and 
convince you of the entire attachment of the pef,.ites f err1r11ies.' 1 

The Hermitage of Mme. cle Champbonin was in the neigh­
bourhood of the Chiitcau of Cirey, not far from V assy in Cham­
pagne. Years before, Voltaire, while residing with his intimate 
friend Mme. clu Chf~telet, and snperinteucling the erectiou 
of Cirey, wrote at the bottom of a letter of Mme. du 

son the General (Achille) escaping a like fate by suicide. Their residence WllS 

at Auteuil. 
• Frnm bha s,utho~·s un1mblisbed MS. oolleotions. Mm e, de Ohampbonin 

wns n cousin of Volta.ire who at one time thought of marrying his nicco (nfter. 
wu.rcl a l\'Ime. Denis) to M. de Ohampbonin .filo/J; who had aomelimee noted. B·B hie 
seoremry during hrn re1;ic1anne with lVlme. du dh!Uole~ a.t Oirey. M. cle Ohrunp· 
bonin was afterwards llculene.nt in the regiment of Do.uffremont. 
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CMtelet the following lines to his constant correspondent, 
Mme. de Champbonin: 

'C'est l'architecto cl'Emilie 
Qui ce petit mot vous ecrit; 

Je me sors cle sa plume, et non de son genie; 
Mais je vous aime, aimable ami: 
Ce seul mot vaut beaucoup d'csprit.' 

Bousquet (April 30, 17 5'.L) writes that he ardently wishes 
to see Voltaire at Lausanne, and will come to meet him if he 
wishes it. He saw yesterday Major (Orousaz) de Prelaz, 
who did not think Voltaire would come. M. de Brenles, just 
made Lieutenant Bailiff in place of his deceased friend M. de 
J_ioys de Bochat, would be greatly disappointed in such a case. 
He sends the compliments of Messieurs de Brenles and de 
Battens. He is not sure whether Voltaire has the eight volumes 
of the 'Memoirs of the Abbe de Montgon,' which he prefers to 
the 'Esprit des Nations,' published at Geneva. He asks for 
information concerning a work entitled ' Le 'l'heatre de M. de 
Voltaire ' published in his name, and of which he knows 
nothing. 1 

Bousquet again writes (May 14) that he finds nothing 
decided in Voltaire's letters concerning his project of estnblish­
ing himself nt Lausanne, notwithstanding all the satisfactory 
things that respectable persons have written to him. M. des 
Gloires, who is nbout the same age as Voltaire, hns taken n wifo 
and built a house at Lansmrne.2 Mme. de Goll will inform him 
shortly of the new honour which M. de Brenles has received. 
The want of books need not prevent Voltaire coming. They 
exist in the library, in the collections of many private indivi­
duals, and in his own, and he can always send abroad for 
more.3 (This information is interesting in connection with 
Gibbon's later experience and resources in. the matter of books 
at Lausanne.) 

1 Unpublished MS. collections of the author. 
2 M. des Gloires was a llrunchman estrrhlished at Lltusanne, where he kept 

open l10use. He had married Mlle. do Chanuiou, the younger sister of Mme. 
de Chabot. 

' Unpublished MS. collections of the author. 
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CHAPTER OIX 

VOLTAIRE tells .M. de Brenles, August 13, 1754 : ' I under­
stand that there is quite a prntty property to sAll on the 
borders of the Lake of Geneva. If the price does not exceed 
200,00? livres de France, the desire to be your neighbour will 
cleterrnme me .... It makes no difference to me if it be at five 
or six leagu s from L~usn;nne. . . . In fact, if there is nu ag1· ~ 
a?le prop l'ty to sell m yo11r Canton,, I pray you to have the 
kindness t,o let me lmow, but it should be kept s oret.' 'rwo 
~onths later : ' I have formeil an iden. that tbe teJ·ritory of 
Lausanne ia like that of Atticn ... . I pray yon to tell me if a 

ntholio m y p as ss t•e1.1l eat11tte, and wh ther he can enjoy the 
1·ights of the bo·1irge01:q·ie at Ln.usanne.' 
. . He sees t~e ~dvoy~r of Ber~e, de Steiguer (1729-1799), who 
is mformed of his desire to retire to the borders of the beautiful 
lake, 'like Arnadm1S at Hipaille.' In December he writes from 
Prangins, 1 where he was then staying with one of his nieces, 
that he would go immediately to Lausanne if he were not 
detained by a gouty rheumatism, for which he intends to take 
the baths of Aix, in Savoy. Agnin: 'I fear that you are as ill 
as I am. Mme. Goll made me anxious about your chest anrl 
nothing will reas8ure me but a letter from you. . .. I 'have 
been told of a bouse near Lausanne called "La Grotte," where 
there is a fine garden. It is also reported that l\i. d'Herwart 
[son of the late British l'l!inister ~t BernA ], who has a very 
prett.y hom1e near Vevey, nught let it. Permit me to ask yom 
opinion upon these arrangements .... I do not know if M:. dns 
G-loires is at Lausanne, but he appeared to have so much merit 
that, I helieve him to be your fril"ncl.' 

Heforring to the de:i,th of M. Goll, Voltaire says : 'I have 
this moment received a letter from poor Mme. Uoll. Hee 
experience is very sad in having been obliged to marry a Goll 

' ~ouis Ooi!let, or Gig:er, n tioh banker of St. GaU, puro~Ja.sed the barony of 
Prnngane In 1723, ll.Ji·a bruit n k£ncl .of pe.lao wJiose fu.i;-acle w11S lighted on the 
fir11t .JJuor by thirt,een windows . Kmg Jose~h Bone.po.rf.e he~llJlle prop1·iotor of 
Lhie ulu\te11u in 1SL4. n now belo111J9 to Prmce Viator Bono.pnrbe. -
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and to have lost him ; ' and he hopes that she will come to reside 
with him ancl Mme. Denis. 

St ill further to de Brenles :· ' I am making every effort, ill 
as I am, to approach you and to enjoy your ?'eril presence. I 
hacl already concluded for Monrion without having seen it, n.~d 
I flatter myself that M. do Giez 1 will sign the contract with 
none but me .... Mme. Goll no longer writes to me ; I wish 
she would come and share with us at Monrion the possession of 
the fields, the vineyards, the pigeons, and the poultry, of which 
I hope to be the owner.' 

He also hopes to see the de Brenles at Monrion in the 
spring. In another letter: 'I am t old there is a~ Monrion 
neither garden for summer, nor firepbce nor chmrney for 
winter .... Mme. Goll t ells me thnt she does not know yet 
when she can quit Oolmar; conseqnently, instead of having a 
fri.ernl with me, I slrnll find myself reduced to take a house­
keeper, for I shall need one to conduct a house which will 
contnin, in spite of my philosophy, eight or nine domestics.' 

H e com1Jlains of the absence of pleaimre boats on the Lake . . 
of Geneva, which remim1s one that t he E mperor Joseph II. 
rnnde the same remark, using the words ' (~uel desert aquatique ! ' 
'What would they say of the animated waters of to-day and the 
brilliant fleet of steam yacht.i:i ? 

M. Montperoux, French Minister at Geneva, thanks Voltaire, 
J'anuary 28, 1755, for his compliments. 'I wish I had a house 
[here J 

0

to offer you ; I should have looked upon it as a favonr if 
you were to accept it; I cnnnot be t oo near to you. I have 
followed my own tastes in doing my best to induce you to come 
to St. Jean. In having thus obliged myself I owe you my 
gratitude. I do not think, Sir, t hat Mme. de Gallatin conRi~ers 
she has any clnims upon you. She may have tnken thn.t view 
so long as those of M. Mallet were not n.sserte(l., hut I can 
assure you that she no l()uger ent;ertains any claim. It is true 
that there have been many matters for discm;sion, but everything 
is t erminated in the manner which you would desire.' It is for 
Voltaire to decide wheUier he o;hall write or go in person to 
present his petition to the Oouncil.2 

1 !II. de Giez wn,s Voltn.ire's banker. He cliecl about ten months ln.ter. 
' Author's unpuLlislJecl MS. collections. 
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1\1. Montperoux was married in 1760 at the Obitteau of 
Ferney, ancl styled 'Baron' in the 'Almanach Royal, ' 17Gl. 
He was appointed to Geneva in 1750, am1 fifteen years later 
died there, being succeeded as resident by P. M. R ennin. I 

Voltaire informs M. de .13renles, J anuary 31, 1755, thn.t the 
11ouse (St. Jenn, nfterwards Les Deli OS near· Geneva) wlrich he . ' 
l !-l about to buy is valuet1 at one-third more thain it is wor th 
'hut it is charming and enti1·e1.y fumishe 1 ; the gardens ar~ 
delicious and nothing is wanting. 11 m11st k:uow how to pay 
ckar f~r pleasure and convenience.' JJe wou ld like P1·elaz, but 
t.11ere is only one apm'tment there, and he has his niece wibil 
him. 2 

':l'~1e registers ~f ~he otmcil of Geneva, February I, 1765, 
contmn the perm1sswn accC>l:ded to the ' sieur de oltaire ' to 
iuhabiii the tenri lio1·y f the R epublic in order to be nearer to Lis 
~ctot·, Ti·on~hin . 'r his privilege was grant d upon the motion 

ot the ounc1llor Fran~ois 'l' rouc:hin, uroliher of the a ctor. The 
'J' 1·onchins Fl1-:rved ns intermedintors between Voltaire and th e 
Gen vo.n authorities. E!\ch tliUle that the author's petulance 
mado him commit some impm dence or folly a Tronchin was 
always ready t r pail' 01· palliate the mischief. 

I take 1,1.t is oocasion f give some account of this interesting 
fami ly and its eminent m mbers. 

'J'lie T1· n,cllina were origilrnlly fl'om Provenc , wh 1• in 
the fourt ntJ1 ceutmy th y w re seigtliors of Maznn. In t h 
six1 eenth t.11ey were among the :first t-0 embrace the Refoi·mation 
and were obliged t o leave tL.efr countTy. One btanch migt'o.ttid 
to Hollam1. 'l'hat of Geneva was founcl d bJ tL. oaptn.fo f 
cavalry Hemi 'l'rnnchin, who having b "ll savetl by 11 friend o. 

. f l J pt·wst, TOlll t le mnssacre of St. n~u·tholomew, nt r c1 tille s l' \1JC0 

of the 11epublic and at tmcted the attention of H enry IV., who 

1 
Pierre M~ohel Rennin 11728--1~07), I\ French r.liploma.tist of distinction, 

who ncoompa.rued tbo Count ( e Broglie Am.linsaacloi· of Fni.noe LO rolRnd gii 
r>rn,ofs of rema.rka.blo C11tpncity, gii,mhis ~he con.lidonoo of Louia xv' ~e 
u~111B 1e,rl at t~1e Coogr a of Au~s~111·3 in 17/il, becamo :r.'1irustor Uusidimt ~ 
Pol.a.nd, then ill Switv.erlo.n<l, tmd ~owerfully oonh-ibtltod tr.> o.p11C111ae the troiibles 
whloh rent.Oenevn. It wa.a n.t t.h 1 ~ epoch that LJo repnJrcd to li'1m1ey n:nd SllW 
Volti.~!l'e, 1pth ~vhom tbenooforwni;d he kept up 11 oOrl' 1q1ondl111 e whic.li wna 
puhhs~ied by. hie son under the title OmTCspoitd(maa iHt!dite d-0 J oltah av ,

0 IT. nnm, rans l,825. ' 
, '. Pri'.1tt7. 11· r1,s. i: houRA a111.l clo1n;1,in of the family of Cron sn.z, seigniors of 

Corsier, 1ll 11 sn11!111g valley, lrnlf n lc1ti;ue to tho nor~h-west of J,.1U"L1niie. 



128 RJSTORIC S'rUDIES IN 

sought unsuccessfully his militn.ry services. His son 'rheodora 
was godson of 'l'heodore de Beze, and from that famous H ugnenot 
inherited not only his library but a large part of the great 
authority which de Beze had exercised over the Protestant 
communion. From that time the 'l'ronchins, both in church 
and state, have occupied the highest places and performed much 
useful work. 

In the eighteenth century four of the family were especially 
conspicuous : (1) The P1:ocul·e1n·- eneral J ea11 R0bert Troncbin 
(1710- 1793), who in th com·~ of his public duties proceed d 
against certufo works of Ro~tsseau and various Wl'itings of 
Volt.aire. This intimate friend of Monte:;quieu increased his 
celebrity by 'Lettres de la Cmnpa.gne,' to which Jean Jacques 
replied in his famous 'Lettres de la Montagne.' (2) Doctor 
'l'heodore 'l'ronchin (1709-1781 ), for many years the medical 
attendant and friend of Voltaire, and considered by him ' the 
worthy successor of the celebrated de Boerhaave.' (3) Hobert 
Tronchin (1702-1788) , a banker of eminence at Paris and 
Lyons, who in 1762 succeeded J\L d'Epinay in tlrn ofiice of 
ferm·ie;· gfinernl, and fixing his residence at Paris, lrnpt open 
house an cl enjoyecl large influence at Court. ( 4) Next to the 
doctor, Frn.n9ois 'rronchin, 170tJ,-l 798 (invn.riably called the 
Councillor, because he had belonged to the Petit Conseil of 
Geneva for a period of fifteen years), was the most intimately 
associated with Voltaire. He and the circle of his friends 
hn,ve been most delightfully described by his descendant, 
:M. Henry Tronchin.1 

Franyois Tronchin went to Paris to complete his education, 
where he passed several yenrs with his brother Robert. He 
frequented the theatres, and upou one occasion (1722) he 
chanced to see in the amphitheatre of the Come<lie Fran9aise a 
very thin young man in a black costume, with a long natural 
perruque, who spoke to an unknown per::;on isitting beside him, 
who asked how he was. 'Toujours allant et souffrant,' was the 
reply. A moment after he heard tha,t the young mnn was 
Voltaire, who lived fifty-six years longer, 'toujours allant et 
souffrant.' In 173,t Tronchin's tragedy ' Marie Stuart' was 

1 Le Conseiller Fra.n~oi.s Tronch1n et ses Am·is, Volta.i.rc, Didcrnf, Grimm, 
.tc., par H euri Tronoliin. PMis, 189G. I<rom unpublishocl documents. 
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played at the 'l'heatre Fran9ais, and afterwards before the court 
at Fontainebleau. Two years later he married in Paris but 
definitely took up his residencf\ at Geneva, in a :;;mall cou~1try­
house situated on the hill-side of St. J can, on the borders of 
the RhOne just at the point wher the river quits the town. 
He passed his time in civic du.ties, literary labours, the search 
for pictures, 11,ncl the society of a circle of devoted friends, until 
1754, when oltafre arrived at Gen va, and introduced a more 
active element into his hitherto peaceable life. 

Our Philosopher, who was not a philosopher, had numerous 
money transactions with Franyois Tronchin. He wrote to him 
at each instant and on every subject. On his side, the Councillor 
went dail~ to ~ee. Voltaii:e, and l1ad the habit of committing to 
paper, while hrn impressions were fresh, whatever struck him in 
Voltaire's conversations. Some of these anecdotes are to be 
found in the 'Etrennes Nationales.' 

Voltaire w~s now in one of his impossible procrastinating 
moods, and wntes to M. tl B1·enles, F brun.ry 9, 1755, to say 
that ~e finds t!rn house of .M. d R .1·wart too lnrge for him, anil 
mentrons agam Les Dt:ilice , wl teh was situated near the 
Councillor Tronchin's residence aud belonged to the Councillor 
Mallet. 

He had in fact simultaneously enter d on negotiations oou­
cemi.ng properf;:i s in several clillerent places, at the ricik of leav­
ing his intermecliatol's in embarrassing positions. In December 
1754, o.nd Jantta.ry and Februa1·y 1755, he Wll.S bargninina for 
La Q1•otte, l'elaz, Molli'ion near Lausanne, M. d' n ~1t's 
house at Hauteville near Vevey, M. Pictet's house at Nyon, 
nnd for the country-seat of Mme. Susanne de Gallatin-V nudenet 
at Oologny, in the neighbourhood of Geneva. 

Voltaire's hesitations and withdrawals occasimwd 11 coolness 
with Mme. de Gallatin, though their relations afterwn.nls 
became of a most friendly nn.ture. 1 She was a woman of 
strong character and many friends, among them, besidPs 
Voltaire, being Frederick, Lanclgrave of H esse-Cassel. Mr. 
Henry Adams, in his admirable 'Life of Albert Gallatin,' tells 

1 1!'1 tihe aut~or's unpu~lished MS. coloctions is a letter from Mme. de 
Gal1":t11? to Voltaire, from Pr1gny1 September 26, 1777, in which she thanks him 
f?r his :mnmnernllle ~dnBAl!es, nnd lll'omises 'reconnoiasance tltm·nelle.' Sha 
signs llerseli 'Gtillr~tm, ndo Vtrndene~.' 

vor,, u. 
K 
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us that the Lanclgrave sent to Mme. Gall(l,tin his portl'ait, 
upon which Voltaire wrote for her a copy of verses addressed 
j;o the L ::mclgrave, beginning : 

'J'ai baiso ce portrait clrnrmant, 
Je vous l' avourai sans m ysti:re. 

Mes Illies en ant fait autant, 
Mais c'est un secret IJU'il faut taire.' 1 

The family of Gallo,tin, of Italian origin, figures r~s e.nrly as 
1258. A century and a half bter they were se1gm~rR of 
Gmnges, an .e~tate in Bugey, then in Savoy ancl now m the 
Depurtrnent of the Ain, France, midwn.y betwe~n Geneva arnl 
Lyons. In 1510 the then J ean cle Gnllatm, for reasons 
m~lrnown, <Jnitted kis seigniorieR ancl his po~t. as Recretary to 
Dnke Philibert of Savoy, am1 settled as a c1t1zen of Geneva. 
H e was appointecl by t,he P ope in 1G22 Apostolic J1ulge, but 
linkino· himself with the fortuneR of Geneva bec::mrn a Memher 
of the C ouncil, anc1 joined in the clecree of 1535 which abrogated 
the power of the Pope. ' After the ~levation of. ~ene~~,' says 
Mr. Acfams, ' to the yank of a sovereign republic m 1005, the 
history of the Gallatins is the history of the city.' . . 

AlLert Gallatin i w<is the son of J ean de Gallatm, and h1s 
mother was Sophie Albertine Rob z du Rosey. 2 Among ~he 
documents which I c1iscovereL1 in J..Ja Grotte wm:e mrmy rebtmg 
to her :_i,ncestors and to h(wself. I found tlmt through tlrn 
noble bous0 of J\fonlich she was rdntod to the Deyvcm1uns ancl 
their connections, do Crinsoz seig11iors of Cottens, cle Loys, de 
Crousaz, de Praronmn, de G ingins lmrous l1e T..Ja ~anaz, Mo:in de 
1\!Iontaguy, de 'rreytorrens of P11yerne, du Ple~s ts of Bav01s, .ae 
Saussure barons of Bercher, de Ilennezel seigm urs of St. Martm, 

' She wa,8 tli e gl'[lrnlmother of Alhrrt Gall fttin (17f\l-18MI), memlwr of the 
Unitccl St:i.t.es Congn ·ss, 8 e1rntor, 8ecrctu.ry of the Treasury 

0
lROl-18J:J,. C.om-

. · t Gl or1t U111' tccl 8t:i.tc s l\fofritcr to Fra.nce 1Slii- l o23, ::tnd l\imrntcr n11 sf·noner o 1 , , ~ ~ ' ' . 1 • l . 'D , 1 · 
to Envlan<l 18'.l!i - l B'll. Mr. John A.ustm 8.tevens very )nst Y say?. ) 11s 
)Q]itic~l life Mr. Cfallatin acrtnired ::tn A.mrrrna.n rcpnt~t10n; by lns ma.nu,~~ -. 
~oent of tbo fornnces o1 the Unitccl Stat;.s ltc planer! hrn\8olf n.mon~ ,the fa,t 
Jnlitical economists ol the t1ay; hut lns mn.stNly conclnct nf tho 1,-' ~~ty of h11011t showed him the er1nr..l ol the host o! E m opun,n st<i\esmcn on t,1011 own 
poculi!tl' ground of tlipl om !tcy.' . . ~. . t 

' 'l'he Ch(Lteau of Hosl\y or Hosey, mentioned m Ch:iptvr LIII., hos , en 
minutes to the west of Holle, lirtwoon that town ancl the vmcym'Cls of the Cot?. 
It 08.me to Ni,blo Guillmune tl r. Uol az in Ll.10 scvnn.tcen\.h ~cnt,Lll'y, through hrn 
m arriage with the Nohle l\fa11cJr.,ine de 8k1guer, hc1w><s of no t>tc1gucr, D itro11 of 
Rolle, of ::i, governing family al De.m e. 
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de Lnvigny seigniol'S of Bcrolle, 1"7"illcrmin Larons of Mont­
rich0r, and de Stnrl0r of D0rno. 

Voltaire's ind ci.sion was finally ended by Rober!; Tr ncltin s 
consenting to loan his nrune for the l1urchruie f St. Jean (L s 
Delices) at 87,000 francs. In the course of the neg ti.a,tions 
Fra.u9ois r11:onchin founa great difficulby in arranging matters 
between oltaire and 11 ullet, the J'.\'Oprietor, who was so 
badgered by the Philosopher thn,t he finally threw in a vari 1;y 
of ma.tters, among others a. coach on which Voltaire insist,ell . 
Robert Troucbin, having bought St. Jean, gnve the us t. 

ollin.ire by a leas inclefinitely r enewaLle, da.betl F brual'y 11, 
17 55, on the uuderstancllng that h e shonl<l i· c ive biwk 
381000 francs wl1enever \Toltaire should quit the house ; antl 
this amount he did receive :five m1d a bo.lf' years Jn.tar. 

Voltaire wl'ites, February 9, to M. de Bren] s : L I slrnll be 
very much obl'g d if you wjll continue M. de Giez in the dis­
position of the hells anJ go.rden of Momiou to me, 01· at 
least what pass s for a garden. . . . TJ1 proprieto1· of .Monrion 
is rathe1· difficult. . . . The bargain for St. J a.n has jDst b eu 
conclud J. . . . I sha.ll oallit Les De!ices when I have had t l1 e 
lionour to receive you ill il;. La::i elices will be for the su1mner, 
Monrion fort.he winter, and you for all 1:1e.a.sons.' 

L s Dalices is on the roaJ to Nyou, fifbe u minu t;as from 
Geneva. I visited 'i·t a century o.nd a quarter aftel' Volcai.t.· ·a 
occupation (1 755-1760) . Between Fern y and L s D6lices oue 
winds thl·ough a s ries of oountL'Y lanes, now (Septe.m.be1· 23 
1879) full of verdure. We enter the' Ohemin 0 ll n.clon,' and 
passing later through the vi.llo.g of Petit Sacconay, stop for 
a moment on the br w of th hill 11 ar tho Asile des Vieil]a.rc1s, 
nncl under a fine avenue of chesbn11ts r call Voltoir 's assertion, 
when he purcha.sed the place, that be would. plllllt cb.esliUUt-
trees on th rrace, and considerably embellish the hoti.se.' 

Southward, Geneva is beneath us ; its cathedral looms n1J 
amidst the crowd of small r buiJdfogs. The lo.lee resembles n 
river. The etit o.nd the Qro.nd Sal~ve mountains are on th 
right, and Mont Blanc is far away to th south. 

We now traversed the village of Grand Pre nnd reache<l tlte 
ocfi'oi station of Geneva, then ascending the narrow rue des 
Delices we stopped before iron gates, bearing the sig·n of n 

K 2 
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florist who occupies the Lodge. Entering, we found ourselves 
within the domain of Les Delices, lately a young ladies' boarding­
school. 

The house is square, with ten windows on each side, save the 
rear-I always count the windows of Voltaire's residences, as he 
was particular to do this himself-whence a long, narrow build­
ing connects the range of offices with the mansion. This con­
tains a gallery of paintings which the old woman in charge tells 
me belonged to Voltaire ! In front and rear there is a grove 
of large chestnuts, and there are remains of a covered walk. 
The interior remains as in Voltaire's time, except that it 
has been newly painted, and there is no furniture in the 
rooms. 

The vestibule is about fifteen feet by twelve. On the left 
is a small salon with three windows, and containing an ancient 
mirror; we then come to the dining-room, whose windows look 
on the grove, terrace, and grounds. This room like the others 
is wainscotted, and five panels contain large landscapes painted 
in oil on canvas. The grand salon is lighted by two large 
windows, and a door opens down to the lawn. Here the carving 
on the panels is finely executed, but not extensive. There are 
four mirrors with tables beneath in the style of Louis XV. On 
the same side is another large room, and behind this another 
wainscotted in oak, with a range of closets at one end, and a 
porcelain stove. A stone staircase leads to the ample kitchens, 
whose floors (cement) are partly underground. On the 
second floor are ten rooms, many retaining the windows with 
small panes of Voltaire's day; and above these are several good 
rooms under the roof, and ample garrets still higher up. 

It is difficult to repeople this deserted abode, and realise 
the statement that Voltaire here began the enjoyment of the 
fortune he had hitherto administered almost with parsimony, 
and assumed the style of opulence and hospitality which after­
wards distinguished his social relations. Here he constructed 
a theatre, and one of the first visitors to Les Delices was Lekain, 
who came to create the role of Osman in 'L'Orphelin c1e la 
Chine.' Although the Genevan authorities warmly opposed the 
theatrical idea, Voltaire drew his amateur actors and actresses 
from the social centre of Calvin's city, 
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He wrote from Ferney, January 27, 1769, to Lekain the 
following letter, which has not been published: 

'I have asked, my dear Friend, the publisher Pankouke to 
let you have the Gmnd and the Petit Siecle. It is said that you 
prevent the Petit Siecle from falling into the mire, and that you 
are almost the only one who upholds it by your talents. You 
are not only a very great actor yourself, but you create actors 
also. Endeavour then to bring good taste back into fashion, as 
you have revived fine declamation. Tell Mlle. Vestris, I pray 
you, how much I am interested in her successes. 

' I have heard some talk about the things of which you write 
me a few words. I imagine they will progress favourably since 
you are concerned in the matter. You are not the man to do 
things by halves; and when the angels are on one's side, one is 
very strong. It is time that comic opera and Nicolet's monkey 
were not the only matters to do honour to the nation. 

'There was formerly a pretty lady who had much wit. She 
protected the Catilina of Crebillon, and did not wish you to be 
admitted to the Comedie [Fran~aise ]. The public is rather 
more just, but only in the long run; it is an untamed and a 
capricious horse which does not go well until it has been a long 
time led. 

' I embrace you, my dear Friend; you are the best horseman 
in the world. V.'l 

1 Author's MS. oollootious. Jean Baptiste Nicolet (1710-1796), a celebrated 
theatrical managor, pos~essed a monkey which imitated the actors of the day. 
Molet, of the 'I'hMtre Frnuoais, having fallen ill, Nicolet contrived to teach the 
animal to ape that eminent comedian, and all Paris trooped to see the curious 
performance. The Chevalier de Boufllers composed some humorous lines upon 
the occasion : 

Quel est ce gentil animal 
Qui, dans ces jours de camaval, 
Tourne a Paris toutes lee tetes, 
Et pom qui l'on donne des fetes? 
Ce ne peut etre que Molet 
Ou le singe de Nicolet, &c. 
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CHAPTER OX 

WHILE Voltaire was pottering about for a residence, the corre­
spondence between him and Allamand began which I found in 
the hands of Mme. Bergier of Lausanne, in 1879. These un­
published letters have been in the family for a century, it being 
the representative in the female line of M. Allamand. Voltaire's 
letters range from January 15, 1755, to April 1, 1772, the first 
being dated from Prangins, the others from Monrion, Les 
Delices, and Ferney. They were all sent through the post. Of 
the twenty-one letters of Voltaire ten retain their seals, in red 
wax, with the arms-three golden flames on an azure field. 
Allamand's epistles, eleven in number (of which I publish 
nine), begin February 17, 1755, ending October 24, 1770, and 
are dated from Bex mid Corsier. While Voltaire's letters are 
very spirit1wlles, those of Allamand are quite as valuable and 
interesting for the history of the epoch, showing the relations of 
Allamand with Voltaire and the occasional wise counsels of the 
former to the Sage of Monrion. 'rl1ree or four are polemical or 
critical concerning various works; the handwriting of Alla­
mand is very small and cramped, and being hasty copies of the 
originals it is sometimes difficult to decipher them. I owe the 
right to publish these latter letters to the courtesy of M. Bergier 
jils, who as long ago as June 1880 sent them to me through 
JYI. Piccard, commissary-general at Lausanne. 1 

Allamand was also on terms of intimacy with Rousseau ; the 
latter, indeed, resided with him for a time at V uffiens, but his 
letters have disappeared. 

The Pastor Allamand was one of the b st minds of the Pays 
de ·v aud i:n th last century. Son of a regent of the ol1ege of 

a11sanne, Francois Louis Allamand was born in that city in 
1710 being the elder brother of Jean Allmnnnd, F.R.S. (1713-
1787), the famous philosopher and naturalist who became the 

1 Letter of M. Joles Piooara to tlie author, June 18, 1880. It i·equired the 
united skill and patience of M. Picoa.rd ancl M. du Mont, cantonal librarian, to 
cleoipber the originals, in French, of M. Allamand's letters. 
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successor of S'Gravesande at Leyden, and afterwards president 
of the University in that city. . 

A few years after the consecration of Frarn;ois Allamand, m 
1732, some unfortunate family circumstances caused him to reside 
abroad some years. He passed nearly eight years in Fra11ce, 
Holland, and perhaps in Germany, as governor, man of letters, 
pastor, and even, it appears, as political agent. It was during 
his sojourn in France in 17 44 that he wrote the 'Lettre sur Jes 
Assemblees des Religionnaires en Languedoc,' of which Gibbon 
speaks, and which made a great noise among the French 
protestants. Returning to Vaud in 17 49, he was pastor in 
succession at Ormont-dessus, at Bex, and from the year 1764 at 
Oorsier, near Vevey. After unsuccessfully contending for a 
chair of theology at Lausanne in 17 51 and 17 61, and for a pro­
fessorship of philosophy at Berne in 1752, he was in 1773 
appointed to the chair of Greek and of Ethics in the Academy 
of Lausanne. He was rector of the Academy from 1775 to 
1778, and died April 3, 1784. The Academy has perl1aps 
counted few professors so distinguisheu by intellect, science, and 
the power of interesting his audience; and one can only regret 
that he arrived so late at the position of professor, and that he 
wrote so little. 

Besides the Lettre, etc., above mentioned, he was the author 
of two able and witty pamphlets : ' Pensees Antiphilosophiques' 
(La Haye, 17 51 ), answering Diderot's ' Pensees Philosopbiques' ; 
and 'L'Anti-Bernier, ou Nouveau Dictionna.ire de ThCologie' 
(1770), a polemic against d'Holbach's ''Iheologie Portative, 
ou Dictionnaire abrege de la Religion Ohretienne.' His 
unpublished manuscripts comprise fourteen volumes of ser­
mons (1748-1773): 'Harmonies et Paraphrase de l'Histoire 
Evangeliqne;' 'Plan d'Etudes; ' and five volumes of frag­
ments. 

Allamand ably turned against the Encyclopmdists the arms 
they thought they alone had the right or the address to use. 
After having read his writings, one can understand that Voltaire 
should hold his j udgment in the highest honour. It is well known 
that when the Patriarch of Monrion and Ferney had given a 
pamphlet to the public he invariably asked, 'Do you know what 
Allamand says of it?' 
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The two letters of Allamand to Gibbon, published in the 
latter's Miscellaneous Works, contain a remarkable criticism 
upon the 'sensualism' of Locke's philosophy. Dugald Stewart, 
in his 'General View,' eulogises him higl1ly, and translates one 
of Allamand's letters in his second volume. 

Psofi ssor Vuilleumier wrote to me October 6, 1879 : •.A.a 
to tltejudgment which Gibbon pass d upon .Allamaud, it must 
be snid that if on one aide be exaltea him beyond measure in 
callin.g him " a genius that might have enlightened or deluded 
the world," on the other he wl'onged him by treating him ns a 
sceptio, preo,ching to his !lock thb1gs he did not beli ve. WitJi­
out douLt the orthodoxy of Albmand was not irreproachable; 
and his turn of mind, his dialectic virtuosity, drew him on too 
often to the dangerous play of sustaining in a discussion both 
the 1HO and the can of the question. But nothing in his printed 
works, or in his manuscripts in the Cantonal Library, can justify 
the grave charge of his admirer.' 

The series of letters from J'vI. Allamand, which are now 
printed for the first time, is a valuaLle example of the ideas of a 
class of men in the Church in the last century, whose minds were 
so influenced by superior human intellectuality as to lead them 
to give forth micertain sounds on various principles involved in 
Chrisfomity. Allamancl being brought into relations with 
Voltaire, was led at times to utterances quite at variance with 
his published writings; so much so, that here and there we 
are lec1 to ask, Was this man a Christian or a sceptic ? Yet 
though so entirely under the spell, he nevertheless felt impelled 
by his conscience now and then to urge upon Voltaire the 
desirability of examining the Gospel for its value and usefulness, 
and not for the sake of finding fault. 

Voltaire's genius was more brilliant than profound. His 
self-esteem alone ·was sublime. As a fighter against tyranny, 
either under religious, judicial or political forms, he was an 
element of good, am1 this portion of his work will remain. 
The ideas of justice which he formulated have borne am.ple 
fruit. His fight against that iJerverted portion of what is 
called religion which ifJ tlie creation of man and not of God, 
was a wholesome fight. It was one which compelled the 
leaders of religion of every sect to moderate their passions, 
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and to endeavour to imitafo, at least faintly, the teachings of 
Our Lord. 

One feature in Voltaire's character ' covers a multitude of 
sins.' When his anger or prejudices were not aroused and 
bis sympn,t,hies were appealed to, his charity was unlirnitel1. 
His correspom1ence abounds with evidence of this fact, and 
the letters I give also illm1trate it. I have examined hundreds 
of unpublished communications addressed to him during his 
long life, cont.aining appeals from every quarter of the globe 
and from persons of every possible condition. In many of 
these cases the requests were more than met, and it is sad to 
reflect that one who possessed such a persuasive and fascinat­
ing intellect and such frequent generous impulses, should have 
devoted himself to the futile attemvt of pulling up Christianity 
by the roots. His efforts proc1ucec1 incalculable misery and 
destroyeJ the faith of thousands; but the reaction has set in, 
am1 even in his own country among the mass of the people 
there is a revival of religious thought and aspiration. 

'rhe longer one lives and the more one's experience increases, 
the smaller a1Jpear the men whom humanity has called great, 
and the more overwhelmingly immense appear the universe, 
its Ituler, anll His manifestation in the form of the Son of 
Man, who has given to the world a perfect plan of redemption 
and a hope of eternal happiness. What are the dry husks 
which such men as Voltaire have to offer to their deluded 
followers? Voltaire shrivels into nothingness beside the meek 
and lowly figure of Our Saviour ! 

M. Allamand, who was at this time pastor of Bex, and after­
wards the correspondent and friend of Gibbon, writes to Voltaire, 
February 17, 1755: 

'I feared, what has come to pass, that those gentlemen of 
Geneva would take possession of you. Even though St. Jean 
had not been for sale, the efforts of those gentlemen would 
have placed it at your disposal. I know then· zeal in such 
a matter. We are too cold, either from want of warmth or 
from want of that self-sufficiency which Geneva possesses. In 
fact, it is very true, Sir, that that town is more furnished with 
comforts (f:l<~di;c) than all ours together; there is more money 
and all of that which attracts; and although its Academy is 



138 HISTORIC STUDIES IN 

only like that of Lausanne, a manufactory of ministers, there i;~ 
more culture of all kinds and a greater choice among their 
men of letters. Our country, however, thinks that it has the 
atlvantage in the fact that its good society is better because 
its politeness is imported, but I fear that this is pure prejudice, 
and a prejudice which turns against itself. :Finally, the 
Genevese have done well. Who would not have done as much 
in their place? I envy them, but I c1o not complain of them, 
for if I dicl my complaints would be unjust. 

'And after all, who knows if the purchase of Monrion will 
not take place ? In that case, we shall have you from time to 
time, am1 this will always be more than we deserve. I h:we 
here a friend, who is also the friend of M. Panchauc1,1 am1 who 
will write to him to-morrow asking him to set a reasonable 
price on this property, in on1er that those of your friends who 
know the place may not have reason to disgust you with it ; 
and suggesting thnt his name shall figure with yours in the 
c1eec1 of sale, and that it will also survive at lVIonrion in your 
Memoirs. Thorough merchant though he be, this will touch 
him, or else I shall notify him that I will cause him to be 
written against for a month in the " Journal Hclvetique." 

'Apropos, Sir, of this Journal, Geneva and N eucMtel at 
least support it. The Pays de Vaud does nothing for it as 
far as I know, except that the marginal notes are from the 
editor, who compiles it at Berne. I have read in one of theso 
notes tlrnt you have badly chosen your time to judge ns to 
the beauty of our country, but that until the spring and 
autumn which will show you our country as it renlly is, a great 
poet like you will understand how to cover the snow and the 
ice with flowers. This made me laugh, but in fact the note is 
right, since you have c1iRcovered the beauties of St. Jean so 
long before its f&te-c1ay, which would have been the proper 
time to see it. 

' You will take this as n little teazing, and it is true that 
a fit of spitefulness has come over me, and that I have need of 
the friendly words of a letter from you to appense it. Surely, 
Sir, I would avail myself of your most gracious invitation if 

1 Panchaud is mentioned in George Doyvorclun's Diary, and became Voltaire'B 
banker. 
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it were possible, even at the risk of weakening a too favourable 
prejudice which I should always have the consolation of having 
created. How many less sweet pleasures vanish still more 
rapidly! At this moment the cold weather and the distance 
would not have prevented me from knocking at your door, 
if I were not confined by constant duties to my parish until 
after Easter. I have ten services each week, ancl no nssistant. 
How can I appear to you anything more than I really am, 
a poor village cure r 

' But when you see me face to face you will find that that is 
all that I am, for nature and fortune were unwilling to do Letter 
for me, except thnt the first took the precaution to regulate my 
ambition by my talents; that of being loved by you, which 
greatly surpasses them, does not fail to enter and abide in my 
heart; but either your kindness is much ilattered in your works, 
or you will not disdain the simplicity of a clrnracter which is not 
good through stupidity, for it seems to me that with more mind 
it would be still better. Moreover, Sir, I ought to have some 
little credit in advance with you, by whom my brother hnd the 
honour to be known and loved nt Leyden, where he is now pro­
fessor in the place of his master, the late M. S'Gravesande. 
He made, in fact, some efforts to draw me to that country, 
and to plnce in my hands the ed11cntion of the young Prince 
Stadtholder; but I have had experience of these little courts. 
'l'hey resemble our lakes, which are not the less tempet>tuous 
because they are not oceans. I do not want nny more such 
experiences. 

' Lately he begged me to accept the chair of M. Le Clerc, 
which the Armininns would have given me. I still refused, 
because, heretic for heretic, I love quite as much the brend of 
Calvin as that of nnother, and my peasants will not be embar­
rassed if their 1iberty springs from indifference or from spon­
taneity, provided that I declare them to be predestined to salva­
tion wh·en they keep the 'l'en Commandments. Necessnrily, my 
brother holds himself aloof from me on account of these ref·usals, 
and I have not heard a word from him for the last two months. 
:Finally, in on1er that he may not make further propositions to 
me, I intend to send him a copy of your letter. Shall I quit 
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my country when the illustrious Voltaire arrives in it, who does 
not disdain my respect for him? 

'But I am talking too much of myself. Your goodness 
ennobles me in my own eyes, and, being praised by you, with 
what else can I be filled but ideas of myself? I shall be charmed, 
Sir, if the pleasure of your new purchase shall favourably 
influence your health; for the health of great men may fail as 
well as that of others. The satisfaction of Mme. Denis must 
Le also a pleasure to you. How I would love our hills, om 
lakes, even Geneva, if they should a11gment the satisfaction of 
a lady of Paris, who cannot belong to you without having the 
right to make the rules of taste, and if she does not regret 
corning among us ! 

' You are thinking of V evey ! 
house there ! It would make me 
leagues from that place. 

Oh, Sir, you will not buy a 
too happy, for I am only six 

' You have here a very Epistolania. What is to be done? 
Why should I send you blank paper? But I pray you, with 
clasped hands, to accept my excuses, and never make any to 
me. If you only knew how much a page of writing dictated 
and signeu by you is worth to me, you would understand that 
to receive one frequently is absolutely essential for the existence 
of perfect contentment between your soul and mine. 

'I have the honour to be, more than anyone in the world, 
your very humble and very obedient servant, 

' ALLAMAND, Pastor at Bex.' 1 

Allamanc1 once more to Voltaire from Bex, March 17, 17 55 : 
' T am charmed that you have secured Monrion, only I wish 

that it was a purchase concluded rather than a simple lease. 
But this is unjust, and I acknowledge it. You do wisely in 
sounding the ground before engaging yourself. As soon as you 
are there I will ask of you, Sir, the permission to go thither and 
present my respects to you; and whenever that permission 
shall he given I will go as often as I am able to get away from 
here. But have no fear. My chain is very short, it binds me 

1 'l'his 11nd the succeecling letters of Allamand in this chapter are from the 
unpublished collectious of Mme. Be1·gier of L11usauue, iu the bauda of M. 
Bergier flls. 
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instead of discretion. It would accommodate me g1·eatly to 
have a charge somewhat nt'arer. \'\Tith time the thing will 
become possible : but let us make the best of it. You might 
create one at Monrion, which is between two pretty hamlets, 
where there is none. I will preach to you like Barbette. You 
Rhall eat as many omelets during Lent as will please you, and if 
I find that the Communion bre~d is neither fish nor flesh, we 
will regale ourselves, both of us, in your house. 

'In the meanwhile, Bex is not so frightful as yon may think. 
It is true that a good part of my flock is quartered among the 
rocks, whither only they, the chai:nois, and myself, could climb; 
but the principal village is in the plain at the foot of a beautiful 
mountfl,in covered wiLh a vineyarc1 whose wine, as you may 
imagine, is delicious to drink. Six hundred paces away in front 
of me I have another mountain, which is not less than 8,000 feet 
in height, and from whence thirty families come each Sunday to 
demarnl of me the road to Heaven. I point it out to them in a 
church of the earliest Gothic-the only one, with a single 
exception, of such antiquity in the country ; but I think the 
pastoral house is older. To my right flows the RhUne, along 
the base of another chain of mountains, which you can see 
whenever you please. Placed at the height of 2,000 feet above 
the sea, they :i.re possibly on a level with the Peak of Teneriffe. 
Taking this into consiuemtion, and remembering that I have a 
flock who at times strnggle boc1y to body wit.h the bears, if Bex 
were written Bey, as your secretary will have it, and if it were 
not so far away from you, why should I not say Nnllns in orlw loc11s 
Baii:S prcclw:at a'nWJn1'.8? As for my functions, I have no c;i.use 
for complaint. Every m:i.n hae his folly. Ours is to think that 
a minir;ter can create in his pnri;;h what the sun creates in his 
dominions-light and hent. 'fhe compnrison is Battering, but 
they are nearly all the fees of our livings; nnd, after all, is it 
not tnrn tlrn1; light and heat are needed fur the moral world 
as well as for the other? And who woulJ undertake to give 
them to the peasants if God had forgotten to make the bmins 
which devote their vanity to it? ·what I need is, I confess, an 
hour's conversntion every clay. By Clint of shining for others I 
myself am becoming ext.inguisheu ; and, for the want of someone 
from whom I might rekindle my fire, I feel too well thn.t in a 
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little time I shall be an encrusted sun. 
is this feeling which causes me anxiety. 
appear with the rest. 

What can one do ? It 
Perhaps it will dis-

' I have known Mme. de Bentinck by reputation for a very 
long time. She was not in Holland when I passed through 
there, and I would be charmed to make her acquaintance in 
this country. She was in correspondence for a house near 
Vevey, but I hear that she now decides for I1ausanne. I am 
very happy on your account. This lady is 1.iaid to be very 
amiable: and this accursed sex which lost us the terrestrial 
paradise recreates it wherever it wishes, and with it the tree 
and serpent it took away. 

'The Genevese say they are about to publish a beautiful 
edition of your works, and also one of those of M. de Montes­
quieu. I have not yet found time to read carefully " L'Esprit 
des Lois." I have only gone through it cursorily, and venture 
to whisper in your ear the question, Does this book merit all its 
reputation ? I have read in sheets and at one sitting the first 
edition of" Le Siecle de Louis XIV."-a book which is to other 
books what the century of Louis XIV. is to other centuries. I 
have just received the Frankfort edition, with its impertinent 
notes, and your supplement. Those who have sent out this fire­
ship against you must be really ashamed of it. I wish I had 
known it in time. I would have had it sunk to the bottom by 
a student in philosophy. As for you, Sir, you have done this 
desperate reptile too much honour, and it is almost with vexa­
tion that I recall on this occasion the beautiful lines from the 
preface of " Catalina " : 

Et l'aigle, tout couvert de ce sang odieux, 
Le rejette en fureur, et plane an hant des cieux. 

' One little word, if you please, about your health. You 
have made a tour to Lausanne, where you lodged at the feet of 
the bells, but I will wager that your slightest word made 
more sound than they. I shall be enchanted if you were 
contented with this town, which is an imperial and equestrian 
city.' 

He indulges in the following amusing discourse from Bex, 
Jnne 20, 1755, to Voltaire at Les Delices: 

' Pascal said that a good Christian ought to be ill. If this 
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is so, behold me, Sir, in a state of grace like yourself; I have 
a proof of my state in a strong inflammation which has seized 
me by the two ears, the teeth, and the throat, without counting 
the fever which does not believe a man ill in due form unless it 
takes part in his malady. And what adds to the merit is, that 
I got this in doing my duty, which is to visit in April and May 
the different quarters of my parish. There are spots, as you 
know, which are above the middle region, and there, instead of 
the soft rain which refreshes the earth, I found snow and bitter 
cold. A voyage to Lausanne in the midst of the heat of the 
torrid zone following this, made the evil worse, and for the last 
three weeks I have not appeared in the pulpit, and that is 
sufficient to say of a minister for whom it is scarcely less 
essential to preach than to live. Consequently I can no longer 
rest, and if I am not dead the day after to-morrow I shall 
preach on the repose of the Sabbath. While recommending it 
I shall be violating it ; but priests are always privileged, and 
they sometimes extend it to the whole Decalogue. In the 
meantime and to renounce at a single blow every treatment, I 
return to-day to my life and pleasures in writing to you ; but 
as I am perhaps doing this in an access of fever, I do not hold 
myself responsible for what may happen. Do not look too 
closely, if yon please. It seems to me, nevertheless, that I am 
not dreaming, and I even find my brain more free with you, as 
if the illness had lessened the distance which I see between 
you and me when I am ill. At present it is as if we were of 
the same species and of the same academy. I acknowledge 
that the thing would be clearer if, observing for example the 
same stars, we were in correspondence on the subject, so 
that I might thus regain that equality in the sky which is 
wanting to me on earth. But poor people do what they can, 
and not having a telescope, I have this in common with you, 
the usage of a syringe. Mine is of pewter, and yours perhaps 
of silver if the remedies operate better. 0 those good times 
in the Age of Iron ! But do not underrate that Age of Gold 
when syringes were not needed-I was about to add, nor 
doctors, if the amiable merit of the illustrious M. Tronchin had 
not come to the front. My .ATisculapius, for I also have one, 
holds the same position with _regard to yours as I do to you, 
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and nothing is more just; in spite of this I shall not die a1iy 
the sooner; and here is a point (as a general rule, certain) that 
I should like to understand, namely, .Although the Faculty 
has so often changed its system and its practice, it appears that 
there never has been more or less death in the world. .Another 
thing to know: Is a patient of our calibre subject to the same 
series of painful and anxious sentiments in the same malady as a 
patient of ordinary composition ? If it is so, this comparison is 
not far from rendering to us, in fact, a part of that equality 
which the difference of talents removes from us. If not, it 
would happen that the great man and the fool would remain as 
such on the stool, as elsewhere, and it would be a fresh loss for 
the preachers from whom all commonplaces escape one after 
the other. But I am not at the end of .my questions. In my 
quality of preacher I expose and announce many remedies for 
the soul; M. Tronchin gives his to the body, and it is not 
doubtful that he has succeeded better with himself and his 
patients; but I am anxious to be told why, in this century 
where the body and the soul are one, it is as rare as in the pre­
ceding that a remedy for the one should be also a remedy for 
the other. If the root of evil, like that of sickness, is in the 
blood, as I have just said, after having laughed at the .Ancients 
who did not understand any other kind of wit, whence comes it 
that what acts upon this common source does not affect the two 
branches at the same time, and that ass's milk, for example, 
while cooling a woman's blood, does not render her character 
more uniform and more docile? .At our first interview, Sir, 
you must edify me upon these questions and many more, for it 
is not simply by making verses that you are the Magnus .Apollo 
of the eighteenth century. 

'I should perhaps have already slept at my uncle's if it had 
not been for my indisposition, for if it had been more manage­
able I should have been greatly tempted to go from Lausanne 
to Les Delices. The flattering expressions of your last letter 
would have authorised me to do so, and I shall avail myself of 
the permission some day ; but it is without hope of finding 
Mme. de Bentinck near you ; I am told that she prefers 
Neuchatel to this country. My imagination, which you laugh 
at, will not be less at her service there than elsewhere, but 
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imagination is not wanting in that little town, which it is said 
is our Gascony. 

'I have also been told that in spite of workmen, sickness, 
and remedies, you have on the loom something very obliging 
for Switzerland. It is quite natural that it should be awaited 
with impatience, and my anxiety is great to see how you will 
treat the subject so as to praise us, after having so well 
succeeded in depicting us. It is not that the thirteen Can­
tons are not very commendable, and that a heart like yours 
does not find opportunities everywhere for commendation 
without committing yourself; but if your muses regard 
this nation through the same laughing perspective as is 
visible from St. Jean, they risk flattering it, just as they would 
do it an injustice if only looked upon at the rocks of Uri and 
the culottes of Schwytz. vVe must let you do as you please, 
you will always come off with glory to yourself; if we are as 
successful, what a fete after six thousand years of humiliation ! 
The occasion would be worthy of a colossal fete in your honour 
from the highest mountains, and capable of lasting as long as 
your works. .As for my sentiments, there will be an end to 
them when I am ended, but until then I shall be, with the 
strongest passion and with all the extent that you will do me 
the honour to suffer,' &c. 

.Allamand at Bex, to Voltaire at Tournay, .August 20, 17 59 : 
'I saw, Sir, with transport those three demi-wings on 

your seal. Some one who came from Nyon has said that you 
were very ill, and that even worse news was on foot. 'l'his 
"worse," at least, was not true on Thursday, since on that day 
you yourself wrote. May God be blessed ! It is not that I 
believe you to be in dread of '' the great Perhaps," but you will 
find it at the age of Messieurs de Fontenelle and St . .Aulaire, 
just as at present, and it will always be too soon for this poor 
corner of a tourbillon, where Voltaires do not come in pairs. 
This is, however, the second alarm which you have given me 
during the last three years. I forgave you the first, which was 
rather a serious one; but three years after, in 1759, when one 
has played CEdipe in 1718, it gives a terrible extra hold to 
gossip and fear. Your letter has given me too much pleasure 
not to thank yon for it in the first place. t3till, since the joys 

VOL. II. L 



146 HISTORIC STUDIES IN 

of this world are never other than lesser sorrows, you are not 
as w n o.s yon ought to be. But, sadn ss aside, and if it is 

t .. 1.-t you have been at one time or another so near the 
rue ltlill h · d I! 

t might I venture to ask you news of the ot er s1 e, ior 
ga e, "bl 
I do not doubt that you would look us far ahead as you poss1 y 

could. 
Or <;-a done sur la sombre rive, 
Dites, monsieur, qu'avez-vous vu? 
Qui, de li'L, vous a dit: 'Qui vive ?' 
Et vous, qu'avez-vous repondu? 
Du noir chenil contre qui jappe 
Plus uprement le triple chien? . 
Est-ce contre Pelage, ou Luther, ou Somn 
Au guichet de la basse trappe 
Qui repond? le Suisse du Pape 
Ou la servante de Calvin? 
A. qui fait-on plus secl;~ :nine 
Dans l ' infernale Inqms1tion? 
Est-ce a l'Mresie routine, 
A la folle superstition, 
A l'hypocrite devotion, 
Ou bien au vice qui domine, 
Par la cave, ou par la cuisine, 
Ou par le vase anti-Giton? 
Et dans les plaines Elysees 
De nos saintes billevesees 
Comment parlent les bienheureux? 
Sur quels t alons danse l'Eglise, 
Est-elle en robe, ou en chemise, 
Par quel bout s'y cassent lea mufs? 
Plutot du h !Jros de la. Spree, 
De Leipsig, de Zorndorff, de Prague et de Breslo.u, 
Et de la Marche rassuree 
Que disent Charles douze et Bereuclau? 

I would like just as much to know the opinion of Luxembourg 
and of Villars, but one asks what one can and not what one 
wishes. There would also be a little question to put as to what 
Arminius said, who had not received much news from the banks 
of the Visurgis since the blow that he struck now almost 
eighteen hundred years ago ; but I do not like these battles at 
all which do nothing but kill people and make sugar dear. A 
bu~dle of celery has passed between the legs of the little 
ensign whom I had taken the liberty to recommend to you, and 
he has had the prudence not to put his foot upon it. 

'As for wit I wish I had enough of it to give you a good 
opinion of the' use I shall make of it in my corner .. Alas! 
Sir, I employed it by dispensing with any better, mstead 
of having only sufficient to imagine it. Still, I have a great 
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deal more than I ever dared to pretend. The honour of being 
flattered by the same hand that wrote the " Henriade " and 
''Brutus," I would not give that for all the literary knighthoods 
of Germany. When I was fifteen years of age, the late 
M. de Crousaz, our great man of that time, found that I had 
g od sense, and you find that I have wit when I am fifty. 
rrovided t hat the wit has not made my good sense disappear 
in smoke it ie as unique for a minister of Bex as it is for a 
g reat seignior to hold to the three forms of slavery, without 
wearing either the robe of one or the chain of the other two. 
Unfortunately, good sense and wit do not make geniuses in 
Switzerland, nor anywhere else I believe, when it is spread over 
too many things, and this is what has happened to me. But 
do not suspect me, if yon please, of trying to shine in my 
l tters to you. When I o.pplymyself to the task I am animated 
by a s ntiment of joy ; you will explain it as you please, if it 
deserves an expla1111tion, but this gaiety is all my little Apollo, 
and Injustci viresr:,imt gmmina. If it is wit so much the better. 
Should not a rockery be arranged in a grotto ? Of precious 
stones I have hardly any except those I take from you; but it 
is true that, having myself alone to please, I try to decorate 
my jewel-case only with those of the first water. Everywhere 
else imitation stones would suit me ; here I should have no use 
for them. 

'I see, moreover, Sir, that it is your apparel which is, 
to your mind, only an ass's skin, and that you laugh at the 
figure I shall cut in it ; but each situation has its sequence of 
ideas, and reason is to be found everywhere. I wish you could 
have heard me on St. J ames's Day explain the Sta sol of Joshua 
(without spoiling the sphere), and make our peasants weep over 
the miseries of Germany withou1; cursing the authors of them. 
Believe me, Sir, these public lessons of reason and huma­
nity, which have not been taken into consideration since 
J esus Christ, ought to be of some value, and I am persuaded 
that without us other preachers, everything would still be wild 
in this country. That would please M. J. J. Rousseau, but 
neither you nor me. That man finds in culture of mind every 
evil which it is capable of curing, and which it only brings to 
the light for the same purpose as tilth brings the tares to the 
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surface of the soil, in order that they may be burned by the 
sun in the zenith of its power. 

Rrno age, to1·rn.s 
Fortes invertant tauri, gleb~sque jacentes 
Pulverulenta coquat maturis soli\Jns restas ; 

Officiant lrntis ne frugibus herbrn. 

It remains to be seen whether our word, which is cert~inly that 
of God when it is worthy of Him and useful to man, is really a 
good means of cultivation. Why not? Dung and ashes are 

used for it with success. 
Ne saturaro fimo pingni pudcat sola, neve 
Effcetos cinerem immundum jactare per agros. 

But it is better than that, and it is only necessary to knead 
truth in such a manner as to make it pass through all the holes 

of the screw-plate. . . . . 
'I admire the Bible from a pomt of view which you chd not 

susp et; it is like matter in which God has placed, for the use 
nd pro.-0tice of ach century, everything which the culture of 

:hat century and that place may be able to draw from it, from 
wooden spoons to a bronze horse. T~us, the wise men have 
been able to make systems, as the Kmg and Graham make 
watches or as one harnesses the fleas at Nuremberg; but 
they wo~ild not be able to make the Bible, just as we do not 

make wood or metals.' 
Allamand writes from Bex, Janu::i.ry 5, 17G4, to Voltaire at 

Tournay: . . 
'Oh, Sir, how fine, good, and excellent a thmg is your 

"Treatise on Toleration." 1 I have just read it, thanks to some 
one who well knows what I need, who sent it to me on Monday 
under the seal of secrecy, and to whom I had to return it on the 
following Monday-as you see, allowing me only one Sunday. I 
read it, however, almost in the pulpit. It reawakened all.m_Y 
sentiments for you. Were they then dormant? No, but it IS 

such a long time since this poor and ill-favoured cure of Bex had 
receive<l anything from that golden pen which should no longer 
write anything except for religion and humanity, because religion 
and humanity alone merit such a pen of which they have so great 

need. 

I TrniM S1lr la TolJrancc, a l'occasion de la mart de Jean Galas, 1763. 
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'I c1id not foil to learn, Sir, what you have done for the 
Calus, 1 anc1 your efforts in their favour caused me all the moro 
to shed teal's of d lio-ht b cause t)ris frightful histoi·y made me 
shudder with consternation. You do not, however, mention l\ 
single word of wha·t you ho.ve doi1e for this fomily whose rr()lo has 
beooma, through y u, the foremost 1·r.ilo of he day. This silence 
is the first .indication by which I recognised yon, for your name 
was not menti ne<l ; and, dazzled by the oircumstunces, I did not 
pa.y att niio1 to the style or 01·thography of the book. I am 
tolil that you do not wish the matter to be referrecl to y t 1 for 
the Ten.son that was sent to you fi· m Lang11 doc on February 20. 
I will , therefoTe, not spea.k of it, if I au remain silent. 

'Tiut tell me, Sir, on the supposition that the Supreme 
Olllloil does not give entire justice, will not an appeal b rnatl 

fom a.1ly to all i;he sovereign tribunals of T1lu_r pa, ve.o t;o the 
Diva.u ? Will they not be callec1 upon to ptonoun,oe n decjeion, 
in th ir snpel'-judicinJ. capacity, of theh own acoo1·d, and mo.ke a. 
ol mu protest agninat ·t;his horror of the eigl1to n.th oeutury ? 

You will do ns yo11 pl ase; buti this "Treatise on Toleration"­
I do not say, unique of its kind or in this particular case, but 
unique because there is only one M. de Voltaire in the world­
this Treatise will remove the stains of the infamy for ever from 
our age, and will for ever make intolerance-monstrum hor­
rendnm [informe ], ingens, c1li lumen aderrvptum-the execrable 
ridicule of the anti-Christian world. 

' I must acld that; there is l:l. good deal of maJiciousne.ss in it, 
ai'cl L 1'6 and tlmr o. few inja.stio s which could l11)ruly scape 
me, wh a.111 nccustomed to 1· ad oui• Scl'iptur s in th original, 
and wl10 live by my pr·ofession-well 01· ill-interpreted. BLLt I 
pardon everything to the sacr d fir · of hu.mo.uity which devmrrs 
you. Nor do think that a hig Swiss would have dogma.tie r.1 

1 Among the lettars to Mme. do Doobnt upon tho death ot .ho~ haslmml was 
,pno froru the wifo 0£ M. cla V6gollro-oelobrnted for his dcrlence of Otllas ancl 
hlR enlistmenb of Volt.n:iro iu l)ehall of Lho viotims. '.Cha f01·ty.iluoa 1m­
publlRhed o.utogmph letters o·f Voltn.il'o Lo Vegohre on this sulijoot, and ~h 
sovouty-tbree m1pliblishe<l 11utogr11pb lettors ofVoltmni to Bo.coll uelong ~o Lbe 
author, forming n. sapnmtc oolleo~on . J fi!an Oale.s, morobnnt, o! 'l'oulous , W!IS 
nccuAed of 11(1.vbig strangl d his son in 1761, from his aversion io Cl dewgu whfob 
Lho young mnn bad tormerl of nbj1uirig tho t 1·otoatllllt 'fcliglon and Lurning 
Ca.thoJio. Fro wns b;ol1on n.llve on the wheel, Ma.rc.h 9, 1762. '.J111 is tl'llgio 
ov nt atoueed so muoh feeling a.nd enlisted to auoh 11 cl groo thomo15t pow odu l 
voice11 aucl pens, that iL beoamo n. anlimll. tioinL in Lho l.118t0J•yo£tbo last cou~u1•y. 
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the matter more weightily. He would have distinguished private 
religion instituted to conduct every one to Paradise, from state 
religion instituted to be the bond of conscience. He would have 
said that no one had anything to do with the first, because it is 
my affair and of no one else whether I go to Paradise perpendi­
cularly, diagonally, or in a cycloidal manner; just as it is my 
affair, and not that of the Inquisition, whether I eat white bread 
or black bread ; because the high-roads ought to be free for him 
who pays his taxes and seeks to slander no one, and beca1rne the 
high-road to Paradise ought to be under the same jurisdiction as 
that of Paradise itself. As for state religion, it is doubtless the 
affair of the state with which it terminates, because that which is 
necessary to strengthen its bond ought not to depend on each 
individual's caprice. My Swiss would also have submitted that 
the Credo of public religion is easy to form, for it ought to con­
tain only the articles of faith necessary to serve for a foundation 
to and motives of civil virtues in the cases where civil law has 
not sufficient authority. Finally, he would perhaps have added 
that the Gospel has only private religion in view; and that Jesus 
Christ and His Apostles, who nowhere infer the existence of 
Christian Powers, thus allow the State full liberty to take from 
the Gospel all that is necessary to the State and to abandon the 
rest to the faithful. From all this he would have concluded that 
the rule for toleration is, to dismiss to private religion (the reli­
gion of the faithful) everything which is indifferent to public 
religion (the religion of the citizen). 

' But how annoying and how cold all this cavilling is in com­
parison with the leai:;t of the twenty-five chapters [of the "Trea­
tise on Toleration"]! Pray, Sir, send them to me before they are 
burnt, for they mu~t certainly come to that, Pwrve, nee invideo, 
sine me liber ibis in ignem ; unless the flames of the Palace are 
pure enough to respect the book. Let me have it from you, and 
it shall be-like the collection of your works which I already owe 
to your friendship-the secret and continual charm of my soli­
tude; so that I may say: 'l'he illustrious author has given me 
this precious pledge of his benevolence. I should have a fine 
opportunity to formulate for you my warmest wishes for the year 
which is arrived, or new, but make them yourself and I will 
sign. 

VAUD, BERNE, AND SAVOY 151 

'I only wish you were as good a Christian as you deserve to 
be. Believe me, Sir, there is a Christianity which merits your 
study. Do not be angry ; I call him, as others do, a good 
Christian who is such according to my own manner, and true 
Christianity that which I myself find in the New Testament. 
What a fine haul I should then make, if you would bite a little 
at the hook with two or three of your friends, and the Savoyan 
Vicar! 

' You see what it is to live at Bex. One must at least dream 
of something. You will agree, however, that if my dream is a 
fool's dream, it is that of a fool who is a good Christian; and 
that, in offering you a key to the Kingdom of Heaven, I make 
you a handsomer New Year's offering than you yourself, with 
your hundred thousand livres income, could make me. 

'I do not know how to finish with the ordinary formula; it 
is such a wretched one to say how much I esteem you ; and I 
would not like you to reproach me that I have the honour to be, 
with infamous deceit-I who am with so much respect and truth 
a hundred times beyond this, Sir, your very humble and very 
obedient servant.' 

Allamand at Corsier above Vevey, to Voltaire at Ferney, 
July 5, 1768: 

'I have just read and re-read the " Reasonable Counsels to 
M. Bergier," 1 ''The Jesuits expelled from China," 2 and the 
" Profession of Theism." 3 In all these there is nothing new 
except the treatment of the subjects, but this treatment com­
bined with a favourable current of opinion at this moment, 
makes me feel very uneasy about my little cure of Corsier, which 
I have taken so much pains to render agreeable. You see, Sir, 
it is useless for Theism to say that it does not attack our livings ; 
if it attains its ends it is clear that we shall only be incumbents 
in partibus infideliiim. Now the Church can well be purer 
beneath the Cross, but the fact of being purer is not everything 
-item, one must live. If a start is once made to melt down our 
bells, it will not be intended to stop on the road, as was done 

I Oonseils Raisonnables a M. Bergier, pour la Dcfense du Ohristianisme, 
by Voltaire (1768). 

2 Rda'bion du Bannissement des Jesuites de la Chine (l'Emperewr de la 
Chin4 et frh-e Rigolct), by Voltaire (1768). 

• Profession de Foi des Theistes, by Voltaire (1768) 
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nearly 250 years o.go. App tite will coma to som , or has 
already come to them, and wm return to otber s j th y will make 
a clean sweep with you, and a modest midnight meal with us of 
what remains. I t is n t, how v r, tho.t yon do not know the· 
cruel writer [Voltaire J who plays his cards so as to turn us into 
the street. I have a great mind to capitulate to him under your 
mediation. Besides, here I am twelve years older than when 
you rose above our horizon, and I have always at heart that I 
have not yet replied to your obliging invitations. 

'I am therefore resolved not to die, if I see tlie month of 
August go by, without repairing this omission; it is understood 
that I shall not at all put you out, and that we shall be able to 
hold a private council together. 

'I have the honour to be, with the respect and the attach-
ment which you know, etc.' 

Allamand at Corsier above Vevey, to Voltaire at Ferney, 
July 19, 1768: · 

' I thoroughly believe, Sir, that it is one of the views of' our 
George Withers 1 to decry convents and monks ; and if' that 
were all it is clear that instead of' sounding the alarm there 
would be nothing else to do but lend a hand to so thorough a 
Huguenot work. But Aaron and the Lamb, Brother H.igolet, 
the Collection of M. de Montgeron,2 the ruined Pig-Merchant, 
etc.3-are not these at least more than are required if it is only 
a question of' blowing up in their turn the swine of St. Anthony ? 
Do not, however, believe, Sir, that I bristle up a great deal 
aD'ainst other ends which I imagine besides this one. In the 
n~ain, the profession of Theism formally recognises a rewarding 
God, so that it is already in accordance with Hebrew~ xi. 6 ; 
and that reassures me about St. Louis' wicked old woman who 
wished to burn Paradise and drown Hell.4 We can very well do 
without Hell, but let us keep Paradise, even if it is only to laugh 
at, some day of' our present follies, both devout and profane. 

' George Wither, 1588-1667, one of the best of the olcl English po~ts. 
• Louis Dasile Carre de Montgeron, 1686-1754, a French magistrate; 

r1t1thor of La VCrite des Miracles opi!res par l' Intercession du Diacrc P1kis 
1737). . . 1. 

a These arc subjects clealt with in the three works of VoltaHe ment10ncc m 
the prececling letter. . . . . 

• That men might love Goel for Himself.- V:ision of Ino, Bishop of Chartrcs 
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Besides, when I put my hand upon the conscience, and consider 
all the folds and creases of the cassock, I do not doubt that its 
enemies have no good intentions in granting them quarter on 
no point. The cloister is not the only pbce in which abuse and 
wickedness exist; they will he found everywhere and of every 
feather. I would pardon even voluntarily carrying humour anll 
raillery perhaps a little too for, for whose duty is it to reduce his 
neighbour to his proper level ? I merely ask our opponents, 
after having made sufficiently merry at our expense, to return to 
fixed principles, take the matter as seriously as it deserves, and 
not to make so great haste to destroy everything that we shall 
be in peril of'living in the open air for a time. 

'For instance, I see very few articles in the ''Treatise on 
Toleration" and in the ''Reasonable Counsels" to which I am 
not ready to subscribe ; but two lines among others of the 
"Counsels" pleased me very much and seem to me of very good 
augury, taken in connection with the author's intentions; they 
are lines 15 and 16 on page 20. My secret is there. 'rhere is 
doubtless another manner of' establishing Christianity; I felt 
it for a great number of years by so many sure signs, that I 
refuted, more than thirty years ago, Ditton, 1 the argument of 
Sherlock,2 and the preface of his translator, without having 
ceased for a moment being a Christian after my own manner. 
'l'he question would be to see if the author of the ''Counsels" 
and I have met in any other manner of' looking upon the subject, 
or, in two words, if' there would be a means to decide upon and 
execute a plan of universal religion capable of' securing the 
happiness of' the human race, the eternal glory of philosophy, 
without forgetting that of Jesus Christ whose bread we have 
eaten for seventeen hundred years ancl who had assuredly se.ized 
the good idea; for it is not His fault if, after Him, His word has 
Leen macle flesh. 

' On the particular point of toleration, I call to witness these 
words of the "Treatise": Ah, if we wish to irnitrlte Jesus Olwigt, 

1 Humphrey Ditton (1675- 1715), a mathematician of consiclerable eminence; 
also author of A Disconrsc Concerning the Resurrection of Je sus Chr·ist 
(1712). 

" 1rhom1111 Sherlook,D.D. (1678-1761), a celebrated t1ivine; author of many 
thoologiooJ worka, n.11\ong Lhom the work mcntionocl in the text--Tr·ial of the 
Witnu3$C$ of tlM RilS1m·ooH01~ of Jcsiis Christ (172ll). 



154 HISTORIC STUDIES IN 

let us be martyrs and not execiitioners ! Pmy tell me, Sir, has 
any one ever written, ever said, ever thought of anything more 
natural, more noble, {\nd more true? I s there anything more 
sublime in Bossuet? I would have given sixteen quarto volumes 
of the sermons which I have written and preached in exchange 
for this single line. But since I was not predestined to do so, 
I am of opinion at least that a pyramid should be erected in the 
centre of the Christian world, and that this line should be 
engraved upon it in all the tongues of the Pentecost. 

'I am much dismayed, Sir, to see by your letter that you are 
ill. It caused me great fear as to my visit, and I am afraid that 
it is not worth an apothecary's mistake. But perhaps it is 
impossible for the human body to be in good health when it 
possesses a mind which must set fire to the house every day. 
Why do we not keep at your bedside the author of the "'frea­
tise " and the " Counsels " ? He is not ill, or else his malady is 
worth more than the health of others. I would like to know 
some good prayer to cure you, even if it were necessary to leave 
a votive offering in the chapel of the chateau of Ferney. 1 

'You see that I persist in my project since you are quite 
willing to accept it. I feel as I oug!Jt the value of an entire 
letter in your own hand ; but formerly you signed Vale, and it 
was I who had "the honour to be." At present I dare no 
longer use this formula, but I am not with less respect, etc.' 

Allamand at Corsier above Vevey, to Voltaire at Ferney, 
August 19, 1768: 

'Here I am re-established in my parsonage, my head filled 
with Ferney and my heart with its illustl'ious and amiable 
master. Weighed down with the welcome that I received from 
you, I hasten, Sir, to repeat to you my very humble thanks. 

Conservez-moi de grace votre amitie 
(L'amitie d'un grand horome est un bienfait des dieux).• 

'I confess that Lord Bolingbroke 3 made me feel vel'y un-

1 The building remains, with its inscription, 'Dea eroxit Voltaire,' but in 
1879 I ronnd H used as a wine-vault and hay-lolt. 

• 'l'ray preBel·ve me your friendship, for the friendship of a great man is a 
!o.vom: of the gods.' 

' Henry St. John, Viscount Bolingbroke (1678-1751), whose works were 
edited, after his death, by David Mallet (1700 ?- 1765). Mallet is mentioned 
several times in Gibbon's Memoirs as a friend of his father. Gibbon was 
rather scandalised than reclaimed by his philosophy. 
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comfortable. I shall require at least three or four perusals to 
recover from it, and who knows if I shall succeed? Between 
ourselves, .however, I comprehend that he would be more danger­
ous if hewer less passionate, and this passion, which Id test in 

hrieliians always astonishes me in the enemies of Christ ianity. 
For mer y s ak , why and to whl1t purpose do th y lose their 
temper and use insolent language ? Allowance might perhaps 
be ma.de for us who ha.ve ur profession and our livings to 
defend ; but why are the writings of wise m n imbued with so 
much hatred? They say that our anger excites theirs; I under­
stand the remark but am not edified ; what is the use of being a 
philosopher if one does not keep a better mastery over one's self 
than a theologian? (It is also apparent that this nobleman 
speaks of various matters of which he is ignorant until he begins 
to write about them, and this makes him blunder from time to 
time as to the facts.) Well, we shall see what M. Bergier will 
say. As for me, I am awaiting impatiently the packet which 
you had the kindness to promise me, and I am thoroughly 
resolved to read and re-read, with composure and with pen in 
hand, every document of the argument in proper order. What 
will happen ? I do not know, but you can count upon the 
greatest discretion on my part. 

'I have spoken to you of a miscreant who calumniated Jesus 
Christ and his mother. He has made amende honorable in the 
church of his parish; after which he was whipped in the public 
square and taken to the other side of the lake to live as he 
may, provided he does not return again into Switzerland. It is 
true that he was a worthless fellow, but will the matter appear 
in a better light by leaving a woman and four children in the 
direst poV'erty a.ud oov x· d with shame, while he himself is obliged 
to get himself hang d o.t the first gibbet? (I have nlwo.ys a.dmi11 d 
hat tacit cons nt among the Powers of Enrop for tb ex hange 

of their respeclive scoundrels. 1 have often seen you remove 
stones from your garden walks, but you did not throw them into 
your neighbour's garden.) Jesus Christ said that whosoever 
blasphemed against Him might be pardoned, but the ecclesiastic 
de Harlay 1 was not whipped for his reply (which you know) to 

1 Franc;ois de Harlay, Sire de Champvv.llon (1625-1605), e. French prelate 
of questionable morality. 
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the girl wl10 accused .herRelf of being enca i;1.tc by the oprration 
of the Holy Cl1ost; but Derne feared the sprea(1 of tlt e con­
fo,o·ion , which, as yon Ree, has alrem1y rcach,~Ll Urn pc0-npl 1-• .. 
:M~L BolinglJrokc :.tm1 PrClret 1 might well have those stroke1:1 ol' 
the b sh on their conscience. 

'I entertaiu, Sir, the temlercst wi::;hes for your wnlfare , your 
r epose, and. your heal th; lrn t I :.i,m impressed with the cleepe:ot 
compassion for t.he ptttient who lies urn1er your jurisdiction. 
Would that it phJasel1 ,Jesns Christ to mmd l 1y som0 0 110 the 
good new:; to you : Hise 1Jp aml walk! It semmi t hat the lofty 
!'Ou] of the :.tvenger of Cab s :.tnd t.he benefactor of so nrnny 
others would be well worth the working of a unique mintel l1 
which wcrnlL1 conijuer him immedi:iJ, 1ly; lmt the ways of UuL1 
are not our wayH, [lllll altlwugh the l1 oly thorn asto11 iHliec1 nat11ro 
mul eonsoled the Clrnrch, the P. H. was not s::woc1 from destnw­
tion. 

'I have. the hononr to be, wi.tb nn i11viol:tble r c~Rpc1ct arn1 nn 
i n1111ul'l:nl at k1cltnw11t, f:J ir, yo ur very ln11 u1Jle aml very ob lll1ient, 

servant.' 
Albm anr1 at Corsier [lbovc Vevey, to Volt[\ire [\t F erney, 

Decl'rnlJm fl, 17()8 : 
' 'J'he villainous olJ coach must Jrnve carricc1 rny A B 0 ~ on 

to Bemc>., for I received it only t en chys af'l-,er it w:1,1:J c1espatdrn l1 
to me : ana, Sir, rny eyes nrc heavy am1 rcc1 from h :wing fipc111" a 
night in takin g my le:::sson from it, but I am well r epaid hy 1110 
11n i-;pcnlrnlile pl('a.1-mre it has given m e, for which I hasteu to 
rdnrn yo n a thonsm1d tlmnks-with the excepti on, however, 
of that .which concerns t oo nem·ly onr daily hrea(l T did not 
tire in ndmiring th:.tt [lhumlance, tbat clwrm, and tl1 nt rnascnlino 
vi.,om· of a pen whose point must have b em1 worn out hy so 
rn~ny lal>ours. I was [llmm;t saying thltt it is the Pho:mix 
which rises again from its [lsh es, but you are far from your 
aslrns, [111L1 it i8 not a q Lrnstion of being precious when on0 has 
only hac1 [I ta:o t.e of life . Ilow many n ew anc1 tr<:n chm1t th~11 ~s 
there are! I think I see, especially in Oonversatrnns Ill.,\ 11., 

' Allmrnmcl did n ot kn ow he W8,s unjnst to Nic"ln.R F r (·rot (Hl ~B-l 7:1\1) ;_ii ir: 
now pmvr•1l thn-t the fatter by his inrnwn H1;ly len,rnrn1 Wllrlrn clq 11'1vnr11n-d1g1011 
:i.n<l incrniluli tv of some of their st;rong<'st n-rgunw nl.s. 

' T,' A, JJ,' a, on Dia-logncs mtrc ,{, JJ, C, f.m-cl-nit de l 'A nu lais cfo '/i.f. l foc t, 
by VuH11irc (17Gll). 
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IX., X., XI., XIV., certain pieces which can compare f:wonmhly 
with the rn rn>t inunortal of your prose works. It is tl10 A B C 
of :.ill Jl.foral Scion cm;, j nst a!-l the ] 1~leuwnts of N ewt.on were tho 
A B C of Pl1ysical Science, I 1Jelieve, l;ighty yem·s ago. Ah, 
Hir ! why do not so fine a genius in its (k cliu0 occupy it.Eelf 
with making bhe best ad vantage of' the Gospel, which i.n the nrnin 
is in il;s proper place, rather than fin.3 fault with it ? Glory cmd 
succ ss wouk1 be insmec1 on one side and a~er all, that which 
hns been don up to the _pres nt on tb oth r side is laden (s 
it appea,~·s to me) with much peril 1ma little hop . Praiy pardon 
i;his . ffusi n ou account of my extrem · attachment, for y u1 and 
t,11 desire w bich urges me to prov that so fine and so great o. 
p111't of th ar~h hns not lost ilibeen hund1:eu yoors in being 
Christian. 

'There are various trnits in therm Conversations, even in t.li e 
most adv11n eu, to which yo u would fJ e me n.gree withont diffi­
culty; I nm n t at 1111 frighten a, f01· instanc , n.t th ternil;y 
of the worlcl such tlB you xponnd it. r.rbe t rnilJ-y of matt ·r 1111,s 

u.lways np1 erLreu 0 mo certain. I am llSSlU' a tJrn.t the Scriptnres 
coutt·ailict n ither th on nor the othl'll'1 and roy friends saw a 
long time ago a pamphrm;e of the firnt chapter of Genet>is wl1ich 
appearec1 t o them simple and natural, nnJ from which it wouk1 
r efmlt tlrnt ]\roses had in view the creation of nothing , Lut simply 
a ],ind of chi[lr:rnce of the surface of this earth. On a nurn 1Je.r 
ol: fad s, c1ogmas arnl maxims, you would flrnl our writers of tlio 
Olcl and N ow Testament more tra •tii,ble than you might tl1ink, 
and aLove all much more tt·nctabl tJmn we other theologians. 
We lire th erefore 110arer changing wine into water than water 
into wine. In the enc1, I im:tgine th[\t you would not jn<lge the 
Bible to be unworthy of giving t o the human mce that which it 
n eeds as to religion. Provided Pliidia8 has a block of nmrhk1, 
wlmt nrnttlws i t if it is only one block-he will rnanagl~ to 
cm·ve out of it hi:-; Minerv:.i. 'J'he question i:; not wl.i r:thm· 
the block is without a scratch, but whether we hnvo 011r1 
more t>.11tire. 

'I have, Sir, in fact , a great rnirn1 t o furh if;h up all my knnw­
ledge upon thes t, :XVI. Conversations, mu1 av,~ngc~ n1yHelf u pun 
your raillm·y by writing you an epi :-; tl(~ anc1 a l1nlf on each; hut 
you have better thingfl to UU than rcml f:IO 111UCh IlOl'l l:leUC:C, arnJ 
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feast dftys and catechumens are approaching when I shall want 
quite a different A B C. 

' We have heard that the Czarina 1 hn,J been put in prison ; 
then the news wrui contradicted. I do not like women who give 
t1Jeil· husbo.nds too s -vere colics, but I would pardon her a good 
deal if she sncce c1 a in opening all the har ms of ConstaJ.lti­
nople, sending Mustapha 2 back to Nicreni [Izn ek ], and reani­
mnting th Peloponnesus, even if it were nee ssary to s nd J eau 
Jacques [Rouss au] to i·evivify Sparta. and the Jesuits to re­
cstabJiah Athens. W e sho,ll see when all is finished in l ola11d 
if it wonld nob hav been better to soften the lot of the Dissidents 
by degr es, instead of giving th ulo.rm at one blow to the nation, 
by wishing to cnrry everything away ltt the .fit·st bound by force. 
'J.'his system of " by d gr B" is of S rvice to the man Who has 
no courage to sell; the proverb says tbat prudence is t.he virtue 
of cowards ; but it is better to be 11 coward than it is to be dead, 
especially if there is not another life. 

'I have the honour to be, with my eternal respect, Sir, your 
very humble and very obedient servant.' 

CHAPTER CXI 

IN my coll ctiiona is th subjoin d fragment of a 1 t~er of Vol­
!Mire on th Dogma. of the Immortality of th oul, partly 
written in his own hand, and a.nnotat d as belonging to the nd 
of 1765. It appears never to hav been completed, and do s 
not bear the nam of the pe~·son. to whom it was to have been 
sent. Formerly among the papers of M. Decroix, who published 
Voltuir 's wol'lm known as the edition of Kehl, i t pass d into 
t he hands of M. Jacques haravay, arid then to M. le Daron 
l!'euillet de Oonches, in whose possession it remained for more 
than thirty years . 

.A.11 my inquiries have led to a belief that this fragment has 
never been published. One or two phrases resemble others in 

1 Catherine II. of Russia (1729-1796), supposed by some to have hcen an 
nccomplice to the murder (by poison n.nd strnnguln.tion) of her husbn.nd, 
Peter III., 1762. 

' Mustu.pha III., Sultan of the Ottoman Empire (1717-1774). 
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the disquisiti n on' Moses' in the 'Dictionnaire Philosopbiqu .' 
'I

1
he fragment ma.y have be n addressed to M. Allmnll.lld, 01· 

p ssibly to the Hev. N. Polier de Bottens, of Lausanne. '11he 
Ji\tter had contributed to the En.cyclopredia the article on 
'M saiah,' which Voltaii' printed more fully in his 'Diction­
n::i.ire,' saying of the wr.it r, 'Re is of an old French fonri1y1 
settled fur two hundred y · ars in Swit?:erland ; he i1:1 first pas·bor 
of Lausanne, and his knowledge is equal to his piety.' 

' It has never been asked whether the Dogma of the Immor­
tality of the Soul is announced in the Pentateuch. It is well 
known that the author of this work has never spoken of it, and 
he would have been too culpable if, being acquainted with a 
Dogma so useful, he had not revealed it at the time that this 
b lief was that of all Egypt and all Iha.Idea. It would have 
been the height of the ridiculous and bad faith to leave a thing 
so n cessrwy to be c0njectur d by the forced interp1·etation of a 
Ii w· sea tered words in Jewish history. IfJ waa in ·th aw 
its If that this gt·eat Dogma should have b en olea.rly exp r ss d. 

' If it is wdtt,en in Genesis, " Let us mnk man in OUl' own 
image," that obviously implies that the Jews, like all the rest 
ol·' the world believed that the Gocls had a body n.nd a face. 
'.l.'he P ntatep.ch n v r speaks of Goel exc pt as a co11porea.l being 
who walks, who RP aks, wLo wdtes with hif:l finger. 

'Wlten it; is Sil.id Lhii t Abraham was ga1ihered to his foth rs, 1 

it can signify nothing else than th~t he died ns did his lath ·a. 
He certainly could not be gn.uhered to his father, ~ who was an 
idolatrous potter and a maker of idols. 

' It would be sufficiently droll if the false prophet Balaam 
had spoken of the Immortality of the Soul, and Moses said 
nothing nt all nbout it. Bat iu no maru1e1· does Balaam sp ak 
of W..e othe~· lifo. Re aays, a.ocording to the Hebrew, "Let 'IWIJ 
so11l di'.e as ~hat of a,n 1tpright mah!., wnd let my last day.9 be as 
lu11pJ.'Y as those of the H0brnws.'' 3 Thus :Balafl,m, far from speak­
ing of a. life to come, looked upon his , oul as mortal. .And 
further, his prophecy is entirely false, for these Hebrews, for 

1 
Genesis, xxv. 8. 2 Terah (Joshua xxiv. 2). 

• 'Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my last end be like 
his.' Numbers, xxiii. 10. Voltaire's transla.tion, 'Lot my soul die,' is correct. 
See margin in Revised Version. I ' 
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whom he prellicted so happy an end, lived and died miserably 
in the wilderness. 

'All men of learning agree that the Dogma of the Immor­
tality of the Soul was received only by the Pharisees and the 
Ji:ssenes-a thousaml years after Moses. No question has been 
or can be raised then on a point so decided ancl so well-known 
as that of the ignorance of the J ews on this great principle ; 
but it has been asked if in re11ding the Prophets and the P salms 
any pass11ge from the Pentateuch was found cited precisely aml 
word for word. 

' It may be that there is such a passage, but no one who hns 
searched for it has yet been able to bring it to light. It l1 ::is 
been hoped that one might be found in order to refute the crowd 
of learned men who have pretended that prior to Nehemi::ih ancl 
Esdras [Ezra J there existed only a confused tradition and a few 
ill-digested notes of the J ewish history. 

'For if it is proved that the Prophets who livecl before EsclrnB 
[Ezra] have cited faithfully entire paBsages from the Pontatench, 
it is proved that the P entateuch was written before Esclrn.s 
[Ezra]. 

' 'rhe difficulty would then only be to reply to the proofo 
given by Newton ancl J_,eclerc, that the Pentateuch was composed 
in the time of Samuel.' 

CHAPTER CXII 

VoL'l'AIRE seernecl to attract and influence, for a longer or Rhmtcw 
tim e, all nrnnner of mind8, frequently of the most oppof:litc sorts. 
'l'he incongruity of his ::tdmirers is as astonishing as their 
numbers. De Crousttz, the philosopher, whose soul glowed with 
fervent piety, discloses to this strange mocking being the inner­
most joys, hopes, and consol::itions of Cliri;;tian faith. Allamand, 
the Protestant teacher ::mc1 earnest antagonist of Voltaire's 
school, in writing to him appears at times t1rawn to the verge of 
blasphemy. Aml now comes a humble priest submi.ttin 
(October 21, 1754), with the modesty of his twen y-eight-y am, 
four pages of atheistical arguments, am1 begging to have corL-
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vincing .proofs of the exiatenco of God- api·opos of Bacon's 
theo~y cite? by Voltair~, th o.1; a little pLilosophy makes a man o.n 
atheist, wlu le ~uch philosophy leads l1i01 to the knowledg of 
~od .. The end.mg of this epistle is a fair example of the manner 
m wh ich Voltntl'e w~s addressed at that time: ' I nm, with v ry 
profound r spect, Su., your very bumble and very obedient 
servnn~, a~d eternally yon.r admirer, Millot, Cure of Loys . y.' 1 

It 1s difficult to rec gui e in this obscure inc1 uir r t;b after­
w~rds ~ lebl'a.terl Aube lande Fransiois Xavi r Mill t, originally­
n J su~t,. who left the ~rder on being cen m· by hi sup&iol'll 
for pralBlllg Montesqm u. Mter b ing P rofi ss r of Rhetoric n.t, 
the College of Lyons, he hecameGmnd VicaroftheArchbishopric 
of Lyons, and later filled the chair of History in the Oollt)ge dB 
Nohle.~se at Parma. Returning to France with a pension of fom 
thousand li.vres he beca.me a member of the French Academy in 
1 ?77, a?d m the followmg year was made Preceptor of the Due 
d Englnen, after"'ards shot in the moat of Vincennes. D'Alem­
bert said of Millot that of all the men he had known he was the 
least prejudiced and pretentious. Grimm described him as one 
of the happiest he had met, for he was contented with his lot 
and loved the work to which he was devoted and the life he lea'. 
He. was cold, ~eser:ed, serious, Rpeaking little and disliking 
society. Volta.ire lnghly praised his philosophical and prudent 
manner of writing history, am1 favoured his election to tlrn 
Academy. 

M. Dupont, the barrister, itn intimate of M. de Brenles since 
their Universi~y days, j~ins the chorus (February 5, 1755) from 
Colmar, thankmg Voltaire for all the good he has done him nml 
especially for his priceless friendship. He evidently ha~ not 
forgotten that Voltaire, among his other kind ofiices, had for­
merly tried to obtain for him the office of Provost at Munster. 
The main object of the letter, however, is to thank Voltaire for 
~aving sen~ hi1:1 the Diction.ary o: Moreri; and being greatly 
rnterested m his welfare, advises him to protect himt:1elf from tlie 
coh1 of the lake by good fires and good wine.2 

Seedorf writes from the Electoral Palace at Mannlieim , 
February 22, 1755: 

VOL II. 

' Author's unpublished MS. collections. 
2 Ibid. 

M 
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'A quotation from Virgil cannot be better placed than in a 
letter to the illustrious Voltaire. I should fear nevertheless to 
dishonour the two poetH, th t>. one oft.he age of Augustu s and the 
other of Louis XVI., if it befell me to say, Pollio amw f nn1<tmrn, 

qnamvis sit r11sticn, mimim . I have a clifficnlty in ex~Jlaining 
myself in prose, and must therefol'e follow the acl vice that 
Boileau gave to Clmpelain, and simply t ell you that the abs~nce 
of the E lector, and some small matters, have prevented me from 
replying earlier to yoUl' obliging letter. Yon. speak there of 
some changes you wish to make in the tlm c1 .act of yo~n· 
" Orphelin de la Chine." The Elector wns snrpr 18eU by thrn . 
"This non.umque poemntnr i·1i a.;i;1.mn," said this Prince to me, 
" does not concern Voltaire. H e will grant us a re0<pite of seven 
years." I hope that you will bring hit,her the proposed changes 
yourself in the spring, and that I shall have the honour to rcn~w 
by word of mouth the sentiments of very respectful esteem with 
which I have," etc. 1 

A few days berorn the date of fi eedorf's letter, Voltaire sends 
the thfrd volume of the 'Histoire Gen6rale ' to :M. de Brenles, 
and prays him to give a bound copy t~ :M. de P olier de D~tten~ , 
and to keep the other as a mamrncnpt ancl a o;kc~tch winch Ins 
friendship gives him. He returns a translation of some poetry 
of M. H aller that M. de Polier hall been good enough to lend 
liim. lfo1 ill-henlt.h induced him to buy the pretty house and 
beant.ifnl ~: rnlt·11 nf Le~ [\\Jicei; in MdRrto be rwar Dr. 'l'ronchin , 

1 Aufhor ' i; nnpnhli ~h c d Mi:l. collectiom•. beeclorf E•Viclt:IJ tly refern to tl1r, 
last vernts in Doilrnu's uinth satire: 

Il lt tort , dirn l 'u n ; pourrp10i iau t -il qu 'il nomme.? 
Attaquer Chapelain I Ah I c'est u~ si b.on h omme ! 
Ilalzac en fait l'eloge en cent endr01ts divers. 
11 est vrni, s'il m'eut cru, qu'il n 'eut point fait de vers. 
11 se tne :\, rimer. Quc n' ecrit- il en prose? 
Voila ce c1ue l'on llit. Et quc di s- je autre chose ? 

J cnn Cha.pela.iu (15!Jll- lll74) pnSH~tl all bis time in. versifying. ~e '.1acl the 
mre ability to o.aquiro a rep11t!lt1on r1s poet nnc~ wtb. before P.ublJshrng any 
im ortn.nt work. Ha.viug nildressecl an od~ t<J R1Clhclrnu, ho gainetl the good 
r! o·r that min·isl.Pr, 1rho obt.-iined for lum a pension ot 11 thonsarul us, 

8 d mnrle hint nm rub r of Lhe Fn•mih Acaclomy, whono lltn.tntes be drew u11. 
~~k oltah·e be wrote !L poeu1 entil.1' 'Lo. Pu 11 ,'which wua the {).:t,,, 11.ofr, 
0 ] Doilea.u. A.lthough Niool!lll ~ollen.u ·I? 'spr6~.ux,('llill6-l711), i~c· '_l{!uiulr~t 11r 
d u :Po.~nn.ssa,' .d iliculed Ohapeluin , h po_mted Mol~fire out i;o Lou!s XIV. tlil tbe 
gren.tel!b writor of ltis reign, and nlso relteve1l Jfaome ir~ID the _cli~cotu;n.gem?11t 
in which ho had beon plu11ged 

1
by the s1?1fill suce~!!S o1 ~thlbl 1 ,' telling Wm, 

' O'es~ vol.re chei-d'ceuvre; je my con11nis, lo public y revioudra. 
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and he hnr:i t1.1ken Momio:n me;rely for the s:;i.ke of being close to 
M '. de Brenles. Momion sl1aU be the abode of simplicil;y, 
p lulosophy, and friends1lip .. . . If Mme. oll could Jmve left 

olma.l' stilliciently ~rly, I would have 1;,'l.k u the domain and 
' she would have found ther the useful and th ri.greeable, hut I 

shall 'onte11t myself with the bonse ancl its cl pend ncies 
[Momion.J.' 

On Febnmry 28, Y, ltail: t M. Poliel· de Bottens: 1 I con­
grntu late myself, Sir, upon being your neighbour at lnsli, and I 
ask. o. thousancl pardons of you, a.a well as of M. de Brenles, for 
not calling on you both to thank you for having mad me 
La.usannois .. .. Might I ask you,, Sir, to bonoul' me by 
presenting my respects to Mlle. d B1· saonaz, an,d tell h r how 
much I interest mys lf in everything that concerns her ? I 
made an effort, on leaving, to climb up tJo the ohateau of your 
baili.lf; from t heuce I wo.s bilged to go to .Pr·alw.i t atiiempli to 
conclude a. bn.rgtiin for Mme. de Bentinck.1 'lie is worthy tu 
b your diocesan, and I a SUl'e you that she will give you the 
pr I' I' nee ovor t be celebrated muin,2 of t11' Ilagu · .' 

It was to Mlle. de 0 ij at de r ssonaz, yom1gest daughter 
of M. igisroonc1 de Oei:jat, seignior of Br ssona?., that George 
D yv rcl un in his most playful manner adcbiessed the fullowiug 
v l'Ses ntitled ' A Little Quest.ion,' w hi.eh I found in l..a 

t• tt : 
Madel i.ne la p n it nt 
Di u11.i ~ tnujow:a lt1 vlu:ltii; 
E llo 6tnlL boi'io, complafoantc, 
Et 'fivnib clans In Bllintet6. 
Madeleine la p1»cheresso 
Wam usait aux d{:pcns des r;ot&, 
Trnita it la hontl• de foihlesse 
Et mentait sonvent :\ propos. 

Quand vons m6ritov. la tn lnohe, 
Quand voue ni e).I tl'1woir an !)Oulio 
Dea vers dont jo 11u ia fort ja.lrmx, 
L n,quolle dea doux Gl.es-vous? • 

. '. OlmrloU.? Sophia, born Ooun less d'Al11enburg in 1715, mf.11'.l'icrl in 17x;; 
W1ll1am l:le11Lmok, oeoond son of Willlruu ID;.'s (dond, o.nd chief of the Dutch 
h1:u.n~ of l1he Dnke11 of Portl~nd, who was mnde n Knight of tho Holy Boman 
Empire on tlhe occasion of th1.s mnrrlllge. Sllo WM o. woman or much wit but 
QI o. singular qJmrncter, and, a'ftcr hot aep11-m tion from her husband, passed her 
life In trawilllng. 

2 Elie Saurin, died in 1703, uncle of the author of Spartacus. 
3 From the unpublished collections of Mme. Constantin. G:r~nier . 
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The subjoined letter of the Countess de Bentinck (who is 
alluded to in Allamand's correspondence) is dated from Ham­
burg, December 12, 1768, and addressed to Voltaire, who sty~ec1 
her ' Signora errante ed amabile ' in bis correspondence with 

Algarotti : . . . 
' You have filled me with gratitude and j y, Sn-, :i,n render mg 

to me t he honoUl' of your remembrance, so n · cessary to t h 
consolation of my old days. Everyone udmires you, but few 
hearts pardon the vi Ienco that is done to th . ir vanity when 
they are forced to admiration. Do you sometimes r memb~r 
that for nearly forty yeat'B I have devoted to you all the senti­
ments that equity, taste, nnd esteem can hring t g ther, and 
that at no moment has my hoart va.d ed for an instant towarcls 
you? You see, however, Si~, that in spite of this act of. simple 
justice, which_ is, pe_i:Jiaps, umque, I d~ not abu.s~ you~ krnc1n~ss 
nor bombard you WLth homages and importumties. . foo satlS­
fied, too happy, to obtain at rare intervals the least sign of your 
precious benevolence, I am not in truth sufficiently t~ enemy. to 
myself and to humanity to depriv you of that leisur wlnch 
you employ only in enlightening us and in i•endering tl S better 

~h~~· . 
'Alas! Sir, must I die by the side of my dreary Arctic Pole 

without thanking you once again by word of mouth for all the 
good that you a.lon ha.ve <lone to my thinking being, by tearing 
it a.way from a thousan.d foolish and inimical proj ects and 
leading it continually in the direction of good sen.se. and ju~tice_? 
I am bitt rly disappointed, I must own, at perceivmg no hkeh­
hood, no possibility, of the accomplishment of the only comfort 
which I still longed for. Pity me, Sir, but I entreat you not 
to forget me. I will not speak further of myself on this 
condition. 

'We have here at present a phenomenon from your country. 
It is a young French nobleman who combines the elegance of 
his nation with the solidity of mature age, and refinement of 
mind with the most genuine and the most touching kindness. 
It is the Marquis de Noailles, a Minister of far too high a rank 
for our town of Hamburg. He has the most amiable wife in 
the world; she is worthy of him by her charms aud her character. 
'I'he only things wanting t o this interesting couple are better 

VAUD, BERNE, AND SAVOY 165 

health and a more brilliant scene of action. I enjoy, as far as 
my decrepitude will permit me, this sweet society which I am 
greatly surprised at meeting in this degree of latitude. You 
are known by heart in this house, and M. and Mme. de Noailles 
have both shone in rendering in a superior manner the treasures 
which we owe to you. 

'If these particular tributes do not suffice you, Sir, we-are 
soon expecting a King who pays you, it is said, others quite as 
decided. This is our young Danish monarch, who has had the 
glory of obtaining the favour of France and of the greatest King 
of the world. Everything which happens to him bears an air 
of enchantment. Is it not very curious that a King of Denmark 
should render to the French theatre the first actress of the 
world, whose natural and self-taught wit has been able to satisfy 
the best and the most enlightened judges? All honest people, 
Sir, flatter themselves that this journey, which was so much con­
demned beforehand, will be the happiness of master and subjects; 
and that it is the most august Mentor, the most cherished of 
Kings, who has himself taught our young sovereign to rule, to 
love his peoples, and to take delight in making himself' adored. 
All that is wanting in this happy occurrence, Sir, and to the 
glory of the two monarchs is owit1g to the singular fact that this 
event has been extolled only by talents of a poor order up to the 
present; and everyone joins in asking of you eight or ten verses 
which will put in a better form that which is to be said, and 
will finish by awakening the noble emulation of the young King 
anJ his passion for veritable glory, which you alone perhaps are 
capable of engraving by a few ineffaceable words on his heart, 
moved by so many objects which have appeared to make an 
impression upon him. It is even asserted, Sir, that he has 
expressed the most extreme desire to see you, and that he 
wished to go to seek you, but that enJeavours are being made 
to prevent him. Sovereigns are not fortunate enough to be 
surrounded by courtiers, and less still by niinisters, who have the 
good intention to accommodate themselves to the sight of the 
truth which you would show them. 

' If you would honour me merely with a quatrain for this 
Prince, who will return here from Altona on the 6th of J anuary 
and will remain with us seven or eight days, you would enable 
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us to give him a finer fete than all those that the gratitude of 
the people of Ham burg is preparing for him. If I am too 
indiscreet in my pretensions, punish me by your silence ; but 
the desire to ripen virtue in a royal heart, by the voice of the 
organ which alone has appeared to me susceptible of m[l,king it 
speak justly, must serve as an excuse for my rai:lh proposition. 

'Here, Sir, is a long letter for you. I send you by my 
correspondent at Schafflrnusen a little Essay on the talents 
which an illustrious family has cultivate<l in your various 
works ;-I refer to the young Princes of Saxony, who have 
derived from you alone their first intellectual lessons. Ah ! Sir, 
how delightful it is for me to see all the earth agree in confessing 
that they owe you so much. Do not forget the person in the 
world who is the most imbued with this truth. Adieu. 

' C. S. Co.MTESSE DE BENTINOK, 

'nee n'ALDENUURG.' I 

CHAPTER CXIII 

M. JENNER writes to Voltaire from Berne (March 20, 1755) 
that the Marquis de P(Lulmy (French Minister to Switzerland 
1748-1751), who protects him, has never given him greater 
pleasure than in affording him the hope of seeing Voltaire at 
Berne. Having a large house with a little wife, he will Le 
very much flattered if Voltaire will lodge there.2 

Voltaire, congratulating M. de Brenles on the birth of a son, 3 

says, 'You are the Cicero of Lausanne,' and he counts on soon 
going to embrace him at Monrion, and to pay his court to 
Mme. de Brenles. 

• 
1 Autograph letter in the auth01"s nnpublishecl collections. As this letter 

~s about to go ~o pr.ess the author has road with interest M:. Philippe Goclet's 
important article 111 La R evue de P+ir-is, September 15, 189G, and the ac­
companying letters from Voltaire to the Countess de Bentinck. The above 
inedited epistle was perlmps in reply to Voltaire's on pa"c 321 of Ln Revue. 

' Author's unpublished MS. collections. 
0 

• M. Motlcr w1·ote from Vcvoy, July 19, 1757, to M. de Brenles at Ussieres 
c:iimplimenLh1g him upon ~he happy nec1mcb '!lleat of Mme. de Brenles of ~ 
Jrne l>oy. He ptoposca n. fi shing pai:Ly nex t month up the Rhone with M:e8srs. 
Oonvr u ru1d Sollers, :rnd he raqcieat.a Mme. de Drenles to continue he1· col'l'c­
spondenoe with Mme. Allamand.- Unpublisbccl Oollcctions of M. Ernest Cha­
vannes. 
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On April lG, 1755, from Iies Delices, he condoles with M. de 
Drenles in the following original manner upon the death of his 
new-born: 

'I partake of your sorrow, Sir, after having shared your 
joy, but happy are they who like you can repair their loss 
immediately. I should not be in the same position; far from 
producing other individuals I have the greatest difficulty in 
preserving myself. In truth, I begin to fear that I shall not 
have strength enough to go as far as Monrion. Be well assured, 
Sir, that my poor health does not diminish in the slightest 
degree the tender interest which I take in everything that 
concerns you. I think that Mme. de Brenles and you have 
been greatly affiicted, but you have two great consolations­
philosophy and strength. As for me, I have only philosophy; 
that indeed is necessary to support the conl;inual suffering 
which deprives me of the happiness of seeing yon. My niece 
interests herself in you as much as I do. She sends her most 
sincere compliments to you as well as to Mme. de Drenles. 
We hear that you have a new bailiff, that is, you have a new 
friend.' 

Prince Louis Eugene de Wurtemburg, in Paris, recommends 
to Voltaire a young actor named Fierville, who was attached to 
the court of the Margravine of Dayreuth. ' He is a very good 
actor, and has taken especial paius with the principal rules or 
your tragedies. He has studied yon with great care, and asked 
me for this letter to you, which I gave him with much pleasure. 
I am plunged into the most profound grief. Lately d'Hancar­
ville 1 by his evil conduct has shown himself unworthy of the 
opinion I had conceived of him--I say evil comluct, not to say 
worse-and to-day I have lost a friend who was yours also, 
a man whose knowledge was most extensive, whose genius was 
as elevated as his soul was simple. M. de Lironcourt is dead. 
I have always regarded him as a marvellous machine; all 
nature was included within his bra.in. 0 you who are tender­
hearted, judge of my affliction ! He died the moment after 
having rendered to me the greatest services. He leaves a 
numerous and sorrow-stricken family, without propetty, and its 
misfortune would be frightful if it were not supported by the 

1 A philosopher, who had just stolen l'rince Loniu Eugene's plate. 
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most noble, the most generous, the most amiable of men. 
When I tell you that this protector is the Duke de Nivernais, 
you will have no cause for compassion.' He completes his 
letter with the words: 'Je vous aime du fond demon carnr.' 1 

On June 23 following, Voltaire writes to the Comte 
d'Argental: 

'I have with me at this moment the son of Fierville. He 
has in him the stuff to make an excellent comedian, and if he did 
not mouth each word, he would play very well. H e has a good 
figure, intelligence, sentiment, above all he has voice, and a 
prodigious love for this wretched profession, so disdained and 
so difficult.' 2 

The month of March of this year (17 5 5) included three 
events related to my theme: His Excellency Louis de Blonay, 
Viceroy of Sardinia, died; a few days later Frederick de la Pot­
trie, grandson of Burgomaster de Seigneux and of Jean Jacques 
de la Pottrie, passed away; and Voltaire produced his ' Epttre 
sm· le Lac de Geneve' (see ante, Chapter XIV.), in which, by 
the way, he designates his niece Mme. Denis as 'l' Amitie.' 

May 9 (17 55), Voltaire in his characteristic style suggests 
to 'rhieriot a visit : 

' We are not far from Geneva ; you would see more of 
Montperoux, the Resident, whom you know ; you would find 
plenty of books to amuse you, a very beautiful country in which 
to walk ; we would go together to Monri_on ; we would stop en 
route at Prangins; you would see a very beautiful and singular 
country ; and if your old friend happened to die, you would 
charge yourself with his literary heritage and would comp01:1e for 
him an honest epitaph; but I do not count upon this consola­
tion. Paris has many charms, the road is very long, and 
you are probably not unemployed .... Mme. la Duchesse 
d'Aiguillon has ordered from me four verses for M. de 1\'Iontes­
quieu, just as one orders little cakes; but my oven is not hot, 
and I am rather a subject for epitn,phs than a maker of them.' 

Voltaire condoles with M. Polier de Bottens, June 4, 1755, 
on the loss of a brother : 

1 The original letter is in the author's possess ion, but Beuohot gives a copy. 
' Fierville pere first macle his appearance at the ComMio-l!'rani,misc, May 18, 

1733. 
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'There are many ways of being unhappy, my dear Sir. The 
most beautiful is in being, like you, unhappy through the 
generosity of your heart, and through suffering only for others. 
The most cruel is to suffer through one's self, to become each 
day more u::;eless to society, and to see one's soul perish in detail 
through the ruin of the b::idy. Such is my state, Sir, and this 
is what has prevented me from coming to Monrion. If your 
brother resembled you it is a great loss, and I assure you that I 
feel it very keenly. 1 The world has need of men like you. 

' This litt.le baga.telle [he refers to the " Epitre sur le Lac de 
Geneve "] of which you speak to me was printed from some 
sufficiently bad copies, and no great harm has . been done. A 
certain Grasset, who at present is at Lausanne, was on the point 
of playing me a still more cruel turn. M. de Brenles must have 
informed you of it, and I am sure in this case that you have 
preached virtue to this Grasset. It is said that he has need of 
your lessons. I wish I ·were alrea<ly at Mourion, and could 
embrace yon ; but I cannot undertake this journey for which I 
long until after the visit of the Mctrquis de Paulmy. It is not 
because my republican soul desires to pay court to one of the 
Secretaries of State, but I am attached to M. de Paulmy. IIe 
had the goodness, as soon as he heard of my residence in 
Switzerland, to send me letters of recommendation to the 
advoyers of Berne.' 

Voltaire also mentions, in another portion of this letter, M. 
Blie Bertranc1, of Yverdon, the intimate friend ofM. de Bottens 
(a very learned man arnl author of several works, among them 
'Le Thevenon '), who was born at Orbe in 1712, and resided for 
a time at Boudri, where Marat was born in 17 4..4, the year in 
which Bertrand became preacher at Berne. 

June 6, Voltaire writes to M. de Brenles : 'The saddest 
effect of the loss of health, my dear and amiable philosopher, is 
not the t aking every day of cassia, and manna diluted with oil, 
by the orders of M. Tronchin; it is in not seeing one's friends, 
it is in not writing to them. . . . Our fri end Dupont has 

I Voltah·e probably WM not s rea.tly imprassetl, as M. Polier de Bottens had 
twenty.four l>ro~bers 11.nd siBtern ; only two of his brothers were es~ablished at 
l1ausanno- tho Councillo1· and the Colonel Poliar. 'l'he deceased gentleman 
was a (ll\pWn of ll'llruu~y, n.n <l son· in-la.w of Couut de Zastrow. A branch of 
tbo fami ly eml ex.fate, (Ua ident at Uaml>ur1:1. 
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informed me that he will come to see us in September; it is at 
Monrion tlrn1; we must assemble.' 1-le again refers to Grasset. 

A few clays later he is awaiting M. de Drenles' prose, and 
sends him some verses (the 'Epitre '), ancl acknowledges the 
' Eloffe Historique cle M. Charles Guillaume Lays de Bochat,' 
whieh M. J e Drenles has sent. 'M. de Bochat is very 
happy; there is a pleasure in being deaa when one's 
tomb is covered with your flowers. I have read, 8ir, 
with extreme pleasnre this Eloue, which is your own (~lso.' 
H e also mentions the B::mneret Freuc1eureich (1GD2-l 773), of 
whom he speaks in warm terms of praise. ('rhis family still 
exists; one of the descendants married a daughter of J'Yfodame 
de Severy.) He says that the storm raisP.d by the publication 
of' La Pucelle,' and his difficulties with Grasset, combined with 
bad health, have retarded his journey to Mourion. Mme. Goll, 
who is at Colmar, is in a very dangerous condition. 

Three months later he tells M. de Brenles that the illness 
of M. de Giez prevented him, a month ago, from going to 
Monrion. He will thank Mme. de Drenles at I,ausamrn for her 
verses. In the same month he speaks of the death of M. de 
Giez, who ' died in ·my poor Monrion.' He begs M. Polier de 
Bottens to t ake possession of Monrion in the summer, for it 
belongs to him by a better right than to himself. 'I only 
acquired it on your anc1 M. de Brenles' rtccount. I t is you who 
the first invited me to come to the borders of your lake.' 

'l'o M. de Brenles, December 6: 'I am reac1y t o leave ; I 
h ttve sent more of my bftggage to the Hermitage of Momion, 
rind as soon as my horse and I are purged I 8lrnll certainly take 
a decisive step .... Tb ere is [at Lausanne] a Doctor 'l'issot 
who dissects his patients very well. That is a consolation.' 

Voltaire writes to the Comte d'Argental that he goes from 
Alp to Alp to pass a part of the winter 'in a little Hermitage 
called Monrion, at the foot of Lausanne, sheltered from the 
cruel north wind.' 

His first letter from Monrion is addressed to Mme. de 
Fontaine, his niece, December 16, 1755. 
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CHAPTER CXIV 

'rHE next letters may be better appreciated if I first refer to a 
development in 1755 of the 'l'ypographical Society of Lausanne, 
founded by Lo}is de Bochat and his relat.ive Loys de Cheseanx, 
F.R.S. (l 71 8-l 7i:il , the astronomer ancl philosopher, also lieu­
t enant bailiff), ancl several others. In the beginning the 
snperintenclent of this important printing establishment was 
Marc Michel Bousquet, fom of whose letters to Voltaire have 
already been quoted. This association sought by its editions, 
published at Geneva and Lausanne, to replace the old publica­
tions of Holland, and to surpass the French editions by their 
exceeding cheapness. 'l'he moment appeared well chosen. 
'l'he Holland book tracle, so flourishing in the seventeenth and 
beginning of the eighteenth centuries, had fallen off towan1s 
1730. It was only the shadow of an industry previously illus­
trated by the Elzevirs. 

After de Lo}is de Bochat's death the association hacl as its 
representative the bookseller Grn.sset, already mentioned in 
connection with his quarrels with Voltriire on the subject of 
the latter's poem, 'La Pucelle.' Grasset, says Gaullienr, had 
both en rgy o.nd skill in nrnnagem ·nt ; he multiplied in foreign 
conntries the relations of the est11;blishm nt which he directed, 
and sold its 11rodncts in Italy, Spain, Portugal, ven in America. 
In 17 55, as the result of a contract macle with this society's 
shareholclers (known as Bousquet et Compagnie), Grasset passed 
nearly two years in Spain, stopping in each large city to i1lace 
books. 1 Grasset quitted the society in 1761, and orienecl for 
himself a printing establishment and bookseller's shop at 
Lausanne. 

In approaching a curious episode in the life of Voltaire in 
Switzerland, which was associateL1 with Grm;set anc1 several 
other characters in this book, I had at first thought of presenting 

1 Gaullietlr, FJtn ff• sur l'Ifi~~ to'n LittJrairc de la Suisse Fran(aisc. 
d enavo, 1856. 'l'he Gr1lssot-llolll!qr1eL contract was signed by Durgomaster 
l'olinl· do t. Germa in, ProfCllll!Or d 1A.rrmy (author of o.n pssay on the priv£1te 
li le o! the llonrnns), Sl({ltmloucl cl' !i.rn.ny, llforc Michel Dousquet, and Clavel ile 
P.:~nles 'tor Mme. du Toil . 
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various nmtters concerning the philosopher which would serve 
as a useful preface to what follows. In fact, I had thus arranged 
my materials, but on closer examination began to feel this might 
do an injustice to Voltaire, and I risked prejudicing the minds 
of my reader8 in this manner. I accordingly determined, first, 
to give the documents I found in La Grotte, and to begin by 
quoting an unpublished letter of Mme. de Bochat, at Lausanne, 
to Mme. de Drenles, at Ussieres, dated August 9, 1755, which 
affords the best informed local account of the event and its con­
ser111ences. After speaking of not fir:ding the Eulogium upon 
her husband in its tintirety in the 'Journal Helvetique,' she 
s:ws: 

• 'The poem on "La Pucelle d'Orleans," the announcement of 
which I have found in a nurn ber of the "Mercure Suisse" of 1736 
as a work upon which he [Voltaire J waii then occupied, has 
finishcrl by making a great deal of noise at Geneva. Copies of 
it have been distributed at Lausanne. It is said that Maubert 1 

at Geneva at present possesses a complete copy, which is the 
same that Grasset wi8hed to have printed. This bookseller had 
on this occasion a very lively scene with M. de Voltaire, who 
had insisted upon the manuscript in question being shown to 
him, or at least an extract. Grasset brought him seventeen 
lines which he had copied with his own hand, and he demanded 
that they should be returned to him-not that he refused to 
allow a copy to he made, but wishing to have his handwriting 
hack again. Voltaire broke his word; this was followed by 
violence on the part of the master of the house and his servants. 
Grasset escaped, hut was prevented by mischance from laying 
hi8 complaint before the magistrate ; Voltaire anticipated him 
and made his own complaint; the Resident of France intervened 
and had Grasset put in prison, who was released the next day 
with satisfactory words. That is the summary of a long 
narratfon of the bookseller which I have seen. 

' It is since known that, upon the requirement of the poet, 
the seventeen lines of the extract were burnt by the hand of 

1 J. H. Maubert, soi-disant Chevalier de Gouvest, born at Rouen in 1721, was 
11n unfrocked Capucin, who had become an officer of artillery, and was now a 
literary h11ck. Voltaire, against whom he had written, imputes to him the falsifi­
cation in the editions of La Pucelle which appeared at Frankfort in 1755-175f 
Ho died 11t Altona, November 21, 1767. 
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the executioner. It is said !;hat the piece is of such a character 
that if its author were in France, and convicted of being its 
writer, he would be condemned to the stake. It is very 
humiliating to him to have placed himself in such a position. 
It would be impossible to conduct one's self worse than he does; 
he ought to disavow this piece with constancy, not make any 
attempt to secure it; and, above all, not say that he formerly 
worked on this subject. '.l'he result of this vile -a~fair is that 
Voltaire has fallen into the greatest contempt at Geneva, and he 
is reduced (it is said) to receive worthless people at his table so 
as not to be alone. What a sad ending to a life which might 
have been rendered glorious if he had employed his time upon 
worthy subjects! 'l'hose who have seen this piece agree in 
saying that it contains everything that blasphemy and obscenity 
can present of the most odious and most revolting nature. 

'I salute very cordially M. de Brenles, and am ever,' etc. 1 

This curious letter, which is from the unpublit-;hed collections 
of M. Ernest Chavannes, is supplemented by a graphic account 
in the handwriting of Grasset himself, which I found in that 
wonderful repository, La Grotte, and which is the 'long narra­
tion' referred to by Mme. de Bochat, doubtless derived from 
her sister-in-law, Mme. du Teil, one of those interested in the 
Typographical Society of Lausanne, which Grasset represented. 

This unpublished paper is far more complete than that given 
by Gaullieur,2 which is said to be from the manuscript memoirs 
in the hands of Grasset\i family. 

On the point of starting for Spain, as above, M. Grasset 
received various friendly and obliging letters from Voltaire, in 
which the latter expressed an urgent wish to see him on the 
subject of 'La Pucelle '-sufficiently characterised in the letter 
I have just presented, which he was under the impression 
Grasset desired to publish. The latter gives the followinu 
lively description of his experiences : 1:> 

'I arrived [at Gen vo.J on Sunday evening, and on Monday 
the Sieur de Voltofre -a nt me sev ·al messages, and finally, on 
Wednesday, ris secretary came and told my wife that a carriage 
would be s 11t fo1· me if I wished. She 1·eplied that I would 

1 From the unpublished collections of M. Ernest Chavannes. 
2 Gaullieur, Eludes sur l' Histoire Litt~rairc rlc la Suisse Franr;aisc, p. 215. 
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not foil to go the next drty, Thursday, with pleasure. In fact, I 
went about noon, and was received heartily. 'rhe first compli­
ments over, I wna oiler d refreshment.a and the opening qnes­
tiol s were on the sulJjeot of 'Lo. Puc lle." I auswel' cJ him 
qL1ite simply tha;t. ho.d n ver had_ it. in my possession, and I 
con.famed by word of· moath · v ·ything I had wrj tten him · 
that I would n ve1· print this book nor favour t he p1'iuting of 
it· that I heard it said that it wos foll ot' blasphemi s, and tbn.t 

l • 

th l' fore I declin d ho.ving anything to do with it, espe 1ally as 
by following Lb.is Jin of conunct found a f~vour ble ~P rtuuity 
of oliligincr so c lebrat d a DlllJl. Re replied by saymg several 
pleasant things about me, and mad m many offers of service . 
.At 1 ngth I woo taking my leave of him, when h snicl : " U . 
G-rassat, yo1~ rrvust not rfY!id&r me mereiy a half s1w1 foo, 1/0t~ oan r andO?· 

7ne a, 1whow 01w. A ilmnoi ell 71.(1//ne<:Z rle Drail llM iff ed m.o <t. 

copy of tM,<> m<vrvus1Y1·ii;it; .~ha Uves i,t ¥onr n~iglum·1wh~o1.l ; l 1wrUf1 
ymt to nuilGe i1iqtti:1•ies al>oiit it. ' 1 I r ph d v 1·y snnply that, 
belon ing to a society which paid mo, I could not occupy 
myseli with ther mo.liters not relating to its intei·ests without 
ful ling in my duty to it; and that at that mom ut I bad a lett · 
to answ r. He ren wed his entreaties, tuJ ing 11po11 hir,na lf to 
write you if l exacted it , to e.xnuse m to you . II persisted 
in snch a. mannel' that I could not leave until ho.cl promis J 
to inform myself of the matter in r1uei;tion1 and agreed to return 
and dine with him t.he nt>.xt <lay. I kept. my word. On my 
retnrn t,o town I went to this llemoi.m·.lle, who mentioned a 
p 1,80n living in the di ·rnti1 n of. Riv , who. i 11 fn.c~ had ri lt~s 
manuscript, 1md who ea.me to me 111 1·,he mo rumg 11.t eight;. J lrn>, 
"Person show um thla pie ·e of inftw:ny ·; I re~-cl eh fonrooen1h 
stanza.. Imagine all the most mo.hgno.nt th.tngs that t.he p r­
versi.ty of an Atheist Cl"11 conceive, u.11 that tl1e most libortin 
impuri~y can invent, y u wiU 111w bll t a very f e1)le ide11; of t'h 
reality. asked th price ; 5 louis was ld. I ask d J1 r .a 
d zen lines ; th y w re gl'an . d-s v ut fill ven. ask a this 
'P rson also if, in case M. d V ltu.i.re wish d to buy t l1 is -pi · , 
tJiey would be miwilling to B11 it. No was th 11n w r · proviued 
tJmt ~ 1 uis w 1· gi en it wa.s of no consequ nee by whom 
it was purchaser1; t.his copy co.me from a copy which M. de 

• The underlining throllghout is by Gra~~et. 
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Voltaire hacl solcl for 100 louis to the Prince Royal of Prussia and 
having given it to an unfaithful secretary to draft, the latte; had 
made a copy for himself, and had sold it to the present possessor 
for 100 ducats. I read again the seventeen lines which had been 
lrnncled to me-in accordance with the request of M. de Voltaire, 
who had charged me to do so- in order to estnblish for a 
certainty the existence of this piece. 'rhe orthography was 
very bad, and one won1 had been left out which spoilt the 
rhythm of a verse. I recopied with my own hand from the 
original as correctly as I could. I came home and mrtde a 
second copy which I intended for you, without any other wish 
than that you might convince yourself of the impiety of this 
piece. 

'I went to M. de Voltaire, having my sword at my side as 
on the first occasion. I told him that I had only too well suc­
ceeded, that I had seventeen lines in my pocket, but that as 
they were in my own handwriting I required his word of honour 
that he would return thorn to me; he might have copies taken, 
after which he would th1·ow into lili fir · tb orig inal written by 
me. H e made the pr mise a.nd gave m h.is word of honour as 
I exact0c1, but I little knew the man with whom I had to denl. 
He read, and his eyes showed the emotion of his mind. Vexed 
and besi~ e himself with passion, he asked me several questions ; 
I told him that I was sorry that this perusal caused him so 
much anxiety. H e appuarecl to calm himself, and invited me 
most pressingly to dine with him. I l'eplied hliat I had tlin d, 
and. even taken coffee ; that my sbi.y nt Ueneva being short my 
affair~ called me t~ere. Renewed ntrea.ti s on his part to 
rernam at least until dessert. I promised to do so, and took a. 
few turns in his garden, and in a snlon where a theatre for 
playing comedies was being construct.eel M. de Voltaire sent 
for me to come into his apartment, where I found the said Siem 
at tahle with his niece and M. Cathala, a dealer in linen. H o 
pl::tce<l me at the upprn: end of the table, drank my }1ealth ; 
I responcle<l. He spoke m'uch of this work which was attribut ed 
to him. 

''J'he t rio took g rnat tronl1le to l' tlaHsnrQ him on the point 
that the v el'flt>A were~ lx1L1, and that, t h1:irefore, the public would 
not allow ibielf to be L1 ncoivL~<l. He appeare<l to accept with 
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pleasure the flattery; but his niece having said, " It is fr11a, my 
l h t m11 derii· itncle that thou worlced&t forrnarly upon anqa ) mv ear ) ,J . ) • • d th 

. k . t 'tl l ' Ln Piicelle , "-(and nnxmg the thou an e a wor en i ec ... 
)-" and that you presentacl it to three lo'l'ds who were yov.r 

}r~:nds and who are very safe p ersons." 'l'he keen features of 
M de Voltaire became inflamed, his eyes appeared . to start 
f;·~m their sockets, and the poet who has sung the immortal 

. d " d thi's or::ide . "Be silen t; yau ilo not " Henna e pronounce • · 
/ 

,, H 
know what 1/0ll tire sny·ing ; be 8ilent, I tell ymi . e r?se 
f·om the tab.le saying that I would give him pleasure b.y c~rnmg 
t~ dine with him the next day, and especially b~ brmgm? to 
h. m a few more verses. I promised to come, with the fix.ell 
h~tention that it should be our last interview, and I asked lnm 

h I l d handed to him H e told me that he could for t e paper la . . l 1 
t turn it as he had no one to make a copy of it. M. Cat ia a 

n~ red t do' so but the offer was declined. I then saw tha. t I 
ouere o ' I · d .. 1 
had only to make a pretence of going, and sai ~ery, nmve y 

. h h d not kept his word of honour to ietrn n to me that smce e a . 
. I did not consider myself bound to serve him any my paper, -

I , d that I was bis very humble servant. onger ' an h d t t 
'I turned my back upon him and t ook t e roa o .o.wn, 

when M. Cathala ran some way after me along the road, call~ng, 
'' M Grasset, M. Grasset, M. Grasset, come back! ThP.:e IS. a 
mis~nderstanding between M. de Voltaire and you ; he is qmtc 
willing to return you your paper-h.e ~erely thought that you 
did not wish him to make a copy of it. 

d 'tl the sa1'd o·entlernan to the apartment of ' I returne w1 l o 

M d Voltaire who persist ed in keeping the paper. Approacl~­
. · e h t 'k b the collar and saicl '' Give me lim;k this mg me e oo me Y ' . . 

. t tl O" l·a ~t it. it is thoii who cwt the aiithor, it is than rnanuscrip ; i '" " • • 

d 't I " who lwst compose , i · • . . • . • h 
• I reserved my composur ' and nunglmg mdignabon wit. 
I p a 'thout trouble his hand from where he hrtd pi ty remove w1 . 

1 d ' t t the same time that I put my arm around him to p nee 1 , a . k h fl · 
revent his tottering body from falling. 13: e struc t. e ?01 

P 'th hi fi t and presently a dozen domestic servants hnrned 
m s oo ' · J 'th 1 b . bl k' the doorway Seerng them armec1 w1 c u s m oc mg up · f 
I ~ut aside all reserve, and tearing myself away by force .rom 
M. Cathala and Mme. Denis, I unsheathed rny sword, and, sprmg-

VAUD, BERNE, AND SAVOY 177 
ing to orn~ side, secured a way to the door or bh .~alon g iv.ino-
011 to the garden. I addressed him thus : " Kntit;o, I s;wro tltJ/ 
l/fii ; I m iyht 21ei·hrr1 1s do rt /1cUor a ·lion 7;71 pm:oin{J the, eardi/,, of 
such 11, rnonsfor as than M t; thou, lu~.~t Uttle mu rst·and inig of tlw 
W1erly of whfoh than ha.st .f u.~t snng." But refl ecting that my 
retreat might be cut off I ret1·eated, still holding my sword in 
my hand . 

' While my adversaries were preparing to attack me I kept 
back the most v :ntnresome, rtncl said to them that as I did nor. 
ask for qnarter should gPairb none, and placed myself againsl; 
an orauge-tree. They retired, and I made good my retreat ; 
there was no need of a waggon to carry off the dead or 
wounded. 

' From thence I went to M. le .Pr6sid0llt at his country seat, 
which was quite close ; I missed him by a few iw~1~ants . I 
relatc'd to his wife ancl daughters the events which had just 
occurred. I was still labouring unc1er ~~m otion. 'l'he lacfoes 
received me vel'y kinc1ly, nnd aclvisc-111 nm to go to M. le Presi­
dent the same evening, and tell him whnt lrnrl happened, anc1 
that, besides, I was in no danger, as it was I who had cause of 
compbiut. 

'Upon arriving at the Pont de Cornevin I met several 
merchants who made me turn lmck, and !Jro11 gltt me to their club 
wux P1Zquis. In the evening I returned into town with these 
gentlemen who supped with me at home ; and after supper I 
went to M. le President, who was supping at M. 'fronchin's. 
I waited until 10 o'clock, but as they were still at table I put 
off my visit. till the moru.iiig . I did not know that l\I. de 
VolOO.ir · l1at1 l..J n liol<l nough to come immetliately to town, 
aud thnt iu compA.ny with my dear foster-brother and old com­
panion he went to M. le Proeideut and the four Syndics, and 
had set out his case in the blackest colours, saying that I had 
gone to M. de Voltaire and threateneL1 to kill him if he dic1 not 
buy the manuscript, etc. 

'I return ed very tranr1uilly wit.h my wife, whil1~ my frimicls 
were searching for me on all sides to aid me in escaping. My 
good star so arranged it t hat not one met me. Tlw step:;: ol' 
my house were crowded with tipstaffa , nud on my appo:.i.rance 
one who gnar11ed the street-door asked me if I were not the 

VOL. II. 
N 
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Sieur Grasset. I replied in the affirmative; seizing me, he 
called his comrades, each of whom laid hold of me somewhere 
or other. I asked to be taken lmforR M. le President, but in 
vaiu; I was tl1ken to the Grnnd'Garcle, the doors were closed, 
the sentinels a1·e doubled, and I am k ept in sight. M. l'Auditeur 
Grenus having been informed comes and asks me for my papers, 
my keys. I reiterate my demand to be taken before M. le 
President. He declares that, as I have been arrested at the 
request of the Synuics and of M. le President, he pities me, 
and conducts me for the first time in my life to prison. My 
money is taken from me, as well as my watch, my seD.l, an<l 
generally everything which is taken from the greatest criminals. 
I am placed in a cell, n,nd am forbidden to speak to any one. 

'It was midnight on Friday that I was left alone, abandoned 
to the most gloomy reflections. I saw no one, I was not heard; 
finally, on Saturday at 5 o'clock in the evening, I was told that 
M. le IJieutenant alll1 the Secretary of Justice were below to 
hear me; I went to them, and here is word for word what 

they said: 
' "Sir the MaD"uificent Council was assembled until 3 o'clock 

) 0 

on your account, and your papers, having been examined, 
do you much honour. I am delighted that the Council has 
charged me with the care of liberating yon, which I do with 
pleri,sure. Continue to perfect your talents and always tell the 
truth; there is nothing to oppose your establishing yourself 
here after you have modestly petit.ioned to that pnrpose, and it 
you conduct yourself in the same manner. All your papers are 
returned to you, and the secret of their contents is preserved. 
'l'he copy of the seventeen lines you gave M. cle Voltaire yester­
day has been retained, anrl you are blamed for having kept it. 
Your conduct in this affair has been satisfactory, but for very 
gooJ reasons you are forbidden to wear your sword during the 
stay yon make here, it being contr::try to custom. In order 
to diminish the cost of your imprisonment the entry in the 
gaol-book will be erased, you will leave like a soldier, and 
you will not pay any of the expenses connected with the 
Auditors. Adieu, Monsieur ! you are freB, and I am extremely 
sorry for the annoyance which mn,y hnve been caused to you."' 1 

> No do.te. Originfll unpublished document in the author's possession. 
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It will be nol;iced that this narration alludes very fully to 
the presence and action of M. Cathala, which M. Desnoiresterres 
takt>s pains to point out is not mentioned in the statement by 
Gau llieur. i 

Th e latter tells us: 'The house of Bom:;quet obtri,ined 
declarations which placed its employe honourably out of the 
question in this obscure affair .... Grasset is not the only 
person that Voltaire has charged in his correspondence with 
iurnginary misdeeds.' 

I recognise on the part of Gaullieur a generous desire to 
present a favourable view of Gmsset's conduct, which is the 
more natural, as it is evident that he was in relations with the 
latter's family, nnd examined his papers after his death. It 
should be added, however, that Gaullieur is considered an 
impartial critic. 

There is another very emphatic unpublished document 
greatly to Grasset's credit, which should Le aL1c1ed to his recorc1, 
being a letter from M. de Rodon, junior,2 at Geneva, to M. de 
Brellles, at Ussieres, August 15, 1755, in which he says: 

'I have learned from M. Grasset, whom I have known for 
Home time, that you were connected in a manner with the 
bmiiness of the bookselling establishment known under the 
name of Marc Michel Dousc1uet and Company nt Lausanne, anc1 
that, in conjunction with the persons forming this society, you 
have signed (fur a certain person whose power of attorney you 
possess 3

) an agreement which he had communicated to me a8 a 
friend, to the effect that this society had taken him into its 
service, and lmd in consequence caused him to undertake t.he 
journey to Spain and other places. In order to merit this act 
of confir1 nc which you have manifested towards him, he ought 
to neglect nothing dependent upon him to recognise this benefit., 
an~ l' nu r himself worthy of it by his attachment to the service 
of this society ; but it would be very unfortunate for him if 
while he is doing his best to that end, others worked during 

' Desnoirestet·res, l!ol/ai~·e O.'UJI) Ddl4cl1il, p. 114. 
' M. do .Rodon, juui.oi:, or the well-known io.mily .of Fronch origin, ·to which 

belonged Lho c~)eb1·nted Da.vi.d Dot·odon, who ncqniretl such o. great r putntion 
as a din.leotleinn thJJ.t o. profoaaor, fincling himself ono dn.y gron.Uy emba1·r1J.11fll<I 
be fote an 11dver1111<r.)I whom ha did not know, ncldtcssecl him w-illi LLose signifi­
cant words: 'Ea di e.bolus e.ut Derodoo,' 

' Mme. clu Tei!. 

N '> 
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his absence to sap the foundations of his nnc1ertaking by 
disparaging him in your mind n.nc1 m that of many other 

persons. 
'The affair which happened t o him lwre with M. Voltaire, 

who I know is in correspondence with you, Sir, has given rise 
to many reports to his disadvantage, which have no other 
founcfations than those put forward by his enemies. 'l'hus it is 
that truth once obscured with difficulty pierces the cloutl with 
which a crafty imputation has enveloped it. 

'I name here no one ; I will content myself simply with 
t elling you, Sir, that having learned that there was a rumour at 
Lausanne of M. Grasset having been banished from Geneva 
upon leaving prison, I have thought myself obliged to say, Sir, 
that the matter is absolutely fahie , allcl that Grasset came out of 
prisrm as soon as it was possi.lile to throw full light, on the 
cause which had conducted him there. He Wt.."- therefore 
discharged as innocent. In com eqnence, his name has been 
strieken off the gaol-book and the register of prisoners, aml 
when he left this town for the places of his destination en m ute 
for Spain, he had a passport of this town delivered in good and 
due form, signed by a Councillor of State, and sent out from 
onr charrwellerie bearing its arms and seal. 'l'his, Sir, is a 
document which should suffice to confound those who wish to 
rnin him by spreading abroad the rumour of his banishment. 
As to tbe other insinuations with regard to his service iu 
the house of M. Cramer, a personal interview with you would bci 
necef.lsary to explain to you the facts. It will therefore suf11ce 
me for the present to tell you that he is completely covered by 
the receipt in good form which these gentlemen have given him 
after the settlement of their accounts with him. I have seen 
all these documents myself, together with all the correspondence 
which he has had since leaving these gentlemen. By this 
means T have also seen the correr,pondence he has had with the 
said Voltaire concerning a certain nrnnuscript which has brought 
this thing upon 11im. He even said to me on this occa1:iion that 
he had left with yon one of the letters which :VI. Voltaire had 
writ.ten to him. As it may he of use to him with others which 
he already has before him from this gentleman and his secretn.ry, 
if you would have the kiudtless to r-;end it to him at his wife's 
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address, you would oblige me greatly. I venture to penmade my­
self that however intimate your relations with M. Voltaire may be, 
the reputation of probity which attaches to you everywhere will 
not permit that an innocent person should be oppressed, or the 
means of shielding himself from the injustices to which he is 
exposed removed from him. I may tell yon, Air, th::tt I know 
M. Voltaire, and have had occasion to see him several tim es and 
giv<~ him a number of letters, nrnnuscripts, anc1 other similar 
t hings which M. le Due d'Uzes, premier peer of ~-,ranee, sent to 
rne for him ; but I promise myself that at the first opport.unity 
I have of seeing him again I shall tell him that he has been 
fortunate in having to deal with a peacen.ble man, and that 
with any at.her person he would not have come off so happily. 

'Neither science nor credit makes law. This principl e well 
established, it might be ext m1c1ec1 almost indefinitely; hut I have 
t roubled you sufficient.ly with thii;; matter, whil'.h I thought it my 
cl uty to place before you in the light of clay, believing that you 
might be prej ndiced, as others hri,ve been, as to the t ruth of this 
affair. I am delighted, moreover, that this opportunity has 
presented itself, enri,bling me to n,ssure you of t.he sentiments of 
respectful and perfect consideration and the sincere devotion 
with which I have the honour to be,' etc. 1 

In considering tho documents we have jnst read in con­
nection with the facts, we find that Grasset's statenrnnt that he 

' August lG, 1755. Unpublished collections of M. Ernest Chavannos. 
lit de Hodan, junior, at the same time recallecl hinrnelf to M. do lJronles in 
tltcr;e words: 'You will be smprisocl t o receive a letter from a penion of whom 
a certain lap~e of time tmd your distance from this town have C!LUsecl yon to 
lose s!ght. I am tfl.king the liberty of writing to you in orcler to renew onr 
!WC[u.a111tance. Hemember, if yon please, Sir, that Gol1len Age which the young 
c1c,sp1se.' m1cl a ptut of which we passed together in om youth in pleasures ancl 
recreat.wn; rcmcmher yonr studies h ere [Geneva] 11nc1 the aclvantnNe i:t ll<l tli e 
h onom I hacl to cliHpute with you the p rize for construing Te1·ence in tlte Heconrl 
ehss- the only pri><e of its kincl in that clasR·· --which you carried off over nw, 
who waR then one of your competitorn. Tim encl of our version wn.R 'clnm 
n1lhnc rccens est,' which I trnnslnted hy these wurcls, ' While it is 11uite recent,' 
omitting the word ' acl!wc ,' still , ancl BO mi ssing th e prize. I will avow here 
wh;it I have never tolcl you-- ·the 11dvantage you gained over me then ronsecl 
m y 11nger ancl jealousy against yot1, which I could not vam111 iHh . I <50L1lc1 not 
lwlp fooling, in spite of myself, the value of yam· talents, aml I havu, pcl'lrnp s, 
;inticipatccl as soon as m1yone else the f.(mrtt ropntfl.tion which yon have 
acqni'.·ccl. I have long since panlon ccl you, f.lir, all thuse little c!Jagt'inH, which 
worn mcrefl.so11 by my vanity an cl self-es teem (fro111 1.\rnt ti1110 vn.n11nislir.1l); 1111cl 
thc·re only renrnins to-cby the imprcosion of your merit tin cl n[ tlrn r; uporh>rity 
o[ ycllll' ttilcnts. With those tltonghts, pnn11it urn, Rir, Llw liLerLy uf wriLing to 
yuu to test ify lLll my !ILlmirntion <Lllll re:;puu L fo r you.' 



. \ 
182 HISTOUIC STUDIES IN 

had been invited by Voltaire to come to him is borne out by the 
letter mldressed to him by Voltaire's secretary, Oolini. It is 
also certain that G rasset, upon his arrival in Geneva, went to 
the First Syndic, and, relating to him the circumstances, asked 
his counsel; and that the magistrate advised him to go, and to 
emlGavour to ascertain whether Voltaire was the author of 'La 
Pucelle '-for the authorities felt sure of the fact without having 
any actual proof. 

Making allowances for certain exaggerations Grasset's state­
ment of what took place may be accepted. But it is necessary, 
in controlling his narration, to point out .the important fact that 
he omitted to give the following passage from the discourse of 
the Lieutenant of Justice to him in prison : 

'It has been decided to pass lightly over the examination of 
your papers, although you must feel that they ought to have 
been your ruin. I can even tell you that if I were not lieu­
tenant you would perhaps be hanged in less than three weeks, 
on the plea of a certain Cramer; you understand me very well.' 

'l'his allusion means that Grasset had been in the employ of 
the Brothers Cramer, and had been convicted of theft. 1 In 
spite of this serious situation lie was treated with singular 
favour, for his name was not mentioned in the deliberations of 
the Council, and although two copies of the verses were found 
in his possession, he was released the day after his arrest. 
vVhy? Pro1mbly on account of the secret mission to ohtain 
avowals from Voltaire with which he had been entrusted by the 
:First Syndic. 

'l'he statement concerning Grasset in Beuchot's preface to 
' La Pucelle' is founded entirely on the letters of Voltaire 
to d' Argental, Darget, de Brenles, and Polier de Bottens, and 
in several essential points is in contradiction with the unpub­
lished clocunients which I have here given. 

Grasset adtlressed a letter to I-faller, which is given in that 
interesting work, 'La Vie Intime de Voltaire,' by MM. Lucien 
Perey and Gaston l\faugras. It corresponds, as far as it goes, 
with that founcl in La Grotte, but does not contain many of the 
most important passages. The learned authors, in a note, also 
fall into the error of confounding Mlle. du 'rhil, former femme de 

' Bcgistres dit Conseil, p. 443; Archives de Geneva, 1755. 
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chamlwa of Mme. du Ohi1telet, with Mme. du Teil, of Lausanne, 
sister of Loys de Bochat. 

Voltaire had other causes of complaint against Grasset at a 
later moment. I shall present in another chapter the unpub­
lished letter of February 11, 1759, from Voltaire to Professor 
Hosset de Rochefort at Lausanne, in which he complains that 
Grasset has falsely attributec1 to him certain writings. Two 
clays later Voltn,ire wrote to Haller to place him on bis guard 
against Grasset, and enclosing the following certificate : 

' vVe, the undersigned, declare that the person namedFran9ois 
Grasset, having robbed us during the space of eighteen years, 
or thereabouts, while he served us in the capacity of clerk; 
the Magnificent Council required from us in 175G a declaration 
of what had passed; that we cornpliecl with this order, and gave 
it to M. l'Aucliteur de N orrnandie, accompanying it with docu­
ments which might prove his roguery; wherefore the Magnifi­
cent Council issued against him a warrant of arrest. Geneva, 
February 11, 1759. Signed, The Brothers Cramer.' 

In passing, we may note that the foster-brother named in 
Grasset's letter as going with Voltaire to the Syndic was one of 
the brothers, Gabriel Cramer. 

The great Haller replied in a letter declining to intervene in 
the dispute between Voltaire and Grasset ; and on February 1G 
Voltaire wrote to Rosset de Rochefort a second unpublished 
letter, which will also appear later, complaining of Grasset's 
conduct. 

Professor Rasset de Rochefort afterwards interested himself, 
and begged Mme. d'Aubonne (who is mentioned in Chapter 
OXVIII.) to use her good offices with Voltaire on Grasset's behalf, 
in which she was successful, and rendered the subjoined un­
published account to the Professor, Geneva, August 10, 1763: 

' Sir,-I shall always be delighted to execute the commis­
sions you give me. It was only necessary to interest yourself 
in the bookseller Grasset to make me neglect nothing on the 
subject. I had the honour of speaking about him, as you 
wished, to M. de Voltaire, ancl I was enchanted with the 
extremely kind manner with which he fo;teneu to my reqnest.. 
He assured me that he would beg M. Freuclenreich, his friend, 
to write to the Reigning Advoyer to ask permission for Grassct 
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to be allowed the exercise of his trade at Lausr.tnne. 'l'hns, 
Jear sir, I hope that this affair will meet with no diffi­

culties.' 1 

Finally, Grasset wrote from Geneva, ]'ebruary 15, 17G4, to 
Professor de Rochefort, to thank him for his protection. He 
s::i.ys t.hat he has decided to establish himself at Geneva if 
their Excellencies, 'relieved of all prejudice against me,' will 
permit it. He will occupy himself in publishing tr::msbtions 
of good English books, and does not propose to multiply bad 
books. He signs the letter 'Fra119ois Grasset, boolrneller, chez 
Messieurs les freres Martin, booksellers, at Geneva.' 2 

'l'wenty-two years after the difficulty with Voltaire concern­
ing 'La Pucelle' ancl einht months before the philosopher's 

• ' n 
death, Grasset wrote the subjoined letter to him, elated Lausanne, 
September l\J, 1777: 

'Sir,--'l'here was a time when you generously had the goocl­
ness to favour me with some of your immortal works ; unfortu­
nately I have been deprived of it for a good many years. No 
one knows bet,ter thrm you, Sir, that when comedians perctiive 
that their receipts are dimini8hing, they immediately announce 
the performance of one of your pieces. I :.un very nearly in the 
same position, and I notice too perceptilJly tlrnt the ordern for 
lmoks which I m;c~d to receive from a1Jroad are diminishing 
also. Almost all the letters of my correspondents coutain these 
words: Ifavc !JOU nny new lhi;i9~ uf M. du Tlolt((ire ? I reply, 
having no better answer, tlmt when one has composed fifty 
volumes, as you have, 8ir, which are clestinecl to enlighten man­
kind, one reposes for a time on his laurels; but they are 11ot 
r:mtisfied with this reason. 

'You have always acted, Sir, for the general welfare of hn­
manity. I have pressing need, even more tlt<m otliel'S, to t,ake 
a slio'ht share iu this distribution. I have hel'n m;f>ureu that 

b . 

you have a new theatrical piece iu your portfolio ; might I not 
venture to beseech you to confide the printing of it to me, or of 
anything that will please you ? 

' MS. dollections of Mme. Constan tin Grenier, founil hy U1e author in La 
Chotte. M1110. d'AuJLonne or rl' Auhonne, ?itd Ltluiso Honor4e I•'ran~.oi~e de 
Sa.u8sure de Borcher, marriecl suLsequen t.!y JIJ. do i·c ll o~. 

' Unpu\Jlishod MS. Collections ot Mme. Conatantln GNnier, foun<l by the 
author in Lo. Grot.te. 
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' I am, with the most sincere admiration and very llistin­
gnishecl ancl respectful consideration, Sir, your very humble an cl 
very obeuient and faithful servant, 

' F. G HASSE'f' 

'Bookseller and printer at Lausanne.' 1 

Had I not discovered the correspondence between Voltaire, 
Rosset cle Rochefort, and Mme. cl'Aubonne, thii; letter would 
have macle Grasset appear in a still more unfavourable light; 
for, without any iukrvening infornrnt.ion between his statement 
i11 17 GG and t.!1is letter of 17 77, it would seem incredible that 
the man who declared Voltaire to be a knave should Inter declare 
him to have 'always acteL1 for the general welfare of humanity.' 

Having snt before the re<l.der the documentary evidence in 
the case of Voltaire 1;ersHs Grasset, it is dm;irn.ble to inquire 
what wrn:; really the character of ' La Pucelle,' a poem com­
menceJ by Voltaire at least as early as l 726, during his inti­
macy with Mme. du ChCttelet, whose fmmr1.e (fo c71,(1.mbrc, as we 
have seen, stole a copy. It is said that the idea origiuatcll in a. 
diiscL1s8ion at the talJle of tbe l\farsh!J.l Je Hichelieu, and from 
that time Voltaire at intervals lavished all the resources of his 
genius on this £lthy umlertakiug, in which he vilified the greatest 
heroine of bir; rn.ce. La Harpe has just.ly said, ''l'here is not a 
really honest man who cloes not bluf>h in pronouncing 1.he name 
of this work.' Some of the admirers of Voltaire have clefendml 
that author 011 tlrn grouncl that its impious am1 liberti!le 
l:rnguage was intenc1ec1, by contrasting the ho1rnyec1 pkasures of 
a voluptuous lift» with one given up to intrigues, ambition, greecl, 
or hypocri,,y, to advance the truths of purity and freeJom from 
vice of all kinds. It must be confessed that the argument 
neither explains nor excuses such a vile performance. Voltaire's 
anxiety concerning its publication did not arise from aity sem;e 
of shame at its language and sentiments, but frum fear that 
it might draw upon him the most severe penalties because 
powerful perr<onageR were therein insulted. 

J'v:fM. Perey aml J'ifnugrrrs, in speaking of the incident pre­
vionRly related, say, 'His fright waR extreme. He saw himself 
alrr:.i<ly seized a11cl cn.rried a RPr,om1 time to t.he Bastille.' 'l'he 
Councillor 'l'ronchi11 rehtes that he wn.s so ::tbrmecl as to ueell 

' Autogrnph !utter in the il.Uthor's nnpublishcd collections. 



186 llISTORIC BTUDIES IN 

his soothing aid. 'After I had represented to him the absurdil.y 
of his fear that ]!,ranee would commit the imprudence to seize an 
old man on foreign t erritory in on1er to imprison him in the 
B a1:1tille, I was compelled to express my astonishment that a head 
organised like this should be L1erangec1 to such a point as I saw it. 
Covering his eyes with his closed hands and bursting into tears, 
' Yes, indeed, my friend, I am mad ! ' was his only reply. 1 

In order to avoid the consequences of his attacks upon 
various influential persollfl.ges in 'La Pncelle,' Voltaire sent 
Colini to Paris with orders to employ night and day a great 
number of copyists in preparing manuscript1:1 of the poem to be 
scattered broadcast among the public. 'l'hese manuscripts differed 
from each other, and were all charged by Voltaire with infamies 
and detestable verses, the latter being so arranged as to permit 
him to disown the entire work with indignation. 

No matter what additions may have been made to the lines 
shown to Voltaire by Grasset , the poem itself, as eventually 
published with Voltaire's authorisatiou, is worthy of the con­
demmi,tion which Mme. de Bochat was told it deserved. 

I lrnve accorded a full measure of praise to the good side of 
Voltaire's character, but it would be unfair not to mention his 
various subterfuges, his irreligious works appearing under the 
nmnes of fictitious persons or of men no longer living, and dis­
owning them even upon oath when attributeu to him, although 
he had no hesitation in confessing that he had always in view 
the entire destruction of the Christian religion. 

Dr. Tronchin, writing to Rousseau, who was then on terms 
of friendship with Voltaire, has left on record perhaps the most 
truthful criticism of the poet: 

' I have received, my respectable friem1, yom letters with the 
eagerness which precedes and which follows all that comes from 
you, and with the pleasure which accompanies everything that is 
gooc1. I wish I could reply to you in the same manner concerning 
our friem1 [Voltaire J ; but what can we expect from a man who 
is only always in contradiction with himself, anc1 whose heart has 
always been 1;he dupe of his mind? His moml state has been from 
his earliest infancy so scarcely natural and so deformed, that his 
actual being is entirely artificial anc1 resembles nothing. Of all 

1 Gaullieur, E trcnncs Nationalcs, 1855. 
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contemporary men, the one he knows the least about is him­
self. All the relations bt\tween him and other men, and 
br.tween other men arnl him, are peculiar to him. H e has 
wished for greater happiness than he coulcl pretend t o. The 
excess of his pretensions has indee<l insensiLly conducted him to 
that injustice which the laws do not condemn, but which reason 
c1isnpproves. He has not carried away his neighbour's wheat, 
he has not taken his ox or his cow, hut he has plnndered 
in other ways, in order to give himself a reputation and impe­
riol'ity which the wise man despises, because they al'e always 
t.oo dear. Perhn.ps he has not been sufficiently delicate in the 
choice of means. 'l'he praises and the cajoleries of his admirers 
have completed what his immoderate pretensions had begun, 
and thinking that ho is the master, he h::ts becom e the slave of 
his admirers. His happiness depends on them. This false 
foumlation has left immense empty spaces. He hns become 
<1censtome<1 to praise; and to what does not one lieC'om e 
acc nstomec1? If haliit has made it lose its imaginary wort.11, 

it is hecam1e of vanity in estimation of himself. It count.s for 
nothing that whieh it has appropriated, and for too much that 
which has been refuse<l to it; from which it. follows finally, that 
the insults of La Beaumelle give more pain than the acclama­
tions of the crowL1 have ever given pleasure. What is the 
rcsl1lt ? ~rhe fear of death for one trembles before it) does not 
prev n t complaints fl,.'3 to li tb, and not knowing to wh m to 
complain ne oomphi.ins of l r vi<lence when one s}1ottld be only 
disco11ten tec1 with on . 's self.' 1 

This striki11g aurilysis embodies in a great measure the final 
juLlgment of M. DLisnoiresterres , who was perhaps the most 
intimate friend thn.t Voltaire bas had in this cent ury, and 
through whose hands have passed the greatest amount of 
original material. H e tolc1 me that he com<idered it an impar­
t ial portrait, though perhaps slight ly exaggerated, and this idea 
he has repeated in his printed work. 2 

Laurent Angliviel de la Beaumelle-whose attacks '.rronchin 

' Novombor 1, 175G.-Je(l,n-Jacg_tt{JS 11oussecm, scs Ainis et scs Enncmis 
1111~ M. <.t. Stre<JJrni.san-MonHoa, i. p. 32~. l 'aris, 1805. ' 

~ ' Si Oe po~· t ro.it JnflTI IJ ~ C de hi1 11v illm100., ii est impartial_, un pcu grossi 
COlllmo ce qae 1 on rog11nle u fa lonpe.'- Dou11011e.sterres, Voltaire au.;; Deliccs 
p.8~. ' 
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considered Voltaire felt more acutely than all the praises 
he received-was born at Valleraugue, France, in 1 726, and 
cliec1 at Paris in 1773.1 '11he anonymous letters which Voltaire 
received at this time were sincerely bBlievecl by him to be from 
La Beaumelle, although his enemies accused him of fabricating 
them himself. 

This is Voltaire's reply of June 25, 17G7, to the petitions 
of 1f adame cle la Be::mmelle, nee Lavay8se : 

'rrhe bdy who writes to me is the daughter of a man whom 
I er;teem, and the wife of a man who has insulted me. I do 
not know whether her hnsbanc1 bas been c;ent to the Bastille or 
to Bicetre, but I know that he c1eservefl a more terrilile punish­
ment for having insulted Lo11is XIV., the Duke llegent 
d'Orleans, and all the Ministers. 

'These are not literary follieR, hut crirneR. They are, it 
is true, the crimes of a maclnrnn, but they are none the less 
punishal 1le. 'rhe anonymous letter which I received is in the 
office of the Ministers, and I have kept ::m exact copy. Every­
t.hing I have written on this subject is true, is proved, and will 
be upheld by me. 

1 He belonged to a Protestant family, !Jut was educ[Lted in the Catholic 
School of Charity at Alais. Bcpairing to Geneva in 1745 he returned to the 
C[Llvinistic faith, and hehl for a year (174\l-1750) the ch[Lir of J!'rench liternturc 
at Copenhagen, from whence he proceecle(l to Berlin and enclcavourocl to !Jocomo 
intinrnte with Voltaire-whom, however, he lrnLl [Llreacly atbcked in a book 
entitled JJ1es Pcnsi'cs. Being rnpuloccl !Jy the philosopher, at the i1rntig[Ltion 
of Manpertuis, he commenced agrtinst Voltairn a war which knew no truce. 
He published at Pm·is, 1752, his Notes upon the Si1\o/e de Louis XIV., in which 
he not only criticised the author, but imprudently attacked the Duo d'Orli:ans 
::111c1 the Royfl.11<\tmily, as well as the minibtern t1rnl the most respecta!Jle men 
of the kingclom. Voltaire rnpliecl, exposing his griefs imcl the obligations of 
the other to him, and stating by whom L[L Bcarnnelle Jrnd been excited against 
him. Shut up for nearly a year in the Bastille, L[L Bcaumelle won his release 
by an Ode upon the confinement of bhe DM1phine, hut wns nc.vertheless exiled 
fifty leagues from Pad.a. IIe i.rnmedio.toly rccoruruet1coclhis virulent criticisms 
of Voltaire, and also piinted a .ilfcnwii· lo l!a 1ISl)d in a History of JJ1aclanw de 
JJ1rtinlennn, in which he treated that cclehrnted wonmn with indignity, and also 
the person of the Grand Monarch. Having heen acct1,,eLl of stealing from 
Racine's house certain lettern of this laLly upon whid1 ho had founded this 
work, he was again thrown into the Bastille, and [Lt the end of the year exiled 
from Paris. He now engrtgccl actively in the defence of Ca.las, contributing to 
the rokrtse of tlrnt unfortunrrte nmn's cfa11ghtors, anrl finally marrying the 
sister of JJavaysse, one of the accused in this caRo. Strange to say, his suc­
cessful intervention in this suit clicl not hri1ig rt!Jout l\ rnconciliation with 
V 011.airo, who had so courngemrnly and vigorously defendOLl these victims. In 
1770 La Beaumelle W8·S allr:nvcd to return to Pm·is, received the poRt of 
librnrian to the King, aml obtained [L pension. He died a few months later in 
the house of his friend, r,[L Comlamine. 
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'When one is guilty of such atrocities, there IS only one 
thing to do-repent. Im;olence is a bad resource for a man 
laden with opprobrium. 'l'he passions of unbridled youth are 
dearly paicl for long afterwards. If tbe daughter of a worthy 
man who has had the mi1:1fortune to marry so guilty a man 
wi~hes to spare him the horrors attached to such evil conduct, 
she ought to begin by making him blush with shame, and finish 
by making him an honest man. It is only at this price that I 
can forget infamous actions.' 1 

Ltt Beaumelle, who was at Mazures, in Foix, wrote July 13 
to the Lieutenant-General of Police, M. de Sartines, that 
VoltairE;J had written to JHme. de la Beaumelle and her father 
letters, each word of which was a disgrace. 

CTIAP'l'EU OXV 

THE ready pen of Mme. de Loj8 de Bochat had many other 
things to do in her letter to M. de Brenles 2 of June 2,i, 17 GG 
(see Chapter XIV.), heRides criticising Voltaire's 'Epitre.' She 
had sent to the poet on the 15th a copy of de Brenles' eulogy 
on her husband. It had not arrived on the 18th, but she is 
convinced it is now in the hands of Voltaire, who is said to be 
at Monriou. 'I have been obliged,' she continues, 'to close rny 
cellars, there being no bnyArs, although I am in great want of 
money. I should lie much oliliged to have your advice, Sir, 
on the following. What I have in England in the public func1s 
was placed there in the names of my late lrnsbancl and my own, 
because the laws of the kingc1om c1o not permit a marriec1 
woman to have any money placed urn1er lwr name alone. J\8 
there has been a good Jeal of expense incurred in tmnsferrin;~· 
the same to my name, I wi;;h to know if it is the ec;tnte m· 
myself alone who must support it. I have not yet spoken of 

1 Original letter in the [Ll1thor's unpublished collections. 
2 Then at his clii"Ltcan of Ussierns, three leagues from Lausanne, on the 

Gerne ro[Ld, near Momlon. 
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this to Mme. du Teil, who I feel sure would not wish to tleciL1e 
this nny more than I do. Wibh your natural equity, do me the 
favour to t ell me wha.t to c1o. 1 

• • • 

'Do not abandon yourself so ent irely with Mme. de Brenlss 
to the pleasures of your sweet 1:etr at tltat you will forg t tb 
friends you have here, in t he num ber of whom I pl'.ay both f y · u 
to co11nt me as among the most attached. In your absence I b a.1· 
a.11 th w igl1t f the communicnitions of M. de Wattevill . He 
overwhel ms me with his tl'anslations t,-w or three times 11 w ol . 
You will see, Sir, by the date of my letter, that it was written 
four days ago, becanse I counted upon the arrival of the 
messen{)'er that you anuouncec1 to rn e some time since. 

'I l~ave received a letter from M. Vernet. 'fhis is what he 
says about the Eulogy in speaking of the " illustrious" cleceasecl: 
"It appears to me worthy of him and admirably well turned. 
I do not know from whose pen it comes, but assuredly it is im-

' possible to Jesire anything better, and I am very happy to 
welcome this piece, for it is more prominent and will be morn 
widely known than an epit::iph ; it accords every possible honour 
to the deceased while only speaking the truth." I saw the 
Professor and his wife last evening on their way to the baths of 
V alais. H e confirmed all that he had said in his letter, ancl 
went still fnrther, aclcling that he had never seen a piece of this 
kind which had given him so much pleasure. You may be surn, 
Sir that I ren<lered justice to the aut.hor by naming him.' 2 

''l'he appearance of Voltaire aml Vernet side by side in thiR 
letter st rikes one ns very odd, when we remember th::it it was 
Vem t (1 l'Ofi s r Jacoh ei·11 t, 1 8-1789) ho, coumgeously 
l.1efoncliug religion aninst t;h attacks of Volto.il' , was f~sely 
t\ us a by him of ho.ving dited th impious pmnphl ntitled 
'Di:\l gu s CbT6ti ns.' I cann t, 11 weve1-, go as far as M. fo 
Montet in saying that he clid not solicit the editorship of l­
tait'fHl ' I!istoj re Univ rsell ,' nncl for th following r u:1011s. 

Vernet , who is mentiunecl several times in George Deyver­
dun's J ournal , was a friend and correspondent of Professor 
Itosset de Rochefort. In a letter dated Geneva, April 2, ] 7 G1L, 
he comlules with the latter on the lo:ot> of his worthy fo1ilier, an 

1 'l'hese fnncb later hecamc the property of Gcol'l(C Dcyverdun. 
' Unpulili;;hcd collectiom of M. Erneot Glrnv rm neo. 

l 
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excellent pastor. At this time Vernet was on good terms with 
Voltaire, and in this epistle he says : 

' We have nothing 11e1v li te in a litei·ru·y way except o, 
quart~ ,?ditioi;i- in Itnlian of _the " Historia Civ.ile del Rcgno di 
Napoli b! i~on , wher ~n I have placed a sufllcieufJly clil·ious 
nccon~t of the ~e ~nd _w:orks .of the author · the Essay of M. 1fa 
VoHaH· on t;!Je H1sto1re U n1vei:selle,'' in which I hn.v correct.ed 
(with his approbation) Val·lons faults of the edition of llolla.ncl 
unLil ~e author himself corrects and augments i;his \Vork, a:ud 
for wlnoh I (tlso Wl'ote the preface. ~lhey ave a1>0ut to publish 
in octavo cc P11incip s <ln Dl'Oit Natm·eJ," by M. Du1:1lin.che trans­
lated into Latin by one J our 1· g uts

1 
a num of wib and n. 

good Latinist ; I have added some pages concerning the life of 
the autl~or" M!" Instruction ChrGtienne," which is being printed 
at La N euvev1lle, wonlL1 have already appeared, had it not been 
for the clelay of the printer.' 1 

.In an unpublished letter, as late as February 11, 1750, 
whwh I shall have occa8ion to cite later, to Professor de Rosset 
de Rochefort, Voltaire says, 'The supposed quarrel with J\L 
V :-rnet, professor of theology, is another insult to this professor, 
with whom I have never quarrelled, and whom I esteem aml 
love.' 2 

M. Veru t fills an imporbnnt place in lilie writriugs nua co~·­
resi)o11d nee of Voltaire, but after th ·fr aisagr m u1; ]1 be ame 
t1e sllbject of Voltaire's ' La J_,ett.r 'uri use,' w1·itten h J71iu 
a~a . of ~s ' Eloge :le l' llypocriaie,' f the same year , w her th~ 
distmguished mn.n is thus addressed: 

'Mais toi , pa.u,•rc l1om.me, excr6ment de colle" e 
Dis-moi 11ua.l hien, 'Jlllll rnng, qua! privilege 

0 
' 

I1 te revient do !-On m11intLen cttgot.' 

Mme. cle Loys cle Bochat (July 5, 175tl) usks Mme. de 
Drenles if Dr. Tissot nad made known to J\1 . de Breiiles bis 
m~_ria~e. '.Perlui:ps 1.J10 A.l)sorption of hil:l time caus ii 11y n11 
p1~lenuc which reigns o.t Lau1:m,mie may hiive prev ntetl him. 

This malady mo.nifi t.s i tsolf by a still' neck, viol nt pains in tJie 
heatl, fev 1" and with some, deliri um. A son of M. [PoJiel'] de 

1 
From tlie unpuhliRl1ecl collectiou s of Mme. Constantin Grenier d"s .. l 

by the author in La Grotte. ' 1 covei cc 
7 Ibid. 
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St. Germain is actually at the point of death.'' She also writes 
from J_,ausanne, August 9, 1755, to Mme. de Brenles at 

Ussieres: 
'I have been compelled by unfortunate circumstances to put 

off so long answering your letter. 'l'wo days before its reception, 
Mlle. de V uffiens was in a very dangerous conc1ition ; after 
suffering three w ks fr m th malady, which appears to be thn,t 
which is pl'evalent and by which so many young persons and 
servants hav b en o.tfacked, unfavourable symptoms presented 

themselves, and we feared to lose her.' 
Mme. Magemn,nile de Buren, writing from Berne (July 10), 

informs Mme. de Bochat that she has received through M. le 
Bailli de Buren the Eulogy of M. de Bochat, whose death she 
sincerely mourns. Mme. J, Mallet writes from Geneva (July 13) 
to Mme. de Loys at Vidy, and asks, like Mme. de Loys de 
Bochat, with interest and curiosity, if Dr. Tissot's marriage is a 

success. 
Dr. Tissot (1728-1797) here alluded to, 'the celebrated 

1;1hysician of Lausanne,' as ol tah·e calls him, wbos 1 tuning 
and diagnoses eventut.\l1y dr w t LaoSflJllle a roultitmle of 
emin nt I l'SOil.B from all countries, must b acc0t·d a special 
atte11 tion in any historic study of Vaud. He sp1: 11g from an 
au ient Itii,lian family which r moved to Vr:md in 14,QQ in the 
person of Etienne rl'issot, from whom the Doctor was eleventh 
in descent. Born at Graney (Vaud), be studied at Geneva and 
Montpellier, and came to Lausanne in 1749 with the degree of 
doctor of medicine. In the year 1755 be published a treatise 
entitled 'Inocubtion Justified,' which at once brought him into 
public notice and laid the foundations of his great reputation. 
This work (afterwards cited by Mirabeau, who attributed it to 
La Condamine, in a letter persuading a friend to have his 
daught r vnocinat il) orig.ino.i; <l a friendship between Tissot and 
the famous ph aician ancl pbilosopher, Jenn Georges Zimmer­
mann of Zurich (1728-l 79r. . The latter, having studied at 
Gottingen under Haller, pri\ ti~ d me<licin for a tim a~ 13 1·11 1 

then at Brugg, and published in 1756 hi1:1 work < n S Html ,' 
which lrnd a prodigious succeas in Germany, Engll\na, and "Ji'runce. 
He was the author of oth r works rmcl through the friend hip 

1 From thi unpuhl,ishecl collections of M. Ernest Chavannes . 
. '·" 

\• 
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of Tissot (who had declined the post) was in 1768 appointed 
physician to George III. of England, at his electoral court of 
Hanover. He experienced every kind of domestic sorrow, and 
intellectual labours were his only resource. It is worth remem­
bering in connection with Tissot's kindly offices, which greatly 
lessened the hypochondria of Zimmermann, that the former 
gained his doctorate by a thesis, ' De Mania, de Melancholia et 
Phrenitude.' Tissot also wrote a life of Zimmermann. 

Zimmermann attended ]'rederick during his last illness at 
Berlin, and published ' Select Views of the Life, Reign and 
Character of Frederick the Great.' 'l'he French Revolution 
deeply affected him, and he addressed to the Emperor Leopold 
II. a memoir recommending a league of all the absolute 
monarchies against the revolutionists. 

I found in La Grotte a letter in Latin, dated Zurich, 
February 20, 1754, from Zimmermann to Professor Rosset de 
Rochefort. Speaking of his desire to have one of his works 
transl11f;ed, nnm ly, '.A Dissertation on the Causes oflncredulity,' 
he says that M. Rnchat, the historian, had promised to translate 
his ' Meclitu.tions on the Holy Communion.' He also mentions 
a translation of six of his 'Dissertations on Theological Sim­
plicity,' by the son of M. Rocques, pastor of Basle. He says that 
the publication of the 'Musee Zuricois ' had been retarded after 
the twenty-eighth number, and the second part of his own works 
had also been stopped, because ib had been difficult to find pnr­
chasers.1 

Next to this was a bundle of unpublished letters from M. 
Pictet (1699-1788), pastor of Geneva; 2 from M. Frani;ois de 
Roches (1701-176 ), professor of theology there (surnamed the 
Demosthenes of thnt city on account of his eloquence, and who 
had combated Mlle. Marie Huber's· book, 'La Religion Essen­
tielle a l'Homme '), and from many others of distinction.3 

' From the unpublished collections of Mme. Constantin Grenier, discovered 
by the author in .La Grotte. 

• 'I'he following is an ntty on Lhe pnbliG l'Cgistm:s o! Genova : 'The 
Oounci l and the Vencmi.ble ompo.ny ho.ve golld cause to regret the loss of 
11peafa.ble Jeo.n l'.t·iuu,1oia Plo~et, dne 1lf our inoAt wo11thy po.aLora, who served 
t.he Cl11uch during fl.fliy.two years wiLh t.eal 1.1.ud wlt;h the most h!ippy roEntlti;.' 

' Marie Huber wns the daughter ol Jean Jacques Hubel' and An.no Cn.Lhe­
rino Cnlandritli, ancl WU..'J born o.t Geneva 1695, dy;i.ng u.t '.Lyons 175i!. J3roug.ht 
up at Lyons, where the Protestants were dist.inguililied Fox their honourab!enos.'J 
and culture, sh e became an eminent r liginn~ Wl'iLer at the 111J1t llre age ot· 

VOL. TI. n 
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'110 return to 'l'issot. He married, as we have seen, in this 
year (1755) a daughter of Professor d'Apples de Charriere, who, 
having been deceived in her affections by her first husband, 
obtained a divorce. She was endowed with great sensibility of 
mind, and possessed a happy clrnracter and an agreeable temper. 
Her misfortunes not less than her personal qualities touched 
the heart of Dr. Tissot, and determined him in bis choice, in 
which considerations of fortune had no part, for she only 
hronght him a dowry of four thousand livres, and a trousseau 
valued at not more than three hundred. 

Tissot was an omnivorous reacler. In his father-in-law's 
house the doctor found a large collection of books; de Lays de 
Bochat placed at his disposition the treasures of his library. 
D'Arnay, Olavel de Drenles, and Alexamlre Cesar Cbavannes 
wore his closest friends. 

When Voltaire arrived at Lausanne, Tissot, as we have 
Rmm, wa,s in daily attendance, as Tronchin was at Geneva. 
M. Charles Eynarc1, in bis ' Life of Tissot,' says: ' Although 
ar1miring the genius of Voltaire, Tissot was shocked by bis 
littlenesses am1 the inj nstice of his temper. 'rhe 1ui'i'vetG with 
which this apostle of liberty asked for rigorous measures against 
hiR adversaries, from whom he dernandec1 to be continually pro­
tPctm1, and above all the tenacity he displayed in overwhelm­
ing the bookseller Grnsset, whose sole crime was in having 
made money out of his soph,isms and his blasphemies, finishecl 
the enlightenment of M. 'l'issot as to Voltaire's tolerance arnl 
philosophy.' 

'l1is!'lot first came into notice at the time when he was asso­
ciated with his future father-in-law, Dr. d'Apples, as physician 
to the poor of the town. It was while working among theRe 

thirty-six, attracting the attention of Voltaire by her polemical works. She 
WlLS endowed with a beauty not often allied to theological pnrnuits, aml her 
piety ruld goocl works won the esteem eycn of tbe Catholic elorgy. As 
liave n,lr011ily i·cm.arkecl in vol. i. pp. 963- 4, Mademoiselle J\Ial'ie Hubor's idea 
wl\B to 11implify Chrlstianity by lre~ng it J'.rom the dognme and mysteries 
lnoomprchensibl to the human intellect, reducing it to a l!!llB.11 num\Jer of 
uaxdinru trn~ha. She was essant:inlly an WJemy of Calvini t 1•igou1·. Seeking 
to reconcile infidels with religion, her theories tend rather towards Deism. 
8he denies in one of her publications the dogma of eternal punishment, 
r"placing it by pmgatory. She also translated the most rrgreeti.ble and useful 
pD.rts of the Spectator into French. (Colonel Huber-Saladin's unpublished 
.llS. on the Huber family.) 
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classes that he became acquainted with their miserable conc1i­
tion and the little ability displayed in matters of public 
health. 

''l'he genius and experience of M. 'l'issot,' of which Gibbon 
speaks with admiration, soon found vent in his ' Advice to the 
Public Concerning Their Health,' published in 17tH, a manual 
of popular medicine which obtained an immense vogue and 
placed him in the rank of universal celebrities. There were 
numberless editions of this work, in French, German, Dutch, 
Flemish, English, Italian, Swedish, Danish, Hungarian, Spanish, 
Russian, Polish, Portuguese, and Greek. 

'11issot added to his fame by his work on 'Inoculation,' a 
copy of which he offered to Voltaire, who replied, ' 'l'his work 
is a service rendered to the human race ; ' and then, enlarging 
upon his own wretched state of health, signed himself ' The 
Invalid Voltaire.' Tissot, ignorant that Voltaire had made this 
epithet an ordinary accompaniment of his name, thought that 
he was in danger, and besieged his colleague Tronchin of 
Geneva with questions as to this malady. Tronchin, with his 
usual brusque, good sense replied : ' As to M. de Voltaire, an 
always irritated bile, and nerves ever in a state of irritation, 
have been, are, and will be the eternal cause of his suffer­
ings.' 

In this connection Charles Eynard, 'l'issot's biographer, 
mentions a curious fact. In 17 56 the Duke of Orleans wished 
to have his children inocula~,ed. When he consulted Louis XV. 
the King curtly replied, ' You are the master of your own 
children.' And this paralysed the hands of all the Parisian 
inoculators. The Duke's choice then fell upon the Genevan 
Tronchin, who received for the operation ten thousand Gc11..s, 

without counting gold boxes and jewels. He was, in fact, for 
some weeks the man most in fashion in France. The women 
wore only lwnnets 1Z l'inoculat,ion, and their morning gowns wme 
called tronchincs, because this lEsculapius had recommended 
matutinal exercise. 

But 'l1i8sot'8 renown soon outstripped even these remarkable 
<lemonstrations. He was rewardecl in his own country by the 
highesl; honours in its gifts, the bo-nrgcoioie of Lausanne, admis-
8ion to the Economical Society of Berne, and a gold medal 

0 2 
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conferretl upon him by the Boanl of Health. Patients flockecl 
from all sides to consult him. 'l'he King of Poland offered him 
the first medical post in his kingdom, but he preferred to remain 
nt Lausanne, where Their Excellencies of Berne created in his 
favour a chair of medicine. 

In 1768 the Duke cle Choiseul had intended to place him at 
the heacl of a great hospital which he c1rniirec1 to see founded at 
Paris, but the mirriflter'i:l foll prevented this. 'l'issot was con­
sulteL1 at the smne time by the Senate of Venice upon the 
m1vantnges anc1 the clangers of inoculation, as well as upon the 
means of introducing it into the Venetian States. In conse­
q nence of his counsels the Uepublic in 1773 offered him a pro­
fps::;orRhip at the University of Padua. 

Having been the companion and ac1viRer of the Emperor 
,Joseph IT. during his sojourn at Lausanne in 1777, he received 
through him four years later the Ohair of Medicine at Pavia, 
where he created such enthusiasm among his stlll1ents tbat 
upon his departure they erected a monument in his honour. 
He was a Fellow of the Royal Society of London, member of 
the Hoyal Society of Mer1icine of Paris, of the Medical Physical 
Academy of I3asle, and of many other learned bodies. 

'l'he two unpublished letters of Tissot subjoined were ad­
dressed to the Abbe Andre Morellet (1727-1819), who succeeded 
to the chair of the Abbe Millot in the French Acatlemy in 1785. 
Morellet possessed an admirable acquaintance with languages, 
and a talent for analysis and derivation of words. He was 
accordingly soon placed at the head of the editors of the 
Academy's great dictionary. In 1764 he hau translated Gatti's 
' Reflexions sar les Prejuges qui s'opposent au Progres de 
l'I nocnbtion en li'rance,' which originated his acriuaintance 
with Tissot, who wrote to him from Lausanne, October 5, 
1784: 

' Your politeness, Sir, and the kindness with which you have 
offered me your good offices, are the cause of my addressing 
myself to you with the most entire confidence, to ask you the 
favour to read attentively the Rubjoined memoir, of which I 
also send a copy to M. c1e Neville, directeur general c1e la 
librairie; and then to ask you what I should do. I would with 
l1ifficulty decide upon a law-suit, hut I c1o not wish to losl~ the 
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considerable sums advanced to l\L D--, whose proceeding has 
not only absolutely prevented the publication of the volume 
printed, but is the cause also of my not yet publishing, and 
perhaps never pnbli:shing, the succeeding volumes, which are 
those trnating of special maladies, and to which the first four 
serve as an introcfoction.1 

'I suppose l\f. de Beaumont is at his country-seat. If he 
is at Paris, might I venture to ask you to be kind enough, in 
offering my homage, to communicate to him from me this 
rnmnoir? 

' You have made me hope that we shall have the pleasure 
of seeing you again, and of having you in this country for 
some time. I much c1ef:iire that nothing will cause you to for­
get this plan, and that it will not meet with any obstacles 
from your occupations; for it would be one of the most genuine 
pleasmes that I can have. 

' I have the honour to be, with infinitely distinguished con­
sideration, t::lir, your very humble and very obedient servant, 

''l'ISSOT, l\1.D.' 2 

'l'issot, writes agam to the Abl1e l\J orellet from Lausanne, 
March 8, 1785 : 

'I was very sorry, Sir, to hear by the letter which you have 
done me the honour to write to me under date of November 30, 
that mine had arrived at a moment when, having just returned 
from a long journey, you must have been overwhelmed with 
business; and I present you my excuses for this importunity. 
I at first intended to wait several months before fatiguing you 
again with this wretched affair, but during that time I occupied 
myself with very gl'eat pleasure on the last choice of the French 
Academy. It has placed you in t.lie vost to which the voice of 
the public called you; and who ought to have more right to 
enter this illustrious body than the man who for so many years 
has developed for the defence of the innocent everything that 
language can have of energy, eloquence, and grace? ff the 
guardianship of Olll' language ought to be confideLl to one 
order of citizens alone, it should doubtless be to that of the 

'~ ' Traite des ne1js et de lcnrs maladies. r,ausanne, 1782. , 
~ Original autograph letter in the author'G unpublidied collections. 
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advocates. Your first work in your new state would un­
doubtedly be your reception discourse; grant me beforehand 
the pleasure of reading it. 

' I return you a thousand thanks for the warmth with which 
you express your desire to be useful to me in my affair with 
M. D--. I earnestly beg you to have the kindness to speak 
about it to M. de Villedeuil. Discretion prevents me from having 
the honour of writing to him in person. All that you tell me 
and that I have heard about his honesty, his erudition, and his 
politeness, assures me that he will be willing to render me tlie 
promptest justice, or at least to undertake with you the means 
of procuring it for me. I send you a new copy of the memoir, 
and have the honour to reiterate to you the assurances of 
the infinitely distinguished consideration with which I have 
the honour to be, Sir, your very humble and very obedient 
servant.' 

Tissot had the l1abit of m thodically m-ranging what he 
considered to be his important l tters and of tossing the oth rs 
into waste baskets, the contents of which wero depowted in the 
attics of his country house at Monrion, where years afterwards 
they were examined, and among them was found one of the 
earliest known letters of Napoleon I., upon the exterior of 
which the great physician had written, Lettre non rcpondue, pmi 
?°nt6ressante. Such an unknown quantity was Napoleon at that 
time! 

Here is a translation of his letter, which unfortunately can 
give no idea of the orthography, which one feels must have 
then been Corsican : 

'Ajaccio (Corsica), April 1, 1787. 

'Sir,-You have passed your days in instructing humanity, 
and your reputation has reached as far as the mountains of 
Corsica, where a doctor is seldom heard of. It is true that the 
brief but glorious eulogy which yon have made on their beloved 
general is quite sufficient to arouse among them a sentiment of 
gratitude, and I am charmed to find myself in a position to 
give utterance to it in the name of our compntriots. 

' Without having the honour to be known to yon, aml 
having no other letter of introduction than the esteem which l 
have conceived for your works, I venture to ask the favour of 

VAUD, BERNE, AND SAVOY 199 

your aclvice about one of my uncles who suffers from gout. It 
will be an unfortunate beginning for my consultation when you 
know that the invalid in question is seventy years of age; but, 
Sir, remember that oue may live to a hundred or more, and my 
uncle by his constitnbion ought to he one among the small 
numlier of these privileged perso11s. He is of medium height, 
11as not passed his life in riotous living either with women or at 
the table, his habits are not too sedentary nor the contrary, he 
has never been agitated by any of those violent passions which 
derange the animA.l economy, ancl has hardly ever been ill 
during all his life. I will not say, like Fontenelle, that he had 
the two great qualities necessary to live long-a good body 
and a bad heart; but I think that, having had a leaning to­
wards egotism, he found himself pleasantly situated, and has 
had no occasion to develop all its force. A gouty old Genomie 
foretold, when he was still young, that he would be afflicted 
with this ailment, a prophecy which he founded on the fact 
that my uncle has extremely small hands and feet and a large 
head. I believe that you will consider the accomplishment of 
this prophecy as only the effect of chance. 

' His gout, in fact, came upon him at the age of thirty-two 
years. 'l'he feet and the hands were always the seat of the 
evil ; sometimes a period of fourteen years elapsed before the 
pain returned ; ten years ago the duration of the attack was 
two months, and on one occasion it lasted nine months. It will 
be two years ago next June that the gout affected his feet; 
since that time he has al ways kept to his bed; from the feet 
the gout communicated itself to the knees; the knees have 
become considerably swollen, and since then all use of the 
knee has been forbidden. Sharp pains in the knees and feet 
were the result ; the head felt the effects also, and he passed 
the first two months of his stay in bed in continual crises of 
pain; by degrees, and without the application of any remedy, 
the swelling of the knees diminished, the feet were cured, and 
the invalid had no other in'firmity than an inflexibility of the 
knees occasioned by the settling of the gout in the hams-that 
is to say, in the sinews and arterie of motion. If he tries to 
move the knees, acute pains oblige him to cease all movement. 
He sleeps wibhout any kind of movement, his bed is never 
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made up, the rnattres8es are unsewn, and the wool and the 
feathers are ahtllien. - e ata w U, dig sts ' ell , tallal, i · ads, 
Bleeps, und his days glide by, but wifoont movement, without 
the power to enjoy the charms of the sun; he implores the 
help of your sci nee, if not to cure him, at least to fix ia some 
other part this troublesome complaint. 

'Humanity, Sir, makes me hope that you will deign to 
reply to a consultation so badly explained. Por the last month 
I myself ha.ve been tol'lll nted with a t rtian fover, and I Cl ubt 
if you Can r ad this scrawl. I finish, Sir, in expressing to you 
the pl·ofound esteem which l;b.e p rusal of your work.a has in­
spired in me, and the sincere gratitude which I hope to owe 
you. 

'I am, Sir, with the most profound respect, your very 
humble and very obedient serv::mt, 

'BUONAPARTE, 

' Artillery Officer in the Regiment of La Fure. 
'A Monsieur Tissot, Docteur en medecin, de la Soci6t6 

Royale de Landres, de l'Academie Medico-physique 
de Bassle, de la Societe CEconomique de Beme, a 
Lausanne, en Suisse.' 

1'he seal on this letter is extremely well pres ·rved, au<l 
bears the arms of the family of Buouapru:te surmounted hy the 
coronet of a count. Napoleon's lett r demanded counsel con­
cerning the case of his grand-uncle, the Archdeacon of Ajaccio, 
a man beloved and consulted by all the inhabitants of his can­
ton. The allusion to Paoli is taken from Dr. Tissot's treatise 
on the health of men of letters, and it would seem natural that 
such a compliment should have secured some attention from 
the great physician. 
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CHAPTER CXVI 

V OL'rAIRE wrote to M. de Brenles (October 2LL, 17 G5) dsploriug 
the death of the banker Giez at Monrion, and in consequence 
of his grief he is incapable of replying to the flattering verses 
of Mme. de Brenles. 

To M. Bertrand (November 30) he gives the news which 
first arrived concerning the great earthquake at Lisbon (Novem­
ber 1), and repeats the information in a letter to M. Palissot 
(December 1) : 

'The disaster of Lisbon and Portugal is only too well 
known at Geneva. Several families of merchants are interested 
therein. Not a house actnally remains in Lisbon; all is 
engulfed or in flames. 'l'wenty towns have perished; Cadiz 
for some moments was submerged by the sea. The little town 
of Conil, a few leagues from Cadiz, was destroyed from one end 
to the other. It is the L ast Jwlgm1.mt for that country; only 
the '1.'nmvpet was wanting.' 

December 2, he tells M. Polier de Battens t.hat Mme. Denis 
has returned enchanted with him, and penetrated with the kind­
ness of his heart. ' She speaks only of you and of our dear 
friend, M. de Brenles. 'l'here is neither an illness nor a pre­
scription of Dr. Tronchin which holds good, and I must go to 
Monrion to place myself in the hands of Dr. Tissot, even if I 
am to be dissected like my poor friend Giez. I consider that I 
am writing to M. de Brenles when I write to you .... "\Voulcl 
you believe that they think at Geneva there must have been an 
earthquake in France as well as in Portugal, because the post 
has failed to arrive to-clay? God preserve us; the Alps are a 
good protection against the shocks. They are in every sense 
the asylum of repose. 'l'he Protestants saved at Lisbon, am1 
the Inquisition engulfed, are not the effect of the prayers of 
St. Dominique.' 

'l'en years later, Philippe Deyverdun, a younger brother of 
George, writing from Lir;Lon to his aunt, Mme. cle Bo<.;hat, 
remarks upon the sa.d chauge still visible in that once beauf;iful 
city, owing to tlw grmLt em·thquake in 1755. 
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Strange rumours had reached Switzerland of the destr11ction 
of Philadelphia, and Voltaire writes to the Duchess of Saxe­
Cobnrg-G otha, February 10 : 'We are told that the English are 
in a bad way in America, and the French on the sea. The 
savages allied to France have laid wa,ste with fire and sword 
I'hiladelphia, the capital of Pennsylvania-at least, this is what 
an Iroc1uois J esllit writes to a, Lorrain J osuit. The English 
revenge themselves by seizing all the French vessels they meet 
with.' 

'l'wo days later he announces to M. l'ictet, Professor of Law 
at Geneva : 'I begin to L1oubt the destrnction of Philadelphia. 
Although I lrnw this news from King Stanisbs, I do not doubt 
that the Minister of France will send, as you say, help to 
America in detached vessels.' 

These contradictory statements bring before one the atmo­
sphere of the time and the uncertainties of each succeeding 
moment. There were wars and rumours of wars in the Old 
World and in the New. 

Voltaire had previously written from Monrion (:E'ebruary G, 
1756) to ·M. de Labat, Daron de Grandcourt, at Geneva: 
' Yon are a very amiable man to deign to enter into the 1 ittle 
annoyauces of others. Since you are so benevolent, my dear 
Baron, do everything for the best; pay all the marshals. I 
wish you would give advice to those of :France. I think they 
will be slightly embarra.ssed on the i:;ea-coasts, and will have 
trouble to render justice on the high seas. God is usually with 
great fleets, as He is with great battalions. 'l'he India Company 
may find itself in difficulties on account of all this quarrel. I 
have long been wishing to make a journey to Geneva, and to 
pay a visit to M. de Prangins (1\1. Louis Gniger), but I Jo not 
know whether he is at Geneva or in his chateau. Preserve 
your friendship for me. Mme. Denis and I present our very 
humble obediences to all your family. Do not forget me, I pray 
you, with your neighbouring .l.Esculapius.' 1 

From J~es Delices on Easter Sunday, 1756, to M. Lambert: 

1 Autogmph totter in the (l.uthor'a uupubliahe[l colleotJom;. M. tle Lo.bnt 
is mentioned in Vonn.i1·e'a lotter to M. Varnes, trom Monrion, Jnnun.r,r 29, 1756, 
:rn<1 in the (;111e1•r o Civilt do Gm1tt11r.. He wu.s a. French refugee, who, by din t 
of honest industry, bad amn.jsed a. fortune of two millions of fr11no11. H e died 
in l'/76. 
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' In re-reading your last letter, I saw that you asked me to send 
you the new edition of my " P otit-Careme," 1 by the post, and 
that you wished to republish it immediately for the use of devout 
souls. I obey therefore your good intention, my old friend. If 
it is not desirable to make use of the preface of the Geneva 
editors, it would be necessary to have one that is conceived in 
the same taste, and which will show how much these two poems 
have been shortened and disfigured. It i8 assuredly very 
unfortunate that they were printed without my latest wishes 
being known, but so it is. I also am making war on the 
English after my own fashion. I hope M. le Marechal de 
H,ichelieu will prove to them in his own fashion that there is 
evil for them in this world. I salute you.-V.' 2 

Voltaire to M. de Brenles, June 9 : 'I interest myself more 
in you, my dear friend, and in the increase of your family, than 
in all the news of the Iroquois aoo of Port Mahon. I pray you 
to give me the latest information about yourself; is it a girl or 
a boy? How is Mme. de Brenles? . . . If by your kind 
offices or by those of M. Polier de Bottens I could have an 
intelligent domestic who even knew how to use a pen, I should 
be infinitely obliged to you.' 

He mentions to M. Polier de Bottens, June 15, that he has 
heard of the death of Colonel Constant. This Colonel Constant 
was Philippe Germain, second son of Lieutenant-General Samuel 
de Constant de Rebecque (by his wife Rose de Saussure), ancl 
uncle of the famous Benjamin Constant. 

In answer to Voltaire's of June 0, M. de Brenles writes : 
'I hasten to acquaint you with my joy, my dp,ar philosopher. 
Mme. de Brenles presented me yesterday with a son. Up to 
the present everything goes on well for the mother and the 
chilcl; but the first began so well and ended so sadly. Such iB 
the fate of our poor human race ; our greatest pleasures am 
always mingled with some trouble. I ask your philosophical 
blessing for this child ; he could not make his entry into the 
world under more favourable auspices. I have found for you 
a servant, whom I recommend; he comes from Lutry, one league 

' Petit-Caremc, ou S ermons was the name Voltaire gave his two pocmc·, Loi 
Nat11rellc ancl Le Desastrc de L isbonne. • 

' Autograph letter in the author's unpublished collections. 
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from Lausanne, ancl Lelongs to very honest people. lle ullller­
stancls the service very well; his last master, who is dead, was 
a wt~althy financier of Paris, with whom he remained five years. 
He has excellent certificates from the different masters he has 
served. He would not fix the amount of the wages he expects; 
he proposes a trial of a few months, after which, if he pleases 
you, you can come to terms with him. Writing is not his 
strong point, but he is very ambitious, ancl flatters himself' that 
at the end of a few months he will satisfy you on this point a,s 
on the others. All the inf9rnwJ.ion I have receivetl is favour­
able to hi;; trustworthiness, his mih1ness, and his tli:;cret.ion. He 
is thirty years of age. If you have any news about Mahon, 
I should be obliged if you would let me know. It is incon­
ceivable how many fables have been written at Geneva. . . . 
Is it true that Colini has left you ? I am sorry for it. H 
seems to me that this young man hacl merit, and that he suitetl 
you.' 1 

Voltaire again to M. de Brenles, June 27: 'The bes1; of 
worlds possible, my dear friend, is very sad for those who lose 
their children, and for those who see their sickly substance fade 
avrny. I belong to this latter c<l.tegory, and although suffering 
I sympathise tenderly with yon in your losses. I do not know 
if Mme. de Brenles is as good a nurse as she is an honest 
woman, or if she has enough milk to nourish a Swiss. I a<lvise 
her to try a robust peasant woman for her next infant. I have 
had at my Petz'.te8 Delfres your friend lVI. Polier de Botteus, but 
he only slept here one night. I hope to see you again occa­
sionally at my ease at the end of the m1tnmn. You will find 
me even more ailing than you have ever seen me, but always 
very resigned. People who love exciting news hope that two 
empresses will shortly kiss the King of Prussia. 'l'hese are two 
queens of Saba who do not pretend to consult Solomon. Lovers 
of liberty are not sorry for the little example which Sweden 
has just given to despots. I am sorry for it on account of his 
noble majesty Ulric, whose very respectful servant I was. 
Long live the sweetness of retreat! 'l'he more I indulge in it 
the more content I am with it. But I ought to share this 
ret,reat with you. lVIme. DE>uis sends you a thousand cornpli-

1 Unpublished collection3 of l\L Ernest Chav:11111eG. 
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ments. I salute you with all my heart, ancl am yours for 
life.--V.' 1 

M. Bernouilli,2 in a letter from lhsk1, ,July 1], to M. <le 
Brenles at ·1~arnmnne, spe::i.ks of M. J <l.cot, an eloquent prea,cher, 
governor of M. Bourcard, junior. ''l'he councillor Bourcard 
will he pleac;;.ecl if you will give immediately to his son 3 the 
best clancing-master to be founcl at Lausanne, not only for half 
an hour, hut for a whole hour each day, taking the only pre­
caution of choosing the most convenient hour. The arrnnge­
ment you have made for his studies appears to me of the best. 
\Ve owe you every obligation imaginable for the time you have 
been good enough to grant to him yourself. His principal 
oLject should he the study of 1'-,rench, not merely to speak it 
correctly, but also to be able to write in its idiom with taste. 
If you fincl that JW. Jacot is equal to the task of accomplishi11g 
t11is object, it will be all the better; but in truth I doubt if, at 
hi,; present age am1 without hlwing perhaps yet written much 
himRell', he i:o capable of forming the style of a young m<l.n. 
We will make the trial while you are at yom country sl\at, am1 
if on your return yon find thr.t my fears are founiled and <lo 
not wiRh to take this matter on yourself, I will pray you to 
place the youth under the care of the master you shall judge 
the rnoc:t capable, for no expense is to he spared. 

'I share most sincerely, my dear friend, in the loRs you 
have just sustained of your new-born, after the first had alre11dy 
heen bken .... I did not know that M. le Marquis de Gentil '1 

1 From Les Delices to Ussieres. Unpublisheil collections of M. Ernest 
Chnvannes. 

' 'l'he distinguished Daniel Dernonilli (1700-1782), professor at Dasle, 
b0longing to a remarlrnblc family, which furnished James Dernouilli (1.GG4.-
170!5), wlrnse discoveries in mathematics have immortalised his mime; James 
13ernonilli, j nnior (1759-1789), professor of ma.thematics at St. l'eternhnrg; 
,John Ilernonilli (1H1-1807), astronomer royal at l3erlin; and John (Hiti7-
1748), professor of mathematics at Groningen. The letter is signed 'Bcr­
noully.' 

" 'Je ~uis p!1r~i de J,ausanne 1!1 veille de Paques pour vcnir voir un I\{. 
Bonrc!1rrl Je Dasle, fort de mes arnis; il est ici !1nprt1s du Coiute de Caglio8tro, 
pour prnftter de ses remedes. Vons aurez entendu p!1rler peut-etre de cct 
homrne oxtraorclinaire iJ. tous egards. Crnmne j'ai et6 assez malaclc tout l'hyvur, 
je profite aussi cle ses remedes ; mais comme le terns du s{ijour du Comte ici 
n'est rien moins qne sur, le micnx som que vous m'ucrivie?. lL M. n. cite~ M. 
Bourcl\rrl du Kirshgarten, iJ. Basle.'- LPLt<H" of lleyvertlnn to Gihu1Jn, fro111 
Slraslinrg, le. 10 .Juin 1783. .focut, '<Jxcellont prQacltLer,' in D.'s .Jounrnl. 

1 'l'lrn M:tl'qnis de <lentil marriocl the d:rn~,hter of Lientenant-Gcnoral 
ffantuol tl1~ Criw;t:mt du lfohocc1uo. 



206 IIISTORIU f:\Q'UDIER JN 

was at Lausanne; has he taken up his residence there? I pl'ay 
you to recommend me to the attention of his remembrances 
and bis friendship (while assuring him of my homage), which 
flatter me infinitely. . . . As he unc1oubtec1ly frequents a great 
deal the house of M. de Chavannes, he will permit me to 
recommend to him somewhat yonug M. Bonrcarcl Does he 
know that M. c1e Maupertuis is at present in France, anc1 that 
he has been readmitted into the Academy of Sciences in his 
q Lrnlity of "veteran"? A p;·opos of M. de 1\faupertnis, what is 
M. de Voltaire doing ? I know that you see him a great deal; 
does he remember me? When at Colmar he had his com­
pliments sent to me, and I pray you to return them for me. 
Have you any relations with M. Tissot, the doctor? We have 
here a young doctor of great promise who has just introduced 
inoculation among us, and who would much wish to correspoml 
with him; could not this be arranged through you ? ' 1 

M. de Barnewall writes to Voltaire, August 3, 17 5G : 
'You will no doubt be surprised, Sir, that a man who has 

not the advantage of being known to you should take the 
liberty to write to you. I had for a long time searched for the 
means which might procure me the pleasure of your corre­
spondence. This ambition is too noble that I should not take 
the credit of it, even with regard to yourself. Born with a 
taste for literature and a certain talent for poetry, I have 
cultivated the little genius that I have by the perusal of the 
best authors of my country and of yours, among whom I owe 
much to your works. I had determined to give a translation 
of your fine tragedy of Alzire ; the noble and grand sentiments 
which shine all through this piece had caused me to choose it 
above all the others, which, although of equal merit, appeared 
to me less suitable for the English theatre. I have just been 
interrupted in my work by one of my friends, who informs me 
that it has been translated already. I have written to London 
to know the truth of the matter, but as they have been unable 
to enlighten me, I have taken the liberty of addressing myself 
to you, for you doubtless know better than any one if it has 
bt"en translated or not. I blessed the opportunity which 
furnished me a pretext for asking yon tu enter into correspom1-

' Unpublir:lied collections of M. Er11cst Chan1nnc:s. 

VAUD, lmitN.E, AND SAYOY 207 

ence with me, of which in truth you alone will bear the 
expense; but you are so rich, Sir, that you will be able easily 
to meet it. Will you therefore have the kindness to tell me if 
any one has anticipated me in the translation of A lzire ? I am 
aware that r,;everal of your tragc:dies have already decorated the 
English stage, and the theatres of London and Dublin have 
re-echoecl with as much applause when those pieces appeared 
as those of Paris. 'l\vo years ago I saw one of the theatres of 
Dublin torn to pieces in an instant by the furious spectators, 
hecause au imprudent actor had refused to repeat for the thinl 
time a scene of Zaire. Gengiscan [Gengis Khan J has jnst been 
translatecl into our language, and if I am not mistaken it has 
already been played. But as for Alzire, I have never heard it 
said that it Lael been translated. 'l1his long letter, which will 
appear to you so baLlly written, will perhaps make you fear to 
receive another; hut I prny you to remember, Sir, that when 
one writes for the firnt time to a man like you, one cannot 
write with all that familiarity which alone can give charm to 
letters. 

'I have the honour to be, with a very profound respect, Sir, 
your very humble and very obedient servant, etc. 

'Turin, this 3rd day of August, 1756. 

'P.S.-\Vill you have the kindness to address me at the 
Auberge d'Angleterre, at 1'urin.' 1 

M. F. Wesselowsky writes from Geneva to Voltaire, 
Febnmry IG, 17G7: 'I am well aware how little a eulogy from 
a private person, however just it may be, can make an im­
pression upon a taste as delicate as yours, especially after the 
praises which the whole of enlightened Europe has heaped upon 
you; but when I have the honour to inform you that there iR no 
country in which your merit, your talents, aml your rare geniu.s 
nre better recognised, more honoured and admired, than in 
Hmisia, my native land, I flatter myself that this new intelli­
gence will not be indifferent to you. I will add farther that, in 
the number of all your admirers, there is one person of the 
court, among the most distinguished hy his virtue~, J1is 
knowledge, and his high rank, who is the most penetn1tell 

1 Antograph letter in the :111thor'B nnpuhlishecl collectionB. Artrnn Hill 'fJ 
trmwl11tinn ul AlY.irn \I'll'' pnbfodH\d in liulilin in l'/31i. 
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wi1.h your talents. This is M. le Comte Jean SchouwnJof, 
Chamberlain and Lienterrnnt-Genernl of Her Majesty the 
:Empress of the Russias, Knight of the Order of the White 
Bagle, and of several otlrnrs. 'J'his lorcl, zealous for the honour 
or his native lrmrl anc1 for the glory of Peter the Great, is like 
rne persnac1ec1 that a more signal service conk1 not be rendered 
to Hussia than by i:mgaging yon, Sir, to write the hir:;tory of the 
r eign of this gr at morutrch. What wol'k is more worthy of 
you and what p n m re worLhy of this h ero t transmit his 
glory to posterity ? This lord, who does not flatter him.sell' in 
l)eing a.ble to induce you to visit bis untry ti0 b gin such 
a work, bopes that in your rekeat here yon will have no 
relnct.an ce to undertake this hist.ory, which cannot foil to acJd 
fresh lm;tre to yonr brilliant reo.putation, and which will be the 
morp, eaRy to execute since this lord can send you all the 
irncAssary mAmoirn and materials. 'l'here iH, moreover, a 
collection of gold met1als illrn:ifr:iJ,ive of t,he principa.l evm1i s 
of the reign of Peter the Great, whid1 might aid you in thiH 
work, ::mu whieh lrn has charged me to offer to you, Sir, as 
a rnnrk of frienclNhip and of the esteem in which he holcls yon. 
In sending them to you he wouk1 be flattered by your acceptance 
at· thAm. 

'I will not attempt to express to you, Sir, the satisfaction I 
for~l at hn.ving acc1uittecl myself of a commi::>sion so flattering for 
J1J e ; nothing can er1ual it, except the hope that I have been 
nhle to succeed in my negotiation. Would you Jo me thn 
favour to acf)_naint me with your intention, m1(1 to accept t1rn 
as~urnnces of the si>.nLinw.nts of the highest esteem with which I 
lrnve i;h e honour to be,' etc . 

Fivc1 days btt'r he again ac1t1resses Voltaire: 'I have t11i:\ 
moment received the lc~tter whieh yon have lfone me thc3 hononr io 
writ0 to me in 1'eply to minfl. J\ s it coincides with my wishes 
as well a8 those of J\11. le Comte fichomvalof', you may imagin<', 
f-;ir, tlmt I slwJl not losp, an im;tant in seuding your letter to 
him, and that he will lie a~ elrn,rrne:Hl with thi:; good. news af1 I 
am with tlie succeAR ol' my rn~gotiatinm1. l congrntulate myself 
upon it witb all my lwart. 

' It, wonl<1 be impos:~ible 1-o think mon~ .i uc1iciomily or more 

j1rntly th:J.11 wl1n.t yo11 lw.v<· rlnnr rne 1111~ l1onom·i'n f::1y r'(J11cer11ing 
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the general plan of the work in question. I lrnve the honour to 
be, Sir,' etc. 1 

M. de Steiguer writes from Vienna to M. de Brenles at 
Lausanne, J n11e 19, 17 rJ7 : 'To pass through Lausanne without 
seeing !on. is ~he fa~e of Tantalus; it is a very evident proof of 
the suhJec~,10n m ' ';luch we are. held by wome11 , to whose caprices 
we are often obliged to sacrifice our l)leasures. If I had not 
been under the rule of three females I would have had the 
advantage of spending several days with you. I assure you 
that I regret Vevey Leyond all exprernions. 

' " Ille terrarum mihi prroter omnes 
Angulus ridet." 

' A society, useful, easy, unvarnished, nnostentatious, and 
nntrnublec1, is doubtless what is suitaLle to the reasonable man. 
'J'h~ id~a of .such~ life hl'ought together the first human beingB. 
Ag1tat10n, .vices, disorders, the laok of pleasUI·e in so many places 
c~l!ed c: p1tals, make one regret the oouutry, and lend proba­
J_nhty to the humiliating system of th citizen of Geneva. 

'Speaking about disorder, M. Crousa has been punished 
severely. Is example, therefore, so necessary with you? I 
preach here the great principles of misunderstood interests. 
J~ach one believes he has already thought or said all about it 
but I greatly foar that here the interest of several will have th~ 
i;arne Affect as in France-the interest of one alone. General 
matters occupy rni a great deal. We see with astonishment the 
perturbation of Europe. 'l'here iB always alarm when it is not 
in history that one contemplates ~mch movements. Ah, Thucy­
dides ! your little war of the Peloponnesus, written with so 

' This corrnspo~.denc.e o! Russinns with Voltaire, now that published, is 
nmong the ninn~1sanpts 1,11 the 1111th?r's possession. The M. Wetalof (or Wes­
aelow£iky} m11ut1onecl was 11 fo.vou~1te of the Empl'esa Elizabeth. A:uotber 
nut~gi:~p 1 letter is ~·om the Rns11111n 911a~g6 d'¥f11ii:ea at Paris, M. TModore 
J3eckte1eJ?, September 8, 17157, to VoltBJie, in wlnob he conveys a letter from 
'M. le Ohambelln,n de Rahuwnlow,' nn<l offe1'8 to take ch11,rge ol the ~·eply M 
Beokl<ii?fi's. ohief, ~h e Russian Ambn.ssndor 111, Paris, was the Coun~ de Eestu: 
ch~II-R111mm (16~1J-l 7flO). The nnlli?r l\lao possesses Voltai,·e 'e antog:r.a.pJ1 
I tt~~ to M. Bom de SoltJk? C, itl w~rnh hQ aakll for the correot mllJln.ei· of 
w1•l~g the names of ciru·tu.m B.usaui.n soots, bead11g on the back M de 
S?lhkof's rnply. Both are pi1blishec1 in Be1,1obot under t he do.te ol June 1759 
w1th the ~x~ ption, o( the followJng lines in l\:f. cle Soltikof's repJy: • Wltl; 
your p1.mruss1_on l will c.c'.lu;te to-moJ,"row to ~nsto the soup ohcz vo11s. I shnll see 
al t~e snmo t1m.e whnt it 1s. A.11 L~1 0~0 <l•·die~ !referring to the f eats] are i·eally 
s~.11p1d, as fanatul6 n.to everywhere. M'.. 'Boris dn flollikof wn-s a nephew of Uie 
.b 1eld M111·ahal o! Lho mime nlllme. 

\'OL. II. 
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much n.rt n.n<l so much emphasis, is not to be compa,re<l with 

what is going on to-clay.' 1 

Golowkin opens to us the correspondence of Mlle. de 
Chabot, who writes to Mme. de Brenles in 1757: 'Om King, 
onr dear King of Prussia, (Monsieur, it is you whom I address, 
for you have a wife with an iron heart), has been defeatet:, 
thoroughly be:i.ten; he is even thought to be among the pn­
soners .... 'l'hat is not all, for in thiB connection M. de 

otten [N bl rinsoi;, SeiguioT of C tt. ns] become~ a prophet, 
n true prophet like J eremiah Malachl , tc. Dmwg all the 
success s of the King of P mssia he must hav ::iriid : '' m:i.y 

try l1is best, but he musb and will b ov rtlw wn.." What t1 
you think of it? My catechism has in conseqi.1 nee b en 
altered and I am asked v ry morning, u 0 1·ois-t'u e'fl, ottans ? "' 

Sh~rtly after she writes: 'M. de Voltaire is here. He lms 
received a very obliging letter from the King of Prussia, but 
written in a very lugubrious tone.' She mentions Mme. [cfo 
Saussure] de St. Cierge, who rides a horse en, mna:wne, and 
whose mother no longer cries, ' ]fo,non, prene:; garde ! ' ' Mme. 
du Lignon t1ances nllrmw,ndes without being thought extrn.-

orc1inary.' 
In 'the same year she writes to M. c1e Brenles : 'M. de 

Voltaire has left. He relat.ea the other day in compn.ny that 
rneetincr Mlle. J_,isette Polier, he said to her, "Is it you, 

"' a f f '.i" "N . "t mademoiselle, who have ma e un o us . o, sir, i was 
my aunts." You nnilerstam1 that he added. to that a very 
profound bow. The story is good, but there is not a word of 

tmt,h in it.' 

OHAP'l'ER OXVII 

GrnnoN says: ' The highest gratification which I derived from 
Voltaire's residence at Ln.u sanne was the uncommon circum­
stance of hearing a great poet declaim his own productions. on 
the stage. He had formed a company of gentlemen and ladies, 
some of whom were not destitute of talents. A decent theatre 
was framed at Monrepos, a country house at the end of a suburb ; 

• Unpnbli~hed cc1llections of M. Ernest Chavannes. (MS.) 
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<lre8ses n.ncl Rcenes were provided at the expense of the a,ctors, 
anc1 the author directed the rehearsals with the zeal and atten­
tion of paternal love. In two successive winters his ttflcredies 
of Zai're, Alzire, Znlime, and his sentimental comedy ~f the 
Enfa~t Prodigue were plnyed ah the theatre of Monrepos. 
Voltaire represented the chamcters best adapted to his years, 
Lusignan, Alvarez, Benassar, Euphemon. His declamation 
was fashioned to the pomp am1 cat1ence of the old stage, n.ncl 
he expressed the enthusiasm of poetry rather than the foeli11gs 
of nature. My ardonr, which soon hecame conspicnoL1s, seldom 
failed of procuring me a ticket. 'l'he lrnbitR of plemmre fortified 
my taste for. the :French theatre, and that taste has perhaps 
n.bated my idolatry for the gigantic genius of Shakespeare, 
which is inculcated from our infancy n.s the first duty of an 
Englishman. '.l'he wit n.ncl philosophy of Voltaire, his table 
and then.tre, refinecl, in a visible degree, the manners of Lau­
sanne; ancl, however adclictecl to stll(ly, I enjoyed my share of 
the amusements of society. After the representation of Mon­
repos I sometimes supped with the actors.' 

Au<l in his Journn.l: 'January 23, l 7GS. I saw Alzire 
acted by the society at Monrepos. Voltaire acted Alvn.rez · 
d'HermencheR, Zamore; de St. Oierge, Gusman; M. de Gentil: 
Monteze; and Mme. Denys, Alzire.' 1 

In order to facilitate the representations of Voltaire's plays 
a,t Monrepos n. conununicaLion was opened through the house 
wall and an adjoining hay loft; thr, actors were thus in full 
view of the spect11tors, who were within the ch6.teau. During a 
representn.tion of liai:re, at which the celebrn.ted Haller was 
present, when Lusignan said to Chutillon : 

'En qnels lieux sommes-nons? ahlez mes faibles yeux ! ' 

a caustic Lansannois cried out: 
' Seigneur! c'est le grnnicr du maitre de ces lieux.' 

The following unpublished letters in my possession, written to 

I M01~ 1:epos was vhe p roperty of Philip Frerlerick, Man1uis de Gentil de 
Langaleno, who mnn!ed ~ho diH1ghtu1· of 0-enernl Samuel de Constant de 
~e becque, and (lied rot foru' pos in 1'773. Re wo.s likewise Seignior of Allamn,11 

m nud. The genealogy oI hir; fr.unily, beginning in llJ;i4, iH in tl•e possession 
of I-he grnn<l-1iephcw ol his wile, tho "Dawn Victor de Constant do Ilebecque 
of n utc.rivc, ' ' 
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VoH[l,ire by the Marquise de Gentil de Langalerie, nee de Con­
stant de Rebecque (sometimes styled the Marquise de Monrepos, 
after the name of her husband's estate), illustrate the intimacy 
between her family and 'the philosopher,' besides giving 
glimpses of various historical characters. Writing from Carls­
ruhe, October 22, 1765, she says: 

'I have returned from a court, Sir, of which you are the 
idol; all who compose it render you homage, cherish you, 
regret yon, think Switzerland too happy to possess yon. WJrnt 
satisfaction did I not feel at proving to them, by my admiration 
and my attachment, that we knew how to appreciate the happi-· 
ness we enjoy too rarely! I spent a month very agreeably at 
Lnneville. The good King vegetates, and by his impatience 
abridges still more the few days he has to live. 'l'he court is 
numerous, but, like the Jesuits, they each have a foot in the 
stinup, ready to disperse at his death. Madame la Marquise 
de Bouffiers is still there, safely anchored with all her family; 
she is charming and kind, and employs her credit only in doing 
good. Her son, the Chevalier, makes the prettiest verses, rides 
horses to death, and is greatly loved by all, having Ferney 
always for the object of his travels. 'fhey are all very good to 
my youngest son; their kindnesses, with which I am much 
touched, cannot be enumerated. I have arranged his little 
establishment at the Academy, where he is very comfodahle 
through the help and the friendships which lie has received. 
I have the best evidence of it and the best hopes. I have 
succeeded, not without trouble, in procuring my eldest son's 
clischarge from the vVurtemhurg service; he is going to enter 
the Swiss Guards in France. 'l'hey are now both in that 
service, hut as Swiss. I would have liked to see them there as 
]'renchnrnn. 

'I have returned again for some time to Carlsruhe, where 
their Highnesses [the Margrave and the Margravine of Bac1e­
Dourlach J recall with delight the clays you granted them of your 
company. They have charged me to remember them to you 
with all the sentiments with which you have inspired them, and 
to mention the joy they would experience in seeing again that 
incomparable and adorable Monsieur de Voltail'e. 

'vVith tlwm we lead a philosophical life which has many 
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atLractions. Each of them might be held up as an ex:ample, 
bot;h as private individuals and as royalties. The comparison 
with the neighbouring duchies is certainly in their favour; and 
the comparison between the life of sovereigns and that of repub­
licans is in favour of the latter, which shows that, although 
agree11hly situated, once my mind is at rest with regard to my 
children, :Monrepos anc1 the happiness of making court to you at 
Forney will limit my desires and my ambition. 

'Will Mme. d'Enis [Denis] accept my most tender obedi­
ences, and do not forget me to Mme. Dupuis and the persons 
who have the pleasure to live under your auspices. I have the 
honour to offer you, not the incense due to you, but the consid­
eration and the attachment for you, Sir, with which our hearts 
are filled. 

'DE GENTIL-LANGALEIUE. 

' Madame la Marquise des Harmoise has charged me with so 
many messages, Sir, that I can only mention the sentiments of 
attachment which she preserves for you, and which she begs you 
to return to her.' 

She writes again to Voltaire from Monrepos, March 2~, 
1768: 

' Our country is about to lose its most resplendent figure, 
Sir ! We are confounded and stunned by the news. We did 
not deserve the happiness of possessing you, but we felt the 
value of it, and we shall be painfully aware of the distance 
which separates us. I sympathised so much with :Mme. d'Enis 
[Denis] at leaving a respected and cherished uncle who was 
worthy of being loved. At present I weep for ourselves. You 
carry away with you, Sir, all our regrets; our hearts and our 
best wishes will follow you everywhere. But is it quite true that 
you are selling Ferney ?-that Ferney created by you-that 
Ferney whence so many sublime and charming productions have 
issued, where you have aided those whose sentiments of admira­
tion conducted them there to render you homage, to pass so 
many happy moments, where you made yourself adored by your 
beneficence ! Yes, M. l' Abbe de St. Pierre made this epigram 
on you, and you proved the justice of it every day. 

' I am beside myself with despair because I am not rich 
enough to purchase your estate; with what pleasure would I 
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not place there all my belongings ! What price cloes it not 
possess in my eyes from having been inhabitec1 hy you ! 

'I shall recnJl with gratitude and delight all my life the 
agreeable times I have spent there. Preserve your kind recol­
lections of us, Sir ; we shoulcl be too unfortunate if we did not 
belong to yon in this rnan11er, as you belong to us in our hearts. 
It is even by daring to count upon this that I have the honour 
to iuform you that ru· chilureu have just been granted native 
rights in Poland · )lave 1:eo ivecl the news through the son of 
the Palati1rn of R n$siu. It is of no value until somethi1w el8e 
can be added to it; we must awail;the course of time and e~ents. 
I would have prefened to see them l'e-enter into possession of 
their patrimony in ]ranee. We mu13t take what comes to us, 
and hope on.. Th Mal'quis ancl his sons p1·esent their respects 
to you, Sfr, n.nd the f rm .r's wife her a votion and her most 
inviolable attachment.' 

On September 21, 1879, I walked from Lausanne to Mon­
repos, th en the property of M. Perdonnet. Pas ing the house 
of M. Emile de Crousaz, grandson of Im . de Mout-0lieu, and 
Villamont, the seat of Count de Pii.ckler-Mtl.Skau (who mar.ried a 
de Constnnt, nnd is a relative of the traveller Prince de Pi:i.okle1·­

Mnskau of the last cent11ry), I 1•e11ched Monrepos. A lrnndsome 
lodge and fine ·ates guard the grounds r,mcl a stately avenue 
conducts one to the mod rn house, whose twenty-seven windows 
would have disturbed Voltafr 's ha1 pine s. 

M. Perdonnet received me with great politeness, nnd gave 
me the following information. His father purchased the place 
in 1818 from a relative, M. Hollard. The old house was tlwn 
stan~1ing, and one of its rooms (th e present dining-room) and a 
portion of the walls are iuclm1ec1 in the present mansion. 'L'he 
former dwelling was mnch smn.ller anc1 more simple than the 
present, and the grounds more limited. l\i. I'erdonnet's father 
bought the two estnt.es lying south on the other side of the 
route. 1 

1 
M. Perd?nneb U1c elder (born nt Vevey 1758, (lied n.t Le.usnnne 1850) wns 

wall kn?wn m Lbe Onnto~ o! Vl\ud for the p11triotisru be displnyeil in the 
Tievolnt1on of 17\11!, for h111 JibetaliLy to bho city of L1wso.nno n.ncl Jor )Jfa 
longevi~, ns he die~ in bis ninety.third year. When Na,poleon ~1'll,s ni Vevoy, 
a. mngniflcent col1R.t1on hnd b au prepru:ed for him by the Lown, bub he enter d 
tl~e b~ase of M. J;'erdonnet, skcd for some l1ret1il anil cbe aii n.nd dep1wlcd 
with his staJT, lea.vwg ~he municipn.lit:y to discuss their gra.nd !east nlonc. 
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Thr~rn is 110 trace of ::t housB ::tt Jl.fonrepoK on the map of 
17:22. 'l'he lam1 was tlwn diviclt'd into smn.ll parcels among 
v::trious proprietors, and laid out in vineyards and fields. Jl,fon­

repos began its existence with the Marquis de Gentil cle Langa­
lerie, and became hi8torical through Voltaire. 

On th e m::tp of l80G the old house in which Voltaire played 
appears, but the eutr::mce avenue at that time was where the 
private g::tte now opens in the wall opposite Bean Site. In 1824, 
th e crn bellishment.s of M. Perdonnet pi3rc were already completed 
nnd the object of general a(lmiration; on the map of that year 
the old ·avenue hac1 given way to that which now leacli:! to the 
house, reconstructed in 1818. 

'l'l1e point where the first Napoleon examined the country 
before ::tdv::tncing is to the left of 1.he rear of Monrepos, and iH 
marked on the maps of 1806 and 182·'1. It was in the last 
cm1tury the property of M. Constant d'Hermenches. 'l'he Queen 
of Spain and her son, the late King, spent some time here. 
l\L Perdonnet, the elder, built a little tower here in com­
rnf:lmoration of Napoleon's presence, and in competition with 
M. Haltlimarnl, who at the sanrn time erected one on his 
property at Ouchy, still a prominent object near the water's 
edge. Each tried to produce a tower more venerable than the 
other. 

The properties of Dean Site and L' Avant-Poste, purcliased 
by M. I>erc1onnet pcrc in 1818, figure on the map of 1806 as Les 
Toises. Beau Site appears on that of J.82 11, with Les 'l'oises and 
Le Singe in the rear, and L'Avant-Poste is not mentioned. 
Rosiere also adjoins Beau Site. 1 

The latter, built by M. Perc1onnet l?e1·e, was the residence of 
King J erome Bonaparte, and here his wife, the daughter of the 
King of Wurtcrnburg, died. 'l'he l::tt.e Prince Jerome and his 
sister, the gracious and accomplished Princess Mathilde, passed 
several years at Beau Site, and M. Perdonnet t.he younger was 
a playmate of the Prince. vVhen they resided at Monrepos, the 
late Emperor Napoleon fre<1uently came to visiJ; his fair cousin. 

1 John Philip Kemble (1757-1823), the brother of Mrs. Siddons, lived 11nc1 
rli ecl at Be1111 Sito. His 'Ht1mlet' in 1783 caused him from that time to be 
consiclerccl the f.(l'eat<ist t.rngecl\an of the age. I extrn1incc1 with interest his 
cabinet de tmvail, on Lhe left in entering the antechamber. M. George ile Seigneux 
cut an excellent silhouette of Kemble, in the author's possession. 
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In 1824 L'Avant-Poste was already an old building. Tra­
dition says that it was one of the first places in which the 
Reformation was preached. 

It will always be associated in my mind with those two 
great works, the Simplon and the St. Gothard routes, and with 
the historical breakfast given, October 12, 1879, by the distin­
guished ex-President of the Swiss Confederation, Colonel Paul 
Ceresole, in honour of M. GambeUa, who escorted Mme. 
Ceresole. Among the Parisian guests were General Gonjean, 
conseiller d'etat; M. Floquet, depute ; M. Cendre, ingenieur ; 
M. Joseph Arnaud de l'Ariege, private secretary of M. Gambetta. 
The Swiss were represented by M. Charles l\fonnerat, President 
of the Council of Administration of the Simplon Company, and 
former Syndic at V evey; M. Ormond, former President of the 
Council of Administration of the Rail ways of Western Switzer­
land ; M. Lommel, Directeur Technique of the Simplon Rail­
way; M. Morel, former Attorney-General of the Confedm·ation, 
and now deputy; lVL Adrien Mercier, Director of the Simplon 
Company; M. Rambert, deputy, member of the Committee of 
the St. Gothard Tunnel enterprise ; M. Maurice Ceresole, son of 
the President; Colonel Edouard Secretan, the eminent military 
authority, b~er of Mme. Ceresole, whose family name recalhi 
their distinguished ancestry and their connection wit,h the 
Deyverduns and many other ancient and illustrious families of 
Vaud. 

'rhe table was laid under the leafy shade of the plantains, 
and the ripple of a fountain was heard amid the lawn and 
flowers. M. Gambetta was particularly en tmhi. 'l'he scene, 
the guests, the charming hostess, seemed to arouse his conver­
sational po\vers to a brilliant degree. Our host, a man of 
striking appearance and great personal dignity, was called on 
in 1873, when President of the Confederation, to direct the 
negotiations with the Papal authorities concerning the organisa­
tion of the dioceses of Basle and Geneva. It was at this mo­
ment that he signed the decree expelling from Swiss territory 
Monseigneur Merrnillod, Bishop of Hebron in pcirtilmi;, after 
that prelate had declared that he would not desist from exercis­
ing his functions as Apostolic Vicar for the Canton of Geneva, 
an office accepted against the express wish of the Federal 
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Council. This incident gave rise to an excitement which con­
tinued for years. It was, moreover, M. Ceresole who sent Mon­
seigneur Agnozzi, Charge d' Affaires of the Holy See, his pass­
ports in consequence of the En~yclical of November 21, 1873. 

During the presidency of M. Ceresole, H.M. the Shah of 
Persia was admirably received a.nd entertained by him. Having 
for two years presided over the Federal Department of Justice 
and Police, and aided in the elaboration of the law for the re­
organisation of the Federal Judiciary, Colonel Ceresole addressed 
a letter to the Federal Assembly declining re-election. In 1876 
he took up his residence at Lausanne, in order to assume the 
direction of the Simplon Company, to which he has given much 
of the time allowed by his military duties. The Federal Council 
confided to him .in 1878 command of the first division of the 
army. He bad been for eight years Colonel of Artillery on the 
Staff, and now took his place in the Grand Council of the Canton 
of Vaucl as a member from Vevey. 1 

It is a long cry from the 'frJvc de D1'.en and the Council at 
Monrion in 1036-1037 to Voltaire's purchase of Monrion, the 
former country-seat of the de Crousaz and of the de Crinsoz de 
Colombier. The name is derived from Mons rotondui;, applied to 
a crGt, or slight elevation planted with vines, between l~ausanne · 
and the lake. The house bought by Voltaire is approached by 
the road which descends from Lausanne to the port. He 
commenced to live there December 16, 1755, remaining until 
March 10, 1756, and again from January 9, 1757, to the follow­
ing April. Speaking of this , abode and wishing to give an idea 
of the climate, Voltaire said that in winter he was only incom­
moded by the flies. 

After Voltaire, Prince Louis of Witrtemburg, called hy 
Honsseau ' the philosopher of Monrion,' resided there; then the 
Count de Golowkin, uncle of Count Fedor whose interesting 
volume of letters is often quoted in this work; and :finally Dr. 
'fissot, who acquired it in 1770, and at his death left it to 
his nephew, M. d'Apples, from whom it was purchased by 
Dr. Verdeil, author of the ' Histoire du Canton de Vaud.' 2 

1 Written in 1879. 
2 In the west wall of the house one notes a tombstone with the followinr:: 

inscription: 'Augustus d'Apples Natus XIX Martis M D CCLXXXV Di natns 
XV Martis M D CC XC.' An urn is sculptured here in relief: 'Graces, Talents, 
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Voltaire's house, Monrion, is a square building of two storeys 
and a high garret, with wings, each fashioned like the letter Ii. 
One enters a hall supported by columns, on the left being the 
strtircase, in front the principal drawing-room. Beside the latter 
is a small s1tlon in which hangs a cabinet portrait of Dr. Tissot, 
hy 'Speisegger, 1797,' and the pastel of a young lady, hy 'De 
la Houlyer, l 78G.' On the right of the large salon is the 
spacious dining-room, where at the marriage of Mlle. de Blonay 
(1869) thirty persons sat at table. 

There are twenty-four rooms, icmd the view from those on 
the second floor is superb. Towards the north Lausanne is 
spread out on t,lie heights; towards the south the eyes touch the 
ancient tower at Ouchy before crossing the lake and scanning 
the mountains of Savoy. 

M. du Mont, Cantonal Librarian, told me that the ruins of 
a tower on the hillock above Monrion were visible as bte as 
1852.1 

Volt.aire writes to M. de Brenles from Monrion, Sunday, 
March G, 1757 : ' It i8 said that your brother-in-law [de 
Chavannes], the priest, desires to see a play drawn from the 
New Testament. We shall perhaps preach the Erifwnt ProcDiuue 

Vortns, Joig-nes Vos Lannes anx Larmes Eternelles. Les parents les plus 
Tendres, Et du plus tendre ami.' The four great trees on the lawn wore 
planted in 1785 by the grandfather of M. d'Apples, on his rnturn from Engla~d. 
Tho plantain also dates from the same period. The fom elms former~ a port10n 
of ltn avenue which once extended towards the house as far as the httle foun­
tain on the lawn. There is a small pavilion at the north encl of the ancient 
domain of Monrion (property of the Societ8 des Boulevards), which was built 
by Dr. Tissot and used as a laboratory. It is now inhabited by a wine-growei·, 
and is covered with ivy. On the north end is the following inscription: 'Ora 
et Laborn·' in the interior : 'Deus p1·0 Nobis.' The wooden ceiling, which 
was elabor~tely painted in red and black, no longer exists, wit!1 the exception 
of a small portion in the lower storey. At the foot of the emmence called Le 
Cret de Monrion is a famous poplar-tree. My guide to the house and grounds, 
FranQois Noverraz, now (187!J) seventy-five years old, has been employed since 
1864 at Monrion. His father, who died in his ninety-first year, was an employe 
of M. de Molin de Montagny, who lived at the Elyslie, near Monrion. 

1 In the archives of the Town-hall at Lausanne I examined the Plan du 
Terrain apelc En Montrioncl. The general t.itle .of the volume is .Nonv9aux 
Plans Ge01netriq1ws de LMtsanne et sa IYicsseilleric, made by Anthome Michel 
Gignilliat in 1722. The plan of the house, court, gar.don, kitchen-garden? an(] 
outhouse are given, with the general title of 'Possession de 1.1. Jean D_aniel de 
Crousa"" Oontrulcnr.' The main body of the houRe and the west wmg then 
existed. I remarked a note, 'Fief d'Estavay.' Before the time of the da 
CrouRaz proprietornhip, Monrion be.longed to the Fief des Dames Religieus~s 
d'Estavayer. In 1722 the Cret de J\fonrion W[IR the property of M. Fran901 s 
IJonis Bergier; at that time there wrw no trace of a house there. 
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on 'l'hursday, anc1 fur dessert have an opcrn b1~0'ci.' And four 
days later : ' My dear philosopher,-A priest is needed for the 
profane orchestra; we have another. M. d'Hermenches is as 
resourceful as zealous for our tripot. But God is avenged; 
Baires is hoarse, Mme. Denis cannot speak. However, it is for 
to-morrow; recommend us to the divine mercy.' 

In passing, I cannot hut remark that Voltaire in his 
correspondence is constantly anc1 most unnecessarily blas­
phemous. One may admire the brilliant genius of Voltaire, 
and pass his time most agreeably in his company, but must be 
frequently shocked. by the utter irreverence displayed towards 
divine things. 

CHAPl'El~ CXV1II 

F'tNDING Monrion too for from the city, Voltaire, in the spring 
of 17G7, occupied No. G rue c1u Granc1 Chene, at Lausanne, 
formerly the property of M. de Lays de Chandieu. The de la 
Pottrie family resided there in the last century. At the time 
of my visit (1879) the mansion belonged to Mme. Gottofrp,y, 
and her son-in-law, M. Eugene Gaulis, the eminent advocate, 
and his family lived there in winter. 

There are two shields over the L1oor, which formerly held the 
arms of the Nassau family, connections of the de Ohandieus, 
but they were erased during the Revolution. In the clining­
room is a porcelain stove bearing scenes from La Fontaine's 
fables, and the arms of Gaulis. 

'rhe first letter of Voltaire from Grand Chene is elated 
August 29, l 7G7, and addressed to d'Alembert: 'Here I am, 
my clear and illustrious philosopher, at Lausanne, where I am 
preparing a house in which the King of Prussia might lodge 
when he comes to Neuchrttel-if he is coming to this beautiful 
country, and is always a philosopher.' The best society of 
Lausanne crowc1eu his salons to witness the theatrical repre­
sentations.1 In his correspondence he mentiom1 Mme. Constant 

1 M. Charles Vuillerrnet, of Lausanne, to whom I am inc1ebtec1 for the use 
or several of the illustrations in this work, preserves in his collections the 
re:nains of the scenery of Voltttirn's thcatrn at Lauslmnc; they contrnst with 
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d'Hermenches, ?1ee de Seigneux, daughter-in-law of General de 
Constant, de Hebecque; the Marquise de Gentil, nf<c de Con­
stant, daughter-in-law of the Marquis de Langalerie ; Mme. 
Denis ; and Mme. d' Aubonne, nee de Saussure de Bercher, ns 
the stars of his troupe; and, as we have seen, the example 
became contagious. 

It frequently happened that Voltaire, who was a late riser, 
appeared on the threshold of his front door in Grand Chhrn in 
the thentrical costume of Lusignan or Pal6mon, hastily put on 
to avoid a second toilette. 

On one occasion, while watching the acting of M. and Mme. 
d'Hermenches from the side-scenes, he was so carried away 
that he advanced into the middle of the stage and spoilt the 
effect. 'l'his incident is represented on the panels of Her­
menches, an elaborate account of which is in a privately 
printed 'Notice Historique' lent to me by Mme. la Baronne 
Bacon de Seigneux.1 The panels were transferred to the 
CMteau of Mezery in 1808, where seventy years later I 
examined them. The writer of the 'Notice Historique' states 
that these celebrated panels were imagined and executed by 
Camp-Marshal the Baron Constant de Rebecque, Seignior of 
Hermenches and Villars-Mendraz, at whose residence (Her­
menches) there were always distinguished guests; also that the 
designs were by Mme. d' Aubonne, and painted by Dalberg, 
who finished them in 1757.2 One of the subjects, however, is 
of a later date, for it refers to the expedition in which the 
Camp-Marshal took part against Paoli in 1769. 'l'here is also 
another scene in which M. de Corcelles figures, 'a la veille 
d'epouser l'aimable veuve.' Now, Mlle. Saussure de Bercher did 
not become Mme. d'Aubonne until 1759, M. de Corcelles being 
her second husband. 

There is an inexplicable absence in the correspondence of 
the keys and iron-work of the ancient and historical gateway of St. Maire, also 
in the appreciative possession of this admirable artist, who belongs to a family 
of great intellectuality. His elder brother, M. Constant Vuillermet, of Thonon, 
has very strikingly reproduced for me, by photography, many of the antiquities 
of Savoy. 

' Notice IIistoriqiw sur les Peint1wes de la Boiserie transportecs en 1808 du 
Chateaii d'Hemienches au Chateau. de Mezery. (Lausanne, 1873.) 

2 M. Desnoiresterres says that the theatrical scene in which M. and Mme. 
d'Hermenches are prevented by Voltaire from acting is due to the brush of the 
artist Jean Huber. 
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the periocl of any meution of these panels, although they rnacle 
a seusation. The following iue the su~jecbs of the paintings : 

Le.~ p r.iysannes gra.ndes dames, n rnystificntion practised by 
Baron Constant d'Hermenches on his guests, by introducing 
into one of his rntes four peasant girls of great beauty, named 
Jayet, dressed as ladies. 

L'atelier du peintn Dnlbe;'!f· He is engaged on a portrait of 
Mme. la Generale de Constant, nee Bercher, about which Mme. 
tl'Aubonne is giving instructions; while the painter's wife (of 
whom her husband was jealous) poses for details of dress. 

Scene de Chnsse, in which are represented M. de Saussure 
de Boussens and M. de Snussure de Bercher. 

Scene de Chasse 1.i Che.veil et a.u Ji'wncon, in which the ladies 
ride astride their horses. The portraits depicted are those of 
the Marquis cle Gentil, Mme. cl'Aubonne, M. Sinner de 
Balla_igues, Mme. d_e Saussure de Bercher, Mme. la Marquise de 
Gent1l, and M. Huber, the silhouettist, carrying the foJcon. 
(Huber was so adroit that he could make his dog bite Voltaire's 
profile out of a piece of cheese.) 

ICyss, le chien, et les servcintcs du Ohdteacu, se limigna.nt. (The 
dog Kyss followed his master everywhere, even to the wars.) 

Portra.it de JJI7le. Buchez, housekeeper of General de 
Constant. 

Scene miisicnle au Chcitean ll'Hermenches, presided over hy 
Mme. d'Aubonne, 'who possessed all the talents.' M. de 
Corcelles, Gualtieri, a famous Italian fintist; the Symlic 
Turettini of Geneva, an' amateur violinist; }\{. de Crousa:;;, 
snrnamecl Crousaz l1l bnsse; and Pougnani, a violinist of merit, 
with a long nose. 

Prome1inde sentimcnta.le de Mlle. de Sanssure de BcivO'i'.s et clc 
M. d'Orges. (Mlle. de Saussure became the wife of General de 
Charriere, arnl was the aunt or cousin of everybody at Lausamrn. 
With Mlle. Rosalie de Constant she inhabited Petit-Hosemont 
which she named Petit-Bien.) ' 

Iclylle chnrnpetre, a sentimental episode of which the heroine 
is said to have been the :Marquise de Rouquerolle, 'fm· whom 
M. de Chapelle sighed.' 

li'ete nn villa.ye, where 1.L Doxat <le Demoret and Mlle. de 
Hoell dance a Herne~m uJlcrnrmde. 
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Porli'nit 1lc JJ!Ue. 1lo Slcif/llBi', executing a character dance. 
Sc:ene plniscinte entre JJJ;ne. rl' Hernwnches co;;i;1w Za'ira et 

Volta.fro sw· le thJ1Ure de Mon Bq1os, above referred to. The 
other actors are M. J'Hennenches and Mlle. Crousaz de 
Corsi<w. 

La Da.;1so rlc.~ Flenrs, representing tlrn Baronne de ~iewen­
heim, belonging to a noble Dutch family, the widow of M. 
Pater. (Sim waR married by the influence of Mme. du Barry 
to the Jl.farquis de Champcenet. The Cnmte de St. Prie,.;t., the 
r.elr.bmteJ Fn,nch diplomatist (173G-1821 ), when dining at the 
chC1teau perceived this picture, am1 exclaimed: 'Pauline, c'est 
bien toi ! ') 

Scene cl' embarquement <6 Amslei'1lnm, representing l\L 
d'Orges eloping with the lady who became his wife. (They 
came to Lausanne and were marrier1, and mutual fritmds 
arranged the matter to tlie satisfaction of both families.) 

Jicilfc JJJilita1'.1·e en 01J'l'se, repre~enting an episoue in the 
military career of Camp-Marshal de Constant d'Hermei1clws in 
the expedition against Paoli (17G9). (He was awarded tbe cross 
of the Legion of Honour and a pension of G,000 francs for his 
distingni8hed services in this war. 'The other pernons depicted 
are MM. d'Anbonne, the two brothers de Murode, c1e Chapelle, 
and Brigadier de I,oyi:l l1e Mic1L1es, who possessed Vidy. 'J'he 
Jog Kyss is also represented.) 

8'ujel ·1/'ii pezi lil1re tire du 1·oman <fo l1i Belle llfoyuelonnP., 
recalling smno incident in the life of the Prince L1o Ligne, M. de 
Coustant's great friend. 

S ehw de F(/f/ni!le, comprismg the Reignior of Her­
rnenches, and one of his daughters (by his first wife), who 
aft,erwards became :Mme. d'Arlens; Mme. de Sanssure; 1\'L du 
Constant of Geneva; M. d'Affray; JVL cle 8iuner; Mrn<-1. de 
HcJttens ; M. de Seigneux L1e Correvon; and Mlle. Sophie 
Dufay (who married Dr. Vercleil). 

Ee Colonel J~Jste de Oo;z.sfo.nt ,i ln 216che, fishing alone in a 
c1ressing-gown. (lie was the fat.her of Benjamin Constant.) 

'l'he illustrations accompanying the mre work from which 
t.hese c1rCJcriptions are taken ( ' Notice Historique') are by the 
Tinrnn Viet.or de Constant do Hebocqne, youngel' brother of the 
writ\'.!' of 1.Ju1t hook. 
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Voltaire's fricm1, Jean Hulmr, l 722-l 78G, alreaLly meutione1l, 
was a man of many accomplishments, whoso family was noted 
for its intcllecLual gifts. I have already alluded Lo his aunt, 
Ivlarie Huber, the religions authoress. Hube1· entered in 1738 
the service of t.lrn Elector of H esse-Oasflel. His talent foi: 

paintiug was developed by the lessous of the Belgian artist, 
Chevalier Fassin, whom he aftcrwaec1s met at :E'emey. His 
passion for fowling was almm;t as great as his artistic leanings, 
and recommended him highly to the Elector Frederick, who lia<l 
the same tastes. On the den,th of the J~lector, young Huber, 
who had become port-ensign, entered the service of thl1 I\:ing of 
Sardinia, where his artistic powers were much appreciated, aud 
eventually cn,rried him to Turin. As he had honourably served 
in Germany, he now distingui8hed himself as a soklier in 
Piedmont, where be was attached to the Count of Genevois. 
Returning to Geneva, he married the niece of Jacriues Alleon, 
colonel in the HBs.~ian service, and became a member of the 
Council of the 'l'wo Hundred. After residing at Plainpabis 
and Vemaz, in Savoy, Huber bought in l 77G tlrn beautiful 
country seat of Cologny, erected by tlrn architect Blondel in 
] 720 for M. Tronchin, fotber of the celebrated physician. 

Among Huber's printed works mm;t be mentioned 'Observr,­
tions sur le Vol dr,~ Oiseaux de Proie,' nnu an article in the 
'Gazette de France' (1783) on the Balloons of Montgolfier. 
'l'wo of his paintings were presented by his family to the Mus6e 
Rath at Geneva. 

Huber won his greatest celebrity, however, as a silhouettist 
of hunting and wn.rlike scenes-works of art of which he alone 
had the secret. Some of these exist in different collections in 
England, but the finest of those he offered to the Empress of 
Russia were destroyeJ by fire. 

The Hubers were-) connectecl with the Neckers anc1 the 
Gallatins. 1 

1 This information I derivell from .Jean Huher's grandson, the late Colonel 
Hnber-Sal11clin (also a celebrated man), whom I knew :i,t the a.~e of eighty-two, 
but Rtill possessing the activity of :i, young man. He was tall, strongly built, 
arnl had large intellectual features. His mother was of the princely Italian 
family of Ludovici. I saw in his salon a hunting scene by his grnnclfathrr, 
and the latter's portrait by the Chevalier l~ [ls.sin. Huber's silhouettes wrm 
mostly sent by him to Grimm, then with the Empress Catherine, Lnt they 
\l'i'l'e nll bnrnt in on<' o[ the itnperial pn,laceCJ ; although in ru1 unpnblislied 
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In further illustmtion of the intimal;e relations existing 
between the de Constants and Voltaire, and the peculiu,r situa­
tion of Swiss officers in France, the following sprightly (unpub­
lished) letters are of value. 

lvI. Constant d'Hermenches, youngest son of Lieutenant­
General Corn;tant de Rebecque and brothei· of the Marquise de 
Gentil de Langalerie, writes to the poet from Paris, May 2, 1761: 

'My Dear Benefactor,-Upon my anival here I sent the 
letter which yon had the goodness to give me for Mme. la 
Duchesse de Grnmont. 1 At the same time I wrote one to her 
in which I told her of my regrets that cireurnstances preveutecl 
my calling upon her in person, and that fearing to comprorni8e 
myself with my masters I was compelled to keep myself in 
retirement until my fate was decided. She replied to me to­
day the most graciously in the world, confirming all the good­
will of her father. Accept my sincere thanks for it, 8ir, for it 
is to you that I shall owe everything that this lady has the 
kindness to do for me. Having no other merit or recommenda­
tion with her except what your kindness will provide, I take 
the liberty to ask you to write to her again if, as I clo not 
donht, she replies to your letter; and be kinc1 enough to enter 
into a few details as to your opinion of my humble talents, aml 
what is known to you of the conRideration whieh I and my 
family enjoy in Switzerland. 'l'his second letter becomes 
necessary to me, because on one side my friends have no 
opportunity to speak of me to this lady, aud on the other it, is 
to be fee.reel that the Swiss whom she sees are unfavouraLle to 
me. 'l'hat is the opiuion which has been given to me. I am 
so accustomed to look upon you as our father, our protector, 
t,hat I employ without cfocretion the rights which this title 
gives me over you. 

letter of Huber to his cousin, Mme. Necker, in 1780 (in the archives of CoppeL), 
loaned to Colonel Huber-Saladin by M. d'Haussonville, he says that he has 
allowed Fassin to take his pictures and silhouettes to an engraver at Paris. In 
another letter to her, speaking of Catherine of Russia, he thinks that she will 
be at Constantinople before long. He adds : ' A fle!t is s!tfe in the mane of a 
lion while he h!ts not a moment's peace on the shoulder of a dog. I wrote 
this' to Grimm, who recounted it to Catherine.' In these letters he ridicules 
Voltaire. Colonel Huber-Sal>tdin was writing (1880) the Memoirs of the Connt 
de ()irconrt from his letters, including his correspondence with Bonstetten, 

• N1!e Bt•!tttix de Choiscul-Stainville, mi1rried to the seventh Duke Lle 
GrnmonL in 175\l; guillotiucd in 1794. 
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'I have had propositions ma<le to me which <lid not suit me, 
and I am hoping for Romething better. M. le Due cle Choiseul 
wro~e to m~ friend : " If M. Constant will give himself the trouble 
to. hll c~, Swiss colonel, I will certainly yive hirn a reyirnent irnrne­
dinte.ly. And Mme. de Gramont writes that he is as willing to 
provide an agreeable ancl easy post for me as I am to receive it. 
'l'hese matters are promi~ing'. but we have need of the deepest 
sec:ecy, for all the nation is on the watch. It is thought 
desirable to create a post of major-general of the Swiss, but 
there a:e innumerable difficultlies. The King is supposed to 
have saic1,. ''All the favours are fur the Swiss." I hope that on 
the next JOUruey to }Vfarly my fate will be decided and I shall 
not fail to inform you of everything that is conn~ctecl with it. 
!n the meantime . I am a prisoner here in the house of my 
rnspector, and as ignorant of what is going on in Paris as if I 
were at Herm.enches. 'fhe inspecto1· inhabits the pretty house 
of the late Bishop of Rennes--a residence really worthy of a 
voluptuary. We chat, we make plans, we read some of your 
works, and to amuse ourselves we compose songs. I have told 
my inspector that I wish you kn( w what an indecent fellow he 
is. ~ere ar~ some of tille couplets of his composition ; he will 
be funous with me for sending them to you, and as for me I 
know that they will make you laugh. 

'I have hopes, so far as my father is concerned but we must 
wait until the regiments are formed. ' 

'I trust that you will pardon me if I date letters that I 
wrote in Switzerland a~cl Holland from your house; it is always 
there that my heart will be, and it is the easiest thing to per­
suade myself that I am there also in person. 

' Accept all the good wishes that I form for your welfare 
and your 1iealth, and the assurance of the respectful attachment 
of your very humble servant, ' C. D'H. 

'My address is, 'l'o the care of M. le Baron de Besenwald 
inspect.or of' tlrn Swiss troops, rue de Grenelle, li'aubourg st'. 
Germain, Paris.' 1 

M. Constant cl'fformenches to Voltaire from Landrecies, 
Fehruary 28, 1766: 

1 

A.utogrnph lctt~r in the nnthor's unpublished collections. 'l'he coniilets 
luwe d1supp"nl'ef1. 

VOL. II. Q 
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, et· -If you could doubt that there is a single monwnt of oir, . . 
my life in which I do not formulate wishes for your welfan~, I 
would have sent you a congratulatory letter at the New Yem·, 
as being the person in the world for whom I h:.we t.he ':'arm.es t 

d the most respectful attachment. You clo not believe me 
an f · 1 l · stu id enough not to appreciate the foil which your n em ;; 11p 
giv~s to rny character, nor ungrateful enough to fo~get your 
kindness. My long silence must therefore be ascribed as a 
sacrifice to the fear of being importunate. Your letters are 
something so precious, that while prostrating rnysel~ bef?re 
those which I receive I forbid myself to fatigue you with nune 
in order to deserve another from you from time to tim e--like 
those beggars to whom one gives alm s ':·hen the.y a~ not 
demand them. I know that you live lmppily, that m spite. of 
your anxieties yon lose nothing of your ardour. I i:ea~ w1tl~ 
eagerness your ode on the Death of the ?auplnn;. you: 
verses to la Olairon,2 your letters to the Abbe de V 01senon, 
to the Marquis de Villette,4 to the Chevalier de BouffierH. I 
see that in yom retirement you put to shame those who are. the 
most active and who enjoy the best hc~alth; and that, i~i .a 

word, you do not cease to prov~ yourself a n.nique and iwod1g1-
. s ci•eGted to bn a deho·ht and a haht to the hunrnn ous gen1u , "' " .' o a . 

race. I thank Heaven for it! I congratulate myself 11 pon 
having completed a year which .has ap~eared so long to nm on 
account of the distance at wlnch I live from you, and u1~011 
having comm nceJ. this year, during which I coOllt u-poo O'O\Dg 
to present my homage to you. My most agreen.b'.e 1)li1ns b.11ve 
always •er.nay for their object. A few ho~l'~ of you r s~c1 t.y_ 
·u soon make me forget th sad and pamful days which I 

;~ss separated from all those den.rest to i~rn. :For the last ten 
years you have been my strong~st pass10n ; for the l~st ten 
years your friendship and your w1t have been the lrnppmess of 

1 December 20, 1766. ,_,,, b 17'>S 
~ Cl · Josi)iphe Leirls de la Tude, known ru; MJ1e. Ow.u·on, orn ~ , 

m a.de h:1"n.rst nppan:i:o.nGe at t.he Thlill.t.r l!'ro.11 9nis, Septe~bor 1() 174fl, o.!1cl 
,. ' A ·1 17P.rt. a1·ed J n.nu81'Y 18 1803. Voll.a.u:e C!\tr1ec1 on 11.ll ext(lO$.IVG re.1rec. pr1 vu , ' 

con-espondence with h er. . 
, 0 1.n.ude Henri F us e, Abhli cl e Vo1Senon, 170 - 1775. . , 
1 Oh~rles Miu:quis de Villette, snpposecl ~o be a son of .Vo1L~1re , 17~0--17!l .t 

He mu.tried ~t ))'erncy, in 1777, Mllo. de Vl\ncourt. oltau·u <l ied 1tt l 11s llo11so 
in PariR. 
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a life upon which, with this exception, I set little value. You 
cannot believe, Si1-, how much I have aged, and how little I am 
concerned about it ; and, in truth, there can be very few men 
who love life, if to be happy in loving one must have a definite 
object in view. You have reasons for thinking otherwise, Sir; 
each of your moments is devoted to immortality, but I-what 
can be the aim of my existence ? If it is pleasure there is too 
little of it. If life is a passage, I find it very obscure. My 
bn.ttle-horse is the chapter of my duties. I persuade myself 
that I have some to fulfil, and I acquit myself of them wibh all 
my strength. 

' I am no longer at Lille. M. le Dnc de Ohoiseul, who 
does all the good he can to the nation, wished to favour us 
through our ruling passion-money. It was too dear in a 
large and handsome town. Here we are at r_,andrecies and 
Avesnes. A Swiss officer can dine and sup here very well for a 
louis per month. I am in garrison in this town, which Prince 
Eugene and the Dutch formerly wished to capture in order to 
march to Paris. I will follow their example this winter-I 
shall not go there. I wish to complete my year of probation, 
not that I have any ambition-it is too late in life for that­
but to try every role. If ever you compose a play in which 
there is a major I beg you to give the character to no one but 
me ; I promise that you will be satisfied. 

' Yes, Sir, Mme. d'Hermenches was greatly enchanted with 
what she saw at your house during the stay of our Olairon, ancl 
she was much impressed by the continued flattering reception 
which you and Mme. Denis deigned to give her. I am im­
patient to be with you in order to fix my opinion on the sub­
limeness of la Olairon ; up to the present she has astonished 
n.nd impressed me much more than she has affected me ; she is 
admirable, and bas never made me weep. I would like you to 
hear la Dumesnil 1 on the occasions when she does not descend 
to ridicule. 

':il-1. de Schouwalof will have been very happy if you hacl 
Egisthe 2 played for him ; he has for a long time past recited 

1 Marie Fran~'oi se Dumesnil , celebrated actress, 1713-1803. Rhe made her 
first appearance in 1737, and left the stage in 177!), Voltaire called her ' I~ 
bonne Dumesnil.' 

' One of the drnmntis personm in Voltaire's tmge1ly of Orestc. 
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pai·ts of it very well. He is much taken with you. He lrnR 
tasl·.e, accomplishments, and many things which do honour, as 
yon sa.y, to the laws of his count.ry, since they have changed 
its customs and belied the climate. I know M. cle vV Ul'on­
?:ow; 1 he wri~es to me occasionally from the Hague. He is 
amiable, am1 has, I believe, much solidity of character am1 

juclgm nt. 
'But , Sir, haNe you up to the present found n.mong the 

ussia.ns who have surprised us tho,t character and that genins 
whi h bears promise of making tlwm Kome clay equal to other 
nations'? You are the only person who cn.n enlighten rne 011 

this point, and I ask your indulgence for my question. rl'hq 
like what is macle outside of their own hom e, ancl they imitate 
it. But will they ever have a proper taste of their own, :i 

national goorl taste? 'l'hose whom we see groan because they 
are Russians; the idea of returning to their country mak1'-8 
them shudder. rrI1is sentiment is monstrous; othm· men, 
savages even, love their native couut.ry ; if the h\WS hn.v ~ad 
Russia a country of philosophtws, why il not th s phll o­
phers Jove their country ? I s it not that tbo ·e wh m w · 
admire and who are fran l1isecl are notliing more thoin ·xotic 
plants in th se climates? 

'Witb. :1.·ega1·d to tJ1at coun try, tlo you know, 8ir, that yon 
have a da ughter of P eter the Great in your house of the rn <lu 

,,heue ? Mme. d'Ho.qu villa mnk s tJiis claim ancl it wu.s 
unil r this title that Rhe went to 1 t . . ete1·sbnrg to mak h i·­

sAlf known to he1· sister Elizabeth, who made no opposiiion. 
8he would be there Htill, sustaining a distinguished positi.011, if 
she had not taken part in the intrigues of the Man[uis cle In 
Cltetarllie. 2 r11he truth is that the Brnperor of All the Rnssias 
fuund 1\frne. de Mommort to hiH tiist.e clnring bis last journey to 
Prance; that she was confinec1 niue months later, all(} t.!mt j,}rn 
child resembles a Czar more than a Pario;ian. I wai:; given this 
tmecdote as being perfectly accnrate, as well as the unworthy 

• Rossinn Minister nt the H11>"ue iu 176!1 . 
• Marquis de l a Ohet:nrdie, 1705-1750, a di st!ng11i~hed diplomnti ~t nnd 

ooldier, Freno.b Ambnsm),{lol' at S~. Petei:sburg , nulerl 111 the revol ~1 t1 ~n by 
whioh Eli7.n.bcLb been.me l!l1tlprcsA, nud w11.s fm· several. years bar .ml~mnlu 
friend ; disgraced in l744, r turned to Fran~,e .• nnd was x1led by Lom

1
8 X.f"..; 

w ll.ll Ii ut .• genern.1 in th nrmy of Unly, nml 111 174.!l A.mb1u1sndo1· to Sardmiu.. 
Died nt Hmian. 

VAUD, DERXE, AND SAVOY 229 

action of a certain a.uthor, the Chevalier de la ]\forliere, 1 

d urt11g t.his journey from l{ussia, who compelled the daughter 
of Mme. c1'Haqueville to retire to a convent. 

' Accept, Sir, with your usual kindness, my very humble 
homago, and deign to honour with your remembrance the most 
grateful ancl the most zealous of your servants. 

'I offer my warmest respects to your niece (Mme. Denis).' 2 

Constant d'Hermenches writes again to Voltaire from Bois 
de Vaucl, December 15, 1771: 

'My dear Benefactor,-! am quite persuaded that if you 
could give me a regiment you would do so, and I would venture 
to ask yon for it; but when I went to pay my court to you, 
and to relate my misfortunes, I did not dare to ask you if you 
could help me. I consicler it an abominable indiscretion to ask 
continually for recommendations to persons to whom I ought 
to be more recommendable, by my devotion to their service, 
than to you who owe me nothing and to whom I owe every­
thing. But 11ecessity ancl the fatality of my star are my hLw 

to-clay. My friends wish me to write to :M. le Due d'Aiguillou.3 

I am told that he will save me ; I do not know him, he has 
never heard of me, and I am supposed to be at Huningen. 

' Here is my letter. Will you permit friend V agniere 
[Voltaire's secretary J to read it to you, and will you dictate 
from your bed a few lines in which you will say to M. le Due 
d'Aiguillon that a }Joor devil who has not been able to approach 
him has had the insolence to beg you to place his letter in your 
packet, and that in spite of this insolence you do not detest 
him, but that you pity him ? 

'The lea8t of my evils is a severe feverish cold, which this 
badly constructed statement of my case has not diminished. I 
place myself at your feet with that fervid and tender venera­
tion and gratitude which yon :.ire entitled in so many ways to 
receive from me.' 1 

1 Chevalier de la Morliere, l 7Hl-l 785, a brilliant writer ancl a notorious 
r.clventurer. 

' A ntograph lctkr in the author's nnpnblishccl collections. 
'Dnke d'Aiguillon, 1720-1782, cousin of the Duke de Richelieu, governor 

of Brittany, became Minister of War in 1771 after the fall of the Duke de 
Choiseul. DisgracP.cl by Louis XVI. 011 his accessiou. 

' Autograph letter in the author's unpublished collections. 
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A fourth letter of d'Hermenches to Voltaire is Jated from 
the Hague, May 27, 1772: 

'I cannot resist, my dear Benefactor, the temptation of 
offering you my homage from this Batavian country, where I 
have come to see my son. I find here an anecdote which 
deserves not to be forgotten in ecclesiastical chronicles, and a 
trait of wisdom on the part of the magistrates of Amsterdam 
which should not be ignored. You will have heard that a fire 
has reduced the theatre of this town to ashes, and that a large 
number of persons have perished. Here is the text which was 
chosen the very day of the fire by a Dutch minister, and from 
which he preached his sermon on the morrow, knowing that 
the magistrates had already decided to forbid preaching on the 
occasion of this catastrophe : 

'Amos, chapter vi. verses 9 and 10. "And it shall come to pass, 
if there remain ten men in one house, that they shall die. Arnl 
when a man's uncle shall take him up, and he that burneth him, 
to bring out the bones out of the house, and shall say unto him 
that is by the sides of the house, Is there yet any with thee? 
and he shall say, No: Then shall he say, Hold thy tongue: for 
we may not make mention of the name of the Lord." 

'It is, however, right to tell you that I have this from a 
member of the clergy who is my friend, who considers it an 
excess of zeal on the part of his colleague ; and that this same 
man made an excellent sermon while I was at the Hague, 
preaching the simplest and the most edifying morals, which 
would have satisfied you. 

'It is said-merely a rumour--that during the fire a Dutch 
minister nm about the streets crying to those who were hai:;ten­
ing to give assistance : Llicl si maer brcinden, het sijnd cleufel1i 
kindcren. 

' An excess of fanaticism counterbalanced by an excess 
of libertinage is what I have found greatly increased in this 
country. I do not know if misery is the cause, but the streets 
are swarming with very young and very pretty girls, who offer 
their charms to passers-by. I confess that, without succumb­
ing, these complexions so fresh and so natural have much im­
proved my eyesight, fatigued by the rouge and the excessive 
art of our :Frenchwomen, among whom the corps £7cs jilles has 
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playetl so considerable and so revolting a part for some time 
past. 

'I beg you, Sir, not to quote from any portion of my letter 
about this misery which I relate to you, and never to allow my 
good priest to know that I sent you the text of his colleague's 
sermon. 

'I return to my regiment through Paris, where I shall call 
upon M. le Comte de Hochefort, 1 to know if he has anything to 
send to yon. I shall also see JU. d'Argental, 2 and if I find the 
meaus I shall make a detour of thirty leagues in order to spend 
a few hours at Ferney, on ,June 11 or 12. I must be at Hunin­
gen on the night of the 1 Gth. 

'Continue your kindness to me, and accept my very humble 
and tender homage.' 3 

Lamery, 'comedian to the King,' writes from Lyons to 
Voltaire, after 176G: 

'I have just met with a singular incident with that scribbler 
(hm·houillaur de ]W]iic;') :Freron. 4 Here are the facts : 

' About a year ago I was at supper in a certain house where 
we were pbying at v·i·ngt-et-1m, a game much in vogue here, 
and one of the company said to me, "Lamery, you ought to 
compo::;e a little comedy on Vingt-et-im. It would draw the 
whole town." This idea ran in my head the remainder of the 
evening, and on returning home I began to write, and did not 
give up until my Vingt-et-un was finished. The next day I 
took my kind of comedy to the Censor; I ask permission to 
have it played, which is granted. The piece is rehearsed and 
posted ; on the clay before the representation I am forbidden to 
bring it out, under the pretext that I had introduced several 

1 Count de Rochefort, son of the Countess de Saint-Point. He first came 
to J<'emey in 1766, and was in constant communication with Voltaire from that 
time. 

' Charles Augustin de Ferrio!, Count d' Argental, 1700-1788, a schoolmate 
and life-long friend of Voltaire, who usually addressed him as' Mon Ange.' 

' Autograph letter in the author's unpublished collections. 
4 Elie-Catherine Freron, J 719-1776, a famous critic and opponent of the 

philosophical party; founded the Annec Littcraire. Voltaire vented his ex­
asperation against Frcron by a series of epigrams, of which the following is 
one of the best known : 

'L'autre jour, au fond d'un vallon, 
Un serpent piqua Jean Freron. 
Que pensez·vous qu'il arriva? 
Ce fut le serpent qui creva.' 
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persons of the town into the piece; it was not, however, my 
intention to do so, nnd I had not even thought of it. 

'Disappointed at not being able to give my Vingt-et-un, 
which, poor as it is, would have drawn a very good house, I 
decided to hn,ve it printed. I sold many copies, and apparently 
one fell into the hands of Freron, and this animal, instead of 
striving to use his efforts so that he may be able to give :m 

account of some good book, straightway fills four pages of his 
wretched pnper [L'Annee LitfGmini] to cry down a trifle which 
was only composed as a bit of pleasvntry on society. This is how 
he ends his criticism : ''All the advice I can give to the aut,hor 
is to write no more comedies arnl to confine himself to acting." 

'Tbis is my reply: "You must have a great deal of time at 
your disposal, M. l!'reron, to amuse yourself with analysing a 
trashy piece which wa not worth the honour of being cited. 
What ! For such a wretch d thing you fi.ll four pages of your 
delicious paper? Ah, M. Fr0ron, you scarcely know the vain 
and the usefolness of your time; you are too prodigal. And 
why? For nothing. I do not write with the intention of 
excusing myself for the poorness of my piece, but I am quite 
sure that I was not so long in composing it as you were in 
mnking your criticism. :Moreover, Sir, I thank you for your 
advice. I shall profit by it ; I shall make no more comedies ; I 
shall confine myself to acting. There are days when I perform 
in it with plensure. Adieu, M. :B~reron, until our next meeting. 
I am going to dress for the part of Lord Murrny in L'Ecos­
saise." 1 

'I have sent my letter to the Morrmrc,~ but I do not know if 
they will nccept it. 

'Pardon, pardon, n thousand pan1ons, Sir, for having taken 
the liberty of importuning you on such a subject. 

' Permit me, I pray you, to profit by this circumstance to 
thank you for the kindness yon had for me during the little time 
thnt I had the honour to remain in your house, at the moment 
of :Mlle. Clairon's visit.3 ·what delicious mom ents! Ah, Sir, 
I can only recall them with emotion. How can I prove to you 

1 In this play of Voltaire, Fr6ron is represented as a vcnul, impuclcnt, uncl 
clcgrnclecl pamphleteer. 

' Mci-cnrc de F'rance, founded in 1672. 
3 In the snrnrncr of 1765. 
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my gni.t.itude ? I know not. Tlwre nre moments when no 
expression can render the sensibility with which the soul is 
nffected. This is my position ; I can offer you only a respectful 
silence; accept it, I beseech you, as an assured proof of tbe 
admiration to which you have given rise, and of the sentiments 
which you hnve inspired in me. I have the honour to be, with 
every possible consideration, Sir, your very humble and very 
obedient servant, 

'LAMERY, Comedian of the King 
at Lyons. 

'P.S.-Dut, Sir, can you imagine this Freron? On the first 
nnc1 single occasion that I do a little scribbling, he wages a 
terrib1e war ngainst me-against me who have never said nny­
thing to him-to him who has never done anything else all his 
life but scribble.' 1 

CHAP'fER CXIX 

VoLT.AIRE, in nnswer to the Duke de Choiseul, wrote the sub­
joined letter from Les Delices, dated July 13, l 7G7, in which 
he graphically sketched the European situation, and, with that 
insinuating appearance of modesty which bore a strong re­
semblance to Franklin's methods, offered the counsels which thi:"l 
Minister had enrnestly solicited. '!.'his letter, now first pub­
fo;hed, is of great interest in view of the events that followed in 
the Inst century and in this. 2 

1 Autograph le tter in. tl10 aut hor's unpublished col lections. 
'= Tl1e Duke de Ohoisenl (Etienne·Fl·n.nQois, 1719- 1785), to whom it Is 

a.il clrnssccl , wa.s one of the moat sncoes1iful clit>lomo.hists Md statesmen of Lhe hi~t 
century. He wns ' iL~y. elegnnt, p1·as11mphicms, a. ma.n c~ bom1e$ /ortm1es, bu~ 
with £Lli thh11>os~essed serious ciun.lities of a blgl1 01·der, whfoh hls lightor ohnrnc· 
terisii.cs st.1·engthenod hy giving hlm the fo.vom: of l\fo,1e. de l? mpaclour. Elis 
successful miaBions to Bome a.ncl Vienna plaQecl at bill cli~posal , on the death of 
Crkrdlnal ile Bor.nfa, J;ho po1·U0lio of ForeiQ11 A:ffrurs, anc1 immediai ly !\!tar of 
tlie Mini~ti·y o! War . . T)lrough ihe influence of the fovonrile, he soon became 
Primo l\iiiIDster in fncb, thou~h not in name, dfrccting all e.ffairsof government , 
and diapoaing of e.11 offices. He acciomplisbecl useful ~c.forrm1, anll lel! brilli1111 t 
souvenirs ot his admirii»1;1·ation; he 1·eorgani.seil the Ql'tr1y, brongM ille uavy 
and the colonies to a. hip,hGr le\"lil, rOJ,lLLired the tlisaatlll' of preceding wa.rs, 
tc · e~tublished Frenol1 .influence in Europe, un il-0cl Lbe sovc1·eign~ ol ~11e liousc 
of Bourbon in e. common i,ncL, o.nd rcu.nHcd Oors ict,L to ll'nince, in spite ol tbe 
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'Monseigneur,--
' You know tlrnt upon leaving the Graml Council, hAlcl on 

account of the will of the King of Spain, Louis XIV. met four 
of his daughters who were playing, and S[],id to them: "Well, 
what would yon do if you were in my place ? " 'l'hese young 
girls g[],ve their acl~ice at random, and the King repliecl to 
them : " Whatever advico I follow I shall have censors." 

'You deign to treat an ignorant old man in the :oarne 
manner as Louis XIV. treated his chilc11·en. You wish me to 
gwsip, gossip, and compile, compile. Your kindness ancl my 
rnanner of living, which is without consequence, give me there­
fore the right tlrnt GTos Jean took with his cure. 1 

' In the first place, I firmly believe that all men have been, 
are, and will be led by events. I respect greatly Cardinal de 
Hichelieu, but be did not engage himself with Gustlwns A1lol­
phns until Gcustmuus had hmcled in Pomerania without commlt­
in <~ him· he profited by the circumstance. Cardinal Mazarin 

b ' 

profited by the death of the Duke de Weimar ; he obtained 
Alsace for France and the Duchy of Hethel for himself.2 
·whatever may be said, Louis XIV. did not in the least expect, 
in making the peace of Riswick, that bis grandson would have, 
three years later, the succession of Charles Quint. He even 
less expected thnt the first wnr of his grandson would be 
against bis uncle. Nothing of what you have seen has been 

secret opposition of England, whom he further defeated in her pretensioi:s 
over the Spanish possessions. He pierced the_ ambitious pro!ects of Ru~sra 
towarus Poland, pushed Turkey into a declaration of war agamst Cat_h_erme, 
and would have aided the Sultan hacl it not been for the formal oppos1t10n of 
the king. He reduced the subsidies accorded to foreign princes, at the san~e 
time inducing them to continue in alliance with France: At the time of. his 
death he had been in retirement many years, but was still the respected fnend 
of Mo,rie Antoinette. He bore the title of Count de Choiseul-Stainville when 
Ambassador to Vienno, and until 1758, when he was created a duke. He must 
not be confused with his couRin Crnsar Gabriel de Choiseul, who dicl not enter 
the diplomatic service until 17~8, when he succeedecl his cousin th~ Duke d_e 
Choiseul as Ambassador at Vienna, and was styled Count de Chorneul until 
1762 when he was made Duke de Praslin ; he was at one time Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, and in 1766 of Marine, but fell from power in 1770, at the 
same time as his cousin the duke. . , , , . 

1 The French proverb 'C'est Gros Jean qm en remontre a son cure is 
~be oqnivaleut of the Latin 'Pi~cam natp.ro clocet.' . 

• 'rhis deoln.ration on ~he prui of Voltu.ire is important in connection with 
the orresJlonclenca in the Pat,is F i (!(tl'O of April.ai:d May, 1895! concerr,iing the 
stu.~ement of the emiuent M. Derthalot, late Mimster of Foreign Affairs, who 
thinks that Richelieu and not l\fazarin gained Alsace for Frnnce. 
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for s en. !ou know that c11ance brought about the peace wiiili 
1ilngland tl'lgnecl by that 111imcl1;0me Lorli Bolingbroke sur la.~ 
bellos f e$ses de m.cukunio Fultney. Y 0a will therefore clo as all 
t~e g1·eat men .of Jo~ k:iucl have done who have profited by tb 
cmmmstauces i_u which they founcl themselv s. 

' ou hMe had I ra.ssia for an aD.y, you have it for an 
neray. Austria hns cha.nged its system, and you 11Jso. Russia. 
~ad no weight twenty years ago iu the balance of Euro1)e, a.nd 
it now has n .very conruderabla one. Swed n 11as played a gi·eat 
ro.le, and plays a very small one. Everything has changed, a,1 a 
will ch1U1ge. But as yo"C1 have said, France will always l'el! ain 
a fine kingclom and formichible to its neighbours, unless the 
cfasses of the parliaments interfere. 

' Yon know that nllies nre like the friends who were culled 
rn my time a q_uctdi'ille, one changed his partner at every 
coup. 

'It se ms to me, moreover, that th ft.iendshiE of Messiem:s 
cle B1·anclel)Ottl'g has alw~tys Le ii1t111 to France. They 
a)Jancloned you u.b the si ge of Met~ nia le by- Ohurles Quint ; 
t~ey took much mone.y of Louis XIV. n.nd d clared wn.r ngaiust 
hun; they detached tiliemselves twice from you ducin"' the wm· 
of 17,J,l . A.ntl surely you will not place them inn. p~sitiou -to 
betray !ou a thil:d tim~. 'l'his pow01· was at tl1iit tr10me11t only 
au n-ccadental power, founded on the. Iilost extrem cono111y 
and on a. financial system peculial' to Prnssia. The money 
that was 11oarded up ha.o;; disl1.ppenred. The Prussians, fol' u 
long time victors, are boo.ten by thefr sy11tem. I do not think 
that ther remain forty families at present in the ki.ngd,om ot' 
Prus~ia. Pomerania. is deserted [or d vastated], .B~·andeuoul'g 
J:nise1·aole, no one eats white bread the1·e ; only discredited 
mo.ney is to be seen, and very little even of that. The eatm,tes 
of Cleves are sequestel'ed ; the ustrians al'e victors :in ~ 'il61'1i11. 
It would be less difficult at p~·eseut to uphold the King of 
P russin. than to ctnsh him . 111he English are l'uining t1.1ems lv s 
by aflb:1:c1ing him indirect help in the direction of esse and 
you rendel' this help useless. Suoh is the state of things. ' 

'Now, if one wished to lay a m.ig r, according to the ru le 
or p1·ohahilities the odds muftt be tL1·ee to one that the Pmssian 
power will be destroy c1. 
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• But a Jespcrate blow can re-establish its affairs and ruin 
yours. If you prosper you will have a fine congress, in which 
you are always the guarantee of the 'freaty of Westphttlia, and 
I persist. in thinking that all the Princes of Germany will say, 
" Brandebourg has fallen because it quarrelled with France ; it 
is to our advantage always to have France for a protector." 
Certainly, after the fall of the most powerful Prince of the 
Empire, the Queen of Hungary will not come to ask you to 
return either Strasbourg, or Lille, or Lorraine. She will wait 
at least ten years, and then you wi.11 set the 'J'mk ancl the Swede 
upon her with the help of money, if you have any. 

'The main point is to have much money. Henry l\T. 
prepareu himself to become the arbiter of Europe by having a 
golden balance made by the Duke de Sulli. The Bnglish only 
succeed with guineas, and a credit which increases their value 
tenfold. The King of Prussia only made Germany tremble for 
some time because his father had more money-bags than bottles 
in his cellars at Berlin. vV e no longer belong to the period of 
Fabricius; it is the richest who gets the mastery, just as among 
us it is the richest who buys a post of maitre des req1~1!tes, and 
who in consequence governs the state. It is not noble, but it is 
true. 

''l'he Russians emba,rrass me; but Austria will not hltve 
sufficient to hire them two years against you. 

' Spain embarrasses me, for it has little to gain by ridding 
you of the English ; but at least it is certain that it will always 
have more hatred for England than for you. 

'England embarrasses me, for it will always wish to drive 
yon out of Northern America; and in spite of all your privateers, 
your privateers will always be captured in four or five years, as 
has been seen in every war. 

'Ah, Monseigneur, Monseigneur! one must live from day 
to day when neighbours are to be taken into account. A plan 
may be followed at home, although plans scarcely ever are 
followed; but when one plays against others, one discards 
according to one's hand. A system, Ornnd Dim£ ! That of 
Descartes is fallen, the Roman Bmpire no longer exists; that of 
[Le Franc de] Pompignan even loses it.s credit; everything iH 
being destroyed, everything pa~ses. I am greatly afraid that in 

'I 
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important affairs it is as in phyr;ical science, one makes experi­
ments witho11t having a i:;y~tern. 

' I admire those who say, the House of Austria will become 
v ry powerful, France canuot exiHt. Ah, Messieurs ! An arch­
dn.k e has taken A miens from you ; Charles Quint has been at 

ompiegne ; H nry V. of :England has been crnwnecl at Paris. 
'ome, corn , we Jmvo retrieveu g reat· losses, 1md you i1eed not 

fenr the overtlu·ow of Fmnce, wbab v r abu1,idi.by may be 
practised. Wbn.t l No system! I only kn w one, to be well 
settled at home, ·th n very!J Jy respects you. 

' N got io.tio11a c1 pena on war nnd finance. With mo11 y 
nn ~ victories one can clo everything one wislies.' 1 

'I'he reailer's interest in the prececling 1 tter of oltaire will 
he enhanced by perusal of one from t11e gr flt Leonhm·d Euler, 
w liich I was fortunate enough to fiud at La Cho te. 'l'he 
math maticia.n wn.s 1)orn at .Dasle (l 707), son of a pnstor ther , 
mid it was to MU . Euler, his sister, that this letter wos wt·itt n 
from B din, August 30, 1758. Euler now ccupi d iu t.he 
friendship 0LU1red rick th reat t;l e place which VoHaire ball 
lost, aod the contro.sb in th ii surv YA f lTi m·op ia as notaLl fis 

tbat between their at,ti tudes tow:wda con tempomry f, rms or 
religion- lliuler bning an earnest Olu·it:itfan, aud Volto.ire a 
clisb li v r iii the <livini liy of Oi11· Saviou1·. 'The lett er, writt n 
it will Le remembei·ed arly :in the S ven Years' War, is llll 

follows : 
'By the preceding post I alreacly informed yon of the first 

subject of the ille},,1wessible joy which the Almighty has given 
us. J will add to-diiy, my dear sister, something to make you 
feel the importa.nc f this victory. 

' It is impossible to describe the cruelties which these 
RTissians .have alreitdy committed, nor those with which th y 
have men::i.ced us ; but · od of his gm pe bus delivel•ed us from a 
danger so terrible thn.t it is hardly possible to imagine ib. Ou!' 
sworn enemies had r solv d to advance as far as B rlin in 01·der 
to make known there that our very dear King was placed unJP-r 
the ban of the empire, believing that the power of the Hu;;siam:, 
whom they thought invincil;le, wouh1 deal u1;: the last Llow; Lut 

' From tliP. unpubli shcrl coll r.ct.ions of tile author. (MS., 11. contcmpornry 
copy.) 
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now this power is so broken that one is manifestly compelled to 
acknowledge the powe1· f God, noi; only with r gard o our 
preservation bnt also to the punishment of the RUBsians.1 

'Besides what is c xitaineu in the GCl.$iettc, I will inform you 
further that our troops, meeting at the commencement with 
great rm;istance, gave way and lost courage. His Majesty took 
a standard in his hand and thus advance1l against the enemy, 
which re-nnimated our army with as much courage as on the 
first day (the 25th of tills month). !.ighteeu thousand of the 
enemy had already been ddv n back, after which our grn.oious 
King rested under a p ear-tree. esterday was the fotll'th uny 
that the barba.l'ia.na were pursued ; they have been starv cl o,11 
this time. General Penner must have been dangerously 
wounded the clay before yestenhy. He hns offered to the King 
to deliver to him G,000 prisoners, if he may retreat wit,h tl1e 
remainder. But this has been refused, because this army must 
be destroyed and these regular troops made prisoners of war; 
but the~e Cossacks or Kalmucks must be killed. It is impmmiLle 
for them to retire, seeing tbat on one side they have to cross 
the river W arta, lined with several thousand peasants armed 
with scythes to kill those who attempt the pm;sage. On the 
other side there is our army ancl the fortress of Custrin from 
wlrnnce the cannon will continually fire on them. 'I'hey have 
already lost all their cannon and powJer, together with their 
ha.ggrtge, and mm;t soon perish miserably if they do not 
snrrenc1er at discretion. It would Le irnpo:oRible to refuse them 
i:;ome compnssion if the infamies and cruelties they have curn­
mittec1 had not rendm·ed them unworthy of it, am1 if they 
hn.L1 not by tliiR mem1s mn<le themselves the horror of the 
human race. 

' 'vVe must recognise here the anger of God and bis 
j at1gllients, of which our dear Monarch is the instrument. Now 
we confide ourselves to the continuation of tlie Ji vine protection, 
am1 we mm;t be nssured that this Almighty Goll will soon 
annihilate tliese abominable enterprises of our enemies, anc1 that 
He will grant us the peace we desire so ardently. It is evident 
tlrn.t Prn~iL1ence has chosen our I'\:ing to be a very remarkable 
i 11strnntL'nt, and that we are approaching great events. 'I'here 

' Brtttlo of Zurnd.,rfi, A nr:n:it 2;; nn<l 2r,, l 7ii t1. 
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is lrere.o. manufacturel' of sb'urnin 1 wlio 1Joa1 ta of ha.v;ing clivine 
revel.at1011s, an has thrown f;he city into aston.ishrn n.t. He 
predicted this bu.~t l e a long tfofe ago ; and several days before 
when ev~ryon wa. ver com with tear and preplll'ed for fl igh t: 
l saw hlm near the Ma1:g rave Remy, wher J1 a.r:mounc c1 
tha:t t.here would be. a bE~ttle 011 Friday, the 25th, which wot1ld 
last .fi;e days, Which would be lllOI' in1porlifl.nt than tlie 
preceding ones, and for which o. fc%e fo~· th e i· turn of than ks 
wcmlc1 be celebrnted at Derlin on tlrn 3rd <)f S t ] II . , ep ·Clll ier. - e 
must also have pre<l1ctec1 several of the preceding battles, with 
all the details. 

' Here is what he has prophesied for the fnture : 

'~hat the. Kin~ .will g ive batille twic this y ar, one to the 
Au.strm~s wlnch will. J,e as honontable as this last, an ] tho oth r 
:vhic~ will 110 of lesR imporliii nce with ·the Imperial tll'my. ~'lwt 
in th1~ sam yeitr nve :irinces of the _Finpire will aband 

0 
thCI 

Austt tans, and ~lmt the '1.1urks will at tack the I ll.S, iau . 'l1li 
ne~t ye~r the King will again give battle to the Austriami, 
~h1;h will be the fourth a~<l the last, and that pertce will follow 
m h ermany, hut beyond its frontiers war will coni.inue until 
17G9. 'l'hat in 17li1 onr Ureat Frederick will be electec1 
Jihnp ror . with .absolute power; J;l;a,t in the same .) em· t lt 
n formation will b n.gaiu undertnkeu, nnc1 P opery wlll u 
c1e troyed · tltat th R f' rmer was all'eady at Berlin. that t11 
Reformation would be upheld by hre most powerful ;otent1.1ite~ 
ruu n ly, the ;mmiieror, the King of E:nglnnd, and tile SDltan, wh ' 
about thai; t,1me wonlc1 en1bnl. e the h1·ir~ tfon i·eli

0
ion. That ·in 

1782 th seoouu Emp tor of tb Hon e of Brnndebourg wou!U 
ascend tL throne ; that he would root out the remnants r 
Popery; am1 that the Imperial dignity would T main wiJ.h 
the House of Branr1ebourg until the yeu.r 226 .L, which will 
probably be the end of the world. Re sn.ys th"t next . 
(17 ~[) A · - •• " yem 

a ) nstria ancl l<'rance will be mor tal enemies. 
'.However it. mny be, it appears evident that our King has 

obt:nrned a patt1oulal' assarance of deiinite ai:;sistanct-i, withoi
1
t 

which he wonld .not havo boen so firm am1 so courageon8 in tho 
g1'. at st . dap_ge)·s. Dnriug the last battlE\ arnl whil e in ilin 
11nd.~t of the c·1wrny, he cont.iuneLl to cry to bis l';O]clit•.i·f4, " M!f 

1 l~ tmnin<' , very fine r.n.nvn.s. 
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chilclr1m, be of yond conrn~1e; see, I have ?1.0 fear." May Goel by 
his O't'ace preserve our clear Ji'reclerick, the pearl of monarchs, 
and ~·ewarcl him abunrlantly for the inconceivable pains which 
he is taking for our deliverance.' 1 

It is curiou:; to find such a mind as Euler taking seriously 
the Berlin clothworker, whose prophecies, by the way, were 
almost ingeniously wrong in every particular. Amid Frederick's 
fearful clisast.ers at Hochkirchen (17 58), and at Kunersclorf 
(17 50), the mathematician must have regretted his creduli1;y; 
hut a little later in that SeV(\Il Years' vVar he must also have 
felt ashamed of what he had said about the Russians. For in 
17GO the Russian soldiers, having pillngeu Euler's farm ne:tr 
Ch1trlottenburg, Germany, their Genernl (Tottleben) on hearing 
of it repair1~d the loss by a very large sum, the Empress Efom­
beth adding an indemnity of 4,000 fiorins. Tlrn last sevent;een 
years of Euler's life were passed at St. Petersbmg, where be 
found his chief support as a man and a sn1:cmt ; so that the 
above letter may take its place as a monumental example of 
the delusions into which great men sometimes fall. 

CIIAP'rEn cxx 

A LETTF:tl of lltfme. de Ilrenles at Ussieres to Mme. de Bochat 
at l~a Grotte, April 13, 17 £18, describes a rural fete, probn,bly on 
occasion of the marriage of M. Clavel de Marsens and Mlle. de 

Cbabot-Chandieu: 
' I have received the things you had the goodness to senrl 

me, arnl thank you very humbly for them, as also for tlie care 
you took in procuring the fish. My dinner would have been a 
failure without it, n.nd your fine fruit crowned the dessert. I 
can only repeat what you have already learned about the i'ete. 
It was all that could be desired. 'rhe wedding took place at 
;.fontprevaire ; there was a parade at the entrance of the estate 
before Ussieres, where a halt was made, and before the ch:'tLeau. 
'l'he cannon were fired at a distance on account of the horSE\S. 

• J\IR. (!t contempornry copy) tliscovorotl hy the 11nthor in La Gl'Otte, nnd 
:now in hir, 1~0:-;scsnion. 
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Some ladies an<l people came from Moudon without being 
expected, to receive them at Ussieres with the cannon; from 
thence the procession went opposite Ropraz, where they fired 
the rest of the day. Everyone was surprised on entering a 
house which had been for so long a time a bachelor's residence 
to find that it did not appear suoh, but was well kept and well 
furnished with everything. W lui.ve been there each day and 
are well received, with much gaiety and cordiality. We did 
not notice either the bad weather or the climate. The young 
couple are united and happy, as they deserve. The piu·enta of 
the bride are very pleasant. The attentions of the husband 
are unceasing; the mother, like her daughter, has charmed 
everyone. The two fathers have become great friends. M. 
de Brenles was not melancholy. It was a very agreeable 
picture.' 1 

Voltaire is again besieged by letters. The Abbe d'Escal­
lier writes to him, August 10, 1758: 

'A taste for study, and my ru:i.tural inclination, having 
caused me to peruse the different works with which so many 
illustrious men have enriched the r~publio of letters (if I did 
not fear to wound your modesty I would flell 7ou, not to betray 
my thought, that I have found in the works with which yo11 
have enlightened the public, models of all kinda), it strack me 
one day that there was wanting to literature a work containing 
the lives of all the poets who have ever written-from the singer 
of Ilium to the panegyrist of Henry IV. (chef-d'amvre of our 
language which raises us above Athens, and for which we are 
indebted to your happy talents- I venture to say, and you will 
permit it, that it was reserved for such a genius as yours to 
teach the French nation that it was capable of producing epic 
minds), which work should be accompanied by critical disserta­
tions on the different works of t.he poets. 

'It is true that the author's life is prefaced to the works of 
some of our poets, but so disfigured, so incorrect in the facts, 
so venturesome in the narration, so filled with anachronisms 
that it is difficult, not to say impossible, to reach the truth 
through the clouds that hide it. 

' From the unpublished collections of Mme, Constantin Grenier, discovere 
by the author in La Grotte. (MS.) 
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• I had collected a few fragments scattered here and there 
on the most ancient monuments, which I had read with the 
intention of undertaking this work, but I feel that I had con­
sulted my ann-01.w-prOJYl'D rather than my a.bility. 

' As am persuo.d a, Sir, of that goodness which interests 
you in fo.voUl' of persons b ginning the cnr e1· you fill with so 
11uch br.illiancy, and tho.t this kindly characteristic 11as urg 
you several time to impa1·t to them your lmowledge . ta.ke t~e 
libe1·ty of a-skinCY like a respectfal son, for your advic on this 
wm·k. I t will b1

, Sir, th _rul shn.11 follow, the pledge of an 
flternal gratitude and of an inviolable attachment,' etc.1 

M. Huet writes from Geneva, December 3, 1758: 
' I have passed many years in compiling an epitome on. 

Religion. It is a honey I have abst.racted from the essence ot 
all flowers ; I have made it my own special study by composing 
an academic discourse requiring rather less than an hour to 
read, which ho.a for t it.le "Le Yray." 

'I present myself at your door, Sir, in order to refer this 
piece to your tribunal. Yon are the prince of fine ge~iuses'. 
and bhe Hero of our nation. I should render myself gmlty of 
the crime of anarchy if I did not solicit the honour of your 
approbation, or at least if I did not render this feeble homage 
to your superiority of knowledge by praying you to grant me 
your criticisms. 

'Necessity compels me to make profit out of this piece, and 
to place it on sale. What would it not gain in price if you 
deign, Sir, to honour it with your protection? 

' Your servants at the door were not able to answer exactly 
at what moment I might present it to you ; perhaps they 
juclged ill of my dress. It is of you, Sir, that I ask an au~i­
ence. An accident on the road in coming here places me m 
straitened circumstances. I am lodging at the " Ecu de 
France." At the precise moment I shall be at your orders. I 
am , Sir, with the most respectful consideration,' etc. 2 

This letter is headed, ' De l'Anglais Huet.' :Mr. Huet, 
accorcling to Beuchot, was a m0mber of the British Parlia­
ment, and a grand-nephew of the Bishop of Avranches. He 

• Autograph letter from the author's unpublished collections. 
2 Ibid 
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composed in 1761 a curious pamphlet entitled 'The Man 
after the Heart of God.' Voltaire's drama of ' Saul ' was 
published (in 1763) as a translation from the English of M. Hut 
(Huet). 

In 1759, as already noted, Voltaire was again at war with 
Grasset. On February 11 he writes from Les Delices to Pro­
fessor Jean Alphonse Rosset de Rochefort : 

'Sir, - I learn the obligations which I owe, or rather which 
religion, good order, and public tranquillity owe to you. I am 
assured, and I do not doubt it, that you employ your talents 
and your idea of justice in proscribing a libel secretly printed 
in your town; the editor, named Grasset, is already greatly 
suspected, since he is known to have robbed the brothers 
Cramer at Geneva ; and his criminal suit has been commenced. 
It would matter little if supposititious works were imputed to 
me in this libel ; that would only be a piece of typographical 
roguery to which one is sufficiently accustomed and which is 
not worthy of attention ; but there is a letter on My lord 
Bolingbroke which formally attacks religion. Whoever com­
posed it is greatly to blame; he who spreads it abroad is still 
more to blame, and it is a punishable calumny to impute it 
to me. 

' The pretended letter written from Lausanne to M. Tiriot 
[Thieriot] at Paris is not my letter at all; I never wrote such 
nonsense as that which has been printed. 

'The reply to this pretended letter by a Society of Literary 
Men of Geneva is an outrage to the state of Geneva; it is an 
anonymous work under a fictitious name, and such publica­
tions are not permitted at Geneva. 

''l'he supposed quarrel with M. Vernet, professor of theology, 
is another insult to this professor, with whom I have never 
quarrelled, and whom I esteem and love. 

'That which concerns the memory of the late Saurin is a 
scandal which the wisdom of your Academy wishes to stifle, and 
which the Sovereign Council of Berne does not desire brought 
up again. 

' Your prudence secouds the government perfectly ; I do 
nDt doubt that your colleagues think as you do ; I present my 
respectful acknowledgments to them, and return to you, Sir, 

11 2 
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in particular, the most tender and the most smcere thanks. 
I wish you and all your family good health. I hope to have 
the honour of thanking you in person very shortly, and assuring 
you of the sentiments full of esteem and respect with which I 
irnve the honour to be, Sir, your very humble and very obedient 
servant, 

'VOLTAIRE, gentilhomme ord. du roy, 
Comte de Tournay.' 1 

Five days later he again addresses the same Professor : 
' Sir,-'l'he letter with which yon honour me does not permit 

me to doubt for an instant that yon will conform, like your 
confreres, to the wise and peaceful views of the Lords Curators 
and of the Sovereign Council. The principal members of the 
State have placed at my disposal a copy of the libel which they 
caused to be seized at Lausanne. I consider it to be a defa­
matory and punishable libel, since it has been printed without 
the name of the bookseller and without permission, and attacks 
the reputation of several persons. I am in my right in insti­
tuting criminal proceedings against the publisher for having 
frequently mentioned my name in this libel, for having im­
puted to me works which I never composed, and for having 
lavished on me the most scurrilous insults and the most infamous 
calumnies. 

'It is obvious that the aim of the miserable publisher of this 
insolent libel is to bring out, under cover of several pieces 
already printed, a new letter on Saurin, which letter the 
Mercure Suisse wisely refused to insert. 

'The question, Sir, is not to know whether the Minister 
Saurin, who died so long ago, merited the hangman's rope or 
not ; but it is necessary not to endeavour to defame by every 
means an innocent family at present comprising eleven mem­
bers ; and the Council of Berne will not permit it. You have 
too much reason, justice, and humanity to wish to defend a 
punishable libel printed by a scoundrel who is decreed at Geneva 
to be liable to arrest for a public theft. 

'I hope that the sentiments of friendship will be joined to 

' This and the following letter are in the unpublished collections of Mme. 
Constantin Grenier, discovered by he author in La Grotte. (MSS.) 
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the pressing motives of religion, peace, honesty, and decency. 
I have the honour to be,' &c. 

'The letter upon My lord Bolingbroke is not at all that 
which was shown me. All this is scandalous and punishable. 

' I will add that it is a detestable excuse to say that these 
insults have been already printed. Is it permitted to pour 
poison into wounds already existing ? ' 

'l'he libel here referred to by Voltaire was a collection of 
pieces published by Grasset under the title of 'La Guerre 
Litteraire, ou cboix de quelques pieces de M. de V""*'*,' which 
contained the supposed letter by Saurin acknowledging his 
guilt. 

Joseph Saurin, the French geometrician, member of the 
Academy of Sciences and Examiner of Books, born in France 
1659, was brought up as a Roman Catholic and named Minister 
at T~urre in Dauphine. As the sequel to a dispute with the 
Prior he fled to Geneva and adopted the reformed religion, 
becoming pastor at Bercher (1684-1680) and signing the 
Consensus in 1686. Some remarks in the pulpit aroused the 
antagonism of Berne, and to escape the vexatious measures 
continually levelled against him he returned to France and 
re-entered the Roman Catholic Church in 1690. Having come 
into Switzerland in 1712, he was seizRd, on the accusation of 
heresy, and of causing his wife to renounce her religion. 
Fictitious crimes were imputed to him which would have 
brought him to the gallows had they been true ; and the climax 
was reached when a letter was produced, in which Saurin 
confessed his crimes to one of his former friends, a pastor. 
This letter was published in the Supplements to the Dictionaries 
of Bayle and Moreri, and Voltaire, at the request of Saurin's 
family, undertook to defend Saurin. For this purpose he 
secured the following document, twenty years after Saurin's 
death: 

' We, pastors of the church of Lausanne, canton of Berne, in 
Switzerland, declare that, being requested to say what we know 
of an accusation brought against the late M. Joseph Saurin, 
former pastor of the barony of Bercher, in the bailiwick of 
Yverdon, and touching a letter imputed to the said M. Saurin, 
in which he appears to accuse himself of criminal and discredit-
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able acts; the said letter and the said imputation being printed 
in the S11pplfmwnts mw; Dictionnnires de Bayle et de ] :for cri; we 
declare that we have never seen the origina1 of this pretenc1r.d 
letter, nor known anyone who has seen it, nor heard sny that it 
hnd been addressed to any pastor in this country; so that we 
can only disapprove the use which hns been made of thnt 
document. In witness whereof we have signed ourselves, this 
30th dny of March, 1757, at Lausanne, 

' ABRAHAM DE CROUSAZ, first pastor of the church 
of Lausanne, and dean ; 

'N. PoLIER DE BorrENS, first pastor of the church 
of Lausanne ; 

'DANIEL PAVILLIARD, pastor.' I 

Joseph Saurin died in 1737 (December 29). He left a son, 
Bemard Joseph Saurin (1706-1781), advocate, author of the 
tragedy of Bpnrt(icus, who was for a time secretary to the 
Prince de Conti. 

In his article on Joseph Saurin, Voltaire says : ' I have been 
enabled to examine on the spot these accusations against Joseph 
Saurin; I have spoken to the Seignior of the domain of Bercher 
[M. le Baron de Saussure de Bercher], where Saurin had been 
pastor; I addressed myself to all the family of the Seignior of 
this domain; he and all his relatives have unanimously t old me 
that they have never seen the original of the letter imputed to 
Saurin.' 

'l'he Swiss clergy wished to remove from office the three 
worthy pastors who had signed in accordance with their con­
science; it is undoubtedly to this same subject that M. de 
Steiguer refers in the lette1· already quoted to M. de Brenles, 
Juue Hl, 1757-' Speaking about disorder, M. Crousil. has been 
punished severely. Is example, therefore, so necessary with 
you?' 

Voltaire frequently reft1rs to the vexations which the Minister 
Polier de Battens suffered for having sig·ned the preceding 
document. 'l'o M. de Brenles he writes (November 2, 1758): 
'You are right in pitying our friend Polier de Battens, who 
haR had the weakness to allow himself to be hlamed hy vulgar 

1 BcuchoL, vol. xix. p. 208, erroneously writer; the name Povillurd. 
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pedants, after having had the strength to do bravely a good 
work which ought to have sil enced these rascals. I speak 
rather ao; a man who possesses t owers [referring to the Chuteau 
of Perney J and machicolations, and who is not afraid of the 
Consistory.' To M. Bertrand, November 27: 'Your ministers 
of Lausanne, who have a grudge against our friend Polier, have 
conducted themselves with him in this affair very indecently, 
and he has been too yielding. He ought to have shown firm­
ness on such an occasion.' 

To M. Bertrand again, January 30, 1759, he speaks of a 
M. d'Arnay, son of the professor, the former associate of 
Bousquet, as probably having the printed sheets at his house. 
He adds in a postscript : ' The catechist Chavanes, of Vevai, is 
not, I am assured on oath, the author of the libel. Allamand 
is the man who is sure to be informed of this intrigue ; but I 
do uot wish to write to him.' 

He informs M. de Brenles, February 7, 1759, that the 
author of the libel is a certain Lerveche [Leresche ], a former 
preceptor of General Constant de Rebecque, and now minister 
of Roche, within the circle of Vill eneuve. Leresche sent it for 
correction to Allamand, and to M. de Chavannes, at Vevay, who 
would have nothing to do with it. And on February 29, tc 
M. Bertrand : ' Allamand writes to me that all the pasto!'s of 
Vevai disavow the libel dated from Vevai. This is a fresh 
reason for its suppression.' 

It has been seen in a preceding letter that Voltaire signs 
himself Count of Tournay. His former secretary, Colini, says 
in his Memoirs: 'Voltaire signed for some time in this way, 
after having acquired the domain of Tournay. His enemies did 
not see that it was a pleasantry, and accused this great man of 
a ridiculous vanity. He had taken this title of Comte as he 
afterwards took that of Frere Voltaire, Capncin indigne, when 
the Capuchins of the country of Gex named him (1770) their 
temporal father.' 

The following lines, by nn unknown poet, were found in the 
gnrrets of La Grotte : 
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A MOn DE VOL'.l'AIRE, COMTE DE TOURNAY, 1759. 

Halas I qu 'est devonu le temps, 
Volioire, 0\1 ton heureux genie 
Produisoit les plo.isira constans 
Et lo. gloire de lo. Patrie? 
Des possessions et des rangs 
Dedl1ignant le faste epMmere, 
Rival de Sophocle et d'Homere 
Tu marchois au-dessus des grands. 
Eh I quel censeur atrabilaire 
Eftt pu te refuser alors 
Cette gloire, j us te salaire 
De tes admirables esFOl'S? 
Quand ton pinceau rare et sublime 
A nos camrs charmes et surpris 
Du plus illustre des Henris 
Tra.,oit la vertu magnanime, 
Le nom d'Arouet, exalte 
Par l'harmonie et l 'eloquence 
Avec le Heros de fa France, 
Partageoit l'immOl'talite. 
Tes succes brillans et rapides 
Se multiplioient dans leurs cours, 
De froides odes des candides 
N'obscurcissoient pastes beaux jours, 
Une noblesse imaginaire 
N'eut pas alors seduit ton cmur, 
C'etoit assez cl'etre Voltaire 
Pour exister avec honneur. 
Maintenant, seigneur gentilhomme, 
Quel Protocole m'apprendra 
Comment vous voules qu'on vous nomme; 
Chambellan, Comte, etcetera? 
Mille pardons, Votre Excellence, 
Mes effo1·ts sont trop limites 
Pour denomb1·er vos qualites. 
Dans la nomenclature immense 
De vos modernes dignites 
S'egare ma reminiscence. 
II est vrai qu'au grand ecrivain 
J'aurois donne la. preference 
Sur la fastueuse existence 
D'un petit Seigneur Cisalpin 
Dont l'ennuyeuse suffisance 
Des m~mes droits de suzerain 
Savoure la prMminence. 
Car enfin, noble chatelain, 
De la pompe qui vous decore, 
Que l'eclat soit trompeur ou vrai, 
Je rends vingt Comtes de Tournay 
Pour un Voltaire ,\ son aurore. 1 

1 Original MS. in the unpublished collections of Mme. Constantin Grenier, 
discovered by the author in La Grotte. 
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CHAPTER CXXI 

M. GRANGE, a bookseller mentioned in several of Voltaire's 
published letters, writes from Paris, March 27, 17 59, to recom­
mend himself to Voltaire as the publisher of a correct and beau­
tiful edition of his works : 

' Sir,-It has been for a long time complained that in general 
our best authors are badly printed. Your works have not had 
in France a different fate from . those of Corneille, Racine, and 
many other great men who have illustrated our nation; they 
have always been badly printed. If we except your Hervriade, 
of which the English have made an elegant edition, and the last 
edition of your works which has just appeared at Geneva, 
where shall we find one, Sir, that is passable ? All our French 
booksellers whom you have gratified with your works have gained 
a great deal of money; but if they have had occasion to be 
satisfied with your generosity, neither you, Sir, nor the public 
have cause for being satisfied with their handiwork. Although 
their numerous editions have been sold immediately they were 
printed, they certainly did not owe the success of so rapid a 
sale to their typographical merits. All these gentlemen have 
had the same greed for gain ; and yet not one of them has had 
the emulation to surpass his confreres by beauty in the execution 
of the work. 

' You will judge for yourself, Sir, by casting your eyes on 
the prospectus which I have the honour to send, of the desire I 
have to deserve your approbation and that of the public. I 
propose, if you permit me, to spare neither care nor expense to 
make an edition of your works which shall be of exceptional 
beauty. M. Lemoine, my brother-in-law, does me the pleasure 
to preside over the department of design and engraving which 
will be executed by our greatest masters ; and he bas had, and 
will have, your portrait engraved from your bust. As for the 
typographical portion, a man of letters and taste will undertake 
the corrections, and I will have type made superior to that 
which I have employed for the prospectus. 
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'I shall be flattered, Sir, if my zeal and my emulation are 
agreeable to you, and in th~it case you will much oblige me by 
indicating the number of copies that you will destine for your 
friends. I shall consider it a duty to present them on your 
behalf. 

'I have the honour to be, Sir, with profound respect, your 
very humble and obedient servant, 

'GRANGE, Imprimeur-Libraire, 
' Rue de la Parcheminerie a Paris.' I 

Professor Escher, writing from Zurich, April 3, 1759, to 
M. Rosset de Rochefort at Lausanne, speaks of Zimmermann, 
'whom I call my father,' and of a M. Blachon, who is about to 
enter the ministry at Zurich. He continues : 

'Permit me, Sir, to beg a small service of you. There is at 
Zurich a M. Simler, inspector alwnnorum, formerly my pre­
ceptor and now my confrere and friend- a great admirer of the 
History of the Reformation-and very learned in this kind bf 
study, which even with you is considered an oracle. He is also 
a conespondent of Gerdes, of young Haller, and of Sinner the 
librarian. He requested me, when writing to Lausanne, to 
present his respects to you, and beg you to send an ample ac­
count of the late Dom Quiros, professor in your Academy, con­
cerning his origin, his travels, and his works. A student could 
draw it up for you. H e wishes to insert it in a German collec­
tion of pieces which he will join to the Histoire de la R 6forme, 
to which he is always adding some new literary thing .... I 
knew that you wer'3 among his friends and even patrons, and 
that one could not apply to a better source to have correct 
information about the deceased professor .... If by chance, as 
I believe some inhabitants of Zurich will soon be going to 

' Lausanne, I shall have the honour to send you a dissertation or 
two of M. Hogenbach, very different from those of M. Zimmer­
mann. Ah, how we have fallen ! But I am more garrulous 
than I ought to be. I conclude by begging you to accept my 
respects and friendly souvenirs, and for yonr dear family as 
well as for the de Bochats and d'Arnays,' &c.2 

1 Autograph letter, in the author's unpublishecl collections. . . 
" From the unpublished collections of Mme. Constantin Gremer, c11scov~red 

by the author in La Grotte (Mtl.). Hyacinth e Bernal Dom Quiros, a S!Ja111ard 
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M. Oappelm::m, writing from Paris, November 20, 1751, to 
M. Hosset de Rochefort at Lausanne, says : 'The situation of 
the worthy M. de Quiros causes me all the more pain since it 
is said that a man of his merit and probity should be exposed, 
although innocent, to feel the effects of the bad conduct of a 
few of his predecessors, as a price of the sacrifice he has made 
to the truth.' 1 

Professor Escher, of Zurich, who was also pastor at Wip­
kingen, 2 writes to Mme. de Bochat at Lausanne, August 16, 
1739: 

'Madame,-I fear less to abuse your goodness since my 
aunt has a.ssured me of the continuance of your benevolence, 
and told me that you would not feel hurt if I took the liberty 
of sending some of my friends to you, and asked you to grant 
them the entrance t o good society. . . . I have f01·med an idea 
that they will one day be the ornament of our Republic. I 
know full well the friendship you have for the human race, and 
uare to hope that you will always favour the stronger sex, and 
will contribute with pleasure to obtain for them every occasion 
to learn easy, polished, and agreeable manners among persons 
of good morals, for whom only you have any liking. The two 
travelling companions are members of very good families; one 
is named Orell, who will som e day be very rich. He is well 
eclucated and witty, has a kindly heart, but is extremely lazy 
and inclined for pleasures. At an early age he frequented 
ladies' society, which is contrary to the usage of our country, 
and has even induced others of his own age to imitate him. 
H e has discovered the art of attending u.pon the ladies without 

by birth, wns o. tbcologio.n of the Popa; but having to defend the co.ns0 oi ~ro. 
f.es-tn.ntiam in a. disput , o.s wo.a uustomary clu~ing Lent botwoen the U1eologuins 
of the P.ope, h0 sustained hie thesis with so m ucll tahm~ , knowlud.8 1 nnd elo-
1111enue, tlmt he e11tiroly vanquished his 11dvorsn1•y in the controversy. Dorn 
Quil'os WMI in oonscquenee compelled to quit .Bome. Ho wont to Switzerland, 
where be beonme a. Ptotesta.nt, and later was ap,poiuted by Lho Berno 11ut.hoci­
·tios Ptofossor Extrn.ordlnn.1•y o! Eooleai.a tion.l ll:lst;ory 11t Lo.ueann.o. At 'his 
<1eabb ho bequeathed bis librnry to the A.on.domy. Ho was ~ho author ~f J?Ui­
scrtaiio Histor·1:(JJ 1Eccl~·iastUu.ii (Bet·ne, 1754.), 1md of Flist<Jr'ia Eccluiastu;a, 
the l11Har being iu mo.nuaorlpt in the Cn.ntonnl Ll brury. 

1 From the unpublished oolleetions of l\<I.ma. Constn.ntin Grenier, discover d 
by the autbor in a Grotto. 

z Wipkingen is a small village on the Limmat, about half a league from 
Zurich. A little beyond the village a magnificent view is obtained of the 
beri,utiful environs of Zurich. 
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appearing to be a fop, which is sufficiently difficult with us. 
The other is Schneeberger, the noble son of a councillor who is 
a man of property. He is a young man with far less vivacity 
and knowledge than Orell, rather proud and cold, but a man of 
wit and deep thought, speaking well if little. They could not 
have chosen better; the coldness of the one prevents the other 
going too far, and the vivacity of Orell is somewhat comnmni­
cated to Schneeberger when he has need of it. Schneeberger 
takes as much pleasure in the society of ladies as Orell, but 
his conversation is quieter and mo1~e agreeable ; one will shine 
at a ball, and the other on the public promenade or at the 
toilette. 

' I would also wish them to become- acquainted with Mes­
sieurs Rosset, Pavilliard, and V esson, 1 ecclesiastics of rare merit, 
who will remind them from time to time that one is born for 
pleasures of a higher order than simple amusements .... 

'As for your professor, Madame, he is in excellent health, a 
candidate for good fortune in our order, and awaiting patiently 
the place which Providence has destined for him. For the rest 
he takes little trouble, and amuses himself by making acquaint­
ance with any one who pleases him. He studies at his con­
venience, Christian eloquence and morals being the principal 
points upon which he is engaged, together with the reading of 
the Scriptures, and a few well-chosen systems of theology and 
philosophy. Sometimes for a change I take pleasure in read­
ing some well-written history or poem in good taste; and thus 
my days glide quietly by, thank God, in a laughing and fl9urish­
ing country .... 

'I owe a reply to M. Rosset, who has had the goodness to 
execute a commission which I gave him; but I have been pre­
vented from doing so by His Excellency Leu,2 and I await 
his orders to write to him. . . . I was rat.her vexed with 
M. Simler's having sent this letter to His Excellency ; but the 
thing having been done, and His Excellency wishing to give 

• Vesson, or Besson, is mentioned in George Deyverdun's Diary. 
• .Te1m J o.aquas Leu, Swiss historian n.nd jttrisoonsttlL, bom n.t Zmleh 111 9, 

d.ied 1768 ; ohn.noellor of his .11 n.tive ci ty in 1729, ancl bw·gomast er 1769 ; author 
of DioUomuiVr €Mn4ral da la. Oonfddttration Holvdtiquc, in twenty voh,1mee, £re. 
queoLly quotecl by Gibbon in his I11.lroc1111,clicm d Z'Hi.stofra G~11t!irtil . t1 la. 
Dqntbliqu-0 des Sttisses under bbe tHlo or ' iotio11m1ire HisLoriiJUe do la Suisse.' 

J 
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opinion, we must await patiently his return from the Diet, and 
the happy moment of M. Simler's audience.' 1 

Professor Escher probably belonged to the same family as 
the celebrated Henri Escher (1626-1710) and Jean Gaspard 
Escher (1678-1762), both burgoruasters of Zurich. 

Count Cesar Gabriel de Ohoiseul, who became Duke de 
Praslin, November 2, 1762 (having previously replaced towards 
the end of 1758 his cousin, Count de Uhoisenl-Stainville in 

' the post of French ambassador at Vienna), wrote to Voltaire, 
July 27, 1759: 

'You are quite right, Sir, in thinking that the death of 
Socrates would be an amusement cttpable of softening the 
bitterness of a long and tedious journey. Whatever aversion I 
may have for this kind of life, I would travel continually with 
pleasure if I always had one of your works to read, and in 
default of new works I carry with me your old ones, which 
have always the merit of novelty and become more agreeable 
and more instructive the better one knows them. 'fhis is what 
hap~ened to me during my journey, which I abridged by re­
readmg, among others, a certain Ocinrl·icle, which is a charming 
work. Soci·ates only reached me here, but it has given me 
none th~ less pleasu_re. One finds in all you.r books a gaiety, a 
true philosophy which delights us, a charm which makes us 
displeased with the works of others, and this is the only 
reproach which can be made against you. I am infinitely 
touched, Sir, by this attention on your part; it is all the more 
precious to me because it is a proof of the justice which you 
render to my taste and to my heart, as well as to your friend­
ship. I pray you to preserve it and give me often like proofs 
of it, and to be persuaded of mine, as well as of the sentiments 
which bind me to you. Permit me to pre1mnt my compliments 
to Maclame Denis.' 2 

1 Ui;ipublishecl collections of Mme. Constantin Grenier, cliscoverecl by the 
author m La Grotte. 

2 Autograph letter in the author's unpublishecl collections. 
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CHAP'rER CXXII 

v oLTAIRE writes from Ferney to M. Tabareau, dirocteur-general 
des Postes at Lyons, :E'ebruary 3, 17G9 : . 

'I was not aware, Sir, that you had been so dangerously ill. 
Rest assured that one cannot know you without being tenderly 
interested in you. The winter begins to be hard. Take great 
care of yourself. Your health ought to be dear to all honest 

people. . . 
' It is laughable to celebrate the punficat10n and the pre-

sentation at the same time. France would be a very pre~ty 
(happy) country without the taxes and the pedants. With 
regard to the people, it will always be senseless and barbarous. 
Witness what happened to the canwille at Lyons. They are 
oxen which require a yoke, a goad, and h~y. I embra.ce you 
and M. Vasselier 1 with all my heart. Without compliments, 

if you please.-V.' 2 
• • • 

Writing to the same, March 24, 1771, Voltaire hegms with 
the following lines destined to be placed at the bottom of a por­
trait of the Empress of Russia executed at Lyons on the loom, 
by the care of the manufacturer, M. Lasalle: 

•Du Nil au Bosphore 
VOttoman £remit. 
Son peuple !'adore, 
La terre aplaudit [sic]. 

' This, Sir, is the shortest that I can do for your protegG, 
. 1 the shortest in such a case is always the least baJ. 

anu d Cl . 1 3 'There was a rumour here that 1\1. le Due e imseu was 
to arrive at Versailles to-day (Sunday). That would be charm-
ing, but it is hardly probable. . . . 

' How is your health, my dear Sir ? I hope it is better 
than mine. I embrace Monsieur V asselier very tem1erly.-V.' 

4 

1 Joae h Vas.~elier 1735- 1708, wl10 wna 1ir~t assist.ant 11it the Poet Office. at 
..-. ' • p17!l" aiood'Voltn.ire in disseminating h.ie works und in forwardmg uyona a• ~. . . 
bis l ette~s a.nd ma.nusonpt. · h f th' 

1 Q· · · n.l letter iu the o.11tho1·1a _possession. 1.rhe Sonontl Ilt\.rllf::l'lli],l 0 lS 

l " fr~R a difl~rent coruruenoomenL in .Avouel (tome ix. p. 271). o •• er o ., . .11 ' Duke de Choiseul-Stamv1 e. . . 
< Original letter in the author's unpublished collect1ons. 

VAUD, BERNE, AND SAVOY 255 

In 1772 and 1773 Voltaire plunged with his usual ardour 
into the law-suit between the Count de Morangies 1 and the 
Verrons, defenJ.ing the former in every possible mn,nner. His 
letters at this moment to M. Marin 2 relate almost exclusively 
to this affair. He writes from Ferney, March 1, 1778: 

' It is at my twenty-third attack of fever that I make up 
this packet. See that after my death M. l'Avocat Lacroix 
learns to be more honest. I shall believe till my last moments 
that M. de Morangies is innocent and imprudent. Linguet is 
all at sea. I rely upon you to have my reply printed; surely 
nothing cn.n prevent it. 

'I embrace you, dead or alive. I recommend to your good 
offices the accompanying packets. I pray you also to have the 
kindness to send a copy to M. Elie de Beaumont.' 3 

Again, March 21, 1774: 
' We live, my dear Friend, in the century of ridicule and 

impertinence. Let him escape who can. Yolll' letter informs 
me of matters of which I was unaware. Nothing was wanting 
to the absurdities and to the scandalous proceedings with which 
one is inundated, but the insolence of a petition of the Verrons 
for the repeal of the judgment. I have a letter of credit on a 
Veron at Paris, but I flatter myself that he is not related to the 
old woman of the hundred thousand ikus. 

'I hear that a white bull has escaped in Paris and strikes 
with its horns for an ecn. Could you not induce M. de Sartine 
to order that this bull shall not be allowed out of its stable ? I 
have entirely lost sight of it for more than a year. I am much 
afflicted that it is allowed to run about thus. There are too 
many people who would like to eat my bull and me . 

' My strangury has come on again. I shall be very sorry to 

' 
1 Lieutenant-General Count de Morangies played the strangest r6le in this 

allair,' saye M. De1111oircstel'l'es1 
1 among u~urora u.t1ll pa,wn~roke rs. He accused 

them of l'Obbing 11im, whllo they lrn.d indllcecl b.im to 8ig11 bills to the amount 
of 350,000 Uv1·es, which he rclused to plly na they fell due. Voltaire espoused 
his oo.use from persono.l motives, having been nGquninted wit h the family for 
mu.11y yoilrs.' 

2 Fran9ois Louis Claude Marini, or llfarin, French author, 1721-1809, was 
clireotor of the Gazette de llran.ce in 1771, royn,l censor, secretaire-general de 
lo. Libru.irie, n.nd lieutena.nt·geneml of the Admirnlty. 

• rigimtl Jotter in the author1s unpublished collections. i also possess the 
01'.iginn.1.ti ol t be lettru:s of Angust 10, 1772, and August !l, 177'3, to Ma,rin, pub­
lisbecl in Avenel, who cloes not give the name of the recipient of the latter. 
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leave the country of bulls, monkeys, cats and rats, wi!;hout 
having had the consolation of spenJing a few days wit~1 you. 
Will you have the kindness to forward the enclosed ?-V. 

Again, October 14, 17 7 5 : 
'Your letter of October 1, received on the 12th, my dear 

Friend informs me of the irreparable loss which you have sus­
tained.' I share your grief; it increases those ';'hich na~ure 
causes me to suffer in my decrepitude. My heart is as sensible 

as my body is feeble and languishing. 
'I shall have difficulty iu sending you what ~ou have b~en 

good enough to ask for. I have received o~ly a si~gl~ collect10n 
of these CO(jnilles about which you are CUr

0

10US. rhis ~mfortu­
nate heap of useless things was arranged w~thout my ?erng con­
sulted. They have placed together foreign caterpillars and 
snails from the neighbourhood. It is the most badly made an.d 
the most badly arranged cabinet that it is possible .to ~ee .. 'rh~s 
is how they treat a poor old invalid wh~ pas~es his l~fe m his 
bed . they sell his furniture without tellmg hnn anythmg about 
it a~d strangers slip their rubbish into his inventory. 

' ' If on your re!;urn you had been able to pass by these 
deserts, which I have rendered slightly inhabitable, you would 

have consoled me. 
'I have been told that when you left the banks of the Spree 

you were laden with presents. You would give me pleasure by 
kindly entering into a few details with regard to the a~reeable 
features of your journey. You know how much I mterest 
myself in everything that concerns y?u. ~t has been n~y good 
fortune to have my feeble talents umted with yours durmg my 

life. 
'I embrace you with all the sentiments which I shall retain 

to the tomb.-V.' 
The following unpublished letter of Voltaire, in my posses-

sion, written entirely in his own lmn<l , bears neither the name 

0 [' the recipient nor the date: 
' I have received, Sir, everything that you have clone me the 

honour to send me. A1-.tentions of this nature are very precious ; 
it woulc1 be desirable that persons in authority think as you do. 

1 'fhis and the following are from the original letters in the author's un­

pn blished collections. 
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'!'he honourable labour you take is a reproach whieh you 
address to them; they ought to blush at having less zeal than 
yon have. 

'B11t permit me, Sir, to request you most earnestly not to 
do me the honour which you have in view for me. Time alone 
can ensure the reputation of literary works. l'lfy tragedies are 
of little account, and even if they had some slight merit theii· 
success can only be ensured after a very considerable tinrn. 
Bven the Ifenrirufo-the only work by which I am at all known 
among fornigncrs-is .hardly a poem with which France can 
identify itRelf in ort1tlr to place it by the side of 'l'asso and 
Milton. Posterity alone will rerrnlate the rank of each and 

• L' ) 

neither you nor I can foresee its j uc1gment. We must en-
deavour, Sir, to exclude from our temples those divinities whose 
reputation is not entirely perpetuated. A letter from a person 
named St. Hyacinthe, iwintecl in your book, rather desecrates 
the altar on which you ~ac1·ifice. It was flattering to see at 
Home one's bust in the Palatine Library, but the honour must 
be rare arn1 accort1ecl uniquely to merit to be in fact a reward. 
As for nm, Sir, I have never been ambitious of any literary 
position or honour; I <lesire only the honour of lovi11g the arts, 
of cultivating them for themselve8, ::m<l of being your friend. 

'M. Peirard, who iR Rtaying with me, sends you a thonsancl 
compliments. I lrnve the honour to be, Sir, with much grati­
tude, your very humble and obedient servant, 

'VOLTAIIlE.' 

Early in Pehruary, l7GS, Moulton writes from Geneva to 
Voltaire at J1'enrny, who was then deep in the Sirven matter: 

'I thank you a thousand times for tlie excellent news 
which you giv m . 701.1 have go.ined a new trium1Jh over 
fanatici&m; I do not despair of soon. s ing it in chn.ins at your 
fo t. M. le D11c d ...,hoiseul [ hoisenl-Sto.inville J is well 
capable of n;nc1ei·soonding the lessons which you give to Kings, 
oocl to put them in 1wacti.oe. It was righb tho. you should both 
be born in the srune ceni;u:ry , and ours had n e<.L of l;wo men who 
are so intrepid am1 80 enlightened. 

'I 11o not yet know whether the friPnr1 to wl10m I applietl 
at Mont.pellicr has found the \Jocnmrn1t for whi ch you ask, :uul 

VOL. H. 
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whether he has sent it to M. de Chardon.1 I shall know 
shortly. 

' I have read L' IIoinme cmx Qunrmite Emls, am1 L e Diner 
[<lu Comte J de Bmilwinvilliers. 2 It is impossible that .every 
eye should not be at last opened to the truth. If a few discon­
tented monks brought about a revolution in a century but little 
enlightened, what will you not do in ours? 

'Here, Sir, is the progress which Geneva has made. We 
are still well divided here. 'l'he Council sincerely wi;;hes for 
peace, but the citizens wish to imp~se terrible comlitions ; they 
are not satisfied with electing half the Two Hundred nnd t.he 
Little Council. They wish further to gmbelfo;· the Two II unclred 
every year. But when each citizen is the jmlge of his magis­
trates, it seems to me, Sir, that no one will wish to be a 
magistrate; the 1·ule of citizen will be preferable. In truth, I 
do not know how it will all finish, but the manner in which the 
conflict is being carried on proves that it expects nothing from 
the Guarantee Powers. 

' I ardently desire to have the honour of seeing you, am1 if 
my wife were not ill I would have been at Ferney to console 
myself for our sufferings at Geneva. I will go, Sir, at the 
first opportunity that I have free, in order to present to you my 
most profound respects. 

•]l,i[,'3 

Voltaire died May 30, 1778.4 

In the midst of the Bavarian war of succession, while at 
1 M. de Clrnrdon was charged to ex[Lrnine the case of Birven prior to laying 

it before the Council. In 17Ci2 Elizabeth Shven committed RUi cide in a tit of 
insnnity brought on by tho ill -t:renbment to wh iob she had been s11hjoctocl at 
tl1e conv nt where she hnd been pfo.eed by the Dishop ol On.a Lres. Her fa thor, 
l'ierro P.nul Sirv n a Brotoet1Ult born nt Onstrea in 170!!, wo.s nocnserl of 
murrlering b ar to prevent h r donvei:aion to Bomnn. Ontlloliois!ll. ~irv~n 
escaped over the mountains in clgorollJl wenther to f?w1tl!etfand with his ~vile 
n.nd ~wo remo.ining daughters. Berne a.nd Ge11cva. grante(l ~h ni ~ pe11s1on, 
wl1ile Volta.ire r c ived a.nd gavo them shelt r at "B'emey. In 1761. Hven and 
h is wife were condemned to the gibbet, a nd their ~wo dangJ;ttors to peqrntu~ 
exile and the oon.tlsOll.tion of t lleir property, t]le sentence bomg otll'ricd onl rn 
a'tngy ai Mnzamet, Sept; 11, 1764. Voliairo espous~~ t~eir cause, ~ntl after 
five years ot uniuterrnpted labour effected the reho.b1htnt1on of the S1rv0Jis. 

~ P ublishoa in 1767. 
' Autograph letter in the author's unpublisher1 collections . 
1 The lrLto i\Ir. ,Jamr-'1 Pf\rton pnhlishod a Life of VoUafril in two volumes, 

distinguislied by all the chann of style and (l()llijt.J;ucition peculiar to tlmt 
writer. He has availed himself of all printed sou.roes ri.n hu8 produced a 
liternry work which i;; an honour to A!nerica. 
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the Cam~ of Scl.rnzlar, Frederick the Great composed a Eulogy 
on Voltaire, which he read the same ytiar before the Royal 
Ac::i,clemy of Sciences and Belles-lM.trt:s of Berlin, of which he 
was President. I possess the original letter from :F'rederick 
to 1L cl'Argental, dated Silberbero·, February 27 1779 in 

1 · h tl r fi 1 b ' ' w uc . :e \.mg re ers to rnving sent a copy of this Eulogy t.o 
Voltaire s 'Angel,' and pays a further tribute to the departed 
philosopher : 

'Knowing the esteem M. de Voltaire had for you, and the 
a~tachment you had for him , I made it a pleasm·e to send you 
lus Eulogy. The circumstances in which I am placed did not 
permit me to make it as well m1 I should have liked or as his 
genius, which I shall alwn.ys regret, deserved. I would hn,ve 
done everythi.ng in the world to repair the loss of this great 
man ; but bemg unable to recall him to life, I thought it my 
du~y to render justice to his merit and to express the regrets 
wluch the loEs of this fine genius ha8 caused me. It is unfor­
t'.un~tely to this point that the Juty of contemporaries is 
hm1~ecl at the loss they experience of great men. I itm 

sensible of all that yon so kindly say of me, and I shall be 
delighted to have opportunities of proving to you the esteem in 
which I hold you, and the interest which I take in what con­
cerns you. Whereupon I pray God to have you in His holy 
and worthy keepillg. 

']'REDERICK.' I 

CHAPTER CXXIII 

Wno was Gibbon, and what WPre his antecedents? This will 
~ppear an absurd question to the critics; but as this book is 
mtended not only for them, but ahm for the multitude who at 
this busy period of the world's history sometimes retain the 
name of a celebrated man without remllinO' the details of his 
life, it may be useful to mention briefly the incidents precec1inrr 
his appearance in Switzerland. b 

;r'he ~ist;oria~ himself sa!s in his .Autobiography : 
A lively desire of knowmg and of recording our ancestors 

' Original autograph letter in the author's collections. 



260 HISTORIC STUDIES IN 

so generally prev[l,ils, tlrnt it must depend on the influence of 
some common principle. in the minds of men. vVe seem to have 
lived in the persons of our forefathers; it is the bbour and 
rewan1 of vanity to extend the term of this ideal longevity .... 
For my own part, could I draw my pedigree from a general, a 
statesman, or a celebratec1 author, I should Rtuc1y their lives with 
the diligence of filial love. . . . I may juc1ge, however, from the 
experience both of past [1nc1 of the present times, that the public 
are always curious to know the men who have left behinc1 them 
any image of their rninc18 ; the most scanty accounts of such 
men are compiled with diligence and perused with eagerness; 
anc1 the stuc1ent of every class may c1erive a lesson or an example 
from the lives most similar to his own.' 

Such an investigation in Gibbon's case is all the more 
necessary because his own sketch of his progenitors contains 
important errors. 

'l'i'Iy family,' he says, 'is originally derived from the county 
of Kent. 'l'he southern district, which borders on Strnsex and 
the sea, was formerly overspreacl with the great. forest A'tUleridn, 
ancl even now ret[l,ins t.he denomination of the TtVenlrl, or W ooc1-
land. In this district, and in the hundrecl and parish of 
Hnlvenc1en, the Gibbons were possessed of l::mc1s in the year 
one thousam1 three hundred ltnd twenty-six; arn1 the elder 
1rauch of the family, without m1H;h increase or Jiminutiou of 
property, still adheres to its native soil. . . . In the brginning 
of the seventrent.11 century, a younger branch of the Gibbons of 
lfolvenden migmtec1 from the country to the city, and from thil:l 
branch I clo not blush to dmicend .... .My family arms are the 
same which were 1ome by the Gibbons of Kent in an age when 
the College of Heralds rdigiously gnarc1ec1 the distinctions of 
blooL1 and name: a lion rampant ganlant, between three schallop­
shells argent, on a field azure .... The chief honour of my 
ancestry is ;rames :D'iens, Baron Say am1 Re:.ile, and Lord High 
Treasurer of England in the reign of Henry the Sixth; from 
whom by the Phelips, the vVhet.nalls, and the Cromers, I am 
lineally c1escenclecl in the eleYf'nth LlPgree.' 

He tells uH, moreover, tlrnt Hobert Gibbon, who married 
:Margm·et Phillips, and throllgh whom be decluces his descent 
from :Lord Saye and Sele, was his lineal ancestor in the fifth 
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degree; that Robert's son Robert left two sons, of whom the 
elder, Matthew, was his (the historian's) great-grandfather, while 
the younger, John, was born 1G29, educated at Jesus College, 
Cambridge, acquired a knowledge of foreign languages as a 
soldier and traveller, and in 165!) resided for a year in Virginia. 

Unfortunately, Gibbon, who was greatly interested in his 
family history, had not completed his inquiries when writing the 
above account ; and indeed he died not long afterwards, before 
he could consult bis distant connection, Sir Egerton Brydges, 
aml obtain a more correct statement of his descent. 

Sir Egerton points out that Gibbon was not descended from 
Robert Gibbon of Rolvend.en, Kent., who died in 1G18, am1 who 
married Margaret, daughter of Ec1 wa.rc1 Phillips cle la Weld in 
'l'enterclen, and. of Rose his wife, daughter of George Whitnell, 
of East Peckham, Esq.; and consequently Lorcl Saye ::md Sele 
was not his ancestor. 

Again, John Gibbon, Dluernantle, mentioned by the Historian 
as being the brother of his great-gr.'.1.nc1father nfat.thew, w:.is the 
son of the above Robert Gibbon of Rolvenden. The saicl John, 
educated. at CambriLlge, am1 who resicled in Virginia in 16G9, 
thus belonged to the elder line. 

Gibbon himself, continues Sir Egerton, was the descimc1ant 
of a younger branch of the above family, one of whose members, 
'l'homas Gibbon, Esq., purchased from Lord Borough, in the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth, the manor of vVest Cliffe, about three 
miles north-east from Dover, on the road. to Deal. Thomas 
Gibbon died, and was buried in the church there, January 15, 
159G, leaving two sons, Philip and Matthew. 'rhe elder, Philip, 
married in l 58G at West Cliffe, died at his house, Christ­
church, Canterbury, in 1629, ancl was buried at West Cliffe. 
His eldest. son, Thomas, born in lMlO, married thrice. His 
three sons by his first wife, Thomas, Richard, n.nd George, left 
no male descendant$; his second wife, Alice 'l'aylor, half-sister 
of Jane, daughter of Cheney Selherst, of 'l'enterclen, Er-;q., was 
the mother of Edward Gibbon, who married a daughter of Sir 
John Roberts, and left a daughter, Jane Gibbon, who married 
in 1704, John Brydges, Esq., of Gray's Inn, barrister-at-law, 
and became the grandmother of Sir Egerton Bryclges. 1 

1 The Gentleman's 111Ia.u1izine, vols. lviii. lix. !xvi. lx.vii. 
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In passing I may say, concerning Sir Egerton's statement 
that Thomas Gib_bon purchased the manor of West Cliffe from 
Lord Borough, that original deeds and a lease in my possession 
prove that the purchaser of what was called West Cliffe manor 
was Philip Gibbon, yeoman, and not Thomas Gibbon, his father. 
'l'he former bought the manor from William Fenwicke, of Stan­
ton, co. Northumberland, Esq., 28 March 7 James I. 'l'he 
lease, however, shows that a moiety of the manor of West Cliffe 
was in the possession of Sir William Sedley, of Aylesforde, co. 
Kent, Knight, from whom it passed for a term of years to Philip 
Gibbon, 12 July 8 James I. 

Edward Gibbon, whose first wife was Miss Roberts, married 
a second time a daughter of his cousin Richard. She survived 
him, and married Philip Yorke, by whom she had Lord Chan­
cellor Hardwicke, born at Dover in 1690. 

Edward's second brother, William, died in childhood; while 
Matthew, the third brother, who settled in London as a linen­
draper, was the great-grandfather of the historian, and died in 
1709. 

From this point the historian's account is measurably correct, 
although he erroneously calls John Gibbon, Dluemnntle Herald, 
uncle of his grandfather, Edward Gibbon. The latter Edward, 
born in 166G, the son of Mr1ttbew the draper, had a Lrother 
named Thomas, Dean of CarliRle, and a sister. This Edward, a 
man of great enterprise, was employed to clothe King William's 
troops in Flanders, his affairs at home beillg left to his active 
mother, Hester. This lady's second maniage with an Acton 
(a widower), and her son Edward Gibbon's marri~ge and bis 
sister's marriage into the same family united the historian 'Ly 
a triple alliance' with the Shropshire baronets of that name. 

Mr. Gibbon's grandfather, Edward GiblJon, held the office of 
Commissioner of the Customs in the Tory administration in tlrn 
last four years of the reign of Queen Anne (1710-1714). Here 
he displayed a knowledge of finance and commerce which won 
the admiration of Bolingbroke. In 171G he was made a director 
of the South Sea Company, from whose wreck there was saved 
only ten of the sixty thousand pounds he had previously 
po~sessed, yet in sixteen years he had quite relmilt his fortunes, 
and acquired estates in Sussex, Hampshire, Buckinghamshire, 
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and Surrey. He died at his residence in Putney in 1736, at the 
age of seventy, leaving his money chiefly to his two daughters. 
Of these, Catherine became the wife of Edward Elliston, and 
Hester remained a spinster-also a disciple of the mystical 
William Law. The only son (Edward, father of the historian) 
did not share so largely as his two sisters in his father's beq a ests, 
because his marriage had not met with the paternal approval. 
He was born in 1707, and died at his manor of Buriton, near 
Petersfield, Rants, November 10, 1770, in his sixty-fourth year. 
He married twice. His first wife (to whom he was united 
June 3, 1736) we shall immediately refer to. His second wife 
was Miss Dorothy Patton, who, as the stepmother of the 
historian, became a faithful and loving parent. 

His only son, Edward Gibbon, the historian, was born at 
the family mansion in Putney, April 27, 1737 (O.S.).1 The 
announcement in the ' Gentleman's Magazine ' under that date 
was as follows:-' The lady of Edward Gibbon, Esq., Member 
for Petersfield, of a son.' 

His mother, Judith Porten, was the daughter of Mr. James 
Porten, a merchant of London, residing at Putney, in whose 
hrmse Gibbon says he passed the few happy hours of his child­
hood. His mother's only brother was Sir Stanier Porten. One 
of her sisters married Mr. Darrell, of Richmond, who left two 
sons, Edward and Robert, the former of whom eventually became 
one of Gibbon's executors.2 The other sister, Catherine, being 
unmarried, devoted herself to the little child, whose mother was 
absolutely absorbed, as Gibbon remarks, 'by her frequent preg­
nancies, by an exclusive passion for her husband, and by the 
dissipation of the world, in which his taste and authority obliged 
her to mingle.' 

1 Gibbon's father lived in a house at Putney, no longer existing, which the 
historian says was acquired by his patemal grandfather. Lord Sheffield adds 
that it was afterwards inhabited by Richard Wood, M.P., the famous traveller 
and n,uthor of the splenclicl folio, Riiins o.f Pcilmyrn, 1753, and the correspond­
ing volume, Rnins of Daa.lbcc, fol. 1757. '.l'he author of the present work 
possesses an n,clmirable coloured copy (prepared for him in 1880 by the well. 
known engnwer, James A. Burt) of n,n interesting map in the British Museum, 
entitled, 'Survey of the Honse, Gardens, and Grounds, at Putney, belonging to 
I~dwn,rcl Gibbon, Esq. Snrveyecl and drawn by I. Rocque, 1744.' '.l'he circum. 
ference of the entire property is one mile and three-quarters. Its frontage of 
more than a quarter of a mile is on the Wandsworth Boacl, cornering on Putney 
Lane, which forms its north-western boundary. 

z The other executors were Lord Shellielcl ancl Mr. John Thom[IB Batt. Mr. 
Datt declined, and Lord Shelliold and Mr. Edward Darroll ll.cted. 
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His childhood and early youth were filled with sad illnesses. 
In an interval of health, in J anuary 17 46, he was sent to 
Dr. WoodJeson's school at Kingston-upon-Thames. H ere, 
however he was frequent.ly prostrated by sickness, and was 
finally r~called on the occasion of his mother's death, in Decem­
ber 17 47. His father was so overwhelmed by the loss that 
Gibbon was entirely given up t o the care of his aunt, who 
nursed him with affection, and carried him constantly to the 
house of his maternal grandfather, near Putney Bridge and 
churchyard. But a year later, the failure of Mr. Porten deprived 
him of this delightful resort, the effects being sold and the house 
given up just before Christmas, 174,8. 

Gibbon considered this year (1748), when he w::ts eleven, as 
the turnin g-point in hi s intellectual character. During these 
t welve months he reD,d much English poetry, romance, history, 

am1 travels. 
What remained of Mr. Porten's fortune scarcely more than 

sufllced to mn,intain him , and his daughter, induced hy her 
affection for her n E:>phew, set up a boarding-house for W estrnin­
ster School. rl'hither GiLbon accompanied her in J'anuary 174!.l 
(N.S.), and passed two years at the school, of which Dr. ,John 
Nicoll was bem1-rnaster. H e was then compell ed by hm1 healt,h 
to retire to his father's resil1ence at Dnriton and Putney. 1 

At the n,ge of fifteen, strange to say, his various disorclers 
disappeared, and he enjoyed the mearmre 9f vitn.1ity which was 
his thenceforth. He was now (January 1752) placed at Esher, 
in Surrey, under the Rev. Philip Francis, the kanslator of 
IT or::we, son of the Dean of Lis more, and brotlwr of Richard 
F rancis, an eminent lawyer, author of' Maxims of Equity,' anrl 
of 'l'ench Francis, Attorney-General of P ennsylvania (1 Hl-
1755), frnm iler of the distinguished American fa111ily of Francis. 
:M:r. Philip Jl'rancis was the father of E;ir Philip Francis, long 
the reputed author of the Junius Lette.rs. 2 

'l'hree months later Gibbon's father, finding that his son 

1 Dr. Vincent, in his letters of July 20 and 22, 17\!3, to Gibbo;i, in answer t.o 
the historian's im1uiries, informs the latter th at from Dr. Nicol~' s book it 
n.ppe::Ll'B he was cnierecl at Westminster School in the s~cond form m J?nnu'.y, 
1748 (O.S.), his age being noticed as nine yeurs. As Gibbon was born m 17l:l7 
(O.S.) , he wa.s then nearer eleven. 

" See Mr. Fraser Hae's leLters in the Lomlon Alhcnamm, Nos. 35'.lO, 3523. 
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was not malcing so.tisfnctory progress because of his preoeptor•s 
fr queut absences, took Mm to Oxford, \Vhere he was matri­
culated as a g ntlem:m-commouer of Magdalen College, April 4, 
1752.1 

His love of indisOL·iminate reading, indulged during his 
long illi1esses, now gave way to devoted rdsl;oric studies, proving 
the ben t of hiB mind. His fh·st inbrodoction to the theme of 
which he becam th master m1s, how ver, in the summer of 
1751, b fol'e he went to xford; when he accompanied his 
fa!.h r to t he residence of ll:u: . .Hocu· in Wiltshire, and found in 
t1le library the ' 1ontint10,hion of i chard's Roman ffistory.' Tl1e 
story of his historic · xperieuoes n.t this time is chn.rmingly told 
in his ' !!:em irs.' 

At the Universit,y Gibbon occupied an a1 a1'i:meut which he 
de CJ·ib s as ' tb1· e el gant an<l w 11-fm:n ished rooms in then w 
buildiug, a stately pile, of Maigc1ul u Coll ·ge.' My at;tempts 
many years a.go to id ti,tify t h se rooms proved 1msuccessful. 
Jn the cours r my in estiga.Lions I received fl'Om La.dy 
Wil liams W nn a oommlmiaation cla.teu November 18, 1881, 
from the late Dr. Blo ·n.m , for many y ars lib:r1nian and bursar 

f MagCli~l u 1 to anon R. Trevor Owen, F.S . ..A.., gen eral s cre­
ta,py f th Cambrian Archreo1ogical Association, in r ply to a. 
quest;ion which the lntt r htt.d asked in my behalf . 

'There is no trn.dHion at Mn,gda1en Ooll ge, said Dr. 
Bl~, 11111, ' n.s to th exact set of rooms in the New Buildings 
wh10h were occupied by ibbou; but il1 Denn Milmo.n s last 
di.t.i.011 f "Gibuon's Antouiogmphy" th re a.re a. f' w notes 

r ·spedting J1im at Magdal n1 given by Dr. Routh. ome of 
t11e anecil.otes I hs.v h al'd th latt i· mention , but I do not 
find n. r cord that 1ibbon d1·essed in black, and \Vas always late 
at dinner. ~ I have before me Dean l)filman's letter to Dr. 
Rout h r questing information respecting i.bbon,3 After Lord 
1 'heffi lcl hall published his books, he o:fler d a copy t o the Pr -
aic1ent and F llows for th ir Libro.ry , which they refused, though 

' Gibbon sn.ys, April 3. ll1ntry in Foster 's Altmtt1i O:r011Wi1scs : 'Gibbon 
E(lw11rcl, s. Edwn.rd, of Betiton, Ha.1l~s, tmniger, l\Iogclo.len College, m11tr io~ 
(subs . . 4 Aptll) 17G2, n.gcd H.' The a.uf.hor baa oonstanUy ha.d oooa.sion to 
11.pprM111.te t.ho va.l ue of l'IJJ:. Ii'ostor'a loorn cl recotd of Orlotd gr11dn11tes. 

1 'fh111 seems in curl.ons oontmst Lo his rigid llllnotuo.lity Ju.tor in life. 
• r. Uouth was pi:esidcnt of Mo.g<lalon College from 1791 to 1855, Md was 

nearly 011e baudrod years old when he died. 
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they afterwards purchased them; for they were justly irate 
against him (Gibbon) for his attack upon the College. How­
ever, after they were aware of this attack, one of the Fellows 
met Gibbon in Oxford, and good-humouredly asked him to dine, 
saying " We will not burn you." Gibbon, however, declined, 
as he saiL1 he was obliged to be in London at a certain time.' 

My further researches led, in 1891, to a correspondence with 
Mr. Thomas Herbert Warren, President of Magdalen, at whose 
suggestion a college meeting was held and the books investi­
gated, but without result. It is a misfortmie that Gibbon's 
rooms cannot be identified ; and this fact suggests the advantage 
of placing the name, with an appropriate inscription, above the 
door of each suite known to have been occupied by an eminent 
character-for instance, over that so long the abode of Charles 
Reade. 

Gihbon says: 'I spent fourteen months at Magdalen 
College ; they proved the fourteen months the mm;t idle and 
unprofitable of my whole lifo.' It seems prohable that Gibbon, 
in this juc1gment of Magdalen, was unconsciously infiuencec1 by 
personal pique, from the fact that he was unable to return to 
its walls; and also perhaps by a certain desire to show that he 
did not owe his acquirements and learning to that great institu­
tion, but to his own efforts-although he acknowledged that 
Lltusanne was his intellectual pltrent. Certainly, if he were 
alive to-day, and could examine the state of learning at Mag­
dalen, he would admit that t11is great foundation is capable of 
developing the highest order of intellect. 

That Gibbon was not always rapid in the acquirement of 
knowledge is proved by the statement of John Byrom (1691-
l 7G3), a graduate of the University of' Cambridge, who 
invented and patented the Universal English Shorthnnd. Among 
his pupils were Horace Walpole and Gibbon, and Byrom com­
plains in his journal that ' Gibbon is so slow.' 1 

1 Henry Pitman, in the Plwnct-ic Journal, November 23, 1878. 
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CHAP'l'ER CXXIV 

~ROM his c~ildhood Gihbo~ had been fond of religious di"pufo­
twns. At su:teen, to us his · pressiou, he ' bevlldei:ed himself 
in the ecrors of the hurch of Rome;' and on June 8 1758 be 
was admitted into tJmt communion. This so maged bis fotlier, 
who could not und rsfatnd his son giving op tJ1e Esliablished 

bu1•cb, that hs divu lged the !l· cret, a11d, a,s Gibbon informs us, 
' the ga1;es of :Magdalen OoDege were for ever shut against my 
ratUTn.' 1 

His father now took him to Putney, to his friend Mr. 
Mallet, 'whose d istical if not atheistioal, vfo·wa ~id mox·e hal'ln 
tl1ru:1 good.' After ~uch debate it was de~rmined from the 
advice &nd personttl exp rience of M:r. 'Eliot, afterwaTcls Lord 
Eliot, to .fix him.' during some years at Lausanne. 

~t is not lmown when the Gibhon~]llliot friendship began, 
but m 1758, M:r. Qlbuon, seuim', strongly advised Ml'. Eliot to 
ma.rry a young lady in whom he was interested Miss Oatherine 
Ellisto1 (a cousin of ur histori®), who be~ame Mrs. Eliot 
• eptember 25 1756. Th.e a.clviee a,s to sending Edward to 
Laus~nne was giv~n. in the same year aa the suggestion of 
mo.i-r1~ge, so th.e mtLmacy must ht.nre been very close. Mr. 
Eliot hnd remainec1 some ·time o,t Lausanne unde1• the gu idance 
of the Rev. 'W_ alt 1: H:u·te, .tlie historian of' Gustavas Adolpln'Ls' 
- a l)ook wfoch, it is said, even Macaulay could not read 
rhilip Stunhopa, to wl1om Lorc1 Oheste1·fi ld s Lett rs w~r~ 
adtL· ssed, accompanied them, being at that time 0iboub 
fifteen.2 

.' Tlrn1:e elcists, l1?wt.wer, ln the Bodlei1111 Librll.l:'y, 11n anpu~liahad manu. 
sor1pt l etter, ~ommun1 cateil to m e by Mr. George Parko1-, from Dr. J. B .13loxam 
to Ge,nerrol l1g11;ud, clcltecl Donll!ng 1 rinry, Mn.rcb 26, 1876, in whfoh Dr. Bloxllm 
takea _a~otbe~ vi_ew ?I tho.mat t~1 · : •I have boon r~ding over again 11ttentivaly 
JtnrlliH~ s Vwi&icabien with Gibbon's aLTtt1biogra.phy. M;y impl'ession is thnt 
Glbbo~ wtts . not on.ly i1ot formn.Uy ,ex.pe.lled from oollogo on l\Coomt of his 
'bor:?tlllng a Romu,nist, but that the eoll!)ge wa.s entfrely ignora11t of lhat lnot 
u~1til n.fl1er ho h~cl eeus_ed to \Jo n member of the Ohuroh of Rome. Far, tboagb 
his nnme !IS r~denl; disat~P~Med iron~ the B~1ttary books on July 4, 1758, abou• 
a mouth llJte\ Wu aonvermon, yet h is c1mtion mo11ey was not re.burned until 
1'1615. An 11coo.uat of hls saoond tutoi: (whoso nrune is ornltted both py Gibbon 
aml ~uriHss, bul, WI.LI! t,olcl to me by the Jato president) is giveu in ·the sheet .f 
do111le8 now at press.' 0 

. ~ Letter of the Earl of St. Gorm!1ns to the 11uthor, from his seat Port 
Ehot, Ja,nua,ry 4, 1880. Lord Carnarvon, in llis eclition of Lonl Ghcslcrflcld's 



268 HISTORIC STUDIES IN 

Young Stanhope was a natural son of Lord Chesterfield, by 
a French lady, Madame de Bouchet, whom he met in Holland 
while British Ambassador there. Lord Chesterfield was tenderly 
attached to this son and writes to him in all sincerity : ' From 
the first day of your life the dearest object of mine has been to 
make you as perfect as the weakness of human nature will 
allow.' 

Philip Stanhope bore a reputation for manners the reverse 
of Chesterfieldian; and the Duchess of Cleveland tells me a story 
related by her father (the fourth Earl Stanhope) concerning him. 
One clay at dinner, he was eating Ryllabub so greedily that his 
face was covered with the whipped cream, and Lord Chesterfield, 
turning to the servant behind his chair, said gravely, 'Bring a 
basin and towel; do you not see that your master wishes to 
shave?' 

Nevertheless Philip Stanhope became a learned and skilful 
diplomntist, for which profession his father especially educated 
him. H e died while Ambassn,dor Extraordinary to the Court of 
Dresden, in l 7G8, when scarcely thirty-six years of age. 

In the course of this correspondence Lord Chesterfield 
remarks : 'I have often said, and do think, that a Frenchman 
who with a fund of virtue, learning, and good sense, has the 
manners and good-breeding of his country, is the perfection of 
hnman nature.' 

In connection with these references to Lord Chesterfield's 
son, it is interesting to remember that Deyverdun became after­
wards the governor of Lord Chesterfield's heir, successor, and 
kinsman, another Philip Stanhope; and that Gibbon, writing to 
1fr. Holroyd from Port Eliot, September 10, 1773, said: 'I 
forgot to tell you that I have declined the publication of Lord 
Chesterfield's Letters. The public will see them, and upon the 
whole, I think, with pleasure; but the family were strongly 
bent against it; and, especially on Deyverclun's account, I 
deem it more prudent to avoid making them my personal 
enemies.' 

Letters to his Godson, which should not be confounded with those to his son, 
so,ys; 'It is right to remember tho.t, o.t the end of the eighteenth century, boys 
often went to school o.nd coll rge , n.rn1 were introdncec1 to the world eo.rlier than 
is now the custom.' The same was truo in a greater me11sure of the middle of 
that century. 
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To ret11rn to Mr. JDliob (Gibbo ' . 
parliamentary godllothe1·) h . n s cousm by marriage an cl 

' , · e I presented c 11 · p for many years and w b . J ornwa rn arliament 
18 . , . as m·1et1 on tilie same d his . fi 

04. His mother T:fo,rriot was d h ay as w1 ' in 
.Tames · p ' ' a nag ter of the Right Hon 

. iaggs, ostmas !ier~Genern.l. Edward ])J' . · 
mnrx1ed, fil'st, Susan daughter of S' W C 10t, h1s uncle, 
1- ri. • • ' ir · oryton by wb l tu:u no issue i and s oondly El', b t l . ' om ie 
tll6 aforesaid Uig ht H 'J 

1"'°' eOz· 1
' SISter and co-heiress of 

. on. am s •aggs Sh d h 
Slsters left a oonsiderab1 po.rt f tb . . • e an er two 
Lord Eliot who was be 1 o b eu· f~rtune to Edward, first 

' r nep iew v marrraO' d 
also. He took the na.me of Cra " 'oe, an .great-nephew 
the peerage signed OraO'gs-FJli!gs, :a ~~er lus elevation to 
andrimp!'o~ecl tJte ?la.ce inc lllMy I' ~peot e.1 a ed to Port Eliot, 

11le E liot family is of ver· . 
Cornwall. 0 f . . ! anc:eut descent in Devon and 

ne o its most ilhsti·1ous in b 
Eliot, the great statesman and ' t . t em ers was Sir John pa no . 

Thru:e seem to be no Porten re r . 
Lord .Acton is a i•elative f G'bbp esentatives now existing. 
Th 0 l on as lS al s· vr· . 

roclcmorto11 throagh the Actons. ' so ir ' ilham 

Edward Eliot was a p.111-bearer s· 
funeral, and told Dr J 1 f Dat Ir Joshua Reynolds' 

· o rnson o efoe's · . 
Colonel Carlton ' wibh wh1' h tl D rnrngmary ' Life of 
· ' c · ie actor was h d 
mg he did not think a young lord could h c ar~ e ' remark-
he did not know-alludi1JO" to tl ave told him of a book 
holder thereof. In his r o die pee1;~ge, not to the age of the 

1 . . :ioung ays, Ehr 0 Ha b , w· . 
anc likewise Lord Chesterfield hi hl r : . n . my ilhams, 
Lausanne may not have b . : b gd y p a1sed his manners, so 

'l'h een so a as he says 2 

e following extracts are from m bl . . 
by Edward Eliot fr L ipu ,l$h d letters add r sed 
., ' mm an.<;:anne to his ti th Ri 

Esq., which were in A, pacJ:::et of: b a er, aha.1·<l 'Eliot 
letters written by him dtu'ing 11is to:

1
• : . twenty (unpublished) 

ongh Ro1Jnnd Pl'llssia 
' IIe lmil three aoua tho elde~t of h ' ' 

clying before his f11thor,' lalb II da , ht '~ om _mat·~ i.ocl Lacly Hll.n'iot Pit£ a i 
sucoceded to the title d . ~Et 01 • BUI fih1rd soa Will ' ' nc' 
StMf d , • n,n • murrymg t he fourth d 1, • in.in, evenluuUy 

or ( WBS •he !atlier of Luo 1141rd Earl n U .11ug:i tor of the firs t MarqlJjs o! 
mo,uy .lrlgh oHlaes, ani.oug tbom that • . < i;ttngU.LShed stnte.em110 who held 
ospouamg the thircl dfl.ugllter lllld h .of Lotd·l.Jioutennnt o! lrclimd . d 

:.~~itL~~~~e~~:·ri~11~ dnc~I~~r a~do?~-b~~!:a o1r ~100 s::,oi~~ ~~k~n~f of Oo~-
(a repr.eacutaLi.ve or tli: ibbo11:~\~h~t , filth ~lid preacnt Earl Of St. G~~::il oni 
muoh uiteres£1ng inforwntiou. e erorile line), k1 whom I tlm iltdeb~edln~ 

• Letter of tua Earl oI St. Germans to the author. Ot 
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and Switzerland, 1714-17,1 and which give an interesting view 
of Lausanne society a short time before Gibbon's arrival there. 

L ausanne, December 9, 17 46. 

' You have divined our sentiment s pretty justly concerning 
Lausanne ; that we are not dotingly fond of it is true enough. 
Yet we have not found the least fault with the Ladies (I have 
not at least) who join with the Gent lemen in making the place 
as agreeable as it can be made, which is the character I shall 
ever give of the inhabitants of :Lausanne. 

' The Dancing Master here is a wretched one. The Riding 
Master not much better. Besides, as a good many Germans 
learn of him I should be obliged to be at the Riding School 
two or three '110urs every morning, which would hinder me from 
going on with any thing else here, wher~ the people dine. so 
early. I really think, therefore, my learnrng to dance or ncle 
would be loss of time and money, especially as my bacl bows are 
not greatly taken notice of here. . 

'I am resolved while I stay here to go through the cluef 
part of the difficult dry studief:l tha,t are to be learnt best abroacl, 
since I cannot learn manners.' 

October 8. 

''rhere is a good deal of company in this pbce who are 
vastly civil to us and talk French perfectly well, but upon the 
whole this certainly is not the place in the world to learn 

1 The Earl of St. Germans has a similar number, unpublished, from 
Richard Eliot, in England, to his son Eclwo.rd; also ten lette.rs !rom .the Bev. 
Walter Harte between l 74ll o.nd 1752, from Lauso.nne and Le1ps1c ; six letters 
from Lorcl Chesterfield to Edward Eliot, 1740 t_o 1748; ~our letter~ from 
E ! ward Gibbon of Buriton, father of the historian, to his nephew-m-law, 
E~ward Eliot - two uated 1753, and the others 17G7; seven letters from 
Edwanl Gibbon to Edward Eliot-viz. l st , from London, l\fay 31, 1775, about 
the American Rebellion; 2nd, from Ilentinck Street, .June 20, 1779, defence or 
his parliamentary conduct ; 3nl, from Ilentinck Street, S.eptembor S, 1780, 
unless he gets a seo.t in Parliament (then abou~ to be dissolved) he can~ot 

main on the Board of Trade ; 4th, from Bentrnck Street , August 11, l 7d0, 
~e f nee of his parliamentary conduct ; 5th , from Ilentinck Street, F ebruary 34, 
1 ;8~ sencls vols. ii. and iii. of his Hi.story; <!th, from ~ausanne , October 27, 
1784'. commends Lord Eliot, comments on !us own retirement from J,?ndon 
and his quiet at Lo.usanne; 7th, from Sheffiel~ !'lace, :July 18, 1 yss, ~ fnend~y 
letter on leaving London, h acl not seen Lord I!.l10t dnnn~ a.year s ~es1c1ence m 
England. Of these letters Nos. 2 and 4 are partw~larly. m teresti.ng, because 
Gibbon's parliamentary career is barely tout:h eu. m Ins au t?b10flr.aphy.­
Rcports of the Iloyal Historical MS S. Commission, i. 41, 12, published m 1870. 
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politeness and to improve v~ry much in address behaviour &c 
'l'h ' ' . ey teach the .Jus Publicum here to P erfection. 

'We give for our Board and Lodgings each five guineas a 
month and find our breakfasts and wood. 

' T~e Dancing Master ~a~ 6 shillings a month, the Fencing 
Master the same. The Ridmg Master has 3 guineas the first 
month and two afterwards.' 

January 17, 1747. 
' I f you talli: poli t;(cs with any Foreigner that has the least 

p1·etension to lmowl dge, he tells you that it is the indisputable 
intereat of England to keep up the balance of power and distress 
F t·ance as much as possible in every manner that we can and at 
any r~te: Should such a one be told by any of t1s Engllsh that 
there IS m our country a set of Gmitlfflnon whose opinion is thn.t; 
we. should have nothing to do w-ith the Oontinent, with 11.ll fas 
politeness and command of hi'mself he would scarce refrain 
laughing in our faces and crying out : " Vous vans mor

1
uez <le 

moi, Monsieur."' 

February 7. 
' This place I do really think is not the proper st in the 

wor~d to form a young man that is p1\sf; a c01·f;ain nge, eihh :r as 
to. his person or behaviour. I arn persuaded thut !fr. Stanhop 
will not stay here a vast while. Roweve1·, it is a place that 
answers my present ends perfectly well.' 

F ebruary 20. 
'I hithel'to rnb on might.y well; my little German apothe­

cary and I n.gree to perfection, notwithstandinO' which I now 
and then wish. for a better m.aster. I often thi~1k what Boger 
w_o~Jd say of his Brother Doctor, could he peep in to see him 
g1vmg me a lesson of a wet or snowy day. First of all he has 
t~e clrul1 st face .in the world and is very h ttae. He is equipped 
~th an ol? po.IT of Jack Boots, a Jarge black solitaire, an 
llnm.ense tail to his wig which he ofteti sits upon, a prodigious 
mllff, made of Bear skin 'vith the bristles on, which covers his 
hands up lio his elbows !\nd hie body almost from his chin to his 
~ee_pan . Add t<i all this a long sword with a vast brazen 
lillt venerable for its r ust n.nd antiquity.' 1 

1 

Extracts enclosed in the prece<ling letter to the author from the Earl f St. Germana. o 
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. L six or seven years 
TI r ht glimpses at . ammnne, 

iese s 1g . 1 'th . some li.n"h!; upon the 
b f e C:'ibbon's first residence t iere, rnw. . t> d t" , l 

e or ~ d . c1° te thn.t it W O,S then a favounte e UC:1 10Il :1 
scene, an in i~a 1 f l as it lmu long been for 
resort for English peop e o mn c,. . . 

rres of distinction of other natwno,lities. . . 
personn.b d I d El' ot's finn.l fovoumble opnuon of the 

Mr., afterwar. s ._Jor .' l . Gibbon's father to send the 
place was embodied m lns advfic!fto Frey i of Bo,sle Gib11on left 
b there Under tlrn care o Jv r. ' ' . S 

oy J , J. 111 1753 and travelling viu Dover, Calms, t. 
Lonnon une "• ' · d th "Oth at . ' . . L o·. s and Besanr,on, n,rrive on e u 
Quentm, Renns, anbre d' 1. . 1 . t~ the lmnds of the Culvinist 
]_Jausanne, where he was e iveieL in 

Minister, Daniel Pavilliard. 

CHAPTER CXXV 

f n,n was thi.s rev01· nd g ·ntl umn, who was to 
Vif m..T mo.ru_;: r o _m rto.~t factor i:n ibl on's in.tell bun.l nnd 
b come suou an mtpo :i "th th r 

. . i£ llilld who must n t b onfoundeu w1 aix10 ., 
spmhuo.l l I t nT'ned Pnvilli.arcl ·whose Chrh11iian ne.me was 
Prote tant pa,s or ll<>= ' 

Joe p~:iel t>avillfard sprang fr m au ancient~ami~y of Advoyers, 
FI "b f whos aaught rs had mo.t·r1e11, m the :fifteenth 

of ·e1 urgD, one d "ncestor of 'ii bon's m st intinmt friend.2 
. ntmy a. eyv r un, <• ·u 1· l: '1Y . , b . 17 4 in the v n ro.bl v1 age o . ·1 ' 
Daill l was mn in ' • · f' . l 

L S Canton of V•md where there wn.s orrner y 
rish of :1 1 n,rrn,r. , ' ' · • ' · · f l · t. p[], 1- t He pos8esset1 the li r1wrr1co·is·w o n::i na ive 

a Roman sett cmen · · ' · · ' ·· · . 
d n' 0 ed the n,Jvant8.ges of a liberal et1ncat1on. . 

place, an e J y . ~ . . .. . t the time of his clen,t.b' smcl 
'rhe Jowoio,/, Ifolouf.i,11w, ::i. . . D t . f 

' . cl in 1798. but M. Vmllemmer, oc or o . 
tliat he wn,s oroame - ' I . 

~ . . n.nd J>rofessor of 111e University of ._Jnusanne, m a 
D1vm1ty . .1879 st::i.tes that M. Pavillian1, hn,ving fre<1nentec1 
letter to me m . 11' 11 1 with success the locture.R 
·l A 1 l lY of Ln,ns:1n11e arn in owel , 
tie cac er . 1 l - l er was conSl'Crate1l t.o !11e 
of l1elles-ld:trcs, plulosophy, .~nc t100 oby, . , . .. ·t-• .. f tlrnt 

. . 1799 Like many young n1uus em o . 
holy m1mstry m "' · 

t ornry 8iJhonP.tlo of l\rr. Frey. d b 
1 The autbor bas !1' con: omp, ' La. Grottc by the author and complete Y 
, M8. pe(ligree disoov red m ' 

him from 0 ~)1er or.igi1ml sow:ces. 
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time, he did not enter immediately into the service of the 
Church, but devoted himself to tea.ching. He wa.s first a.ttn,ched 
in the quality of governor to the young Count of Lippe­
Detmold, and to the Prince of Ni;,ssau-Weilburg, during their 
prolonged stay at Lausanne. 1 

It was uot until 1 '748 thn.b M. Pavilliard entered upon his 
career as a pasto1·. A.t tha.1; t irne he became s cond deacon or 
fourth pastor of Lausanne, l' pln.dng PD.Stor Dumaine, deceased; 
and in 17 54 attained to the rank of first d~con or third minister, 
which post he occupied until 1765. 

Tradition has not preserved any account of his qualities as a 
preacher. He wa.s remarked for his zen,l and talent in religiouR 
instruction of the young, and for the sweetness of his clrnra.cter. 
When a delicate matter was to be arranged hi;; colleagues con­
fided it to him. He also distinguished himself by the breadth 
of his Ohristia.nity and his tolerance towards the mystics then 
in Lausanne, on whom the Ruperior authorities looked with 
susp1010n. While devoutly discharging his pa.storal duties, he 
seems to have looked forwn:rd to an academical position. Already 
in 1747, when Mr. Eliob ancl fr. Stanhope left Lausanne, after 
th departure of his pupil, he ount of Lippe-Detmolc1, .M. Pavil .. 
liard sought and obtaiued the title of Honorary Professor of 
Civil History, and for some time acted as secretary and libraria.n of 
the Academy. In 1758 he was authorised to deliver gratuitously 
two public lectures each week on historical subjects. He bega.n 
his course by an inaugural address on the necessity and useful­
ness of history. These are interesting facts concerning Gibbon's 
preceptor. In 1751 and 1761 he waR an unsuccessful cam1idate 
for one of the two chairs of theology, but in 1765 he was appointed 

1 The young Fri:nce i1·avelled 110 l311ton de Roseuthnl, and whlle residing 
wit.h 111:. Pa.vlllio.td was present at a.n ent~ll'tainmont, June 23, J.7!17 given by 
'.l'ilelr ]Jxcelloncles at Berne, vnriously said to be in honour of young ~tan)lopo, 
of tbl! Count o! Lippe·Dotmold, or even of llhe Prince. A le~e1 · of next ili1y, 
from M. 13. llingel to ~ho grot1-t Prole.'lsor Ha.Um·, a~ GotLing 11 , 11;1y,;: 'I1ast even­
ing 1~ nmgniiloent bt~li was given l.Jy '.l'heir JJJxcallencies Lo Mylorcl Stanhope, a:t. 
the 'El(liel de Ville, where theco were more Lhaa tw1mty mirrors, o. h uuilrecl 
l11stre11, and 250 oondle.q.' In 11dJ.i~ion t thill lctLm· M. Chatlos cle H~e ig no1·, 
of J3erne sent me in 1860 m1111us01'.l1JL lotto~·s of M. Ohm·les Duval llu 
lo. l?oHrie (son-hi -law o! t.ba Bu1•g(u11n.ste1· ila 8eignoui>) 1 showing ~ha.t Lho 
Prince w.as a fow yea.rs la.tar lUlder his car<;i. Mme. Luc ie Olivi '" 11 fa <le 
Lrwroy, wrHes that; bho olii1teau o ihe de la PoLbvio [ )11111ily, Gibl>tm's Me1ldt1 
(already clescribed, hap. uXlV.), Wll;B ~hen ~he l'eBOrf. of ail Lhe l~l'ill loura.Lio 
sooiety oiLAus11nu . 

VOL. II. l' 
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by the Government Professor of Latin Eloquence anu .Ancient 
History. This made him ex-oJficio Principal of the colle?e. . 

He now quitted the active duties of a Pastor, ancl m Apnl 
1766 inaugurated his new office with a discourse on the parallel 
between private education and public education, and the means 
of correcting the defects of the latter. The same year he was 
elected President of the Academy, a dignity he retained three 
years. He died in February ] 77 G, aged seventy-one. 

M. Pavilliard, according to his pupils, was a distinguishell 
scholar, and had a wide knowledge of languages and of history. 
His attainments were sure and precise ; but his hand was not 
sufficiently firm, ancl discipline languished under bis direction. 
He unclerstoocl better how to gain the affection of his pupils 
than to acquire their respect. 1 

Professor Vuilleumier wrote to me, October 1, 1879: 
' Pavilliard was Pastor of the Banniere, or quarter of the 

Citi'i. It is therefore probable that he inhabited one of the two 
parsonages of the Cite, one of which was situated in the rear of 
the Cite ancl belongs to-day to a private individual ; the other, 
re,cently demolished, wns at the top of the Escalier des Granc1es 
Roches, by the side of the old llor;pital, now an Indmd rial School. 
M. Pavilliard could not be called a Pastor of the Cathedral, for 
the Pastors of Lausanne, although named each to a certain 
quarter for their pastoral functions-such as the care of the 
poor, visiting the sick, instruction in the catechism and inspec­
tion of Primary Schools-were not then, and never have been, 
attached to any particular church as preachers. Like all his 
colleagues, M. Pavilliard preached in his turn in the three 
different 1'emples of the town.' 

At the bottom of the rue St. Etienne is the site of the 
Pavilliarcl house, long an open space, now occupied by build­
ings. It looks out upon a small street in which, close by, m;ed 
to be the Porte f:\t. Etienne, where the Bailiff, and earli::w the 
Bishop, formerly took the oath. It is on a kinu of terrace next 

' Professor Vuilleumier to the author, October 0, 1879.-' M. Jules Piccard, 
Commissary-Genentl, Lam;anne, to the author, March 19, 1880, from rese[trches 
made in the [trchives of tho Synode de l'Eglise Nationale. M. Piccr,rcl alters a 
date of Professor Vuilleumier and says that it was not until June 12, 1749, that 
Pavilliard became Fourth Pastor, but the Professor has since pointed out to me 
facts proving that it was in 1748. 
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to the parsonage of the German Church. 'l'he ground is uneven, 
and commands a view of' the town anu the Place de la Palud. 
At one end I observed a dilapidated pavilion, which might have 
been a summer-house in Pavilliard's time. Hrom behind the 
gardens one could look across to the spire of St. Francis, and 
down into what was formerly a ravine with gardens. 1 

Professor Vuilleumier in a later letter (.M:arch 18, 1880) 
says: 

' I am now able to fix precisely the residence of' .M:. Pavil­
linrd, and consequently of Gibbon. Pavilliard was named First 
Deacon or 'l'hird Pastor in 17 G4. Now the cure of the First 
Deacon was that called "de la Cite dessous," that is to say, the 
one inhabited recently by Pastor,g Manuel ancl Fabre, which 
was demolished a few years ago to give more light and air to 
the Cantonal Hospital-to-L1ay the Cantonal Industrial School. 
I found this information relative to the different presbyteries 
in exammmg the other day a folio containing a copy of 
numerous acts and documents of the ancient Council of the 
11own.' 

The leamed M. Vuilleumier is undoubtedly correct in saying 
that Gibbon reRicled with M. Pavilliard in the house of the First 
Deacon in 17 M. 

Of this, M. Jules J>iccard, Commissary-General, made for 
me in 1880 two tracings-one from the map of 1723, the other 
from that of 1830-showing the position of the hom;e in which 
Gibbon livec1 during the greater part of his time with the Pavil­
liards, and which disappeared a few yp,ars since. If the window 
of Gibbon's room, says M. Piccard, was upon tlrn side marked A 
in the plan of 1723, it had a cold aspect, looking towards the 
north upon the Place St. Etienne, and extremely restricted 
owing to the fact of M. Pavilliard's house being at the bottom 
of a narrow court, formfld by the encroachment, on one side, of 
the house of M. de Loys de Marnand, and on the other, by the 
walls of the Arsenal. If bis window looked out upon the garuen 
of the parsonage towards the west (B), the view was not dis­
:i.greeahle, though limited. The same would apply to the rooms 
looking towards the east (C), except that they would be still 

1 The author visited the Chiltean and the Cit0 with ~T. Piccard, Commissary. 
General, Lausanne, November 22, 1881. 

'l' 2 



27() HISTOHIC STUDIES IN 

more agreeable; and if to the south, he woukl have a full v[ew 
of the city below, with the bke and the monntains of S:woy. 

Gibbon's second residence with M. Pavilliarcl was un­
doubtedly in the ancient parsonage, which stood next to the 
Industrial School, then the Cantonal Hospital, facing on the 
west side the houses still standing on the narrow passage called 
l' I~scalier des Grandes Hoches, on the other the narrow street 
la Mercerie. 

I agree·with M. Louis Garrard in the opinion he expressed 
to me in 1879, that M. Pavilliard., when Gibbon firs1·, nrrivetl at 
Lausanne (17 53), was living in the Cite; ancl that he dwelt in 
the old parsonage, rue de la Cite d.erric\re, opposite the rue 
de l'Acaclemie-since the property of M. Deglon, bookbinder, 
and now a police-station. This edifice has long vaulted cor­
rillors, and in the rear wide galleries, with pillars, commanding 
a view of the lake. The illustrntion reproduces exactly the 
latter features. 

In a letter to me, so late as December 27, 1804, Professor 
V uilleumier says : 

'The house in question, formerly the parsonage of one of 
the four pastors of the town who was specially charged with the 
quarter of the Cite, belongs to-day to the Commune of Lausanne 
represented by the municipality. This nmnsion is in the rne 
Cite derriere, and ben.rs the number 17. The i1olice-station of 
this quarter was estrLblished here a few years ago, and this has 
somewhat chn.nged the fa~n.de. rrhe front is turned towards the 
weRt and faces the .Academical buildings and the rue de 
l' .Academie. The building has better preserved its original 
aspect on the rear which faces the east and dominates a little 
garden, from whence there is a view upon the Alps beyond the 
ravine of the Flon and the heights to the south-east of the 
city. Seen from the Houte Neuve, the house is not wan1-.ing in 
picturesqueness, with its two galleries of three arcades each, 
ancl its great roof in the ancient style.' 

In connection with this residr,nce, it is interesting to learn 
that Mme. Bugnion, n1fo Levade (grandmother of M. Garrard), 
who died about 1830 at the age of ninety-one, related to Iwr 
g1·andchilt1ren that she attended the catechism taught hy 
lVI. P:tvilliarJ, n.nd that Gibbon was present. 'l'he orilinary age 
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of a<.lmission for such instrucLion wM fi·om fourteen to sixteen. 
:M:ine. Bugnioo. was the sister of M. Rngn.ion, of TJondon, who 
resicled for a time in La Grotte, and was the intimo.t,e friend of 
Deyve1·dun. 

'11here is something unconsciously pathetic in the pictma 
G ibban has given us of the beginning of his life nt Lausanne. 
'l'hrough the rigid rules imposed by po.rental authorit.y, be had 
ceased to bo an independe11t agent. Iris f\xpenditnres wero 
reduced to the most diminutive form1 anll his small monthly 
amount of pocket-money was doled out by M. Pa.villi.ard. He 
had t-00 but a. smattering of )~rench, and could ueither 11sk l\ 

question uol· understand what waa said. Ab first he seems to 
have had some intercourse with hitt young countrymen receiving 
jnatraction at Lausnnne, but this resource shortly foiled, and ho 
found himself in much solitmle and con.Dnec1 to the family circle. 
Mme. P1w·illlard was sal'<l.id and gl'ltS}Jing, aud without any idea 
of comfort or refinement. P1williiw<l himself seems Lo hi\vo 
possessed mn.n.y generous qnalities, and he gradually won the 
endnring regard of bis pnpil, who tmyi:i in his Memoirs: 

'My oblignt.ions to the lesi:;ons of 111.. Pa.villfard gratitude 
will nob sutler me to forget. He w11s en.clowetl with I.\ clear head 
and n w:arm hem·L; 11is innate benevolence had assuaged Lue 
spirit of tlte Ohmch ; he was raliiona.l because he wru:i moderate. 
In tLe cout·so or his studies he ball M<)Uirod a just tihongh 
su perficitil k11owle<lge of most hranches of' litera.tm·e; by long 
pru.otice he was skilled in the 11rts of teaching; aud he luboured 
with nssiduons patience to know the clia.racter, gain &he afl:ection, 
and open t.lle mind of his English pupil. As soon as we began 
to understand each other, he gently lad me from a blind antl 
uudistinguishing love of rending into the path of instruction.' 1 

n was now that Gibbon came upon the book which, as 110 

1 M. Pn.yilli11rt.1 h~d a, h.rother, N. N. Po.villi111·cl, ol gren.t n.bilUy, 11nd ospcoi­
n.lly vel'l!Ctt in lll1\~hc.u1niics. He died or bro.in feVOl.' in lhe fiower of ltl11 you1.b. 
Wbi!Cl Lrn.volling wit11 l\ll nnglish noblem~n ho Wll8 w&lklug on tho ramparts 11~ 
1\lussandrll\, PiedmonL, aml sketched the plan o~ n. redoubt. Mistnken for n. 
spy, ho wu~ brot111Ut before the ltovo.tno1· of I.lie place, who wished to hang 
him. He was ma.de t.o u11derstn.ml bhni tho youth w11s outfroly uunc<1Mintod 
wlU1 militn1-y regulu.tious, but young 'P1willin.rd sh.ortly n.Ctorw1m1A suco11n1bed 
to ohaRrin and illness, c~uaocl by this ruia.wo.l>lc a1Tafr. 'fho incident is IOlawd 
in an unpubliJ>hed m11nuRcript voluwo, on~tlcd, 1ttattr-iattaJ .Voll'>" 11.ne histoW'o 
bitt1ln1ira da i• A.uatlrmit- <k J'.<1tumm1e ot (71' Oa11lo1' dd l mul, J 829 (by the 
Doyen DriJcl), 11CJw lJ1 ~he Canl~mnl Library of r,,o,ui;n.nno, whore l consul Loil 1'. 
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says, contributed most effectually to his education, and had 
much to do with his re-acceptance of Protestantism. This was 
a system of Logic which had great vogue in the last century, 
and its author was the philosopher Jean Pierre de Crousaz, the 
opponent of Bayle and Pope, to whom Voltaire wrote from Paris, 
June 6, 1741: 

' Since your philosophy consists in loving and encouraging 
all kinds of literature, I have the honour to send you, togebher 
with a thick volume on Natural Philosophy, the best edition 
which has been made of my poem on the Battle of :B'ontenoy. 
You will see, sir, in this poem what justice I render to your 
compatriots. You increase greatly the esteem I have always 
had for this honourable nation. May you, sir, long continue to 
be its ornament and its glory ! You have made of Lausanne the 
t emple of the Muses, and you have more than once caused me 
to say that if I had been able to leave France I would have 
withdrawn to Lausanne.' 1 

We thus see that the same intellect that moved Gibbon had 
already influenced Voltaire, and it appears important to make 
here a little excursion into the later history of the de Crousaz 
family, which, as we have seen, is one of the most ancient and 
influential among the noble houses of the Pays de Vaud.2 It 
was already rich and flourishing at Chexbres in the tenth 
century, possessing that seigniory and others like Gleyrolles, 
and allied to the first families of the country. At the Reforma­
tion one branch remaining Catholic established itself in Savoy, 
where it soon died out. The Protestant branch remained at 
Chexbres, and later, removing to Silesia, became Prussian sub­
jects, whose descendants still flourish. 

'l'he philosopher de Crousaz was the son of Colonel Abraham, 

I Volta iire a Farney: Lettl'CJ11·ear~il/tieset p1iblitll8pm· J,f:M. ]j]vOll'i,f!UJB{J//}rnlb) 
et A. F. R-0usse11u wrote to Voll.nirc, A.ugust 18, 1750 : •With regard to M. do 
Crou•az, I h 11ve not read his work ngninst Pope, arid run not lJerhapa in a sLo.to 
to hear it ; but it i.s r1uite certain that I will not aade to him wbab I havo 
disputed with you, and that I have as little faith in his proofs as in his 
authority.' 

" See Vol. I. Chaps. XXVII. XLV. LVI.-Arms of deCrousaz : Une colombe 
d'argent dans un champ de Gueulee. Pour supports: Deux Griffons. Au­
dessus du casque pour cimier, un Griffon issant d'une couronne. Devise: Det 
nobis virtus finem. The ancient bnria!.place of the de Crousaz is in the parish 
chmch of St. Saphorin, between the high altar and the side-chapel belonging 
to Lhe family. 

I 

i 
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seignior of Mezery, by his wife Elizabeth Fran<;ois. Born in 
1663, he had at fifteen years of age already a wicle acquaintance 
with mathematics and philosophy. He studied theology at 
Lausanne, Geneva, Leyden, and Paris. At Paris he made the 
acquaintance of Bayle and Malebranche, with whom he always 
remained upon terms of intimacy. On his return to his native 
city he was appointed honorary professor, and in 1699 obtained 
the chair of philosophy, to which was joined later that of 
m(Lthematics. He was four times rector of the Academy, and 
in 1724 became professor of mathematics and physics in the 
University of Groningen, but resigneu two years afterwards to 
unde.rtake the education of Prince Prederick of Hesse-Cassel. 
Shortly afterwards he received from the King of Swerlen the title 
of Councillor of Embassy, and was elected Foreign Associate .of 
the French Academy of Sciences. Hetnrnmg to Lausanne in 
] 73G, he resumed his old professorship. After the year 17 4"L 
he devoted himself exclusively to religious subjects and to com­
bating incredulity, deism, and the various forms of spiritual 
unbelief. He wrote at this period a remarkable unpublished 
letter to Voltaire, in which he declares bis faith in Christianity, 
and sets forth its joys and consolations. 1 He died in 1750, 
three years before Gibbon's arrival. 

'l'here is a fine portrait of him in the possession of M. Aymon 
de Crousa?J, tlrn learned archi0.st of Lausanne. A white curling 
wig surmounts a long, oval, rich-complexioned face. An aquiline 
nose, dark eyes and eyebrows, and a look of refleetion are the 
distinguishing features. I have seen another portrait of the 
philosopher by Gnillebaud, in which he is represented in his 
academical robes, but here he is dressed in a maroon velvet coat 
embroidered with gold, and wears lace ruffles and a blue mantle. 
In both cases the family arms figure in the picture.· · 

His great-grandnephew, Benjamin de Crousaz (1745-1775), 
one of Gibbon's friends, was the first husband1of Mlle. Elizabeth 
(otherwise known as Isabelle), daughter of the Doyen Polier de 
Battens, who assisted in the re-admission of Gibbon to the Pro­
testant communion. Isabelle subsequently married the Baron 
de Montolieu, and under this name became distinguished in 

1 Author's MR. collections. Letter of four folio pages from de Crousaz to 
Voltaire. 
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literatnre. She was the author of various novels and transla­
tiorni from the English and German. Deyverdun and Gibbon 
were the godfathers of her romance, ' Caroline cle Lichtfield.' 
I po::;sess a water-colour by her son, M. Henri de Crousaz, 
representing an embrasure in the Castle of V uffiens, with the 
bke and the mountains beyond, designed as an illustration of 
his mother's ' Chateaux Suisses.' 

Towards the end of J nne 17 54 Gibbon became the pupil of 
M. de Loys de Treytorrens, the successor of M. Pierre de 
Crnusaz as professor of theology. He also thought of following 
the lectures of M. Vicat, professor of law, n frifmd of Deyverdun, 
who had succeeded M. de Loys de Bochat in 17 41 ; ' but instead 
of attenuing his pnlilic or private course' -the historian says­
' I preferred in my closet the lessons of his masters, and my own 
renson.' 

CHAPTER CXXVI 

WnEN Gibbon had rendered himself master of de Crousaz's 
J,ogic he tried it upon his Catholic opinions, and Pavilliard 
lent all the powers of his perRnnsion. Gibbon says : 

'I have some of the lntter's letters in which he celebrated 
the dexterity of his attack, and my graclunl concessions, after a 
firm and well-managed defence. I was willing, and I am now 
willing, to allow him a lrnndsome share of the honour of my 
conversion ; yet I must observe, that it was principally effected 
by my private reflections; nnd I still remember my solitary 
transport at the discovery of a philosophical argument against 
the doctrine of transubstantiation: that the text of scripture, 
which seems to inculcate the real presence is attested only by a 
single sense-our sight; while the real presence itself is dis­
proved by three of our senses-the sight, the touch, and the 
taste. The various articles of the Romish creed disappeared 
like a dream; and after a full conviction, on Christmas-day 1754 
I received the sacrament in the church of Lausanne. It was 
here that I suspended my religions inquiries, acquiescing with 
implicit belief in the tenets and mysteries which are adopted by 
the general consent of Catholics and Protestants.' 
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This account, written six yearn before his death, clearly sets 
forth his religious position at the time of his conversion. There 
is a sngg stion .of ~~e 1:'6newal of his i·el'igi011s fi elings towads 
~he los ~f his hfe m o. remarkable statement mad by the 
Doy u Budel to {. Bailly de Lalonde. M. Drid l wh wus 
nn in~mate friend of ~eorge Deyverc1nnand frequently admitted 
to ~1bbon'.s .table, said: ' :ribbon at his l'epasts n ver spoke 
agam~t r~hg1on, notwithstanding the warmth of his p!.i iJ a pbi­
cal pnnc1ples. Towards the encl of his clays, h e~en a.ppr.rat· CL 
v ·y I'. p eHtant of his attacks directed against hr~stianit.y, 
and wish d that he hnd n v r writt .n against Hevelation.' 
'~I. Bridel' conLlnu sM. de Lalonde, 'is persuaded that he died 
with religious sentim · nts ; but another Vaudoisan tittGmt1JUr, 
eq~all~ a~quo.in1;~d with Gib on, seemed to me nol; to agree with 
tlris opmwn of his oompat.riot.' 1 

Bride! s statement seems to be strengi'.hen . d by a Jettel' of 
ibbon, of Jun BO, 1788, to his aunt Heat l', whel'ein lie says: 

, ~ am. now pr paring, by a last visit to Lord nnd Lady 
heffiold, tor my depcwture to the ontiuent1 and I propose being 

at Lau~ann b?fo1: ilia Il.d of n xt month. If al ns I ought 
your lund aoxiet.y <\t my len.viug England but you will not r;tis­
approve my eh using th p1•cs most agr a.hle to my oi1·cum­
st~uc s and temper and n ad not r mind you t,J.mt all conn­
tr~ s are under. the .crlJ• of 1;he aam · provid n . Your good 
w1.sh s and ndvice will not, I L-rust, b tln·own away on a barr n 
soil; anc1 who.t.ev. r you n<ay l1ave b en told of my opinions, I 
can lllSFltti·e you mth ti11th, tha.t I consider Religion as th b st 
gt1~de of you~h and the best support, of old o.g ; tl10,t fh·mly 
b h v~ ther 1s le s real happiness in the business and plensnres 
f th World, than in ·the life which you ,l.ia,ve ohos n of devotion 

and retir . ment.' 2 

•r'bis l~tter wns ~·8?ently presented to the BriLish .Museum by 
a connection of William La.w· author of the 'eri LlS all ' of ' . ' 
wl1om . ibbo 1 speaks with esteem, while l'eg0ircling him n.s an 
11.thuf:!rnst. It \Vas sug rested by the London 'J'imes, vem-

ber 12, 189•1., in a veq interesting twlricle, that this Jette}' r pre­

' Le I1&11an, 01' Voyag/J pi/./,Qrcs(tltc, /ii.sturiq1w et littfrciirc d. OmJvc et dans 
l.: qant01' ~~ Vamd, par M. J31\illy tie Lalonde (Paris, 1850), i. 2Hil. 

(l. IlOt tion of the Ins t RQn~ence of this leLter was publishcJ in Notes and 
Q·n rws, optembe1· 10, IBSll. 
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.sents no more than Gibbon's kindly indisposition to pain his 
exceedingly pious aunt, and possibly a further desire to please 
the relative from whom he had expectations. With this suppo­
sition I cannot entirely concur, although truth induces me to 
say that my own unhesitating belief in Christianity may lead 
me to ascribe more faith to Gibbon than he really possessed ; 
and I will not deny that Gibbon's letter to Lord Sheffield, 
January 2,4, 1784,, lends colour to the view taken by the 
1'inws ; for in speaking of Mrs. Hester Gibbon's asrmrances to 
him that ' nobody should be able to injure' him with her, the 
historian says: 'Unless the saint is an hypocrite, such an ex­
pression must convey a favourable and important meaning. At 
all events, it is worth giving onrsel-ves some trouble about her, 
without indulging any sanguine expectations of inheritance.' 1 

Moreover, the following unpublished letter to a bereaveil 
friend certainly does not indicate religious faith on the part of 
Gibbon under circumstances when its expression would have 
been very appropriate. It is addressed to M. Wilhelm de 
Charriere de Severy (who was to Gibbon almost a son), on the 
death of his father, in 1793: 

' I have at this moment, my dear Friend, returned from 
Rolle, and returned only for you. Give me, if you please, news 
of yourself, of your sorrowing family, and especially of your 
root.her, whose affliction I share from the bottom of my heart. 
I wish that, I could walk about the streets of Lausanne without 
support. But I ask of you the kindness to receive me in your 
house towards three o'clock, n,nd to permit me to remain there a 
part of the evening. Your mother will be no more embarrassed 
by my presence than by her children's, we will lament in silence 
near her she will unbosom herself of the mOfit reasonable of 
griefo in 'the midst of friendship, and we will try to soften its 
bitterness by recalling all the virtues of this excellent man who 
has just been delivered from an insupportable burden. Adieu. 
This 31 st of J annary, a quarter to one o'clock.' 2 

'l'he preceding letter is characteristic of Gibbon's kind heart. 
He hastened from Rolle to console the bereaved family of M. 

1 Mi.sc. Works, ii. 345. 'l'he italics are Gibbon's. 
' Frnm t)1e original French, in the unpublished MS. collections of M. 

\Yilliam de Clrnrric·rc clc Severy at the Chltton,u of Mcx. 
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de Sevm·y, deceased, as later he undertook without hesitation 
the journey to England, which cost him his life, to tender his 
affectionate sympathy to Lord Sheffield on the loss of his wife. 

In reading this Jetter, my friendly eye follow d wjth eager­
ness word afte1· word in the hope of finding something to indicate 
Christian faith. 'fhere is, alas nothing of the ~d. But we 
must not infer thutJ Gibbon denied a fotw·e state. In a letter 
written April 27, 1793 (le~s than a year before his death) to 
his friend Lord Sheffield, on the death of Lady Sheffield,' he 
uses this significant and pathetic language : ' But she is now at 
rest; and if there be a future life, her mild virtues have surely 
entitled her to the reward of pure and perf' et; felicity.' 

'Fanny,' as he called ausnnne, was, from a material and 
intellectual poiut of view, ibb n:s bes·t frieuu. It is equally 
true tllat his father was Gibbon's worst enemy so far as his 
spi.ri.tnn .. l welfa~·e was concerned. I mean thati his father by hiR 
st11p,dity di ·located his religious faith, and by 11ia' egotistical 
opposition destroyed the cha.nee of his marital felicity. In this 
11w1mer he gave two blows to the highest qualities of his son. 

Dtuing Gibbon's in fan y and in his earliest youth 'hb n s 
mind was ltwgely occu1Jied by r ligious ideas. ot finding any 
support in this direction from his father or his aunt I 01·ten­
the latter an excellent woman, but wanting in sufficient know­
ledge to solve such questions-he sought in the Catholic Ohlll'ch 
a refuge for his spiritual difficulties. One sees in his conversion 
a sincere act of conscience. But what was the result ? His 
father, irritated, almost enraged, by what he considered the 
apostasy of his son-allihough he really had no religion himself 
- preoi-pitated ma l'S by carrying him like a. criminal t,o his 
friend, Mr. Mallet, to decide upon his lot. Wbo was Mr. 
Mall t ? He was the author of a 'Life of Ba.con ' of little valu 

) 

of some poems and theatrical pieces now forgotten, and of the 
pathetic ballad of ' William and fargatet.' His doctrines were 
deistioal, or even mo1·e sceptical. 

What baleful men to preside over the religious destiny of a 
man like Gibbon ! Here was a great mind which found itself 
in the supreme crisis of its existence. It was a question of life 
or death to the best germs of his soul. 

From the beginning of his p,xistence and during the first 
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years of his youth, there were pro_m~nent i:1 Gibbon'~ character 
two traits-in some sense antagomstic. His soul aspired to t~e 
purest and most religious things, while, on the ot~~r hand, his 
physical tastes h11d a material tendency; a~d the critica! .moment 
of his life was that which was to determme the empne of the 

one or the other. 
Looking only at the material and social adva~tag~s of. a 

return to the Protestant religion, the father and his friend, m 
their mighty wisdom, decided that the youth must be tor~ from 
the faith he had gained, anrl thab replacPd by the rltes of 
another. By this badly conceived action his father pern:anently 
repressed the religious enthusiasm of Gibbon.' Mr. Eliot, late1· 
J_.0 rd Eliot, advised sending his young relative to ~ Prote~farnt 
:Minister at. Lausanne, with instructions to turn him agmn to 
the pnth of Protestantism. The youth, who before hac1 lodged 
at the University of Oxford with the luxury of a gentl:-nrnn­
commoner, now found himself in a small Swiss town, m the 
uloomiest quarter and in a comfortless house, without proper 
~ieans, and deprived throngh the avarice of the Pastor's wife of 
some of the necesso.ries essentio.l to such a nature. 

My investio·ations at Lausnnne, and documents thl-'re 
gathered concer~ing this period of Gibhon's. life, have show~ m~ 
that during the first eighteen months of lus ~tn,y nt IJaus::t~HH, 
he was expose<l to ruc1e trinls, and almost. deprived of the Rocwty 
of his equals. During this time, the goo<l M. Pr1villi::1n1 u~ed 
all his efforts to persuade him that his mnterinl anc1 eternal m-
terests were wrapped up in Protest!tntism. . 

Another chance to save the best dispositions of his cbarncter 
presented itself shortly afterwards, in the person ofMadernoisellt1. 
Curchod, later Mndame Necker. 'l'his young la.dy found herselt 
at Lausanne after the death of her father, the l'm;tor Uurchod, 
oblio-ed to give lr.ssons to gain her livelihoo<l. nut in trnth 8~1ll 
was nso endowed with high qualities thnt she "'1evated her soernl 
position instencl of lowering it, and gained every d~y the eRtee'.n 
of the most considerable person8 arourn1 her. She lrnd. bew 
educated like a man J estineL1 to the career of science and letters, 

. c1 '•l . -t · d odern lan '~Ult<YCS • and was well acquainte w1u 1 ancicn .111 rn , · o 'o ' 

nor was hei• knowledo·e superficial. Notwithstanding nlmost 
masculine gift.s and a b powerful but we11-c1irected will, she was 
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essentinlly fominine. She was very beautiful, very sz1irituollc, 
but above all possessed a religions character. 

This was the young lady that GibLon encountered and lovRd 
in the second critioo.l momenh of his life. What happy influence 
might not this belov ·d woman have had ov '1' one who vitally 
required at his Ride a. pm·e na.tm·e to d velop the hr.st qunlities 
of bis soul and to restrain his too mat rial ta t s ? 

Gibbon has l ~ a. mo.unmeut of his vast erudition; literature 
has gained a work written with a firm and able hlmd; from all 
points of view the most remarkable history in his epoch. If 
'ibbon had marded Mlle. Curchod he might have left the 

world under a gl·eater debt of gmtit.nde. He might hnve nided 
the weak: solv their religious l1ifficulties and to believe in 
eternal Jife-that is to say, in Christianity. But his father, his 
evil genius, once moro intervened nnd destroyetl the last chancr, 
of p1· servin r this brilliant mind to the services of faith, hy 
(-1xpressly forbidding the marriage. 

In scrupul tisly studying the details of ibb u's life, in 
reading his intimate cone poncleuce, in nt ·ing hi house, in 
seeing his <1 votion to his fri nds, in looking at bis generosity 
and his bepevolenoe towards tbe poor, we attach ourselv s to 
him with warmth. I hav had many intimate friends, and 
Gibbon is one of those whose compnnionship I lrnve most enjoyed. 
It is no exaggerat.ion to say that I have known him more 
familiarly than any one now living. I hav pc sed days w ks 
and months in his company, in the hotL':le wh 1· )J live l, and i.11 

the haunts most dear to his henrb. I have leo.m d to love hin1, 
ta rejoice over his great qualities, nnd ·to mom·11 over his .hm't­
comings. He was very lrnm::m, with frailties and weakne.sses, 
but he was very lovable to thus . who knew him best. 

I have -tr i d to in v t ignte thoroughly Gibbon's career, aw1 
to gauge his in telle tml, physical, nud spiritual merits and 
defocts. I must c011fl ss blu:i.t I rise from my task with profound 
sympathy nnd sincere regarc1. He was so great ancl ye1-, so in­
complete. With V[1st attainments and n marvollous pow-el' of 
work, he was warm, confiding, a.1·uest in his frieu hips. :ro 
sncrif-ice of tim , comfort DlOn y, health, wa.'l t.o g:r at when a 
suffering fri nd r quir .d his yweseuce or his sympathy. Witness 
his Inst fatal journey, undertaken, as we have seen, to consolo 
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Lord Sheffielcl for the loss of his wife-n. sacrifice which sP.ems 
too costly when we remember tlmt Lorc1 8heffield's mourning 
lasted only one year, and that he married again once or twice. 

I am the owner of a Bible which belonged to Gibbon, and 
was kept at his bedside during his last residence at Lausanne 
(1783-1793). It is a large l~amily Biblr, , 'printed by Charles 
Bill, and the Executrix of Thomas Newcomb, deceas'd; Printers 
to the Queens most Exeellent Majesty, MDCCIII.': wit,h an 
additional pictorial title of the following year. It contains a 
book-plate with the Gibbon family arms, and the nam e, 'Edward 
Gibbon, Esq.' In the lower right corner is engraved, 'Hughes 
fecit.' 1 After Gibbon's death this sacred volume passed to bis 
intimate friends the L\e Oerjat family, from whom it came to me 
in 1879. Inserted in it are several pressed leaves and book­
marks, and several passages are marked with pencillings. With 
re<>·ard to the former , I have no suggestions to make. 'l'he 

0 pencil-markings are of two kinds. In one case a marginal 
pencil line includes the first nine verses of Ecclesiasticus xxx. ; 
and as the theme is the necessity of the rod, and of repressive 
measures with children, one may conjl~cture that the father of 
Gibbon may thereby have called the attention of his son to the 

benign purposes of his own severity. 
Two other 11encil-marks in the form of a cross are made on 

the eighth and twelfth verses of I1icc1esiasticus xx:i., which I 
strongly suspecb to be by Gibbon's own hand ; my reasons being 
the very striking character of the thoughts embodied : 

'He that buildeth his house with other men's money, is like 
one t,hat gathereth himself stones for the tomb of his burial.' 

' He that is not wise, will not be t11ught : but there is a 

wisdom which mnltiplieth bitterness.' 
As Gibbon' !:! Bible, the one which he consulted in his latter 

days, this is perhaps the most touehing and interest,ing relic 

which remains of this great man. 
From a L1eRcenclan1, of Dr. Schiill, the friencl and lJhysician 

of Gibbon, I learn that the Doctor mentioned the historian's 
having three Bibles- Greek, Latin, and English-which showed 

1 Dr. Joseph Jackson Howard, MaHmvers Herald ExtraorJinary, b(ls mo~t 
kindly recently Rent me a copy of Gibbon' s book·phte which corresponds Ill 

ail respects to the above. 
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m,arks of .c?n~tant u~e. Gibbon was in the ha.bit of alit ndin ,,. 
St. Francis. Church m the rear of hiR dwelling, antl of following 
the less_ons m the original Grellk. In an unpublish d letter of' 
1798 ,Lord Sheffi~ld puts t,he curious question to Wilhelm 
de Severy: 'Is it true, that our friend Gibhon's Portrait 
was hung up before the pulpit in the Clrnrcl1 nt I ? ' I • , <• ,ansanne . 

Gibbons Bible was loaned by me to tl1e C t" . . . ommemora ive 
Ji.Jx.hib1tton, at the British :Museum on the t f 
G

. , ' · cen enary o 
ibbon s ueahl1. (1894), held under the auspices f th R 1 

H
. . . o e oya -
1stor.1.cal omety and I was glad to hear fron1 atithent' . . ic sources. 

that 1t attracted ' great ai;tention.' 2 

Th.e following interesting information concerning Gibbon's 
readmittance to the Protestant communion I owe to th l · d . 
f M V 

·11 · e nn ness 
o . Ul eumier : 

'Twenty-ninth Assembly, 22 December 1754. Present­
M~. de C~ousaz, de Battens, Pavilliard, and Besson. 

. Monsiem: le .Doyen de Crousa11 having shown that Mr. 
Gibbon, an English gentleman, had asked for permission t,o 
a~pear befo_re the pa_storal assembly, which had been accorded 
him, the said Mr. Gibbon declared, that he had embraced the 

1 J!lll'.l)i&hecl to the author by M. do Severy's grandson M w·ll' d 
Ohcu·n~re de 86very, of the Oht\.ten.u o:f Mex. ' · 

1 
iam e 

• ' One of th e relio,s whi<ih will Mtrant most b]' tt t' ~enr~ _llierndith Read, is Gibbon's Dible, w¥oh ia 1!~id1~1~11;~ t~1~~::t~~ ~r 
s oc !oo~ at Lausanne. Uudouh t.edly, his nttituclc to Ohri&tio.nity · tJ 

feattmi m his great work wi1iob hns cloJle most to diminish its infi 
18 1d 

all edllcated mcm, to whatever acihool thay belou woulcl n w _uen~e, an. 
m
1
, ~:terhly biogmpher, . ~!r. 00Lt111· Morlaon, th1\t tl~ls is a mo~t s:~:l~~ k,1':~11118 
• "'' owcvli~ , only f 1111· to rememb th a t OhristinnHy o.s it . · .s 

1
' 

Gibb?n's m.ind, wl\B something vory cli1lero11b from wh~t wo ~=s:~~~~~~~ ~ 
o.a.eooui.to with ~he n!l.mo. . • . R e belonged to o. Lime on whoa s1tonld r 
lmd the bi;n·den oft\ ~remondous wnrk ol clestu·ucbiou of llestructio · 1? h ha~ 
to be done before oven Christianity i~solt ba.d ~ f~ir ahauCll n w ~o ,. Cl( 

boonuse Glbboc wo.s 11 sup~·crao hialo1•lunl gonJ 11s he would h~v~ ~'an 1:t JUst 
b longed to our age, tha.t deatruohio11, howe\•or 11eai:i;sa~y tnJ\es ons b · t ~\~~e 
\~O.h. Be never would 11Mle hMl buo folly with ~he Rom~ntiois ts to d~o ~

1 

bl 
9 

~g ttthenth:n~Jry, "our. excellaut anc1 mtliflp usable eightcen.th centu:.y," ~ 
.dnl ~ no oo.lled 1b, but ho would bo.vo emanoipnte11 h imllelf !tom its 
1 ? s, ve seen ho\~ mttoh good Utero wns in m(l.lly institubions whl h ' ~eieotetl, nnd lui.vo wr1 ~(,en smnebbing evtJn greute1· tbnu the noble ·k I · ~ F tlle gi:nnuc~t bis torical n~evemont o.s yet o.ooomplialt d on thi~v~a~~t~c 
•rom t,b~ sp~ooh. of ~1 B Right Hon. Sir M. E . Grant Duff, Prei;ide.llt of ·th 

Royal H 1stor1c11'1 Society, M Chairnmn of thO Gibbon Oomn' t' e 
November 15, 181)4. ,,emQra 1011

1 

H Also it letter of November 23, 18D4, to the nnthor from Hubert Hall E 

H
?n. ~ecr0ta~y of the Gibbon Commemoration a;1d Director of the' I' gq.l, 
1stoncal 8oc1ety. ' .oya 
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nomn.n Oo.t holi r llgiou bnt; t hnh1 f;o-clA.y, by ~he i m co ~f od 

f,_,l nlight.en d and afl: er r ip and serious refl otion, h 
ll\01' Ul Y 0 I , , , 

l' uounc a it sincerely a.nd with rood heart;, declanng t hat ~ 
1'igbt whi ·11 h had acquired since hi1:1 <lcfectrio~ bad b conie h~s 

ns la.t.i u a.nd his joy · t hat, in rd r to te tify to.h ttv n ]111:1 

g rn.titud h . ar 1 n tly d siTe<l to be nabled to manrfest to. the 
outside wm·lll the reality of ms sentiments, and to commurn~o.te 
in the }>rotest:.i.nt hnrch; and that h e woul be v ·y sens1bl 
of the kindness which might be shown him by the venentble 
Assembly, should it grant him the. desired ? ermission. ), 

' The said Mr. Gibbon h:wmg retned, M. le l ,1steur 
P o.villi n.l'd who h:td instruct il him, was asked to express his 
views ; upon which M. P avilliard declared, t~at he was perfectly 

alightened upon Telig i n and remarkably mfonned on all ancl 
·och f the articles which separate ns from the Church of Home; 

and that he knew, that to his great intelligence were aclded 
purity of seul;ilnent o,ncl r g uhwity of ~ond~ct. . 

• ImmeUintely up n Lhls declarat10u, 1t was c1 · c1d cl t hat 
:M. 1 oyen s.b ulJ f licifiat him in tb na~1 of ~he A~sembly, 
and testily t him the lively joy it felt 1n seemg hi~ ~bus 
i·tt;uru u to the light . And s·co11dly M. le ~ran 1 Mm1stre 
de Dottens was charged to examine, or to enter mto conference, 

with him. 
'The above decision was communicated to Mr. Gibbon; anc1 

it was added, that M. Pavilliarc1 wonlLl receive him, shonhl t.lrn 

examination be satisfactory.' 
'Thirtieth Assernhly, 1 February 1755. Present-MM. lfo 

Crom;az, de Bottens, Pavilliurd, Besson, <lu 'J'oit, Le Resche, 

de Brnel. 
'M. de Bottens re1)ort.ed upon the commission with which 

he had been charged of examining Mr. Gibbon, rtnd declared 
tha.t he wa. perti ctly edili d. and sat.isGed. L . u.villia1·d alf"o 
r por ted, t hn.t imm dh1tely after t he X.'\n~ination_ by M '. de 
D t;t t1 $ nnd also by himself in :J.CC 1'd a11Ce Wi t h tb lllStl'UCtL ~S 
r th .Assembly h bad ndmitt ·a Mr. <:' il h n to the m-

mmu n, v. '.kliiig that L.h lat r ha'l 1•ecei ved the sa.crUJllent fr m 
him on Christmas-day.' 1 

1 Translation of an extract from the I'.coistr,, des S«anas (rz.it. L ivrc des 
Acles) de l' Asscm/JUc pa,stornlc de l' JEulisl' de Lm1srinnl', fols. 3tl [Ind 3\J. 
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Since the impressive event thus recorded, more than a 
generation had passed away, and Gibbon had gone through 
many trials, when he sat down to write his Memoirs. His 
closest friend, George Deyverdun, had died, the family circle at 
Lausanne was broken and thinned, anc1 on him was steadily 
encroaching the disease which presently ended his life. It 
need not be wondered if amid these bereavements and sad 
memories his thoughts were led back into long-abandoned 
channels, ancl that his religious nature should reassert its sway. 
'I'his of course does not imply any return to the Calvini:;tic 
theology-as is clearly proved by certain unpublished portions 
of his Autobiography. 

CHAPTER CXXVII 

THE cJe Cerjat family, whoRe historic position and se'.'vices are 
recorded a,;1fc, Chapter XVII., was repreRented in Gibbon's time, 
among otherR, by .Jetin Frnnr-ois Maximilien de Cerjat (1729-
1803), who married in England Margaret Madeleine Stample, 
an heiress, and was natnralir-1ec1 in that country in 17 54.., 

I h[l,ve a letter from the ltcv. H. S. de Oeijat, Rector of W est 
HorRley, strtting the fact of his grandfather's naturalisation. 
His own father married a vVeston1 of West Horsley. His 
maternal gramlfather CW eston) was a friend of Gibhon, and on 
the <leath of his wife received from the historian a letter dn,tecl 
at La Grotte as late as March 14, 178\l, which the Rector 
kindly sent me, ancl which is also remarkable for the absence of 
any suggestion of religious comfort: 

'Believe me wh en I say in the general concern for your 101>s, 
none of your friends can more truly sympathise in your afflic­
tion thn.n myself. If it is in my power to be of any r '3al service 
to yon and yours, I must beg that you would dispose of me on all 
occasions. But at the same time I must solicit your irnlulgence, 
on this melancholy day. 'rhe weakness of my legs, the bad­
ness of the way and of t.he weather, the apprehension of 
lmmillity, ri,m1 a cold which h::ts confrne<1 me at home since last 
Wednesday, prevent a gout.y invaliu from joyniug with the 

VOL. TI. u 
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public in the last honours to the memo~'Y of a dear and respe~t­
able person. May time anu reason aflm·d you that consobt10n 
which I am unable to suggest. I am, with most sincere regard, 
my dear Sir, most affectiomttely yours.' 

'l'he de Cerjats 1 hac1 intermarried with all the great fami­
lies of the country, among others with that of de Molin de 

Montagny. 
It was in the year of Gibbon's arrival at Lausanne thn,t 

Noble Joseph Fmnyois de Molin de Montugny, afterwards 
seignior of Valeyres, who hall si::cceeded de Crousaz in the 
chair of philosophy in 17 50, lrnving become rector of the 
Acn,demy, ddivered his celebrated discourse in refutation of 
Housseau's treatise on the corrnpt.ing influences of the arts and 
sciences. He marriel1 Livie de Charriere c1e Severy, daughter 
of t.he seignior of SCwery, Joseph Henri, by his wifo Marie 
Gaudard. He and his family are intinmtely connected with my 
suhjecb, inasmuch afl George Deyverdnn left La Grotte to his 
son. Colonel Jean Georges Marc (fo :Molin de Montagny (1738-
1808), ancestor of the Greui1:;r family, its present proprietors 
(J 870). Colonel de Molin de Montagny had an agreeable 
correspondence with Gibbon concerning the latter's continued 
occupation of the nmnsion. 

Professor <le Molin c1e l\fontagny (1G01-17GO) 2 completed 
his studies and entereu the ministry in 1720. After being 
pastor of Mont am1 Romanelle, he became assistant profesr::or ~f 
philosophy under M. de Treytorrens. Four years later, tlus 
chair becoming vacant, he contended for it at Derne by sus­
triining the thesiR, ' De Anima Drutorum.' 'l'he philosopher 
de Crousaz was, however, the successful candidate ; de Molin 
de l\font:.igny receiving the title of honorary professor, and suc­
ceediug to the chair twelve years later. Besides being a man 
of great learning, he was a practical philanthropist, and con­
sta;1tly occupied himself with the affairs of the Charity School 

1 From the time of Jaquet cle Cerjat, 1330, the cle Cerj11t family possessed 
from father to son, the seigniories of Denc~y, Combremont, Allaman, 11n~l other 
est:i.tcs, :i.nd wern Clmtclo.i1rn of l\Iouclon. Allamtu1, however, was sulcl m 1720 
to the lYfarquis de Lm1g11J.erie. . . . . . 

" J3apti~ec1 Februflry 20, 16Dl. 111al('na11r ponr vnc H1sloi?·c. lziterairc cle 
l' Acadt'inic de Lrm.<1mn11 et dn c!anton de Yaurl, 1828, ? cc1icillis iicir !v[. le 
Doyen Dri.rlcl, i. 80 (n!N.). 'fhc _fam~;->: genrnlogy (~H:l.), in tlle author's 
possession, states that he was I.Jorn m lb.)(j. 
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at IiauRrtnne, of which he was the ecclesiastical president at the 
time of his decease. 

One of his sons, Jean Daniel Henri, married a daughter of the 
famous Hosset de H.ochefort (1709-1766), professor of Hebrew 
and theology, and afterwards rector of the Academy, author of 
various works--among them ' Memoirs anc1 Funeral Oration 
upon ,John Wilmot, Earl of Rochester, translated from the 
Bnglish of Burnet, and followed by general thoughts on Deism.' 
I discovered some of M. de lfosset de Rochefort's unpublished 
writings in the garrets of La Grotte. In his ancestry were the 
hurgomasters (Lausanne) Jean de Rosset (1588), Benjamin de 
Rosset (1617 and 1G3·t), and Jean Philippe de Rasset (1673)­
each styled 'noble.' 

The n::tme de Molin existed in La Grnycre as early as thA 
thirteenth centnry under the form of de Molinclino, being of 
Spanii:;h origin ; alth<jugh some authorities Hay that it originated 
in Venice, ancl that one branch took part in the Crusades, and 
sAttlecl in Crete, while another went to S1Jain, where it still 
exists. Prom La Gruyere the family established itself at 
I~Rtavn.yer, where its head became Commissary of the Duke of 
Aavoy, in 1·196. It obtainrd the seigniory of 'freytorrens, and, 
in the middle ofthe sixteenth century, the seigniory of Montagny 
in the di.strict of Yverclun; ancl since the eighteenth century 
it was resident at I1ausanne. It intermarrieil with the most 
ancient houses including d'Arnay, <le Blonay, de Cerjat, de 
Charriere, de Crousaz, de Graffcnried, de la Harpe, de Huber, 
cle Loys, de l\fannlich, de Metral, cle Polier, <le Sei.gneux, de 
'l'reytorrens. 

Marguerite l\fannlich, the mother of Professor cle Molin de 
l\fontagny, was the d::tughter of J Cfl.11 Pran0oi;; Mannlich, seig­
nior of Aillcns, and Jeanne J31 ran~oisB de Loys. Colonel dr.i 
Montagny, who inherited La Grotto from Deyvcrc1un, was con­
sequently her gr;i.nclson ; and the older sister, Arnrn, rnnrry­
ing Nathanael Deyverdun, was the grandmother of George 
Deyverd un. 1 

1 Unpublished manuscript genealogies o[ the families of Molin cle Montagny, 
Dcyverclun, Mannlich, clc Loys, de Charric\rc cle 8{1vcry, de Treytorrcns, in the 
posscnsion of the antltor.-- -Lettern to the author from Professor Vnillcnmier, 
Octol.Jer lil, lfi79, o.nd from M. H. de Molin, Oetober 10, l:l, anrl rn, 1879. ­
Extmcts from the registers of baptisms of the pn.ri~he8 of Grandson, Mondon, 

u 2 
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CHAP'rER CXXVIII 

W E have seen that Gibbon , when he first arrived at Lausanne, 
was an immature youth whose spiritual depths, however, had 
been strongly stirred, and that his experiences were dull, grey, 
and restricted. About this time there returned to Laurnnne 
George Deyverdun, a young man, three or four years older, who, 
representing one of the most historical families in V aud, and the 
best culture of the time, had been prepared by the chimges and 
chances of centuries to meet the exact need of Gibbon. 

The entire aristocracy of Lausanne in those days were 
interwoven by the ties of blood ; and when you think of one 
fio-ure the host of affectionate relatives troop into view. Thus, 

b ' • • 
Deyverdun finally opened the doors of the ruost mterestmg 
fJersons of the community, and brought Gibbon into contact 
with indigenous or fo reign intellects there assembled, whose 
inten:omse awakeneu and developed his eager anc1 comprehen­
sive powers. Dtiyverdun, moreover, conferred an inestimable 
benefit upon the future historian by his agreeable and profitable 

corn plrnionshi p. 
Two men, in fact, greatly contributed to Gibbon's success: 

Lorcl Sheffield, who relieved him from pecuniary anxiety by 
t aking charge of his monetary affo.irs, ancl Deyverdun, who for 
thirty-five years enlivenec1 and 8trengthenAL1 him by his keen 
and merry wit, his sunny and sympathetic mind, as well as by 
his intellectual force anc1 scholarship. Deyverdun was inaeeLl 
quite equal to taking up the cudgels with Gibbon on an ohscme 
and knotty question whenPver it arose in the course of the 
historian's laliours, with which he was associated at more than 
one point in their progress. 

I find from the unpublished Journal (17 53-l 7Gl) of 
his father, Captain Samuel Deyverdun, 1 which I aiscovered 

Ln.uso.nne-, Cambremont, nnd Treylorrene.-Letter of ~· Aymon cle drousn.z , 
Cnnlonu,l Arnbivist to the auilior, .TanuOJ.'Y Sl, 18fJO.-T'l10 g nealogies of t hB 
family of de Molin° clo Monbtgny ancl th origin c1f tho !ru.n:ily w~r.e pre.pa.ro(l f~r 
th e nuthor, in 1880, by M. Aynion de 01·ou~11z, Otu1tonn.l A.rahw1st; &hey we•e 
rur~h 1· o.irn ta.te-1 by M. Jules l'ioc111rd . 

• The fanii ly of oyver!lan ori ~inally SJialled tho m:une D'Yvo.rdon or 
D'lverdon, aJ'ter tbe town oI the au.me name. 0 11pt111in Smnuel Deyverdu11 
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in La Grotte, that George, then nineteen, arrived on Sunday, 
August 5, 17 53, from Basle, where he had been pursuing a 
course of law. In this .Tournal there is constant reference to 
the families de Seigncux, de Constant, de Diesbach, Fels, de 
Goumoens, Polier, Prey, d'Apples, Bourgeois, Bergier, and to 
Captain Deyverdun's brother-in-law, M. Louis Cesar Secretan 1 

-a descendant of the distinguished family of Secretan referred 
to in Chapter LX.-who had married, as his third wife, Pran~Joise 
Deyverdun, maternal aunt of George, and who occupied at that 
time the post of lieutenant fiscal, and later became eh:mcellor. 

Captain Deyverdun was a freemason of high degree and 
of great influence. I have a letter addressed by M. Gustave 
8chlabrendorf, another masonic luminary, to 'his venerable 
and very clear brother,' Captain Deyverdun, presenting to him 
l\L de Grabow and the latter's tutor, M. Schwartz, of Swedish 
extraction. 2 

'l'he Captain had a spacious mansion at the bottom of the 
rue de Bomg, at the corner of the Place St. :B'ran9ois and the 
rue St. Frnngoi3, now the Federal Bank. I have given, in 
Cha.pter LIII., a detailed description of this ancient abode, which 
elates from the fomteenth century. In his Journal, under date 
of December 6, 1754, he says the tapestry for 'our grand salon 
arrived from Lyons, and a few clays later my wife had it hung ; 
we are very much delighted with it.' Besides his residence at 

wrote D'E yverdun, while his son George used two forms in his journal, 
d'Eyverclun and il'Yvenlun , o.nll later w.ithout !he apostrophe. Sprung from 
the dynastic de Gmndson fami ly, throL1gh its Dohnont bnmch, upon receiving 
the metrnlie of Yvertlun th is fru:nlly nSlllllllecl ·the arms of its oflice and the 
1mme of the town. lts arms hencefo rth were : Vert, a savage or, holdin g a 
elu!J ovor the ~honldor, or; surmounted by a barred helmet in profile dennting 
1tnci~t nohillty. Motto : In corde sincerdas, in ore ver ifos (Sincerity in heart, 
trutb 1u speech}. 

In 1752 (Ocbob r 7) Colonel B~nja.m in de Cho.ndieu writes Lo M. de Loys, 
Seignior <•I. 01'2en~. rrow Ll~ l e to Vevey, to n.ak when M. $8,llluel do VenloD (Uey­
verrlun), who desires to prn:nho.se 1.0. Olmljll: , DOM' Ooasono.y , wm visit tho place 
1md by whom be will be o,ccomp1~nied . (11\-om the unpuhlishecl archives of th~ 
llforquµi clo Loys-Chnntlieu). Cn.pto.ln Doyverdun does not np}leni: to hnve 
a1,10<.1eedecl in his intention. of buying LB Ohau:c The de Ohnmlieu posnoased 
I n. Ohnu-x through iu lermnnia.ge wifo t.he filJllily of Robe.rt fo · Gard de 
Fresnevillo, who bou4fht it from the :Beruose in 15•10. 

1 Unpublishec1 genealogy of t he Searcitn.n fo.mily, copied from the tree 
belonging t o M. Henri t:lecretllll, hnut fo\·estie r o'f the comm une of Lausanne, l'L 
la Cil6, Nove1nbru· 26, 1881, by M. Oh0irloo F . J~i<lonrd , Q(unmfasary-Gencru.l, in 
the possession of tbo author. Also i11forml!. tioo derivecl El'om Colonel Bdou[lrd 
Secrctan. 

" Unpublished, from the MS. collections of Mme. Constantin Grenier. 
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T.1ansaun o,11(1 hls country e rtt,, Les Uttins, neat· Ouchy, aptaiu 
JJoyv rdun pass .1:1sed a line lions and vineyurds at Pully, where 

l'!tW i·tl.l of his childl'en w re born. 1 

Enrli r in 17 5 , he records the death at La Grotte of M. de 
oys de Bochat, his wile's brother-in-lmv. 'Dnl'ing ~is mala~y 

my wi.£ was nssiduous in her attendance upon him. and lU 

r ndering service. n pril 4 he was to.ken from this ll-rtb , 
between two a.od thr e o'clock in the morning, l' gretted by all 
.honourable peopl . My wife and my sou, orge sat up with 
him continually, o.nd especially the night of his death-in fact, 

they clos u his eyes.' 
In the cou1"e of my reseal'ches I founil in Lt\ Grott.e the 

original manuscript of de Docbat's epita.vh, prepared im~ecJiat ly 
after his death, which is to be s n to-day npon Ins stately 
b1uinl-place in th CatheU.1·,tl.2 '£he emmeuc of this man, to 
wh m I bav· hitherto allud d, und his co.un IJion with La ~r tt , 
render it important to present a more particular account of him. 

Charles Guillaume de Loys de Bochat was born at Lausanne, 

• In tho mn.rrin.g -contro.ot, April 27, 1783, ol ~oblo nnd VMuous Samuel 
J) yverdun, n.ssessor of the ~udy nf Ln.ns1inne, f\SSlsl'<ld by Noble and G." tous 
Georgo flfonlioh, seigniol' or. Battens, ~f tho ~ro.ud. Connuil ~ the n1;y o.nd 
r pubUc of Berne, brigo.clier Lll the nr?.ues. o! h~s Mo.iesty ~he King of _l!mn e, 
11nd colonel in the Swiss roglmaru of lus All.Id M:aiesty, r0l11t1vo of th0 ao..1d n.oblo 
hnsbauil · the lo.ttor s wif Mn<lelein cl Toiaijooiel'e, wn.s to receive ns dowm· 
500l. ete;:li11~, given by l~or nMfo, M. cl 'l' lesonic\ro. d A;rrollcs, Bri~hili 
.Minister o.t tbe Hague, o.r1cl from 'h r mot,her, llilue. ile ~01ssooaere, o. AUffi<lt ·~L 
sum Lo make tho dowry 10,0 0 Uvrcs.- lu the pol!S0Ra1011 of Professor Loma 
Grenier. 

2 HIC JACET 

NOB. CAll. GVIJ.JL. LOYS A BOCHAT 

JUU!S JlT HIST. IN ACAD. LAUSA'!!. 

PROl!.,El':l80R. P. 

l'OSTEA. 

PROl'ltAJ~~· EC"J.'US. 

HA'fION. PUHL. CENSOR. 1,ml. vrnm:x. 

JtECl. ACAD. scrnN"J.'. OO'l"l'INrl. 

A.n!JlW'l'. PU~TATE. PilUDENTIA. 

UJ~DANI'l'A'l'E. DOC'l'RINA. E'l' ERUD. 

MONUM. ArUD suos E'.r EX'fimos. 
CLAI\US. 

VIXIT LVIII. ANN . MEN8. 

IV. nrns xx11. omrr 

PltID. NON. APRU,. 

MDCCLIV. CONJUOI 

PER XXX. ANN. n. MER. 

FRANC. sus. "J."J,;Io80Nrnim~. 

LACltUM. HOC. SAXUM. 

P. 

The de Loys Arms, with a Count's coronet. 
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December 11, 1605. I have had occasion in Chapter LII. and 
elsewhere to speak of him, and we left him sen,ted in the profes­
sorial chair of law. 'l'o lectures on jurisprudence he soon added 
those on history, and out of his academic labours crrew historical 

0 

and legal works which gave him high reputation throughout 
Europe. 1 He also fulfilled the duty of rector or president of 
the Academy, and kept up a vast correspondence, much of which 
I found in La Grotte, with some of his writings in conjunction 
with the histc,>rian Rucbat. As an inhabitant of the rue de 
Bourg, he was one of the tribunal which condemned Major 
Davel to death in 1723. As we have seen, ownership of a house 
in this street and residence therein conferred nobility and the 
privilege of judging certain criminal cases. At an early age he 
filled the important office of assessor to the emir bcLillivcile, and 
having been appointed in 1740 comptroller-general and lieu­
tenant-bailiff, he resigned his professorship. 

The bailiff of Lausanne was the governor appointed by 
Their Excellencies of Berne, and it was the dut.y of the lieu­
tenant-bailiff to give him advice as a native of Vaud. In the 
bailiff's absence the office was filled by the lieutenant-bailiff. 
The post was both administrative aml judicial. The conr 
bciillivlile, or Court of Appeals, consisted of the bailiff, lieu­
tenant-bailiff, three assessors, and a secretary. 'l'he second, the 
feudal court, was composed as above; then the court for the 
examination of certain criminal offences, like the coiw bciillivnle, 
but without the bailiff, and with the addition of four members 
of the Council of Lalrnanne. 

M. de Loys cle Bochat, having inherited his fot-.her's paternal 
estate of La. Grotte, which incluc1ed the ancient tower anc1 

1 The following is a list of some of his works :-1. ],{~moires ponr scrvir a 
l'Histoire dn d~Oi1rend r.iit1·e le Pape et le ('anion de L1tccrnc d. l'occasion dit 
bannissemcnt dn czm! <l'And1m11att .. 2. R1'11011sc ri la. R1)fntation d'un annnymc. 
3. Onvrcigcs pour d contrc lcs Servwcs «traoigers, considi'ri's d1t c6l1! dn droit et 
cle lei mornle. 4. Epistoz.ica disscrtaUo <1na declnratur L(l!pis anUqn11s, i·n 
loco, ubi quondmn Lousmma fnit ~(j'osus [sic], et de nonnul/.is cul IItlvctiaJ 
RomanaJ nntfr1nit,iics 11crtiuentibns aryw11entis cz.isscritur. Ii. M«11wircs cri.tirzucs 
11011.r scrv·ir d'eclaircisscmcnts .mr divers 1Joints cfo l'I-Iistoire ancicmw de ki 
81'.issc. et snr ses JJ1onw1wnts d'a.11t.fr1nit«s. li. JJian~festc mi suJd de lei 0011-
spiratwn d1!convcr/o ci Dernc mi .J•unlct 1719. 7. JJ1at<'riaux paw· mw Ilistoire 
litt<'rairc de la 811issc. 8. Commc11tai1·c Mtr le Plnfot gcm•ral. H. Notes snr 
le Plaict gJntml. 'He is also the author of various articles in tl1e Jouma.l 
Helvctiqne and in the M1ts1'r- Helvetiqne. He was one of the principal 
founclers of the collection entitled the Biblioth~gue Italirz1w.'-De Montet. 
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p::wilion, purchased from the L::rnsanne authorities, July 1, 1750, 
the contiguous buildings, which hucl also formed part of the 
Monastery of St. Francis, and had been somewhat injured by 
fire. 1 Uniting these under one roof, he came a few months 
later to reside in the renovated La Grotte. 

His official position and family influence made him the most 
important person in Lausanne. His wife (nee Susanne de 
'l'eissoniere) possessed beauty and accomplishments, aml under 
her direction the hospitalities of La Grotte became proverbial. 
Her family had been obliged by tho revocation of the Edict of 
Nantes to fiy to Holland; and it was, as already noted, in the 
quaint town of Utrecht that c1e Loys de Bochat, in the com:se 
of his travels, made the acquaintance of Susanne de Teissoniore. 
The de Teissonieres removecl a short time after to the Hague, 
where M. d'Ayrolles, brother-in-law of Mme. de 'l'eissoniere, 
was British Minister, and here de Loys de Bochat mal'l'ied her 
elder daughter. Mme. de Bochat had thus before her mar­
riage known the most polished society. La Grotte, in the 
life-time of the Lieutenant-Bailiff, became the resort of all the 
distinguished people who visited Lausanne, and his nephew, 
George Deyverdun, therefore possessed the best social advan­
tages. 

Professor de Bochat was a member of the Academy of 
Sciences of Gottiugen, and of various other learned bodie~. 
'l'he letters which poured in upon 1\{me. de Bochat after his 
death (17 b1·), from all parts of the Continent ancl from Enghud, 
show the mJeem in which he was held by the foremost rnimfa of 
the day. Gibbon speaks of studxing his works, and it was his 
good fortune to make l'YI. de Bochat's personal acquaintance the 

1 The deed of purchn,se is endorsed thus: 'Purchase by Noble ancl Generous 
Charles Guillaume <le J,oys, seignior of Bochat. Lieutenant-Bailiff ancl ciLizen 
of Lausanne, and Virtuous Suaa.une Francois':l '.rcssonniere, his wife, from the 
Seigneurie of L1~uannne, on the !lrst of July, 1750,' by which the Seit;'lliors of 
Lausanne, the oursier, ~he B1mnerets, &c., sell to M. de Boeh1~t, 'les Mti· 
ments incendi6s de In. Grotto,' wit h the place, ~arden, and torrnce s i~nated in 
the rear of the church of St. Francis, upon the condition that tho pmchasers 
shall keep in repair that part of the city walls which form a portion thereof, 
for the price of 7 ,500 Jiorins, plus the expenses for wine, the town-crier, oflicors, 
&c. '.!.'his document is signed' Secret11n.' 'file wine allowed to the secretary 
of the Charnbre <Economic1ne cle Lausanne cost fifteen thalers, to the town· 
crier seven thalers and a half, and to the oflicers one thaler.-From the un­
published MS. collections of Mme. Constantin Grenier, discovered by the author 
in L11 Grotte. 
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yea.r before his death, in the mansion which thirty years later 
became his own abode. 

M. de Boc1rnt was a fervent freemason, and I found in 
J~a Grotte a frag111eut of a discourse by him in defence of that 
hotly. George Deyverduu and Gibbon followed in the footsteps 
of their illustrious predecessor, both being earnest masons. 
'l'he masonic body in t:lwitzerland wa.s then under the direction 
of the English masonic authorities, and had no political 
affiliations. 

M. de Loys de Bochat had bequeathed the half of the house 
and grounds of La Grotte to his wife, and the other half to his 
sister, Etienne Susanne c1e Loys, wife of Noble Samuel cln 'l\~il, 
late J\fojor in the service of Their Excellencies. On October l!i, 
1754, Mme. c1e Bochat purchased her sister's share for 10,GOO 
francs, of 10 baches, 1 and also obtained possession of the furni­
ture in the grand salon. 

The inventory of the latter comprisecl : A green brocatel 
tapestry, six tapestried armchairs, six i::maller armchairs harp­
like, a large sofa covered with rich silk, a bench covered with 
green plush, two foot-stools covered with brocatel tape~try, a 
screen with tn.pestry, the window cmtains of fine and new cloth 
and white inner curtains, a tall pier-glass in a gilt frame, a 
marble and gilt console table, a clock whose case was in 8culp­
tured and gilded black wood, seven crystal lustres in gilt bronze, 
two gilt bronze candelabras for the mantelpiece, two portraits 
of a Prince and Princess of Hesse. The other portraits in the 
salon already belonged to Mme. de Bochat.2 

After M. de Dochat's death La Grotte con1inuec1 its traditions. 
His widow remained a personage of the highe::>t social authority, 
and her nephew George Deyverdun resided with her. The 
eminent Professor Escher of Zurich, writing to her November 12, 

1 The value of the bitche or batz at this time being 15 centimes, a franc of 
10 batz was worth 1 fr. 50 c. Mme. de Bochat therefore p11id the equiv:tlent of 
15,750 francs of present money. 

" This unpnblislied parchment document in Mme. Constantin Grenier's 
collection is endorsed: 

'Cession et Acquis en faveur de Noble et Vertueuse Sns!lnne Fmnyoise 
Teissonniere, veuve de fen Noble et Gimerenx Charles Guillaume De J,oys 
vivant Seigneur de ]Jochat et Lieutenant Ballival de Lausanne, ot Cantre 
Ollenr general de elite ville; Contro Noble et Vertueuse Etienne Susanne de 
Lays, femme de Noblo et Genereux Samuel Du '.I'eil, Citoyen clu dit Lausanne, 
et cy devant Major pour le Service de LL.EE. Du 16 Octobre 1754.' 
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17G2, spen,ks of La G-rotte, 'where all the elite of Ln.usmme 
assemble,' and says that his frienc1 Professor Hers ancl his wife, 
whenever tht~y recall the politeness and goodneRs of Mme. de 
Bochat, fall into ecstasies over her exquisite qualities. He 
mentions in the same letter (unpublished) that M. and Mme. 
Hers had been charmec1 to make the acquaintance of 'the 
celebrated Rousseau, in whose house they clined ancl supped, 
and who treated them with the utmost politeness .... 'fhe 
Professor has indeed become one of his most zealous partisans 
... and Voltaire is as much detested at Zurich as Rousseau 
is venerated and loved.' The Professor adds that Rousseau is 
really a Christian, and the sceptical ideas in the third part of 
Eni·ile were the doubts of a Savoyard, and not his own.1 

Captain Samuel Deyverdun records in his journal, July 23, 
1759, the sad and terrible news of the de::tth of M. de M::tnnlich 
de la Chennhz,2 who was killed while acting in the army of 
Fmrice as brign,dier, being at the time lieutenant-colonel of the 
Swiss regiment Jene;· Berno·is. Having been ordered to take by 
assault the fortified town of Mi.lnster in Westphalia, defended 
by the troops ofH::tnover, M. de la Chenalaz received a bayonet 
thrust in the breast during the attack, n,nd was stretched dead 
upon the ground. He wn,s honourably interred by the French 
army. 'We have been much worried by his death. He was 
my com;in-gerrnan through his father, M. de Mannlich de 
Bettens, 3 killed at the siege of Friburg in Brisgau, in 1713, at 
the end of the \Var of the Sp::tnish Succession. The latter was 
also a valiant officer. He was major of the de Vilbrs regiment 
at the time of his death, and if he had survived he would have 
early acquired a very high rank. M. de la Chenalaz had a great 
friendship for us, which we reciprocated anc1 always testifiecl. 
He was the godfather of my daughter Lisette, to whom he had 
made n, legacy of one thousand livres in his will, but as she 
died a year before him we lost the money. But he te8tifiecl to 
his good feeling of relationship by appointing my three sons, 
even the youngest, as legateeR, together with M. [de Saussure J 

1 Autograph letter in the au~hor's collections. 
' M. Jean J~ouis de l\fannlich, petit bomgeois of Berne, March, 1727. 
' M. J. Marc de Mannlich. From the genealogical pedigree of the cle 

Mannlich family, extracted from the MS. Livre d'Olivier, by M. Jules F. 
Piccard, for the author. 
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de St. Cicrge and Mme. d'A nhonne (brother n,nd sister, children 
of M. [de Saussure, second Baron] de Bercher, and grand­
children of the late lieut.-general [de J.Vlannlich J de Bet tens), 
whom he has named as heirs of all his property. Everything 
was collected from all quarters, and after M. de St. Cierge had 
kept what he thought fit for himself and his sister, the remainder 
was sold. My two elder sons arranged everything in accord­
ance with M. de St. Cierge's ·wishes. When the sales Imel taken 
place, it was suggested that an agreement should be drawn up 
between the two heirs and my three sons ; and although M. cle 
St. Cierge and Mme. d'Aubonne asked too much, my two elder 
sons consented, and an agreement was made whereby they ceded 
all their shares in the legacy in rnturn for the sum of about 
5,700 livres of 10 batz batween them and their youngest 
brother, who was a minor. They pressed me to sign for the 
latter. If I had been the master I would not have come to any 
terms, hut should have been of the opinion that my sons ought 
to await events; tht:1 more so as it was said tlrnt the property 
amounted to better thnn thirty thousand livres. But many 
persons frightened my sons by saying that there would be a 
great law-suit between them n,ncl the members of the de Saussure 
family, in case the entail were opened in their favour. '110 this 
fear was added the allurement of entering into the imrnedi::tte 
possession of about two thousand francs en,ch. My two eldest 
sons received four thousand francs in good securities left by M. 
cle la Chenalaz, with the endorsement of the heirs, in accordance 
with the law. As for the youngest, my wife and my other sons 
negoti::ttecl his two thousand livres, and I saw nothing of them.' 

July 19, 1759, Mme. Deyverdun exchanged certain at'ticles 
of her fine pewter service for 'plats a, la mode campanne.' 

October 5, friends cn,me to inform them in gren,t haste that 
(~eorge had received the post of JusLicier. rl'he appointment 
w;i,s a snrprise to ewryone, because M. Seignenx, son of M. 
Pierre Reigneux, had wilJ1clrawn in favour of M. le :Maire, 
senior, who hncl the support of all the councillors of the Bour­
gemste. But George Deyverdnn received the votes of the coun­
cillors of the Nobility because his friend M. de Sanssure, the 
junior of M. le Chatelain Polier_(' our good friend and relative'), 
retired in his favour. 



300 IIISTORIC STUDIES IN 

January 15, 1760, Councillor Tiergier was named Banneret, 
in the place of M. Secretan the younger; and M. le Chatelain 
Polier became Councillor. 

August G, ' Mlle. de Saussin, 1 my sister Deyverdun, my 
wife, and myself, left Les Uttins for Cottens, on a visit to Messrs. 
and Mme. de Crinsoz de Cottens, our relatives, who, having 
invited us, sent us their pretty and commodious chariot. vVe 
arrived at 5 in the afternoon . . . and renewed our ancient 
friendship. vVe were most graciornily received, and were invited 
to dine at Colombier. . . . We also drove to Cossonay, where 
we passed a whole day chci met cous'ine Guem. We returned to 
Les Uttins on Wednesclay at noon, having breakfasted at Morges 
with M. l' Assesseur-B[tillival Mayor. We stayed a week with 
our relatives, and they showed the highe::it satisfaction in seeing 
us in their home. After our absence we were delighted to find 
our own house in excellent order, ::md that our three upper 
servants had watered, swept, and taken care of our gardens.' 2 

CHAPTER CXXlX 

NEAH the Journal of Samuel Deyverc1un, in the same worm­
eaten box, I found a Diary of his eldest son George, containing 
his opinion of the characters of various persons in the society of 
Lausanne. It was begun eleven months after Gibbon's arrival, 
and shows the simple and healthy life led, in the middle of the 
last century, at Lausltnne. As a rule the breakfast-hour wns 
before eight, dinner was a mid-day meal, and supper an 
importnnt one. People in society retired between eleven and 
twelve and rose about seven. After their toilet, an interval 
with the perruquier usually followed. Much of the time wns 
spent in the open air. 

Deyverdun, at this time, seems to have observed his religious 
duties with great regularity, saying his prayers night and 
morning, reading the lessons of the day, :ind attending church 

1 George Deyverdun spells the name Sosein in hi s journal. 
2 Unpublished journal of Captain Samuel Deyverdun, found by the author 

in La Grotte. 
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on Sunday. He was devoted in his attention to his Aunt 
Jv!aclame de Loys de Bochat, ttnd passed several holll'a daily ~ 
l' a.ding to l1er from tb Bible aud from val'ious au hors, of 
whom on was Volt!!ire, then near in pe1·son. 

Les Uttins, constantly mentioned by eyverdun was one of 
the country-seats of his fomily. It came to them ' from Mme. 
T iasoniAre, who, May 2, 1739, divided her property equally 
between her eldest da.nghter, Susanne (Mme. de Loys de 
Bochat) and Madeleine (Mme. Samuel Dey vertl1m). :Mme. de 
Bocht;~t J'eceivecl Vfuious English and Swiss secw-itiee ; Mme. 
D yverdun being given Les Uttins with its appurtenances, and 
C(ll'bai 11 other securities. 

M. Daniel Mirou ,.Doctot of Laws and bourgeois of J ourlens 
wh~se son is fi.·equently mentioned in the Diary, was the legnl 
udVIser of Mme. '.l.1eissoniere at the division of her p1•oper y, 
b fo1·e she !efo Jou:\.'tens to live with M. aml Mme. de L ys de 
Bochat a.t L~ G·rotte. 1 Mme. T ' issoniere die~ eru:ly in 17 4i7 nt 
tLe age of lghby.; and, M. de Loys de Boch,at dying a few yenrs 
l~tel\ George Deyvel'<Jun came to La Grotte as a compMion bo 
lus .A.uni;. I~ ~aa wh ile thei·e that he 1-epti this Diary, an<.l 
reoe1vecl the V1S1ts of Gibbon. 

L.es Uttins foll iuto d cny, and W!IB destroyed by M. :le 
Ila1clima11,c1 about fifty years ago because it int nupted the view 
of the lake. I possess n. pen-and-ink view of the ruins giv n 
to me .~Y Mrn ·. rfo Loya cle T:reytoneos, m ther of the Marquis 
de Loy -Ohandteu, who r;l>:etchac1 tilie scene in her girlhood. 

1 CorLifi.o~te of the Notru'y Oourln ~, ~lat .ed May 11, 1739, nud conlll'lllP.tion 
of the~ dlv1s1on ot the ptope1·t-y .siguecl by Det111lents, Ila'ili.ff ot Lauae.nne, 
M11y ~1.1. 178~. (I1!'om tl1e unpubl~ed mmiuscript oolleotiona ot Mme. Con­
a~an~ Gt.e1~J~, dis(Jovo1·ed by the a.uthm· in La. Grotte.) 

This cllvmon wa,a mride by Mme. '.l'oi~eouJilrn npo·n ~he express µ.ndersta.ni,l . 
ing thn.L, ~s long 1\s Divina Proviclenoo should fo1~i·e hel' on eru:th each of her 
~wo SOIJ.!l·ll!·law--M:. clo .Boohnt and M. Samuel Deyvcirdnn-sllollld pa.y to her 
1mn1~~ly, 111 . qua1·tecly mst~ents, lli.e sum of 150 livl'e11 in Swiss silv11r, on 
concM10.ri besides that the s11.1d st11n sho\llcl bo <1ssui:ecl her in the security of 
the sa11~ l'~.l llropedy ol eMh of ltm· lmid sons-in-law, and of M. Bergier de 
:Pont, l'ltmrnter ofihe Holy Gospel at L111iennne; i:mcl on condition moreover 
that.11iter b •i.• ~o~th he1· two cl11.ugbters 11~~1·eao.id should ee.cl1 pa.y to 'her cousin: 
Mane Oui'Sel, livmg ,a.t Bw;litt, m roooi;mtmu of the tondor love and frlenclahip 
a.he lrnd a.lwayll lllll.IJ1fllll te1~ towards Mme. 'Veissc;mi ~rn aml her fo111ily, the surn 
of 100 !'r/J.ue~ yenl!ly. This cilvisiou was beartily approved by Mme. do Loya 
tle Bo<1ho.L and .her .hll$bat;d. !famuol Deyverdun mr1do ee1·i1\in obje I.ions in 
l.~10. nume of llis w1te, fl t\)'lll (: th11t she would htwe preferi:erl her moth& not to 
dmde her property nntil hei: d~aih, hub he nnd bis wile finally aigned in 
flgreement. 
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Near by was built, in 1770, the house called Le Petit 
Ouchy, now L'Elysee. 1 It belonged originally to P rofessor 
Rosset de Rochefort, nnd came to Colonel Henri de Molin 
de Montagny through his wife, da11ghte1· of the Professor. 
Towards the end of the last and early in this century it was 
a summer residence of Mme. de Stai.il, who received there a 
large nncl select circle. In lrnr salons Mme. Recamier, Baron 
Constant d'Hermeuches, and Benjamin Constant often appeared 
together in comedies. In 1832, the then M. cle Molin sold the 
property to Count de Satge-Nt. J ean, who named it L'Elysee, 
and it was recently acquired by M. Gustave J~erdonnet of 
Lausanne. 

M. Benjamin Bugnion (1G95-1777), who heh1 various high 
offices in the itrlrninistration of Lausmme, who was ch1ltelain of 
Chesen,ux and councillor of the Two Hm1clred, owned n, property 
next to Le Petit Ouchy cnllecl Monchoisi. 2 His son Anthony 
(1733-1791), cnlled 'the Englishman,' was the intimate friend 
of Deyverdun, married Mlle. Mallet, of the Island of Jersey, 
livetl in 1777-78 at La Grotte, and ln,ter at Monchoisi, where 
he died without issue. The property then passed to the 
d'Arll~ns' family. 'l'he house was well known. Voltaire, nnd 
later Mme. Recamier and Mme. de S t:tol, n,re saicl to have actecl 
in the dmwing-room. It wn,s bought in 1817 by Mlle. de 
Ceijat, who left it to her nephew, M. Auguste de Cerjat, the 
present proprietor. 

Gibbon ancl George Deyvenlun no doubt became acquainted 
shortly after the latter's arrival from Baslc.\ as tl1e P uvilliards 
and the Deyverduns were intimately n,cquainted. In this Dia1y 
Gibbon is twice called 'M. de Guiben,' aml once ' Gnibon': 
the absence of any characterisation, such n,s the diarist gives to 

1 The author possc:;ses the original plan of this p roperty. 'I gave your 
message to Mme. de Bercher in a charming situation, whore we passocl [Ill day 
::lunday. It W[l,S at Ouchy chcz 1\1. le Professe ur Rasset. We hacl before us [1,11 
the beauties of nature, as wdl as good company, the th ought of you and of our 
friendship.'- -Letter of M. ::leigneux de Correvon to M. de L ays cl 'Orzcns, 
December G, 1750 ; from the unpublished MSS. of the Marquis de Loys· 
Clmnclieu. 

" 'fhe [l,rrns of :Cenjmnin Dngnion, painted in oil u11on a wooden p[lnel, [Ind 
b~aring his ll[lme, were set up over his sen,t in the Council of the Two Hundred, 
November 1, l 7G4.-From Notes on th e Dngnion family prepared for the 
author by M. Charles A. Bugnion jils of Lausanne, 1879. 
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other acquaintances, is no doubt due to the fact that the two 
had been for some time friends. 

A jealousy had xi.sted b ore the death of M. de Lays de 
Bo?hat be~ween~e. de Bochat e.nd her sister Mme. Deyverdun. 
Tlus, mamfested in t11e COl'J:esponJence between Mme. de Bochat 
and her god-daughter Mme. Folloppe, arose from the fact that 
Mme. Deyverdun had children while her sister had none· but this 
feeling seems to have entirely subsided, and we find tl1at when 

eorge WO.B talcen under the sp cio.t r rotection of bis Aunt 
l\!l:rne. Deyverdun was a freq uent visitor o.t La totte. Georg~ 
J yverdun was entmstet.l with the anangement of M. tle 
B cha,t's MSS., as appears by bis Dinry,-from which a few 
clauses must here suffice us: 

'JI.fay 31 (1754). Supped at Les Uttins with the Minister 
Pavilliard, and Messrs. Mallin pere et fi li; ; returned at 10. M. 
Pavilliard the most honest man in every way that I know· he 
is so honest that he injures his own affairs.' ' 

'June 1. Went out at 5 o'clock, ill, for a walk on the 'l'errace. 
M: t.M. de Guibon (i;ic), Veis de Molans, l\fontagny, the ALbC1, 
l\~orrnn the, elder. VeIS de Molans (l\follens), a Bernese, lives 
with Controleur Secretan ; has little genius or politeness, is a 
caviller and a rake.' 

'2, 'un,day. W nt co chnrch at 8, received the Oonununion 
heard M. Dutoit Agtt t, good serm n ; npon my return received 
th~ visit of Li1udet. . . . . Linrdet, '.Ministe~-, gov rnor of a 
Milord. . . . . Milord without genfos, di~ipated, not straight­
forward, and ill-mannered.' 

' 5. M. Jacot; an extremely amusing relater of anecdotes. I 
haJ never heard him preach before ; he gave us n, very eloquent 
sermon.' 

'July l~. M. Pavilliard has taken a liking for me, and I 
shouk~ se~ h1m frequently but for the number of his occupn,tions 
and 111s wife Carbonella,.' 

'lG. W ent at 5 to Graml's, where I found de Sonn az and 
ue Owusaz playing at tarots (a game of Cards); pluyed and lost 
20 sols. I w~\s ill, and they forct:ic1 me to play, so (;o say.' 
. 'August l. Awol:i:e and got llJ.'.l o.t 8, said my µrnyers, walhtl 
m the gru:den, rend tihe Br~t omedy of D touches breo.kfusted 
read 0 1)0.g s of Bayle alld Q'.lade eAlil"ncbs, arranged the M

1 
, i'. 
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of tb la.te M.. de Boch.o.b dined read two Comedies of 
Destoucb s, r a.cl to my aunt 40 pages of t l.ta Joul'Ilal Lit­
terairn, dranl· tea, read 30 pages of the same, supped, read 
5 pages of the same, r a.cl the chapter of the Epistle to th 
Hehr ws and the Psalm for the clay in my r om, read one 
Comedy of Destouches, said my pray<>rs, mmt to bed nt mid­
night.' 

'111is of Allgn t 1 is a fair specimen of mar1y days entered 
in ·he Diary, the volumes ret~d being of couTse dilforeut. 
Leng! t, R gnarl, Oamo ,ns, 1t1 ntesquieu, P etronius, f_,utlwig, 
Swift., R1\pin-Thoyra.<.11 B1.u·cla.y, Pop , the Letters o(' Mm . d 
Sevigne, and above all Voltnir u.ppear to ho.ve been the favonrite 
books. 

CHAPTEH OXXX 

M. GAl:IU.IEL DE ~EI NEUX m: ORREV01 (1Ci05-l77u), often 
mentioned in eorge D yv rdtm's .Journal, and of whom and 
his ancestors I have ,]s where spoken, 1 was the a n of tl1 

flS!-i SI'! r f' the bailiwick J an Lottie; 1 1 eigneux and Sui;l:J;ru~ · 
de So.ussul' his wile, ttncl wu horn ab Lausanne in the same 
year 11 hil:l fri u<l arnl connection l\f. ue Loj1; de J3ochat. In 
t;he summer of 175· 'abl·iel WL'ote to h'is 1• IHtive 1.. d · Loya, 
!'loignior of Orzens, f1·om t he n ighbourho LI of Ouehy-thnt he 
111.d fled from town in ordel" to njoy IJ1 lib rty of lihe count1·y. 

'We f nn, he snya, 'a little rtipuLlic free from nU int -r­
ferenc , suffici nHy resembling 11 st11t of nntiu·e, We ore ight, 
nud sometim ten, masters . m· c·wwine is e · 11enf;, and 001· 

table simple and abundant. We know how t ctuit and how to 
1n, tone another a ain, how to vary our 1·eal1iug, our inte1·vi WR 

and our promenad . At onfl m meut we o.r in the m1clst of 
th most perfect calm on th 11orc1 rs of an n.gitated 11.i,ke ; ngr~i 11, 
in the turmoil of a so iety angmente<l by som adv rsa,Ti s, 
within sight of a t ra11quil lak . In foot, nll the movements of 
this lak i nter I; us; it- f;ecurity il.\creases or own; its witves, 
more often smiling than angry, give us a <le omtion inc :s::mtly 

1 ArmH: 'I.,'{,cu 6cn.rte1": d 'or et d 'n.rgcnt, au sceptre d'or Jl eur-clc-lis~ pos6 
en lmrnle et brocl111nt wr le tout.' 
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chn11<,.i1w () ) . . 

" n· · nr ;; wru 1H al!Ull'Ltc,cl b · f indm:trv 'L'l 1 J · ' ' Y an au· o · commerce ancl 
.; · · 10 a Jom· of the l}C I .1 

us fool the iwice of tl op e ongageu abont us makt•s 
rn care thc>y hest 1 t 1 our repost> TI . b 1 · ow anL ) ie sweetness of 

. ' · 10 ar rn, tlrn g-alioh a d tl ,_ 
arnvo, raise or loi"er tl ·, .1 '· ' ' 11 rn uoats that pass 

. · rnII s111 s tack . · b . ' 
wluch are tossed ·ibout t'} 01 swun efore the wind, 

, ' upon ie waJ-.ers , . . 
safety of the Irnrbour~fi , 01 enjoy awhile the 

• _1 . 01 m a iipectacle for tl 
mmu whwh instructs and , ie eyes and the amuses us At 1 enter a boat and seated be 'd · any 1our we can 

' • ' s1 e an expe . · 1 fi 
take of l1is joys in the s ·t h. 1 i:encec ishornrnn, par-
dish.' 1 p01 w le 1 gives us an additional 

Gibbon soon after his arrival at La , 
taste for country life . d . 1, us:mw. also showed some 

1 . an man y exercrnes tV 1 f 1 . 
nm nng excursions and ·I . 1 . . ,. . e rear o us 
I ' as nng lli3 father to , 11 h. 
essons in the ridiuo·-school 2 1 . h 1 . . .i ow un to take 

frequented as he btl ·ht '": uc . us relative Lord Eliot had 
· ' 10uo rt m1o·ht t h 
However, he seems not ~ h· o . s reugt en his health. 
soon abandoned th1's o. uveAacqmred any proficiency, arnl 

exercise f 
suggested to the elder GiLb .tl . ew mont.hs later Pavilliard 

on Iat it would be I · bl ,. 
son to have a little c1is1 , t' . l es1ra e wr his 
J • .iac 1011, some g·arety d t 

t nng of society as th' · 1 . ' ' an o see some-,. ,,, rsuug1terad1cateh'· l 
( nb!Jon seems to liav tl cl rn rat ier somlJre moO!l 

. e ms gra ua!Iy eme, . l fi . . 
rtitreat. W e get 1. . iget rom his anstern 

a g impse of Lansam · · 
year of Gibbon's sojourn from tl J) 11 1e. socrn~y m the second 
of ]\fme. Polier: ie o owmg unpublished letter 

'I must sp.eak to you of the 1·1· 1 
1h. · , 11e we ead here t L 

~ is wmter. We have ,. , , tl a ausannfl 
1 giea y mrn1sec1 oursel n 1 ' 
ms been constantly en<r[JPed. for 1 , . ves. n le s lmrnJ 

nigltt. M. [<le Constant] :nr Ja!lls .duhnng the <lay and tho 
, . ' .. ermeuc ws as g· · . 
Ll·1rts, wlwrem various v· I. I . ' iveu some con-

10 ms, rnrpinehord,, and fl t . l 
i.•ccompanirnents ·i·oyom;ly to 1- . ·t d '" . u es, w1t.1 vocal 
tl ' · '· 0 ~ p<11 an the , · 1 r ie clwrus My 1· 11. ' young gu 8 iormed 
I 

, . t .tug J ,tw was uf the numl . , B 
s rnne far above 'tll otl , t tl Jei. ut tho;;e wbc 
1, ' rnr 8 a · rnse enterta · t 
c Hcrrnenches by Irnr vo· , ]\'. 0 • mmen ·s were J\1:me. 

' ice., :L rw1o·neux p b 1· • 

son of Colonel cle Crous·1z '1'1 . . I·, t. "' , " ·cose y ns, and the 
1. ' '· le cL .ter phycd b , · c 1ous a manner tltat , , , ' ass m so melo-

evei yone was enchanted I 1· · rn.ve never 
' Atir•iwt 10 IFS . tr 1 1 Chr111die~ . · ' "' ' ttnpu JS le< ' from the ltl'chivcs of the Bful'(Jllis 1 L .. 
' '.rol'n down in 18!.Hi. ' c 

0 
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,fte who plami as well . ,Ai;, th re are alwnys i\l-
seen anyone GUl · 'J ~ h 

.i..... l s who infuse hittemess '11to whatever they touc , 
mi;vurec person · II 
s in Lhes pu.rt.ies a similar sit1uiti n was re: eh d. ~- a r-
menches ga.v a fite to the young people, and ev rythmg .. wen~ 

f U til Orn one pln.ced o. note un.d r a chandelier at 
SUCC . I:! U y UU . B • • • U nl 
the eutra.n . It was writt n with _lemon JUlC~ and co.o.l o Y 
be read by the light of a :fu-e or cnnul . Therein the llllSt~e~s r 
the bous was loudly1w11ii:!ed, but th others ev roly sa.tms, d 
and I lJ lieve M. d' enneuches him£ lf was badly treated. Th~ 

d t f th ·-- i .~ 0wu author w gen rn.lly b lamed. Som 
con UC 0 lJ-W'.U • M r li . 
other evil-uisposed persons wrotB to ~ern . o.ttncking .. o .. t 

h 
, .. r~- · t .1 ·u · avillia i·u lt IB S1ud that M. Poli ·1 is 

t e J1'.U.ulS er , a.nu .ll;i. . • :L · 11 
to hn.u Yl1ty. This mu t ha.va b·en d ne by really_ c pcl~ . ~ 

1 
glt must b onfessed that M. J Li.er is attont1vely l?oht,e 

P op e. · It I l h · 
to all thos who merit it. If he ha.~ not t~n it ~, e p ySlogu~my 

h l 't y bis co1ut.es o.ud wit. I t:.hus inform you i 't11 
e i:ep. aces l . 1 gosp l [ uews] of the dny. I lmow tho.t soct ty has l ~ very 

gay also a.t Vevey, ttnd trust tl:mt you have b en sufficiently 

weU to take your shal' in it.' 
1 

The seignior oC Hermenches o.llnd d to . w~ anrn_el do 
Oonstn.ut J3aron de Reb cqo.e (1G76-l 75G), se1glllor of Villars-
1\l a: .. , 12 1. 0 h"d purchased iiha seigniory of lJ 1•111 ncbes fr rn 
.il Hl l\\Z1 Wu " . . , U , . · , 
M. Louis u yv 1·cltm and lns wi1 , n6e roustiz e 01. 1er, 

arents of if me. u Goll, and uncle and .mmt f eol'ge Dey­
; rJun. Iu hapt rs XX.VIII . (lind XL VI. I have l' ·~ 1·r d t . 

bi 
d to his family. Ile marri a nose Rusanne, daughtet· of 

ID O.U B. . t' t "t] 
Louis de Saussure Baron of "B rchi r . e wus m ·imo. ·e wi 

1 

TT l'·- ·. and reno~ned not nly G l' his militnry n.bilii;y btlt for 
v 0 .... U' ) • bli 1 d 
his l it ai·y ta.at · a. I possess o. num~er of lus unpo .s 1e ve1·ses1 

· te ~ to m !Jy my friend M Ern at h:.wo.nnes. commun1ca (1 · • 
It was in thiR y<>.ar that Gi\Jl)on became a frer1ue11t guest at 

the receptions of M:. cl' ermenclie.-,. . . 

T1 
. t ' t un[ ubl1'ah tl c l'l' r ondence of the tun e, among 

ie in mm e . . . 
the manuscripts in my po.,session, giveinterestmg bits of gossip, 

I A t . h latter or Mrue. Olu1.1·Jotte :Polior de DrnWgny. ?lt!t! ae Loys, \~~!) 
of M. Je~~ti1i.brahnm Poli r, salgnior. ot .oumoilns or Urettlgny, from o 

nr 1t(f6n~~;:;!it~~60~0t~i~~~11~1f;~~(~~i~· Oonslnnt d. R_l1eoqutt in th~ 
: anus~l'i lt coll ·otioQ.8 (If ~l1e aL1bll.ur. The s 1g01or Oi 0rrue11 

~h~su~~db~~ ~lt:iht of ~imting nncl tiShl.ng, of jttriadiction , and o! n.i\vowson. 
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::mu sit w t,h 1· lo.t.i. us existing butw n. the society of Lo.usa.nne 
aud Lhe uiifer- 11 t cou1 ·t.f:!. Every uobl family in the Pays ae 
Va.ad had a repr s ntaLive at smne on of tJr C+erma.n cotUt.':I, 
or Jllcrh ill position in Prance, or holding distinguiahed mili'ta.Ty 
rank. This produc d a polished soci ty which drew its s nti ­
ments and br eding from the best sourc sin Iilurop , the Fr nch 
inDuence being pur ticulmly beneficial. 

One se that this cla s was bjultly cultured, s izing with 
eo.g rn ss apon very n w work which issued from t h pl' s, 
and ev n p sing som about from hand to l1 and in mn.nuscri r t. 
.A. membei· of the family circl , male or ~male, in a cha.teau, 
read alottcl, and later the book wn.a wiLtily uiscuss J aml tlle 
theme thrashed out. 'l'he volume then journcycJ from mm 
friendly manor to another, and when it had been critici~ed in 
ach.cenhre, vi ws w -re interchanged o.s to if;s intrinsic merit .. 

The gracefnl p rsouality of Mme. de la. Pottl'ie pr s n t.s 
itRelf t us in a seri s of lett rs to h r fath r, th Bm·gomastlw 
tle Seigneux ( tle Cm•revou,} of Latlsm.m.e, from Lb court of 
·w ilbourg, then the c011t'r of the rman Duchy of Nassau, 
r ulod ov r by the l in of assau-Wl:lill urg, descendants of 
Walrn.m IV. of the elder Jin , who was father of Ad lphus f 
Nn-ssau , i11g of · emrn,ny, 1292-1298. Within this fovotu· d 
t erritory waB tlie beaut iful valley of the Lahn, t.he towns of 
Wiesbad en, Diez, Dillenburg, and H erborn; the watering­
places Ems, Seltrr::; , arn1 Schwalbaeh; and the renowned vine­
yards of Johannisberg, Hochheim, ltudesheim, and Asrnanns­
hausen. 

W can. well imagio.e Mme. de la Pottr ie, wltil wri~ing, 
rair-ing her ey s from time to time to vi ·w the gardens, the 
wiuc1ing 1·iv r with it.s 11 igh banlrn at their £ t, arnl l;h noble 
ti·ees in the great pa.rk. 

She speaks of the cle;i,th of M. de Severy, which profoundly 
affiicted her. If it were possi1ill~, she would wish to have about 
her all the persons that am dear to her ; without this she can 
n t b exempt from Mxi ty. The simplicity of 1i£ at the 
smaller G nnan courts of tbat clt y scn.rc ly civo.lled the 
etiquette of the Bailiff's comt at Lnu1;;a1m •I am attached,' 
she sUJys, ' to ·t;he p r on of the pciri ess 1•1,1.1;.h r from t.nste than 
duty. N Jbwib11stf.liuding, ii'. a1)pea. ·s from bei• conduct that; she 

x 2 
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wishm; to have me nen.r her. She is very fonJ of wa.lking, lrnt 
I Jo not accompany her, as I rnn not equal to long e:x:eurni.ons 
on foot. I go with her whenever she drives out. ~hn went 
some clays avo to nrnlrn her first call upon the Prrncess cle 
Uohenlohe, tl10 wife of the Graml .T uJge at W etzlar. l 'L'h.e 
latter rrpresents the person of the Emperor there. Wetzlar rn 

only t,bree leagues from \Veilbonrg. We after~arcls went to 
cli1rn with the Countess de Wit, whm;e fat.lrnr is one of the 
prcsit1ents of the chamhet", and at four o'clock we accompani.erl 
the Princess on her return to the palace of the Gri:mc1 ,J mlge, 
who was as gracious a tirince a,s he could be in French, con­
sidering thnt he und rsti.mJs it 'but f:'lightly .. A ball w~s about 
to b e giv n for the youug p l: l . By the t1m~ everytlung was 
in ~·eadin ss w were obliged to leave ; besH1es, the c01u~­
mouming for Prince Charles, who had diell November 9th, ~1J 
not permit of t,he Prince anll Princess remaining. Mournmg 
is worn here in the same manner as with us. 2 Woollen dresses 
are not out of place at jll'eseut, for it lrns been quite cold for 
some Jays. The Prince has flak u iidvan l:D.g of the t roper i1tur 
to put on his skcttes. Louis fiucl~ it ch<il·tning to hav th P 1·­

mis8ion to accompany him, a.ml to gliU.e l~l)IJut aH much us he 
pleases-a thing lrn learuecl to rlo very w 11 t•t. col ll.'ge. .M. d. 
1a Jlottrie has sent him to th R ector, who is ::1 mi~n f ment 
and an excellent, t eachm. He remains there from the morning 
uutil four in t.he ~ttternoon, when he retnrns to the castle or 
visits sorne bllies in t.he town. EverylJocly has a thousam1 
kindneHHes for him. It is a life which i11eases him infinitely. 
His father is clelightecl with him, hi:; mastter equally 80. The 
latter finds that he leams with the greatest facility. As for his 
eldest brother, Augustus, the idea of making him a srivnnt must 
be put, asi.ue. His father tells me that he is four times as lively 
and tempeRtuous as T,ouis, [1ncl yet a very good boy. The 
Princ(~ss said that her sister loved him as if he were her own 

child. 
• 'l'he news has arrived from Detmold thn.t the latter is 

• Prlnce Ohn.rlefl P hilippll Fran~.oie cle Ifoll ~nlohc.BtitLenatein, Kni~ht of 
tho rder of S~. Andn~w bnd held this office since 74!l. Goethe conn:ig to 
Wat~l fll· , leas lhan t wenty years after, t~er !ound in his personal experience 
Sllbjcct11 for hi s 'O'rrows of WurUicr, ~vh ~ch Deyvetdun Rtterwn.rcl11 .translo.tod. 

• M.me. cle ln. P ottrie'o letf.m' on this n.coount lrna black botdeJ:ij . 
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nnclersto~d to ~~ with child, and this will uncloubteclly prevent 
h~r comrng. lhe roads are very bacl ancl the lodging-houses 
st1ll worse. M. ~e la Pott.rie is at the Regency, wh · b . 
~asse~ ~early all lns mo~nings and the greater ptwt of the day 
lll writing. I am contmually ::1stonishec1 that his health does 
not ~u ~Elr. Y esterclny we lrnL1 Colonel Du tail to dine with us. 
He is eighty-three years of age and supports all 1.-filds of fatigue. 
He left at seven the same evening and had a tJu·ee lnn . e ' ·cl . ' ' ' ' ' ' ,·,mg u 8 rl e 
before lum. May Heaven grnnt a like old 11ge to you an<l to 
my mother, to whom I send the n.ssurance of my rn~st hnm!Jle 
respect.' 1 · 

In another letter (Felmrnry 16, 1754) Mme. de la Pottrie 
remru:ks upon ·the. sever w n.th · t· which had prevniletl not only 
at l 1a,ustm:n , but rn th CDs tl n.t W e.ilbonrg. 81 says : ' The 
r orns. here a.r too w11.rm when th fires nre k pt up, aJ.J;bough 
the .wmdows ~n~ doors ~o not o1os any l>ett r than t hey us ually 
do ~ u olrl budcl rngs. ~J.1h asl.l is e.:..1.1· m ly 1al'gt\, but so 
a.nm ·r t; that n lioily kn ws wh n it was founded. It is only 
remembered t;hat th · fa h 1· of th fate P l'illC\3 introclucec1 model'n 
impr~vements into the ap~rtments. 'l'he Prince can be qun.rterliJ 
here lll g.mn.t style an~ without tliHturbing his belongings. lVL de 
la Pottne flatters lumself that he will be able clurin<T hi'1 
m~nori1;y to put aside tt hmulrec1 thousand crowns every byear. 
Hrn l)(lusehol~, although it appears to me to be quite numeronA, 
has been cons1c1erably f1iminishec1 since his father's clen.th. All 
the pages are settled elHewhere, ancl only M. de Peville rnnmins 
who is to be placeJ at the head of an n.cademy. 'l'here are als~ 
de Leche, the frnyr:r; :M. de Gaisbich, marshal of the court; · 
M. ell~ ~~.aid.re, rnn.ster of the forests ; lVl. de Arling, major of th.~ 
~renalhers, who, I be~ie:e, has a pretty and ::1mi::1ble wife; M. de 
Selienk, the olue;it exrntmg rnemLer of the household; M. Anlin, 
who is al)out to retire anll, it is saiLl, to marry one of tlrn 
daughters of the governor of the Princcs~es. 'J'bis is an olr1 
aff~ir .whicl~ , i1; i.:; thought, must terminate by marriage. He iN 
thmk~ng of bnywg a house at Kirchlrnim. M. Funk, who is 
councillor of the court, was near being marriecl for this reason: 
seveml gentlemen and lnilies of W eilbourg took it into their 

1 February 2, 171.J•!. l<'rom the unpnulishecl collections of M. Charles ~e 
Stci~~uer, of :Bcruc. n 
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heaa
8 

to make him espo.use a claughter of a c1ecua80d counuillol', 
whoso mother is also nearing her last moments. 'l'hc Llanghter 
i
8 

young, pretty, ancl well educated,. they say, and has fifty 
thour:mm1 florins net, but he does not wish her. 

''fhe Princess has at present no one but Mlle. cle Felone, 
ho has been in the household for the last fifteen or twenty 

w She was Maid of Honour to the late Princess, an cl will years. :l . 
remain until they can find a suitable person for the I rmcess 
Henrietta. There were two or three at the time of the death of 
the Prince, but they were consider.::id unnecessary, a~c~ returned 

l 'l'here are many vounO' ladies who are amb1t10us to fill 10me. • b • 

tl 
· l ce but it is essential to have a person with a certam 

ns pa , · h 
education. As far as this goes, the post fui: a young latly wit -
out fortune could not be more agreeabl . 'l'he appointments, it 
is true, are only a hundred Cl'owns, but she has nothing to do 
except to accompniny the Pi-inc ss ':li, n ah g~Nl for n ~alk. 
She takes her repasts with her nnstr ss, auc~ is serv:d hke. a 
queen. She passes the greater pnrt Qf the day m worln~g or m 
amusements. 'fhe games they play here ar the quac1nlle and 
the ft'icat. 'l'he .Princess does not car6 muc~ ~or the latter. For 
some time pash we r1 o.cl when hera are no visits from strangers. 
'l'he Prince ~nu Princess, Mme. · Arlinx and myself, at four 
o'clock, come into my room; we have our work-tables, anJ 
M. cle la Pott.rie is the reader. 'fhen we take tea and play cards 
until seven or eigl1t o'clock, when we rejoin the company at 
table. J1'inally, each does about what he pleases. I ought, 
moreover, to say for the benefit of those who have the kindness 
to take :m interest in my welfare, that for the greater part of 
the time I do not wear a pnniar [hoop-petticoat], and that my 
clre::;sing occupies little more than a qu~rter of an hour, as the 
court-mourning cloee not require the hair to be curl~c1 ; we '~ear 
it quite a lcb Ji1;·n11 r;wi6a.' She sympathises deeply with her sister 
ancl Mme. de Rosset on learning th::i,t their sons have had 
the small-pox, and will be happy to hear that they are out of 

clanger. 1 
• 

Mme. de la Pottrie informs her father, Apnl 26, 17 54, that 
she has arrived n,t Detrnolc1, the capital of Lippe-Detrnold, and 
finds the Count de la Lippe fatter than when he was at 

• :From the unpublished collections of ~I. ClmrleG c1e SLeiguer, of Berne. 
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Lausanne in the enjoyment of Pavilliard's poor fore. His 
homieholcl consist;:; of M. de Blomberg, Mlle. de Berghaim, 
and M. de Illsberg, without whose n,dvice he does nothinO', She 
speaks of .his breeding-stud and stables, and of the hn~t, and 
then describes the chateau, which is most ancient. She visits 
t!rn old Princes~ (th: mother of the Count) at Broege, who dis­
hlces M. de la I ottne, and who resembles Mme. de Goumoens. 
She proceeds to spe[l,k of the two Princesses of Nassau (the 
wife of the Count de la Lippe and the mother of M. de ln. 
l'ottrie's pupils), the former of whom is very kind to A nguste 
de la Pottrie (brother of Gibbon's friend), who is about to leave 
for Brunswick. 'fhe Count cle la Lippe ret[tins pleasant 
memories of Lausanne, and won lc1 like to go there again if he 
were rich enough. She finds Dctmolcl very dull. 

But two months later she returns to W eilbonrg, where there 
are continual hunting prtrties, and the Princess is a skilled 
marksw~man. 'l'he Prince of Nassau is declared of age. She 
has rece:ved ~letter from M. d'Hermenches (her brother-in-law) 
announcmg his return to Lausanne. She spen.ks of the death 
of Mme. de l'Etoile, only daughter of Mme. de Pompadour, who 
lrns thirty millions (of francs). The younger Prince tles Deux­
Ponts, brother-in-law of the Elector, is at Mannheim, where 
the court is most brilliant. M. d'Hermenches ha.s arrived at 
Weilbourg; his wife (nee de la ]:lottrie) has just given birth to 
a girl. M. d'Hermenches, after a sojourn at Weilbourg of only 
three days, had gone with M. de Belleg[l,rde to Carlsruhe but 
is returning to Lausanne immediately on account of the' con­
dition of his wife and an accident to his father, General c1e 
Constant. Mme. de la Pottrie is frightened by the breaking­
out of small-pox in the Dressonaz family, and fears for the 
charms of Mlle. Sabine. 1 

• 1 From the collections of M. Charles cle Rteigucr, of Berne. The Pn,lace of 
LlJ'P~·Dotmo.ld, .where Mme. de la l'ottl'io was resi<ling in 1754, is a vonor11blo 
bml<lmg remmdmg one somewhut of the C11stlo of Glmnis in 8cotl11nrl havin" 
tt vast round-cornered tower and donjon. The breedinr•-stucl of wl~ich sb~ 
spcakH was famons us havin15 existed at loast as far b~ck as the fifteenth 
century .. The. s.tables.contn,ined a 111rge number of horses of the Senner raco 
~f Arabian ongm, winch were allowed to run wilc1 in the Sennerwald from the 
hrst of M:i-y to t~e first of Nm·ember. It is emions to find the Count of that 
clay sl'.en,kmg as if he hail b11t a modest fortune, a.s hi' c1escf\m1ants been.me 
vor,v neh n,ud owned ncn,rly all the ln,rge est;ttes in their c10111i11ions and "ll the 
forosLs filled with !l varinty of g:i.me, :i.nd had sueh ;i,mplc ruc;onrces as to be 
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At the time of Mme. de la Pot.trie's Inst lettoe, M. <fo 
Brenl 6,t the :fri nd of Voltaire, having gone to the h~mt at 
Morges, write-s to his wife at home that. the first ~uest10n .lte 
a~ on arriving was, how he could commumcate with 
Lausanne. There was no regular messengee, and only chance 
occasions for the despatch of letters. After great difliculty he 
found an opportunity for the morrow. He tells her that she 
must not look upon hunting as a rival in his affection fo~· her. 
He says that Mlle. Frornenville is fresher and more active at 

v nty-four years of age than most Lausanne women are at 
thirty or thirty-five. H osp nks of the pleasures of the chase; 
th only fi ar they hnve is of the wolves. 2 

Mme. d Br n1 s l' plies to her husband, that she had been 
tormented all the day with visitors. Mlle. Tscharner 3 had 
made her way in, in spite of orders, and she was very glad of 
iL. The wounds of poor M. de Martines and his valet were 
very serious. It had been thought that the shot ~ac1 traversed 
the head, but this was an error. Dr. Levade thmks tha: he 
may recover n.rom th shot-wonn l, but he fears the .cont~s~ons. 
Ile is nno.ble to tnke any nourishment and the valet is delmons. 
'lhe nntltoritiea of Lausann committed o. great fault in giving 
11 p UJ guilty man to till B rn s overnor at the cht<teau .. It 
w uld have been shorter to seize him nt once than to give 
thern s Iv a the trouble of r dernam1ing him. It really s enis as 
if th Ln.uso.nn authorities s011ght a disca Rsion whicl1 might 
only scrv to cut down their rights. Mlle. Tscha.mer says thut 
this Watteville, the prison r, iH a wicked man. H is p rf ctly 
tranquil in his cell, anc'! says that it, is an unfortunate affair, but 
not bis fault. M. Clavel, seignior of Marsem:,4 has seen Levatle, 
[t11le to support the expenses of the government anc1 c1emanc1 from their 8ubjects 
scarcely any taxes. . . 

1 'fho eml of the cle Bronlcs mansion ('lrunoliahod m Jimuru:y 18\JG, some 
months bf)fore I 1a Grotto was destroyed) was immetlinte)y in !l'o!lt of I.ho door 
o£ Ln GTotle and wns n.lso constn1otccl from n portion of the anoi nt convent. 

• Apcll 20, 171:i;1. From the LlDI ubli,;hed coll oLions or M. Ernest Oh1w~mn . 
Jlfmc. clc Brenlos wa.s 11s rrunnrkahle for her ugliness 11s !or h 1· c.spn.t 1md 
f ctmclity. She was n .1\1111.', l!lti011uo Ohnvnnnes, and had three b.rohher11 who 
wero pl'icsiR. . . I f 

• Or tho tu.mlly or A1bort Tsol1!"~nor, lJruhff of Law11mne, 1755-1763, anc o 
Vincon~ Louis T~ ho.mar, also Bmliff of LM1sl\ll11 , l 760-1775. . . 

• M Justin Clavel seignior of Marsens Ropra.z , antl Uslllorea, who is 
mcnt.io~ecl in ~h e ~ext ieLter undor the seconcl title, w~<; a rnln.tiyo ~f tlic c1e 
Bronles. '.l'ho Tom· /le Marll(ll)a is in tbe o ntr oi' ih Desl\lcy d1Btrio t of J,n, 
Vnn"K; lfopta?. )i()ll \w l l!ltgucs from Orn11. 
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who cont,innes to hope to save the wounde,d men. .1\1. do 
ChalJOt 

1 
lms asked JI'! .. and Mme. do Brenfos to pass the [Lftet·­

noon nnd sup with him to-morrow ('l'hnrnday). Mme. de 
Brenles says she will acce11t, and fini8h her visits in tl1e 
Bourg. 

. M. de Brenles, in tbe course of his peregrinations, hall 
arrived at the chitteau of M. du Gard, seignior of lCchicliem;, 
lrnlf an hour from Morges, situated on a height, from whence 
he could see 1.font Blanc from base to sunnnit throun-1

1 
an 

opening in the Alps of Chabluis. He te.Us his wife tl~at the 
chase is no longer hiti dominant imsi.:ion, and a8ks her to 
i1'.iag~nc ':hat it really is. Notwithstanding all thl1 pleasures 
of this SOJOurn he cannot remain nutil Sunday, and he there­
forn requests her to send very early on Thursday morning 
M. de Hopraz' hors~, otherwise he will make the journey on 
foot, for he must be m Lausanne that day, and he will nut allow 
anything to interfore with his lleing present with her at 
M. ClrnlJot's pretty supper. 2 

J\[ Pavilliard writes to Mrs. Porten, ;ranuary 28 J 755 that 
( I'] )J l' ' 1· l ' } ' 

'.L 1 ons Je rnv10ur has Leen very regulm· and has nrndo no 
slip:~' excopt tl1at of gnming twice and losing much rnoro than J 
desmi<l. I hope, Madnm, you will acquaillt Mr. Gibbon with 
f'?ur satisfaction and restore him your affection, whiuh though 
.1ls er~·or~ mny have shaken, tlwy have not, I am sure, destroyed. 
As l.ns father has allowed him Lut the Lare w~ceHsarie8 , but 
Hotlnng moro, I l1are beg you to grant him some tokens of your 
:mt.iHfoct.ion.' 

. . In F ebruary, Gibbon himself writes to his aunt. The Times, 
m its remarkalJle article upon the Gibbon Commemoration tellH 
nR thaJ; l iord Sheffield in his edition of the 'llfomoirs' pulilisheu 
only that part of this letter relating to his return to l>ro-
1 ce:tantism, without a hint of tlie latter porLion, which wa1> 
nxtrn1nely significant in another direction. 'Could I lerwe oJf 
lwm,' Ciihbon proceeds, aftiw report.ing the satisfactory settle-
1ne11t of his religious opinions, ' I should be very glad hut J 
have another piece of news to acquaint you witI~ > I-Le had 
hn0n gambling at faro, he tells his aunt witl1 much circumstance, 

' The 
1
lm1ghter of M. <le Chandicu.ChalJUt married in 1757-8 Noble Clave! rlc M'"m"u ,;. 

' llb!.y 1, l '/01. From \lie unpuhld1ci! coJJcdiorw of M. l~iw: :;t Uh iovni1n1::;. 
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ancl bad lost h avily. Ile has no mon.ey at his comnmnd (o.s 
w see f·om Pavillionl's letter), his creilitors me pressing fo1· 
payment, and the thoun-ht of tb a11g l' ol' his father? who is 
awaiting ptoofs of his r ligious conversion, ter1ifi. s him. He 
fl.hlgs himself on 1 i. s Porten's pity with -passio_nate energy, 
which overfl ws iuto two nervouSJ.y-worded postscripts: 

'I shall make n mie of nuy other pmyers tho.TI thi1:1 ]?lain 
r cite [sic] of my situ.ati u. If it pr la · s no effe t ~n ~on 
no lring els would. .Rememb r only that my .term [1,-e: 11he 
g rac all wec1 him y bis hnpor unat ·reilitors] fm1,shecl 
March 15. I tr mhle for your o.nswer, but beg it may lie 
spe dy. I ai;n too much agitated to go on. I will tell Y u 
a m thing of 111ys fin my neJ..-t----i.e. very soon.- n-m, d a.1· 
Kitty ymn· unfoTtnnata n phew, E . :rrnnoN.' 

' Hi.s aunt,' adds the Times, ' a.p1 ro: utly 1)l'OV c1 obdmate, 
r 1· lits stepmother scribbl d actoss t.he top of t.'lie first page, 
' Pray 1· memb · this letter wo.s not n ldreseetl to hia m th r­
in-lnw [i.e. b rself, 11is stepmother], but to hiR nnn~, aud. an old 
cat n.s ah was to i· fu his 1· q (1est." Gibbon w11 only e1gbtee1 
at; t.he date of this episoa , but it wil1 not ' be unsatisfactory to 
his admfrers

1 
who have been 1;aught to 1· ga.ru him 11"8 preco­

·i u ly stn.W, to read the confessi n fi:om his owu 1 en of o. 
b yi~b, escapau , wit.h its normal nc om.pa11im nt of extriw;i,ganb 

avowals of remorse.' 1 

Uihbon ha<l been now sc:i,rcely one yem· ancl a half tLt 

fr1nR::mne, anc1 lmc1 lrn;;t the ern.;y c01m1mm1 of his own language 
wiU10nt hoing ahlc to use the French tongue with facility anJ. 

l'xactituJe. 

CIIAP'l'BH CXXXI 

'l,m: last eight mouths of' 1755 was tL, ]n·iou or Gibbon's most 
ranid 11rort1· ss. He says till'.l.ong othtlt' things hat h read 

t· 
0 is·' a ' M. d B chat's ' 1\f 6moires snr a UJ • , o.n wrot 11i very 

nrnpl relation' of his tour with :M. Po.villiard througl1 1 wi~er-
bnd which h clrew 11p t s na to bis fotilier. . . 

I ·~ uuc1 in La Gr tte th grea r portion of the tmpubhsheCL 
' 'l'hc Lon<lon Ti. 1w~, JSovcrnhcr 12, 18\1·1. 
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and original llrnft of thif! account, of which he r emm-ks: 'Hall I 
found tbis journal among his papers , I might bP. t empted to 
seltict some passages.' It is evident that it had been carried to 
1Ja Grotte by Gibbon after his father's death an<l. overlooked in 
the ru~s of ~aper~ whi h he had ::it.ored in hi~ garrets. 

It 1S wr1tt n m French in. that small eompact hand which 
b louged to Giubon in tl1e early Tia.rt of hi" life Tu · · 

1 • • 1· "' • exam1Illl1g 
1'.~~ ibbon ma.rruscnpts at Sheffield Place prior to their idii-
. tlilon at tua ~l~hon e~tenui!i.1 1 I noticell several c pi s, partly 
m the handwntmg of Gibbon and llartly in th0it of auoth 11. 

As early as Octobe1· l 71:: , M. avillia~·d WTof;e to Gibbon.a 
fatbe.r that it wns clesirable to give the son some gaiety, dis­
'.'raction, and C~ilJlge. Finally the advice prevails, and ibbon 
m ""letter to hi,s aunt, ~·s. Porten, ' ptemL ·r 20, 1755, i;ays: 

. As my faLhel' has given me 1 ave to make a jonm y 1·ounu 
Swi.11..:orlaud, w set out to-mouow. Buy a map of Sw 't• ·l a 't will . .1 ze1 nn , 
I ' cost you hub a shilling, a.ml fo.llow me. I go by I verdtm 
NenPoMt 1, Bi nn - 01· iel, olem·o or Solotlmrn Bnl m· Basil' 
Bad , 7'.u:foh, Luc- rne, and Bern .... 1 l111vo l; en the whol~ 
llny wntm()' yon th1's l tte · · th · ti ~ · o I , a p1epara ons ~or our voyarre 
gave ~ne a tb ouso.nd intermptiollil. Deaides t hat, I was oLli •r~d 
to wnte in E n I' l '''h' J t ill 0 

g is 1. .t lf:l llB · r ason w se m t\ l aradox, but 
I assnre you the French fa much n1ol'e fo,ruilio.1· to me.' 

~ut i1 pernsing this Journal in the origiua.l F rench it is 
~oa.dily se 

4
n t~at he c1ic1 ~ot yet use that languug accurately. 

I gtve an E11gltii}1 translat10n of tl1e more interesting po.rts of tJ:iis 
tlocumeut: 

'.October 9.-We left Basle a little before nightfall, and went 
t_~ Lieclistall, a small but sufiiciently pretty town in the same 
Cautrm [of Basle]. 

October 10.-We passed the mountain of Hauenstein with 
tiome difficulty, foi· although great pains hav b en taken to 
i·ei:c1er the road good, art has not L en abl sufficiently to van­
q1~1~h natur~. The anton of Das! is very rmitetl in its internal 
~ftaus, tm~ it has exc llent n,atut·aJ fortifi ations for the exterior 
m the Hhme as well as in the hi&;h mountains of the Jura 
which stretch from Geneva almost to the Rhine. It is un~ 
protected only on the side towards ]'rnnce-·-the only one, in 
fact, on which it ha:; auythi113· to frm·. 
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W e prtssec1 through Olten, a town of the Canton of Soleme, 
r;nd arrived for dinner at Aarau, where we remained two days 
and a half. 

October 11 ancl 12.-You must not be smprisecl if I do not 
send you my impressions for these two dn,ys and a half. As a 
ma.tter of fact, I took 110 notes. All that there is to sa.y about 
Aarau I have already sent you; why, therefore, remain so long 
in a pbce which I had n.lrt>ac1y sufficiently seen? Here is the 
reason: J'lfac1mne Pavilliard, wifo of the porson to whom you 
conficfod me--Marhme, I repeat, who luu1 accompanied us to 
this point, and who had remained at the hom;e of a married 
8ister in this town, wished her husband to spend some little 
tirrn , with his sister-in-law. 

Odober 13.-Iieaving Aar::m early in the morning, we c1irn:1 tl 
at Aarbolll'g, which forms part of the C:u1ton of Dt>.rne. '!'he 
town is neither large nor fine ; it is only cele1mted for ii:s 
fortretJS ; the Bernese built it to prevent comm uni.cation be­
tween the Cantons of Sohmre and Luctmrn, whiuh almost meet 
ut this point, o.nJ both of which arc Catholic. 'l'his eaRtle is 
p · rchecl on ri high rock and is r n.ched by :.i. great n um her of 
s ps. With SllC:h n sitnniti n you do n.ot All et a regulflr forti­
fi al:ii n ; mid such is th cas ; it wns 11ecess:iry to adapt the 
buil Jing t the loonlity. Jt a1 p l\l'S sui!ici nilly str011g (pro­
vi.tl cl iL were l\ t·ack cl by a SwiRs n.rmy) t;o hold itl:i own, I 
t.hink, for a com;lderahlo time ago,inst itf3 assai la.nts. 'l'h 011,Stle 
of Aarbourg also serves as a prison wher prisonel's of stat· n1· 
inua1·cemtecl W}rnn we s::i.w it i I: c .uto.i,n J n1y M. Miohelj 
dn Crest, 1 a famous G enevois of whom you have perhaps heal'd 
speak. 'l'his man, who rt.aiuly had g nius, 'llgm cl pr -
minently in l1is country during th ln t tt" ubles. 'l'h o outoom 
was not favouralJle to him ; ru tcl bis efftgy wus bange :J. by onl l' 

of the Council in 1785. Fmm tlmt morn nt he has <lone 
nothing hut wander ahout, carrying everywhere the flame of 
f1i:-lcon1 ( acconling tu his enemies). He is :~ groat partif>all of 
the democracy, anc1, rLR several of the States of Switzerland are 
no longer democratic, such Rentiment'l as his can only render 
l1irn odimrn everywl1ere. 'J'h(-1 Bernese had him seized at. 

1 Jacquf:c: .G:irthf.Jemy Mich<>li tlu Crest (1GD0 -171iG) was imprisoned in the 
Cic:; tle of AarLourg eigh icun ycu,n;. 
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Nencb:'Ltel in 17 f,:-> ,111 1 1 _ t 1 . 

· .. , • • I COil< ll(' ('( ] t J3 J ] tr !<it <l very m' ldl '[ . " , , 11.m o -erno, w rnrP. rn was 
' y nnt1 1 , ~f.'7 who'!1 th . f 

in wl1~cb h was accus a of ;. 1 . DR l~l l'a Yo erue, 
little hti could b , 1· a ,n nng pai·t, lrnvmg Wlown J1 w 

. e le. la upon he d 
whet·o he ha.a remained till th~ )l' was C~H ·ucted ~ .A.arlJot1 l'g, 
ti·eated, l:Llld has even b 11 on' . Id· •. 18 

.nf; tini~ .. He IS very well 
-, . re Wl p )'JJ1U:!S t t Cornmarn1ant's table hut h 1 ~ ' 1on o ea1; ab he 

. . . ' e won u nevor acco it A. , b .. 
g1 en,t mathemat1cntn he J1 ~co ~nl d h' t ' S e 18 rt 
' ' '"

0 
" use imse]f 1 t 1 b 

the heights of the mountai'ns b' h h · ~ e Y Y measuring 
. ' w Ic e can l11st' · 1 fi . -

prumn, and he has published a }Jam1Jhlet on tl· . mglu~s l rom lus 
W J · . 118 SU lJACt 

e s ei~t th:s mght at Morgentha1, a small vil. " . . 
however, gives its na111e to th . Ja,.,, e, w1nch, 

e surround 1 · t · 
.i\forgenthal, sig·nifyiug Valley f th, 11[ mg c is l'lct called 

· ' 0 e .u' org. This . f namrng the country about 1 • . l mam1e1 o 
, iere IS muc I em11loy ,d f, hmmenthal Lang·enth~l r_ • (, , or example: 

' ' "' ' L~C. ; JUSt as W<' 1 . s 
Tweeddale, Twis(lale, Lnuderdale A ' 1, i~ve m cotLL11c1, 

0 b L , nnanCta e ( \0C 

. c~o .er 11.-We went to see the Abl' .. ' . . 
winch rn iu the O·mton of 1.. l · : Jey of St. Urbmn, 

• L 1ucer11e mt situ· t a. , , 
frontiers of that of Berne. ' ' '' e vmy near the 

The Abbey of St U ·b · · 
. . ' . I am is very fine . 't 1 l . 

relJm]t within the last few . 1 , ' I ias. Jeen en.t1rt>ly 
It . 1 . yea1S, iewn stone havmg been l 

is arge. Its Church is constructed in 1 , - use< . 
as that of Einsiedeln, but it is for fro a u:ost the same taste 
the latter. 'l'he Abb t . m bemg af:l henutirul as 

ey con mns a fine 11a]] 1 . 1 . 
refectory during the election of the Abb -~ w ~~ l. is used as a 
and lofty, with a superb ceili11a Tl L .. 'b o . , 18 very large 

a · rn I rary of St U ·b · · a very pretty structure . so f: . b 1· ' . J ain JS 
. . . ' ar as oo rn a.re concerned I 

easily give it the preference over that of Einsiec1e1 I' wo~1ltl 
several good collections . bes 'd th n. t contmns 

. • , ' I es , e Wol'ks of Grovi G . 
vrns, I\1ontfaucon Murnto1·1· th ,-, . t us, l ono-

' "' · ' e •:::icnp ores B" t' 
Bhown those of Cardinal p . . '. L b . . izan r, we were 
1 · . ' . I osper nm ertm1 now Po e B 
uct XIV., who has had them printed at Home's . 1 . ,p e'.rn-
to the .Pontificate in twel "' 1· 1 ince ns acce~sion 

' ve w 10 vo umes '.rl l 
manuscri1)ts but the· re 1·s fl, . 

1 
· my rnve no ' , a su _1c1ent y tt 11 . 

medals both ancient . d cl pre y co eeiaon of 
,· ,' an mo ern. I examinel! it. th. , 

cm10us mecfol I saw waH on f tl I' . . ' e most 
f h . e 0 10 ~mperor T1berrns R , · 

o w · wh are mn1ly to b fi cl l . , '' pecuum1s 
. e 01111 ' a eal'ued com . .. . • . f 

nation ussures us.I Th · 1. h wrnsEnt o onr 
. l J rnve w at appeared to me a suf-llcieut] r 

' Addrnon's Remarks on Several I'a1·ts o•' Tt l .} 
'J .i., a y, page 2iJ7. 
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singular method of keeping tl rnir mc1hls. Smn.11 pieces of wooi:t 
are cut in the form of the medal, and in the centre is a kind of 
bed on which the mecbl is placed; while a Bmall hole is pierced 
at the back. vVhen you wish to take it out, you push it from. 
the back through this smn.11 hole with another piece of wood 
shltpeu like a needle. Thi8 method is very easy, but it has tlrn 
fault of spoiling in the long run the reverse of the medal. 

We were presented to tho Ahbot, who received us very 
kindly. He conrns from the little town of Mellingen, and OW l' R 

the dignity he possesses to a re~son very different from that 
which has raised seveml CardinnJs t o the 'l'hrone of St. Peter. 
He was elected on account of his yon1;h. As the accession of a 
new Abbot costs a great deal to the community, they desire to 
repeat this ceremony as seldom as possible. You will judge oi' 
the amount they expend upon it from what I shall tell you. 
Although the Abbey is properly in the Canton of J_,ucerne, it is 
nevertheless under the protection and in the co1nbonrgcoi.~z'.e (hy 
ancient treat ies) of four Cantons: Berne, Lucerne, Soleun i, 
nm1 Freibourg ; anc1 of four towns : Bienne, Zofingen, Mel­
lingen, and Bremgarten. When the Abbot is elected, he goes 
first to J_,ucerne (as he is the t erritorial seignior of that place) 
in order to take the oath. Thence he is conducted to Berne to 
undergo the same cerc~mony, having with him a deputy of 
Lucerne, who goes merely to atld tho words: "And by all the 
Saints," when the Clrnncc-;llor of Berne says to the Abhot: " You 
will swear by God." When he is received at Berne he is seaktl 
in the Great Council as a mark of honour. H e then proceeds 
in the same manner to the other Cantons; hut for the towns it is 
sufficient to perfo rm the ceremony by deputies. After every­
thing is finished, he returns to St. Urhain with a nu meronH 
retinue nm1 gives a brilliant ji3l11. You now um1Elrstana why the 
brotherhood dors not wish to renew ~: o often all these journey­
iugr;, all these doputat.ions, antl all thesfl jl:le.~ , which cost excrs­
sivcly dear ; ::ma yet it is not because t hey are lacking in mon ey, 
for, with out c1mHting what they have elsewhere, their revenues 
in the Canton of Be.me a,lone amount to thirty or forty thousand 
crownr; a year. 

Vv e L1iHeL1 al; Laugent he1l , a la.rgc market town, well known 
in F; wit:i;erhrn] fo1: i J·,fJ Ji tlF;JJ. i·,; 11,rln~ tN ; Wfl r,n,w ::ta many 1l1at. W•" 
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thought it wn.s really a fair; but a merchant with whom we 
c1inec1 at the Inn told nR t.hat i1, wn.R 011 ]y a market, arn1 even 
ono of the smallest that he had sepn f -1• a I t' 1 I , , u on g tme, an c rn 
acllled: '' I have only bought abont a hundnid dew louis' worth 
this morning ." H El continued b'r t elliiw 11 s t·I. t , , , fi 

J "' . 1<t evt.1y vu1r 1ve 
hundred thousand crowns' worth of m~rchn,ndirrn wds" sold at 
t;we:e markets. The pe.asants in this district are very rich. 
Som e lrnve ns much as s1x hnnclrecl thowmucl francs. A licu­
teno.nt of u. comp11ny of lira.goons in the militia of the countt'y 
n~.m'. d us that the ~'Cty-tw ~len who composed .his tro p, 
ce1 tamly poss · sed, ti;i.king on with the other , thirty-fiv to fo)·t 
th?~s~nd francs ach, although this tro p was d..1.·awn fr m ~ 
bro.liw1ck- only two leagues in extent. W Iool~ upo11 the Swiss 
a.s _poor; can you fiua_ m in a like xf· nt of country in Engla.nd, 
s.n;:ty-two p asauts with so much wealth? I think not. I liave 
ns~ed s ve~·al ptwsous th reason of this extreme opulence iu 
his parli of tJie co011b:y w11il0 everywh · l' else the pe1'sant was 

wretchedly . poor. It must bB atbl'ibutecl: fh-st, to their linen 
ma~ufoctor1es; secondly to tile gr at p 1·ofiL they derive from 
th0n· oottle; nnt1 thirdly 11.nd pt•inc) pt~lly, to bheir great tihl'iJb. 
Does a pe~s£mt whose father bas lefb him a hundred th usrm ] 
crowns, thmk of throwing up his profes8ion? No, he has t oo 
much good_ sense not to feel t hat such a step wonld ouly servH 
to_ make }um scorned by those with v<rhom he would wi8h to 
rnm gle, without procuring for him the e~l:eem of those he wonld 

l ~o.ve.,. . u the contm,i·y, he i~ pt·o~d of his p l'ofession, he }~rings 
his chilU1en up to wol·k, he b\ms It works. He enjoys, in t ruth, 
m01· comf~rts Lhau ot;lrni· p · asauts but it is alw~yR a.s a p MA.JJt 

hat 11 eDJ Jys t h m ; ho wears fi.ue olot;J1 nnd Jine linen, but 
h cloe$ uot fJh lei;s wear p n.saut'R clotill s. Ile has fuie horses 
but he lead.a t hem to the p lough . 'l'het · bave b n some whose 
t;aughters have been asked iu maniage by the ~migniors of 
L am e, but who have prnferrec1 to give them to persons in th .· 

1. . e1r own COilL i hr lll. 

vVe 8lept at P l~ . N icholas, u snrnll vilbge on the Dem e roml. 

' .. HEJ~ J•', O( 'CU'" ' TI! 1_ • . · .:;, TIIE .J.XTjL~C'l' nIVEX IN CnAPTEn XT.] 
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') t J , • 1 G 17 18.-In meut.iouing Dm·ne, I will speak of 
~ c 0 ) l)l , ' . . • 1 {" 

i
.t h 't l of " state am1 then I will say a few wor(,s o · as t l~ cap1 a '" , . . 
"t ·ovn.rnment and afterwards I will speak of it simply as a 
is g ' ' l ld t d "t · One 1nust be a boiurr;co is of Berne to 10 a pos un er 
Gll y. · t When Berchthold Duke of Zaehringen, built 
t 1e governmeu . · ' . . · -1 
t
·h t n of nerne in 1191 he ,,.ranted it import.ant pnv1 eges, 
' e ,ow l' ' " . . l 
and soon n.fter (on the death or its founder) it became e11tne y 

free m1d independent. 

[ E E XTRACT GIVEN IN C HAPTER XL.] 
HERE OCCURS TII; 

I t me that in givino- you this small account of t ap1)ears o o . . h 
the different revolutions of the ] ernese bow·ueo-i.sw, I am at .t e 
same time rehiting to you the history of that of Rome. ~espised 
also ::it its commencement, it became in t~e end so cornnderab~e 
that the peoples of Italy-the ?rst suhJec~s of th_e He_pubhc 

1 tl e Of Allies- seem'" that without the title of 
uut er 1e nam t> • • 
Homan they were nothing, while with it, they were everythmg, 
resolved to obtain it or perish. You know the re~t; the 

b 
· f R me to keep them back caused the social w.ar o stmacy o o . . 

which almost destroyed the H,epublic auc1 ended m their grant-
ing to the Allies everything they lrnd LlenrnndeJ before the l~ss 

f h 1 1 d thol·ts·::i,nd lives The Dernese have reaJ lus-o t ree 1unL re ' · 
h l . e they not noticed that the same causes produce 

tory; w y MV . . . ,. • 

ff, t ? 'rhe answer is easy but dehcate -pnvate 
the Rame e ec s · ' ' 
cupidity extinguishes the lights of reason. . 

Tl 
· l 0; ~; 6 of Berne is composed at present of about 

llS JO'lfft°gC " '• 

h l . d 1 ra1n ilies but although all these members are t ree 1uu reL 1< , • 

11 1. "ble for the Council there are only al1out eigMy equa y e igi ? . ,. 
1 t . s attain that IJosit10n. It is true that a 1ew new w 10 some nne ' . 

r ·i· llow ~d to form IJart of it, so that the lesser bonr91ioi.~ 
1ami ies are a tl • 

t l) eritit ly discontented. 'J'h sovere1g11ty of the 
may no · · . d . d · ty 
· ·1, . bl. · · 1 tl' banur; f a on:nml of tw hunche n.n mne -

.cepu ic 1s ll , il f' ·h •r 
· . ~" which is howev r styl.eJ Lhe one t e wo nrne persouo, . . · ·u 

Ilunc1red. Wrw p MC ' fi re1gn aliianc o, : u eal - m a. \'l"Ol r' 
everything which co·ncm:n~ the g vernment is 1e p1·0V1JJ~~ o 

1 
· bl But as it rn corn1)osed of too many members ft.or 

t us assem Y· ' . 1 
l t t t Of Juily business it has estn,blIHheJ a perpetua 

t 18 reu. men ' . ] 
· · f t,,,011t·y-"i· x pe· rsomi chosen from its own hoL y, COll1n118SiOn 0 n ' ~ • ' ' 
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upon which it has conferred the power to accomplish many 
things. These two councils choose from each other the members 
who compose th reat Uouncil in the following manner : 

Before a promotion can take place, seven years must hav 
elapse<1 since the last. It is p rmitted to propose it in the 'l'wo 
Uu.ndr d ; if it is accepted by a. m!\iority of votes, the election 

cou1·s; if not, it is postponed for o.nother ye~r . The last 
three promotions were made 0111y at tpe end of ten yearn each. 

ut in order to 1n·event tbe post,ponement of' the 1ectioDB for 
too long a time by intrigues, there is a fundamental law which 
enacts that, after the death of ninety members, the Bannerets 
and the eizeniers shall have the gnmt bell of Dorne rung, 
assemble tho Councils, n.nd proceed imniediately to a new 
election, whatever the time of the y ar may b , although 
En,ster is the period fu:el by the laws. When the Two Hun· 
c1red have declared that an election is to take place, the Seize­
niers (from the Abbey~) are created. The inhabitants of Berne 
:11'e divided into twelve tribes cnlled bb ys. ' our Abbeys 
loot two S izeniers each, the others oue, and they are drawn 

by lot from all those m cmb rs of each Abh y who bave air ndy 
b en Hoilifl:S. The Seiv. 11ieJJs t hen sit with the Little Council, 
ancl pl'oceed to the 1 cti.ons. member to be eligibl must 
be 7Jo·1wgoois of Berne, and luw o mpleted the twenty'.-nu~ ·h 
yenr of bis age. Eaoh Sefaenier has the right to r commend 
(tlmt is, nominate) whom he wishes. lilnch otrncillol· hiis the 
same right, and the Advoyers (the h.i fa of t;he R public) 
nominate two. The Chancellor, the l.ianda.mann, and sev r1.1il 
other officers of state have this same right, ven though they 
be neither Councillors nor Seize.niers . All these nornitlahi ns 
result in the election of about fifty persons. 'l'he remainder 
(for at each promotion about eight.y are elected) are chosen by 
the plurality of votes of the Seizeniers and the Councillors. 
Unless you understand the value the Bernese attach to this 
dignity, you could never imagine the manamvres which are 
resorted to in order to attain it. I can only compare them to 
our parliamentary elections ; thP.y are none the less violent be­
cause they are more secret and less tumultuous. 

We have seen how the Great Council which holds the reins 
of state is composed. It is this Rame Great Council which 

vor,. n. y 
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elects the I,ittle, but in a mt1ch more forml\l ~o.rlll! l' j t hus: As 
soon as a Councillor is buried, his successor is el ctea. The 
'rwo Hundred are assemble l fo1· this purr os . Each i;nember 
puts his hand into a. small bag ; the ten. who draw gLlt balls 
i·etire to anotber room ; each of them wn tes down ~he name 
or the person fu1· whom h will vote, and these tickets are 
opened before th Throne (of tu Ad~oye~ Beyranc1). If these 
ten tickets do not contain u.t l east six different names, a new 
el ection of nominator8 t n,kes place to complete the n11mber, and 
in this new election the first nvrninators are not allowe~ to 
participate a second time. If by means of the two elections 
the candidates are found to be more than ten, it is the ten w~ose 
names are read first who remn.in. 'rlien by a new opern.t~on, 
one-third of the 'l'wo H undred are excluded by lot from votmg, 
n,ud the candidates are reduced by a majority of votes t o four. 
Two of these four are then excluded by lot. Then the t~ird of 
the Gre::i,t Council who were excluued, return; the relatives of 
the two candichtes to the fourth degree inclusively withdraw, 
and the one who receives the most votes becomes a Councillor. 
rn1is election, which lrns so many operations, several of which 
depend on the ballot, appoa,rs to debar all intrigue ; but I assure 
you th at it c1oes not exclm1e it e_nti.rely. uch is tho mystm·y 
of the Bernese government. \ f\T1th r spect t th . . 
which the Great Council is made, sovernl persona b h ve that it 
will be in the end the ruin of the ltepu blic. As th lectfon is 
in the hands of a small nu rn 1 l' of persons, 11ch wishing to 
advn.nce his son, his relative, his kindred, imd it is, l:lO to speak, 
irnposRihle for a new family to rise, besides which tbe 'l'wo 
Il undred are renewec1 only every seven, eight,, uine, or ten 
y ti.rs-it follows n ssarily that a great n?mber are Jis­
o;ppointet1 eo.c'h l;i11 • Tbisye0ir, for ex~mple , mg:1ty-thrce were 
l cted . Lhere were five hundred o,nd eighty candidat es. There 

11.r , th~1· fore, five bun:lr a whose hopes are dashed to the 

ground for a considerabl~ time. . . , . 
.AJ3 for tb el ction of the I,1ttle Council, matters are 

perhaps rather better. rrhe Ac1vo.Yer 'l'illier told tlS at. Ba~en, 
that he bad wished to m:~ke a slight chan in that direction., 
viz., that the first ten nominn.tors should D t know wh the 
cunc1icfates were. 'J'his is bow he woulu set l\hout it : he would 
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h:we a number of small boxes in the shape of a doubln snuff­
box, and each member would receive one of them with one 
side closed in ~hich wou~d be a ball, gilt or not, anc1 the other 
open for the tickets which each would place therein. 'l'hese 
boxes would be opened before the Throne, and the names on the 
tickets contained in the same boxes as the ten gilt balls would 
be those of the ten members elected. 

I will not enter into tedious details concerning the govern­
ment. There are two Advoyers (who resemble somewhat the 
It?m an Consuls) who are elected for life, bnt each of whom 
reigns for one year in turn. There are t wo 'rreasurers-one for 
the German country, t~e other for the French country ; and 
11H111~ Chambers of Justice, War, Finance, &c., which are neces­
Fml'Y m very government, ancl are sufficiently alike in all. But 
I ci:imot pnss wit;h?ut sa,viug something about their Bannerets, 
tl1 11· Seer t Oouncil, and their Bailiwicks. 

I l~a~e already tolJ you that the inhabit:int.s of Berne 
were divided into twelve Abbeys. 'rhe first four are called 
Abbeys of the Bannerets, because it is only from th e Councillors 
who are members of these four Abbeys that the Little Council 
c;i.n elect Banuerets. 'r !iey sit for four years only, after which 
t.h0y are succeeded by four others; but when this second batch of 
Inn'.· have l)erformed tbefr functioDF, the :first . uad1•i1le take 
1.h n· ~11100, and so on. 'l'h se Banne1·ets, in th ir quality of 
• unrd10.n~ of lilie Ln.ws, have a v ry . xtencled authority. I will 

merely give one e.·nmple. Ou the Mond1.~y aft r Easter in 
every .yea1', the Bmm rets und the Seizeniers cause the great 
l lell of Be:rne to be l'Uug, and from tho.t moment all the ma is­
t:·ates of the R epublic cease from exercising their office dur~ng 
mght dn.ys ; and these twenty persons remain sole masters of 
the State. It is during this interval that they examine the 
com1uct of each official. Their power is such that they can 
degracle a ~unc~or, without; being called upon to give a 
rPa~on for tb IT a-0tio11 ; but a.n example of the exercise of such 
a n ght has not occurred for a lon"' time past At t1

• • . o • ue 0)t..rpll'a-
t1on ~f the week ~hey convoke the Two Hnndr d, who r 
cstahhsh the Co~nml, and all the.ma~istrates in their functions, 
a ncl tho Bmrnei ets and the Sernemers rebtu·n to thefr usual 
dntios. 

y :! 
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The Secret Council of Berne sufficiently resembles the 
Council of 'l'en at Venice, except that it does not exercise its 
authority with the severity of the latter. It is composed of the 
Advoyer who is out of office, four Bannerets, and the two last­
appointed Councillors; and has unlimited power in nil affo:irs of 
State which demand profound secrecy, and is accountable to 
God alone for its actions. 

With respect to the Bailiwicks, I will explain myself with 
rather more detail. 'l'hey number about fifty-not that the 
extent of the country demands so w:my, lmt they were mac1e in 
order to satisfy as large a number of families as possible ; 
besides which, in proportion as the Bernese became rich, 
acquiring now one landed estate and now another, they estab­
lished a Bailiff in each to collect the revenues and administer 
justice. Pormerly these Bttiliwicks wera in the gift of the 
Little Council, who distributed them by a ma:jority of votes ; bnt 
this occasioned many int>rign.ea, half the revenue of a Bailiwick 
being expended in pres nts to the Councillors before election, 
and to make up for this expenditure all sorts of injustices w re 
resorted to-for these reasons the Council was d prived of this 
power towards the beginning of this century. 'J;he Bailiwicks 
are to-c1ay divided in the following manner: 'l'hey are separated 
into three classes according to their respective V'a1nes-the small 
the medium, and th go d. vVh n n Bailiwick be.Com a vacant, 
the question is asked , who wants it. Those of the ea.rlieat pro­
motion are first askc:t, and if th y decline it the qn stion is 
passed on to the s11cceec1ing promotion, and so on, always taki11g 
care that if only one person in o. promotion is desirous of taking 
it, he has the right to accept; without disputing it wit.h those of 
a later promotion; but if there are severa.l competitors who ask 
for it at the same time, they draw lots for its possession. 'l'here 
is also a rule, that a Bailiwick of the second class may be taken, 
and then one of the first, but to aspire after a Bailiwick of the 
thi1·d class (the best) a candidate must never have posseRse1l 
one. E::tch Bailiwick is held for six years, and the post may Le 
worth from twelve to fifteen thousand francs a year. These are 
the patrimonies of the Bernese. It frequently happens that a 
spendthrift; of twenty consoles himself with the hope that a gooc1 
Bailiwick will remedy everything. 
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'.l'he Bcrnese ar u f . 

t l1·1t tl . e ac.cuse o bemg very proud. I assure you . • ie1e are very pol t 
of the P I I b . I e persons among them, but for the mass 

eop e eheve that th · . . 
groundless I t th . . e accusat1011 ls not entirt:1ly 

, . n ru ' it ls not surpris· 'th 
greater number of th I . mg. r er as rega1·ds tho 

em. n thell' earhe t tl tl h on every side that tl1e1·1· ,, th s you .l tey ear 
'a er was a Co ·u h . 

t~ Banner t, th fr .grandfather an Ad . unm or, t, e1r uncle 
tlrnmselv s to looking upon B . v~~er; they. nooustom 

. e1 ne aa =e fu·st city . th umve1·se, and the poets iu its ift' tJ . m · e 
h . . . g ns ie worlili.iest ol . t f t• eu· nmb1b1ou. Many f th · 1 >Jee s o 

Ll1 ir father's · ~iiliwick . ~ em rn.ve b~en bl· aght up in 
knee before them, and ~heireysl~ · ht~:;yd:u!'J ects wl~o hen? the 
accomplished. Instead the f gb . s1r~s are immediately 

' n o eiug snrpr1sed that th proud people at B . 1 ' ere are 
. erne, et us rather be astonished that th . 

aie not more of them. eie 
J_,et us speak at . t f B . piesen o erne merely as 't U d 

tlus head also we shall fi d •t 11 a c1 y. n er 
is situated on a penin~~laI fiwe wd obrthylof our attention. It 

. orme y tie Aar As ~ 't environs, they have not a ·h ·fi 1 • or 1 ·s 
c eer u appearance · the h contrary, rather wild.' > Y are, on t e 

'l'lrus abruptly ends th . " e manuscnpt wh' h I fi d Grotte. lC oun in La 

CHAPTEH cxxxn 
IN Lausanne there were t . . 
tl~emselves, though fr quent7yoi:;:~et~es whicl:, revolv.ed within 
Cite compoe a of p ~ . d mmgled. Ihe society of the 

rolessors au divines a d th . 
was particularly devoted to . t 11 . n . e1r connections, 
disdain to mingle i11 social e.n ~ e ectual. pursmts, but did not 
Bourg A I· a . J yments with the noblesse of the 

. : s a lea y remarked, the latter throu h h . 
ol foreign associations manifested in th ' . h g t e interplay 
intellecbna.lity a.nc1 pollsh k e .eig teenth century an 

M un nown to theu· ancestors 
. : and Mme. Pavilliard dwelt in the Cite . . 

tmgmshed members of th t l d , and were dis-
. a earne quarter It . h' 

society that Mlle Curchod fi t . was m t rs 
to huve macle he~ acquainta::e :~p;:red, an~ Gibbon seems 

e meetings of a social 
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orgo.nisa.tio'tl composed of the young people of both sexes of the 
academical society of Lausanne, called La P1nul1i!Jre-in re­
ference to the place of meeting, a. valley to th north of tJie 
Oite-ov~r which 1\ille. Suzanne Ourchod, afterwards Mm . 
Necker, presided at a later period under its changed name of 
Lo P.rinternps. 

Several years before the publication of Oount d'E.aussou­
ville's fascinating volumes, L it was my happiness to £nd in 0110 

of the old chests in the garrets of La GroCte the forgotten l'ul a 
of this early assembly, .and in another corner the enlarged regu­
lation.a of Le P1'intemps, both in the handwi-iting of George 
Deyverdun. 

The fu-st manuscript beai·a date Jnly 11, 1750, and is a pro­
position to cha11ge the m·iginal s~tutes. MlJ . Ou.1·cbod is the 
presiding officer th rein mentioned. 'rhis was a year aft L' 

Gibbon's return to England; but he was still a member, al1(l 
mentions it in his correspondence at a. later date. This docu­
ment is sig11 d: Mlle. 'itu'chod, Wnillamoz de Champ de l'Air, 
de Chandieu, Rosset, de Blanc, Frarn;ois, c1'Ussierea, d'Illens, 
Dugue, P. F . Dahn, P. vYernery, Tscharner. 

The ne rt in order is the dt·aft of a speech by Deyverc1un, 
in which he criticises h e Senate, suggests some changes in it, 
and points out with great gravity some other important measures 
which it would be well to atlopt. 

The next is an addt·ess delivered on the occasion of the 
approaching marriage of one of the members of the con­
fraternity. The orator soars into ether and disdains to touch 
the earth. 

In Gibbon's absence, his friend Deyverdun did not neglect 
Mlle. Caxchod, to whom h addressed tho following lines. It 
will h observed that be claims to have been the first to 
prophesy her coming honours, and it is even probable tlui.t ib 
was Deyverdun who first brought Gibbon and Suzanne Ourchou 
together: 

A LA rr.us AIM!I!Llll DES R1mu:s l'All LE rLua Fmir.E ons SuJE'fs. 
O'est moi qui le premier ru pr6vu ses gr11.Ddeurs. 
Snt son ahnable iron~ je poaai lB couronne. 
Je prea11geJ1<is deji\. l' <icla~ <Jni l'envixom1e. 
Je fa voyais regner sur Jes tendres cmnrs. 

1 Le Salon de Madame Necker, Pu.ris, 1882. 
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11P;1iois done en ce jour l . 
Ne <:hez un peuple libr:'on 1ommagc smc<lrc . 
. Jo ne pourrais sorvir un' c.t,.peu fm_t P?Ur !us cotu·cr, 
J 1IL oro.i:ntc et lo reap ' ~ 1 mne onhnmrc : 
Muia qarrnd le seut~o uonrL_QIJI lea l'lmours. 

, Qan.~il d'aiwnblea vor~~~ ~n~iot(i mon suffrage, 
La liborlo }JOIU" moi ccsso u'(Jto~ptiv6 man Cfl.!Ur, 

Je suis fien do mou oaol~v~:a.~011heur; 

It is in the account of 1 . 

3~7 

'"bL Ii us seconu stay at L U l on ll'St mentions the Soc ·, t ~ cl p . ausanno that 
'I ~ . ie e u nuternps: 
. c .. nnot forget a pnvate institution . , . . 

tlw mnocent freerlom of Sivi's ' wluc11 will chsplay 
s manners. JWy f: , ··t . 

lrnd assumed from the a,,.e of .t l · ::n omi .e socroty 
' ' o 1 s mem Jern the IJ 1 ] 

tion of the sprin"' (lr1 sac. ~t 1 d . . , , . ronr t tenomina-
c . .w G ii pnntems) It . t d 

fiftt,en or twenty young umi .. · cl l · 1. · · · cons1s e of 
rn111e al ies of genteel t1 h 

of the very first families. tl !cl t ' ' wng not 
' 10 e es perhaps b t t 

agreeable, several handson 1 , a ou Wellty, all 
"rn, anc two or th. f .. 

beauty. At each other's 1 tl ree o exrims1te 
1 . iouses iey assembled 1 t 
l ay, without the control or tl a mos . every 

' even 1e presence of a tl 
an aunt; they were trust _, t tl . · ' mo ler or 

eu o · 101r own ]Jl'l' 1, 
crowd of younO' men of eve t' . . .t cnce, among a 
I o ry ua ,1011 in Europe 1'1 1 h. ·1 

t my sung, they danced tl I . iey f111g ec' 
1. ' 10Y P ayed at cards th t cl 

comeL ies ; hut in the mi 1 t f tl . ' ey ac e 
1 L s o ns careless O'o.iety tl 

spectcc themselves and we . t l b. ' iey re-
. . , ie respec ec by the tl . 

visible line between liber·t d 1· . men: ie 111-y an icent10nsness , gressecl by t . .vas never trans-
. a ges ure, a word, or a look d th . . . 

ch~st1ty was never sullied by the breath f : an eir ~i~·gm 
a s~ngular institution, expressive of th 'o . scanclal o~ sus~J1~10n : 
Swiss manners.' 2 e mnocent s1mphc1ty of 

~ Original verses discovcre<l by the author . 
lect~ons of M. Louis Grenier (MS.). m La. Grotte. Unpublished col-

• G1bbon to Mr. Holroyd at Laus n f. . 
expect a volume of news from yot1 .,·a nl et'. iom M1la.n, May 18, 1764. '"'e 
to tl J]" 1 1 re a 1011 to L . · " 
l rnha rn1~ce of the Duchess with the Fro" I 't arannc, ancl 111 pu.rticular 
< oes t e bnde look after her •reat re q· ?s I a rnu.dy concluded? How 
apo1:able, if you can, in both o~r ~ame~~Iut1011 . Pray embrace her and the 
S1n-inr;, tha~ we talk of them vcryoften ·h~tU.n<\~fiRre them, as well as all the 
w~ are ~o d1sconsolato, that we lrn.vo nditl y~1 ten u.rly of a Sunday; and that 
w iatc~cr we ma.y <lo at Florence. We hrn1 o .us commenced cicisheos as yet, 
~orgcttrng tl;c little woman, on the top o~v~f d1a~k th_c J?twhess's health, not 
'llgo. Magg10re, &c., &c. I ex ect some oun Coms, Ill the middle of the 

Who is my successor? I Lhink )ronta"'n l~ccoun; of the said little woman. 

L
wcntl. I expect your answer u.t l'loren;e ~n;d hr.':'tm to supplu.nt me before I 

ore grant.' • yam person u.t nome; which the 
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CHAPTER OXXXIII 

I COME now to the second turning-point in Gi~bon's spiritu~l 
life-his early love for Suzanne Curchod. In his last ye~1·s his 
words betr:i.y some emotion as his memory recurs to this one 
romance of his life : 

•I hesitate, from trhe app1·eL.ensioll 0£ ridicule, ~hen I 
a1lproach the delicate subject of my early love. B~ tbIB word 
I d not mean t he polite attention, t he gallantry, w1thout ho~ 
or design wbich has originated in the spirit of chivalry, and is 
interwov~n with the t xtnre of Fr ncli 1r1anuers. I nnderstand 
)J this passion the union of desire, frie11dship, and tenderness 
wiiich is inflam d by a single female, which prefers her to the 
rest of her sex, a,nd which seeks Ji er possession a the supreme 
o1· the sole happiness of our being. I neecl not blush at roc~l­
lecting the obj ect of my choice; and though my love was dia­
appointed of success, I am rather prou~ tJmt ; was once capable 
of feeling such a pure and exl~lted sentiment. . 

SL1ch is the prelud to his brief account of his early love, 
and Suzanne Curchod seems to have been the only woman whom 
he ever really desired to marry. Thfrty yea.rs afLe1·wa1·ds he 
asked Lady Sheffield in a banteril'lg tone: 'Should you be very 
much surprised to hear of my being marri1:1c1? ' Deyverc.lun 
and himself often agreed, in jest and in earnest, that D. hous 
like theirs would b l'egula.ted, gntced, and enlivene:1 b! an 
agr ea.hle £ male companion., but each was desirous that ~1s ~nend 
should sacrifice himself fur their common good. Agam m the 
same tone, to Lord She.83 l~, in 17!)0 : ' I do assur~ you tha~ I 
have not any po.rticul.ru: object in view : I am not m love with 
any of the hymnas of Llrnsanne, though there are some who 
keep their claws tolerably well ?ared. : . . ~t present my 
situation is very tolernble; ancll 1f nt dmner-hme, or at _my 
return home in the evening, I sometimes sigh for a compamon, 
there are many hours, ancl many occasions, in which I enjoy the 
superior bleesing of being sole master of my own house.' . And 
filially, towurcls the dose of his Memoirs, he s<iys, alluclmg to 
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:Mlle. Suzanne Cnrchod: 'Since the failure of my first wi8lrns, 
1 have never entertained any serious thoughts of a matrimonial 
connection.' 

'l'he revelations of Count d'Haussonville, a descendant of 
Mlle. Curchod, in his brilliant volum es 'Le Salon ] 1-~ ,r d 

J , , , ne L1 a arne 
Necker, enable us to follow more in detail the phases of Gibbon's 
early ~ove ;_ but as they. are necessarily somewhat incomplete, 
they give rise to several mterrogation points. 

In the first place, the Gibbon who fell . in love with Smmnne 
~urchod was a youth of twenty, by no means devoid of attrac­
tions, and far removed from the ridiculous fi"'ure of his l· t " 

'l,1 ·· o ae1 years. us is what she says of him at that time: 

'~ shall ~ouch but lightly on Mr. G.'s appearance. He has 
he_autiful hair, pretty hands, and the look of a well-bred man. 
![i~ face.is so singular and full of mind, that I know no one who 
rn hl~e ~un. !t is so expressive that tb ere is always something 
uew rn it.. H~" gestures are so apt that they add greatly to his 
conversat10n; m a word, his is one of those very extraordinary 
coun~enances, that one never tires of examining, depicting, a1Jd 
co~)ymg. He understands the deference which is due to women. 
His manners are easy without being too familiar. Jl e dances 
moderately well. In a word, I find that he hus few of those 
~rnnnerisms wl1ich are the appanage of the fop. His wit varies 
unmensely.' 

If we lo.ok at the youthful Gibbon portrayed in the hitherto 
unknown likeness attached to this work we see there a f:a 

l . l ' 'Cfl 
w HC 1 confirms the truth of the aLove description. It is frank 
and ?mpa~hetic, yet calm ancl intellectual, with a certain 
dreammess m th~ eyes with which Mlle. Suzanne Curchod may 
have had somethmg to do. 

?ompelled by the rules of the Society over which she 
prmn<led, Mlle. Curchod gives the following account of her own 
personal appearance :-

'A ~ace i~stinct with youth and joyousness ; fair hair and 
complexion lighted up by bright, laughing, soft blue eyes; a 
small but well formed nose ; a curved mouth which smiled 
~rncefully _in unison with the eyes ; a tall and well-proportioned 
f1g~ne , wluch w~s wanting however in that enchanting grace 
which enhances its value; a rustic air and a certain brusqueness 
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of demeanour which formel1 a strnng contl'n.st with her l?entle 
• .1 inocl-'st countcn'mce · such is a sketch of the picture 

voice anu "- · ' ' . , 
which you wil1 perhaps think too flatte_nng. 

Let us allow Gibbon to complete hu1 st ory. . 
Her ' personal attractions,' h e says, ' were em_belhshed by . a a lU ber short 

the virtues and talents of th mtn , . . · an 
1 ·h · t tlt beauty a11d 

visits to some relations at Lausu.nne, t e w1 , e . . • 
erudition of Mlle. Curchod \vere the thei:ie ot nntv r~l 
applause.~ The report of such a. prodigy awat~eued my cun~-
··t . I saw and loved. I found her learuecl w)..tllout pednnt:r!, 

sr Y ' · t" t cl elegant m 
lively in convers, t i n pur iu sen nnen ' an . .' 
mann I'S . u.u il t he first sud<.len emotion was for~;1fied by the 
habits a~d k nowledge of a more familiar acquamtance .... 
In a calm r etirement the g11y vnnity of youth no longer 
fluttered in her bosom; she fo;tened to the voice of truth arnl 

, · nnd I mig·M rwesume to hope that I had made some 
passion, (0 · ) d 
. i"on on n v1"rtuous he~trt. At Grassy rasHier an impress .... . . . . _ . r~ausanne I indulgec1 my dream of felicity: but on my return to 
]!; no-land I soon discovered that my fathei· would not hear of 
thi~ strn.nge n,lliance, and that without his consent I w~s my::ielf 
destitute ~uJ helpless. After n, painful struggle I yielded to 
my fate : I sighed as a lover , I obeyecl as a son;. my wound 

· ·11 hen.led 'by time absence and the habits of a new 
was wsens1) y '" , '.' . . 
li.le. :My cur was l\CCelera. a by a faithful report of the t~an-
quill ity a;nd cheerfulness of the bJy herself, and my love subsided 

in fr.i. mlship and est eem.' . 
:M. d.'Haussonville takes Gibbon to task for havmg obeyecl 

the injunctionR of his father in giving up ~lle .. Curchod, ~nd 
n.lso for not luwin g n,t any time shown that srncerity. of pass~on 
whieh alone clrnracterises profound love. But m. pass~ng 
judgrnent on a human being we must t~ke into ~~~siderati?n 
the fibre of that being, we must measure it~ ca\~bihties and it,s 
possibilities. I have lived long enough with Gibbon to know 

1 
Suzl\nne Curohod'a mo~her,,!U Mlle. d'Albert cl.e Nasse, also renow~,e_cl 101: 

her beo.uty, luul visited L1wso.nno befor e her marriage .. She was oiftt~cr~~~~n 
oi:igin , of tho llctortned r eli gion, n.ud her parents were nri.t1ves of the 1 

or ~or~~je~:~bar,l 757, Captain So.mncl D~yverclun, in his. unpublish ecl '6~~t·~~~ 
not.al! the viait n.t his town hcmi;o of Captam CurchoJ, 001g111or of the 
of Crissler, and Jira~ oousio oi f:lu~1~nnc Curchod. 
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tlw.t the tribute he pn.i<l t o Su7.anne Cnrchod was the most 
8incere anu the most fervid of which his nature was capable. H e 
was not a passionate pilgrim, but the words he used, if measured, 
were true. 

A R early as 1757 Gibbon received permission from Mlle. 
Cu~chod to conespond with her. In his first letter (they wero 
all m French) he says: 'I always feel how great is the differ­
ence bet';een tracing these cold. lines amid the <lust of my sturly 
aud pourmg out all my soul at your fr~et.' In his next he t ells 
her, ' Your ruling passion, as is easily seen, is the deepest 
tenderness for the best of parents ; ' and this leaus him to tlrn 
furth er reflection, 'I think at the present moment of th e 
happiness of a man who, possessor of snch a heart, would find 
you returning his love, who would assu re yon a thousand tim es 
a day how m uch he loved you, ancl who would only cern;e from 
assuring you of it when he ceased to live.' In a t hircl epistll\ 
he says: 'Since I ha>'e known you, Mademoiselle, all lws been 
clrnngecl for me; ' aml he adds a phrase 1vhich, to say the lea;;t , 
is extraorclinary, for what has philosophy to do with love'? 'A 
happiness greater than owning a kingdom, g reater eyen than 
philosophy, may await me.' He strengthens his position how­
ever by the words : ' Dut also a torture, runewetl ead1 Llllv auJ 
always aggravated by the thought of what I have lost, rn:iy lJe. 
my lot.' 

Gibbon having now macle n.n open avowal of his sentiments 
found an excellent reception. 

M. d'Haussonville, as we have remarked, cannot find in these 
letters any real passion, and prPsents some lines addressed to l1is 
ancestress which do not give us a high idea of Gibbon's powers 
of versification. 

Judged from the standard of to-day Gibbon's love letters 
sound deciJedly priggish, but, viewed from a knowledge of the 
man and the moment, their sincerity cannot be doubted. On 
tl1e other hand, Mlle. Curchod was not deficient in emotional 
expression when she thought she had reason for complaint. In 
1758 Gibbon went with some friends to attend the Twelfth-night 
fe.stivities at Freiburg, and was absent a month. He found upon 
h~s return a letter from Mlle. Curchod which had been awaiting 
lnm a long time. 'l'hat terrible fault which followed him throun-h b 
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life-procrastination in correspondenCl~-now plunged him into 
trouble, for before he replied there arrived a second letter, full 
of reproaches and suspicions. 

This letter is unfortunately missing, and its tenor can only 
be gathered in part from his reply, which indicates wounded 
feeling. 'How can you for an instant doubt my love and fidelity? 
Have you not a hundred times read my inmost thoughts? Did 
you not discover a passion as pure as it was strong? Have you 
not felt that your image would always hold the first place in this 
heart which you now dit:>dain, and that though surroumled by 
pleasures, honours and riches, without you I should enjoy no­
thing?' And he adds: ' While you were giving full play to 
yom suspicion fortune was working for me, I dare not say for 
us ; ' and then he proceeds to speak in such a way of a letter 
received from his father desiring his return to England as would 
rather confirm her suspicions, for he tells her that it was a 
letter so tender, and enlarges so earnestly on projects for his 
career in England that he foresees a thousand obstacles to his 
happiness. (Mlle. Curchod had made it a condition of the 
engagement that he should settle in Switzerland.) 

'I do not see,' replies Mademoiselle, 'unless you can find 
some palliation, how you would dare to propose to a tender and 
affectionate father, to whom you owe so much for what he has 
already done or intends to do in the future for you-I do not 
see how you would dare to own that your plan is to leave him, 
in his old age, to live with a foreigner, whose superiority over 
so many other women whom you might marry, perhaps only 
exists in your imagination, and to whom you owe no kind of 
gratitude.' 

M. d'Haussonville says that towards the end of Gibbon's 
sojourn at Lausanne his engagement, 'if not publicly confessed 
by the young girl, was at least half agreed to by her parents, 
and fully accepted by her.' He adds that while she repulsed 
the idea of a marriage against the will of Gibbon's father, 'at 
the same time she appeared not to admit that Gibbon's submis­
sion to the paternal will could break the union of their two 
hearts, and she placed her confidence in quelque espece de p(i/,­
linl it'e, thinking with reason that an obstacle of this nature 
(Gibbon's father was in effect very aged) could not be eternal.' 
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But Gibbon senior was at that time not above fifty-two, and 
apparently had many years of life before him. 

(i_ibbon retur~ed to England in the spring of 1758, and 
Tem.o.med there five years. I have found no correspondence 
dnrmg the first four years of this period, except an unpublished 
Jetter f1·om Gibbon which accompanied his 'Essai sur l'Etnde cle 
la Litterature.' This essay, begun at Lausanne in French the 
familiar. language of his conversation and studies, in whi~h it 
was easier for him to write than in his mother tongue, was com­
pleted at the end of August, and after numexous corrections 
given to the press April 23, 1761, a,nd he received the fll'st cop; 
June 23 ~t Alresford. ' I had reserv:ed,' he says, twenty copies 
for my friends at Lausanne, as the :first fruits of my education 
and a grateful token of my remembrance.' ' 

Gibbon's epistle, hitherto unpublished, resembles in some 
turns of expression and thought the dedication to his father in 
the London edition of his 'Essai sur l'Etude de la, Littemture ' 
1761. It appears that it had been his original intention t~ 
dedicate the work to Mlle. Curchod, by whom possibly the honour 
;vas declined. This, however, can only be a matter of conjecture 
m the absence of any correspondence. In fact, from the tenor 
of another letter presently quoted, it looks as if Mlle. Curchod 
had not acknowledged the volume, for a vear later in writinO' 

J ' b 
from Geneva, she sends him some notes of reflections to which 
the perusal of his work had given rise on its reception by 
her. 

Gibbon's letter was written in French. The original is in 
the archives of the Duke de Broglie, and I am indebted to his 
nephew, Count d'Haussonville, for the copy from which the suli­
joined translation is made : 

' Mademoiselle, 

'What is a modern Dedicatory Epistle? An enu­
meration of virtues, often taken at hazard, with which one deco­
rates a g1·eat person, and which one pretends to have "'iven rise 
to in one's own mind from sentiments as imaginaryn as their 
cause is chimerical. What conclusions do the readers draw from 
it? 'rhat the author had need of reward or protection which he 
believed his patron capable of procuring for him. What is the 
fruit? The protector inlmles the inct1n~e as if he was ignorant 
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. t" a despises iclobtry as if he was 
f l thor's mten 1ous, an ' . 

o tie au . ted with them. What an (1buse of an excellent 
perfectly acquam . t . ich wiser and dedicated their 
. . t' , The ancnen s wern mt ' 
mst1tu ion. h . f . a . to m"sters of the art; they even · t' s to t eir rien s or " 
composi ,10na t o find these two qualitie~ in the same perso~. I_n 
endeavonre th t . 1 b t forcible ln.nguo,l'le which is 
it they employedr h~ s1;: orea:on and nuimated by sentirn nt. 
f'nitable to men _Em i~ ene . Y . . d them for i;uch po.trons) were 
']'h . rni"ses (if fairness xequue . . a h' . eir P "' ' t of their fnen s ip · . t't a the monumen ' 
the tribute of t.heu gra i n e, t d the limits which cool 

. . h ened that they overs eppe , 
anil if it aIJp . 1' • such excesses was always to 
. 1 t escnbec1 an excuse ior . . 
JUC gmen pr- . ~ . 1 I uld like to re-establish this 

-" d · thPn' prmcip es. wo . . 
be ioun in , h :Mademoiselle to be its object. 

d I lrnve c osen you, ' . 
custom, an t th' , hoi'ce. it should not surprise you 

t t i~ um br(),ae a is c ' . . 
Do no , a .._e 0 t' ts It is (1 long time smce you 

. member my sen .imen . . . 
when.you Ieheart those of esteem anU admiration, and such fine 
read m my f ther on their road. But you 

ours have gone even ur . 11 
eyes as y d ' h t those qu·1lities are wluch can ea l · to iscover w a , < • 
aro see ong l'ttle to become t.hat which you 

· It has cost you so i 
for prmses. < • h w great is the phenomenon. 

cannot perceive o 
are that you < • 

1 
b ty which would soften a tyrant 

c1 a_ you wit 1 a eau . 
Nature en owe l 't . she united with it that happy gift of 

_, · flame an anc 1or1 e , f f 
anu in l a· t 'b t s to a small number o avour-. h' 1 she on y is r1 u e ' 
iileasmg w ~ c l . 1 tt ts to imitate. your century 
. d v hich art vam y a em p . d b t 
ites an ' h 11' d t f·'volity were not only sl1tisfie ' -u cl x bot a ie o 11 ' 
an your se ' d t applaud this beautiful creature. But your 
already pre1xi,re f:el that OU had a friend, ancl that lmowleclge 
reaso.n made .you t. w1:t tliscoveries ! and how few i:e~·sons 
was its nonnshmen ld l c1e thorn , The hapr1y facility of 
. 't' n wou iave ma , · 
m your pos1 10 . , l)i'd flight thronrrh science, mid 

·us aideu you m yom ra b 
your gem . . tt ·'buted to it returned with usury 
t ' fr ours wlnch you a 11 . 1 
ne l1V d t 't I 11'1-e to see you anuc your · h' h you owe o i . ~ ' ' ' 

everytlnng W ic . 1 ·self behind a modesty which 
. t po.mons, concea yom . 
ignorn.n comhe fruit of wise reflection combined with a happ.y 
can anly be t h' on you have absolute neecl of this 

t, For t is reas 
c1rn.rac er. . _ l t t'on agl1inst vour eternal enemy, 

't is the on y pro ec 1 J I 
moclcsty ; l . t' . ycm would be afraid that , I will not con mne , . 
l~nvy ..... - f1 . A1 , hut I have not yP.t comph~a 

eclmrr to attery. 1 · . . . f 
was procc " f. f . . . . I have followel1 the mclmatwn o 
with all the lawH o an ness. ' 
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my heart, and this poor sketch in making you known will call 
forth admiration at the happy union of virtue, science, and 
beauty. vVhat a misfortune that you did not live in the time of 
Paris ! The Shepherd would not have been embrorrassed in his 
choice, and would have given you the apple ; the three Goduesses 
woulcl have appbuded his decision, none doubting that the 
perfection which distinguished. you from the others should have 
the preference.' 

Although no correspondence has been yet discovered between 
Cl-ibbon and Mlle. Curchod during four years, from 1758 to 1762, 
with exceptfon of the epistle just quoted, it seems almost certain 
that such a correspondence took place, and we can ascertain its 
tenor from Mlle. Curchod's letter of September 21, 1763, for 
that cannot refer to a letter writter, subsequent to Gibbon's letter 
of ac1ieu. Gibbon himself says in that letter of August 24, 1762, 
t.hat he wrote thrice to l1er immediately after leaving Lausanne, 
although, he adds, 'you dicl not receive my letters.' How could 
he know this unless she had written to that effect ? Again, in 
her review of their relations to one another, in the letter which 
conclucled this love episode, she says: ' You left (Switzerland) ; 
your letter (from England) informed me of Mr. Gibbon's refusal, 
and shortly (by illness) I was brought t o the brink of the gmve. 
JVr y (1ffiicted parents no longer placed a cnrb upon my sentiments. 
What did I not write to you ? Finally you answered my letters, 
and, in the words which I have underlined, " Y our smil alone lw.~ 
niy homage, how w n my inclinntion be momenf.ary ? I shall be 
only too happy to trecit with respect your sensibility," I thought 
I reatl only the great efforts of your delicate mind; you knew 
my arrangements with Montplaisir, you c1id not venture to pro­
pose to me to remain nt liberty until you could have yourR. 
'l'lte iclea that you were sacrificing your happiness to mine 
persuadecl me that there was none for me away from you; I even 
wished to calm your pretended anxiety as to my future; I wrote 
to you the details of som e hopes of fortune which were opened 
up to my dear parents and which might calm my scruples as to 
my obstinate refusals. E ven your silence only increaseu my 
esteem; thus dill I explain everything by this idea of perfection 
with which I was filled.' 

It is evident that it was after this sil i:mce thrtt Gibbon wrote 
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the following final letter of adieu, dated from Buriton, August 21, 
1762: 

'Mad moisell , I cannot begin! Yet I must. I take up 
my pen I lay it do,vn, take it up again. You understand from 
this introduction what I am about to say. Spare me the rest. 
Yes, Mac1emoi rnlle, I must give up all thought of you for ever ! 
The decree has gone forth, my heart laments over it; but with 
my duty before me I must be silent. . 

'On my arrival in England, my inclination and my mterest 
counselled me alike to endeavour to gain my father's affecti01i 
nnd to dissipate all th cl uds which ha<l ome between us f~r 
som. time past. I can fln.tt 11· myself that I htwe sue d d; bis 
wh le connuct his kind attentions, the most solid benefits, ha e 
con vine d rne of it. I seizeu the moment wh n h asau1· d me 
that all his plaDS woulcl tend to make me happy, to ask his p i·­

mission to off 1· my lf to the woman with whom all countries, 
unu r any conditions, would mak m equally happy, and with-

ut whom they would all be l'm·d nsome to tne. Hel'e is his 
reply : '' M:a.n7 your foreigner, you ar iudepeud nt. But l>efi re 
doing so, rE1mem1 r that you ru.· a son and a citizen." Re then 
enlm·ged upon the cruelty of a.bMdon.ing him and of kinging 
liim to the grav for llis tim ; upon th c wardice of tramp­
ling lmd r foot everything thiit I owed to my countrr- I 
witllch-ew t;o my room and r main a ther two honrs; I will not 
endeavom· to J scribe my state of mind! I cam out to tell my 
father that I sacrificed to him all the hn,ppiness of my life. 

' May you, Mademoiselle, be happier than I can ever hope 
to be! It will always be my prayer; it will even be my con­
solation. Would that I could contribute towards its completion! 
I tremble to learn your fate; still, do not keep me in ignorance 
of it. It will be a very cruel moment for me. Assure 1\{. n,m1 
Mme. Curchod of my respect, my esteem anc1 my regrets. Adieu, 
Maclemoiselle. I shall always remember Mlle. Curchod as the 
most worthy ancl the most charming of women; may she not 
entirely forget a man who did not merit the despair to which he 
is now the prey. 

'Adieu, Mademoiselle ; this letter must appear strange to 
you in every respect; it is the reflection of my soul. 

' I wrote to you twice en route, at, a villn.ge in Lorraine aucl 
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from Maestricht, and once from London; yon did not receive my 
letters; I do not know if I ought to hope that this one may 
reach you. I have the honour to be, with sentiments which are 
the torment of my life, and an esteem which nothing can alter, 
Mademoiselle, 

'Your very humble and very obedient servant, 

'GIBBON.' 
T"'.o or three things in this letter give rise to queries. 

Does it really belong to the year 1762? for Gibbon desires 
::Mll . tnohod to assure her fotl1er nnd mother of bis re~pects, 
est m, an_d regrets .. Now, L Curchod H d in January or 
11 ~ruar~, 1760. It is ~lea.r, therefol' · , that either the year in 
whieh. tlus letter was wntten was not 1762, or if this date be 
exact, it leads one to suppose that no correspondence had taken 
place after the death of M. Curchod and the writing of this 
letter. 

It has been snggesb d that perhaps G·ibbon did not know 
tl~at M. Onrohod was d acl, or tlrnt he hnd forgotten it. If he 
d1c1 not know it would indicate 1;hat no correspondence had 
tak n place dn.ring the above interval; and this idea is confirmed 
by the rAference of Mlkt Ouroliod in a letter, June 4, 1763, to 
t,h fact that upon the appearance of Gibbon's Essay, she placed 
on paper the ideas to which it hnd given rise, and now (1763) 
veuturea to send them to him. 

· It seems to me i.ncredible that, being, as one of the letters 
which I publish proves, deeply sensible of Suzanne Ourchod's 
affection and devotion to her father, in writing to her he should 
forget that he was no longer alive. We must remember too 
that he speaks of M. and Mme. Curchod in his Memoirs i~ th~ 
highest terms. 

, M. d'Haussonvi lle has been mi1~ble to .find a copy of 
Fhrnanne Cur ·hou a reply. He says tLa.t she does not appeat• to 
have at once felt th resentment which one might supp se she 
would. She remember d no doubt that she Lael herself u clll.l'ed 
~o Gibbon. that she would not enter into a marriage against his 
father's wISh. She seemed still to believe in his love and was 

. ' eventually confirmed m the idea by Gibbon's arrival at Lausanne 
a few months later; for a day or two after his coming, May 30, 
l 7o3, she wrote to him from Geneva: 

VOL. II. 
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tl t"n I am taking; I wonlt1 likt_1 
'![ · , I blush at ie s "< 

' i• ons1mn, ld l'k t hide it from myself. Good ·a •t f you I won i e o to h1 e l rom ' . . t heart 80 far to degrade 
. 't sible for an innocen . 

heavens, is l pos . . . 1 I b ve bad far more terrible 
. lf? What a hun11lrnt1on · a I 
itse . . I h flt more keenly. cannot 
sorrows, but none. wlnch . :w:t e f myself. It is e88ential to 
help it, I am carried away rn s1~ e: ld mal'e this effort; if I 
my own peace of mind th~t ls ou _ any ~hance of happin0Rs 

· t 'ty there is no onger 
lose tlns oppor am ' bl t joy it from the inst::n1t 
for me: but have I ever ?een a et' o e~tself thouO'ht it saw in 

· · s 1n tormen mg i ' 0 

that my heart, rngemou 1 tl e proof of your Jelicacy of 
k f our coldness on Y 1 

. • h' the mar s o Y ~ I h e been indulgmg 111 t is 
feeling? For the last fi~e year". bl:vfolly . finally, my mind, 

tl ·h my 1nconce1va ' I 
idle fancy Houg . t b convinced of its error ; 
romantic as it may be, has Jd~s ~en foolish heart . sign tlrn 

knees to issuane a ' . 
ask you on my . 1.ir ence and my heai·t will 

l of your inc i11er ' . h . 
complete avowa t ·tainty will bring wit it 

. lf t . ts new sta e ; cm ' 
accustom itse 0 i . y 11 be the most con-

r • 11· h I sin·h. ou won l 
the repose ior w. lC fb e this act of frankness, and God 

.11 f' 1f you re use m Tr 
ternpti) e o men 1 btl loves me although n.e so 

h t d who con ess ' . . 
who sees my ear an , 

1 
I , t will punish you, m spite of 

. Goe iepea , 
sorely tries n:e . '..i. tb~. least prevarication in your reply, or 
my nrayers if there ue 'll't 

i · ' . 1 y with my tranqm i y. 
if by your silence you p a tl y proceec1ing to ·w homsoevm· 

-.f ·eveal my unwor i f ' I yon ever I d ·est friend the horror o 
· t'- ld even to my eai · ' 

it may be m -11e wor ' the extent of my fault, I shall 
· l t uld show me " · 1 my pun1s 1men wo . f hich I hac1 not estimatec 

't f'ightfol cnme o w . l 
look upon i as a r l h t 't is a base action wlnc l 

't I already fee t a i , . 
the atroc1 ·Y· '- ' t conduct and my real sent1-
outrages my modesty, my pas ' 

ments.' . d] 1 to, M Gibbon rrentilhomrno 
This pathetic letter is a c re~sstT~c e. ' The' ~vriter after-

. M 1 Mezery, a ,ausann . 
anglais, chez · c e G'bb nnc1 on it is written by her ' a . t from 1 on, u • . 7 
wards recov~1e i . h. 'A thinl.:ing sol!l is 1mnishment cnu11y 1., 
own hand' m Enghs . ' 

t7 7 t drmn.~ b/oo(l. · 1 tt 
mul e·ve'1'·!J w-n:J " ' · . h· t G'bbon's answer to this e er 

It is a g:·eat nnsfort~~~~.t C~wch~d's reply to it (.J.une G) is 
cannot be discovered. ·11 's work but it is chfficult to 

. . C t d'Haust>onvi e ' . , , 
given m oun tl , et ln.ngurio·e of Gibbons answei. 

· f l er lPtter ie ex11 • "' lletermme rom 1 · ' 
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But he replied promptly, for her response is only five days later 
than the letter just quoted. 

'It iB not,' she says, 'to you tho.t saccific d my happiness, 
but to ilin imaginary b ing who n ver existed e:xcep·t in a wild, 
romantic head such as mine; for, from the moment I was uu­
cleceived by your letter, you b~oame for me one of bhe class to 
which all other men belong, anu from being the only one whom 
I have ever been able to love, you became one of those fol' wnom 
I should bava the least liking, because you bear the least 
r sernbla.no. to my chimerical lover.' 

It would thus seem tha.t Gibbon had frankly admitted thn.t 
!Jis pnssion wn.s nded., and had Mked for a continued friend­
s11ip for she offers it : 'My contluot 11uu my feelings ho.ve 
deserved your esteem and your friendship, and I count upon 
both ; in future let the1' be no more mention of our ancient 
hi tory. • .. At 1;he time t.hat yoUl' work [' L'Essai sur l I!ltmde 
c] la LittGratu ·e '] appeared, I wrote down 1•lte ideas to wJ1ioh 
it had given :rise. I ventor lio s nc1 them to you ns the first 
uuwk of my friendship. It will no1; be my fault if I do not give 
you others.' he hopes to meet him, and in conclusion says : 
• I am inforffiecl uy Jetter that seve1•al English persons nl'e leav­
ing Pads for Moti rs; if this l)e the ol ~oct which brings you t 
my country, and if you wish for a letter or introc1uction lio 
I crnsseau, pmy let m know, as many of my best ftienas ar in 
· nstcmt am1 intimate communicatiion wibh him; in n word, you 

will oblige me greatly if you will in some way test th1:1 sincc>x es­
t•om whi h.I bu.ve for you, nnd my admiration for your talents.' 

Sh also manag s, witJ1 nrtistic Cttsualness, to mention tbnt 
sine he1· late 1> reaivememts 1 Switzf' rl0tnd bad become odiou1:1 to 
hm·, o.n<l tho.t she lind thoughts of seeki.ng occupation in Engln.ud. 
'l'his incidentrLl withdrawal of tb conditions she had imposed on 
het.rotlu l, t-hat ha sboukl r .·id · in Switz rluncl, is one of vari us 
.in1lications in this Jetter tJ.iat '-ibbon's r ply had left lt r lei:is 
'lil'llnquil than before. It now appears tha~ the suggestion to 
Gibbon of a visit t Rousseun was her last hope. Iler confidant, 
the Pastor Moulton,~ had r evealed her sad cas to his friend 

1 I-T er father, the Pastor Cmchod, c1irc1 in 17Ci0, and he.r mother in 1763. 
., Prin\ Moulton (172fi--178ii), horn at Mont.po\lier, was the son of a Protr·r:lri11t 

rdnf'.CP.. H e wn.s the lrienll of Voltaire as well n,s of Rousseau, who confhl,,,l to 
I< :.l 
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Rousseau, and ]JaU writt n to her that it 'intcrestetl him 
[Rousseau] gl'eatly, for he al ready loved you, and besides he 
much likes anything l'athe:r romtintic : he promised me that if 

ibbon came he would not foil to speak to him about you, and 
in a very £11.ttering manner.' The Pastor also wxote to Roussean 
on the subject, asking him not t o forget Mlle. Ourcl1od, an u 
xclniming, 'I swear to you, my worthy friend, that I know 

nothing more pure, more heavenly, than the min<l of that girl.' 
Whereon Rousseau frees his mind, .Tune 4 : 

' You give me for Mlle. Curchod a commission of which I 
shall acquit myself badly, precisely on account of my esteem for 
her. The coldness of M:. Gibbon makes me think ill of him ; I 
have read his book again, ' L'Essai sur l'Etude de fa Litterature : ' 
in it he seeks fo l' a reputation as a man of wit, but his language 
is forced anc1 unnatural. M. Gibbon is not the man for me ; I 
cannot think that he is the man for Mlle. Ourchod: he who does 
not feel her value is not worthy of her, but he who has been able 
to feel it and detaches himself from her, is a man to be despised. 
She does not know what he wants ; this man serves her better 
than her own heart. I should a hundred times prefer him to 
leave her poor and free among you than take her away to be 
unhappy and rich in England. In truth, I hope tlrn.t M. Gibbon 
will not come. I should like to disguise my feelings, but I 
Rhould not know how ; I should like to act well, and I feel that 
I shall spoil everything.' 

Gibbon did not come, but in aftcw years he read this letter 
and added a note in his Memoirs : ' As an author I shall not 
appeal from the judgment, or taste, or caprice of Jecin Jncyiws; 
but that extraordinary man, whom I admire and pity, should 
have been less precipitate in condemning the moral character 
and conduct of a stranger.' 1 

To Mlle. Ourchod's letter of June 5, quoted above, Gibbon 
returned, June 23, an answer which, c.:onsidering its nature, was 

him most. of his mn.nuscriptR. He has left some works n.ev 1· llublishecl, the 
.most impol'tnnt being I~ study of the first three centur ies or tho Oburch. Defore 
her m1,1~rJnge with. M. Neaker Mlle. Curchod livecl for seven.) years in the 
Moult.au fnmily, o.nd itwllS lo the N eckers that the Pastor MouHoa was inclcbtecl 
fer his entry into high society. 

1 Gibbon further characterises Jean Jacques in 11 letter which I puhlish in 
the next chaptor (p . 360). 

VAUD, BERNE, AND SAVOY 3'11 

a · P tly one. 'M\st it always be,' he asks, 'that you tlrns 
ffi r m,e u deg-1· e of l1 app.iness which r U>\!On obliges me to 

renounce ? I have lo t y<im· love, yom· fr.ie.adsbip rema.ins t,o 
m , a.nd ~ feel too m.uoh honoured to allow myself to hesitate. 
~ ace pt it, Ma~emolSelle, as a ]Jl'ecious excha11ge for mine whicJi 
1s already entirely yours, and as an_ att ribute whose worth I 
know too well ever to lose it. I foel all the pleasure of t his 
~1~ ·espondeuce, b1tt at the ~ame tim.e I recognise all tilie damger 

ol 1t . I u~derstand it as applied to myself, I fear it for both of 
us. Pe1:m1t me to seek safety in silence. Pardon my fi ars, 
!11tl m.01 ~elle1 th y ~re l:ounded upon esteem. Upot1. all ese n­

tial occas1ons you will oJwnys find in me a fri nd who asks for 
tasks as well as favours.' 

Th t· ma~n.der of the l tter consists of some commonplaces 
about, ~he po.s1tio~ of ~a~ly's co~1panion in Illnglnnu in res}Jonse 
t~ h r ~~n:ons mqmr1es, _whi10~ were a vehicle of conv yiug t0 
b 1?~ ~er w1l~m.gn~s to qmt w1tz ~·land ; aii d concerning her 
cntic1Bll1I:l of his' Esso.i.' Bub tb leading thought is contained in 
t.~ pnragraph j i~s-t quoted, which with blended d licaoy aud 
1n ~mes~ l ut passion u t of court tmd established the long fi·i nd­
ship w]mili ensued betwe n these two. Mlle. Ourohod appa1· ntly 
could not ~t once make up her mind to accept the cl ree of fate . 
After havmg met Gibbon at one of Voltaire's theatrical soirees 
at Perney, where he no doubt consitiered it p ·ud nt to treat h i· 

without any partio~la~ m11rkr;; of l'egard, and possib}y went to 
the extent of caut1omng her, she wrot to him from Geneva

1 
September 21, a long and angry review of their love affair from 
her standpoint. 

I have already shown by this letter (printed in Count 
d'Haussonville's volumes) the existence of a probable correspon­
dence between 1758 and-say 1762. It contains two other 
remarkable things. In it Mlle. Curchod says: 'One sorrow 
prey:d upo~ me ; you were rich, you might suspect me of 
1m~kmg sacrifices for the sake of money. M. de Montplaisir 
?fforded me W: oppertuuity of' proving the contrary to you, and 
:11 a conver~ation which I had wit h you on this subject, being 
in:pelled without doubt l)y the idea. which entirely filled my 
nnnd, I made known to you all the olfers of this man, when to 
my great t>urprise you made me similar offern.' As this state-
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men.t wo.s made in conv:ersntion, it is evid nt that M. do Mou t;­
plai i.r mged bis suit with her b fo1·e ihbon left ausa.nn . 
rrhe second noticeable s1;atement is this : ' If,' she says, ' you 
have been told that I listened f r a single moment t0 M:. 
d'Eyverdnn, I have his l tters, you know his ~n~writing, a 
ghmce Will suffice to justify me; dui·iug the .lifetime of my 
fa.th e1· I also kept up an exact correspondenc _wJ.t h M. de Mont. 
[pla.isir]. But what grief when, nt the mo~fnghtful momont ~f 
my lifi , you , upon whom alon my heart relied, a.bandone~ me to 
t he horror of my despt~ir, whil this man whom I ho,d desp1sed­
while others who w re almost unknown to me-- But let ui,; 
leave these odious comparisons . .. . Carried away by~ the : eflec­
tions to which your concluct gave iis and by the s1tuat,ion of 
my dear anc.l resp -cted mother, I submitted to my fat~ [accept­
ance of M. de Montplo.isiT] : all the arra.ng ments b mg ma.de, 
I bro1ce oil' on a su ffioi utly plausible pretext almost at th 
moment of their onclusion ; nnd this I can still p rove by a 
succession of letters. My heart, but too r ady to j ustify you, 
ha~ caused me to plan a kind of li£ both weal'isom ~nd dreary 
[ that of a gov rness] but which woul amply prov1d for my 

mother .' 
It thus appenrs that MU . Cu.rchod, while engaged to Gibl on, 

was still regarded at ,Ja.uaa.nne as open to offers, even by G orge 
yverdun , Gibbon's intimo.te friend, and thnt she wus aotu~y 

ngaged to a wealthy g ntleman o~ rank tw_o. ye~·s before 
Gibbon broke off the engagement. 'lh proba111hty is that sb 
}lad not been very muc.h in love with Gibbon until sh . read 
his JDssa.y-she then recognised her lover as n. man of genrns. 

She continues : 'I led this kind of life during t hr e whole 
years; inflnenc d by a p l'SOD [Moulton J w_h~ was de;oted to 
in , all y'>ur conduct conffrmed me i.n my opm1on and indeil rue 
to bear 10y lot. If during these three years I have not won lihe. 
steam of all the G nevese, if' my mothei· hits not shed t t1rs ol 

joy at the marks of esteem which h~;e been sho:vered upon me, 
if I have not rejected every propo.s1t10n of marrrnge and all the 
attentions of men worthy to be loved, then I will confess that I 

have cause for blushing. 
'I cannot express myself with as much force on the visits, 

momentary m1c1 fur pure recreation, w hi1.;h I paid to La usanue ; 
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thf:'I pl ea~urn ol' lit'.ing away from lessons aml sbvcwy, aud, above 
~~J~, ~;ltt) llLt'.xpn ~~slLlc dia.rm, unknown to me tluriug my fatlwr's 
lif etune, ot havmg my_ ~other as a continual witness of my 
arnus m nta ~~u . to re.imce over the little triumphs of my se.Jf. 
esteem ; everythrz:g? ! say,, urged me to attract the j ealousy of 
wom n and t,he cr1tiCllSJll of men which I dill not enjoy. Bnt if, 
among those who IJlel ·e i me, a single one can be pointed out 
who has elfacec1 yon from my heart, I will again confess that I 
ought to blush in your presence. Can you have received a false 
impression? I flatter myself tlrnt my character is too well knowu 
to . yon to allow yon t~ plncc any faith in mere gossip. 'l'wo 
thmgs, l~uwever, may still make me uneasy : a miniature portl'ait 
taken without my knowledge Ly a paiuter of whose existence 
evc1~ I w~s. ignorant; 1 five or six verses called forth by a suc­
crn:mwn of Jests the source of which I can explain and which 
~1reatlrn, nevertheless, in spite of all, the feeling which was still 
rn my heart ; but no, these two things are in tbe hamls of a 
man 2 incapaLle of a mean or deceitful action. Ah ! why search 
c~ l sewhere for a cause which is too well known to me ? What 
el::;e remains to me at present tliu,n to fall upon my knees and 
thank that Supreme Being who has drawn me away from the 
greatest of all misfortunes ? Yes, I begin to believe it, you 
WOl~ld have lamented that ~ ~till e,"ist d ; it migLt injure your 
p1·0J ects of fo:·tune or a_mbit10n, ~nd yom ill-ilisguisecl regret.a 
wo?ld have killed me with despair. Should I blush at ha.vjng 
written ~o you, hard heart that I formerly thought so t nd ? 
'Yh~t did I ask of you ? Y om father still lives, and my con­
v10t10ns are t~n~:terahl~; "'.hat then dicl I want? 'l'o cling to 
the only sens1b1hty which is left to me. All nature was dead 
to me.; could I wish to .see it also disfigured? I t ell you again, 
11onsrn~r, the heart which has once known mine and. has ceased 
to love it for a moment, was not worthy of it, and will nevei· 
have my esteem.3 ~f I have rnmcl any other language to you, if 
my pen hRis traced it, I blush for it at the present moment . it 
was the effect of an indefin able sentiment, a listlessness ~nd 

1 Where is this miniature? 
2 

Probably George Deyverdun. See verses addressed to Mlle. Curchod in 
preceding chapter. 

". Thi G c;cntence GO closely resembles one ia Rousseau's Jotter of June 4 t 
Mnnltou , ~ 1 vr.n n.ntc, p. :HO, that it is clear that letter concerning her aff · .h, ~ 
been shown to her. alrR a<.< 
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indifference nnc1er vexation, and, above all, of the ro11ugnance 
that one feels at having an idol overthrown. 

'My conduct, you say, contradicts this assertion. In what 
way, I pray you? I act with you as with an upright man of 
the world, incapable of breaking his promise, of sedu~ing o~ of 
betraying, but who, on the other hand, has amused himself by 
lacerating my heart with the most cruelly prepared and w~ll­
executed tortures ; I will therefore no longer threaten you with 
heavenly wrath, an expression which escaped me o~ a ~i:st 
impulse, but I can here assure you, without prophet1~ spint, 
that you will one day regret the irreparnble loss which you 
have sustained in alienating for ever the too tender and open 
heart of ' S. C. 

' Geneva: September 21, 1763.' 1 

The letter has a tra(}'ic termination which was not justified 
0 

by the future relations of this interesting pair. Writing from 
Buriton to Mr. Holroyd, afterwards Lord Sheffield, October 31, 
1765, Gibbon says: 

'The Ourchod (Madame Necker) I saw at Paris. She was 
very fond of me, and the husband particularly civil. Could they 
insult me more cruelly? Ask me every evening to supper; go 
to bed, and leave me alone with his wife-what an impertinent 
security! it is making an old lover of mighty little consequence. 
She is as handsome ns ever, and much genteeler; seems pleased 
with her fortune rather than proud of it. I was (perhaps indi::;­
creetly enough) exalting Nanette d'Illens's good luck and the 
fortune. What fortune? (asked she, with an air of contempt) 
-not above twenty thousand livres a year. I smiled, and she 
caught herself immediately-" What airs I give myself in de­
spisin" twenty thousand livres a year, who a year ago looked 

b • f . h ,,, 
upon eight hundred as the summit o my w1s es. 

In writing of this meeting to Mme. de Brenles, a week bter, 
Mme. Necker remarks: 'I was alive beyond all expression to 
the pleasure of this visit, not that I retain any tender sentiment 
for a man who I believe scarcely merits it ; but my feminine 

' Carried away by emotion, Mlle. Curchocl in the course of this .letter seems 
to Jrnve 1.iecome somewhat involved in her clat.es. The ollscuro points. may be 
readily made cletir by certain l B tter~ which Gibbon preserved and which were 
among the Shcmeld-Gillllon MSS. 
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vanity has never had a more complete or a more honest triumph. 
JJe remained two weeks at Paris; I had him every day at my 
house; he had become mild, yielding, humble, decent even to 
m.od_est~; a constant witness of the tenderness of my husband, 
of Jus wit and his gaiety ; a zealous admirer of wealth he caused 

. ' 
me for the first time to appreciate that which surrounds me 
whereas formerly it had only produced a disagreeable sensatior: 
in me.' 1 

A year earlier she had written, to the same, from Paris: 
'To-morrow I am to bind my lot to the man whom I love most 
in the world, and I shall be the mistress of my own house, and 
s1~rrounded by all that superfluity which makes my reason groan 
witl10ut turning it giddy.' 2 

As th.e yeal'B rolled by the friendship between Mme. Necker 
and Gibbon increased, and nothing can be more appropriately 
t · nder n.nd affect ionate than her letters to him in the closing 
moments of his life. 

. Fr01~1 Coppet, she writes, July 12, 1793: 'At Londonevery­
thmg brmgs you back to worldly thoughts, while here everythillg 
removes us from them; near you the souvenirs which you recalled 
to me were sweet to me, and the ideas of th pr sent which you 
evoked were remrited without trouble ; the linking of a great 
number of years 8 U1 a to bring all periods of tim tog th l' 

with 1 ctri al rll.pidity; you were min at twenty years ~f age 
aa well as at fifty : fa· awii.y from you, the different places I 
lil;\ve inhabited are nothing more than the mile.stones of my 
life.' 

Again, from Lausanne, December 9, 1793: 'I cannot express 
to you, Monsieur, what a shock it was to me to hear such unex­
p et <.1 news as we have received of you ; in vain M. de ~very 
Im~ sn1Tom.1ded it wit.h i~U kinds of moml reflections which might 
l' h ve our snd thoughts ; yolll' courage, yom· gaiety, yo\ll' 
am aity ; all these qualiti s, so amiable in former t imes, weigh 
ullon my he.'1rt with the the1· reasons that I have for liking you. 
'J'l1e evening of our life is indeed covered with clouds, since 
friendship even, sweet friendship, in which we used to firnl an 
aflylum, is at present a very centre of pain which finds its echo 

1 Paris, November 7, 1765. Golowkin, p. 266. 
' Golowkin, p. 24U. 
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in cvm·y part, of my being. I will tdl you nothing 111on1, Mon­
sieur · my weakness accords ill with your heroism, and it ia only 

' . while speaking to you of yomself that we can cease hearmg one 

::i.nother.' 
In closing this review of the engagement and subsequent 

friem1r>hip between Gibbon and Suzanne CmchoJ, afterwards 
:Mme. Necker, I follow my judgment anJ my wish in Jeclar­
in"' that I entertain towards her the highest sentiments ol' 

b 

respectful admiration. I consider that she was ah1:>olutely exact 
in what she said nbout her correspondence with Deyvcrdun. 
H ere, for instance, is an unpublished letter aclaressed l1y her to 
him about 17Gl, several years before her marriage, and while 
:oho was still engaged to Gibbon, characterized by gaiety and 
vlayfnlness, but of an entirely harmless nature. It was evidently 
written by her at Lausanne nnd delivered by hand, as them i::i 
no pm;tmark and the worcls ' Canton de Vaud ' are not on the 

envelope : 
'Monsieur, I live in a country where women tlo not 011joy 

many privileges. Dulness and reasoning out trifles are almmit 
the only ones which are nccorded to them. Up to the present 
I have not abusetl these privileges; Lut being kept in restraint 
they have increased withont pity. I have entered so well into 
the spirit of the nation that I had begun my letter by a slight 
doubt as to the prudence of my intention of putting my hand 
to the pen; yon would have lnughed at the pruJe who had 
traced it. I return therefore to my former frankness, and thank 
you openly for having informed me of the reason of the silence 
of my dear friend Guex. 1 If I were jealous of the rights of my 
sex, I should have had to pardon him for hnving succeeded in 
doing that which so many pretty girls have attempted in vain- ­
in giving evidence of your sensibility. But each of us must 
have his success ; I inspired your mind, it touched your heart., 
and nlthough it tloes not appear to be quite regular, I under­
stand that by means of all these operations we shall make a 
charming cavalier of you. Parllon, MonsimH, pitrdon ! that 
does not mean that you are wanting in any qualities for becom-

1 Guel' , frequently mentioned in Geor;;c Deyvcrclun'G. Journal, an<~ in Captain 
f;amuel Deyv11rdun'u Diary as his cousin. The family was ongumlly from 
i\lorges. 
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i11g one; the only thing needed is the fire which J evelops them ; 
aud it is perhaps a long time since a womnn and a preacher 
have been seen working hand in hand to attain the same result. 

'I do not feel myself permitted to reply at present to all 
tlw brilliant sallies in your letter, nor even to give a new turn 
to the nssurances of the great consideration with which I have 
the honour to be, Monsieur, your humble and obe.Uieut servant, 

'S. C.'1 
I finish this chapter with an unpublished letter in my 

possession from the eminent Swiss philosopher and naturalist, 
Charles Bonnet (17 20-1703), to his friend, Georges Louis 
Lesage (1721-1803), known by his tlemonstrations at Geneva 
(in 17 7 4) of the possibility of the electric telegraph. This letter 
finds here a proper place, inasmuch as we learn from it that Mlle. 
Cnrchod was at .M:ontelimar, and from a memorandum upon iL 
that she left for that place the day after her parting letter to 
Gibbon. 

'I tlo not wish, my dear Philosopher, that you should be ill ; 
but even if you suffer in the slightest manner, I do not wi1:1lt you 
to write more than four lines. I have receivetl a note from you 
which is worth a letter; I reply immediately. Accept all ouv 
best wishes for the re-establishment of the health of a man w lw 
is dear to us. '11ake care of it as we wish you to do, and forget 
for a time that corpuscles exist so that you mny remember only 
tlmt portion of matter to which a lofty mind is attached. 

'Our friend Lalande still loves me then, in spite of my 
opinions, which are opposed to those of Buffon. Tell him that 
he will never be indifferent to me, and that I give him plenary 
absolution for his negligenceR, past, present, and to come. It 
is necessary to act thus in venial cases. But then the poor 
follow is ill after a laborious cicconchemcnt. This big treatise 
coultl not have been evolved in his head without great effort1:1, 
and these efforts must have hardened his heart, and the friends 
who hac1 a place there were almost or entirely forgotten. 'l'here 
are more Lalandes than Lesages-more scivcints present in their 
brain than :;a;vants present in their heart. 

' You know that I have received the last two volumes of 
"Les Etrangern." 

1 F rom the unvublfohed collections of !\!. Louia Grenier. 
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'Mlle. Omchod was made for on e un a1, M t -1· . 1 as you and I are 
·11 ' 2 made for V ersa1 es. 
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ld at large it was a great Fon the sake of Gibb.on and the wor 0 h . 1 Her beauty 
] · 1 t , y Suzanne urc Ol. ' misfortune that he c ll no mall' ' . . t oulcl have 

. 1 t arnl accomphshmen s, w her mtellectual em owmcn s . d urit of hel' c}1a-
1· nJ red him happy, while the elevation alnd h~v" -;ymouklecl biru. 

elig. ntLture wou " "' 1
·acter a.ml he~ deep r ious . f: il d to attain and enjoy this 
in spiritual cfu ct1ons. av7i ~ te Jin.bits of an easy-going 
b nefic nt influence, h soon . dm o . man of excitability of 

. h H was a red-haue man, et f' 
ph1losop y. e ' . , 'l'he temperament o 
sense rather than of eudurmg pass10n. b taken into con-

I b h . hair bas never een 
Gibbon as s 1own Y is fib b 'longed to a sensual ·a t" Its coarseness of re e I 
s1 era 10n. . d cl ·t"t te of nervousness. n · · t er refmed an es 1 u 
organisation, no ov · 

1 
conli)anion whose 

h fi d a congema ' George Deyverdun e oun ing than his 
nature was even more indolent and more easy-go 

own. . 1 owever between the two. 
'l'here was one mark of c11ffer~nce, 1 1 ' . 1) his utter 

While Gibbon was constantly obliged to aptodoga1s:er~:in number 
. . d ce he consecra e 

dilatormess m corr espon en ' fi d t dy Deyverdun was 
of h Ot'l,l'S each uay t o th most r~ olun U:o~eo;er neglected from 
et]tmlly in epistolary arrenrs, ~l d" 1e nd gave himself up to 
time t o time his usual earnest s u ms, a . h. h however 
h . ents of society and the table, m w IC ' ' t e enJoym . 

Gibbon sometimes distanced him. h always some-
In his attentions to the gentl~ s:x t ere wtaas n early period, 

· G"bb '· att1tucte even a 
thing ponderous m l ons.]. 1 us' a1·1"ses when one thinks of 

. 1 se of the nct1cu o . . 
and certam y a sen . . eng·aged in love affairs. . l"fi ishmo- to appear . 
him later l11 1 e as w 0 ddl" cross the room and fixmg 
W e have heard of him ~-:: of I~~ :dmiration. 'rhe unren.lity his round eyes on the o ~ 

2 1763 and rcturnecl Oc-11 C . h d left for l\font6limar September 2 ' ' 1 

'M c. urc 
0 

l rittcn on the letter. 
tobcr 31, 1763.'--l\fomo_nmtlc u~ '~hor'G unpublished collections. 

1 AuLogmph letter, lll 10 u,u 
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of his gallantries in contrast with his early love affair £nds 
curious illustration in the contemporary variants of an absurd 
story concerning him. One version of it was given to me by 
MmB. Bacon de Seigneux, daughter of M. George de Seigneux, 
an intimate friend of Gibbon: 

' Gibbon was familiarly known in the society of the time at 
I1ausanne as the Potato, on account of his curiously shaped and 
awkward fig ure. He was desperately in love with Mme. de 
Montolieu. On one occasion, he went down on his knees to 
implore her to love him. She was not inclined to receive his 
advances, and rang for her servant to assist him to rise, for he 
was too corpulent to be able to get up without help. Mme. de 
Montolien's sister , J eanette de Polier, who was as tall as a 
grenadier, and possess d 11, beard to match, cried out when she 
heard of' this incident, " Poor man ! he ought to have come to 
me; I would not have had the henr l; to tr at him so cr uelly."' 

Mme. de Genlis relates the anecdote in a simiJi:n· mann i · in 
her Memoirs, but she calls Mme. de Montolieu Mrne. de i·ousn.7.; 
consequently the incident, if correctly app lied to Mme. de 
Montolieu, must have occurred cl mfog Gibbon's t lrird · aid nee 
at Lausanne and before 178G, when Mme. de 0l'ousaz inarriecl 
the Baron de Montolieu. 

'I hear from Lausanne,' says Mme. dp, Genlis, 'that Mr. 
Gibbon, who has established himeelf there for some time, is very 
successful and extremely well received . He is (so I am tolu) 
much stouter, and so prodigiously large that he has much diffi­
culty in walking. With that strange figure and face so well 
known as belonging to him, 1\fr. Gibbon is infinitely gallant, 
and he has fall en in love with a very amiabl p rson, Mm . J 
Orousaz. One day, finding himself alone wit.h .her for the 'first 
time, he wished to seize so favourable a moment, and su.dClenJy 
threw himself on l1is knees, declaring hiE lov in tLe mos~ 
passionate terms. Mme. de Crousaz replied in a way to remove 
from him all temptation to renew this pretty scene. Mr. 
Gihhon's face bore an air of consteroatio11, yet he r main <1 
kneeling in spi te of repeated invitations to resurne his sent ; he 
was motionless and silent. ''But, Sir," Mru.e. d rou ·az re­
peated," pray get up." "Alas! Mada.me," at lcmgth r plied this 
unfortunate lover, "je ne peux pas." In fnct tlr size of 11is 
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LoJy preventeJ his rising without help. Mme. de Crousar. rm1g, 
and said to the servant who came: " Relevez M. Gibbon." ' 

M. J. Polier de Bottens remarks that Mme. de Montolieu 
' was on terms of friendship with the Countess de Genlis before 
the latte1· acquired so great a reputfttion. Mme. de Genlis was 
at that moment the Marquise de Sillery, an<l her acquaintance 
with Mme. de Montolieu was the friendship of two amiable 
young women who suit one another. Their intimacy was of 
some duration, and only ceased after the great upheavals which 
shook Prance and Europe. Mme. de l\fontolieu was too frank, 
ttJo loyal, to adopt the different opinions of Mme. de Genlis, and 
their correspondence terminated.' 1 

There is an unpublished letter from Mme. cle V nlence, the 
<la11 gl1ter of Mme. de Genlis, to Mme. de Montolieu, which I owe 
to the kindness of M. Emile cle Crousar., the latter's grandson. 
'!'he following passage therefrom seems to prove that Mme. <le 
M ontolieu was not the lady in question : 

'I agree perfectly with you, dear friend, that nothing is 
more disagreeable than thiR story my mother relates about Mr. 
Gibbon, and which is certainly clue to a confusion of persons on 
lier part. I am tol<l tlrnt you have protested against it in the 
(/a,:;aUe 1le Ln1isrimie, and I must confess that yon havo done 
well not to preserve in the minds of your compatriots the pre­
judice of so hitter a raillery on a man of such g1·eat merit, arnl 
who moreove1· was your frienu. I would suggest that you write 
~L few lines about it to my mother; it will serve for a new edition. 
I <lo not take upon myself to write to her, ns it would m::tlu1 hm 
angry with me.' 2 

The year after Mme. de Crousaz, under the mrnpices of Gibbon 
nnJ Deyveruun, published 'Caroline de Lichtfielcl,' slrn wc<1rlerl 
(17 8G) the Daron de Montolieu, born arnl brought up in Lan­
gnetloc, but est::tblishecl at Lausanne. We lenrn from 11is bio­
graplrnr that he was a man who recalled the cbivalric virtlllls of 

l Notice biO(f'rdp//iqM Stl?' M?IUI. l(I. IJm·omte tl,• llfonf.oUMt, ?!I' & r,:zi.;r. cli: 
Bot/cn8, p[],r M. J. c.le P oliar <le 13oitens, 20 Av~ 1836 .-~ncguo~ M[],xmnli.on 
Georucs lfomi de Pol ier c.lo Battens, son of Antomh de Poli r do St. Gernmm, 
tlrn Ori<mt1tlist, umniecl firs~ .in Ul2. Annette van Berahem, his firi;t cousin, 
who <lii;rl J8~3; and secondly in 1 37 Mn.1·i.a, CounLe~s de· Z mielin. He cli etl 
AU!(U8 L 18-12. 

·, Dated from I'nriR, April 20. Unpnblishc<l nmnnscript collectionr, of l\f. 
Emile de Croma?.. 
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the ancient French knights, ant} tlie courteous ao·e of Louis XIY 
Himself possessing much wit, he was enchan~ed with that of 
Mme. de Crou~az, an~ .above all by her charming character. He 
wrote verses with famhty, and had a t1"nrre of ser· h'l h . o 10us p i osop y, 
Lut lns modesty prevented any composition reachin :r tl bl" 
l h h . g rn pu ic, 

a t oug it would have secured success H 1"s m 1 d 1 d . . · , · a a y, pro onge . 
clurmg five years, rece1ved from Mme. de Montolie th t 

· l . n e mos , 
assmnous and distressing care. After his death her sorrow 
sought relief in literary work, chiefly in translati~ns from tlrn 
Oerman. 

In this.connection we may recall Gibbon's reference to Mme. 
tle Montoheu. Writing to Lord Sheffield, in 1787, he asks: 
' Has my Lady read a novel intitlecl '' Caroline de Lichtliekl "of 
our home manufacture_? I may s1y of ours, since Deyver~lun 
ancl myself were t he .J udg~s anJ patrons of the m:i.m1s .· t 
I 1 J.i. • • • L Cl lp ,. 
the aulinor, who is smo married a second time (Madame de 

Crousnz, now Montolieu), is a charming woman. I was in some 
danger.' 

The following extract from the ' Gentleman's M · ' 
a ( agav.1ne 

shows that it was not Mme. cle Montolieu to whom Gibb .1 _ 

l . on uA 
c arecl himself, and substantially identifies the charming w 

h . cl . L om:i.n 
w o receive · lus addresses: 

. ' One o~ the ~necc1otes obtained from the Duchess (of Devon­
shire>, by direct mformation to l\L Artaud ('' C'est de sa bouclie 
que 1 n entendue l'autenr de cet article ") places 0111• • t . . . emmen 
ln stor~a.n.i G1bbon, in mther a ludicrous position. While y

8
t; 

Lac1y Elizabeth Foster , tmr1 h r firsti husband still livi
11

rr l 
• b> s 1 (1 

n.ocompa.med her predecessor in bhe higher title, the mother of 
th pr s~nt, Duke of D~vonshlre, on a continental tour, and in 
.June 1787 spent some time at JJnusanne, where Gibbon a fi, 1 

'd f' , lXBl 
res1 ent, ormec1 a welcome part of their society. Beautiful in 
person, fascinating in mn.nner, still under the age of' th' t 1 . . ' · n· y arn 
wholly unsuspic10us of all amorous intentions from a man of tllll 
matnre years, ungainly figure, and love-repelling countenance of 
l1 er learned countryman, she checked not the exuberance of her 
admiration of his genius. She had unconsciously J1owev 1 . · , , er, ma< e 
a deep impres:::ion on his imagination, ancl one mornin . 

. 11 . J • g, mm p, 
espec1a y, Jnst as Je hacl tern11natP.c1 his elaborate perform 

1 f ll 1 1 . ancfl, 
::tn( n y e atcr with the uchievflmrmt aR }1e 80 "I · l · 

' · , · · ,, owmg y 
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describes the sensation in his'' Life" (p. 289, Mihnan's edition), he 
invited tbe seductive lady to breakfast, when, in a bower fragrant 
with encircling acacias, he selected for her perusal various attrac­
tive passages of the concluding sheets. Enchanted with the mas­
terly narrative, her ladyship complimented him on the completion 
of his task, with a charm oflanguage and warmth of address which 
the author's prurient fancy, much too licentiously indulged, as 
his writings prove, converted into effusions of tenderer inspira­
tion. Falling on his knees, he gave utterance to an impassioned 
profession of love, greatly to the surprise of its object, who, 
recoiling from his contact, entreated him to rise from this 
humiliating posture. Thus recalled to cooler feelings, but pro­
stmte and helpless from his unwieldy form, he vainly sought to 
regain his feet; and the delicate female, whose first astonishment 
soon yielded to irrepressible laughter at the ridiculous scene, 
was equally powerless at affording relief; until at length, with 
the aid of two robust women, he was reseated in bis arm-chair, 
from which, it was pretexted, he had accidentally slipped.' This 
incident ' in no wise interrupted her friendly intercourse with 
Gibbon.' 1 

My view is further corroborated by the following, from the 
' Life of Cardinal Mezzofanti : ' 

'In this year (1823) Mezzofanti made the acquaintance of 
the celebrated Duchess of Devonshire during one of her visits in 
the north of Italy. 'rhe success of her magnificent edition of 
Horace's Fifth Satire-his journey to Brundusium-hac1 sug­
gested to her the idea of a similar edition of the " Eneic1." . . • 
'rhe Duchess was the Lady Elizabeth Hervey, daughter of the 
episcopal Earl of Bristol; and after the death of her first hus­
band (Mr. Foster) had married the Duke of Devonshire. She 
is the true heroine of Gibbon's ludicrous love scene at Lausanne 
described by Lord Brougham, but by him related of Mlle. Susan 
Curchod, afterwards Mme. Necker.' 

In a letter of April 12, 1777, to his friend Holroyd, Gibbon 
says Mrs. Hester Gibbon is afraid that in Paris ' I shall sully my 
moml character by making love to Necker's wife.' His mention 
of snch a thing indicates a knowledge in both men that nothing 
of the kind was possible. M. Necker was also evidently assured 

1 The Gantlcincm's Magnzinc, vol. xx. (1813), p. 50G . 

. · . 
• . .. 
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011 that point, and Gibbon, as we havt1 seen, writes with humor­
ous indign:1tion of the st:i,tesrnan securely retiring and leaving 
his wife alone with her old sweetheart. ' I am busy with the 
Neckers,' he wrote in May, 177G. 'I live wit h her just ns I 
used to do twenty years ago, laugh at her Paris varnish, and 
oblige her to become a simple reasonable Suisse. 'l'he man who 
might read English husbands lessons of proper ancl dutiful 
behaviour is a sensible and good-natured creature.' '11

0 the b st 
his early love remained to the historian the ' pure and exalteu 
sentiment,' as he described it in his Memoirs, whatever may 
have been the levity of his relations with other lac1ies. 

'Chat Gibbon's ideas were theoretically lax, after his romance 
hacl ended, is sufficiently shown by the subjoined passage from 
:in unpublished letter of his in my possession, addressed to M. 
Victor de Saussure, Just.icier, a Lausanne, under date of Buri­
ton, September 23, 17GG. 'rhe theory it presents is referred 
to in several of his published letters, but in this one to de 
8:rnssure it is stated with a fulness which induces me, in con­
sitlemtion of the exactness required in a matter so delicate, 
to print it in Gibbon's own and mther faulty French. 

' J'ai vu cette lettre digne de Hiclmrdson que vous ecrivites 
t't Ll'Eyverdun, au commencement de l'annee. J 'ai vu que vos 
fors 6toient enfin rompus. De tout mon camr je vous en felicite. 
J t"l vons applaudis d'avoir regagne une liberte dont peut-etre 
vous ne jouissez plus a present. Cette malheiireuse passion 
m'a toujours fait une peine infinie. Du terns qu'elle regnoit en 
~l.'yran sur votre ame je u'ai j amais essaye de la combattre par 
b raison parcer1u'on ne c1oit pas raisonuer avec le" vent du 
Norcl. Lorsque je vous vis partir pour Gottingue j'esperois 
tout du terns de !'absence, d'un genre d'occupations tout 
different, et surtout de vos reflexions qui ne seroient plus 
etoufees par la vue de cette Enclrnnteresse. J e songeois pen a 
la fortuue de la Demoiselle, encore moins :'t la Mesalliance, je 
savois que c'etoit par le cmm· que vous seriez henreux ou im~l­
heureux, et je soupyonnois toujours que v011s seriez malhenreux 
avec une femme qui ne payeroit votre })ttssion que d'uu froid 
retour d'estime et de reconnoissance. Aprus votre depart j'ai 
continue cl'etuclier le Caractero de votre J\fori::mne,1 et de lever 

' llfari[lnno d'Illum. In hi :; pul1lislrncl .Tonrn[I] (Misc. Wurl;s, i. p. 17fi) 

VOL. Jr. A A 
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le Voile que le prudence et la pu~eur se~ bloient j etter sur ses 
vrais sentimens. Oet examen ma convamcu que la N atnre en 
formant cette belle personne a oubli6 de lui donne~ un cc:cur et 
n'a subsitue [s·ic] a sa place qu'un fond de r

1
a1son sous la 

direction de l'honnetete de la biensen.nce et dune prudence 
mondaine tros bien entendue. J e ponrrois vous al16guer ceut 
preuves Lle la Verite de ce sentiment, j e vous prtrlerois sur~out 
d'un moment a jamais illnstre dans les fastes de la Mais~n 
d'Illens. Notre ami Guise juroit, V::mber~l:en tre~blmt, 
Nanette pleuroit, sa mere bn.vardoit ; au nuheu d~ l omge 
J\farianne gardoit sa tranc1oillite indiffer~te, un. som·ue mei~1 e 
paroissoit quelquefois sur s n front ser u;i· :MMB qu l besom 
ue preuves n,prcs le denofun nt de la p1ec ' Clans lequel elle 
'est donnee de la meilleure grace du monde confo1)m~m lt aux 

~oix de son pays et selon les interets de sa famille. La voib 
partie, bon Voyage. J 'esp ere mon cher a.mi que VOLlB ne vous 
etes pas r\"jett6 a corps penlu dans la f-ureur n.moureuse. Croyez 
moi. vous n'avez c•ue trop bu dn fin.con pourpre gout z i\ 

pres~nt du il:i.cou conleur de ros.e. Je vo?s cons ille c1 pr6f~rer 
toujours les fantaisies aux pass10ns. Laissez toutes les Epmes 
et ne cueillez qne lefi fleurs: J-e ne sai si vous go1~tez .mes 
principes et la preference cine Je c~mmence a c101;ner au 1 hys1que 
de l' Amour sur le Moral. A b Cour ae Cythere corn me danA 
toutes les autres ne vaut il pas rnieux faire des Dupes que de 
l'etre soi-meme? Oette fac;on ramene tot ou tard un homme 
sense mais honnete et delicat au commerce des femmes mariees. 
Une femme ne pent jamais meconnoitre vos vues, et ;ous 
n'aurez point Ja douleur de vous reprocher le malheur dune 
jeune personne qui n'est ete trop creclule que parceq1~'~l~e ,vous a 
trap airne. Monsieur le Mari (je parle des pays Civilises. et la 
Suisse commence u, l'etre) Re sent soulage d'un~ partie du 
fo.rden.u qu'il ne portoit qu'a regret, et .ne .smt co~rnient 
temoi"'ner sa reconnaissance Ll, son bon ami qm vent lne.u r~­
chercl:er comme un plaisir cc qu'il Jui paroissoit un dev01r 

' · e tions n. quan·el between Guise {~tenvnrcls Sil' Willian.1 Guii;o, 
Gibbb~ ~ rne lloma.n Oluu) l).UCl V11n Borchem, who were both dcyoteil to ~lh. 
!~;~IT:ins and were (l()11ttequently jenloua oC oo._oh othm·. '.!'he difl].)ute r~n hill • 
anil it ,~ t\ S only tlll'ough the gooLI senR!! of Gibbon o.nc; lue Munt\ llo:rQ~11 Lhn~ 
a uuel was nverted. n.nBor hem wMrolatacl to the cl llleus. _ dr1ptn.rn Snntu 
D yverdun ep~ks in hls unpubll. lletl. Journal (17G7) of M. tlo llluns. 
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p6rup! . Vo~l'e chere J\fal'ia.nue ? (parcl0nne21 au saoril ge ). Ne 
sai11·01t on point fondr cette glace ? J'aurois seulement peur 
<1~ en regrettant un b u songe, vous ne-vous ecriassiez, "Helas ! 
N est ce que cela,? Mn.is elle ressemble a.ux a.nf;res femmes. 
Je l'aurois ma foi paye bien cher." Cependant tout compte et 
tout rabattu, je prGfererois Madame la Baronne. Elle est char­
mant.e vive .c~que.tte et surement Galante. Au plaisir du 
dcdmt, vous JOmdriez les agremens d'un commerce.' 
. . judging th sentim nts eA-pressed in this passage, whic:h 
is entit•ely tmrela,ted to the rest of the letter (given on 11i fartber 
pag ), we must not fol'get that its write1· belonged to a ti.rn 
-wh~n , on the Continent, this was practi,cally the philosophy of 
sociei-y, and m n of pl'ominence ptided th mselv s on their 
co.nquests all the more ~hen spiced with a dash of intrigue. 
Gibbon. therefore agreed with the freedom of his associattis, but 
many circumstances render it probable that in his case the idea 
was merely theoretical. No particular scandal was ever associated 
with him, for the anecdote of his kneeling can hardly be taken 
seriously. 'I'he impression he left on the refined ladies of the 
circle in whioh o.lone he moved was by no means that of a 
moro.1ly loose character. A very aged lady told me many yoora 
ngo that th ladies of L u..usanne were very proud of tb his­
to1·ian's att ntions, bu t she hinted that no question of passion 
ever uterecl their minds. 

CHAPTER OXXXV 

~HE rom.ainder of ~he le~ter in the preceding chapter is of great 
mterest m connect10n with the important work ('Introduction 
i'L l'Histoire genemle de la Hepublique des Suisses ') on which 
Gibbon was at this time engaged with George Deyverdun, who 
was st~ying with him in England. The manuscripts and books 
for w~ich he asks are to be sent to the Rev. Mr. Bugnion, whoso 
acquamtance we shall make, and who temporarily occupied J.in 
Grotte a few years later. 'l'he passage concerning Housseau in 
Engln,ncl is also interesting, important, and useful, as it gives an 
necurate miniature of Jean Jacques. 

'~ir, ancl ve1·y d<>ar Friencl,-Yon have Joulitless for a lon•~ . 0 

A A 'J 



t.ime piiist thought me either dead or insensible to that friendship 
of ,vbicb you have given me so many proofs, and to which I 
hi.we so ill 1·eplied by 011tward signs. 'rhe first reason (although 
r :.i.ther o.n unfortunate one) wool do me the more honour. But 
justice must be l' nde' a to every one; you must impute my 
sil ce neither to the fact of my being dead, nor to the losB of 
all sense of what · dn to yott. I am alive anc1 well, and still 
Jove you. Believe m , my dear Friend, the sole cause is lazi­
ness-a fea.1ful monster v mited from hell to be the plague of 
rettSon, duty, and friendi>h~r· Its seductive voice has silenced 
even tbat of plen.aure ; I know of no purer desire tba.n that of 
c nversing with a. friend , openiu.g on1· soul to him an1 communi.­
c:i.ting to hiin om· actions and our plans, our sentiment; oou our 
id (LS. A th nsau.d times hu,ve I w~sh a to give myself this 
plen. tll'e, but tMs cxafty demon has always insinuated a thmrnancl 
reasons for deferring i.t a. day, a week, tt month; and by permit­
ting me to anti.cipa·be it i.u u.n agreeable future, has never allowec1 
me to uj y it. Y 011 will tell 111e that this picture is full of 
co11t.l:ndictions. It j,s quite possible, but it is nevertheless full 
f truth. As for the contraclictions, you must only accuse 

huma.u na,tm·e in g u ·ral, 0 1· if you wish, the particular nature 
of yonr fri nd Gi.bbon. Yott have loved this creature in so for 
as -you ho.ve known him. I think that you must continnci 

your friendship for him on the same footing. 
"N11o1.nram oxpslfos tnrci\, tamen usc1ue reeurrct." 

I promise you, however, to work for my conversion, and I hope 
that rny relapses at least will be both shorter am1 less frequent. 
I already have the primary disposition necessary to a sinner-

contrition. 
'So, my dear Friend, you have been rendered to yonr country. 

Y m· lette1·s u.nd the accounts of friencl DeyverdLm lmll assured 
m hlillili yom· stay at ·ottingen has not been useless to yon, and 
that frolll- do.y to clay you carri d out the object of a journey 
dictat d by prudence but render d distasteful by diRinclirrntion. 
This news dicl not 11.t, aiU surprise me. I believed yon in fact to 
i1ossess that charo.cter which allows itself to he carried away too 
mn·esistingly in the whhlpooT of pleasures, hut which regains 
it;s force n.i1J. vigour in solitucle. It iB by these traits that I 
l' c guise ge,ufos. Non<~ exist.s without that vivacity, s11all I say, 
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or that ardour of ths · 1 . . which al ways strengt~~:ssi~1t1s wluch sometimes leads it astray but 
. ns 1 · ts outbursts · · 1 b t f 1 

dnrntwn rese111ble b1 t 1· l tl 1 , ' iap1c u o s rnrt 
' ' i s ig l y t 18 sl fi bl . gait of the ordinai·y 

13
. ow, ee e, ancl cont111uons 

man. ut my de . ]' . 1 
doing at present ·~ · Are ' . . ar nem, what are you 

· you a citizen ? A 
be nothing but an amiable ·~ I · re you contented to man . n a word a . 
to reason or taste ·~ I l 1 ' o you sacnJice · rnpe t rnt this lett ·11 fi 
pleasumbly occupied in th li' . - . . er w1 md yon 

h 
-, e 01 nin, or giving . . 

t e Senate. Whatever OU • r b your opimons in 
. I coxcom s may s tl · 

of_ Cicero is not contern1)tible " B t 0· , ay, ns profession 

1 
· n icero " y · 11 1 

"c elivered his orations ~t I) . I - ' . ou w1 te 1 me, 
u - "ome in t 18 Capitol I 

Lausanne in the Townh.,ll I:I t L i speak at 
• u • e sen procons 1 · t S · 

s ___ yria; as for me I am one of the cl ·'t 1 . fn s in o pmn rnlll 

II a 
lei e mns o Ouchy or L t l 

e save the State from the ] . cl . u ry. 

1 
auCJac10us esl"'ns of a C t'l' 

mere y restrain a few E l' h b a ,i ma; I ng IS men who forget tl fi 
respect which they owe t tl ' '.a 18 pro ound o ie sacre characters f B . 
and our Watch " I t o onr -oursier 
. · mus agree that this p· 11 1 · 
m every point . b t 't · ' ctra e is not exact 
-.. ' u i IS as goocl as one of tl . Homer whom I w,or I h rnse comparisons of 

• l rnU e aS 0ug t ' h 'l ' • • 
sacnlegions Perrault wl 1 , ] ' ;y I e anathemat1smg the 

' ' io c areu to call them " · . 
Ion"' tails" y l . compansons with 

,. a · ou rnve even a few aclvant "' 
Cicero. In great States tl , . 1 . abes over the saicl ier e lS no eisure for tl . k. 
welfare of others. I would . ,, . . nn rrng of the . . pre1e1 to give my vote D tl 
pamng of a brillo·e rather th f' . h - . or rn re-"' an 01 t e declarmg of 1 1 
never read without a sort of . l' . war. rnve ' me ignat10n the ii 1 t 
of our Addison when i' h' 'l' 1so en contempt ' n is ravels he l f . 
occupations of your consuls of B. . spea rn o the lngh 
worthy of a Ph ·1 l I emgarten an cl Mellingen. How 

1 osop ier to measure "'r d b 
territory! But where am I? Oh to an. enr y extent of 

C 
. · · · exhortrng yo t h 

a ouncillor and Burgomast ' u o ecmne er as soon as you c d . 
you that I shall respect th fi , ·t . an, an - assurmg I . e us magrntrate of a fr 
rnnclrecl times more than the first of the >'il 1 •d 1 ee people a 
Bu~, by the way, you are not free g c e s ~ves of~ despot. 
w Inch spoils a f-ine phmRe . 1 ot ' ·. . . . It lS a mrnfortune ' e us pass on to another matter 

[Hmm occuns THE EXTHACT GIVEN IN 1j1 • ; .L HENCH IN 

TIIE !'RECEDING CHAPTER.] 

' I fr:u I am making a blunder. I have . . t~1.v~1 loI J,utry is a separate republic which :~i~1~ i~ea, it s~enrn to me, that the 
c a c :.im of which is dependent only' upon G d o1 l".~eess1ty ancl by itseU, the 

0 am 11s own sword. 
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'I am informed of the existence ot a manuscript in your 
neighbourhood which might be of use to me. I'tis at N euchlltel, 
in the Library of that town, and contains a greatly steem d 
history of the J3 urgundiau W ru·. 'l'he services which yon coul(l 
r ender me in this matter have 11rged me to annoy you with this 
detail ; but they did not urge me to write to you. If you doubt 
for a moment my motive, take no notice of this affair, and yon 
will have treated me precisely as I have deserved. I wish then 
to procure a copy, a translation, 01· an extrnct, acco1·ding t o its 
importo.nce, &c.; but as hav only a vague knowledge of this 
mu.nuscript I should much like to hD.ve i t examined more closely 
eith r by myself or by the ey s of a friend. If you consent to 
l d me yours, I know none that ar mor pi rcing. H ere are 
the principal points on which I u sire most to be enlightened : 
1 Q Whether the manuscript is in German or in F rench . I 
would decide to have a copy made of a good original, rather 
than a translation. 2° Whether this manuscript is still com­
plete and unpublished, and whether the lat r historians (Lauffer 
espeoioJ.ly) have not made use of it. 3° What is its na~·e o.nd 
authority, the time at which i ts author lived, the extent he has 
g iven to his work, the method he has followed, &o. . . . I am 
ignorant of t h cha1·acte1· of the P a.store of N eucMtel ; they ar 
perhaps not more communicative t han they are tolerant. If 
there is a me:i.ns of having this manuscript sent to La.usa.nn , I 
would rely with pleasure on your judgment; and I pray you to 
send me without loss of time the copy or the translation of the 
work, as you may consider advisable. If you are oblig d to 
depend upon the l'epor ts of at.rang rs, plense a.Bk your con· spon­
dents to send you an example of t he mnterial - the battle of 
Grandson for instance, or that of Mornt . It will be eaisy t o find 
n, [copy of] Schilling at J..iausanne. Yoll know German and will 
have the goodness to compore the t wo tcxti:i. In any case, I 
would pr fer to have a. superfluity of mat rial ,·atber than be 
wanting in ssentials. W ith regard to Schilling, the copy of 
hls work which has been sent to me is somewhat d fectiv . 
The title-page mentions thr prints or plans of battles. 
Deyverdun a1>sur s me hat th Germn,n word is ambiguous, M ll 

ur difficulty arises from this ambiguity. ~'hree prints woultl 
b wort.hless exc_ 1 t for chilclren. 'l'hr plnns woultl 'Le very 
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useful to unclerstancl these combats, in which a sort of confusion 
reign ~, n,ttribntablo partly to the Swiss generals and partly to 
their historians. If plans are meant n,nd thr.y have any merit, 
I pray you to include them with what you send me of" the 
manrnicript; together with Schenchzer's large Map of Switzer­
land.1 Separate maps ofvthe environs of Dasle, Gram1son, m1cl 
1\forat would be very agreeaLle to me, but I much doubt whether 
anything of the kind exists .... My dear li'riend, if you are not 
already tired of my commis;;ions I wouk1 ask you fol' your last 
Military COlle. Major G rallll told me three years n,go that it had 
already been published in German, and that it was daily ex­
pected to appear in French. I should see with pleasure your 
Ecclesiastical Code; it seems to me that it was republished 
afresh not long ago. As for printed books, the documents of 
the controversy of vVillirwn Tell, n Dnnish Fllblc, would perhaps 
be use ful to me, as well as a piece by one of the combatants 
(M:. Felix of Lucerne) on the literary history of Switzerland. 
'fhe Harangue of Professor Spreng of Basle on the l>attle of St. 
Jacques [1414], the Heroes I-Iclvetici of Grasser, the Methodas 
legendi Historiae H elveticae of Hottinger, the Memoirs on the 
Consensus, and tl10se of Monsieur de Bochat on the ecclesiastical 
differences of the Canton of Lucerne, and the collection of doeu­
ments on the succession of Neuchatel. 'l'hese, Sir, are the books 
which I would beg you to place in the package, addressed to 
the Reverend Mr. Bugnion, in Cranbonrne Alley, Leicester 
Fields, Lonclon. 

' Do not be alarmed, my dear Friencl, at all these commissions 
with which I have burclened you with so little modesty or pity, 
aml above all do not execute more of them than you can attend 
to without difHculty. With the exception of the manuscript of 
N euchatel there is nothing of primary importn.nce in all the rest 
that I have ment ioned. In fact, some of them are only the 
outcome of a greedy curiosity which attempts to stretch beyond 
its object. Dut in all thiR matter I ask you to preserve profound 
r>ecrncy as to my name anc1 my plans. 'fhere is something so 
ridiculous in the i1lea of an Bnglishman wishing to write about 
SwisB history that I shall not dare to confoss my audacity unles8 

it is in a measure justified hy success. If Major Grand is at 

1 Jean Jacques Scbouchzer (1672-1733), geogrt~pber, of Zurich. 
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L::msanne , he will have the goodness to refund you the mnmmt 
of any expenses which you will incur in this matter ; if he bas not 
yet returned, I will send ! ou ~ more regul~r let~er of exchange. 

' Rousseau has met with httle success in this country. He 
withdrew to the heart of a desert, where he was allowed to 
vegetate so peaceably that he was compelled to quarrel with all 
our men of letters in order to become notorious. We have per­
haps sufficient philosophy to admfre his eloquence without beiug 
the c1up s of that pa.rt which be has so long played. We ~ow 
that n thing so much r s mbl · s this philosophy as capvte. , a 
superciliousness which is in cont"l·adiction with itself from time 
to time and a. misanthwpy too pi-onounced not to be affected. 
llou ei:u complains of the persecmtors, when he is the foremost of 
them ! vV e should soon see a Consensus drawn not from the 
Qu,techism of H eidelberg, but from that of the Savoyan Vicar. 

' Speak more softly, my Friend: I can plainly hear you 1011.y 
to yourself: " How insufferable these Englishmen are- ! 'l'hey 
eit,her do not write at all, or else they write volumes.'' Make 
your mind easy : you have now reached tb nd. I 1?1" s01ibe 
nothing as to your conduct. If you do not rei)ly I shall r c~a­
nize the j nstice of yotu sil nc · if you do r ply I shall recognize 
y m· go dn s; and gooan ss is a virtue which o.pproa.ch ·s D11llll 

to the Divinity. B( lieve, my c1 ,a1· )Mend, tlu:1>t I shall b all 
my lifo your very fai thful servant and friem1, 

'GrnuoN.' 1 

CHAP'rEH. CXXXVI 

JN the course of my researches at Lausanne I came upon the 
hitherto unknown portraits of Gibbon am1 Dr.yverchm, repro­
duced in this work by the kind consent of Mme. Constantin 
Grenier. 'l'hey were found in the garrets of La Grotte, attached 
to each other liy a ribbon in the form of a bow. No other por­
trait of Gibbon in his early youth is known to exist, and this one 
is of the highest value because it reveals his original coloming 

and temperament. . . 
I have already mentioned that in early hfe he had rec1 }w.1r. 

'J'lti l; ti 11 1-. nppearB throngh thP powder in tl1e pictnn~ at La ( ;J'<JiJ, (~. 

• Autogrnph Jetter in th e author's unpublifhcd collcciions. 
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GibLon's hair preservel'l at Sheffield Place, cut off immediately 
after c1e11th, is a deep chestnut, the hue that auburn hair often 
a::-;sum es in later lifo; it is also coarse, and displays here and 
there silver lines. A lock of Gibbon's hair in the possession of 
M. de Severy, of Mex, cut off at an en,rly period, confirms the 
portrait. 

In the youthful La Grotte picture, the eyes are large and 
dark anc1 grey, unlike the light orbs painted by f:lir J osh1rn. 
'l'here is a fine reddish colour in the lips and cheeks, n,nd he 
seems to hn,ve pos8essed that delicate complexion which often 
accompanies auburn hair. As in the portrait liy Bir Joshua, lw 
here wear:; a red coat with a black velvet collar; he appears to 
have been always partial to red. 

T..iord Sheffield says : ' M. Pavilliarcl has described to me 
the astonishment with wbich h e ga~ d on l\ir. GiLbcm stnnding 
before him : a thin l ittle figure, with a. large head, disputing nnd 
urging, with the greatest 11;bility, all the best arg11.ment.s tLo.t 
had ever been used in favour of Papery. Mr. GiLbon many 
years ago became very fat and corpulent, but he had uncommonly 
small bones, anc1 was very slightly made.' 

By this La Grotte portrait, however, painted at the ttge of 
twenty-one, one can trace in the round foce and figure and 
coming double-chin, the general outlines of the man in later 
life. M. P avilliard's language applied to the earliest period 
of Gibbon's residence in his house. 

This youthful portrait, though not from the brush of an artist 
of eminence, bears those mtwks of f\ Llthenticity and individualit,y 
which sometimes charaoterise ven i.nferio1· work. It appears to 
have been taken during the lai.ter part of his residence with M. 
Pavilliard at Lausanne. 

Gibbon writes: 'At the flexible period of youth, from the 
age of sixteen to t wenty-one, my opinions, habits, and sentiments 
were cnst in a foreign mould ; the faint and distn,nt remembrance 
of England was almost obliterated ; my n ative language was 
grown less familiar; and I should have cheerfolly accepted tho 
oiler of a moderate inc1ependenoe on the terms of perpetual 
exile. . . . I took my leave of Lausanne 011 the 11 th of April, 
1758 , wit.h a mixture of joy and l'egret, in the 1rm resolution of 
revisiting, as a m rm, the persons and places which had besn so 
dPar to rny youth.' 
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It wns prolmuly at this particular moment of their Beparation 
that th e portrnits of Gibbon and of his friend Deyverdun were 
priint.ed. Deyverc1un is depicted as a man of about twenty-four 
-his age at the time of the departure of Gibbon, then twenty­
one. His slender fi gure, dark, handsome features, and aristo­
cratic air, are in strong contrast with the somewhat negligent 
appearance of Gibbon, whose app:irel, unlike his dress in later 
years, would seem to be in entira keeping with the c1m1cription 
of himself while l1welling with M. Pavilliarc1. 

W e can see in W arton's pictur0 of the historian at the ::1ge 
of thirty-seven the large well-opened eyes which distinguished 
his more youthful representation ; but they have a vivacity in 
st.rong contrast with the expression of the e(l,rlier production. 
'l'he diflerence in dress is likewise very marked. 'l'he more 
recent costume, with its rich fur and lace, is th!l,t of a man of 
fashion. 'l'he powdered hair anc1 the qucno betoken the care of 
a skilled perruquier; while in the other case, though the hair is 
simibrly rolled over the ear, tlie effect, like that of the dress, 
is one of extreme carelessness. What could be more primitive, 
also, tlrnn the plain neck-cloth, with its ill-arranged folds? 

I naturally recall in this connection my visit (August lG, 
1 mH) to Sheffield Park and the inspection of the Gibbon portraits 
am1 MSS. in Lorc1 Sheffield's possession. 

I drove the twenty miles from Brighton in the early morning, 
:.mc1 arrived about nine at the 'Sheffield Arms,' where I found 
the Secretary of the Royal Historical Society (Secretary also of 
the Gibbon Centenary Committee), upon whose invitation I hatl 
come. Presently Mr. 'l'homas Colgate, J.Jorc1 Sheffield's stewn,rcl, 
made his appearance, anc1 placed himself at our c1isposal-a 
quick-moving am1 very intelligent man, much interested in the 
matter which had 1Jrought us. 

Hepairing to his ancient cottage, he took from his safe 
GiLbon's watch, which I find mentionec1 in the unpublished cor­
respom1ence between Lord Sheffi eld and M. de Severy. It is a 
suLstantial golc1 repeatur, with a lmll's-eye open face, anll bears 
the monogram' E.G.' on the back. It hns an insignificant st,f.el 
chain attache<l to it, with ;;ome lit tle trinkets, which I imagine 
did not originally bel011g to it. 

Them was next pbccJ in our hamb GiLbon's solid and 
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heavy gold snuff-box. Oval in shape, in Louis XVI. style, with 
the gold in two colours, it has upon its lid two Cupids on either 
side of an altar, sacrificing to Friendship or Love, whose flame 
burns high. 

vVe next proceeded to Lord Sheffield's mansion a castellated 
' building of the last century, erected by Gibbon's friend when he 

was still Mr. Holroyd, about l 7G9, at which time he purchased 
the estate from Lord de la Warr for 31 ,000Z. I noticed the 
picture of the old mansion which formerly stood on this site, 
and partly utilised in the new structure. 'rhe Bag-stones on 
the south front form a walk extending the entire length of this 
tbe principal side of the house. They remain in the same con­
dition as when Gibbon's short legs traversed their slightly 
undulating surface. 

The entrance hall forms a billiard-room, whose walls are 
covered with books, and opens on the left into the library, so 
loved and frequented by G·ibbon, who constantly mentions it in 
his autobiography. On its shelves are many rare Latin and 
French classics, some of them from Gibbon's collections at 
Lausanne. It has three windows facing south, and a door at 
either end. It is a large and somewhat lofty room, adorned 
with family portraits, among th em one of Lord North, George 
III.'s Minister, wearing the Garter. Either under this title, or 
as Earl of Guilford, he pervades the house. There is a heroic 
bust of him on the grand staircase. 

In the housekeeper's room are family portraits brought from 
Yorkshire in the last century. I noticed in ascencling the 
csccolim· d'honneivr the full-length portraits of Lord Sheffield's 
three wives : the first of whom was Abigail, only daughter of 
Lewis Way, of Hichmond, Surrey; the second, Lady Lucy 
Pelham, daughter of 'l'hornas, first Earl of Chichester; and 
the third, Lady Anne North, second daughter of Frederick, 
Recom1 Ead of Guilford, K.G-. (Lorc1 North). From the latter 
descends the present owner of 8heHielc1 Place, to whose lwspi­
tality I owe the view of this historic spot. 1 

' Aa eady BS 1880 Lord Shef!leld very kindly placed his Gibbon 1\188. at 
m.y dis1iosal , evon ~iving ruo pennission to take to London those I particularly 
wished t o sbudy. lJnlorLunately Lho necessity of rotnming to Americ[t deprived 
mo of t he oppm·tunity of D;vail'illB myself at that time of Lori! Shcilicld 's mo~t 
libornl and oourtoous oil'ct. 
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Over the library al'e the bedroom and sitting-l'oo;n which 
Gibbon occupied . 'l'hey have been unfortunately greatly ::tltel'cu 
since his day, and even the view from the windows is chn,ngel1, 
for l'arterrcs of flowers now glow where forrner~y tl:e w~~crs of 
a pond glittered, although a portion of the lake IS. still visiblll to 
the extreme left, if one stretches his neck sufficiently to allow 
his eyes to catch its sheen. 

'l'he bed in which Gibbon slept is sadly mutilatecJ. It was 
originally a large high four-poHter, but the front posts have 
lJeen cut down, ancl are less than four feet high; the lower 
part of the posts having also been cut off to rel'.nce the height 
of the bed. Dy its side there was an old pair of steps by 
which the historian mounted to his place of repose. 

'l'he large drawing-room, also on t1rn south front, is opposite 
the library, and is approached from the entrance hall on the 
riuht. Hero are the portraits of Gibbon and J_,ord Sheffio1d, 
p~nted by Sir Joshua Reynolds. Beyon.d is. the dini.ng-room, 
which remains the same as when the lustormn, turnrng from 
]a]Jour to refreshment, enjoyed the pleasures of a table whose 
triumphs combined French and Engfo;h di.shes. It .is p~rti­
cularly distinguished by its immense bow-wmllow, wlnch gives 
it a very cheerful aspect. 

Gibbon, as represented by Sir Joshua, possessed a small 
month, apparently light grey eyes, a convex forehead, large 
ears, with great height of head above them, and, as the French 
would say, a large 11mmne-clc-terre nose, np-tiltell. His ~ace 
was oval, with a prominent chin of handsome contour, wluch, 
however was dwarfed by the large double-cliin beneath. His ' . complexion is rudely. 'l'he picture is a kitcat, and the historian 
is in his red coat and lace. In the lower left-hand corner of 
the canvaR, near the frame, are painted the words 'Sir Joshua 
Ueynolds,' in the right-hand corner appears the name' Edwan1 

Gibbon.' 
In a letter of May 1779 to his frienc1 Mr. Holroyll, after-

wan1s I1orc1 Sheffielcl, Gibbon thus speaks of this portrait: 'I 
can guess uut one reason which shoulcl prevent you from 
supposing that th e pictnre in Leicester .Fields 1 was intendeJ. 

1 Now Leicester Sc1uarc. He refwrG to Sir Jo:ohua's i;tnuio i11 liis llouse 

Sh ern. 
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fo.t' th Sbeffielu Library : viz. my having · kl you som time 
ago that I was under a formal ng11gement, to Mr. Walpol . 
Probably I should not hnve been in any v i·y g1·eat buri-y to 
xecute my promise, if Mr. Oadell hnc1 not stren.uously urged 

the curio ity of the public, who ma.y be willing to repo.y the 
exo1·bitant J11·U:e of fifty guineas. It is now finish d, and rny 
friends say thnt, in every- seuse of the word, it is a good head. 
1'J ext we kit will be given to Iln'tl the engraver, a.nc1 I promise 
yon a first impression.' u a note to this pa.ssnge LOl·d She:ffiel l 
s:i,ys the portrait is ' one of the best of Sir Joshua's.' 

On October 18, 1784, writing from. J.Jn.usanne to the same, 
G ihbon remarks : ' You must n gotiate d1:rect~y with Deyverdun; 
I.Jut the State will not hear of parting wibh their only Reynolds' 
- allll(1iug, says his editor, to his portrait. 

On May 15, 17!)0, again writing from La Grotto to his 
fri ncl he acknowledg s ~lie rec ipt of Lord Sl1enielu's picture, 
f 1 hy R ynolds: 'Your portrait, has at last arrived i.n perfect 
condi~lon, anc1 occupies a conspicnot'Ls place over ·the olti.nm .y­
gh1i5s in roy librnq. II; is the object of gene1·al nc11'.l'lilla,tion ; 
go d judges (the few) applaud 1;he work; the name ofRyuol<.ls 
op(ins the eye and mouth of the many; and were I not afraid 
of making you vain, I would inform you that the original is not 
allowed to be more than five and thirty.' 

The two friends' portraits, hanging on the same wall nt 
Sheffield Park, regard one another, and the contrast is very 
striking. Gibbon, although representeJ at the age of forty­
seven, has an air of solidity which generally belongs to more 
mlvanced life; while Lord Sheffield, who is d.epictecl at the age of 
HCty-five, presents the appearance of a man of wiry anc1 slender 
figure, with a keen, intelligent expression in his brilliant eyes, 
and a prominent nose, which seems to indicate inquiry, and 
even a love of debate, remim1ing one of W ellington's profile. 
Gibbon was fortunate in this most intimate and confidential 
friend; the practical, business-like qualities of Sheffield assum ed 
the c1irection of the historian's private affairs, and left him 
lei8nre to complete his great work. N o doubt a1so many c1if;­
cussions arose between them, as Gibbon walked up anc1 c1own th e 
olt1 library, auc1 ]~orcl Sheffielc1'ti sagacious counsel conlL1 con­
trihut<J many a nsefol hint for the histury. 
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Gibbon continuing his letter of May 1790, says to Lord 
Sheffield.: : In spite of privatfl reluctano and public discontent 
I have honourably dismissed myself.' [By bhie, avid ntly appre­
ciating his portrait.] 'I shall arrive ut ir Joshua's b fore the 
end of the month; he will give me a look, and perhaps a touch ; 
and you will be inilebted t o the President one guinea for the 
cm·ringe. Do not be nervous ; I am not rolled up ; had I been 
so you might .have gazed on my charms four months ago.' 

Although Lord heffi eld spoke of the Reynolds p~rtrait as 
one of the artist 's best, in a. note appended to an earher letter 
from Gibbon, dated at the Borromean Islands, May 16, 1764, he 
pronounces the portrait painted by Warton (1774), an engraving 
of which appears in Gibbon's 'Miscelbneous Works' (1814), 
'the best likeness that exists of Mr. Gibbon.' 

In this same letter occurs Gibbon's well-known description 
of himself. Speaking of the society at Turin, he says: ''l'he 
most sociable women I have met with are the king's daughters. 
I chatted for about a quarter of an hour with them, talked about 
J..1ausanne, and grew so very free and ooay, that . drew my 
snuft:.box, rapped it, took snuff Lwice (a crime never known 
before in the presence chambe1·) , and continued my discourse in 
my usual attitude of my body bent forwnrd and my forefinger 
stretched oat.' 1 

1 The following nneodote is rolated in N otM at1d Q1w1•ies, Aug. 8, 18ii7, 
p. lOS : • My old friend, C. O. 0 11..in briclgc, Ear1. 1 who ln.t&ly died n;t Wltit'luinster 
H owie, Gloucesliel'Bhire, aged ninety-lour, wfl.!I a ~on of ~he fote n. O. O~mbt•l.r:l ge 
or Twickenha.m Meadows, of well-known oelehr1 ty M a. writer ancl Wlt of the 
ilme of J ohnson, Gibbon , Garrick, Walpole, &o. E e told me tha.t Gibbon being 
one of a pnt·ty o..sselllhletl iu h is fath01"s lihrn.1·y before dinllor , he, my friend, 
then e. young mart, on.me in Irom hunting, cmd wn.s gi.vins to Gibbon, wl tih juve­
nile satisfoct.ion, OJl l\Ocotmt of the olmse, whioh h o described ns a.11 almoat 
oonttlnued s11llop, daring which h e sto()(l np in his siu·i·ups for a co111il.demble 
time. On this Gibboll (whose horsemanship was bad, and wl10se h eavy person 
run.do hi>11.iiling a very quiet o.nd slow nlfoir) sal.d to my father, "I th.ougM, ~fr. 

1~mbridge, until now, t hM t·1:CU.11g wns ll. , oe<lcmary ocmnpatiou ; " ttnd L11pprng 
h is anull-bm;:, ho took a pi:nob ol snuff, n.s w11.11 hlli wont when be let oft any 
smart saying. 

'His person look'd as funnily obese 
As if a Pagoc1, growing large as m[l,n, 
!fad, rashly, waclclle'd off its chimney·piecc, 
'fo visit a Chinese upon a fan. 
Such his exterior; cm·ious 'twas to seem ! 
And, oft, he rnpp'd his snuff.box, cock'd his snout, 
Ancl, ere hla 1iolieh ed JJeriolls he began, 
Dent fo rwardB, ij~TCtohing hie forofiugor out, 
And tn.lk'd it1 phrase 11s rouml as He was round about._' . 

- The Luminous Hisluri.an, or, L a1'liina tm& Lava, from JiJ0-0entnc·if1rs (m 
Edinburgh, of George Oolmnn the younger ; re-printorl in Noles an1l Queries, 
3n1 ~orios, i\forch 10, 18()(\, p. 203. 
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' 'l'his. a~titude,' sa:ggests Lord Sheffield, 'continued to be 
?lrnractenstrc of Mr. Gibbon, and an engraved representation of 
it was affixed to the first edition of these Memoir·s . b t h · 
b 'd , a avmg 

een cons1 ered by several persons as a very f: bl l'k 
• • < un avoura e i -e-

ness (which it undoubtedly is) and ratlrer as · t f . .. . , a canca ure o 
Mr. Gibbon, ·it is now omitted· it is however c ·t · th t 
11.- G'bb a· . . . ' ' ' e1 ain a .J.nr. 1 on id not consider rt m that light . he 't t 
h . . , gave I o me 

nuself. In its place is substituted an enO'ravin<)' of th b t n h . 0 b e es 
r rnncss t at exists of llfr. Gibbon '-namely Warton' 
. . In .j~dging Reynolas's .picture, we must r:emember ~he great 
frrends~1p between the pmnter and the historian. ·what more 
conclusive proof do we require than Gibbon's excl • · · 
179 9 amau10n, 111 

_,, upon the farmer's death, 'Lord Guilford and Si'r J J 
] -, OS llla 
. 1,eynolds ! two of the men, and two of the houses in Lo d 

l I h . n on, 
on w 10m t .e most relied for the comforts of society!' 

To my .mmd, however, the enamel miniature of Gibbon iu 
the possess10n of Mr. 11Uam Mo1·ra.;y wl1ioh undoabt Jl . 1 
· t · · . • GCI y ow r 
i fsh i~sp1~·atrho.n to :aaynolds,. is in some respects tho ]J st portrait 
o im m 1s pr1me. It is .fur more lifelike, tnOl'e animat ll , 
more ~eal thau ev:m the Reynolds. In following its l'evela-tions 
of llehcate and nch colour, its vivacity of expnission 'ts 

· 'd d . , i very 
v1v1 ness pro nee the belief that you are in the presenc f tl 

h . If H' e o re 
man rmse . lS f~ce is so a~imatcd, his eyes so alight, that 
you almost hear the imagery whrch adorned his conversatio t 
less than his works. n no 

The ?ibbon manuscripts at Sheffield Place are preserved in 
a large tm box, on the under side of the lid of 1vhi' h t . . ' c are wo 

t
lJlack silhouettes of Gibbon engaged in taking snuff and in taking 
·ea. 

The first document which I noticed lying on tlie t f tI· 
tl G 'bb ' d' op o ie o 1ers ;vas rl ons .1ploma ns a Master Mason. Among the 

unpublished manuscripts was a 11uarto volume of tl · t 
• ·1 · ur y-seven 

pages, and four duplicate ones, entitled 'Journal demon Vov::we 
dam; quelques Bndroits de la Suisse, September 2lst t o t b0

, 

20th 17"r'. ' ' · ' 0 c 0 er 
. , - ' cH

0 
j :vntten, fiays

1 

.a later ~ote, proJJabJy by his friend 
Lord Shefheld, partly by Gibbon lumself and 1)~r·tl 1 

~ ' u y Jy somo 
other pers?n, on detached sheets. This jourual is mentionec1 
n.1> unpulJlrnhed by Gibbon in his Antobio<)'rai>hy p "" . ]'t' 

' " " . . ' • ;Ju' el 1 1011 
181 J.. 1Smgubrly enough, as I have 11re,·iowdv 110t,, 1 I " 1 

·' · •, " ·'-(, l()Ul.H 
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th original of this m®usc1-ipt in La Grotte. It iR entirely in 
rib OU S ]la.nd ana is g iv n in h.Biµter •xxxr. Of this volmni;-. 

6..y attention wus next arrested by the compl t sari s f 
volumes of Gibbon's J 011rn11l at a, later period, iuclud.ing his sec:on 
sojolU'n o.t Lrmsanne efore his voyag to Italy, together with bis 
do.ily e>.-perienc · s at Lausa.nne du1•ing the last t.en yeo.rs when h 

l·esi.J cl at Lu. :trott . W went 'to look at the hefffohl Mausolellm, where Gibbon 
is buried, in tl1e old Church. His cofiin, entirely intn.ct, is 
stnl covered with i·ich velvet, scarcely touched by the bn,nu of 

Time. I stndied .. at 11 ffielcl Pla.ce with extreme interest a view 
of th south front a rotte n,t Ijausri.nne, taken while Mr. 

ilib 11 WI r siding tl1 1' , o.s hrtll ca,rried with me the iusiJe 
plans f the honse, co-pied from the ancient pbns in the pos­
session f Mme. onstantiu Grenier; also one of the sarne in 
1870 ; both of which were pr pareJ for me by M. Hemi 

renier. 
1' ·. m mber a long time ago, while spending n,n afternoon 

nt H Uanu Uouse, r,,nuy Uollaod. saic1 to Tjorc1 Houghton: 'Now 
I wi1:1b yon to show tl1 en }l'0.1, as ou ly yon ci.m <lo, th whole 
house, l~Ud point out to him its interesting featUl' anU l' lios.' 
./:;R we wn.nuered thi·o1.1gh t,h rooms on tho second flool', su~­
u nly espied o. t11·awi.ng f 1ibbon., by Lady Din.no. o.uclerk, 
sist r of rropho.m Beaucl -rk, who was am mher of Th 'lub, t 
whicb ibu n belongei:l . l ?pressed the wish for a copy anll 

wus I l'mi.tte<l to r pl'oduc it. 
.A.t the Athenreum Cl.uh, the sn,rne evening, I fell into con-

rsation with tlL late D .r. P ffCY , who was l1istinguishec1 nnt; 
nly · n. scientilic m(ll, but ns a collector. He lilrnwir>e pos­

a ss ll s veral port.rl:iil".s of · ib1 on, by Tja(1y Di::tnri. if I am not 
mistaken, ll>l1a g nerou y consentet1 that I shoultl use thPm n,,; 

illustrnti ns. But t1..fter bis death hi1;1 collections were sold. I 
wo.s not then in England, and lmow not 'where these Gil.Jbon 

i· lies r t. 'J'he l .t - cm·y l'teeve EsCJ.. formerly le1·k of tl1e J'rivy 
onncil edit r of tb ' J!.uinunrgh R :vi. w, ancl a for i YO a.sso­

·ia:\, nf1;b Institute f ]r11uce,insiiding n aprivat ues ·i1 -
lu1 , Mew ·11 • , 880 Wl·ote: ' m(n·keJ tho nee unt 
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of 'Pl1 l 1lh H"ilf.1;fo, to ;.;how tlin.t ·1 . • 
I m 11st po.1·Licu ltwly t' quest tl , t, I , JS a ~1:wn,t document, o.nd 
in Europ or in Arne; ·y1.L no pm·t of 1b be pnblishe<l eibber 

:nca. ou nre of • l'b tiou that fr u b · ourse au 1 erty to men-
. . • J on was a member of Th I b 

of his elect10i: anc1 tlrnt th r ll o.nd the date · . ' ' .e ionn of rece t" d . still m use.' In .1 . P 
1011 

rnwn by lrnn is accoH a1we with J'vfr R , . . 
unable to present certn,1"11 i· t . t" ; . eeve s lllJllllCtion, I am . n 61 es mg i:wts " h. h I I 
with in any other document. ' ' ¥ w rn.ve not met 

'l'he Club was founded in 1761 b s· . 
Dr. Samuel Joh , d ' .Y ' n· ,Joshua Reynolds and 

nson, n,n amono· its . 1 t . . 
were Topham , Beauclerk G 11 · o'th eig 1, origmal members 

l\ ,[ 1 ' TO c snu and Burke It fi t 
on J.~ one n,y evenings but 1 t . F '. . rs met 

f
.• ' a ei on i n L1ay The . . c 

o a n w woi·k by Th OJ b · opuuon 1ormed 
London, and hnd m·efti' ~ fi was speedily known throughout 
Ma . ~· • , ill uence. Ha.lla.ro Ma · J l 

i·qms o:f Lii.nsdowne, ]~o.rl St n 1 . . h . . ' . cau ny, t ie 
BI. mfiekl have be 

11 
rue ·b ~ f 1?pe t lusi;oria.n, and Bi hop. 

, . . m ers o r~ a.nd D Milin ~ t. Pauls, was in the chair a~ Ii. ' l'. an, D · itu of 
18GiL. ' t c utenary dinuer, Jnne 7, 

Gibbo.n W?·S elected a member Ma.rch 4 . 
such until hrn dea.th H" 

1 
. '1771., ancl contmued 

J 
' . is re at1ve Lord El' t 1 

• rtn11ary 22, 1782. ' 
10 

, was e ected 

Another account says. 'M. G'bb 
Club, which has lately lo~t t 1. f ~ 0~ :vas of the Literary 

tl 
· WO O its d1 "tm<ruiol d b 

te very respectable B · ·h f P ·'" <? " 18 mem ers 18 op o eterl.Jor I l ' 
celebrated Mr. Uibbon 'l'l . 0 ong i, am the not less 

. · llS lub 1 . 
thirt.y years; and during the last twe ·_ . . ms now subsisted 
the following eminent cl t nty lmth been c1eprivecl of 

rnrac ers · Dr G l ] · 1 · 
Dyer, Me. Be:111clerk Mr G .. l: I . •O c snnt i, Mr. Sam1ml 
son, Mr. 'I' . Warton' D: Aad1nc~ , ,.io:d As~lmrton, D 1·. ;Johu-

T 
, . 1. am Rnnth B1 'h SI. l 

• oRl11rn ReynolrlB Bi,·hop H' J l"fl' ' s op ' up ey, Sir ' " me IC i e, anc1 Mr. Gibbon.' 1 

CHAPTl~R CXXX VII 

AR we h:1Ve seen Gibl . . 
] 7.Stl, after an abs~nc;~: ~~~~lt~eet~ll to1E1f1gbnol in the spring of 

. • · ' 11 1111< o · rwarl \T fi n~pan·ecl to tlrn Eiaternal rn ~nr . f J> . . . ve yearR, and 
' " )l o >Unton. 

' Gcntlc111an's llfo.gazinc, Jan. 16, 17~4 . 

VOL. 11. 
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It was upon his o.l'l'ival that he made tlrn acqu:i.intancP. of 
his step-mother, hls father since his Jepartnre having rnarri.er1 a 
second wife, Miss DorothM Patton. GilJbon confesses th[).t he 
was in the fixst inst,fbnce prejudiced [Lgaiust her. But rnn,ny 
aJmirable traits of her charncter soon won his n cRpect and affec­
tion, and he celebrates h er underRt::muing, knowlec1gf1, conver­
sation, assiduous and tine sensibility, [1.S well as hnr care to 

grntify his wishes. 
Of the two years (May 1758-May 1760)which precedeJ his 

service in the Militi[)., he passed :1bout nine months in London, 
n.ntl th r e.mo.inder in th co1mt.ry. llrelpwnting the t.lieatreR at 
a propitious era of the st ::i,ge be formel1 the acqrn1;inhu1ce ol' 
;tai·rick, whom ho greo.l;ly o.cJ mired, and whoRe port.rai.t afterw[).l'lls 

hung n.t Lr~ Gl'ot te. Ile now !Jc ame intimate with t,lie J.{nllP.ts, 
and o.ttenuea the dinnei·s f r~ally He.rvPy, tlio mother of tln~ 
Eu.rl of Bristol, who lovm1 'the nrnnnerfl, the bnguage, arnl tl1e 
literature of "France.' He n evert.l1 eless pa:-;seO. rn:iny solitary 
evenings in hi::; ]~om1on lollgings with hi.s book::; , D.Ill1 sorneti nw.,; 

sighed for Lausmme. 
In spea1,ing of P,urit,on lrn sayB t,hc honfle was r~gnlatrn1 hy 

the taste and lm1dence of Mrs. Uiuhon, who prided hen.:l·.11' un 
tbe elegance of her ainnerfl, n,nd he rejoices in the chang(~ from 
'the uncleanly avarice of 1\fot1ame p,williai·J' to thti ' Jaily 
neatnm;s :1nd lu xury of :i.n English tahlfi.' Not far away also 
werH noble seats arn1 hospit,nlile families with whom the Uil,buns 

cultivnted friendly intercourse. 
Gibbon wns always an e:i.rly riser, and pnsse<l his morn-

ings in the study. It contained much trash but also sonrn 
valua1ile editions of the cb8sics anti the Ohristian father~ 
lim;ides English publications of the fay. Fl'om thi1:1 al uu~ill 
beginning, the historian tells ns, he gro.d11111ly fol'm ed a ltwgo 
am1 ::;elect librnry, the foundation of his ' orks, and the hast, 
c,irnfort of his life ttt home and o.brOLid. He SL\YB that h e is not 
conscious of h:wing ever bought a. p ook from a, m otiv of osten­
tation and tbah ve1·y volllme was i·end or examin d befo\'e it 
was a' p sited on t he sheH'. The comfm·ts of hiB reth'eman1 aid. 
not depend on th oTdinary pleaiai.u·es of t.he country. ' M.y­
fo,tll r coiud n ever inspire me with his love a.nd knowl dge of 
flwroing . I neveT h andled a gun, I seldom mounted a horse i 
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:J,l[(1 my philosn1Jl 1ic wnll•D , , ... '" we1·0 
bench, where 1 wns lotlO' _, 1. . 1 • o UC .l:U ll(·\ l 

of rcnumg or meditation.' 

rwnn t,erminate.J hy a slia<ly 
by the snlfontary amusement 

~aving dwelt with Gihbou nt La (~ , . . . . . . 
Dentmck 8treet, and resort d t . . . ,1 otLe, vrn1tell him m 
''aint .Tames's I resolved .~ . o lthe spot where he died in 

'l . ' em y m tie summer f J 880 
a p1 gnrnage to his Hampshire home. o to make 

It was market-day when I alio·hteu , 
st::i,tue of King William lool· d do at Petershclcl, ::im1 tlrn 

. . ' ,e own upon · 
qmto m keeping with the si , f ''' . ,.an ~mmated sr-ene 
near by. gn ° lhe hghtmg Coclrn Inn' 

The approach to Buriton wherA G'bb . 
lies huried, is by a countr -1~1 b. , ~. on ,lived and his fatlrn1· 
road. Beyond the . y l am r::mciung from the Portsmouth 

b 
. . grnen 1e geruws on either Rid' 1 l . 

mley, and gTa;,ino· lan 1" '['L . e ay w H:'<lt, 
"' l "· - ue crops we ·1· influence of a ge ti · ' · 1 ·(~ mm rng under tl11:'l 

. • n e ram, anc1 trees anc1 sl . l '"' . ." . 
t.he glistening shower After t ·1 m'. )..., eagm ly welco11wd 
. h . . . a wonn e:-;' Llnvew'th tl } 
m t e eighteent.11 century w .J l .l I my . 10llg itR . ' e uescem ec the vill· t 
turnmg suddenly a corner b . th ., , a.ge s reet, m1c1 . y e pari;onao·e ]J11held 1. h 
emmence the gTay chur ·l 1 . ,., ' . on a s ig t c 1 am ivy-covered to A l 
pond lrty to the right, with the Tave, \Ver, s uggish 
shadow of Gibbon's 'h . g yanl beyond, under tho 
. angmg woods ) 11 a b 
mhabitnnts 'thf1 hanger.' · · · C[). e Y the present 

The rooks were wheeling above as I . " ' Huriton ''rhe ld · . crn-,st.u the courtyard of 
. o mamnon, ma state of decay, wl. h G"•· 

s:i.ys had been convertncl hy h' , r tl . ' uc ibbon . ' ' is ia ier m1o tl f: ·h' 
vemence of a modern hou h , . rn as wn and con-

a 
, se, as m a great measure 1 ] 

an . I~ now occupied by a farmer, - re apsec' 

G1hbon was right in his idea that the , . . 
chosen, ' at the end of the ·11 o· d site was not happily 
Th . v1 a,., e an the bottom of tl 1 · 11 ' 
. e mam building, erected by the elder Gibb . rn u . 
m height. As Voltaire l·] 1 . on, is three l:ltor0ys 

. . wou u rnve done I t 1 l 
wmr1ows which on the f· t ' coun .ec tie ' ion are eleven be· in , tl 
np, perhaps to escape the olcl 't l' h, " es 1reo walleu 

G
. axon ig t.' 
ibhon says he occu1)iec1 a ' 1 . Peasant and spac' 

ment ; the library 011 the sa fl · ' 10us apart-. me o01· was soon c 'd cl 
peculiar domain ' 'l'lle 1 tJ· Ol\Sl ere as mu. ' · a ,er room J 
wiHdows, 'l'he ceilin"' is low . . d '_1now empty, has three 

::i ' as m eeu an• all tl T 
waf\ stnwk hy t.he fact that tt . . . ' , . ie cm mgs. 1 . , w ,u I angcmeut m the 11ow P.rnpty 

D ll :.! 
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libi·a.i·y for raising :md low ring bhe f'. w remo.iniug ahelv s w~s 
precisely si.m:ilm· to that adopted by ibbon at Lo. xrotte.. T-he 
bedroom of the historian looked on the courhynrd; the hbrury, 
on th other ba:o.a, commands a fine vie'V' of ~e w ods. . '.the 
trees in the for ground are po.rticulro:ly attractive, espeo111lly a. 
copper beech and a green tulip tr e besid it. . 

erhaps I looked more atten~ively at the libro,ry do~r, b1.1t 
it seemed to me to be almost the only orllll>mented pol-00.l m the 

manor-h us . 
The old dining-room is on the urn.in floor, looking ~outh, 

with bay windows framing the woods, th ·hurch, Lh v1~aga, 
aud the pa.rsonnge.-now (l 88 ) oocupiecl by a son of Archbishop 
Sumner. Thel'e t\re two uJcov s with buff~ts. and the body f 
th 1· m is ei."'hteen by twenty fe t. 

As I w·~dered about thii; now sail -lo Iring domain, my 
imo,gLno.tiou restor a i ts d >pal't d state, a.ml thru· pass d befi t:e 
me the polit.e and gracious elder Gibbon, f.kml Ltls Ay~path ho 
wife in close discoi.u·se with -'ibbou th otrng r. 11'r 111 tlie 
pe~ windows ciJ,IDe th vinous 11n1ghter of Gil>bon s r JI w­

offic 1·s ; nnd a little lnte.t· I b held th l!l ndei: 1 yver~uu, 
Jego.u in form um1 features, standing ~ sid the ah- ndy th1c1~­

ening figure of h.is fri 1~d, discuss~g w1Lh 1 n.r~ d sp ech. t~e~r 
joint' .M:6ro fr !:I Li.LMl'f1.11'es,' stoppmg n w .and th n t-0 mlie1-

lo.rd his serious in od by light and pleasant Jest. 
The historian's o.ccou.nt ol' hi country lrn,bit.s je confirmed 

by a servant who liv a seven y f1.L·s with Gibbon's futher .a(; 
Buril.on, and <leclu.red thn.li the aut l1or (who once liog~ed hun 
sever ly £o1• b at,ing bis dog) 'wns a1wa.ys fi u<l ~f r tLdm g. u.ud 

6 1c1 m s ·en will llt a ho kin his hand. H dLd ll t ·ultivate 
a.n acquaiutanc with the young peopl in bis n ~ghbou1·hood, 
nor ev n afford his fa.th r r mother mnoh f hii:i comp.any ; 
his b lov <l 1.J ks rivetecl his t~tt nti n, and to u oki:1 he sncrtfic d 

nil the amt1s ment.s of youth.' 1 

L 
68 

Ula l a yea:r after his t·eturn to Eugland, ibbon bud 

completed hii:i 'Essn.i au1· l'lttuile d la LiL~ l'a~ui· .' ~tw.as no~, 
h waver until the sp1·ing of 1761 that, yi.l'lk1mg to his f•:thm· e 
aut.horih~. he placed the manuscript in the ha.nds of the pnnter; 

' Notes and Queries, June 3, 1854. 

VAUD, BERNE, AND SAVOY 373 

so that he had the satisfaction of seeing his work published m 
the following summer. 

As early as June 17 59 he had received his commission as 
captain in the Hampshire Militia, his father being maior and 
S. 'I' ~ ' ir homas Worsley lieutenant-colonel. ' vV e had not sup-
posed that we should be dragged away, my father from his 
farm, myself from my books, and condemned, during two years 
and a half (May 10, l 7GO-December 23, 1762), to a wandering 
life of military servitude.' 1 

In his published Journal of this period he records his 
acquaintance with Colonel Wilkes, and passes a severe judg­
ment on his character. 

In 1760 the elder Gibbon conceived a plan of procuring a 
seat in Parliament for his son, ancl wa.s willing to incur the 
necesrnry expense of fifteen hundred pounds. Gibbon, in reply, 
wrote under his father's roof a letter to the latter, in which 
he fully opens his mind. 'I promised myself that by the means 

1 'Dy the arbitrary, and often Cflpricious, orders of the Wflr O!lice the 
battalion successively rnflrehed to the pleasant ancl hospitable Blandford,'. .. 
to Hilsea Barracks, ... to Cranbrook in the Weald of Kent, ... to the sea-
coast of Dove.r, ... to Winch.ester camp, ... to the populous an<l disorderly 
town of Dev1zes, . .. to Salisbury, ... to our beloved Blanclfortl a secornl 
time, . .. and finally to the fashionable resort of Southampton . . . where the 
colours were fixed till om· final dissolution.' 

The following account, belonging to the period of Gibbon's service in the 
Militia, is among the unpublished manuscripts in the possession of M. William 
do Charriere de Severy, of the Chil.teau of Mex : 

' BlandfOl'd, June 28, l 71i0. 
An Account of a Week's pay Due To Captain Gibbon's Company of Militia 

commencing the 28 day of June ancl ending the 4 clay of July following Both 
Days included. £ s. d.' 

To One Sergeant a Week's pay 0 6 10 
To Two Corporals a Week's pay . O 9 1 
To Two Drummers a Week's pay. 0 7 O 
To 44 privat a Week's p:i.y . . 7 10 4 
To paying the Company . . . O 3 O 
To a pr. of Breeches for Edward Druly. O 3 O 

Total . . . . . 8 19 3 
Itcceivecl the Contents of the A Dove Bill of C:i.pt:i.in Gibbon ... 

pr. me John Harding, 
Sergeant.' 

The following order was enclosed in the above account: 
'Mr. Smith 

please to L et the 
Bearer Thos. Jenings 

Have a pr. of Shoes 
.Jmrn HArrnrno, Sergen,nt.' 

These papers n,rc in an unlettered hanrl. Gibbon had prolmbly pre~;ol'\'1:i l them 
as a souvenir of his youthful military experiences. 
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of tliii:i stmt., I might oue day be the instrumeut of ::;vme good tu 
rny country. Dnt I soou percciveJ how little a mere virtuous 
inclination, unassisted by talents, could contribute towards that 
g1·eat end; and a very short examination discovered to me that 
these talents had not fallen to my lot.' He asks hi8 father 
rather to expend the money on him for a tour through Italy. 
' Should yon grant my request, and not Jisapprove of my manner 
of employing your bounty, I would leave England this autumn 
and pass the winter at Lausanne with M. de Voltaire and my 
old friends .... In the spring I would cross the Alps, and 
a[ter some stay in Italy, as the war must then be terminated, 
retL1rn home through France to live happily with you and my 
clear mother.' 

His father consented to his wish, but the 'rash engagement 
in the ]l;Jilitin.' upset all his plans. 

Gibbon spent the summer of 1762 in study at Duriton. It 
wn,s probn.bly at this time that he wrote the letter to Mlle. 
Curchod already cited. His visits to London during his 
military ' servitude ' were frequent, and on November 24 of 
this year he mentions his attendance at the Cocoa 'l'ree Oluu. 
Two days later, breakfasting with Garrick and Mallet, he assists 
at a very private rehearsal of Mallet's new tragedy, 'Elvira,' at 
Drury Lane, and admires Mrs. Pritcharcl's histrionic talent. 

Pive weeks after the disbandment of the Militia he reached 
Paris (January 28, 17G3), where he spent tliree and a half 
months at the 'Hiltel de Landres, roe de Oolombi r , :E'auxbourg 
St. Germaimi.' In the :E'reuch metropolis he studied little, l1is 
time being occupied in social e11joyments, in observing Pm-isian 
ma.rmers and cm;toms, and in deriving ins roc~ion from the 
conversat,ion of some of the greatest men of the century. He 
rntmes c1' A lembert and Diderot as the foremost in rank, or, at 
h~ast, in fame, with whom he became acquai11ted. His letters 
of introduction secured him access to the houses of Mme. 
Geoffrin, l\lme. llelvetius, 1 Mme. du Bocage (a poetess of some 

• N~ de Lignhille, Lhe n iece nnc1 protegoo ol Mino. cle Gra£1lg11y, nnd a, 
woman of rrunarka.ble beauty a.11d lofty min.d. Olrmde Adrien B olvet ius (17lli-
1771) wrui l:be author of £' Jilsprit, o.n uHra-ma, t.eriAlist wm:k, whioh createcl 11 
gren.t. aLir throughou t Et1ro11e, n.nd bronghf, him inf,o contMI~ wi th hhe most 
eminMi t. fore ign ra of the dn.y. In 17M lie 1•i&iLe<l E ngland and W!15 lp'a;oio1u;ly 
received by the r iog: and in the following yenr a.ccep to<l I.ho m v1ta,iion .of 
F rerle.rick the Gre11L, who gaYe hirr1 apa.r~llleD ts in t.h p alace an<1 admi ~tecl him 
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merit), anc1 tlrn Daron ll'Holbacb. IIe writes to his father, 
!''ebruary 2·1., thnt his 'l~Br:;ai ' had been of great use in increas­
mg tho number of his acquaintances. He divides them into two 
classes, almost entirely di«tinct : one who dining at home 

. 1 . f. ' ' ' receive t u~n· rwm1s and converse agreeably until about nine 
o'clock; tho other, the most fashionable, who give large snppcrs, 
:mc1 game both before and aft Pr. Bllt of passing events of historv 
he says nothing. As Mr. Cotter Morison remarks in his acnt~ 
succinct, and able life of Gibbon, it is not a little singular th;~ 
the future great historian seems to have detected no signs of 
thfl great upheaval so near at hand,-for what is thirty years 
in the life of a nation? 

. Gibbon set out for Switzerland May 0, l 7G3, and in pa~s­
rng through I3eimnvon was kindly entcrtainl'd by his cousin 
Acton. At Lausanne he took up his residence at the house 1 of 
l\~. and Mn:ie. de Crommz de Mt1zery, of whom he Rpeaks most 
lnghly. lbs corre1::>pomknce with his ok1 friend Deyverclun had 
been somewhat interrupted, but he knew before his coming to 
Lausanne that Deyven1un w:is in Germany, and rather wished 
lrn ~nyi;, than hopt~d to obtain him for tlie companion of lti~ 
ltalrnn tour. The first foreigner of importance with whom ]

1
e 

now became intimate at Lausanne was Prince Louis of vYnrtem­
J:urg, at w~1ose country seat, Renens, 2 near J_,aus:innc, he 
frequently dmed; and he remarks in his Journn,l, 'I1 pnra!J; qne 

t? his table .. Frederick was a great arlmircr of Helv6tius, without sbaring Ji is 
vwws. on plulosophy. Aftel' her huslmnd's derith Mme. Helvl:tius lived at 
A1~tnu1l, ncn.r Pan:g· Turgot ancl Franklin were both her ardent admirers. She 
srud one (fay, wlulc walking in hPr gal'clen with Donitpm-tn shortly after his 
rntum from Egypt, 'You clo not know huw much lmppinuss crm be funnel in 
thrro rwrcs of grnund.' 

<!ibhon mcnti?ns that !1c mn.de the ac<11rn.intance of the Comte cle Caylus, 
~bbu clo la Bleten e, D:irt~wlcmy, Bn.ynal, Arnaud, de Jn. Con<laminc, <lu Clos, clc 
~tc. I'[llayc; l1o Dougn.111v1llc, C.flpnronnior, de Guignn;; (Orientalist, 1721- 1800), 
Huard, du 1< oncomngnc, l\forr1ms clc l\Iirabcrm, Mme Dun terns 

1 Now the H,ltel B ellcvuc. · · 

" The Prince aft<'rwards resided n.t La Chn.bliero, now (l8flfi) the property or M. GcorgPS <Jaul1s. 

l'ri1~ !'o.uis. of 'Yurtemburg fo11ndcd at Lausanne, in 17r.fi, La Socj(,t,\ 
l\~orale, m mutation of onn that Im Imd foundr:tl r.t Znrich. Ho associated with 
!nn: s<'~f len.r~1nd and r«cmnmRndal?le pernons whom ho fonnd at Lausarnw; Jii u 
mt<,nt1on bemg mutually to beiw.f1t one another by nwn.ns of convermtion mill 
c,un:uspun0;>nue, n;ncl to c;1nti·.il1n~o !'Y their ros11lts to tlrn perfection of tho 
Hncwt:r. JI"' Mnrnt<':" L>f this ~ooicf,y rq1p0arer1 C'ach "'''"Jc in the fnrlll of :t 
Jnunrn~ nntrtlml Ar1 si1rl,., nn _le Cttn111 ·n, of w.l1ieh two voltor1c •s npp1.,tn•'I. 'l'he 
llHp11bJ18lied JuUerc uf th u l'rmcc to Volt:iirc arn iu the autlior':; pm;:;<:r':;ion. 
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le ] i·inc d Whtembel'g m goute beaucoup.' He sapp d with 
I Et.viJlia1•d (August 17), who ~o s not seem t.o ha.ve f lt lmrt at 

i oon s desertion. On the following day he sa.w the dount 
and Oountess de Golowkin. 1 The ountess was the d1mghte1· 
of P1·ofessor B1non de Mosheim, of 1ottingen. 

It was a Me1>1 ry that he :first .met Mr. Hoh·oyd, 'ru best 
fri nd' of whom he says, 'Our mutual tLti;aohroent was renewed 
and f~1·tilied in the subseq1ent stages of our Iti1.1ilian ,joumey.' 

In September he was mortified at hi,s failure lio be elected 
(in ph1ice of M. Fr y), iwrecl;ewr des etmmyBrs of' the c1ub,-M. 

J1oelle being a11poin d.2 

Gibbon notes in his J ournr1l that he passed the afternoon of 
, eptember 21::, 176 , wi1;h Mme. de Dochn.t, whom he ha.cl not 
visited fi i· eleven days. He is gri v cl that his absence h£LB n t 

e n perc ·ved, and f1:uws t,hat h is looke1 ~1pon as ~elonging 
to tih .fast s t of' his compatriots who love wrne and dl.Sorder. 

Gibbon h ard with admiration bhe Gl!and Minister Poli r d 
Bott ns preach at tbe Co.th dral, D cember 1, on occasion of 
tb presentation. of the bailiff and the taking of the oath f 
allegin.nce by ·Lausanne. George Grnnd's grenadiers were of 
litL1 sE\rvi iu preserving ord r. 1 ifteen dtiys later ~10 
rec ived t;h visit of M. de handi n Villnrs, v ho had a rved m 
the French army ' 1ili distinction, (lind wM1 t1h father f li!m . 
de ev ry, moth · of Wilhel m de Severy, a.ftenval'd!:! GiblJoll's 

P1'(1lege. . . , . 
December 18, b mg a omnu;nnon uutby, lead.a Gibbon to 

1'e.mark tha.b such a do.y oIB :i:s a. v ry ilifying epecb..-icle. Ev n 
wliist, · so nee · so;:ry to t.he existence of a LM1sannois,' is fr-

' Coont Golowkin l ivoo n.~ LG 0 tlre, uow residence ?f t be J3ugi;iion f~ly. 
It wna from one :f its hRleoniea that, nHm· n.n 01\Cellont dmm1r, the silv r ~erv1co 
wn.s dropp d .inLo tho lf~l e ~ wn,sb it, by the n.ssenl !>Jed guea~e, nm.on~ t?em l 
nm Lo.Id the I ther of BugUJon J>drc. The sacond wi:fe o! M. Meatrn.1 d AxufirulR 
wn.s n. O~untess Golowki1i, sistt1r of Oount Golowkin.. ~c served o.U lwt youth 
.in ~he r~iment oI h t father, iu1d o,nl:y ~!new ofi tha un1fonn when by ran.son of 
(levolopi.ng womunhootl sha could no longel' cono.Ml bec s~x. 

• M. RooUe, originally from liollnnd, ma:med' .t.h sister ~f Oompt'Ioilor­
General sccreuo.n, 11.nd. w11is con~ecprnntly 1L connection of George Deyve•don. 
A.mong Lhe do ume11ts whiob I <lisoovere(\ ill the go.rxal:ll of L a Grul.La ~v!lll 11; 

Jegru paper by which Oeorge Deyvo.rdu11 a.gi:eod to I t tbnt house to ~· Roelle 
fo·r nine ycn.rs, n.ntl to renew the l~:.i.sa for o. like pariorl. In ea.Re he w1ahes. to 
8011, or iJ' h tli a, his heini must g1 v~ the prefernnue to ~· Boello, for the prl<;0 

<ff 62,00 JranC!I. 1n the ovent oI lmlmo to oorcy out i.h1s ugroeruen l., ll e ?~ b1s 
}1ei111 will pOiY to M. l'toelle nhe sum or· n,ooo lni,a.os <ln.nrnges. It 111 111gued 
• Ueyv<Jd.un/ anil cla.ted llt:{lmb .~ 2~, 17RO, and was ~he cs.mie of dclity in 
Gibbon's oo.cuplPlOY o! La. Gr(/LLs in 1183. 
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bidden. He had lately lost some thirty-two pounds at play, 
and moralises sadly upon the event. 

Soon after his arrival, towards the end of June he made a 
short excursion to Geneva, and was much in c1~ Saussure's 
company. It was during this visit that he encountered Mlle. 
Curchod, who was greatly wounded by his coldness and inatten­
tion, which drew forth the correspondence already given. From 
this moment he settled down to a hard course of reading, taking 
great pains to prepare himself for his Italian journey by a close 
study of the classic authors and the Italian language-although 
of this he never acquired a ready use. 

On April 6, 1764, occurred the quarrel of Van Berchem and 
Guise (afterwards Sir William Gui8e), the happy termination 
of which we have seen. In this connection, he says of Guise, 
his future companion through Italy, he was 'brave, genuine, 
and reasonable, but of an impetuosity all the more dangerous 
from being ordinarily kept in restraint; 'and of Holroyd, 'I have 
conceived a genuine friendship for Holroyd. He has a great 
deal of good sense and honourable sentiments, combined with a 
heart which could not be better placed.' 

On t.118 eve of his departure with Guise for Italy (April 17, 
1764), he gave an excellent dinner with much wine to Dupleix 
and many others. Afterwards they paid a few visits to the 
Grands, the de Seigneux, and the d'Illens. He supped at 
Mezery, and a certain number of his moming guests were 
invited, together with Bourgeois and Pavilliard, for the latter 
of whom he entertains the warmest sentiments. He regrets 
leaving Holroyd behind, who will, however, follow him to Italy a 
little later. 

The Italian tour extended over a period of thirteen months 
(April 1764 to May 1765), and was agreeably employed. He 
climbed Mont Cenis, 'not on the back of an elephant, but on a 
light osier seat, in the hands of the dextrous and intrepid chair­
men of the Alps ; ' visited Turin, Milan, the Borromean Islancls 
(' an enchanted palace, a work of the fairies in the midst of a 
lake encompassed with mountains, and far removed from the 
haunts of men'); Genoa, where he met M. Celesia, former 
Genoese envoy to England, and his wife, the daughter of the 
poet Mallet, frequently clinin~!, with them; Parma, Modena, 
Florence, where he reposed from June to September, and where 
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he uine<l fr qu nt ly with Sir Ilor~tCO Marni , Brit!sh Envey, and 
meb Co.L·di.llttl uart, Lord Palm 1· ton, occhi, and th tw . 

o.m rs, 5 ns f Lol'd Milton and .,.1·aoasons of the uk >f 
orset · P isa, where he found his relo,tive, . ollJJJlll,lldo.nt ~cto~, 

who had been a.band :ned by all his oompntnots for cho.ugrn? _his 

1, Jigion, o.nd i11fu·m ab sixty, ~ns a pendent on an pl1 w.ltvmg 
with him ; ucca., gh rn, Steuna, ruid Rome-tJ;i b,1 ect . of 
his pilgl'image, wb ·re ( ctob ·r 15, 17~4) ~e received th, m­
spiration f bis O'reat work. During h1 ighteen weelc.s stay 
he A.lJlored Rome under the guidance of Mr. Byers, 'a ~cotch 

. f . 1 t te J s· '"' 0 "ks were theng1ven to ant1quary o expenence au as . tx " = 
a journ y t Napl , and h s t utfor the tour throo~h L r ~t.c1 , 

~,· n n.ra, Venic , Padua, and Verotrn. ; then ngam pas m~ 
t ln·ough . ilnn, 'J.1nrin, over .Mont Ceui::i, and uy Ly 'IIS (wh I' 

h part ,(I. from tLis ) he rf'a h PaTi_s, w h l'. he B[ nt 'u.\Jou t 
t n eU i us Clays.' r, udon wa.s r ached aftel' ein abs~nc of 

wo years oml liv mout hs, a,nd on J uly ... ~, 1765, L arnv · d at 

13 Ltritun Manor. 

Cll AL''J'Ell CXXXVHI 

'l '1rn period from l 7li5 to his fo,ther's death i~1 1770 Gibbo~ eun-. 

8 iclered to 1Je in some respects the leaKt sat.rnfactory portion ot 
his lifo. Yet; he continued his militia llntirn; at f-louthampt.on 
d llring the spring of t'ach yc::w; aml his fat~ier having resig1wd 
hi.l:l commisHion and Sir Thomas Worsley bemg clean, lie liec[l,mo 
Jl.'lajor and then Lieuteuant-Oolonel Comn~::tn(laut G\bhon. 1:1.11-, 
as time >vent on he mts more aml more drngnsteLl with the hle , 
anil finally wiJ,]nlrew from the service .in ] 77 , nl~l tough lie :vas 
au ellicicut offlcer and had earned an xc 1) nt l' putatwn. 
Gi1Jhon dill not then see how invaluable his military eA-perience 
woulcl eventually be by enabling hirn to tle[l,l e:i.sily aml accmately 
with tlw milit:i.ry portions of his History. . 

lVllm·over in l 7GG George Deyv rdun mu.de lmi first nppen.r-
' · u·1 i a nee in Enrrbnd and was n fr quent viait-0r ab nnto11 . · -u ion 

0 
' f' l · r · :i · r,;i vei:l oxpl'emiiun to hi::; wart11 ~ el ings of r gn.1•d or ns rrnm rn 
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t.hese H1·,riking wol'ds: 'Our free convers:i.tions, on every topic 
which could interest the heart or nmforo;tamling, would have 
reconciled me to a desm·t or a prison.' Deyverdun hacl prc­
viornsly spent four years (l 7Gl to the early p:i.rt of l 7GG) on the 
hanks of the Oller, :i.s governor to the grandson of th e 1dargrnve 
of Sehavedt or Schevedt, of the royal house of Prnssia; but ' an 
unhappy, though honourable passion drove him from his Gorm:i.n 
court.' 

At this epoch, Gibbon tells us, he himself still contemplateL1 
at an awful distance the Decline and Fall of Rome, and to occupy 
his time began, with Deyverdun's :i.pproval and help as trnmi­
lator of the original German documents, a history of the 
Liberty of the Swiss, in French. His letter of September 1766 
to de Saussure shows (cinta p. 358) that he was then collecting 
materials for this purpose. Two years were spent in preparation, 
anu it was net until 1767 that 'the more agreeable t ask of corn­
pm;ition' commencec1. But the effort met with little success, 
and, although warmly commended by David Hume, was severely 
condemned by a circle of foreign critics in London, to whom lw 
suLmitteJ the fir i:; t book. 

George Deyverdun's pecuniary means at this time were mor-; t 
precarious, although afterwards he was in a prosperous m01wt,ary 
condition. 'The waste of a decent patrimony by an improvident 
father obliged him , like many of his countrymen, to contil1e in 
liis own industry;' and if GibLon's purse was ' always open' tu 
his friend, it was also 'often empty.' For GibLon also experi­
enceLl financial anxiety from his knowledge of his father's im­
poverishment. 'l'he property was heavily mortga.ged, am1 the 
sale of the house at Putney doing little to improve matters, he 
hl'ga.n to apprehend tlmt he might be left in old age 'without 
tlw f'rnits either of industry or inheritance.' But he never 
rebx:1" Ll in fi lial devotion, and when his father die<l (November 10, 
1770) :i.t the age of sixty-four, he preserved the memory of 
hi8 graceful person, polite m1L1ress, gentle manners and una r:.. 
fecte<l cheerfolnnss, adding that hi:> failings were compensated 
hy the virtues of head and heart, by the warmest sentirnent8 of 
honour and humanity. 

After grPat t1·ouhle nihhon succeeded in secnrillg for 
Dt>.yverClun a position a3 clerk iu the office of the Secretary of 
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St.ate. H tells us t hat Deyverdun, in spite of sevel'al yeal's' 
i•esidence in England, was uever a.bi to use the En.glish lan­
guag with. a proper pl'Onunciatiou or proficien y ; but his cri ti~al 
kn wl dge ' waa such as few foreigners hn.v po sess a ; and f· w 

of m· countrymen could enjoy t.he tbeatl'e of hakespeare and 
Garrick with mor xquiJ it feeling ani disc rnment.' 

'l'he seconJ. joint lit rary v t,ure seems to hav or~inat-eu 
with Deyverdun · for Gibbon 1· roo.rks tb11t the coni;ic1ousn ss 
of his (Deyverclo~'s) own slirenglih, and h suro.nce of my aid 
embolu n :I him to imitate and :improve upon Dr. Maty's 
J nrn1tl IJr#an?tiq·u.e, which hnd cea~e to exist. The first volume 
uppe1wed in 1767, und r the tit!. M&~·ircs bi.ti61·ai?·es rle. 1-a 
G?·cmulo Br WIJllO. .Among other thmgs it continn d ttn. articl 
by D yverclun entitled 'l'he 13ath (}uide- ot' which O:ibbon. s~~s: 

master of both langnn.ges will appif\u l the curious fehetty 
with whi b he has transfu a into F rench p1·os tb spirit, and 
v th humour, ofthe Euglish v r. e.' H e continues : ' It would 

b impossible for me to ascertain the re pec1;iv~ s~ares o~ the 
two associates. ,A long and intimate commuu1cat1on of id a.s 
had cast our sentiments and style in the sam mould. In our 
social labours we composed and con· et d by turns.' 

,A second volume wa.<1 publisbt~<l h1 1768, and a tbiru was 
almost compl tecl but never saw tb light, as Deyvednn 1 ft 
Engla.nd. ''rh y introduced my frienu (D yvm:~llll), says 

ibbon ' to the 'fll' t cti n, and myself to the o.cq uc~mtance of 
the Ea:l of h sterfi kl, wh se A.g a.nd inJ:irmities excluded him 
fr m th world· aud of Mr. Davicl Ilume,' wbo was nder­
Secretal'y of 't.alie. 'The fo1·mer accepted a dedication (A.pril J""' 
1769) and r erved the author for the futur edact~tion of his 

succ ssor.' 
Shortly afber ~ibbon recommencl ecl his friend as governor 

to SiT .Ricbal'd W rsley, son of Sir Thomas W orsley, his old 
li utenant-colouel ; ancl DeyverJun did not ret urn to England 

tmtil 1773. 
On S ptembe1· 22, 1769, the Rev. A.nthony Bugnion w~·ites 

from London to George eyverdun, at the Hotel des r uvan·es· 
St. Honor~, Paris, a letter (unpublished)-aft rwal'd.s foi·­
warded to Marseilles- whi h shows that Deyvm:dtm, a.nu not 
' ibbon, was th r sponsible author f the M€11WVreB Uttm-wires. 
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M. Bugnion begius with the usual complaint of Deyverdun's 
neglect in replying, and gives an account of his efforts made in 
conjunction wit-Ji M. des Ruin es, L1pon Lhe l'equest of Mme. de 
Vuffiens and. Mme. de Bochat, to obtain n. place in India for 
M. J ~an Lo ms D yvercJun, a younge1· brother of George. He 
mentions the amou:ut reqnfred, and tells him what it would be 
necessary to do with regard to the departure of J ean Louis. He 
continues : 

' ~el'e is o,n~ther a.ffa.ir which concerns yon personally and 
on which I reqwl' also u. pr mpt nnd cleoi,ded reply. Heydin<'l'er 
came to ask me for the payment of the printing of the Journal 
(Mwm~fre.~ l-itt6)'t£ir1U1). I addressed him, in complinnce with 
yoi.tr mstructions, to Elm,al y, who replied that h hn.d n ord 1• 

to pay him, and t hat h wns only chargei to furnish the ape1· 
and s ,11 the. book. I ~yseH' spoke later to ]Jl111sley who by the 
way, lB a d1fficlllt snbJ et to deal wit.h. Re l'1:1pli.ec1 the same 
th i~g to me, a.nu pl! due d th account of the p1lper suppli a, 
whtch a,motmts to £9 s. 9il., u.nrl a few shillings for :idverhfa&­
m nts, fr m which must b d ducted a dozen copies solil , bicli 
l<:la.ves ~boni; £8. . lf I a~i. not m~snuk011 V id's 11.ccom1t is ..... 20, 
ou wh10h 11 11dm1ts hiwrng received 7 guineas. Re asl ed for 
tweuL'Y.-five cop~es at h. 6it. fo~t· 'l'l.nauy, and I thought mys lf 
authonsed to give them to l11m, sine h ) .fty phmses of M. 

nru:d pro uce nothing. Here, th n, are £18 to pay, and th se 
people will become pr ssing. W h11t must I do? Meunet 
mo1·eov?1-, ca.me . to,,s~e~k to me about a bill for ,e15 wLich y 1; 

gave l:~n; ~n ~· Ie1s~e1', payable at hristmas. He humbly 
asked le1ss1er if he wished to a.ccep1; it for that date. Teissier 
replied that he had no order to that effect, and that you had not 
spoken about it at all. . . .' 

Enclosed with the preceding is what appe11rs to be a con· 
tinuation of the letter : 

'. . . . We (Bugnion aud Lord Ohesteclield) spoke at length 
of his Drotle 1 (he does not giv him any other name), and I 
w:ui much surprised :o len1•n that Mylord forbids him by his 
will to .go to Ibaly before the age of t}lli:ty, and this in 0 ,.a r to 
steer lum clear, he says, of the three most dangerous rocks for 

1 Lord Chcstcrfiekl 's heir. 
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! a young Engli. hm:m ... wornrm, mimic, :tJHl atlwism. l had 
/ occasion since yotu· departuro to hiut to Mylor1l · Uhestcrfiekl 
j ~when_ h ~as spen_kin~ to me as to wh~t ho would do for yon 

if he lived), that h1s wishes would certamly ho respected on thi" 
point as well as on any other, if t hay wflre known. I even 
spoke to him of MylOTd Grant.ham , who had named in his will 
Colonel Chatelain as governor of My lord F orditch, his grandROn. 
JVI. Dayrolles, to whom hacl communicaterl this idea, seizeJ 
upon it with eagern ess, and also brought it forward on this 
occasion ; but neith•:ir of us has contributed much to it, es­
pecially on account of the death of l\II. Stanhope, father of the 
young man. M. Stariho1 e having named Mylonl Chesterfield anLl 
another person tu tom of bis cbildr · n, My lord proposeJ to the other 
tutor to take sole ch:;i,rg of th tlo.ughter, while he himself would 
act in the same maimer l;om1.rds tho son ; and this having been 
accepteL1, Mylord is all the more assured that his choice will 
not meet with any opposition, anc1 has placed it on paper. 
You know, my <lear Friend, that he has a brother to whom the 
titlti will puss on his death, but this will not long deprive your 
young Lord of it, for he is almost as old all Mylord. 

' Thus, my dear Friend, you a.re governor of a peer of Great 
Dritain, if anything in this world on.n be oouuted upon . 'l'hc 
public (in talking about Lord Chesterfield's will) adds 500l. 
8terling as a contingent mmuity, but Mylonl has spoken neither 
to M. Dayrolles nor to me about it, so that this point remains 
obscure ; but I am sure that you will be satisfied. I have only 
to wish you a long life to enjoy all the compensn,tions which 
Fate owed you. Whatever my lot may be, rest assured that no 
one will be happier at your good fortane than myself. Do not 
leave Pn,ris withont writing to Lord Cbcstc:rfield and without 
entering into deta.ili!, of which he did not precisely charge 
me to inform you. You oa..n and wi11, I firmly believe, thank 
him for the cont inuation of his kindness, but you will not 
mention my ll[l,lne. 

'M. Dayrolles, who call d upon me yesterdny, told ,m that, 
he had written :t short time ago to Mm . ae Bochat to infoi•m 
lrnr of the good news. On nlwn.ys likes to rejoice, and it 
appears that he is sincerely pleased. Besides the lettel' whfolt 

.. 
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l expect from yon at PnriR J l 1 
from t·l1, J' t · ' ' ' 10P0 t iat you will Wl'it,c', t.0 u1 ... ' ( · n·s - cunntry-town w11e , v 

' Ad" · w yon 8ta,·. 
ieu' m Y dear Friend ] 1' t · . 1 y " 

• ' 11 •11 n Y unrn, 

'· · · You will find 0 • ' A. llT:G!\'JON. 

l'afno, Quai dos Augustin~ ~~l y,ou~gesl· t pupil dw;; J\if. nilbert 
l . , ' " 1Pl o .iJ,ms ey ~c· t J . 

ot rnr, l1e will be in i'.)witzerland h , -n. um ; as for tlrn 
I. I l . w en you arrive.' I 

e a so mentwus J · 
] iavmg made ii · · · 
< ocnments on Hervey h. h D i11ttnies concern inn· 
f. 1 . . ' w lC - eyverdun p, b bl 0 

or us friend, the Doyen n ,'d ·l h . . I~ a y reqnit·eLl 
t t . · 11 e , w o publrnhec1 ] 77" a •1011 rn verse of the R J ' Ill - u an imi-
l ev. ames Hervey's 'l\-'[ l"t t" t 10 Tombs.' - - CL 1 a rons anwug 

Tho arrangements SllO'"Osted in tl , l 
111-\ (-)ll carried out it is n ;''t' b 10 et Jove nnclosuro havil!o' 
t . ' ' 0 o e wondrireL11-Jiat G ·i,1 "' 0 mtm·fere with De ·J , ' ' lu )OU 1foeline1l 
I .yvei nn s prospects I tl l . 

JOJ'Ll Clwsterfie]J's I 't ' ' >y lB pu >hcation or 
. - , _,e, , ers. AltJ10u1rh ]) 'Y , , l 

rn!-lporn:1lile editor of tl ''[, ~ - . . b . L vu1 nn was t111J 

l . - te ~· -' ··1iw·wes /d/t ;·o-u ·~ "t . . ettrir (pnnted in N t , , _ z 1 . · -
1

'" ' 1 ' <1ppl>11rs lm1t1 n 
. - u i." a-11_,_, (,,;nenc ~ J\ifav q 18"'7' 
rntnr.ested himself in the d •t ·1' f- , '1 - , .J • ' o ) t11at UibLon 
t "'I e m 8 o h<~ pn blicat" 11· 
•
0 

-11 r. Becket t] 10 b k 11 • D - 1011 • - e write;; 
1, .·, ' . oo se e1' ecem/>1-w 23 1707. 'I 
( ume you would uumecliatel s d .N ' • lllmd; 
tions printed for yourself {f en - ~rn faepher<;on's Di8scifa-
they will be most a""reeable . ytolu t ~ve them alreatly buuud 

"' " in ia, wrzn but . t 11 ' must have them at fartl t '-' . ' et a tWP.nl-.s I 
'l' k ies •X1tm<lay l11<>"]1t by 1l I'll 1 . 
- o _spea - plainly, they are det;io·ned fi . tl n , ie_ , ac une. 
which not.witltstandino· som - 1 l m. ie .Journal [M1!niuiresJ 
lHle of \Vight will h; ~ooue ~ ~' y ocu~81m~eL1 l~y IJJY Bi'.ay in U10 

L1ononrable -and prof1'tabl tlc~ y, Hl1L will I tru8t prove a11 
e wor r wr you ... .' 

cr-IAP'1'JER oxxxrx 
G11moN appears to have s1Jent the 
" 't summer months . l 
DUn .on, and the winter in Lo ~ l m:i111 y :i.t 
1 "'6" cl . - nnon, w 1cre some t" i -

' o an 1770 lie or1u·inateJ tl '1·1 ' ime oel, wi~en 
' b ie coman Club,' among wli . 

I UOO 
. Fi:om tho nnpublishccl colkctions f 11 . , . 
autliur m La GrotLe. (MK) 0 'f. Lotus Gremer, Lli8cuvere<l hy ihe 
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membom fi g me Air Willi:i,m Gr1ise arnl Mr. Goafrey Clarke, 
M.P. for De~liyRhire, whosl" early death Uibbou greatly regretted. 

After Deyverclnn's departure Gibbon indulged in his firnt 
publicnJ.ion in English, an a1t0.nymous treucifant criticism of 
Bishop Warburton's ' Disser!;ation on the ixth Tiook of Virgil,' 
in which he did not. sp::tre the miuent authtw r his theories. I n 
after years Gibbon could not forgive hlnumlf for ' the cowardly 
concealment' of his name anil character. 

It was two years after his father's death before he succeeded 
in setting his affairs straight. In 1772 he went to London, and 
in the autumn took the house No. 7 Bentinck Street, Man­
chester Square, where he estalilishec1 his lil>rary. H e was now, 
if not. entirely free from pecuniary worries, at least in more 
settled circumstances, anJ able t o cltivote himself with an easy 
mind to his g re..'1.t l ifo work. He passed the larger part of the 
year in town, 1·u.nning down fr m time to time to Shefileld 
P lace. Re became a ntember of t he fa shionable clubs-Boodle's, 
Wbite's, Brooks's Atwood's, .Alurnck's, and ' The [Literary] 
Club' already described. 

Jn 177 2 he formeJ one of a party with the Holroyds in an 
excursion to the Isle of Wight. In .January 1773 he sold his 
estate of Len borough fur twenty t.housam1 pounds. 

Upon establishing himself in London, in the autumn of 
1772 h commen d t he £.rst volume of the ' Decline and Ji1ull.' 

' Although d voted to his w011c he did not neglect society. 'l 
sometimes giv~ t he pr tti at little dinners in the world,' he 
writes to H olroyd, August 7, 1773 ; and in the same letter, 
' One of my plea.Sul' sin town I forgot to mention, the unex­
pected visit of Deyv rdun, who accompanies his young lord (very 
yonng indeed!) on a two months' t our to f~ngland.' Deyvenlun 
spent n fortnight with him in London. ' I think i1• doubtful 
whether I aLn.ll see him t\ga.in before his return to Leipsic,' he 
continues; hut in April 177 4, he wa1:1 ' in the present tmjoyrnent 
of J eyv rdun's company.' Iu fact, Deyverdun did not leave 
England until April 177.3, when Gibhon wri tes to Mrs. Gibbon: 
' 'l 'b ugh I fintter myself he broke from me with some degree 
of un nsiness, the engagement could not be declined. At the 
ernl of four years he lrns an annuity of one hundred pourn1s for 
life, aml may for the remainder of his day1:1 enjoy a t1ecent in<1c-

VA LJD, JmrtNF., ANTJ >"A VUY 

p•1ncle1ll:e in that. cnu ni.i·y [1-·hvit7.erbn 1] . . 
woulJ ptwkips prefor t o t'i , , ·t ·. · ,· l _' wl11ch a plnlosoplwr 

., • i t. 10s of J1,nropfi ' 
Ju Septeinber J 7"3 (·'i"bb ] .. ·· · / ' onrn·ice ri 1 t . · · 

Cornwall, the seat of M. Er t i ' s wr VIS1t to Port JD!iot, 
cousin, J\fiss Elliston. r. 10 ' w io had married Gibbon's first 

While engaged on his nrst volume 1 
of .Parliament for the boroua] f L" k le was elected M'ember 
h 5 1 o ls -eard H th 

ow the seat was offer·ed t h" 'Y · · .e us describes 0 Im: este cl · 177,J.], about half an hour ufbe, , r a.y morn1ng [Bept. 9, 
army of Durlmrians I he. ··d d .L ,~el van, as I \Vas Hestroying an 
' . ' aI a OUv e rap at Lh a Inend Mr. Eliot was 8 . ,__ d ' 1J · e oor, and my 

. oon lll~1'0 uced Aft . . 
vers::i.t1on he told me tl t . f I : Cll so·me idle con-

. ' . ia I was desirous of bein . , . 
ment, he had an w dcpc;ul,ent se·it ' , g 1ll pa1 lrn-

His pubr] J ' vi,iy much at wy srrvice' 
. . is. rnc1 corrnspondence b t l L, , , . : .. 

hrn s11at, contain8 freqr . t ~ ' o 1 etoie and after li e took 
' ' ien rererences t tl b . 

the clay America I:I" . o ie a sorbmg topic of 
' ' • JS views wert, thos f L d N 

gave no proof of them i th . H , e o or orth, but; he 
J · · 11 e ouse by sp h h umself with silently s ·t· . eec ; e contented 
fi . · uppo1 llw the Mmist . , 1,. . . 
orhfied Ly prille an l e th b iy. umd1ty was 

' l ven e success f · 
the trial of my voice.' H ··t 0 m~ pen discouraged 
1775: 'As ' 'et I 11 ~ v b . e wi1 es to Mrs. Gibbon, March 30 

J '" e een mute In tl . ' 
can atfairs, I have f;omet1· 1 .d . le course of our Am eri-
I ~ mes ia a WlSh to k b 

felt tolerably prepared as to th . , spea ·, ut though 
myself in the manner and re .. e ;~ttei' I dreaded exposing 
glorious.' ' mame lll my seat, safe but in-

~n ~ugust 1770. he informed Holro d . 
pubhcat1011 of the first VOll1n f' h. If" J of the approacJung 
D ie o Is .. !Story h. h ' B . 
. eyverdun had read and obser d ' II , ' w. w att and 
Mr. Ehmdey (whose n ve . e offered it to his friend 

. ame occurs sev . l t• . 
J3ngmon's letters t D d ' eia imes m Mr. A 
. ; . o . eyver un con . · h · 

l·itte ;·r;,i;-ei;), who deer d th ' . cernmg t e lt1emoires 
me e perilous adv t ' 

volume, entrusted to Messrs 'l'h C en ure; and the 
Strab~n, appeared in the sprin~ of 1 ~rr;:;s adell and William 

Gibbon now dispatclies from I ond 
unpublished letter w1·1"tt· e11 . ]' , hon, May 7, 1776, au 

' · iu 1 renc 1 · para0Taph to 'M -, D ' excep ;1ng the first 
"' ' ons1c.nr eyverdnn Ge t"ll M I:r b , p P ' n I wmm r, 'i111· ., b 

. J.ll e1, rowss(,nr de, B II ·r . , ' so;e, c ez ' " e es- 1ettres ·I. I · · 
It Legirn; by his usual phrases of excus 'i ' ;~1 psi~, en ~llemagne.' 

VOL. u. · e or 1 atonness 111 writing, 
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and is particularly interesting from its references to the publica­
tion of the first volume of his History. 

' My long silence (for I must commence in English, even if 
I feel disposed to fall back upon French), my long silence has 
been occasioned, as far as I understand the anatomy of my own 
mind, by various reasons. During the summer it was mere 
idleness and procrastination ; from the meeting of Parliament, 
when it became necessary to finish my book and to subdue 
America, I found myself really involved in a graater hurry of 
public, private and litterary [sic] business than I have ever 
known in any part of my life: materials of correspondence have 
insensibly accumulated, and from the despair of saying every­
thing I have wisely persisted in saying nothing. 

'In the meantime it is not necessary to inform the dear 
reader that I love him precisely as much as if I wrote to him 
every week. On what subject then shall I open this epistle? 
Can such a question be asked of an author who has just 
published his book? I will speak of myself, and I will t aste 
that pleasure which renders the conversation of friends so deli­
cious, the pleasure of speaking of one's self to some one who is 
interested in the speaker. It is true that I would much p,refer 
conversing with you while pacing up and down my library, 
where I could without blushing make all the avowals which my 
vanity would exact from me. But in this unhappy distance 
from London to Leipsic we cannot dispense with a confidant, 
and the indiscretion of the paper might one day reveal the littlt1 
secrets which I am obliged to confide to it. Know then that 
the History of the decline and fall of the Roman Empire has 
had the most complete and the most flattering success for the 
writer. But I must begin a little further back. I do not know 
if you remember that I hau arranged with my publisher for the 
printing of five hundred copies. This number was sufficiently 
modest, but I wished to sound the taste of the public and to 
reserve for myself an early opportunity of making in a second 
edition all the changes which criticism and my own reflections 
might suggest to me. We had proceeded, perhaps, as far as 
the twenty-fifth sheet when my printer and my publisher, men of 
sense and taste, began to perceive that the work in question 
might well be worth something, and that the said 500 copiN> 

VAUD, TIER.NE, AND ::-iA\roy tl87 

woukl not at all1 ;.:; rim e for the up1, lii.te or Bi'itish t' ader•s. Tl, y 
sea · u to me their re.n.sons, an~ Vel'y humbly lmt v l'Y eo,rnesf;ly 
b gged me to permit the printing of 500 copies more. I 
acceded to t h ir l"equ st, fe"R, ing, b wever that the younO'est 
LI!• f I O 

ousprmg o my numerous family would he cond mned to ru1 
inglorious old ag in the depths of a warehouse. In the mean­
t ime t he prinbing was continued, and in spite of paternal love I 
sometimes cursed the cares I was ol.iliged t.o bestow on t.he 
education of my children to cure tli · of those li ttle d fects 
which lilie negligence of their p ·eaeptors hacl ullowed to pass 
without correcting them. Finally, in tl1e month of F bruary I 
saw t11e decisive moment arrive, and I confhss to you that it 
was not without some kind of uueasiu ss. I 1mew th~t my 
book was good, but; I wish d it to Le e, c llent. On that point 
I oaght not to l!ely upon my judgment, nnd I feared to c1opend 
upon bhe public, that tyrant which so often pronounces withO'l.lt 
l istening and wllioh annihilates at a glance the w·ork of teu 
y~rs. At length , on Febrna:ry 1 , I gave myself to the 
umverse, and the universe-that is t;o say, a smo.11 number 0f 
Engliel~ reacl~r.s-welcomed me wi ·h open arms. In a. fort11 ight 
the. entU'e ~d1t1on was so completely solc.1 that not a single copy 
of 1b remained. Mr. Oadell (my amiable p ublishel') fu~b pi-o­
posed f;o m a new dition of a thousand copies, and in a few 
days he consid red he had sufficient r asons fox b gging me to 
allow him to raise the number to fi fheen lmndr d. It will 
appear at the beginning of next month, au.d the honest person­
age already veutur s to pl'omise me that it will be sold off 
b fore the ei1d of th year and that he will be compelled to 
impor tune ~e a thil:d time. . '11he volume (a handsome q uar · ) 
costs one gw.nea tmbound ; it sold, according to the expression 
of the JJUblisher, like a threepenny pamphlet on the a.ffairs of 
the day. I have contented myself up to the p resent with citrin"' 
to. you the least equivocal fa~t in favour of -the history. It i~ 
smd that the horse alone does not fla tter Kings when t hey 
decide to mount it. Should it not be added 'that the publisher 
alon never flatters anthers wh 11 t her take the fancy into t,h. ir 
h a.ds to get their books printed? But you well un,dersfia.nd 
th11ot on su ·h a large number of voracious r a.ders 1.1, means is 
alwo.ys found to come in for some prn.is , o.nd I oon:f1 ss to you 
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that so far as I am concerned I much like these praises. Those 
of women of condition, especially of young and pretty ones, 
without being of the greatest weight, do not fail to amuse 
me infinitely. I have had the good fortune to please these 
creatures, and the ancient history of your learned friend lut8 
succeeded like the novel of the day. 

• Let us pass on to more respectable suffrages, and without 
fatiguing you with a long enumer~tion let us cho?se those of 
my masters. Listen to Robertson m a letter whwh was not 

intended to fall into my hancls : 
• '' I have read Mr. Gibbon's history witl1 much attention and 

great pleasure. It is a work of very .high mer~t indeed. He 
possesses that induAtry of research .without ;vhi~h no m~n de­
serves the name of an historian. His narrat.ive is perspicuous 
and interesting, his style is elegant and forcible, though in some 
places I think rather too laboured, and in others too quaint. 
But these defects are amply compensated by the beauty of the 
general flow of language, and a very peculiar happiness in many 

of his expressions." 
•Lend your ear now to the good Du,vid [Hume]: "As I 

have run throuo·h your volume of history with great avidity and 
impatience, I ~annot forbear discovering something of the 
same impatience in returning you thanks for your agreeable 
present, and in expressing the sati8fa~tion which. th~ perform­
ance has "'iven me. vVhet.her I consider the digmt.y of your 
style, the 

0 

depth of your matter, or the extensiv_eness of your 
learning, I must regard the work as ~qu~lly the obJe~t of esteem. 
I know it will give you pleasure (as it did me) to find that all 
the men of letters in this place [Eclinburgh] concur in thefr 
aclmiration of your work, and in their anxious desire of your 

continuing it." , . . 
'Do you know, moreover, that the facitu~ and. the Livy ?f 

Scotland [Robertson and Hume] have been of servwe to me m 
more than one direction ? Our good English people groanecl 
for a lour" time pmit at the superiority which these historians 
had acquired, and as national prej~dice is. kept alive at ~ery 
little expellse they hastened to h01st, by dmt of acclamations, 
their unworthy com1Jatriot to the niche of these great men. 
Besicks, I have hacl tlie good fortune to e8cape the most danger-
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ous reef in this country. Up to a certain point a historian is 
always a politician, and each reader, according to his particular 
opinions, seeks in the most remote centuries the sentiments of the 
writer on the different men, Kings, and governments. A 80118-

m·ini8tre, who is greatly attached to the prerogatives of the Crown, 
made me the compliment that I had everywhere inculcated the 
most healthy maxims. Mr. Walpole, on the other hand and 
Lord Camden, bot.h declared partisans of Liberty and even ~f the 
Republic, are persuac1ed that I am not far removecl from their 
ideas. It is at least a proof that I have observed an hone~t 
neutrality. Let us consider at present the reverse of the medal 
and respect the means which it has pleased Heaven to employ 
for the purpose of humiliating my pride. Uoulc1 you imagine 
it possible, my dear Sir, that injustice could be carried so far as 
to attack the purity of my faith ? 'rhe Bishops, and a great 
number of ladies equally reRpectable by their age and by their 
accomplishmentR, have raised an outcry against me. 'rhey dare 
to set forth that the last two chapters of my pretended history 
are only a satire on the Christian religion-a satire all the more 
dangerous uecause it is disguised under a veil of moderation and 
impartiality, and because the emissary of Satan, after having 
long amused his reader with a very agreeable narration, in­
sensibly conducts his steps into the infernal snare. You perceive, 
Sir, all the horror of this proceeding, and you well understand 
that I shall oppose nothing but a respectful silence to the 
clamours of my enemies. 

'And the translation? 1 Are you going soon to have me 
read and burnt in the remainder of Europe? After a short 
suspension, the reasons of which it is scarcely necessary to ex­
plain, I have continued sending the sheets as they left the press. 
'rhey passed regularly by Gottingen, whence M. Sprengel will 
have been careful to forward them to yon, and the English original 
in its entirety must long have been in your hands. What use 
have you made of it? Is the translation finished? At what 
time, in what place, under what form, do you propose to have 

' Deyverclun hacl agreed to translate ~he hiatory into Frcno.b , but writing to 
Mme. Necker, November 26, 1776, Gibbon sa;ys Llmt thi~ plan hnd fallen through 
owin~ to his friend's hiziness; and th e wot.k wo.s OdmmUl~d to M. I.eel ere de 
Septcl1ti11es, succeeding volmne:; being co11Linuecl by !WM. de Meunier and 
C.intwell. 
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it appear? I cannot help fearing the accidents which may have 
happened to it on the road, and above all your indolence or even 
your distractions ; the more so because I have heard in several 
ways that you are occupied with a translation of I know not 
what German work. In spite of my silence you might have 
informed me of the state of things. In any case you have not 
an instant to lose, and for this reason. M. le Due de Choiseul, 1 

who is infatuated with my work, has communicated to Mr. 
Walpole his intention of having it translated at the earliest 
moment. I believe I have put a stop to this plan by assuring 
them that your translation was already being printed at Leipsic, 
but I cannot long answer for events, and it would be equally 
annoying to be anticipated by a fine wit of Paris or by the 
manmuvre of a Dutch publisher. 

''rhere you have a sufficiently honest epistle. I know, how­
ever, that you ought scarcely to give me credit for it, as it turns 
entirely upon myself. I have a thousand other things to write 
to you about and as many questions to ask you. Count upon 
:mother letter in a week. Come, do not be afraid. I have 
sworn by holy friendship, and my oath shall not remain without 
effect. ' Entirely yours, 

' E. GIBBON.' 2 

Among the collection of letters and documents loaned to me 
by l\1. Ernest Chavannes, I also found a contemporary copy of 
the above letter in the handwriting of M. Clavel de Brenles, 
who thus annotated it: 

'As a literary document, this letter is not without interest. 
A celebrated author gives an account to liis friend of one of the 
most flattering moments in his life for his self-esteem. After 
having laboured with fame in perspective for ten years, he has 
just delivered to the public the first volume of his great work. 
Its success surpasses his hopes, and he asks his friend to share 
the joy which he feels. A portion of this letter is especially 
i·emarkable-that in which he speaks of the reproaches addressed 

1 'I have met the Duke of Choiseul at his particulai· request.'-Gibbon to 
Holroyd, June 16, 1777. 

2 From the unpublished collections of Mme. Constantin Grenier, discovered 
by the author in La Grotte. Facsimile made for the author by M. Buttner· 
Thierry. 
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to him on the sc0re of irreligion. The subject perhaps merited 
being treated with less levity and irony ; and assuredly he 
would have employed different language if he had been writing 
to any other than a friend. Moreover, it is evident that he did 
not think a serious defence on this point useful to the interests 
of his fame. We already knew, by a work of Gibbon's youth, 
that he wrote French correctly. A slight foreign nuance in 
this letter does not render the style disagreeable to the reader.' 

On May 22, 1776, Thomas Falconer, the learned author of 
'Chronological Tables from Solomon to Alexander,' says to 
Charles Gray : 

'Gibbon's decline of the Roman Empire is a very ingenious 
work. . . . His two last chapters against Christianity are I 
dare say little more than compilations from various authors, for 
he can hardly have consulted so many as he mentions. If it 
':as enquired into I strongly suspect he has filched a large por­
t10n from old Dodwell's whimsical dissertation De paucitate 
martyrum . ... Our Bp. of Chester (an excellent military his­
torian) is very angry with him about his account of a legion, 
but being less versed in the minutioo of Roman history, I do not 
know where the error lies.' He is pursuing his work on 
Strabo.1 

In the same month M. and Mme. Necker made a visit to 
London, and Gibbon was their constant host and attendant. On 
their side the N eckers pressingly invited him to visit them, and 
late in the spring of 1777 he set out for Paris, returning to 
England six months later. At this time he made the acquaint­
ance of everybody worthy of note, and especially mentions his 
meeting with M. de Buffon and his dispute with the Abbe de 
Mably. 'Mr. Walpole,' he says, 'gave me an introduction to 
Madame du Deffand, an agreeable young lady of eighty-two 
years of age '-whom Voltaire called' l'aveugle clairvoyante '­
which recalls the familiar story : This lady, being blind, when 
passing her hand over the historian's face, as was her custom on 
the introduction of a new visitor, was betrayed into a mis­
apprehension, more ludicrous in occurrence than delicate in 

1 From the MS. collections of James Rouncl, E8q., M.P., of Birch Hall, Essex, 
communicated to the author by J. Horace Round, Esq. 
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recital, but which she resented as an offensive advantage taken 
of her misfortune. 1 

' A dame whose blindness was a piteous case, 
And whose soft hand his countenance explored, 
No features in so fat a mass could trace, 
But said it was a thing below the human face.' ' 

Whatever the truth of this may be, the correspondence 
between the two continuously shows that they entertained 
nothing but feelings of friendship towards each other. 

Gibbon says at this time : ' The more I see of Paris, the more 
I like it.' He mentionii dining by cwcident with Franklin. 
Upon his return to London he tells us: 'I never found my mind 
more vigorous nor my composition more happy than in the 
winter hurry of society and parliament.' 

He had written from Calais, October 31, 1777, to Mme. 
Necker, the subjoined being a translation: 

'We agreed the other day, Madame, that the feeble language 
of words is incapable of rendering the truth of sentiments. I 
experience it so well at this moment that I have torn up with 
indignation several lines which I had just traced. Let us there­
fore preserve silence : our souls know how to speak and reply to 
each other without calling to their aid the pen and the post. 
We have been at Calais since the day before yesterday, nnd half 
the British nation is shut up with us in this port by tempests 
and contrary winds. I know so well your sensibility that I fear 
to leave to it the anxiety of exaggerating another difficulty 
which concerns me personally; I wish to speak of a slight 
att,ack of gout--the fruit perhaps of the dinners and suppers of 
Paris-of which I have this morning felt the first twinges. It 
shows itself, however, under so mild and even kind a form that 
it merely proves the goodness of the temperament in which it 
has deigned to take up its abode. After having paiosed a good 
night I may very well find myself delivered to-morrow morning 
of this unfortunate visitor, and I should then not be without 
hope of sleeping in my own country. If the enemy insists on 
attacking the stronghold I shall find at Calais everything that 

1 The Gentleman's Magazine, lfl44. 
' Tlw Lmninoits Historian, or, Learning rmd Luvc, from Eccentricities for 

J1)1linbnrgh of George Colmitn the younger. 

VAUD, BERNE, AND SAVOY 3!JS 

my condition may require in the way of aid and even amuse­
menbi. I am writing in the apartments of Lord Spencer, where 
I pass the day in a comfortable armchair. I hear already the 
noisy crowd returning from the Comedy. If I were less assured 
of your friendship I would beg you to preserve it for me. It is 
the consolation and the glory of my life. Assure Monsieur 
Necker of my entire esteem; in applying it to him I give a very 
great extension to this word. You will shortly receive news of 
my voyage or my stay.' 1 

In 1778 he wrote his 'Memoire Justificatif' in support of 
the British policy towards France, which he composed at the 
request of Lord Chanc6llor 'l'hurlow, and Lord Weymoutl1, 
~ecretary of State. Beaumarchais praised the manner in which 
it was written, and ascribed it to Lord Stormont, British 
Ambassador to France. 

In February 1779 he made his defence against the attacks 
on his offensive fifteenth and sixteenth chapters, and entitled it 
'My Vindication.' It was 'expressive of less anger than con­
tempt,' he says in his Memoirs, and even this anger gave way to 
'pure and placid indifference.' 

Later in the year be was appointed a Lord Commissioner of 
Trade and Plantations, through the influence of his friend the 
Attorney-General, Mr. Wedderburn, as a reward for his good 
offices to the Government. It was not a clifficult post, and he 
' enjoyed many days and weeks of repose, without being called 
away from my library to the office.' This sinecure increased his 
income by some £750 a year. 

Fox alleged that Gibbon had said, eleven days before his 
acceptance of office, ' that there was no salvation for this country 
until six heads of the principal persons in the administration 
~e:·e laid upon the table.' Gibbon himself, rather cynically, 
mforms Deyverdun (May 20, 1783): 'You have not forgotten 
that I entered Parliament without patriotism, without ambition, 
and that all my views were bounded by the convenient and 
respectable place of a Lord of 'l'rade.' 

Writing to Mr. (afterwards Lord) Eliot in this year (1779), 
he complains of continued pecuniary embarrassment, his expendi-

' I_n _Fre~c~, unpublis~ed. J;oaned to the author by Count d'Haussonville ; 
the origmal is m the archives of the Duke de Broglie. 
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ture being far above his income. He had been u_nsuccessful in 
disposing of his landed property,. and wa~ ~ncertan~ w he~her. he 
would remain in England or withdraw mto a kmd of philo-
sophic exile in Switzerland.' 

He had held office only three years when the Board of Trade 
was temporarily abolished, but he still retained his seat in Par 
liament. He appears to have had hopes of securing the place 
of Commissioner of the Excise; and in 1783 he sought the post 
of Secretary of Embassy at Paris, to which was attached a salary 
of £1 200, but his friend Mr. Fox decided in favour of Mr. 
Anth;ny Storer. Gibbon lost his seat for Liskeard about the 
same time, although at the general election he became member 
for the Borough of Lymington, Hants; but he abandoned his 
pal'liamenta.ry career aft r LorJ North's .r~tirement. . . . 

In spite of interruptions he was diligently contmumg his 
Hi. t;ory. He writes to Mrs. "bbon at Bath, Sept. 17, 1~79: 
• 1 begin to 1·eckon, ana as well as I can calculate, I believe, 
that in twelve or fourteen months I shall be brought to bed, 
perhaps of twins; may they live, and prove as healthy as their 
elder brother ! ' His calculatioi:is were correct; the second and 
third volumes were published in 1781 and were received with 
even greater eagerness than the first. 

In April 1781 Gibbon wrote to Mme. Necker: 'After a 
silence of three years I venture to send you, Madame, a letter 
of thirteen hundred pages, the second and the third volume 
of my History, which you will receive, addressed by the post 

to M. Necker.' 
He visited Mr. Hayley at Eartham in this same year, and in 

the autumn spent several weeks at Brighton. The following 
summer (1782) he was installed at Hampton Court Villa, and 
he thus describes his mode of living : 'Every morning I walk a 
mile or more before breakfast, read and write qiiantum sufficit, 
mount my chaise and visit in the neighbourhood, accept some 
invitations, and escape others, use the Lucans as my daily bread, 
reserve for study an hour or two in the evening, lie in town 
regularly once a week, &c., &c., &c.' On September 28 
he dined at Sir Joshua Re~ nolds', where he was a frequent 

gnest. 
In a letter to his friend and neighbour Francis Hugonin, 
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June 6, 1782, after speaking of his pecuniary embarrassments 
since the loss of his offices, he refers to the political situation : 
'We are all in confusion and amaze at Mr. Fox's resignation. 
We shall hear his reason next Tuesday, but I think it an act of 
passion rather than prudence, as he does not carry his whole 
party with him. Mr. W. Pitt will be a minister at three-and­
twenty. The Duke of Richmond and General Conway stay with 
Lord Shelburne. Lord Keppel is out ; perhaps Howe succeeds 
him, but everything is uncertain.' 1 

Gibbon's failure to obtain a post under Government, com­
bined with his expensive manner of living in London, turned 
his thoughts seriously towards Lausanne as a place where he 
might enjoy comfort ancl even luxury on his present income. 
His friends looked upon this step with displeasure, and endea­
voured to dissuade him from carrying it into effect, but without 
success. 

He writes to Deyverdun, May 20, 1783: ' If I decide upon 
exile, my choice will not be doubtful. Lausanne has hacl my 
first-fruits ; it will always be clear to me by the sweet souvenir 
of my youth. After thirty years, 1 remember the rascals who 
are now juclges, the little girls of the societe clu Printems, who 
have become grandmothers.' But Mezery would neither suit 

1 Notes and Querfos, Feb. 21, 1857. General Conway, M.P., made the 
motion to discontinue the war against America, which pa.ssed the House of 
Commons Feb. 27, 1782, by 234 to 215. 

Gibbon's friencl Hugonin was descended from the Swiss Frarn;ois Louis 
Hugonin, who in his youth settled in Engla.nd and became a ca.ptain in the Indian 
army. One of his descendants became a general, and another was the wife of 
thelateSirRoderick Murchison. (Letterof M. Jules Cucnod, ofVevey,April27, 
1881, to the author.) 

We have had occasion to refer to the family of Hugonin in connection with 
Mme. de Warens. It possessed already in 1399, under the name of Borgonyon 
(Durgondi), the right of bourgeoisie at La Tour de Peilz. Louis Hugonin, the 
first who bore this name-which was the prenom of his father-was Chatelain 
of the CMteau du CMtelard in 1473. He died in 1502. His son Jacques 
Hugonin, married in 1510, noble Guillauma, daughter of noble Barthelemy 
d'Arbignon, coseignior of the Val d'Iliez. Jacques was vice-Chatelain of Nyon 
in 1516. Charles, Duke of Savoy, gave letters of nobility to him and to his 
brother Humbert at Chambery, January 3, 1518. Noble Jacques received with 
his wife a part of the Seigniory of the Val d'Iliez. From 1529 to 1535 he was 
Chatelain of Vevey, la Tour, and Blonay for Frarn;ois de Luxembourg, Vicomte 
de Martignes. Pierre Hugonin succeeded his father in this latter otlice. He 
had three sons by his second and last marriage. One of them, Daniel, was, in 
1587, Ch!,telain of Chatelard for the noble brothers Jean and Jean-Baptiste 
Rotaz, Barons of Chatelard. The family of Hugonin has never ceased to hold 

high po:;ition at La Tour de Pcilz, Vevey. 
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his age nor character. ' I must bave a commodious o.nCI. ~len­
santly si tuated house, a state above tllii.t of the bonrg 01ste, a 
l arn.ecl husband, a wife who would not resemble Madame 
Pavilliard, and the 11ssur1.moo of being !'eceived like an only son. 
or rather like the brother of the family.' 

CHAPTER OXL 

• VING brought 'ibbon to this point, let us now see what 
Deyverdun has b 11 doing in the meanwhile. We h~ye 
mention a :ill a pr vi. us clrnpt r yv rdun 8 travels with 
y ang Hir Richard Worsl y some of who e unpublished l tte1•s 
I found in La. 'rotte, with others from E . Sheldon.1 ne of 

yve:rdun's friends, Sa.ndeforth Str atfeil.d, in a letliel' of 
N v mber 30, 1770, express s his warm l'egard : 

Ul ' Family is in he same situation as when you left 
England ... . We frer1ueutly regret yom· absence nt Wands­
worth wl1ich p lace th Family will now shortly 1-ave for t ba 
Win~r. We laid out a good a al of nion y in the Spring ID 

i· p~iring our .house ther . . .. I 1· ad in tli Pul)lick N ws 
Pap rs the D nth oi' Edw. Gibbon, ·msq" of Berriton near 
Pet rafield in fumpshir ; is it the Fath r or th · 'on, yt old 

acquaintance ? ' 2 

Gibbon writes in French from London, December 2, 1770, a 
letter (unpublished), of which I sul1join a transbtion. He 
gives an interesting and touching account of his father's last 
illness and his own conRtant devotion. He also begins to talk 
of his possible removal to Lausanne and his desire to have the 
constant companionship of his friend Deyverdun, who is now in 
La Grotte at Lausanne with his aunt Mme. de Bochat; and he 
t.akes occasion in passing to hazard the friendly advice that 
D eyverdun should immediately return to his young charge, 
Sir Hichard 'Worsley, who as we see in a letter from him to 

1 One written in December l 7u9 is addressed to Deyverdun !It Nancy 
(I,orraine). . · . . 

• In English. From the unpublished collect10ns of M. Loms Gremer. 
From Mr. Streatfeild descend the present family of Streatfeild-Moore of Wood­
cock Hill. 
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Deyverdun, 1 was making a journey in the south of France, 
where he expected to remain three months. 

' It is difl1cult, my dear :F'riend, to break a long silence. It 
is much more difficult to j ustity it. You a1reac1y 'know all the 
reasons, or more correctly all the excuses which I can brinO' 

' . b 

forward. You know Man in general, and you know the man 
Gibbon in particular. "He loves me always," you have told 
yourself a thousand tim es,·' and his laziness, which stifles all the 
proofs of friendship, cannot influence friendship itself. When 
he was in his solitude of Buriton he found himself, or thought 
he found himself, unprovided with material. The Capital 
furnished him with a superabundance, without allowing him the 
leisure of setting to work upon it. Shame lent new strength 
to his laziness, while resolut ions became weaker every day. 
When I think of my happy situat ion and facilities for writing-, 
as well as the variety of scenes throngh which I have passed, 
is it not he, even this ingrate and idler, who still has the right 
t.o reproach me?" 

' But during the whole of this year the causes of my silence 
have been, my dear Friend, both more serious and more sad. 
My father, whom you left full of health, saw himself over­
whelmed with infirmities. His eyesight, which began to grow 
dim, was entirely lost-a privation which removed from him all 
the pleasures of the country and condemned him to a life of 
languor and weariness. At the commencement. of the summer 
he felt the approaches of a dropsy accompanied by all the 
symptoms of a nen,r decline. Art can do nothing when nature 
is totally worn out. To abridge a recital which must afflict 
yon, my father died about three weeks ago. During the whole 
time of his illness I did not absent myself from Buritou a single 
du.y, I hardly quitted his room a single instant: everything, 
even my course of readinr,, was interrnptecl, arnl I taste the sad 
consolation of having fulfill ed my filial duties up to the moment 
when they ceased. 'J1here remain to me, I know, many other 
motives of consolation. I see them, but to feel them I need 
time to add its strength to that of reason. 

1 Sir Richard Worsley at Marseilles to George Deyverdun at Lau sanne 
May 2(), 1770.-Unpublishell collections of Mme. Constantin Grenier discovered 
by the author in Lu. Grotte. ' 
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' You umforst::rnd, thong-h you cannot sufficiently urn1er­
st:and, ·th chaos of bitsiness in vrhicli I see myself plunged. 11. 
thousa.nu dom. stic arrangements tie be deoi ad, this iw l na 
farm ti0 manage or rather nJlow it bo be manng d under my 
name and at my xpens . A saffici nt.ly large succession to 
make my lot ha11py, but burd necl with. 11 thousa.nd wonies 
from w bich I must extricate myself. What a situation, for m 
among all literary men by whom matters of interest, of rustic 
economy, &c., are the least understood! I cannot form the 
least solution relative to the kind of life suitable for me to 
embrace, nor the eh ic of th country where I could stablish 
myself, before seeing cleru.'ly the f\mcls u1 n which I can count. 
Be persnn.d d, my dear F1·iend, thi:itt the idf:a f living with you 
will enter for n large pa.rt in my plans. Fri ndsllip, philosophy, 
i1.nd f;a$ e will always speak to me in favom· of Switzerland. ut 
wiJl they be sufficiently pow rful to carry th day ago.inst tJ1 
whirlpo 1 of London, wretched questions of convenience, th 
importunities of a kith and kin who persecute me with an 
admirable tenderness, and views of fortune and ambition which 
tb y p i·sist in presenting to me. I myself do not know 11nd 
am a.aha.rued of my ignornnce. However, you will have returned 
in about fifteen months; I count the imtants and nm impatient 
at the slowness of their course. In your counsels and even in 
your presence I am assured of finding the intelligence and the 
consolation which I need. 

'L t us spen.k of you rs lf. Yoi.1 a1·e in the midst of your 
country in that Lausanne of which I tl1iuk with pleasure; yo11 
have found again the tenderness of !Ca.do.m de ochat, t1 
frie.ndship of our de Saussu1·e, and the charms of a soci ty whlch 
must, however, have sulf red oha.ng s. In the middle of the 
summer, at a time when all my attention wa.s fix d on o. 
sing! obje ·t, I learnt by very indirect means the fact, which 
I t raced finally to Captain Worsley, that you had left the 
Chevalier 1 in order to visit your cottntry, while Ju~ wander d 
through the southern provinces of Fmnce. This information, 
which was confirmeL1 to me here, has not failed to make me 

1 Young Sir Richrml Worsley, Dart., of Appuldcrcombe, 171il-1R01i, M.P. fol' 
Newport, ancl Clerk of the Privy Council. He married in 1775 the cfaughter of 
Sir John Fleming, Bart. The title Loco.me extiuct in 1825. 
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uneasy. These separations, my dear Prienc1, however short 
they may be, nearly always give rise to rumours or at least to 
unf~voorable suspicions concerning both the gove.i•no1· ana the 
pu~1l. In your c:as~ my ~ears ar~ all on 011e aide. I am quite 
em~ that ::Vorsl~y lS sa.t1sfied ~tth you; I fonl.iL if yon are 
sa.t1s£ed with his concluet. W tlihout se king to look · t 

t . h' lil 0 
mys enea "'. · 10h y~u do ~ell,. p rhaps, in oonc a1ing make 
1;1~e of the rights foendslup gives to hazard a counsel which it 
"'.ill be easy for you to apply and see if it is suited to the actual 
circumstances. Unless you have sufficiently powerful reasons 
for ~ complete rupture with this young man, rejoin him at the 
earliest ~om~nt. Perhaps you have already done so, and will 
laugh with lmn at my foolish fears. So much the better. 

. 'So poor de S~u~sure has known with sac1 rapidity every­
th:ng that a sensitive heart c::m experience of felicity allll 
misfortune! Embrace him from me, aRsure him that I :-;hall 
always count him among that small number of friends who;;a 
memo~y is too deeply engraved in my heart for time, absence, 
and d~stance ever to effa?e it. At the ;iame time assure all my 
acquainfanccs of the sentunents which are respectively due to 
them. 

'I conclude. A mind more gay and more free woulJ lm 
needed to entertain you with the gossip of the town the theatre 
(which is not equal to the very pretty marionett~s we have 
he~·e), and of our Muses which are mute since you cease to 
arnm~te them. A Tancrede, th.at of Voltaire, is an11ounced (after 
the fetes), for thank God we still know how to translate. Our 
dissensions are disappearing. "Wilkes lrns quarrelled with the 
remnants of his party. Everything seems to unite against the 
common enemy. It is thought that Lord Chatham will guide 
the British 'l'hunder. Adieu. Entirely yours, 

'GrnnoN.' 1 

As I have already remarked, Deyverdun now became the 
governor of young Philip Stanhope, the kiwmum of J,ord 
Chesterfield and his successor in the title. Philip f:lr.anhope 
now seventee:, writes .t~ Deyverdun, both being in .London'. 
June 15, 177,,J, the suhJomed characteristic letter:-

. 
1 

In French. From tl;e unpublisbed coll ections of Mme. Constantin Grrn ier 
d1scovcrec1 liy the author m I,a Grotl,e. Jfacsimilc in the author's pos~e8 sion. ' 
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thin1Y coulu be more in accord wi.th my senti-
' Sm.,--No l ott It was 'l.lways my intention to propose 

ments than your e er. f . d (a not my tutor for , to speak 
h ould b my nen an ' 

that you s like this latter name, and even though I 
G:~y, do ~ ~' . 1 the counsels of a friend, I would not 
might follow w1llrng y l f tutor If we agree upon 

•:t lf t o t 10se o a · 
"P rh1.1;ps subrnr rny1:1e h. I d not doubt that I shall have 
all oth r matte1-s a~ upon t is,. b o With respect to tha 
a. most pleastmt Journey wi~ . yo;~ to tell you to do what 
domestic servu.nt, Mylord or ers 

s em to you b · · · · ou this evening to the 
' shall not. be able to accolml pa1J /do not know whether I 

M I rd is not at all we an . ' 
ball, as y o b 11 d not begin until 9 o clock I may 

b •· "' S tl10 a oes 8hall g i Uu .. · • d 
h fter he is m be · 

perhaps b t el'e ~ . od coffer which I shall have 
' [ b ht th.is mormng a go . 

. oug th first time you call here. .Adieu. 
the houour to show you e 'P. STANHOPE.' 1 

t h e having proceeded to the University 
Deyverdun and SfaCuhopt field writes to the former a letter 

.L . . th Earl o es er . t 
of eipsic, a . bl" h d The lo,st lines give a hmt as o 
which bas not been pu :s e d h Lord Cheste~field's high 
the young man his heu, au s ow 

opinion of Deyve1·dun :- 'Chesterfield House; November 4, 1772. 

J.'or this Letter that I troubled k the same excuse 1
1 

'I .rnu~t ma e M Secretn,ry not being Master enough 
on with m my former, y 

Y ou in that Lo,nguage. 
of French to answer y "f tr·ue one from your Pupil. 

ood Letter 1 a ' · 
'I had a v.ery g Lectn;es when ai; L ipsig, cmd is now 

He applied Himself ~oh ·y pret-ty young fell w, who will 
going to Dres~en wilt da . v r . bo.d ' "11!1lJ)l • -loing into t lia.t 

. · H 1 bac a vice r ..,. . i::r 
neither give . rn , , e of [±] some of the E nglish Dirt, tbo.t .u.e 
of Company will .sc,r;i· I ITTll not conceal from you that; I 
carried abroad with : urh1. \ so areat a desire of pleasing, or 
b d l·n Him while ere no o o serve 

. d collections cliscoverecl by the at'.thor in 
' In FreJl()b. Il'rom tbo, unpub1ish~ount-book of t he Deyverdun fa~1ly, ~ne 

La Grotte . I found in Le. Grotto nu a\t while Mr. Stanhope was staymg with 

pn.~e 1T1ebcl~d~~~:~:t!t~!c~::t~ b~~~~! (!f~bLr i~e~:::::d!~J~~ ~e~~~l ~~:1!~!;~ 
us.. e cl b'-dl" tbe nn.tuml sou o or 
Thrn wo.s un ou "" " 
were addressed. 
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rather none, as I crmld h:we wished; without that desire no 
mo.n cim -please, with that desire very Man will pi nse to o. 
c i·taiu dt}grne. Therefore 1 reconmtencl to you to in nl a 
t11 0.t tr uth iu Him, as St:rougly as pos ible, which nobody can :I. 
bet er than yoursel f, both by p recept nnd E ·o.m.ple. N othing 
will do bis effectually bu.t th.e fi'eqa nting of good Company, 
aod the P opl cl,u bo-n tO?t whet'ev r He goes. I confess that I 
have thia at heart to a degree of weakness, and whoever has 
lived in the world as long as I have, which is very near four 
score yeftrs, have found themselves shocked by the ill breeding 
of many of their acqnftintance. .Adieu, Sr, You have in yonr 
Hands what I hold the most precious and valuable to me, and 
I am convinced It cou'd not be in better. 

'I arn, with the greatest truth and esteem, Sr, 
' Your most obedient Humble Servt, 

'CHESTERFIELD.' 1 

The Earl died March 24, 1773, and Deyverdun's pupil 
succeeded, as announced in the following letter from Sir Charles 
Thompson, one of the executors, to George Deyverdun : 

'Old Boncl Street : March 25, 1773. 

'Sm, -I think it my <lut.y to announce to you the death of 
My lord Chesterfield; and to inform you that, having found 
from his Will that he had thought well to confide to the Earl 
of Huntingdon and to me the general care of the education of 
Monsieur Stanhope, now Earl of Chesterfield, I shall have 
occasion to write to you again as soon as I receive the reply of 
Mylord Huntingdon, or perhaps sooner if there sh ould be 
found among the papers of the late Lord his Inst thoughts npon 
your conduct and that of Mylord, to whom I am writing 
to-clay.' 2 

'l'he new Lord Chesterfield's career afterwards justified his 
prec1ecessor's high opinion of Deyverc1un's useful influence. 
Dorn in 17GG, the fifth Earl of Chesterfielc1 married first in 1777 

1 From the unpublished collections of Mme. Constantin Grenier, discovered 
by the author iu L a, Grotte . 

2 In Frmch. From the nnpuhlish P.d collections of Mme. Constantin Grenier, 
discovcrecl by th e author in fot Grotte. 
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Anne, daughter of the Hev. Thomas T hisblethwn.i_t , D .D. ; and 
secondly in 1709 H emietta, third daughter of Thomas, first 
Marquess of Bath. H e became MastE r of fl.he Horse u.nd was 
Knight of the Garter. His eldest son, born m 180 , succeedeu 
as sixth Earl August 29, 1815. . 

Almost at the same moment, April 1773, Mons1eul' S. Day­
rolles writes confidentially from London, to ' Mo?"sieur: D yv~dtin, 
chez Mylord Chesterfield, a, Leipsig,' concernmg his pupil and 
the death of the late Lord ChesterJ:iek1 : . 

''l'he last letter which you did 111e the honour to write to me 
is dated March 15. It reached me only three .days a~ter the 
death of Mylord Chesterfield. I could ha.v~ reph~d earli~r, b~t 
I waited until we were informed of the declSlon ;vhich your pupil 
would take on learning this news, especially as it was feared that 
he might be inclined to come at once to England ; and, as I have 
only just returned to London from a short visit to the.connt!·y, 
it was not until last night that I leamed he had no mtent10n 
yet of leaving Leipsic. 

'As the executors hacl seen the letter which you address:.a 
to the late Lord Chesterfield, I have thought that I ough.t, m 

r Own as well as in your pupil's interests, to commnmcate 
you . . f. b . 
to them this one whieh y0n wrote with the mtention o its erng 

by the late Lol'd. This was nee ssa,.y in order tliai; th y 
seen . · 1_: h 

'ght be informed of the disagr eable situation in ww.c you 
nn j Th ' are placed with regard to 11. de CTrotho.usen. · 1s o 11-

nection was displeasing t his uncle M ylord St unhope ; n.nc1 t he 
Chevalier Thompson thinks with me tJ111.t the only mea~s .of 
breaking it off would be by removing your pupil from Leipsw, 
and nothing could be better than his return to England for a 

fow weeks. . 
'Mr. Stanhope, and Sir George Saville, on~ of his tutors 

unc1er the will of his father, wonl<1 not oppose tl11s pbn, except 
perhaps from the fear that oncl'. here. it might ~Je difficult to send 
him back to the Continent. _ 11 this connect10n Mr. Stanhope, 

l spoke to me about it b st night, told me that he would be 
WW . 'rh } delighted if you would write to the Chevalier o~pson am 
inform him of everything regarding his (Mr. Stan?ope s) nephew, 
with the reque8t that he wonld communicate it to the other 

ec11tors. and that von might write this on a separate sheet of ex , , J 
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paper enclosed in your letter, for we are persuaded that the 
Chevalier 'l'hompson will not abuse your confidence. 

' Lord Chesterfield's death has been an irreparable loss to 
me, but what adds to my grief is the wrong done to his reputa­
tion by a vVill w~1ich seen:s to liave been ealculnted expressly for 
the purpose of discontentmg all those interested in it with the 
almo~t si~gle e~ception of myself. H e has left me, as a proof 
of ~is fnei:ds.hip,, £100 for the purchase of a ring-a very 
partwular d1stmct10n, as I am the only one to whom he has left 
anything outside of his relatives, his servants or his execu­
tors ... .' 1 

Judge Victor de Sans:>nre writes in French from Lausanne 
to George Deyverdnn at Leipsic, June 11, 1773, and therein 
warns him against his imaginative and impulsive nature: 

'I learn from Mlle. D. that you are alive and enraged against 
everybody because no one writes to you. I do not know how 
this may be, but the girl wrote you at least four letters without 
receiving a reply. Mlle. de C. wrote one, to which it is true 
you do well not to reply; and I, tlie most indolent being and 
the least ready of penmen, I wrote twice this winter without 
being able to get a single word from you. . . . I informed 
you in my bst that Mme. de Bochat was very anxious about 
you, especially Biuce the death of l\fylord Chestel'field. 

' I sent you the account of your affairs for wliich you asked. 
I informed you of their state and especially of your vines, which 
I h pe you will 6m1 Rt11'prisingly prosperous. I took the liberty 
of addressing to yot1 some litt,!e exhortations, recommending 
economy and e:xactit~de ; but I see that what you need is a 
cont nted mind. lfortune does everything for you and you will 
do nothing for her. You murmur, so Mlle. D. told me. And 
at what, I pr~y you? Because you are not in the exact position 
you would wrnh to occupy! And who is, I pray you ? You 
would not be six months in that which your imagination repre­
sents to yon a8 so pleasing, when perhaps yon would re<"ret that 
which you had just left. Beware of an imagination wl~ich runs 
too fast; beware of yourself, of your heart, of your humour, and 

' .In French. From the unpublished rtl(Lnt1script aolleoilom of M. Lonis 
~rcmer. 1\!I. ~·. D11yr?J~es belongecl to the fu111ily ot M:. Jacques de 'l'eissonitlre 
d Ayr~!les , Il l'ltrnh Mm 1ster to the Uun etl Provinces in J,729, uncle of Mme. 
<le Loys de Eoch11t 11nc1 gl'!lnd-uncle oI George Deyl'er<l1u'J. 

1J 1J?. 
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of an enthusiasm which, I confess, can give rise to noble actions, 
but also to follies. 

'Your health is poor, you say. My dear friend, I sympa­
thise with you extremely; it is a real evil. . . . Lausanne is 
full of princesses, of nobility, of French ladies, who have come 
upon us like hail. Write, I conjure you, to Mme. de Bochat, 
who is alarmed, anxious, anJ murmurs, but who loves 

'I you. . . . . . . 
M. de Watteville, afterward Bernese Da1liff at V evey, writes 

from Berlin to George Deyverdun at Leipsic, April 3, 1773 : 
'I have arrived here, my dear Friend, without accident; my 

stay at PotsLlam only lasted a "'.eek, an<.l <luring .that time I 
amused myself greatly. The Prmce was very gracious towards 
me. On arriving here I paid a few visit , anu now am f8ted 
every day ancl amuse myself royally, in company, s.t the 
play, or in the park watching the nrnnoouvres. Boa.ton salutes 
you.' 

He supped with M. de Zimeclorf, anc1 heard that Ec(k), 'our 
prophet,' lrncl been deposed from his professorial chair at Leipsic. 

' How are yonr domestic affo.irs progressing ? Your present 
cornlition troubles me exceedingly, and to-clay more than ever, 
since Mylord [Chesterfiek1] must be on his deathbed. But, my 
dear FrienJ and goocl Deyverdun, if ever you are obliged to 
leave Stanhope and return home, do not forget a friend who is 
to-day am using himself at Berlin ; come and join him in this 
capital am1 uelieve that you canno~ give him ~rea~r plea.sure ~r 
mark of friendship than by occupymg a seat m his carnage m 
a journey to Paris. Mlle. Schmeling has entirely recovered. 
She sa11g before the Queen the day before yesterday. She leaves 
n.t En.ster for 8t. Petersburg, n.lthough the King offered her 
eight thommm1 crowns; she wants ten, anc1 for less she will not 
remain in Prussia. . .. I co11e!UL1e, praying you to salute Mr. 
Stanhope and M. lfo Grothausen.' 2 

With the preceding letter was one of the same <late from 
IIL de Bon.ton to Deyverdun, thanking him for sending a piece 
of poet1·y entitlecl 'Le 'l'ableau de Bougi,' of which Deyverchm 

• In French. From the unpublished collections discovered by the author in 
La Grotte. . . · G. · . 

2 In French. From the unpublished collect10ns of Mme. Constn.ntm rnmer, 
discovered by the m1thor in Lit Grotto. 
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~n.s the author. He will take the liberty of having it published 
m a sheet of 111. de Francheville. He also thanks Deyverdun 

He had written a short time for the works on freenrnsonry. 
before to ' our friend Grand.' 1 

M. de Wn.ttevW.e, eluting from Berne, addresses his letter, 
N v mber 6, 1774, lll the following quaint style: ''l'o Georcre 
D yveruan, Els11., ab Ml'. Gibbons, Bentink Street Oxfort Stre:t 
Westminster, London ' : ' ' 

'My dear Friend,-Here you are then in yom· tl ar London! : 
From what I ~rnve just learned tlu·otigh out· fr:i nu Bugni.on, 1 

y~ur Mylord ~1Shes to become a memo l' f pm'litiment. I wish 
him success with all ~y heart, and you also, provided it procures 
us the pleasure of seerng you again in Switzerland soon .... I 
~ope that your journey was a goocl one, and that you arrived in 
tune to cast your vo1.e in favour of your dear friend Wilkes as 
Lord Mayor. Iliy brother left for Paris three weeks ago, and 
I accom~~nied him as far a.s Besan9011, a town I haLl never 
Lefore vis.1ted.' His friends ' worry him to death' to marry a 
young heiress, but as she is not pretty he does not wish it. ' Do 
not ~'orget, I pray yon,. to bring me back four English prints, 
and if. yo~ can convemently carry an English round black hat 
you will give me great pleasure.' 2 

George Deyverclun, writing to his aunt, Mme. de Bochat, at 
Lausanne, January G, 1774, assnres her of his affection It · 
b 'b'l' ' is y sensi i ity for her that he has not communicated to her the 
unpleasant news of the position in which he bas heen. He con­
fesses that order and economy are not amonrr his qualities but 
these defects will diminish with age. He h;s done some little 
honour to his country and his friends, and hns always lived as a 
gentleman. 'Without doubt, I love the pleasures of society 
but I have sometimes proved that I could do without them'. 
When one is successful in society, it is quite natural to like it. 
Do you also not like it, Madame ? ... The letter which you 
~ave had the kindness to send to me was from Gibbon-a charm­
rng letter in which he invites me to join him this smnmer .... 
l hope, my clear aunt, that this rigorous weather will not have 

i . ' In French. From th.c unpublished collections of Mme. Cunstantin Grcnic. 
c 1Scovered by tlio author m La Grutte 1• 

" Ibiil. , 
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an evil inOu nee upon yot11' health. 'l'he year has commenced 
tr11gically nt J..11i.nsanne with the rotastrophe which has happened 

t y ung R osset.' 1 
. , 

l:l'ofessor Michel H uber (1727-lSM), a German littcrntew· 
who liv a for some time at P 1.wis, writes from Leipsic to George 

D yverdlln, Il1ebruary 6, 1774· : 
• . . . Knowing that you are completely sepamted from 

M vlord Chesterfield, I think it would be prudent '!°r me . to 
gi~e up all hope of ev r possessing the fam us engra.vrngs which 
he pr mis d me r pea.tedly , a.nd whid1 Ithoughttohave .... I 
am awaiting impatien tly the work from your pen which y~u 
ann.ouuce. F rom my knowl tlge of your character I am afrni.L1 
thut l shall be compell d to i· fnte the dangerous paraunxes it 
is sur . to cont ain. 'fhe pl'oxim [ty of the old sinner of Femey 
has aga.in spoiled you; for your own salvation ~~u ought always 
to frequ nt 1.1 pl a,s pious as ourselves. Our fnends luwe pro­
a nc u nothing new, xcept 'lodius, who has composed some 
Latin verses in praise of ow· :M.ecmnas, Prince. Jabl?nowsky. 
Engel has t;aken it into his hem1 to ~at?h the Jau~d1ce .... 

our story [ coucerning yonng U.osset] is mJeed tragic, but un­
fm·tunately it is not uew. It appeiws thn,t the people of your 
counb:y get rapidly to work and are hot-htmd.ed. ~f I regret 
tli e yonng man wh has followed too. clo8ely the m1pulse of 
imttll' , I onunot help pityiug the relatives who me to.o 1.nnch 
att.'Wheu to hmnan instit utions. .According to your prm01ples, 
wlii h smack aomewho.t of the stak , you ougbt to blame the 
poor relativ s wjthout r stri~tion. My fr.i nd, let us not kill 

ncse1ves so easily; do not listen to pass10n alone, but pay a 
li tie attention to reason, n.nd us a bst resomce let us read the 
''l'ruite t1n Suicic1e' of our mutual frielJ(l, M. Dnmas.' 

2 
M. 

Blondin, his wife a,ncl son, salute him temforly. 'Nothi1.1g uew 
here this morning except tlrnt a young lruly of our a.cquamtauce 
threw herself into the river am1 was L1rowncd. But with you 

• . '3 these tlnngs cause no seusat10u. 

1 From the unpublished collections c1iscovcrcc1 by.the rtuth?rJn Lrt Grotte: 
2 Jean Dumas of L oipHie, a Protcst rmt )JrtRtor, ,_,f l'runch ongrn, who c11cd Ill 

17\l~J. 'l'he T"i'<t.it,~ 1l·n S·nici<lt: wa8 written Lo rciuto rt p11d of the N(lnvdlc 

1r.:1"·f,r. · I C t t• · G . r ' In French. Frnm the unpubli8hcc1 coll~ct10ns of t> rne . unG rtn m renrn • 
discovereJ by the author in La. Grotto. 
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Lord Chesterfield writes from Hanan August 20, 1775, to 
George Deyverd.un (paste resfonte, Gottingen), who, having 
left Lo~cl Chesterfield, had taken under his charge Brodrick 
Lord M1t1leton and Mr. Alexander Hume: 

'On arrivi~g. at Frankfort the other evening, I had the 
pleasure of receivmg two of your letters, ,my dear Deyverdnn. I 
was sorry to learn that I shall not have the pleasure of embrac­
ing you, as it is impo.ssible for me to pass through Leipsic. My 
l'Onte runs by Manheim, Carlsruhe, Strasburg and Munich. If 
you will write to me I shall fincl your letter if adclressecl to the 
poste res~ante, Munich.. Up to the present we have had a very 
pleasant JOUrney, spendmg fifteen most agreeable clays at Spa. 
We are now beginning our round of the courts here where I . ' 
arnvec1 yesterday, proposing to pass four or five clays. We 
agre~ pre~ty well. St. Germain is rather sharp-tempered. At 
first it grieved me, but now I am accustomed to it, and it does 
not worry me. My cousin is a charming travelling companion; 
always gay, and always wishing to be in company, so that I do 
not doubt we three will make an agreeable tour. . .. It is saic1 
that your Bear 1 is very silent; he did not give much satisfac­
tion at Frankfort; on the contrary, he is never mentioned except 
to be bughed at, and this causes me pain on your account. I 
have said all the good things I could, and attributed his silence 
to his small knowledge of the French language and to the fear 
of exposing himself by speaking in a language with which he 
was not thoroughly acquainted. I believe, however, that you 
will make something of him. 

'I suppose that you suffer from ennni at Giittingen. I know 
your character so well that I pity you most sincerely. Tell me 
in your next letter if you have any news of Polier. He is a 
very nice fellow and I take a deep interest in his future. I hope 
he is satisfied with his Irish situation, and has no love affair in 
his heacl. 

'You will say that my letters are not only long but prolix. 
By the way, when you write you always forget the top of the 
p<tge. Insten,cl of leaving it blank I pray you to fill it at least 
with the scandal of Gottingcm. 

1 D1·odriek, Lord illil1leton , 
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'Grothaus( en), St. Germain ancl the little one send you a 
tltousand compliments. Do not forget me to Mr. Hume, and 

Lelieve urn always 
' Yon r faithful Friem1, 

' OnESTEJWIELD.' 1 

From LeipRic, where he had become one of the founders of 
the :French Academy estaLlishecl in that city, Deyverdun pro­
ceeded to Gottingen, remaining some fifteen months. After­
wards at I1ausannfl he rea(l a paper on the latter University 
before the Snmedi or the Mercredi-societies which assemLlecl nt 
the house of Mme. de Olrnrriiire de Bavois. 

He says that he only knew of one professor who received 
yonng people at hi8 table-NL G-eorlr s Louis Do~rn1N [17 ~G-
17D7], the famous profeRsor of law brothe1• of amuel, privy 
councillor of Frederick II., ancl himself o. famous jurist. They 
had iuherited their tastes aucl talents fr m their father, Juste 
Henning Boehmer. Of coursR, as a general principle,. a talJle 
frequented in this way is dearer than others, ~he fac~ berng that 
al; the best one consumes as poor food aud drmk as is to be had 
at (}i)tt,ingen. As for the lodgings, tlwy can be found in the 
houses of the professors. M. Boehmer has fine apartments, but 
very clear. He cont inues : 'We lodged with two friends in .the 
house of M. Agred, professor of la,w, am1 we gave twenty ·vw·ux 
f.uru'.N a year for three rooms wit.h a small cabinet on the second 
ilonr and a servant's room on the third. If one wishes to be 
wc.,Jl 'plnceLl aml Lreathe good air, h.e shoulcl seek to find roo~ns 
in wlmt it:i called the Allee, wliich is a promenade planted with 
t.eee" on both sides, and garnished with handsome houses where 
various professors live, and which is greatly frequented by the 
I~ngfoih, who are supposed to have more to pay with than othe1· 
people. Besides these, there is in the smne place the hous0 of 
the camlet-maker Gret/\el, who has a charming wife. He is very 
ugly and brnLnJ, and very jealous of his wif , anti frowns upon 
any attentions paid t o her. Mr. Murray , tbd botaniool 1 r<.>r, s r, 
whose wife is the claugbter of the colelirated Li_nnmns, has a.ls 
a house very well known. Hi,; nvo.ric is stronger tlmn his 
jt·alousy, and allows him to receive studeuts. All the lessons 

1 In French. l?rom the unpu\Jlishcd collectionc ol 111. Louis Grenier. 
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callecl Cullegin privfifn nre in German; those who Jo not under­
stand tliis language are o1Jligec1 to learn it, or else take up the 
'Colleges privatissimes,' in Latin, even in French and English if 
necessary. These lessons are very dear, and the professors 
thereof are so besieged by pupils that they do not trouble about 
them. In such cases one has recourse to the 'Magistri legentes,' 
who give the lessons at a lower price, and often quite as well. 
M. Heyne, the celebrated professor in Greek and the librarian, 
asks me twenty v·ieirn; louis for a 'privatissime' of three months 
upon Greek authors. This price varies infinitely, as when there 
are several students the sum is divided between them. For 
history there are many able men. The most sought after and 
the one who merits the highest encomium is a M. Schlo/\Or, 
who has a peculiar talent for teaching, and an attractive way of 
speaking. He delivers lectures on history and politics, ancl of 
all the professors that I have heard in the universitiL1s of 
Germany he is the one who has given me the greatest pleasure. 
Jle would certainly give 'privati~simes' in Latin or French. 
He is very fond of foreigners, and especially of the Swiss. I do 
not know who replaces M. Achemvale, the famous author, in 
Germany, but the course of lectures which he gave and which 
his successor will read, related to the present state of the dif­
ferent powers of Europe, and they are most interesting and 
instructive. In physics we have M. Hollmann; in fine arts, 1\L 
Die/le, who will give 'privatissimes'; in mathematics, Kustner, ancl 
a number of others; in logic and metaphysics one has abundance; 
in law there is a large choice, for one finds here the ablest men 
of Germany. For the matter of that, when one is on the 
spot one can more readily be informed, as much may have 
changed since yesterday. As for pleasure, there iti sca rctily any. 
'l'h: ai.nusements in which the students indulge, such as horses, 
slc>1ghmg, or play, are dangerous and expensive. 'l'here are 
many llemi-?nund1iines, but scarcely any virtuou8 wotueu ; and 
nine hundred or a thousand young men who J1ave jmit picked 
their way out of the shell of innocence go on at a great rate. 
Very few of the profosso l's' wives nre vi8ibk1, eith er fro m jealousy 
or other r0asons. One Hees others on Sumlavs in their Htrict 
and ceremonious rrnsern blies, which are infini Lely weariRomo. 
Clothing is very c1car ; the less one Luys the better. 'l'lic people 
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who sell are all more or less thiev s if one b11ys on credit.. 'I'he 
r i Hng school is good nnd tolerably cheap. In ge~eml, I c~n­
sitler thaii a young man with his govemor who w1sl1es to liv 
h uoumbly at Gotting n , ought t-0 La.ve from four to five hundred 
piec s a year. 'rhe libra1-y at Go~gen is the largest and be~t 
composed in Q ennany n.nd perhaps in Europe. One finds he1 e 
all the books that 1"\.re required, in all lunguag s and on a.ll su.l-,.. 
j ects. 1 ach student has he right to carry ~ome volumes ~or 
use when he hn-s been r commended by a professor, and pernus­
sion is alwn.ys granted by t he auth r i ties to those whom th Y 
know.' 1 

8ir Abi·ahn,m H ume writes from W ormley bury to Deyverdlln 
at Leipsic (at Professor M. Huber s), ,Ta.num·y 17, 1776, u. c~n­
fidentfo.l letter conue1·ning his brother Alexand l'. Ile asks hun 

sound his p11 pil as to his feelings towards th youn~eat 
daughter of Colonel Ege;rton, and gives the latest news from 
.America, whore affairs are going from bad t-0 worse.2 

Lord dh ste1ofield writes to George eyv rdun, from La 
R etraite, April 18, 1776: 

'How goes the got1t with good comp~re . yv rdun? I 
picture hin1 to myself stretch on a sof~1 reading . Milton, and 
with one foot swat11eu in flannel. S n ously, I foa,r ~nt you 
nre ill and oo.nnot go out, otherwise you would have v1s1ted the 
boot of Rat?.Jwitz. Ke p yourself well indoors, and do n~t go 
out daring this damp weat her. Oom1c~or D a~ese, who d1d us 
tl1e pleasure of' coming to waken us this mormng, l'ecommen~s 
blankets and o. microscope. If you come out to-morrow, yon will 
go to the Opero., aud iu that case I send yon o. ticket.' 8 

' In French. From the unpuhlishecl collec~ions ?f !\I. Louis Grenier. . . 
2 In Fi·eneh. From th e unpuLlishccl collections chscoverecl by the author ill 

L a. ~i~~~1ebra.blllll Hume, Dnrt., F.Il.S. , F.8,A., of . Wor~leybury'. ~Ie1: ts, eld:s ~ 
son of Abt•tdllllll Home, Illsq. (created Ji.rat baronet.ml 7ti9),_ conumssar.y-gen~rn 
! th my o.ml gma1lson ol 11ubed Hllme, ma,rr1cc1 Amelia, chughtcr o~ R1gl1t 
~ov 

0

J~lm E orlon Jliahop o! Durham, 1md had two daughters, ~meha, w 1~ 
mmrled Ohnr~es L~rd Fnmbotough, and Em.Hy Sophia, who marned the Eu.r 

ot Brownlow. · f St OJ 
0 

Kent born His yom:iget· brother, A.lexandtn', R we11lth)'. s9un:e o · ,O:e, c · ok the 
abou L 17158, llllll'ri(l(l Frances, clnu~hter ?f W~inm Eve

1

lyn, E~q., nn(l to 
Daine A.Dd ll.rms or Evely11. She (ll d w1Lhout ISSllO 181lol.. • 

Sir Abrnbnm ilied in HlSS, when. Lhe bnronetcy becia.me cxtmot. 
'.l'he llu:me a!'ms w01·0: Vert, o. lton rllIDl)~llt O.tf!out. . . . r 
• l n I~reuch . From Lhc unpublished collaotio)tB or Mme. Oonijta.ntm Giel)ie • 

discovaretl by ti.J alt~hui· in Lo. Grotto. 
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George Deyvcniun interested himself in collections of 
minerals, and M. Hoqnes de l\faumont, Professor Hoyal, at 
Zelle, offers to Sir Abraham Hume his minerals from the Hartz 
Mountains. 

l\f. P. F. Seidel writes from W eimar to George Deyverdun, 
Jan. 4, 1776, with r egard to the latter's proposed translation of 
}Verthe1·.

1 
We shall see by a later letter that Deyverdun did, 

in tliis case, carry his proj ect into execution. 

Monsieur D. Chodowiecki (1726-1801), celebrated as a 
painter and engraver, and as the author of many of the illus­
tmtions in the work of L:water, writes from Berlin to Deyverdun 
at Leipsic, March 16, 1776, asking for more time to deliver the 
two engravings which had been ordered of him. 

'As to where yon Hhould place your engravings, I think they 
woulL1 be better after the title-page than at the beginning of the 
book. It seems to me that when they are at the beginning of 
a work the title-page should be ornamented. . . . I do not 
think that yonr WadJw,· will be completed by the time your 
engravings will leave. If you are agreeable I will also keep 
back Le Oal1inct d'nn Pciiilre and the little 'J.'Gtes cle 
La·unte·r . ... ' 2 

A week later he sends the engravings and a few proofs for 
his friends. ' Werther is not yet finished; Berger has jmit 
brought the first proof to me for correction, and it will not be 
the last. I shall be delighted to hear that you are as pleased 
with the engravings as you were with the drawings. You will 
see, Sir, that I have 1rnc1 to place Werther's bed further back. 
I have dadrnned the room hy means of a roller-blind which I 
imagine to Le almost entirely lowered. I have also placed the 
second pistol on the desk, and I think that both will be recog­
nisable. In the other room Lotte is represented cutt.ing brend. 
I think tliat Lotte's face has gained in the engraving. 'l'he 
price of the two engravings is forty thalers. I hope that your 
printer will receive them in time to complet e his work before 
the fair. In any caHe he could have begun it, having the 

. 'J size .... 

Sir Allraliam Hume, Hill Str<~et, London, writes to Dey­
' In Gcmrn,n. Prom the nnpublir;lwd coll ections of M. Louis Grcnfor. 
, In French. Prom tlic un11ublislwd colfoctious discovered by thLJ author iln La Gro ttc . 
' I bfrl. 
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verdun, April 27, 177G, an interesting letter, from its allusions 
to Gibbon and the 'Decline and ]i'all,' and to social gossip : 

'I embmce this opportunity of sending you two copys of 
our friend Mr. Gibbon's book, with some English Prints of this 
am1 the last year, which I beg you will present with my best 
com1Jliments to Monsr le Professeur Huber, as I understfmd from 
you that they would not be unacceptable to him, and as I should 
be glad to show rl'ava.nce my obligation for the favor he intends 
me of sending me his book. 'l'he Dooks come from Mr. GiLuon 
for yon; I hl'.\d the ploosnre of seeing him two days ago, when I 
nct1uainteu him with the opporttmity which now offers of con­
v ying a parcell to eipzig. He communicateu to me your 
being now mployed in transln.ting his book into French; which 
I am glad he dill, as it will be the means of preventing its being 
d ne by another person, whose name I do not know, tho' at f~ll 
events you have the start ·of hnn. I am happy you are c,,1gageu 
in an undertaking which must give you so much rational e11ter­
tainrnent ; its merit has insured its success here, and I think I 
may venture to say it will lose little by the translation. I hope 
you and my Brother continue well ; my best wishes attenu you 
both ; that he mo,y read our friend's work with attention awl 

rntention, is not the least of them. 
''l'he D' of Kingston's 'l'ryal is over, she no longer keeps 

that name, being proved to be wife of Lord Bristol. Engbnd 
is Purgatory to her at present ; she bas left it, and is now S ek­
ing a refuge from herself whei· miller ulimes, and the llLOl'O 

indulgent laws of St. Peter's succ ·sors, win preserve her health 
and her conscience whole for a few y tLrS long r-secl coelum non 
animmn mutant qni trans mar CLtrrunt. I hope the I rints will 

please. I expect a letter chily .' 1 

The following unsigned letter from George Deyverclun's 
banker in London, Monsieur Louis 'l'eissier, to him at l~au­
sanne, Angm;t 27, 1770, is interesting from its rl'forences to 
America and the employment of IIes1>ian troops by the British 

government: 
'I will not talk ahont pofoics, as I suppose you are inform0l1 

by the newspapers tlrnt up to the present our operntions in 

' In English. Frnm the unpubli8hucl collections of Mme. Cunstantiu 
Granier, cliocuvcrecl by the author in I 1a Grotte, 

, 
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Amer~ca have not beon very fovourn.ble. We have there, how­
ever, immense forces before which our chiefs flatter themselves 
the rebels ought not only to bend, but also surrender tbemselves 
bound wi~h their own chains. All this appears to me very 
problematical. 

'You know, my :1ear Friend, tho,t I have often tolc1 you that 
we could all of ~18, .111 every condition of life, be useful to one 
another, and I will mstruct you in wha~ way you might be able 
to. render me a notable service in which it is still possible you 
m~ght succeed. This is what I had thought of-you are in touch 
with al: the courts of Gei:many whic!1 furnished us with troops; 
t~rnse troops must be paic1, and thmr chiefs receive the money 
~~r?u'.Sh merchants here whom they appoint for the purpose. 
rms ~s wor.th a very handsome coinmission. When I tell you 
that if a smgle house could have all this in its own hands it 
w~uld be :vorth several thousands of pounds sterling a year, ~nJ 
without risk, I clo not exaggerate. 'I'he question is to receive 
tl~~ money from o~r .treasmy and send it to each prince or 
pr~ncelet to whom it is due, You were familiar with different 
pr111ces and princesses of Germany with whom you lived; could 
you not use your i~flnence to have me appointed their agent 
I:ere? . ~ll these t~rngs hardly ever come to a head unless a 
httle 011 is rubbed 111 the palm of the hand of the minister le 
fw1ori or lei frivorite of the Prince with whom the choice han~s. 
It would therefore be necessary for you to agree with him or hei· 
who assures this appointment, that he or she will receive annu­
ally a. quarter of the profits resulting from the operation; you, 
my fnend, another quarter; and I, the remaining two-quarters 
for my trouble in c:mducting the matter. See if anythi1w can 
he got out o~ this idea. 'rhe Hessio,ns are the best, but ~here 
are other prmces who should not be neglected. Pay attention 
to the fact that, I c1e:>ire the thing to be offered to me, that is to 
say, that I do m)t wish to expose myself to the risk of writin" 
u~less I am appointed. I have reasons for following such a liu~ 
of conduct.' 1 

Kenneth lforgnson, at Dro;.iJen, writing to Dl>-yverJun at 
Leipsic, Septe:mher 9'. 1_77G, ment·.ions Ernst a11c1 .Jm;t (n·fo:Ted 
to post, p. ~· 2G, liy vVill1am J\fortou Pitt), and at1t18 : 

. ' In French. From tl'.e unpublished collections of Mme. Constantin Grnni . 
d1seovel'ecl by the author m La Grotto. er, 
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' There is no Oomt here. 'l'he Elector is at his summm· 
Palace, and retm·ns lliter three weeks. The grund Review is 
to be o.t Prague the 13. Every body is posting there, and we 
mean to 1 ost it with th r st. The AmbassaJor tells us 'twould 
b pity to i1ebl et such an op1ortunity, and he goes himself, but 

incog .... 
' The J!'riendship which you bave shown me, pray continue; 

for my pa.rt I think myself happy in the opport,unity tlmt 
brougnt us tog ther. Messrs. Ogilvy of Preston p1·escnt their 
b st i·espects to you and 1\fr. Hume. Please remember us to 
Mr. and Mrs. Hub r , to the Count aml Mr. Dorrie.n. 'J'hcwe is 
h t'6 o, M:r . Stanh i: , ll sen. oHicer, of yonr acqn::1intancc, who 

pr poses soon po.yiog you a visit at Leipsic.' 
1 

OH APTER CXLI 

r 

:mvvmnnuN oawi d on a c r1· sponJence with his friend Christ.bu 
Au uste · ls

1 
the German po t and I->rofi ssor o.t Leipsic, the 

son of Christian ' lodius ( L694-l 77G), rector o.t Zwi.oln\u a.ntl 
A:nnaberg. Auguste, born at AnnabEll'g 1738, was int ncl . u 
for th church; but a. dangel'OUS illness kept hlm at home, 
w11ere he ma.de the acqu11Jinto.uce of the celebrated Ma,jor Kleist, 
who inspil'eu him with his entbusiasn1 for poetry. Upon n,rriv­
ing at L ipsio l a ins b o.me th friencl of G ellcrt :i,nd d(\votCLl 
birns lf nti1·ely to literatnre. He obtn,ined the chair of philo­
sophy in 17G41, of logic in 1778, and of p etry jn 1782. .At the 
time of bis d ath November 30> 1784, he was perpetnnl secre­
tmy of the Academy f L ipsic (known under the nnme of the 

" S oiete de Jablouows1.""1); and three yea.rs la.tar his wife, nvo 
,Tufomi F rederic enri tte ~oz 1, pnblished th1 continua.bi n of 
one of his w rks. Sh 0tlso publish a translo.tliou in profle of 
th -po ms of E lizo.b Lh arte1· and harlotte Smith, foll of vigour 
fUJU s usibility. Madmne Olod.ius died at Dresuen :March 3, 180G, 

aged 53.2 

• In English. Fnnn the unpublished collections of 111. Louis G1· nier. 
' C. A.. Olodius's EP"o.ncl uncle, J P,ll.II, a. Protestant theologio.11, born"' 1ti·1.5, (llecl 

June 14, l7SS, beingo.b tb!Lt tlmo the 'father' ot oJI th p11stora in the lcmtora.t~ 
of Sa.xe. His. works a.ro rem!'lrknule (l'otn the s inf!ul1.w1ty or th fl nbjoots wi h 
whicll they de:ll: •De gcnninn. et pi·opril'I siguitlcationa OIUll li, 11.d hlo.ttb. xi.x . 
24 ' wherein bo tliscnsscs bhe question wllethcr a 011-mel or n cable Is lntcndccl ; 
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?lodins writes to Deyverdun, July 1778: 
. . .. Up to this moment I am in· h 
mexactitnde ' 1 tl , hnor::mt, t anks to your 

' v ie Hn you hawi rerei v, 1 · 1 t · . 
quarto paO'E'S which I conf' 1 d t n t:,C my e t.e1· tlf fift.ef\n 

L d 
0 

H e o esnelle when . . , . · 
on on, and which was filled wit] :yon Wt.le m could 1 1 ane.cdotes of everythinO' that 

P. ease you. I should even be sorry if it wer~ 1 b ' 

Regardmg your separation from Mylord I . ost. . . . bee 't ' am sincerely so , . 
ause l upsets all my plans. Filled w'th tl 1 . ny, M 1 d a 1 

' ie l esHc of · 
y or an you, I imao·ined that l seemg 

Mylord would a o , you con d return here or that 
sen me one day a 1rnrse f d " to Genoa. 0 ucats 101' a voyage 

' So you are leaving for England Wh Lon~ou bring with you several E;o·lish e~ you return from 
1icnsion even more pleasant, although o it b l~~ ds to ~·enuer my 
now. At the same time on would eb~ns to e so even 
Academy h' h y resuscitate our Litf\rary 

' w w regrets you very rn h d . 
ceive a new i~npulse from your talent:;! ' an wlnch woulc1 re-

He ment10ns the Historical Institute £ . 
Jablonowski, with a capital of l ' ound.ed by Prmce 
only condition the Prince mak e ~ve1t1hthonsand crowns. 'l'he 

' es is at he ()1 cl' h 
named Perpetual Secretary. ' ' o ms, s all be 

'Ernesti, your intimate friend is in the 0 . t ap l t' · · . ' ons1s ory TI 
oca YP ic vis10naries tremble at this ne · . 

18 

learn with displeasure that th . ws, and the candidates 
. ' ey must m future be · 

with more Greek and L t' . 1 acquarnted 
:1 m in ore er to p 1 tl ~ 

The celebrated Ludwig is dead . 2 his son . reac.1 . ie Go~pel. 
tinguish himself in experimei~tal h si is begmnmg to. dis­
Arab, M. Reirr,3 is very ill or at lea~t y .cs~ . . . The emment 
distinguished himself in I)h' .1 lv dery eeble. · · . Platner 

l osop lY an surgery l " 11 
the footsteps of his father W . . . . . ' anc 10 ows in 
Dr M 11 b . ene IS contmumg his journal 
· · u er ecame my governor after 0 d · · · · 
friend ErLr nesti] does us the 1 o t .1 y ur eparture. Onr 

. , 1 nour o Jecome b 
Literary Society, and works with success En me.t1~. er of ~he 
, . . . · · · · rnes i rn workmg 

De tmssat10ne Dei et voRsit:itione horn· · , .. 
:incl the reasons of the use o[ the Rceonc1

11118
: wh~rem he .searches for the ori in 

Ill pm_Yers, while diplomatic protocols pern~;l R!l1lgnJ:u ~n aclclrnRsing tJJC n!ty 
sov~re1gns. · use i e P ural m speaking of mortal 

One of Professor Michel HnlJcr's lctt , . DteJyv~rcl~m, the greatly rcnownet1 fournl~r of t~rn ~~ acllclrnssccl to ' ~.fonsicnr 
a .~c1ps1c.: 10 rcnc 1 Academy cstablishcil 

· He cl1ell July 5, 1778. , He cliecl a few wc.,]rn later. 
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. . . . . will promise yon an accomplished 
at lns d1t10n of Otoe1 o. ~ . ·a of distinction who have 

. A oug the LOt ign t 
pi· due ion. m I a.d . ·ell Diderot. His conversa-
pnssecl lately thr ugh here ts 

0111

1 nnted us. The matter was 
. . h of our s1.wan enc i .. . h h 

t10n w1t so:me . . tl Liberty of Man, w hie e . . b . a discoss10n on ie 
mterestmg, emg . h a still more eloquence. A 
grappled with much P'."-108;i Yan. distinguished for his pro­
certain Abbe Georgettl , of 0h1:1-

0
' ~ ..... ~ glJt Chodowiecki, r d . th nn 1110l'UJ-U. •••• 

found erudition. I ive wi L . . He ha.s J. ust brought out 
. t £ w days at e1pR1C. 

of Berhn, spen a e . , drnirable copper-plate engr:w-
a little alrnanach, with some a 

ings. . · · f . t gn,llery and a rich ixitron of 
'Richter, the owner o a pie ure L • 1 w with a hundred 

. 1' 1 c1 leav s a poor Wll o 
artists, has Just l lCl, an 1•t to marry. Winkler increases 
thous:tnd crowns that you oug 1 

his collection every day: R b, dt writes in the catalogue: . . l with a em rnn , . 
' Diderot, lll ove . l . t ust be looked for at Pans 

If a certain Rembrandt is sto en, 1 m 

chez Diderot. . . . father-in-law has greatly afflicted me. I 
' The death of my h d' d too soon for himself and 

have lost an excellent i:mn, w lo . iemerse myself in my books; 
W 11 patience. im f 

for us .. · · e , a I fi d relief in the embraces o · . d prose an in 
I write m verse an . : d 1. ht My son becomes more 

·1 hicb is m.y e ig · 
a cherish d farru Y w wife aaores me. I am a philosopher ; 
a.mia.ble every day ; my p "' ""' you•'S • . h . s l' -servo ..... ' . 
fri ndship 18 my °'?Pm<:8 l t tel' f M. S ge, M. de Van:l rb\\ch, 

e also speaks m tlus B the painter and engi·aver, the 
tl ulptor M lmer .~ 

M. ser 1 sc ' · t,_ . of the Grand Duchess 01 . f G c gua the mo ,l)er Pnrrce o onz:J. ' S l . 11ud 'r hunemo.m1, 
. , of the celebrated professors em t Russia, ann 1 

1 . 't c1 for several days. th 
whom 16 Vlf:ll e .' J t d b'·1t evidently b longs to e 

d l tt · 1s also unc1:J. e ' L ' 

A ::;econ e er . d th this letters have gone l\Stray. 
autumn of 1778. h R: ~,;~:i.th ; 10 and sflys that he is going 
' A. remen mere llJ1 h d 1 . rr1y l('tters . he leaves, and - . I . ait nm , , 
aireotly to La,psann -. his lans and TOUte, and makes ~116 
while on th roa cb1111~esback i;y papers five months bter, with 
desp rate wh .h senc s f. : This is the true account, 

hi h makes rne unous. . . 
o. cool ex:cuse W C ~ h' 1 I ·iin as sorry as for t11e f dv ntrtJ' ror w lC l ', • , . 

yverduu, o a1~ ~be un1lublishccl collcctiono or M. J,ouis Grenier. 
1 In Ii'reuch. "''on\ 
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loss or delay of a. lett r wbicb I sent by M. Besoelle. lD any 
Caf.;e, you have not replied 1iO be twelve 01' Sixteen '{>ti.g S of 
anecdotes that sent you.' pl' ss s D yverdun with questions 
concerning his approacW_ng visit to L ipsio, and ex11resses th 
joy he experienc s at the thought of soon meeting him. ' Dey­
v rdtm can u ver fo1·gM Olodius, and Clodius can never mistrust 
Deyverdun.' 1 

CHAP'l'Eil CXLII 

'fnE decease of our old friend Mme. de Bochat is alluded to 
in th following l tter from M: Anthony Bugnion at London to 
Geo1•g D yv rJun at Lausanne, April 1, 1778. Deyverdun 
himself appe::ws to have been at this time something of an 
invalic1, requiring a Bath chair. 

M. Bugnion is glad to hear that Deyverdun was with his 
aunt at the last moment. He urges him not to sell La Grotte. 

'As for the house, I hope that no consideration will induce 
you to po.rt with it. If my conch1siona a.re correct y u are uble 
to po.y a forge rent without depriving yourself by so do'incr of 
a.ny other luxury, and I b lieve th r is nothing sup d r in tl1 
decline of our years to the con:dorb of b rng well lodged.' Be­
sides, su1ce lie hims If has o. prop rty at Oucby, they will b 
n ighbom'S, and in order to in(foc Deyv · rdun to visit him, < I 
promise that I will g t a little Bo,hh chair in which you can be 
taken hom up the hill. I have often spoken to you of a small 
apo,i•lmlent that I ought to have in this house; btlt it is u w tl1 
occasion to tell you that it wa.s only a little pleaso.nt1-y on my 
part, o.nd that ahoulu never b ex.acting on that point. It is 
none the less t rne that if you think som.e do.y of letting fo'l' some 
other use that which is at pr sent the chamhre a vin, I would 
asl· to have th pl'efer nee. My sister has put inlio my b ad au 
iJ a which m11y perhaps be as agreeable to you as t.o me, na1:n ly, 
that in case you thought of closing this house dmi.ng your 
joum yin Itn.Jy, w migl t lJe allow <l to lla,v tl1e u of it in your 
abs nee, if h r pairs to my house u.t Ouchy are not fin:ishea.' 

• In French. From the unpublished collections of M. Louis Grenier. 
VOL. II. EE 
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A certain Enalish nobleman has been endeavouring to pro­
cure a pupil for him, but so far without success. He thinks of 
coming to Lausanne in the middle of May, ',if the French will 
be kind enough to let me cross over at Calais or Ostend. 
There is nothing more to be done at present, and I sh nill spend 
the year with the masons while you are making the acquaintance 
of Greek and Roman architecture.' 1 ' 

George Deyverdun agreed to let his house, La Grotte, to 
M. Bugnion during his Italian tour with Alexander Hume. 
Mme. W. de Ohandieu Villars was also desirous of renting La 
Grotte from July 1, 1779. She writes, December 21, 1778, 
from the house now occupied by M. Auguste Grenier, that the 
Burgomaster (Polier de St. Germo.in) has giv n her notice to 
quit in order that he may lodge M. and Mme. de Corcelle there. 
She knows that M. Bugnion is still in M. Deyverdun's house, 
but it is only while he is building llis own house at Ouchy, and 
while his wife is in England and his sister in the country.2 

'fhe two next letters give further proof of George Deyverdun's 
power of attaching persons of all ranks to him. 

Colonel de Saugy, Governor of the Duke of Brunswick, 
writes from Du Plan, near Moudon, to Deyverdun at Lausanne, 
June 16, 1778: 

'An opportunity which I had hardly foreseen furnishes me, 
my dear Sir, with that of recalling myself to your memory, and 
I seize it eagerly. 'l'he Prince of Gotha, always your true friend, 
h <ts just spent two da,ys under my humble roof on his return 
from ItnJy, where he has made his second tour. e passed one 
nio·ht at Lausanne, without imagining that you were t h re also, 

"' and he appeared very sorry when he learnt lnt r that you were 
in town at that moment. He especially r qu st u me to 1· -

member him to you, to express his thanks for the present of your 
excellent translation of W1.wthm-, which has given him the greatest 
pleasure, and his regrets at the convrnternps which d pl'ived 
him of the pleasure of having you at Totha at the moment when 
you would have been able to give u1 n, parb r your time . . .' 3 

Writing again, September 25, 1778, he regrets that he had 

In French. From the unpublished collections of Mme. Constantin Grenier, 
cliBcovcrell by the author in La Grotte. 

· n~ 'Th~ 
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n.ot the pleasure .of se~ing De.y-verdun before the latter's departure 
frnm Lausan~e, m. spite of hrn promise to give up a day to M. de 
Saugy and his ladies. He sends him letters of introduction to 
1.~me. d.e Wurembram, who can be ofthegreatestserviceduring 
his .rtahan tonr, and to M. de Reiffenstein, who is the foremost 
antiquary of Rome. If he had the time he would also send two 
1ettc; s for 1ilan-one for the Countess Visconti, nlJIJ Countess de 
Sass1, and the other for the Marclrioneas Andrioli 111.1fo Oountasi:i 
de Pressing, 'an old coquelite who lmows her Paris by hetwt. 

1 mn'3t ask you not to give my adclr ss to Mme. Anddoli , 
so that I may 11 t b overwh lrned with her letters.' At J\llilim 
he will also find Father Frisi, formerly a Barnabite monk. c At 
Naples, the Abbe Gallia.ni, author of the charming dialogues 

011 
the commerce of wheat m France, the wisest and most amiable 
mol't.a.l ~vho exists, wil l he a n1ost; desiro.ble aoquaintance ... .' 1 

l t' I ssor Haber writ s ngain to Deyverdan Jun 25 17'78 · 
'Bf' H I ' • itz, - ngel und I ouner I You will 11 t write to m , th ll? 

.Ali! you know that those who are n glig nt by unttll·e ar m n 
asdy anger d t,bcm ot,b rs when ·tbey tw . o gl cc cl' H sp aks 

o~ the great ~mb~rrassm :U~ in which D yv rdon has plac d him 
w1l!h hodow1 r ki co11ce1.·rung tl1e six poi•t.i•aits of' tlJe 1 in(l' of 
P1·11ssia and oLh r matt rs by 11ot wdting. 'Yonr travelJincr 
companion has soon b come spoiled. B. promised to write bL1~ 
hna not done so-so contagious is a b:id exnmpl . Som tim 
ago I sent to Mr. H nme that which you know of. ]; wr te to 
him wi~hout reproach a I tter of honest length, but n ver a reply 
from h.tm. But do you know what he has done? Inste 1' or 
~nswermg, he has. sent me six of the finest new English engrav­
mgs, three au bur m and three en mnni(wc nofre. H e has dono 
this probably to show that acts are of less trouble to him than. 
words. Moreover, having received the roll without a Jetter of 
advice, I am not quite sure from whom this present comes, and 
I shall return no thanks until the sender haR declared himself. 2 

The noble Lorcls and other Members of the Parliament of 
London would do well to imitate this example.' 

• 
1 

In French. From th: nnpublishea collections of Mme. Constantin Grenier 
d1scovcrea by th e author m La Grotto. ' 

2 
T hese nre ~vidently the cngrnvings mcntionec1 in Sir A. Hume's let ter to 

Deyvenlun, Apr1~ 2y, 1776 (ante, p. 111!), and only forwarded by th P l" tto t 
years later. Tl1 rn is another and a curious proof of his h abitual in tl;J1~1; 0:. wo 

P. E 2 
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H e sends the compliments of the Prince of Dessau, 'who 
lms been here with the Duke of Weimar, and who ~sked about 

Adi'eu · write or may the devil take me, I will no longer 
you. , ' ' 
be your 'HUBER. 

'I am also desired to say that your friend Grothaiusen. w~s 

h l t k He made the J. ourney from Hanove1· to Leipsic 
ere as wee . 

foot H e did not come to see me, although I heard that he 
ohnd ' 

1
. t to present to me from Mylord Chesterfield, 

a comp imen s . . . . 

h h Went to see last winter. His partisans be gm to thmk 
w om e h d •1 
that he is not exempt from a little lightness of the ea . 

M. Anthony Bugnion writes from Lausan~e, ~arch~' 1779, 
to Deyverdun, who is journeying in Italy with his p~pil ~ume 

d t 
· 'th the Marquis Belloni at Rome. It is evident 

an s aymg wi < 

that Deyverdun is beginning to feel the approaches of the 
disease which finally carried him off-apoplexy: 

'I had some hope, Sir, and dear Friend, that you would treat 
your concierge better than your old. corresponde~t, who ha~ had 
so much to complain of conceromg your epistolary lazmess. 
But I am on my third letter since your departure-one was 
sent to 'furiu fift~en days after you left Lausanne, and .the other 
to Florence at the end of two rnont~1s. I. have rec~~ved only 
one letter from Turin, and I was impatiently awaitrng Holy 
Week to write to yon at Home, where you would be su~·e to get 
my letter, as you would not fail t~ go there to receive yot~r 
share of the benediction urbi et m·bi. An_d then ! hea1 d 
from Naples thl1t you had suffered from vertigo, _which has 
still further increased our anxiety. . . . Dr. Vulhamo~, who 

h 
· t l ft me made me promise to a.dd to his compliments as JUS e , . . . 

the special injunction from the Faculty to ~bstam from. Italian 
wines with the exception of Orvieto, w~wh he. permits you 
to take from the description I gave of it to him. He also 

recommends you to beware of sunstrokes. . 
' Everything at your place is in as good a state as it . has 

been possible to preserve it.' He speaks of a few alter~t1ons 
and repairs that he has made to the two chimneys of the library 

1 In French. From the unpubliRhed collections of Mme. Constantin Grenier, 
discovered by the author in La Grotte. 
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and the cabinet de la iou?'. As for the exterior of La Grotte he 
bas improved upon Deyverdun's idea with re<rard to the arbour 
at the end of t~1e te7race, where he has planted some very fine 
yoke-elm, and m spite of severe frosts the green-house has not 
1mffered. 

As for his own house at Ouchy, he is proceeding with the I 
repairs. He has made a gallery, and the place for yvel'dun's 
?ipe is already marked out ; but he does not intend inhabiting 
it before the month of August, and this fo r several reasons he 
principal o~e being 'that you may £.nd your hollse op n if

1 

you 
come here m June or July, as you cou11ted upon doing at yom· 
departure. You will inform me iu your first lett Ar if you ai·e 
always.of the ~am~ opinion; and if you wish Mr. H i1me to stay 
here wi.tb yo~ it will perhaps be ;possible to al'l·ange the matt r . 
I am still a widower, but I have excellent news of my wife who 
will rejoin me towards the end of May. . . . ' 

' M. Bourgeois has married Mlle. Levade, to the great morti­
ficat.ion of his family, although plenty of time was given for 
the preparation. M. Polier de Battens has done the same wit.h 
~!le. de Loys, but to the lively satisfaction of both families ; 
his brother Charles leaves Lord 'fyrone to become the governor 
of the sons of the Dnke of Saxe-Gotha, with many honours. 
M. de Ohapelles has afflicted all his friends by allowiua himself 
to di~, and. bas been succee~ed in the cotmcillor s t:i sen.t by 
Oaptam Se1gneux. Your friend, M. le J 11 ge [Victor de 
Saussure ], has performed several good s rvic s this winter hy 
a speech in the Two Hundred, the eloqu nee and force of which 
captured all the votes on a very important wine question. 
Madame la Professeuse Rosset was buried on Sunday aml 
M 

. ' 
adame de Montagny-Vivian will shortly be confined. This is 

a~l the news of any moment. I was almost forgetting the 
divorce of M. and Mme. de Polnitz. M. de P. has not since 
then left Lady Piercy, who was the cause of it, and it is said 
that he will marry her. Still another item which will interest 
you more; M. Roell has at last sold bis country-seat by instal­
ments. T. has bought the house, the terrace, the gardens and 
the summer-house, for eight thousand louis. It cost twenty-five 
thousand. Other persons have taken the rest at equally low 
prices; but M. R. wished to get rid of it at any price. . . . 
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' The loss of Renern'! will render my gallery all the more 
interesting to you, and M. 1-toell will also liave .his pipe by Lhe 
side of yours. I saw him yesterday, and he charg d Fie with a 
thousand co.:npliments for you, as did a.lso M. de ha.bot, with 
whom I have been very neighbourly for tb last six w aka. In 
sending those of Madame Faure forgot to tell -you that sh · 
complains greatly of not receiving a reply to the letter which 
she addresrnd to you two months ago at Rome.' 

He continues that Mme. de Chandieu, who \visbe to rent 
La Grotte, has bought the house of M. de Mezery in the ?Mne. 

'M. Brandouin, whom we knew at London and who is now 
established at Vevey, has come to beg me to allow him to have 
those two coloured engravings of R me. I put him off until I 
can heo.r from you. He advises you to buy mnny of this kind ; 
he would take several if you had any to uispose of.' l 

M. Louis Teissier writes from London to George D yverdun 

at Lausanne, May 28, 1779: 
'I am sorry to hear that you and Mr. [Alexander J Hume 

have been ill, and I hope that this letter may find you per­
fectly restored to health ... . Do not stat·t from Lausann my 
good friend, to come here without the original Will of Mme. 
de Bochat, and all necessary doow11ent , so that you may· be 
able to transfer the funds to your own name p,nd. receiv the 

interest.' 2 

'rhese funds already attracted our attention in Mme. de 

Bochat's time. 
He writes a second time, June 15, 1779, that M. d'Apples 

('rirnot's nephew), who was recommenc1ec1 to him by Deyverdun, 
delivered a letter from the latter, dated May 2G; and h'3 repeats 
the advice of the preceding letter with regard to bringing the 
necessary documents to legalise his position as heir to Mme. de 

Bochat, his aunt.3 

And again, September 28, to say that he has received 
Deyverdun's letter of September 12, and that the bills which he 

' Jn French. From tbo unpublis)1ed c?llections _of M. Loui.s Grenier. ~ran.­
a ain w~s I\ distinga.it1hed 1ntl.st, \VhOSO pictures pltmied for Gibbon hung m La 
Grntte. Wo shall mnet with him l11tar. . . . 

• InFreuch. From_tho unpublished collections of Mme. Constantm Gremer, 
disooverca by I.be aubhor in LI\ Grotte. 

' Ibid. 

VAUD, BERNE, AND SAVOY 423 

and ~Ir. Hume have drawn upon him will be honoured. He is 
surprised that Deyverdun has not received his letters of May 28 
and June 15, and encloses copies. 'I observe that you do 
not count upon coming further than Ostend, where I address 
the present letter, under cover to MM. Romberg, begging 
them to render you any services and courtesy, if you are in 
need of such. You are wrong, my good friend not to come 
here first. This [London J climate is milder in wi~ter than that 
of Lausanne~ and .consequent!~ more suitable for re-establishing 
your health, m which I am particularly interested not less than in 
e~ery o~her ~atter which concerns you.' Once again he repeats 
his advice with regard to the affairs of Mme. de Bochat. I 

After a lapse of nearly seven months M. Teissier loses 
patience. He writes to Deyverdun at Lausanne April 18 
1780 : 'I ~m tired, my good friend, of writing to yo~ when yo~ 
~o not deign to show any signs of life, although I only 
importune you about your own affairs.' 2 

These letters illnstrate in the most striking manner the 
utter thou~htless, happy-go-lucky character of Deyverdun. He 
cares nothmg for the transfer of the funds of Mme. de Bochat 
to him, h~r he~r. He .is smoking his pipe, or taking a glass 
of good wme with a friend, or perhaps flirting with a pretty 
woman. Why should he bother himself? 

I found in La Grotte two undated copies of a 'Notice and 
Advertisement' concerning Deyverdun's younger brother, M. 
Jean Jules Deyverdun, who had been last heard of in India. 
Probably many others were drawn up for distribution; but all 
trace of the younger Deyverdun was lost. 

CHAPTER CXLIII 

UNDER date of June 4, 1779, Gibbon writes in French to 
' Monsieur Deyverdun, a Lausanne, dans le Canton de Berne 
en Suisse.' Of this letter, which has never been published, I 

1 In French. From the unpublished collections of Mme. Constantin 
Grenier, discovered by the author in La Grotte. 

• Ibid. 
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give a translation from the facsimile prepared for me by M. 
Buttner-Thierry: 

'Mutual affection can exist even in the absence of any 
correspondence. It is a maxim as beauti~ul as it is conve~ient. 
It has become wi~h me :i. trnth of sentiment and expenence, 
and at the end of twenty-five years you must not dream of 

disputing it with me. 
' On sufficiently vague indications furnished to me by the 

Chevalier Hume I address this letter to you at Lausanne. I 
make it very short for several rea.sons. As to th~ first, you 
have no difficulty in guessing it, and if I had been seized sooner 
with' ~ wise a resolution my indolence would not have opposeu 
invincible obstacles to our correspondence. My second reason 
is the uncertainty of your address. I would never pardon 
myself at having taken so serious a s~ep in ~ure loss. As .for 
my third reason, it is drawn from the immensit~ of th.e materials 
which have accumulated, meli1is de Oarthagine silere quam 

pMlCft llioere. . . 
' Yottr a.ffciirs cind mine : I believe that you rise and that I 

fall. 
' My travels : I have spent six months in_ Pa~is. 
' 'l'fw literary man cmul the Statesman. Let it suffice you to 

know that the decline of the Two Empires, the Roman and the 
British, aJvances with equal steps. I have contributed, how­
ever, much more effectively to the former. In the Senate I 
have always remained such as you left me, mn~mn pecils; ~ut 
in my dealings with the public I have a sufficiently talkative 

pen. . 
'Finally, my fourth reason is founded on the expectat10n of 

your approaching visit, which the Chevalier announc~s to m~ for 
the month of September. While half a sheet was bemg written 
we would talk folios. Let us therefore postpone to the moment 
of our meeting everything that we have mutually to tell each 
other. Why then did I not remain silent until that most 
happy moment? Do not think that I rely upon the feeb:e 
merit of a tardy repentance. I am snfficient1y hardened to sm 
to await you with a bold front and to make reproaches rather 
than excuses. But I wish to inform you with regard to your 
old lodging in Bentinck Street. It is awaiting you with 
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impatience, and in the name of the sentiments which time, nor 
absence, nor silence, can ever weaken, I exact your preference for 
it above all others, and your descending there without ceremony 
immediately on leaving the chaise. I am ignorant of your plans, 
but I suspect that after having granted the winter to England 
you will return in search of repose and happiness to that 
beautiful country which is their natural home. Let us anticipate 
nothing, but there are dreams of our youth which may perhaps 
be realised. Adieu. I shall count the months, the days, and 
the hours. Entirely yours, 

'E. GnmoN. 
•London, June 4, 1779. 

'If you have any difficulty in pardoning me, know that my 
wrongs are even greater towards Madame Necker, the Marquise 
de Genlis, the Vicomtesse de Cam bis, the Princesse de Beauveau, 
&c.' I 

On returning from Italy, Deyverdun had accompanied his 
pupil, Alexander Hume, as far as Ostend, thence retracing his 
steps to Lausanne. The subjoined letter of Sir Abraham Hume 
to him, October 1, 1779, contains another example of Deyverdun's 
excellent influence in forming character: 

'I have the satisfaction to acquaint you that my Brother 
arrived here safe, and well, on Thursday Evening last. Our 
mutual joy was better felt than can be described, but I must 
confess the not having the pleasure of seing you with him, 
rendered mine incompleat. This is not the language of com­
pliment, it arises from a sense I have of your merit in forming 
him, which I am conscious, from what I have seen of him 
already, must daily increase, as I am better acquainted with 
him. His character seems to be decided, which is a great deal 
at one and twenty, especially as you assure me he has no vicious 
inclinations whatever, and there is a cleamess and accuracy in 
the description he gives of what he bas seen, that does honor 
to his understanding .... We earnestly hope your health will 
allow you to favor us with a visit in England next summer.' 2 

1 From the unpublished collections of Mme. Constantin Grenier, discovered 
by the author in La Grotte. 

' In Eni:;lish. l•'rom the unpublished colleotions of Mme. Constantin 
Grenier, discovered by the author in La Grotte. 
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Mr. William Morton Pitt writes from London to George 
D yv rdun at uausn.nn , January 7, 1780 : 

'My deiw Sir,-I ask a. million pard ns for having delayed so 
long replying to yours of the llth of September dated from 

stend. For nearly sbc weeh"t! I wns expecting a visit from 
you in London. Fino.Hy, I sa.w Lord Oh sterfield by elm.nee, 
and he told me that you bo.d already lefr, for I,l\Ut;anne. As y u 
had not informed me thn.t you woula stop at Ostend I did not 
vn'ite to you, knowing that at Ucl.tvitsluys, Dunkirk, and Galo.is 
ven, travell rs usuo.Hy stay a.s seldom as possible, o.nd I 

imo.O'inod that the rule Mul goocl for Ostend also. I oft;P,n 
o H . 

receive letters from your friend Just, from Sweden. · e is n.n 
am.in.ble and excellent fi How. We havo spoken togethel' of you 
a great deal, and with Count Bose and poor Beylon, who died 
a short time ago at Stockholm. 

' It will al ways be with the greatest pleasure that I shall 
look forward to seeing Mr. Deyverdun again, and receiving news 

from birn.' 1 

I found in La Grotte the original copy of a Journal of a 
voyage undertaken (July 20, 1780) by Deyverclun, Ro ll, o.nd 

rid 1, pul lish d by the latter in the Cmtservatcwr S~1101 
with nuditions; the object of the tour being n visit to the 
• untry of Gruy re. It was during thi~ tow: that they visited 
Sion, of which have already given Bridel'::i account. 

IvL u x .fils, of Morges, writing to Deyver inn at Lausanne, 
on< Lhe la,st Monday of t,he year 1781,' invites him to witness 
tl1e r 'presentation of a comedy by the Society. ' My cousins 
the Roells also wish to come. . . . I shall therefore expect you 
on Monday. We start at 4 o'clock precisely .... I have jm;t 
learnt that you have been suffering from your eyes. I hope 

• In I!'ronoh. From !;ho nnpul.>liabod collootione of M. Louis Grenier. 
William l\Iort-on riH, Esq., M.r., of Kingst-0n Ilouso, co. Dorset, wns the ~ n of 
Johll PitL Esq M.P., of Euoombo (who iliod in 1787), Md of Mnroi11, daughter 
of Mnrcu~ forgan, Eeq., l,\Dd t he grandson of Gcorsc Pitt, Esq., ol Btp11tWield­
snye, M.P. for Hanle, whowa,a o. matorno.I an.costor of the ln.te Lord Rivers, o.nd 
tho desoendn.nt of ,Tobn Pitt, Esc1.1 Ole1'k or the Exchequer in the reign oi Qucnn 
:Elizabeth, nnd who was also tbe n.noes to.r of th En.rla of Londonderry, the 
Ends o( Ohtitham, u.nr,l tho L(lrds C~mel ford. The .family ia no1v represonted 
lJy Lhe ilisHngulehed Geneml J?.it~-RJvora, of R1:1Slm1.?re, Dot'lle~. 

SopliiJl., ~he d.aughter oI W11lrn.m Morton Pab, • S•h mame Charles, En.rt 
of Uoninoy, and was. tho ancestress oi the present E0orl of tlio.~ name. 
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that this malady, if not already cured, will cease with the 
year, anu that your sight will be as good as twenty years 
ago.' 1 

This letter is annotated: 'M. Guexfils, the friend of Mme. 
Ne.cker.' 

M. Kuittner at Basle to George Deyverdun at Lausanne, 
April 1, 1782 : 

'Here at last is Servan 2 in German. I have the honour to 
present it to you as a work in which you had a large share; and 
which I recommend to you as a child to whom you have in a man­
ner given birth. It will always be a very happy souvenir of your 
good-nature and the friendship which you have shown in giving 
me advice and help .... Have the kindness, Sir, to hand the 
other copy to M. de Montolieu and present my respects and 
souvenir to him. I wrote you two letters during the last two 
months: to neither of them have you replied. . . • And your 
little works which you wished me to translate? Ah, Sir, I well 
understand that you have other things to do, and, after all, it is 
more agreeable to occupy one's self with one's garden and enjoy 
the finest view which exists, than to put one's papers in order. 
As for me, I am deprived of all those pleasures, and I should be 
pleased to undertake the translation of some good work, espe­
cially during next winter, which I fear somewhat, as BaBle is 
not exactly the most sociable town in the world, and the more 
so as M. Bourcard, who does not like it, sees no one. He seucls 
you a German picture and requests me to present bis compli­
ments to you .... Have the kindness, Sir, to present my 
homage to the Roells .... M. Roell, to whom I wrote lutely, 
will have giv:m you a few details as to a journey which I made 
to Montbeliard with my pupil, in the month of August .... 
May your harvest be gay and abundant, may your garden be 
filled with young girls, and your terrace with amiable women ! 
May your flowers never wither, and may the verdure remain on 
your trees even in winter! These wishes are quite Oriental in 

' In French. From the unpubli shed collections of M. Louis Grenier. 
• 

2 Servan (1737-1807) was the friend of George Deyverdun, and lat er of 
Gibbon, and shared the farm er' s views concerning magnetism, which had as 
s.trong a party in its service as wus enga;::cd in the discussions on music a short 
hme before. Servan was naturalized in Switzerland before July 1, 1787. 
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character, but they are as sincere as the attachment with which 
I have the honour,1 &c.' 

Deyverdun having asked M. Kuittner for a short biography 
of himself, he replied, December 24, 1782, that he was born in 
1753, and passed seven years at Anneberg. H e completed 11is 
studies there in 1771 and then went to Leipsic, where during 
five years he frequented the lectures of Moras, Ernesti, .Clodiu~, 
J arve, and Platner for philosophy. H e came to Basle m 177 u, 
and spent some three years at Vevey, Lausanne, iiind Geneva. 
He was for a time charged with the educo.tion of the son of :M:. 
Bourcard. His favourite studies are history, the literature ot 
the learned languages, political geography, mathematics, and 
philosophy. He is acquainted with the ~ives and wor~s of the 
great painters, hut does not understand tight-rope dancmg. He 

adds: 
' Your last letter your almanachs, the news which M. Brid cl 2 

'· gave us of you, amused us greatly, and we have all been laugh-
ing since Sunday. If you only knew the sensation your letters 
cause at the Kirshgarten you would send them more fre-

quently.' 3 

Louis Teissier writes to George Deyverdun, April 1, 1783: 
'I know not what to think, my good :Friend, of your silence. 

I wrote you three letters, which you have not acknowledged­
one on the 2\Jth of November enclosing a bill at sight for 2,321 
livres, 1 sols, 9 deniers, my own draft upon Grand to close the 
account of £101 lls. lcl. which I owed you on that date; the 
second on the 31st of December, informing you that our lottery 
ticket came out blank ; and the third on the 28th of January of 
this year, in which I told you that i ir Abrabn.m Hume has just 
paid into your account four hundr d pounos sterling. I recall 
these facts to you and beg yon to 1 .t me know whali I am to l1o 
with this latter amount, which is lying idle at my house, whereas 
I could invest it in the funds with advantage for you. For 

• In Frenoh. From the unpublished oolleotions of M. Louis Granier. 
1 G rge E lie Bridal, th.e thlrd of blw five brn lJwr>J of that name (17UO-lf;l22), 

no.mod h1ter the oyel} Bridel. . . . 
" I n French. From th u.npublisheil collcot10ns of M. J,oms Gnm 1 ~r. 
In 1781, Kuittner wns n,t ll-00 us, neM Lcuumnno, o.ncl reoommenclocl a 

nn.t.nra.l son of the Prince of s~nu to George Deyvordun on hohn.U of M. 
llouroanl.-Unpublished collections of Mruo. Constantin Grenier, discovered by 
the o.uthor in La Grotte. 
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heaven's sake, my good ~'riend, without being miserly, watch 
your own intere!"ts, not only in this matter but also for the 
arrears which you have to receive from the funds in the south. 
Jn this world one must be neither parsimonious nor extravagant. 
vVe ough~ .all to observe a happy medium. Once more permit 
me to solicit you to rouse yourself. My wife and children are 
quite well, and I also.' 1 

This letter again illustrates the easy-going character of the 
' Compere Deyverdun.' 

CHAPTER OXLIV 

IN a. letter to Gibbon from Strasbourg~ June 10, 1783, an­
swermg one of May 20, Deyverdun informs him that since his 
return from Italy he has lived on the first floor of La Grotte 

' and has let the second to a family of his friends, 'who nourish 
me and whom I lodge.' But the house will be at Gibbon's dis­
posal in the autumn ; he has made many important changes, 
and he can offer 'all the grand apparfomcnt, which consists at 
present of eleven rooms, large and small, looking to the east and 
south, furni shed without misplaced magnificence, but with a 
sort of elegance with which I hope you will be satisfied.' At 
the end of the terrace is 'a gallery in gilt wood, whence one 
may see everything which goes out of or comes into the town by 
the Porte du Chene, and everything which is going on in this 
Fau bourg. I have aequired the vineyard below the garden,' and 
mn.de a small park of it, and he has also planted a quantity of 
excellent fruit-trees. 

As for society, 'we shall have around us a circle the like of 
which it would be impossible to find elsewhere in so small a 
space. Mme. de Oorcelles [nee de Chandieu, widow of M. 
d'Aubonne], Mlle. [de] Sulens, and M. de Montolieu (Madame is 
dead), Messrs. Polier and their wives, Mme. de Severy, and M. 
n-nd Mme. de Nassau [nee Anne de Ohandieu ], Mlle. de Ohandien, 
Mme. [de Saussme J de St. Oierge, and Monsienr, with their 
two pretty and amiable daughters, Mesdames de Orousaz [who 

1 In F rench . Fmm the unpublished collections of Mme. Constantin Grenier 
di scovered by the author in La Grotte. ' 
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l M tolieu] Polier de Charrieres, 
. d 1786 the Baron c e on ' ' . marne , ' f which one does not tire, and 

h .. the good company o . 
&c.-suc is h tllat he always regrets berng 

. 1 M Servan so muc . 
which p eases . . d in and only lives m the hope 
obliged to return to his own oma ' On Sunday there is 

. h' h' self at. Lausanne. · · · 
of e_stabhs mg im . f d'sti'nction both ladies and 

. hich foreigners o i ' 
a Society to w. . d The shepherdesses of the Pri'1 ~terris , 
gentlemen, are invit.e . . . . d bt,ess no longer presento.ble, 

u d Vanberg are ou 1 

except .Ill-me. e ' h and althongh they are not 
but th e1·e nre others pretty enoug ' ffi . t f them for you , 
very numel'ous there will always be su cieu o 

my dear Sir.' . . . ht l ter that the 'arrangemP.nt is 
G"bb ephes a fo1tmg a ' . ·m lt i on r ' 1r l"b. rv however will be di 1cu 

b tl f U S ~is l JU. •' ' suitable to o 1 o. . f f' e or six thousand volumes, and 
It consists o some w . r·r to move. · k ll of them to Ln.usanne. · .e 

b · 'ble to ta e a · 
it would e imposs1 t t of those which he most 

1' ke an assor men 
will,. thereiore, ma d send them to Switzerland ; for ~he r.est 
particularly needs, an l . ds from tbe public hbrnnes, 
he m:i,y be able to supply ns nee . dJ' M. de Bochn.t's, is 

h f Lausmrne even a nmg 
although t at o b tl' f Be1·ne and Basle are good ; 

. · · bl ' ut 1ose o 
' sufficiently p1trn e, . b l 1' r a smaller cost than that of 

. 1 b y certain oo rn 10 
while ie can u L d I-le can afford to spend abont 

. tl n from on on. _, 
transportrng leI d there will be no neeu to . a 1 l is a year an five or SlX bun rec OU ' ) d I nourish you.' He con-

. bl 'You lodge m~ an . . 
stmt the ta e. . cl that if he leaves, it will be m tl1e 
eludes by assuring Deyver un 

middle of Septemb~r. 
1 

t th table will cost from twenty to 
Deyverdun writes t ia e l G 'bbon to NO to his fr ielll1 

. th H e counse s i b 

th irty loms pet' mon a' t . . ge c1nit:'t ,lv for hi.s c1epart,ure ; 
. T . . "' . Lon on o m 1 an v d 

Louis e1ss1vr m . . 1 lisher Elmsley ' a wise, learned, an 
lint G ilihon fo~nu·1'n t;1; ~~ Jwill sometimes have a 110et· [Briuel] 
discreet councillor. "t 'ves Sir a i1oet-we have 

bl ' Deyvertlun wn ,es- " · ' ' ' . at your ta e, l e Poesfos J::[efo6lim11w1.~, 
Procure an octavo vo um ' .,. ·11 

one at last. , I ... , 1·" ·I . ]fousrrt tl, J,ww;anne. 1' ou w 1 , 
, . , ''nTll''' c ai nu.i e ,,cz f' L i m:prirnees & 

1 
' , , ·. . • th · \-1 to tli ga.rdener o a 

fi nd among other tlnn gs m. ~1p , ",, tb nr se is by your 
f . d n.rnl your pru c. .il.1.1 r ' 

Grotte, yonr n en ' 
1 

.1 • 
1
·t finu grmce i.11 your Y s. 

bl . nnt w io ue u· · . , J 
very hum e ser v ' ' . a ' ue up n.nd he writes: e 

On July 1 Gip\Jon l:l mm wn.s m.\ ' 

p itrS,' 
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Four days previously (June 27, 1783), he had written the 
following charming note to Deyverdun, then staying with 
M. Bourcard de Kirshgarten at Bn.sle : 

'My reason brightens, my courage is fortifi ed, and I am 
already walltlng on the terrace, laughing with you at all t hose 
1:1piders' threads which seemed to me ii-on chains, and t· g retting 
of London nothing but my deru: librnry. I run tempted~ pro­
nounce the decisive words : however, I would prefer to await 
y0ur last explanations before taking my .final resolution, or at 
least befol'e engaging my w01·d of honour.' 1 

Towards the end of the month he cancelled the lease of his 
house in Bentinck Street, and requested Lord Sheffield to aid 
him in the settlement of his money matters. 

O~ing to Deyverdun s indolence the &rro.ngements were 
11ea1·ly wi· eked. 'l'he fall'lily occupying La Gi·otte, with whom 
Deyv rc1un had not consulted, hr.i.d not moved out in A.ugnst. 
Deyv rdun makes thr 1ll'oposals : he bas a suit of two roomi:;· 
wihho11t beds, and two little cabinets, where 'ibbon might be 
comfortably locJg a until La ·rot te ia free, 'and we could hnV" 
our food brought in, as is done by a number of grands Seigneitrs, 
among others by the Margrave of Anspach; or, take furnished 
rooms together; or, spend the winter in some other town on the 
Continent,' to be named by Gibbon. As it happened, the first 
alternative seemed to them the best. 

Gibbon in the mellutime 11ade his pr pa.rati ns for d part1U'0, 
but not hearing from his friend he delayed until Monday, S p­
tem ber 15, when h set out, wiili an nnc rtain and heavy h ar t,, 
o,nxious as to the meaning of D yverclun's sil nee. travell •d 
by asy stn.g s, njoying good weather, and 'arrived safi iu 
]Jarbo.ur' on the 27th, nn(l his mind was set at rest by Deyvet'­
<l.Lm's hearty welcome. 

1 In rench . J!rom the unpublishecl colloctionR of Mme. Constantin 
GronieT, discovered by the autlior in Lo. GTotta.- A. facsimile was prepared for 
tho 1wthor by M . .Buttner-Thierry. 

On t.h baolt of thiN letter two t.!:iru;e [ encillocl wolils 1n Gibbon's h ::i.ndwri tino-: 
' M" fr6d6rio Ilon:fborg & fils /!. Oatcnde. lo Qttl.utal depuis Londres i\ llasle 
a ux onvirons do 21' de i••.' 
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CHAPTER OXLV 

T~ house in which Gibbon took furnished apart.ments in the 
ant umn of 178 was sitnA.ted in that part of the Rue de Bourg 
n arest La Grotte. Eo.rly in the spring of 1784 Gibbon and 

D yverdun we-re ilnally installed in La Grotte. 
1
1·om his earliest acquain"ttmce with Lausanne Gibbon had 

che1·ish a n. a sire that the school of his youth might become 
the retreat of his declining age. Twenty ye11rs had elapsed 
since his second departure, and his happiness is complete. 
II njoys ut eve1·y meal, at every hour, the free and pleasant 

nv l'sn.tion of th friend of his boyhood. His table was 
always p1·ovided for the reception of one or two guest1:1. 'I 
be15nn to occupy,' he says, 'a spacious and convenient mansion, 
conuected on the north side with the city, and open on the 
south to a beautiful and boundless horizon. A garden of four 
acr s hat\ been laid out by the taste of Mr. Deyverdun; from 
the glwden a l'ich scenery of meadows and vineyards descends 
to the Leman Lo.ke, and the prospect beyond the Lake is 
cr wned by the stnp ndous m untains of Savoy.' 

Alli. to Deyverdun's mor solid gifts were n thousand pretty 
accomplishm nts which made him o. most agr abl com1 anion. 
llis conv rsati 11 p1.wkled with wi , and aympatheti.c to.et drew 
m 1L and women insensibly to his side. H had o. nice o.r for 
music, a.nd hia spinnet (p1·eservecl by P rofesso1· Louis Gr uier) 
awak n La Grot · to sounds of gaiety nnd sometim a to notes 
oftem1er tn 1anoholy. H was a skilful silhonettist; I possess 
mn.ny i;pecimens of his at'tistie w01·k. He interested bim If in 
antiquities 1md esp cially in those of A.venches (A.vent icum). 

Deyverdtrn'!> correspondence is in gr :i.t part lost, but the 
1 t i·s from fri nd which I discov red in Lo. G.l'Ott e evince tlrn 
i· sp et a.nd affection in which he Wl\S held by those who knew 
him most intimately. His occasional verses, without being 
very remal'ko.ble are qu i.te eqllal to many of those scattered 

t w:ough V lta,il· 's wor1ts. 
Deyv rdo n wa.'> an xcell nt scholar. 

£ uun.1 nobility, nnd. although the family 

He belonged to the 
estates hau passed 
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away, and it was necessary for hi t . those whom he d m 0 rely on h1s own exertions 
governe and guided lool- d h. ' 

of distinguished antecedents and . . '-e upon .1m as a man 
of Werther was commended and atta~nments. His tran~lation 
of his day and he was .enjoyed by the best Judges 
of the fou~clers of the Aan ~ccomplfIBhed linguist. He was one 

canemy 0 Le' · d f . 
Society of Lausanne in 1772 . i d ips10 an o the Literary 
to reviews. That he did not ' r a; was a frequent contributor 
to his indolence, moreo hP. o t~ce any large works was duo 
. ' ver, is une was const tl . 
m helpin()' others M d S .. · . an Y occupied 

• 0 • me. e tael attributed to h · 
;~;e a~~mo~?inalti~y. Lord Chesterfield praised his ma~~e!r:~~ 

IS en ire confidence Gibb b . d 
script of the first vol f. h' ~n su mitte the manu-
criticism. ume 0 18 ' History ' to Deyverdun's 

Th · · ere is m the possession of Profes 
Grenier a portrait of De ·d d' sor and Mme. Louis 
La Grotte It . ·1yve1. u~, rncovered under the roof in 

. 18 an 01 pamtmg f k't . 
nately blistered on th l ft . J o I -cat size, but unfortu-

e e s1c1e of the face p ·h b 
rays of the sun falling into th ld ' er aps y the h e o garrets of La Grott H 
we ave Deyverdun in the prime of ['fi . e. ere 
able artist, probably Sir J h 1 e p~mted ~y an admir-
fino head, marvellously and s~~id~;· p::~e~a1.nted G1bhon. 'l'he 
what short neck 'rhe tl' f , is set upon a some-
. h . ou me o the face is full . t I 

nc ; the eyebrows irregular but black , ' I s co our 
the eyelids droop slightl t th and strongly mal'ked ; 

h 
. Y a e outer corners · th 

azel, w1t,h an extraord' . . ' e eyes are 
mark of individuality ~~~:e:iv:~:ty. The for~head has the 
rounded. of good heiaht h eye~, and is ample and 

o ' somew at recedmg toward th . d 1 
parts. The ear is very small b t' f 1 s e I ea 
against the neck As . th' eau i u ly formed, and lies closely 
the ear is great .. in comm . e cas~ of Gibbon, the height above 

' parrnon with that bel 't · . t o seven Th .
1
. ' ow, 1 is as thirteen 

. e aqm me nose with it I , . . 
sensual nostrils denotes a 1, b . s arge, sens1t1ve, and 

Th 
. ' c ear ram and love of 1 

e upper hp is short et full and . p ea.sure. 
hollow in the centre T' hy th<. ~ed, with a well-defined 

' . o mou 18 slight! h . 
to utter some witty or ~m . tl . Y open; e is about 

"' USlll O' nn<r Th h' · o o· e c m is prominent 

I I ' possess the four volumes of Me . 
de. G_cns L_ettr~s, copied by the kind ~:.:;e~ liis d Lni/,Sm:iic dnns imc Societc 
origmals m his possession. p ss1on of M. Louis Canard from the 

VOL. II. 
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but well round a; o.nd the eh ek with its rich contour descends 
to what a. few years later beca.me a double-chin. The whole 
e ~pression is foll of life attd lire. It is replete with the 
intellectuo.lity and j vial mirth f one who loved the pleasures 
of the tn.ble, n.nd never passed o. pretty woman without doffing 

bis hat. A white lace jabot lends a de1ico.te inBuence to his com-
plexion. ffis coat is of o. beautiful shade of gr en-blue, with 
Bro.ndenburgs and fuiTed b01·ders-the fur ndmiro.b1y 1· ndered. 
'I'h hair is powdered aud 1·ol1ed al ov the ear, with a broad 
Ti bon behind su-pporting the queue. In looking at this 'fine 
111' $ nee n cannot believe hhat neyverdun is dead. 

'];his noble picture no doubt hUD Y in Lo. Gr tt side by side 
with 1 ' ir Jo hua's p01·trait of ibuon, now o.t Sh ffi d rhi.ce. 
Two y ars a.flier D yverdun s u ttth Lol'd 'heffi.elu's I>Ol'tro.it 
1wriv cl and wQ.s plt\ced by Gibbon. ov r t,he chimney-glass in 
b i.s library, whil · his own portrait above mentioned was in turn 
d sptitched to Sh ffi 10. Place and Deyverdun's hung in its 

pla e. I append \;\vo letters to Deyverdun--one from Mme. Necker, 
n.nd th th r from her au.ogbter, afterwards Mme. de Stael, 
which illustrate th · affectiona.te friendship they cherished 
tow:i.rds him. Mme. Necker writes August 26, 1770 : 

'The date of my 1 tter will be my excuse. I am at Spa; I 
l1iw wandered o.bou.t the world on account of my husband's 
11en.ltb, o.nil have not had 51n in.sto.nt to mys 1£, els I would have 
Tep\ied to you earlier, }i!Ionsieur, though very much astound d, 
to say tb.e least, at your strange conduct. Who.t l yo1. l av 
Pa.ris exactly on th ve of the marring of the Do.uphin l If 
you were a ossack, an A.llobroge; an iuhabito.nt of the :Mono­
-poto.pu, an Englishman, I could und rstand t his ccentriciLy; 
bl.1t for a oom.patriot f min it seems to me impossible, becr1.use 
the w1 . ordinarily pass fol' l' 1Sonable and consequent people. 
I um even r pl'oached ev ry day tbat good sense is the dominant 
quality in our corn.position. You were rather wearied at the 
eternal repetiti n f t11e same thing, but it is better to hear 
o.bout Mm . de la. Dauphin a costumes than about the wine of La 
V 0iux; and it is worth more to talk about the image of a pretty 
womo.n a.pd th sha,des of h l' dress than listen to reflections on 
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t e more or less red 1 . 
l 

. co our of our w' B . p at1tuc1es when a ph'l h mes. esLdes, there are no 

h 
i osop er expre . 

upon t e character and th sses an mteresting truth 

ld 
e customs f th . 

sco ec1 you sufficiently I h o e nat10n. But I have 
obstinate, which does n.ot . ave remarke~ that you are very 
and . even infinitely belov~~ev~nt your b~mg infinitely amiable, 
particular Y your friends and by · · ' me in 

'. I understand that you wo ld Pans, but in that place h u. prefor a letter dated from 
be satisfied with my simpo~ees as ti~ie for nothing, and you must 

d 
ouvemr unm' ·l d . 1 . 

an amusement. I . ' mg e wit l mstruction 
am anx10us abo t Jll 

wrote long letters to h t • u '.I.me. de Brenles I er without tt' · · 
sent her at different times th k ge mg any replies; I have 
and afterwards by 1',.. B 1 e wor s of Oondillac and of Mabl' 

d 
' '.!.. e on a mem . b L i, 

an another of M. Necker' I h on· y . oyseau (de Mauleon)2 
letters nor souvenir. I . . ave received in reply neither 
l . ' cannot underst d . 

c ear up this enigma whi'cl . l an it. I pra.y you to 

fi 
i W010' lf'I on a t l 

you or news of Mme d' A 1 b c an ouc 1es me. I thank 
dear to me, and is on.e of ~~ es; she has alway11 been infinitely 
has given me the great t lose whose natural anu gmc !'ul wit 

h'l es p easure a I b w i e embracinc~ her a tho d . . eg you to tell her "'O 
• • 0 usan tun f n 
impolite to charge you with l' es rom me, for it woulcl be 

'I am sorry I c~mp iments. 
am not gomg t S . 

would undertake w'th 1 o witzerln,nd this year I 
,. i P easure th · . · iOr Mesdames p l' I e comnuss1on for the I l' h . o ier. know h nus m 

avmg it carried by . no ot er means than that of 
per sons who are n t h 

' See Golowkin f o searc ed or give 
October, 1770. or Mme. Necker's letters to Mme B . 

• Aloi.:and.re J ar6me L . ienles of June and 

<lie~ 1~ l'M·is, Octobti~ 11;,0{~~~~ b~·!f °'~ 1~~11 • M•ooat of the Parliament of p .· 
M us~neile1nletto Favre wif ) 0.1 r~~ae ;rcnra of age. ans, 

wile, ~!rg~r ~bav~mes, wJ:itdng ~oom~'.~~~;.!rd1;'0.nd d'Apples, M.D. 
gr1.1.ndfn.thor c~1~de~;e~e;:_~orslhaviug seen in her bce~ildhloo7J•. re~Irn1h·ks that his 
she does not l·n · a.no e, numerous lett . • m 

1
e ouse of h el' 

may bo in Lh ' low what has boeome ol th1llll e::;i wr.1tte~ 1 by Mmo. Necker but 
. e lOXCS of my la• r '· . .ue contmu BS . I r ·'-- ' 

srnoe 11:1•15. I \Vlll h h .e atuer-in.-law, which J • erimps they 11'.~me. Ohn.vannl'.lS arld~v: t 'ei;r1 bro1:ght to my residen:ve not bee:1 opened 
l1 1B elilet brother Tls litlb M'.. L ou1a Ca.rrard wh ko.nd ex.a.mine them. 
!)l\P,Gr s n.l'ld letters of ~·~~~ ?"e, lco.11: pel'hti.ps, i~fon~n~~~ua n~w,t~nd especially 
trlartd.' . I ~ nno e d ApJ?les, pastor at Prill s o e fate of the 

I we to the I · ~- y, son of Mme. Necker's 

many bi. UD1.ul 0f!H of Ti[ EJrnest ffi l . u11pu iah d lettm·s in th ' io.vannes' se1wehes in the b b 
ns youogor bro~her ~· - If! volume. Nei ~her M T a ove oxes 
the pnpors Joh b tl' .i. Louis o.n:o.rd, could iru . . heodore Carrard, nor 

y 1011· u11<llc (lly 111.al'l'IM&) M '~At u1 me what. had become of 
0 • • u pplos, of Pnlly. 

FF 2 
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money to avoid this inconvenience. For the rest, if they send 
me the address of this packet I will endeavour to secure its 
safe arrival, for I should be charmed to oblige these ladies. 

'Paris is only occupied at present with the law-suit of 
Mme. Monaco. It is M. Loyseau who is drawing u-p the 
memoir. It is the cause of all women; the husband, far 
from civil, wished to compel his charming wife to follow him 
to Monaco ; he was going to carry her off in spite of her 
resistance, when she placed herself under the protection of the 

laws. 'Adieu, then, Monsieur; remember sometimes that Paris 
is the first city of the world, that it is absolutely necessary 
to go there, and that it is friendship which advises and desires 

you to do so.' The letter of Mlle. Anne Louise Germaine Necker (after-
wards Mme. de Stael) to Deyverduu is dated at Paris, Decem-

ber 2, 1785: 
'I have just recovered from the fever, which lasted a whole 

month, and although my memory has been affected, your witty 
letter, Monsieur, had made too great nn impression on me not 
to feel each day the regret o.t being coro.p 11 d to remain silent., 
when my thoughts were sufficiently alive to be worthy of 

utterance. 
'I believe it impossible to judge better th work of my 

father, and to express one's judgment with m re wrwmtb and 
energy. This praise which I venture to give you is not perhaps 
without value from my mouth, for objects of comparison have 
not been wanting to roe, and my heart is very exacting. 
Permit my heart to thank you ; I return thanks to you for 

having taught me that which I felt. 
' I have read "Caroline " [de Lich tfi ld] with mu h 

interest ; I wish to speal of i~ to the au thor v u ; to-day I 
should be tempted to occupy myself only with th ilitor. I 
find grace and wit in the details, and esp cia11y an entir ely 
new plan. That is a great merit in a l'Omanc , for tlll.s aifli­
cnlty necessarily increases each day. You have, however, 
proved to me, Monsieur, that one could find new ideas and 
expressions upon a subject which had been treated by a great 
number of persons. My father , my mother, and myself reserve 
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t hi o rn who wribes thus t he . sentiments of whl h h . pal'tlCLl lar ant1 distiugui hed 

h
. c e lB wort,hy As I . b a . 

t Ls pretty phra.s · , that had . ·. WlB .e to explm.n. 
p roud1 I said to myaelf tb t t } th1 g.eat sub.1 ect;s for being 
from Monsieur De v ,.1 a o mve rec ivea n. charming letter 

tbi d 
y iuun upon the work of my f' th h r . · 11 er was t e 

' I will not even pronounc th 
friend [Gibbon] . so far e e name of your celebrated 

f 
' as we are concerned t k 

o posterity ; he only spe 1 t b . we a e the place 
, M . am 0 us Y Ins books. 

y approachmg marriage will revent m . . 
Lausanne at present b t .t . . P Y JOurneymg to 
among my hopes th, t uf l is .impossible for me not to count 

a o spend.mg a fe fi 
there as formerly I w ne summer months 

b I 
. am not sure that you b . 

ut am certain that yo t .b s are my wishes, 
What a gossip I am! .t~ con. n ute to their rise in my mind. 
f · i is evident that I b r · · 

o showing you my gratitud b e ie.ve it is a manner 
' Receive M . . e, ut I may be ro1stlLken. 

, onsrnur the assu . f 1 which I have the 
1 

' iance 0 tie sentiments with 
10nour to be You , h b 

obedient servant, ' 
1 

very urn le and very 

'LOUISE NECKER.' I 

It has been mentioned that D 
winter of 1782-3 at St b . eyverdun had passed the 

h 
ras urg with Oagliost . 

t ou~h not estimable fi ure of th . ro, an mteresting 
ment10n the other centg . . ~·eighteenth century, not to 
lived. There was a dre unes m ~. ich he pretended to have 
was attracted b the amy. myst1c1srn about Deyverdun which 
the latter woulJ cure ~!steri~us Cagliostro; he really thought 
show that his friend un. ome letters I found at La Grotte 

, s were not so confident. 
Are you always as satisfied ' · the Count d C l' , wntes Mme. de Carris ' with 

e ag wstro as you were t th b . . ' ' 
stay at Strasburg? If l d . a e egmnmg of your · rn succee s · · 
I feel that I shall quickl 

1 
tl m giv~ng you good health 

I suspend my . a y: iare 1e enthusiasm he inspires but 
JU gment ior the present It ' 

so clever a man should t d . . . seems to me that 
. ' no nee to ex · h. · 
m order to di8cover th . ·11 b . a~1me is patients so long 

· . eir 1 s, ut as this belief · 
to preJudwe on my side it :11 b b may appear due 

M B, , .w1 e etter not to speak of it.' 
. erenger, the Swiss historian (1740-1807) . 

1 Tl · d · , wntes to 
118 an the prececling 1 tt f M. Louis Grenier. e er are rom the unpublished collections of 
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t . the young artist Favre, 
J l 4 1786 -presen mg · 'rh· 

Deyverc1nn u y ' ' t" has converted you. is 
' I t ld that magne ism . . and adds : am o b t I cannot beheve it. 

h plexes me, u 
piece of news rat er pe.r n this rave subject, and I wanted 
I had composed a vaudeville o I dg . to do so if you have 

· How can are h" to bring it to you. . ? • (He presents is 
. l~le disciple of that science. . 

become an amiau 
respects to Gibbon.) . d as we have seen, had 

Deyverdun was fond of his pipe, afnh.' friends as well as at 
•t · tl houses o is · 

a pbce assigned to 1 m Je . b . t took place between bun 
d smokm<Y ou · h" 

La Grotte, an. many a h"le b Gibbon sat near rappmg is 
and his relative Roell, w 1 1 t!oundly as the case . . fght y or pro11 ' 
snuff-box and d1sconrsmg I 1\,,. ~ • while Deyverdun 

'bb l'k c1 old .Lnane1ra, . 
might be. G1 on i e . f the different wmes 

h on the virtues o . l 
descanted ~or ~urs up An old billiard-table which figu:ec 
grown in lns native land. d b Profes~or Louis Gremer. 
in their amusements is now ownt~ yxe"cise and in later life 

e to ac we e. • ' 
But Gibbon was avers . h. garden. 1n the stre ts lie 
lmrdly walk c1 at all except m is ·ed a sedan-chair. 'l:h · 

d Severy or us 
took the arm of y nng ' llnsions to t his hatl' a f a co has mo,ny a .1 
She!fiehl correspon en. u: . 11 tt ·s of }.faria J sepha Holroyu a th delighw.u e el 
movement, a~ ~ f h" h sicil1 indolence. 
give us amusmg lnnts o is P y h f G'bbol\'S visit to London 
. I shall presently spe~i.k at 1 ugt, o t l atbv between them 
in 1787, but as illnstratmg ~be p)om:.ttymty Gibbon to Dey-

1 give here a letter (unpnb~~::: c1a;:1 a;:r arriving: 
>erc1un, August 10, 1787' f l I arriveu in London on 

''fhe post had already le t w ie~ . tlie evening. The 
h . t t about six m 

'fues<lay the 7t ms an . th distance disappeared beneath 
mountains which I had seenl .1nl b ~derecl the high-roads vanished, 

. tl dragons W llC l or d . the horizon, ie 0 ' l ·k was accommo atrng'. 
to the ustoms c e1 ' 

and every one, even . d m enterprise: there was 
.1 The heavens snnle on y ffi . t o1'n to lay the 

. • . tl . ture SU icien rco 
sufricient sun to enliven ie ~~~;eh since my arriv().l has been 
dust a cool tempemture ld l1ave entirely agreed 

' ' · l t The sea wou 
followed by excestiive iea . l t "t ded twelve hours to carry . oth t ia i nee . 
with you, it was so smo I b. kfasted dined and read rn my 
us from Oaln,is to Dover. h1ea ce1:red a rather more rapiJ. 

. l ,_ b t would ave pre1· carnage on c ec1<., u . 
' '£he pa.per is torn o.t this place. 
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passage. Louis has astonished me by his exactitude aud forti­
tude ; he has withstood without a scratch the fatigues of the 
journey, and at this moment is undergoing a course of instruction 
under the former Professor Caplen1 who has recovered from his 
illness. I am occupied in the immense solitude of the Capital 
in making all my preliminary arrangements, and next week 
withdraw to the country-seat of Lord Sheffield, whence I will 
write to you more fully. Adieu. We are floating, it seems to 
me, between peace and war. 

' I wish you were here to see a superb picture of Reynolds 
for the Empress of Russia ; it represents young Hercules 
strangling the serpents. Recall me t th remembrance of our 
friends, and assure the family really worthy of th.i.s name [de 
Severy J that I shall write to them at th first o_ppmtunity. 
Love me always and be careful of your heali;b.' 2 

Gibbon returned from England to Lausanne in July 1788, 
and his kindness to his friend is indicated in a letter which I 
found from Deyverdun's friend, L. E. Grand (October ] 6, 
1788), in which he says, 'You gave me pleasure by informing 
me that M. Gibbon had shown so much feeling as to your state. 
If the possession of intelligence is a proof of happiness, the 
possession of a soul of compassion and sensibility is, in my 
opinion, even I\ gi·ea.ter . Kindly present my homage 
to your fci nd (Gibbon) , that sensible man, and a friend himself 
of humanity, who, !rme. de Bons, always a little given to gossip, 
assured me had not yet r tui':ned.' 

In April 1789 Dr. 'Tissot 01·dered Deyverdun to take the 
waters at Aix-les-Bains, but the ohang produced no benefit. 
Gibbon writes to M. de Sjjv ry 2Jt;!1'G, J"uly '1, 1789 : 

' Poor Deyverdun is no more ! Comptroller Secretan has 
just announced the sad news to me, which reached Madame de 
Montagny by an express despatched this same morning by l\tI. 
Mayn. To-morrow morning at nine o'clock the Comptroller 
will return with the B::mneret of the quarter to 'place the seals 
on his apartments. Until then do not talk of it before your 
servants. At ten o'clock I shall be happy to see Wilhelm to 

1 His Jnto valet, now butler. Louis wns his vnlet. 
2 In French. 11'!-01 11 the unpublished collections of Mme. Constantin Grenier 

disco vecod by the nntJior in Ln Grotte. Facsimile prepared for the author by 
M. E. Buttnor.'l'biony. 
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agree as to the excuses for my soiree. I thought I was prepared, 

but this blow has upset me. 
' ft r tl\irty-tfil:e years-. Ad~eu .' . . 

D aun's will 1J •YinS with the d1spos1t10n of La Grotte : 
eyver 0 d f. • a l . 

' pm y Mr. Gibbon to ace pt as a proof of our ol r1en s 11p 

the following legacies : . . 
' 1 o. I bequeath to him for lif' the furrutw·e b longmg to 

me which is in the apartment he CCllpi s. . 
' 20. I give to hhu th entire und compl te us · and possAss~on 

:i uring his life of my bons Ln rotte, and of its dep 11denetes, 
with t h power to mn,ke at his own ::pense the cbang s and 

· b thin} fit· it l> u1g unJer~tood that h undertak 'S 
r pan s e uu1y .~ ' . · . f I 
th.e necessary "X.-penses for the p res -rvat1on a11d l' -pau o t l so 

objects. . . 
' 30. I give and bequeath to him also for hfe my va.ses'. cases, 

shrubs, and utensils whatsoever serving for the cult1vat1on of 

my property. . 
' For the use of which I charge him to pay to my heir the 

sum of four thousand francs three months after my death, and a 

contingent annuity of thirty louis neufs'. . . 
'And as it is my design to render his residence m my ~ouse 

~s agreooble as possibl , I give ?i m the ch~ice . and option. ~f 
a-cc>pting the use which I have JUBt named m his. favour, w~t,h 
t.be charges which I have added to it, ~r t,o acq tnr th nhir 
and compl te posses : on of pr p rty m m.y h?os , an~ . th .. 
fumitur existing in tho apartment he occup1 s, fo~· th pt:ce of 
thirty-five thousam1 francs, on th payment of which h ';ill be 
released from that of four thousand fr1.1.ncs o.od th . contil1gent 
annuity of thirty louis neufs which I had charged lnm to pay to 

my heir. f · d 
'I institute Major George de Molin de Montagny, my rie:i 

and relative heir at law of 11,ll my property not bequ ath a, w1bh 
the condition that he pays all my d · bts aml l ego.ci s, u,nd 
submits to what I luwe above ord 1· d, and in my c dicils.' 

Mme. Constantin Grenier most kindly p rmitted m to t~o 
co}Jies of the interesting docum nts which grew out of the '~l 
and were found in the garrets after M. Grenier took possess10n 

of La Grotte. 
In the first paper, dated Lausanne, September 7, 1789, 
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Major de Montagny says, that, in order to manifest his respect 
for the last wishes and dispositions of his friend and benefactor 
and his esteem for Mr. Gibbon, he will allow Gibbon the use of 
La Grotte during his lifetime, permitting him to make such 
c~anges at his own expense as he may desire, and leaving to 
his honesty and delicacy the care of keeping the house and its 
dependencies in good repair. He also renounces all right of 
inspecting and visiting the house as landlord. 

'l'his is followed by Gibbon's con.sent to the above arrange­
ment, at Lausanne, September 12, 1789 : 'In virtue of the 
option which is granted to me by the will of my friend the late 
M. Deyverdun, I accept the use of the house of La Grotte and 
its dependencies on the conditions imposed by the said will and 
in accordance with the above explanation. And I pledge myself 
on my side to fulfil the conditions stipulated in the said docu­
ment, upon which I am in accord with Major de Montagny .' 

The seconcl document, signed by Gibbon, September 12, 1789, 
reads : ' If Major de Montagny desires it, I will lend him the 
sum of twelve thousand francs. The capital will be constituted 
by a mortgage on the house of La Grotte and its dependencies. 
The interest at four per cent. will settle every year the rent of 
thirty louis which I am obliged to pay to him. And in just con­
fidence that I shall never have reason but to be satisfied with 
the honest and obliging acts of Major de Montagny and of his 
successors, I announce with pleasure my intention to set aside 
every year by my will a certain sum of the said amount of 
twelve thousand livres, so that if I live another fifteen or twenty 
years [he lived less than four years and a half, while Ma:ior de 
Montagny survived fourteen yenrs] the successive accumulation 
will form a legacy almost sufficient to pay off the mortgage. 
. . ' nut at. the same time I ought to explain very clearly that 
it is only with myself that I take this engagement. If I do not 
carry it out I may be taxed with caprice or levity, but I shall 
never be justly accused of having failed in my word.' 

The third document, unsigned, dated Lausanne, Septem­
ber 12, 1789, is written on the back of a playing card (the three 
of diamonds), which is cut out of thinnish paper, the diamoncls 
being. painted by hand. Major de Montagny accepts purely 
and Slmply the twelve thommm1 francs which Mr. Gibbon offers 
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to him. 'I have the honour to inform him that I believe neither 
in his ea.price· nor in his levity, but very strongly in his 
honesty.' 

'l'he fourth document, entirely in the handwriting of Gibbon, 
I have had lithographed for this work. The facsimile of his seal 
(Plato's head) will b remnrked for its beauty. 

' I send you, Sir, herewith an order on Messrs. Blondel and 
d'Apples for the 4,000 livres of my holding; and on the faith 
f my last· letters fmm England I think I can promise the 

12,000 before the end of next month. I shall still be at H.olle, 
but our bankers will arrange my payment and your deed of 
mortgage. I should b in despair if I am hurrying your 
d pa.rtill'e, bu t it would be sufficiently agr ea.ble to me if the 
apartm ut on t,he ground-floor were cleared as soon as you can 
do it conv niently. When you will have removed your belong­
ings from it you will have the kindness to hand the keys of it 
to Dupuis. I am very sincerely yours, 

'E. GrnnoN. 
'September 23, [178\l].' 

CHAPTER OXLVI 

lsABELLE, Doa:on ss de · ontolieu, daughter of Do n l'olier de 
Battens, fi rst m. rried euj~min de Orousn.z, and was the mother 
of Henri, g1·0.ndfath r of the pr sent MM. William Meyn and 

·1 I ·1 ·; Fedor de Orousaz. She became a widow in l 7f 5, at tL.e ag of 
twenty-four, and remarried in 1786. Her en.rly litel'al'Y aspfra­
tions were enconr11ged by George Deyverdun, and her talents 
developed under his guidance. 

(,' 

In the collections of M. Louis Greni r I foUlld a. letter in 
French from :M:me. de Orousi z to D yverdnn at 1aosrume, prob­
ably of the year 1782, wh n the oyen Bridel's poems to which 
she alludes were first published : 

'I return you all your works, denr neighboru-, faithfully 
enough to merit the loan of o h rs, with ev ~ry expressi >,Tl of 
gratitude. Agree with me, however, .that e.·c pt in the matt ~· 
of books you treat your neighbolll' rathei· hardly after hepi.l1g 
her in sus1Jense all the summer. Monsieur at last wishes to 

... 
" 

I • , .. 

f ACSIMILE OF plBBoM's 
., HANOW~ITIN:._G 

A~IO SEAL 
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come to ] ussiguy, but not to 11 l' house. Ue pr fers a lot of 
buttery Dutchwomen to his goocl little neighhout•i friend, A.ncl 
compatriot. B sides, I am m uch more accommodating than 
yeste'day. I will permit you to dine with P olier and his 
chiu:ming wife, but I sho.ll have them come that day to dine 
with me, ancl we will leave you alone to amuse the portly 
Mme. Stouer and the little Mme. Luternau. See if that will 
please you; as for them I can reply beforehand. Nothing is 
rarer than a man at our house. Poor Lucas, the only one of 
his sp ci s among nine ladies, will be gr o;hly oblig d to you 
for co»ii.ng to Jlis help. ]Jnt, pleasantry aside, as I can giv 
you in place of the Pullers' pretty Jit1;le dillller nothing but a 
total of six centuries and a vet·y poor r past, aa a friend I 
advise you to keep to your plan and go to my cousin. Perhaps 
I shall not be stupid enough to sulk and not be of the party. 
You do not know, however, how much I lose by not receiving 
you at home, and although I am young and pretty between 
my two good aunts, my cousin Jeanne, Mlle. Rose de Bons, 
and Mme. de Prelaz, I am seen to rather less advantage at 
Mme. Polier's. You wish to see us together, and it shall be 
so, provided you come quickly. Adieu, Monsieur. I send you 
some anemone asters, which are rather pretty, I think, and are 
worth a small corner of your court. I forgot to thank you for 
the volume of poetry of our friend Bridel, which gave me grPat 
pleasure. I shall keep it altogether; it belongs to the hearth, 
and it will often be read there.' 

In 1785 the authoress writes to Gibbon : 
'In offering my warmest homage to M. Gibbon I ask if he 

received on Sunday a small packet from me, and if M. Deyverdun 
has returned. He abandons me a long time, this dear editor, 
and yet I have the greatest need to speak to him, in strict 
confidence, about " Caroline" being in everybody's hands. I 
wrote to Lacombe to put a stop to it, as I must confess it 
causes me worry. It is now said aloud that it is a free trans­
lation from the German, &c., &c. I know from whom this 
report comes; and as there is some truth in it-the foundation 
of the story is, in fact, drawn from a German journal which the 
Canoness 1 and Deyverdun read and related to me-I would 

' Her cousin, Marie ElizabeLh de Polier, 1742-1817. 
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like him to say a word about it in a short editorial. preface. There 
will then be nothing to say ; accusers a~·e s1:ent when o~e 

' lf I pray you Sir to advise him to do this. 
accuses one s se · ' ' . 
Please pardon me also for causing you all this worry-to such 
· d 1'n protecting the work of a woman. I foresaw 
1s one expose . ]3 
that I should torment you, but you in~isted upo~ it. e 
indulgent, therefore, and believe above all m the gratitude ~nd 
distinguished consideration of your very huml:ile and obedient 

servant, , ISABELLE DE 0ROUSAZ-POLIE1L 

''rhe following miaht also be added to the title, 'Imitated 

f th G 
. ' r0

confess that I adore the truth, the exact 
rom e e1man. 

D J 'd that it would be as if the manufacturers 
truth. eyver un sai . . 1 
(if the Gobelins tapestry were reproached with not ~avm? ma~ e 

h . h they worked The comparison is bnl-
the canvas upon w ic . . d 
liant, but not just, and I find that I ought to confess m goo 

k 'I faith wh ence I too my canvas. 
The followina translation of an undated letter of Deyverd?n 

· · t ti'na a
0
s a specimen of his crit.ical facult.y and w1t.

2 

is meres o · d 
He writes to 'Madame de Crousaz-Polier, en sa mmson es 

chams' : · of the 
'You reply perfectly well, Madame, to the e~em1es . 

raceful Mathilde. It seems to m that there lS no.tln ug t 
~ppose t.o what you say y urse~f in her defence ; but amce you 

ord1w it I also will say something. . . 
' First of all, I confess that it t\ppears to m t~at m genorn~ 

a great difference is made between yom· fast and ~ou~· secou . 

l 
which seems to me more naburitl than Just. Mt t 

VO ume, f d ld like to 
having been great.ly stirred and so ten~ , one won 
continue to experience the sentiments which have fla~tered, and 
one finds in general in the second volume ?nly gracefulne~s a~d 

. t Thi's however is sufficiently like the order m t e 
gaie Y· ' ' . b t · this 
tl eatres where the light piece follow8 the drama; u m 
c~se that order has not succeeded, and it would have bee: ~et!:r 
for the first volnme to be the second. However, I e y e 
mo8t increnious of our critics to make the change. . 

0 
· d f th nections of M. Louis Gremer· . 

' In French. Unpubhshc ' r~;n t ' e co f Mme Co11sto.11tin Gi·enicr, d1s-
2 In French. UnpublLBhed couec ions o · 

covered by thu u.uthor in Lo. Grotte. 
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'As for the history of Mathilde, I would like our readers to 
bear in mind that your work is not only the history of Caroline, 
but that of a quadrille whose interests are so much interwoven 
that it is impossible to separate them, and that not one of them 
could be happy unless all th e four were happy. 

' It wa.s therefore ueoessary t.o pat all fov..r on the same 
footing, conduct alt foqt1 · step by st p by the road of happiness, 
in order that your work should not be a. failure. If W alstein 
had not been happy, and happy with Caroline, Lindorf and 
Mathilde could not be ha1lpy, considering their character and 
their position. Lindorf especially wo1tld have felt eternal 
remorse; in the same way as, taking into consideration the 

ifted characters of W alstein and Oo. i·olin , th y could not have 
boen perfectly happy if they had not seen tb.eir friends enjoy 
the so.me happiness. Fot your work, as is expressed in the 
]lpigraph, is rather the triumph of frieuclship tho,,n that of lov . 
'l'his intimate union between the fo ur actors-by which very­
thing is intoresting, everything is connected, everything leaus 
to the same nd, wihbout cligr ssions, without episode--is one 
of the great benubies of your I ook which h<is uot b en felt here, 
but will he r marked in other climates, or I shall he much 
su1·prisecl. By the side of an extraordinat y man is an 01·ilinary 
man who has w o.kn ss s, but is very amiable and interesting. 
By the side of a. woman, like whom t her nl'e fe w, is another 
woman, like whom there ar mo1·e, bu t entirely gt•aoeful and 
inlier sting. The two actors of th foregt•ound have a rom:.i.ntic 
tinge ; the two actors of the background are of the most perfect 
reality; so that Richardson and Fielding, Prevost d'Exmes and 
Marivaux, move on with equal steps. 'l'his is a beauty, and a 
very striking beauty. 

' From this point of view how impossible it is, unless one is 
tota.lly blind, nob to p r eive it when it is pointed out. It 
fol1ows t hat th two 1~uthors must exhibit almost equally their 
tal nt.s, tba;t C(Wh of the jo111r histories must be treated in detail, 
that the 1· n(l.er was right to exact that he should be shown how 
ecwh of the f ow· had adva11ced step by step to happiness ; ::mc1 
this is what has been done. 

'The actors of the background are more real and less in­
t eresting than those of the foreground. This should be so. 
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The second volume is more gay and less interesting. This 
should be so. Those who like to see their fellow-creatures will 
prefer the second volume ; those who seek their models will 
prefer the first. In general, cool and gay minds ought to be 
pleased with the perusal of the greater part of the second ; 
tender .hearts with that of the first. I am much delighted to 
see all this sensibility among our compatriots. In faith, I was 
not doubtful of it ! 

' The history of Mathilde moreover is very agreeable. One 
1nust be v ry tmgrat ful t o dispute her the place she occupies. 
The b ginning of His charming, and well related; the nci~vete 
of the g i·aceful Mathilde and her illusion as to the disinte1·ested­
ness f her friend [Oaroli.ne], casts a gay and agreeable tone 
over it. 

'J_;indorf's history is rapidly written. One must never have 
had a tender heart, but slightly know men, passions, and their 
progress, not to feel how natural is everything that passes in his 
heflrt in England; how much the moment when he thinks he is 
about to lose a thing, apparently ea8y to obtain, suddenly adds 
to it a new value. How many men, how many women, even, 
can re~all a similar situation ! 

' This, Madame, is what has come to my mind for the 
moment. Good or bad, it all belongs to it, for we are in a 
whirlpool, which has not permitted me to read your note to 
Mr. Gibbon. 

' Gibbon has just arrived at the Chalet [ d'Echandens], where 
the fine weathP-r detains me. H e approves everything I have 
written, and swears to be, until his last breath, the knight of 
Mathilde.' 1 

The next letter of Mme. cle Crousaz is only datecl ' Sunday 

• This la,st lino recalls one of Mn.ri n. J osepho. llolroyd's letters, i11 which 
she menllons aooing nt .L1Lue1mne Mme. de Mootoliou, 'the 11u!hor, or 11t leMt 
tirst mover, of" On.rolino de L iehtfleld," my favourite of n.11 favomtlte books of 
~hnt species. Mr. Deyvor (l un o.nrl Mr. Gibbon gn.ve 11 finishing 1:1troko to ilie 
Nova!, wltlch aets ii RO infinitely above the rest ol t h family o{ No el.s. 
hlndu.me ile l\Iontolieu ha.a the ruost pierciug ]lyes I ever S&w, and o. mo~ti 
sensible Countena.nce; but neither yolmg no~ hnn<lsollJe, n.s ex)ieoted f,he 
Woroa.n to be who h n.d put Ml'. GUJliou's lib<n·ty in clnngcr; Car hll ncknowleclges 
·there was a. time when h o hail. n narrow JTisca.pe. U never oco\tra to h im tha.t 
she migh t lrnve rafusecl h.im, f~Dd il it Was Ulon\ionocl to him, ] dare s:i.y he 
woulil. sooner bolieve n Mirnol , tl.111.n the p ssibility of n. sensible Woman'11 
libe11•l ng such a w11n~ or 'l't1.GL0.' 
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morning,' and is addressed to Messieurs Gibbon 
verdun: and Dey-

' Sunday Morning. 

c M' I amd desiire~ absolutely to relate, Messieurs, your history 
ior on ay · did t · h · b ' no wis it, ut my nei"'hbours exact it and 
you know how docile I am. They tell ms oalso that. . ' ld 
b d r h < you wou 

e e ig ted to know, that you would not 11ardo fi 
I · · f · n me or 
rneprng it rom you, that I must warn you of what . h . 

is angmg 
ove~ your heads, and leave you free to escape it if you are 
afraid. W eII, here is the whole story. Everybody f . th 
Chalet d'Echandens, including not only the C brom l e 
JI' r h . rousaz ut t le 

:..ng is people with them, are to dine at our house on M d 
·we want with them our neighbours the Poliers . we ont ay. 
1 , • b t h . , wan you 

a so ' u now t ese Pohers say that it i's at the ' h 
c • ir ouse you 

are to go, that they will not let you off, and that if you come on 
Monday to them they will remain at home with vou N 
underst d h h . " · ow you 

. an . ow muc tlns arrangement upsets my plans 
Fm3t of all, if the matter is managed thus, I shalI not be able t~ 
see ~ou nor say a word to you. I shall be occupied with n 
relatives, with the cares of the household wi'th · · h

1
y . , rece1vmg t e 

guests; I can neither dine with you as I counted · 
· h · ' , nor receive 

you m t e mormng. There will be no question for you of Dame 
Isabelle-and I am pleased to think that she c h . iorms a part of 
t e attract10n for you to Bussigny. On the other hand, we 
s~o:1ld be very s~rry to be deprived of the company of the de 
I ohers at our dmner on Monday I only see t f . · wo ways o 
arrangi.ng t~e matt~r-either that everybody meets at our 
~ouse, m ~p1te of their talk, or that you put off your good int.en­
t10ns unt.il Tuesday. In that case we shall all of us be qnietl 
at home m a small committee of friends talk' f · y 

ff: · . . ' mg o our private 
a airs. This IS. what they wanted me to propose, and wh I 
~~k you to give m~ a decided reply. If the Bataclfi.: of 
Echandens does not fnght.en vou come on Monday t . ] 

W · .1 ' s ra1g it to 
us. e wilI make the Poliers come also and you ·11 . 

l . ' wi grve ns 
g r:-at p easure if you are not particular about the company In 
tins latter case, Mme. Polier pravs you t t ff · · · 

·1 r J 0 pu o your vunt 
unt1 ru~sday or Wednesday; as for me, I tell you that in order 
to run with the hare and hold with the hounds you t 

M d mus come 
on _r on , ay to eat your sucking-pi()' with those good d C 

o e rousaz, 
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M P l. r's If you believed me you 
th d y cro to me o ie • . b and ano er a b • 1 wever you are free, nt 

ould have nothing more to say ; .10 ' ' 
w r let me have it to-day. 
whatev~r yo~r answe G"bb dined with the Poliers at the 

It is evident that i on 1 for I found in La 
E h a without Deyverr un, 

Chalet d' c an ~ns aded ' Diner pris le dix-sept an 
Grot.te t~e. follow1?g. paper lh~d, The menu is il\ustmted ;;ith 
Chalet ou il ne fa1sa1t pas a1 . f th dishes and the wmes . a "nk sketches o e · I 
amusmg pen-an -1 f h" h Gibbon wus capable), wit l 

· th hievements o w ic 1 (showmg e ac . l £ , h benefit of Deyverc un. 
poetical comments mterspersec or 1i e 

En tree 

D'un excellent diner , 
Que Deyverdun a manqlrn 
Et qu'il doit bien regretter. 

A Soupe :\lo. bataille relevee p~r un jambon. 
B Volaille au 11.iz et aux Ecrev1sses. 

c Chonx. . M .·ncs Truffes et Cu ls d' Artichaux. 
D Canard aux Champ1gnons aun ' ' 
E Pommes de terre. 
F Beurre. 
G Meredio. 

Second Service 

. iti vous 11t 6t6 propioe 
Si aveo c1e l'exoroioe 
Vons fusaici venu a l'hosptue. 

Mi a. 6t6 f1Li t en £11,mmo . 
Si vous ne la trouvez gent11le 
Peste aoH fo.H de 111. belle l 

A Omelette S::woyarde. 
n Ponlets rotis. 
C B6cassines et Chevalier. 

E Epinanls. 
F Salo.des. 
G Sn.lade. 

D Pommcs. 

Qui ~·etoit point desert 
o1\ la gaiete, la tonne 
Rn,ppeloit l'homme. 

E Bollait. 
A Sucre. 
B Ceve [a prcsseLl white 

F Melon. 
G Pechcs. , 

cheese]. H Briscelets sn,ns sucre et brules. 
c Crerne. I Briscelet suc1·e. 
D Fromages. 
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On n'a pas bu il la sante clu Compere 
P1trce qu'il ne le meritoit guel'e. 
Ce n'est pa.s qn'il nmnqua de vin, 
En voild. la preuve soudain. 

I Porto. 
K Maclere sec. 

A Ean Salntaire [six bottles]. 
B Vin cle 111 Cote [two bottles]. 
C De Lavanx [two bottles]. 
D Petssan [two bottles]. 

L Malvoisie de Madbre. 
M Pn,kares. 

E Hourgogne [2 bottles]. N Cherez (Sherry). 
P Tokai F Beaujolais. 

G Cute Roti. 
H St. George. 

Q Cap. 
11. En,u de F11millc. 

Pour vous il est mieux on peinture 
Quc d':woir ete pris en nature. 

La tete et l'estomac 
Ne s'on tronvcront pas a crac. 

Bridel at Got.ha writes to Deyverdun at Lansanne, late 111 

1786, concerning ' Caroline.' 
' . . . You will learn with pleasure that " Caroline" has pro­

duced the greatest sensation here. . . . I am even assured that 
a German translation will shortly appear, but I do not know 
where or by whom it will be made. There is something more : 
the engravings for the Almanach c1e Gotha for the year 1787 
will be taken from it; that will prove to you its success .... 
For a long time past nothing worthy of notice, or what is new 
in literature, has appeared in Germany. [Moses] Mendelssohn is 
dead ; Wieland is in bis decline; Goethe, by becoming a minister, 
has set aside the author; nearly all our great men of genius 
are worn out, and the German Parnassus is only peopled with 
invalids .... As soon as the Duke has built the observatory, 
everyone will become an astronomer or an algebraist. . . . 
The Duke of Gotha is at present in England assisting at the 
famous observations of the celebrated Herschel, who has taken 
it into his head to discover a new sky. I am tolc1 that Mme. 
de Montolieu is at work on another romance. When one has 
made such a beginning as she has, it is well to remain on the 
scene and not allow the public enthusiasm to cool. Lausanne 
will become for literature what Geneva is for science.' 

The following lines are Gibbon's tribut.e to Mme. de 
Jl,fontolieu, written in his own hand on t.he back of one of his 

VOT •. II. G G 
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library catalogue carcls, presented to me by :M. vViHiam cle 
Cha.rri~re de 6very : 

De l' An.glois ' C1w:oline ' n fi. e le sufira.ge; 
On lo. lit, on IJ\ ohante, on grave son imago ; 
Bn fln me revoiei do.ns ce charmcrn.t s 'jotu·. 
J•ose vous presenter cea fruits de lent· n.n1our. 
Admirer vos to.lens, votrc aimo.ble genie, 
Lea soins qua vous cloilez, et que v us renu 'rhalie I 
Oui I pour c:ha.rmei· tolljoru·s, vous u'avez qu'il vouloi1·: 
Ecl'i-vez le mu.tin, et j ouis-nous le soir. 

In a fragment of an undated letter, w1ltten by Mme. de 
Cl·ousaz to George Deyverdun, she speaks ol' h.erse1f n.s 'l' hu.lie­
probably a chn.ructer in one of the plnys in which she took p:.irt; 
with him ancl other friends. 

The Baroness de ~fontolieu, who was bol'n at Lauaanne iu 
1751, died there December 29, l83_. 

In l879 I visited her old country resic1en e ut B ussigny. 
F1•om ·the railway station I directed my st ps due norlili towards 
:i.n eminence on which stands t he Church, embow red in t1·ees, 
and passed it us its chimes rang out the hour. On the rigl1t is 
t.he residence of M. Chitrles Gi·enier, formerly the sef).t of the 
B11.1•on de Polier, cousin of Mme. c.le Montolien; and a little 
fo1·ther on the to.ll building, occupied to-day by peasants, in 
which lived the Miles. <le Polier. Th house of Mm . de 
Montolieu now uppea.rs c v r d with vioea Hind StuTounded 
with trees, having o. garden :md shrnbbery b tw en it n.llll th 
road. The house itself is two storeys in height, with a thiru 
unaer the high roof. I had brought with me a sketch of Mme. 
J e ontolieu' salon, 1ltawu by ' n 1·al Baron Du }>ont many 
years before h is deatb. 1 I found her favourite col'llel' wher be1· 
wri ting-table wus installed, betwe n o. windO\V commanding ::i. 

view to the s nth, inclu1lirig t h r.hurch the lnke, and the 
mountains of Sav • ; a.nd an other wind >W looking ont upoll th 
garden, with a g limpse of the village street t ltrongh the green 

• Giveu to me by Mme. Oonstn.ntin renier, who shnwed me, nf. Ln. G1•otte, 
a book conta.Jning mn.ny interesting engl'1wing$ of vlows in the nc.ighbonl'hooJ 
of Ln.usn.nne. Am,ong them was one entitled 'Bu ~igny . Maison de Cn.mpu.gn 
d11 Mu.dame ln. ;B11ronne c111 Mont.o lieu,' whorti ·be clultela.i.ne is repr sented 
sitting on n. terr1toed balcony, nnd looking nt the l>ooutirul view of bbe count1·y. 
A glimpse lli oanght or the fake to the loft , or rnthel' behind her. •rhe lithograph 
is y 'Flnglemnn & l . 
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leaves and branch s 'r'' .J. • . , . i1e w•a.wmg l'OO h 
cnt lDto three !Jiecea n d ~T. • - .m' OWeve1·1 bns b l1 

11 > ••11 w:ie port1011 t d 'b sma s1ee1Jin<>'-room 111 J J lls esc!'l ed is now a 
wJ10 died ag a 86. .Afte11·eh10 11sae Wahs .bought by 1\rue. Le Blanc. 
It . er eat it W'.LS old t. ~ .r ' is now the pro11erty of D 11 ,r . ' s iO u;i., f ei·cier. 

· · · r. -11'.1.0lllller and t th · 
m1t was occupied by sever <> ! fl ' 'r a ' time of nm 
t;J A ,. 1cro·s a re&· t • i.e .o.lttumn llll1lloou>'res of th ,_, . o i.inen. engag. d iu 

M r.1 .1 e i;JWl.Ss army 
• . i!Jm1 e c1e Oro~sa~ nepJ'e f ,,. . . 

. th. ' • w o J.ll'!e de M tol · up Ill 1s honse '.l'l e . · · on le"Q g1·e1v 
· 1 1 e is an e:x:ceJI b d . ' 

from wliich one also sees tb l k en gar eu in th rea r 
· h . e 11 e a11d tlie snrili ' 

Vlnes, . igb.f:S ana VaIJ ys. li'rom • . . ng WOods l:llld 

~r at; garrets the athedral of L tlie east \VlJldows in the 
fllX kilom tres away. 11.llsanne looms into view, 

From an ampJ gall •ry on the s . . 
hous I b h !d th . cond l:loor ill tJ1 e. rear of tl 

e sun throwm' •ta 1 ie 
south on one of the towel's of the g h ~ ast .golnen rnys to the 
sou~h-w St on tbe g1•e.,t t . of. ateau ol Echa.nden.s j to tl1a 

.-. ower o t he Ol" .. 
n nl' r on th CJ1"te f .. - te1.\u of V1tffieJtS . 

' i1 au o t . a h . . . . ' 
OMte.."to o.fVuille.rens. and b d p oun, rro t l1e \Yest, on the 

h .1 ' yon , on th hat . {' p . w r .e to the norbb-we~4' 1·n fi h au o amp1gny 
,,. "V1 IU weat l' ·1; ·11 I 

of OossonJ.l.y. ' 1 ' 1 nm 'B bhe Oh1it 11.11 

One easily understands th t h 
· a sue surrou l. d 

an Interpret.er, and that M d j) .nc mgs emanded 
chosen. · ·me. e .r fontoheu was naturally 

'.!.'he Bnroness was a lov·"· of . 
1 "" rnre b1n1 d · t lere was a fine avi· . · •b . · s, mi m l1er time 

. azy in ~ gard n 1 f' • · 
the right on enterin()' It n J ont of the house t;o 

o· ·' was sun11ounted h , . ild ' 
cock. A port.ion remains ll"" t' • L •-11 ) a. g cl weathet·-1,1 , "'• lJ:ll.e S!KL J es. 

,, . l <~n 'l nt chul'ch whfoh she introduced i . . , 
iSuisse.~, Jorrnerly stood •tt.: ._ .· ·J· nto hei Olu;,le<wx 
b t . Wt •J.illl s1g it to the west f B . 

n · · veu 1h; ruins hud d. d o uss1"'ny -
,, , J<:;i,ppcare before h . } · 'tl "" ' 

Cu1medolle (1769-1833) . , .. l e1 ill l. 
' . -. , . 18 sa1ei to have pa 'tl .· . . 

poem Le Cremfl de I'Hom1u ' t 1~ . l y wutten lus 
E. 'd . e a )llssigny H'th 

geworth came to 1r 1 . • · · I er also Mi;;s 
l\fontolieu. ma e t le uc11ua111tauce of Mrne. de 

lrh rn Sh anci 11t pa.i·• t· B · . 
T . IJ f) ll t!S IO'Uy 1$ JI d I 

his fief b · Ionrred to the Polier fa~iJ ~ 1 t.. ·tei·mnin. 
f 1'1'lterly to th ;sh ,r • · y, wlncll gave its ua.n1 e pa11 . :i.. Poli r de t, Gem . (17 
uncle ol' ![111 d fo 1 1. 1. man 0.5-J 707' 

. n ' 1 ·o, iv d ne..'i'.t to I,n ' . t·t • , J. 
:r10 1n the 
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house now (1879) occupied by M. Auguste Greni,er.1 He 
married Mlle. Hardy, whose sister had married General Grenier; 
and M. Polier having no children left his house to the 
Greniers. 

Mme. de Montolieu had a brother, M. Henri Polier de 
V rnand (1754-1821), Irefect; of the Leman in 1799, an 
xtremely amiable man. He marri d .M.11 . Soph ie cle L ys, 

and th ir son, governor of Prince ·ustrivus Wass., was create 1 a 
'cunt by the favour of the Queen f Sweden. Tbe r foots 

youngest daughl;er malTi d Baron H. de Blonay, and r1i · d at 
LauSll.nn i.o. 1865 (see also I., p . 1i7t.li) ; while another cl.llughter, 
Louise, wn.s tL. mother of IDL A U.den an.Cl Victor de Constnnt 
cle R b cque, t.h fo1•mer of whom died in 1876. 

Mm . de Montolieu lltl.d another brother, Charles, who lived 
aml died in England; and a younger sister, well known in the 
literary world of Lauso.nn , who di din 1839.2 

In 1879 the de I olier papers were in the pOS.'lession of 
Mme. Max de Polier, nee Countess de ~ ppelin, at St;uttgro:t. 
Her brother-in-law, Adolphe de oli J', m t the ountess 
Schouvaloff at Lausanne, anu they wei·e married in 1821 
or 1823. 

CHAP'l'ER OXL VII 

DmYVERDUN, in urging Gibbon to take up his residence once more 
nt Lo.uso;o.ne, has already given us a certain number of choice 
names who were to be in th ir il1timn.tE1 circle. In addition to 
thes , however, I append an ancient list of the subscribers to 
the i\ssemhly balls, who constituted the society of Lausanne a 
sbo1·t time before ·ibhon's an ival. 

' Sold to the State at the same time as La Grotte, and pulled down in 
nms. 

2 Informahion "fu1;nishcd to the author by Mme. r~ouill Grenior, Ootoher 24, 
189'1 who de.rived it from Mme. Monod, grnn<l -tlaughler of Mme. H. de 
Blon~y; and MS. geuealogy lJy Baron Victor (le Coustlldlt de Rebeoqne, in the 
11uLhor's poaaession. 
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NOMS DES MEMBRES DE CETTE ASSEMBL~E 

(In the 1Jossession of Emmi Victor de Constant de Rebecq_uc) 

DAMES 

Drn~1c1'RWEs 

1. Mac1mne van Berchem. 
2. Mlle. cle Rochefort. 
3. Madame Crousaz Corsier. 

5. Madame la D:i.illive Jenner. 
6. llfoclame la Bonrgmaistre Polier 

de St. Germain. 
7. Madame lu. Bu.ronne de Freis­

heim. 
8. Mo,dame de Saussure Collet. 
9. Madame Blariniere. 

10. Mlle. de l\font-ltond. 
11. Madame de Cha,mlieu, nee 

Mont-Roncl. 
12. l\!fadame la Comtesse de N a.ssa.u, 

nee Clmm1ieu. 
13. Mlle. Pauline tle Chanclieu. 
14. Mlle. l'olier de Chavannes 

(l'ainile) 
15. Mlle. Polier de St. Germain. 
16. Mad:i,me de Mezery (l'Ecuyere). 
17. Mlle. Cazenave (l'ainee). 
18. Mlle. Cazenave (la cadette). 
19. Mitcfarne de Moutagny, nee 

ltosset. 
20. Mailamo Constant, nee de 

Su.ussure. 
21. Madu.me de Crousu.z (l' Anglaise). 
2~. Mlle. tle Crousaz (l'Anglaise). 
23. Mlle. Sophie Rasset de Roche-

fort. 
24. Mlle. de Bethuzy. 
25. Mlle. Susette ltosset (la cu.-

dette ). 
26. Madame la Professeuse de Dons. 
27. Mlle. de Dons (l'aince). 
28. Mlle. Fanchette Seigneux (la 

cadette). 
29. Mlle. Cu.therine Crous11z. 
iJO. Mlle.. de Middes. 
31. i\llle. d' Aulbonne. 

4. Mlle. Polier de Chavannes (la 
caclette) 

32. Mu.c1ame la l\!farriuise de Langa-
lerie. 

33. Ma.dame Roell. 
34. l\fad11me de Crousaz de Sepey. 
85. Mu.du.me de Mezery d'Albenas. 
36. Macfame Seigneux, nee Gau-

dard. 
37. Mu.dame de Corsier, nee Langa-

lerie. 
38. Mlle. cle Villardin. 
39. Mlle. Frcymond. 
40. Mlle. Doxu.t. 
41. llfatlmne Tissot l::i. Profes::;ense. 
42. Mlle. Susette Porta c1 'Apples. 
48. Mu.dame Meyn de Sponbroeck. 
44. Mlle. Constant d'Hermenches. 
45. Mlle. IslLbelle do SausslU'e. 
4G. Madame Dorges. 
4'7. Mlle. HemietLe Secretan. 
48. Mlle. Hemiette Seignem:: 

(l'11in:\e). 
49. Mlle. do Bresson117. (l'u.inee). 
50. 111lle. de Bresso1rnz (la. caclette). 
51. Mlle. Lisette d'Apples, fille de 

fen Professeur. 
52. Mlle. Manon d'Apples. 
53. Ma,fame de Corcelles. 
54. Mu.dmne de Charriere, nee 

B11vois. 
55. Madame de St. Cierge, Baronne 

de Bercher. 
5G. lVIatlame de Se1rnrcl01is, 1.iee 

Gingins. · .. · · ·. · 

57. Madame de Mciritolieu, ~iee ·de. 
Sullens. '' 

58. Mlle. de Sullens. 
59. Mlle. de Gingins. 
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60. Mlle. de Corsior. 66. JYfadame d' Aruffens, nt!c Tschar-
61. Mlle. Rose Seigneux. ner. 
62. Mlle. Marianne Mnriset. 67. Madame Tissot, nee Le Clair. 
03. l\faclame Mingard. 68. Madame Polier de St. Germain, 
U4. l\fadmnc de Saussure, nee de nee Hardy. 

Eons. 69. Madame la Baronne de Poli!-
65. 1fachtme de Severy, nee Chttn- nitz. 

clicu. 

HOi\OHAIHES 

DIRECTEUWl 

1. .M. <le Uron8;{z l'Angbis, Colonel. 
2. M. Lie MonL-ru11d, Colonel. 

G. l\f. J enncr, Daillif de Lausanne. 
G. JvI. Polier de St. Germain, 

Donrg1 uai s Lre. 
7. M. van Berchem. 
8. i\:L Blu,r111icre. 
a. M. lksHct cle llochcfort (aneicn 

10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 

14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 

18. 
19. 
20. 

Domsier). 
l\I. de Clrnmlien, Colonel. 
M. de l\It\zcry, Eeuyer. 
M.de l\fontagny (l'a1no), Major. 
JII. Constant de Rebeer1uc, C:i.pi-

taine. 
M. 'fissot, Lieutenant-Colonel. 
l\L RoRset Constant, Capitaiuc. 
M. d'llkns, Eoursier. 
M. tl'Aulbonne, M11rochal de 

Camp. 
M. le Marquis do Lnngaleric. 
M. Porta, Capit11ine de Dmgons. 
M. Cobbe. 

21. M. Gonin. 
22. M. Halle. 
28. l\i. Roell. 
:H. JII. de Mezery, Co11seiller. 
25. ?II. Fonlqniei-. 
26. M. Seigneux, l\fajor en Pie-

mont. 
27. M. d'Arnffens. 
28. i\:L cle Me,~ery, fils. 
29. M. de Cronsaz, ci-dcvant Oflicier 

en Saxe . 

... . 

3. M. cle Snussure Cullcit, Boursior. 
4. M. de Midues, Brigadier. 

30. M. de Montagny, le ea.dot, Mador 
de Dcpartement. 

31. M. de Corsier. 
32. M. de Luys cle Vilbrdin, Offi. 

cier aux Gardes Suisses en 
France. 

0;). 1'f. Tissot, l)l'ofesscur. 
31. Iii. Des Huines, l\Iajor-Ingu-

nienr. 
35. M. Benjamin Rasset. 
36. M. Meyn cle Sponbroeck. 
f3'7. M. Constant d'Hermenclwe, 

Brigadier. 
38. M. Crousaz, Capit11inc en Hol­

lam1e. 
39. M. le Baron de Coppen. 
40. M. Dorges, M~jor de DeparLe­

ment. 
41. M. Constant, Lientenant-

Colonel en Hollande. 
42. M. Polier de Corcelles. 
43. M. Ch11rriere, Major 11u Regi­

ment de Kalhermlttten. 
44. M. de St. Cierge, Baron de 

Bernhcr. 
45. M. de Scnarclcns de Wufllens. 
46. l\I. de 1Iontolieu, Colonel. 
47. M. de Crousa,z, Colonel en 

France. 
18. III. de S11nssm·e do Dons. 
49. M. do BoLWll611G1 Conueillor. 

'I' 
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50. M. le Chevalier de Langalerie. 54. M. Polier de St. Germn,in, 
51. M. Comte de Bioby. Officier aux Gardes Suisscs 
52. M. de Saussure, Juge. en France. 
53. M. de Severy. 55. M. le Baron de Poelnitz. 

'l'o the foregoing I join a list of :Members of the Assembly in 
1700, from the original belonging to M. William de Charriere 
de Severy of Mex. The information contained in the notes 
which I have annexed was derived by ine from the Seignior of 
:Mex, fi·om the late Mme. Bacon de Seigneux (born in 1803), 
11,nd from the late M. Frossard de Saugy (born in 1701). 

NOMS DES 1\:1EMBRES DE CETTE ASSEMBLEE 

DAMES 

Drn.ECTRICES 

1. Madame de Saussure Collet. [Of Vernand-dessns, on the route to 
Echallens-an ancient Maison Forte, with a tower.] 

2. Madame de la Pottrie. [Of La Pn,lucl.J 
U. Madame de Polier de Dottens. [Of 28 Hue de Bourg.] 
4. Madame Constant de Rebecque. [Resiclence in the Rue <le Bonrg, 

now that of M. Henri de Constant, next to th 1 de Loys.J 
5. Madame la Baronne d'Erlach. [Wife of the Bernese Biiiliff of 

Lausanne, resided at the Chateau.J 
6. l\fodame Tissot. [Of lVIonrion.] 
7. Madame de Loys de Clmnclieu. [Lived in the de Loys house, Rue 

de Bourg.] 
8. Madame Glaire. [M. Glaire lived in the Rue dn Grand Chene, where 

M . Bugnion's offices now are. He was reader to the last King of 
Poland. Their daughter, a most graceful dancer, married M. do 
Lerber, of Berne.] 

9. Mlle. de Bressonnaz l'ainee. [The de Cerjats were Seigniors of 
Bressonnaz, near Mouclon and Herrnenches.J 

10. Mlle. de Bressonnaz la cadette. 
11. Madame de Ceijat . 
12. Mlle. de Ceijat l'ainee. 
13. Mttclame cle 8every. [ Chitten,u of i\Iex, mid Hue de Domg. J 
14. Madame Weston. [The vVestons were English. Mr. Weston was 

an ancestor of the Bergier family. l\L de Ccrjat and M. de 
Crousn,z each nmrried a 'Veston. It was to l\fr. Weston t,hat 
Gibbon wrote the letter I hiive pdntetl on the death of l\frs. 
Weston.] 

15. Madame Meyn de Vennes. [Dut.ch, Grantlmother of M. H enri de 
Crousaz, who still lives.a~ Ve;1~es, and1()f M. Emile de Crousn.z.] 

16. l\facln.me lfarcly. [Dutch. 'l'l~is family .intel'limrriecl with the roliern 
and the Greniers.] ·' 
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17. Mlle. Manon d'Apples. [See 31.] 
18. Madame de Biollay. [Extinct.] 
ltl. Mlle. Bergier d'Illens l'ainee. [Of the family so frer11rnntly mentioned 

in Gibbon's Memoirs. They eventually fell into poverty and be­
came extinct in the person of Mlle. Eergier, dressmaker. M. de 
Montet says there is a genealogy of this family;\ not noble, but of 
the lumte bom·gcoisie. It was noble.] 

20. Mlle. Bergier d'Illens la seconds. 
21. l'.fadttme Vullyamoz Burnand. [Of Moudon.] 
22. Mlle. Elizabeth de Cerjat. 
23. Mlle. de Severy. 
24. Madame 1leWi:u1lwyok. [_Extinct. The family was originally named 

Forestier, tmd came fr m 1illy; they took the name of Waalwyck 
ft·om a pro,porty iu Hollam1.J 

25. Mo.clrune Rosseb :i.r.enovo. [A wonmn of great esprit. Hor sister 
was Mlle. Ca>1enove d' Arlons (28) ; they were nees Cazenave. The 
family seat was formerly near the present Insane Hospital, ancl 
wns veo oceupietl for 1H>me f;im by tJ..ie 811E exiof.cmdtlllt. '.!'he 
l't\ZCJlOVOS '\'I t'e oriuinaJly from JJyons. M a.ilo.me (l'Alb nns, o.b 

ill11mom, wn.s tile mof.l.ier of f.h la t Hosse of Lunsanuu.] 
2G. Mu.damti Oruttenclon. [An oltl English ludy who ha11. Corsotton Eug­

lish tmrl uevor ltmtnod French.] 
27. Mlle. Crnttendon la secomle. 
28. Macli1mo Ca11,enove d'Arlens. [M. Cazenave lives near Prangins. 

Madame Cazenave was the daughter of Baron David de Constant 
d'Hermenches, and the aunt of M. Victor de Constant. M. Fros­
Rtml cl Smlgy knew Iler and her dlmghter, Mu.c1a.me de ott1Jns. 
Mnc1u.mo :i11enove's gl'tw l-cl111.JgltLexs at Mlle. d oLtcms (11.t 
Lrn1S£11llle), Madrune Alienclop and Madame c1e 1"riedrioh.] 

20. 1:1iclt1Jlle de Sll.1U11Jt11·e Mer ier. [EX.iats o.t L1111an.uue.] 
30. Mlle. Roell. [Of a Dnf.oh Cnmily. She wo.s very ugly and vory l'ich, 

mnr1·iecl ).\1. Aubai:jon.ois, cmc1 lived in the house opposite the 
l~n.lcon, now iuhr~bi Lecl by the de Sn.ussure family. See 111. Anbor­
jonoi11, n.t Be111u Site.] 

01. 1\<foJ.11111 Dapples Gn.ulia. fWife of r. and Comptroller d' Am;1let1, 
the o.rlopted nephe-w of Dr. 'l'iasot, vho oompletecl the builclil1g of 
Beo.u Sejom· hegim by his brother, M. Charles cl'Applns Schull, 
· ibbon's banker, who mo;rri · d the firsL cousin of I'. Scholl., awl 

lost his fortune. .Uenu Sej0111' WllS lioughL in 1780 by M. t.einor 
r1 Wint i:Lhnr, greab-gm urlfo.ther of ~ . H onri Dapplos of Grmoa. 
t ru'tcrwai·ds beMl!le Lit proporty of M. Nneff, then of the 'erd o 

Be11n Sejonr. 'fhc Polish poet, Adam Mi9kiewicz, Professor of 
Liil;in Literature at the Academy of Lausanne, and later of Slavonic 
Literature in the College of France, lodged there in 1840.J 

32. Madmne Pichard. [Ancestor of the engineer who built the Grand 
Pont.] 

33. Mlle. Salckly l'U:111ee. [M:. de Montet spells the name Salchli. H er 

. I 
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rnother wits tt <le SLtUS8Ul'C; her father a Eerncsc pastor. Her 
mother's J oumal, filled with interesting socbl facts, was published 
by her daughter. 

34. Mlle. Porta, iHle <le M. l'Assesseur. [D11Ughter of Samuel Porta 
(1716-1790).J 

35. Mlle. de St. Saphorin. [Family de Metral, of llforges.J 
06. Madame la Baronne de Bercher. [Fu.mily de ~:faussnre.J 
07. Mlle. de St. Cierge l'ainee. 

38. Milo. de St. Ciorge la seconde. [Neas de Saussm·e, daughters of 
Madmne de Stinssure, Ba.roness de Derch0r. St. Cierge was a Jlof 
noble, and contained a ChtHeau near l!:clrnllens.] 

39. Madame la Baron11e de Montolieu. [Nee Polier de Eottens.J 
40. Mlle. Jeannette de Bot tens. [Sister of the Baroness de Montolieu.J 
41. Mlle. Bourgeois l'ainee. [Not of the Yverdon family.] · 
42. Madame Porta Collet. [Collet family now extinct.] 
43. Madame la Comtesse de Cattrnlan. [An emigree. Her husband 

(wlrnse silhouette was made by M. de Seigneux) was tt tremendous 
talker; when drinking at dinner, he hacl the habit of waving his 
hand to impose silence, until he could recommence his discourse.] 

4·1. Macl11me la Baronne d'Helfriecl. 
45. Mlle. la Baronne d'Helfriecl. 
46. l\foclame Cazenove. 
47. Mlle. Mimi Ca~enove. 

48. Mlle. Hemiette Cn.zenove. [For information write to M. Fer11mul 
d'Albis, at Jouxtens, nen.r Misny.J 

49. Mlle. do Montn.guy Rosset. ['l'he tombs of the Rosset family are in 
the Church of St. Fmncis.J 

50. Mlle. Crousaz Corsier. [Proprietor of the Ch!iteau of Lutry.] 

HONORAIRES 

51. Madame de Salis. [Of the Canton of Grisons. Colonel de Salis lives 
at Colombier.] 

52. Mlle. de Salis, 
53. Mlle. de Salis. 
54. Madll.me Vnllyamoz Dergier. 
55. Mlle. cle Prola.z. [Of the Crousaz family.] 
56. Madame Schiill. 

57. Mlle. de Luternau. [Farnily of Berne, relative of the de Poliern.J 
58. Mlle. Moutach. [Fttmily of Berne, connected with the de Mulinuns.] 
5(). Mlle. <le Su.lis. 

11'.lESSIEUHS 

DnmUTEurts 

1. M. do Mont-rond, Colonel. [French family now extinct. He lived 
in the Uno d'Etm:o.J 

2. III. de ::laussure Collet, consoiller et boursier. [Ruinocl. Sold thuir 
relics a!Hl llfSS.J ·"''· •"'' ::;· :···" . '"·. : 

... ; .. ., ,,. 
I ,fa \ 

.., ......... 
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3. J\I. de Loys de Correvon. 
4. M. de Crousaz, Colonel en France. 
5. M. de Cerjat, Directeur pour Messieurs les Etrangers. 
6. M. le Baron d'Erlach, de Spietz. 
7. M. de Crousaz l'Anglois, Colonel. 
8. M. Tissot, professeur. 
9. M. de Corcelles, Assesseur Bn.illival. [M. do Cho.ndieu, or Gaudard 

de Corcelles. J 
10. l\L de Loys de Middes, Brigadier. 
11. llf. de Severy, Conseiller prive du LtLm1grave de Hesse. 
12. ]l,fr. Weston. 
13. M. de Croneaz, conseiller. 
14. M. de Montolieu, Colonel. 
15. M. de Montagny le cadet, Major de Departement. 
16. M. de Cazcnove d'Arlens, Capit. d'hnssards en France. 
17. M. de Sn.nssure, Daron de Bercher, 
18. l\f. Marc d'Apples. 
19. Mr. Hardy. 
20. M. de Saussure, Juge. 
21. M. de Saussnre de llforrens. 
22. l\L Meyn de Vennes, Ce.pit. de Dragons. 
23. M. Polier de Battens. 
24. M. des Ruvynes, Colonel d'Ingenieurs. [English.] 
25. M. de St. Sn.phorin. 
26. M. de Montitgny, Colonel. 
27. M. Muller de la Mothe. [Married l\nle. ron11az, of LnLry.l 
28. M. VernMe. [Genevois, fviend of Pt•of. o.vid Levo.de.] 
20. M. de Falkenschiold. [ImpHca.toil in the affair of Queen Matilda, 

sister of George III. of Engln.nd n.nd Queen of hriBLi1~n VII. of 
Denmark, condemned to imprisonment for life in the CaRtle of 
Zelle. He lived in the Rue d'Etraz, where M. de Crousaz resided, 
and was a friend of Gibbon.] 

30. M. Cerjat, Cornette. 
31. M. Gibbon. 
32. M. le Baron de Kooppen. 
33. M. de Waalwyck. 
34. M. Rasset Cazenave. 
35. M. Frederick CazenoYe. 
36. M. de Loys de Chm1l1ien. 
37. M. Comte de Biollay. [Comte is here not a title, but tho family 

name.] 
38. M. Cruttenden. 
39. M. Bergier, Ecnyer. 
40. M. de Sanssure Mercier. 
41. M. Roell. 
42. M. ue St. Cierge fik 
43. M. de Loys, Capitaine mlX Gtm1es SniHses en Frnncc. 
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45[} 44. l\J. de Severy fils. 

45. M. Theodore Porta. 

4o. M. cl'~uifens. [Family of Metra1.] 

47. M. Leuinb:e, Colonel en France. l1<' ami1y of Franche-Comte, extinct.] 48, M. Doxa.i, apibain.e. 
4(), 1\1, Tln.fre, 

50. M. d'Albenas fils. [Of Montpellier, where there ia m1 Aloenas f>trert .. 
It was an excomnnmicateu follliJy of T.llLnJ.pwdoc, where t·ho 
original family still remains <11. t,holic cmr! hrui the title 0J' l\lf1,i,rqu.is. 
('.L'he onst.aut fn.rru [y Wtti! 111~0 1~U10Ji o hi li'n1nce.) l\I1.aln,1110 <l'Alhenn.s lives 11ot Villnrnont.J 

51. llf. I Comte de Ontucln.n. 
52. lll'. 1le '.l.'1weI. (Elffacecl.J 
ti8. M. d'Ablezoir l'niuo. 
M. M. d'Ablezoff le second. 

55. M. de Treytorrens. [~fadnme de J_,oys, Rue de Eou!'g, 1s a descendant.] 
56. M. de la Pottrie, 

57. M. de Dl'enfos, o:IJ:ioiet· au. Service tle •1·11.nco. [176 179 , youngest 
son Of M. CltweJ de Ill'enI s, th.e fntmms jm•iaconsnlt.J 

58. l\I. Seignel!x, Just icie.r. [One of the de Sejll'nenx married 1t Germn,n 
conncess, wl.10, like a •ood Ge.rman honse1ccepei:, ~bought bhnli Nl e 
wou \£1 eoonomi.$e by tnn.k:ing IJ.te IiltUily pm•tntitll of the cle ~eii;noux 
inbo d11at.ci:s. 'l'hia so mnoh <1111g11i;tied one o( ~he family thr\t When 
she died site ordEU·eu Lb po11tro.ib of her p1wt.ner to ue budoit wHh 
her, 1 st, ib should be ptofanecl in n sim.ila,r mannor.J 

59. l\I. •le no1111, officie1· en Holfoncfo. [Extinct at La11Mnne etiU exists in Valnis.J 

60. M. le Due cle Valentinois. 
JIONORAIRES 

61. M. le Comte de '.L'ornielly. 
6~. Mr. Saunders. 

68. Mr. Sawbri<lge. [WJ10 was introduced to Gibbon and Dcyvcrdun by 
Mr. Alexander Hume, August 14, 1788.J 

64, M. Woodvard, 
65. Mr. Dawldns. 
66. Mr. P enrose. 

67. M. 1e Vicomte de le Baume. 
68. JI.I. Beccadelly. 

69, llI. le Docteur Vullya1110<1. 
70. l\I. Schull. 
7.1. M. Ilergier d'Illens. 
72. i'

1
l. 11irrnrd, Oft~• en .F'rnnce. 

78. M. l:foigneux, ofl"r en France. 
7'1. , f. Quirin Onz hove, 11iofor n !o'mnce. 
7r;. M. le Lieut nant.Colonel cle .Poli l'. 

76. i\f. le 'apitai11 de '.Niiiliaum:m. 
77. l\!. C1·o wm·· de Pnm0 , Offioior OJJ iiollandv . 

..... . ~· :· . 
·.;:· .. · .. 
"• 

o ' L .. . , 
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'ro these I ac1d the subscribers to the Assembly in 1793, the 
year before Gibbon's death. 'l'his list contains some names nut 
embraced in the former, and these three documents give a clear 
idea of the society in which Gibbon and Deyverdun moved. 

NOMS DES MEMBRES DE CETTE ASSEMBLEE 
[From the original in the Author's possession] 

M. DE I3UREN, SEIGNEUR BAILLII!' DI~ LAUSANNE l 

MESSrnURS. 

1. l'olier de St. Germain, ancien 
l3onrgmaistre, Directeur. 

2. de Loys U.e Midues, Brigauier, 
Directcur. 

3. De Crousaz, Colonel, Directeur. 
4. L e Colonel de Montagny, 

Directeur. 
15. Hardy, Tresorier. 
G. De Sanssure, Baron de Bercher. 
7. Tissot, Professeur. 
8. l'olier de Corcelles, Lieutetrnnt­

Baillival et Colonel. 
£1. Constant, Major en Hollande. 

10. Cronsaz de Corsy. 
11. De Montolieu, Colonel. 
12. Roell. 
10. de Saussure, Bonrgmaistre. 
14. de Saussnre, ancien Chatelain 

de Chapitre. 
115. des Rllvynes, Lieutenant. 

Colonel d'Ingenieurs. 
lG. Polier Hardy. 
17. tle Mont-rond, Colonel. 
18. Tissot, Lieutenant-Colonel. 
Hl. de Sanssnre de Morrcns. 
20. de Molin ile Montagny, Colonel. 
21. de Loys, d'Orzens. 
22. Meyn de Vennes, Capittiine cle 

Drrigon~ . 

23. de Crousaz de l\fozcry, Con. 
seil!er. 

24. Comte, de Biolley. 
25. de Mestrnl, de St. Saphorin. 

26. De St. Germain. 
27. de L an g11lerie . 
28. de Mestral, d'Arnffens. 
29. cle Saussure, Uon8ciller et 

Lieutenant-Colon el. 
30. de Crousaz, Bmrneret. 
31. Polier de Ba ttens, Conseiller. 
32. Cazenove d'Arlens, Lieutenant-

Colonel. 
38. de Ce1jat. 
84. de Sen arclens de Graney. 
015. 13ergier de Wa.rcns, Banneret. 
36. Secretan, Contr6leur-Genfaal. 
07. de Saussuro Mercier. 
US. Weston. 
39. do Waalwyck. 
40. de Falckenskiolcl. 
41. Bergier d'lllen s. 
42. de Scigneux, Lieutona.nt-

Colonel. 
43. de L oys cle Chantlieu. 
44. Bourcrird. 
46. de St. Cierge. 
46. Doxat, Capitainc. 
47. Le Chevalier le l\foirc, Con-

seiller. 
48. Glaire. 
49. D 'Aprles Ga.ulis. 
150. de Bons, CttpiLttine. 
51. de Seigneux, Ju~ticfor. 
52. de la Potterie. 
153. de Severy. 
54. de Brenles. 

' He succeeded General Daron cl'Erlach, who aftcrwan1.J comnrnnt1etl the 
Dcrncsc army which resio~ctl the Fro. eh invasion in 17~8. 
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55. Mercier de Bettens 
56· de Illens de l3ossey

0 

57. Garvey. · 
58. Scholl, D.M. 
59. de Mestral.' 

60. Quirin Cazenove Lieutenant. 
Colonel. ' 

61. Henri Grand. 
62· Jules de Seigneux c ·t · 
63 , ap1 ame. 

· P aul Grand. 

68. Grand d'Ha.utoville. 
6fl. 1)orta Collet. 
70. Rilliet Huber. 
71· Le Comte Deodati. 
72. Le Gen eral d'H t -11 73 L an ev1 e. 

. e Colonel Saladin Fabry 
74. Mylord Coopei·. · 
75. Pictet de Jouxtent. 
76. Cazenave Rogier. 
77. De Villas Boissier e 

4Gl 

6!· d'Albenas de Sullens. 
60· de Crousaz Polier. 
66. D'AJ:'rolles, Gen~ilh01.mne Ang. 

lorn. [Of Swiss origin.] 

78. Arbnrthnot, Gentilh~mm A 
1 . e ng-ors. 

67. de Morsier, l'aine. 

79. Verdeil, D.M. 

80. Le Colonel de Crousaz. 

HoNORAIREs 

1. Le Colonel Pictet de Sergy.t 
~ 1~ 

3. 
4. 
G. 

6. 
7. 
8. 
£1. 

10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 

Iii. 
10. 
17. 
18. 
HJ. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 

Th Soci Ly at Lnusn.nna · 
cl voted 1;o pl . ""' in tile last centnry was <.!. 1 as1ue. .llive1·y evenin . . D.u11 e y 
n,nc1 SU]>per parties, dancin Jttr. . g l~ wm~r the.re were whist 
even extended t <-h g r, ties, pnvute tbeatrwala Wh· 

. . o •J e warm w aliher . d . . ist 
complammg in one of liis l tt I ' EJU we find D yverdun 

· e ers t mt l1e · t · d up m a hot room and th t h is u·e of beincr shut 
. ' ' a e must he c1 ° o~1 the parties in summer. DR , , ~c1.1se from Ollrr·ying 

his last days, when ill h lf·h ·h.vve.ldnn a i emadc was utt- I' <l in 
b T ea ' it :I desfa:o a · a i ity to enjoy the habits of a lifi . . ye m a measure ltis 

cards sent by Gibbo 'th . eLune. In all tJie packet of 
Severy which ·r saw in~8;~ t J~astmt llle~ges to Mm . de 

' . . a .. x, thel'e is inentiou of som 
This is followed in the ori ,in I 

other 'Honoraircs, whose name; at~ n~ ;fife ~pi~~es and figm·es for twenty.four 
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a dmner a w rnt. b ll a concert, a supper' . . ' . d. t 
amusement- a a , h ther with astomshmg rap1 i y. 
JJ'etes champ6tres followed eac. o to picnics and excursions. 

. d ys were given up . r 1 'l
'he long summer a 1 th' t years aao prese1' et . h' h a· ed out on y ir y b • 

'l'he ge11erat10ns w lC 1: . But since then a great change 
d carried out these trad1t10us. 'I'his may be traced to 

an . , . ,t , of Lausanne. · . a 
has come over the l)ocit. ) 'th Alexandre V1rn~t, an 
tl

1e reliaious revival that began tw1 d g·odly preachers have 
'° 1 t devou an . 

which a series of e oquen ' Th . now far greater attentron 
f d ere is a· S

treng·thened anc1 con u·me . h l' !!e Instead of spen mg 
1 of ome- 111 • • l iaid to th e quiet p easures b a the heads of families remam 

· · sement a roa , · t' g or every evenrng m amu . . h'lclren readina, mstruc m ' 
. h . ith their c i ' . 0 • eh in their own o.us~s w s Dancing has gone ve1y .mu 

amusing them m mnocent way . c1 o era are far less cultivated 
t Of fashion and the theatre an p love for the chase 

ou ' ' is still a strong · 
than formerly. There d a generous rivalry has been 
inherent in the best clas~es, a~'ch have become a national 
created in the various tws ;v 11 cl a class of unequalled 
. t1''·ution and which hftve eve ope ins L• ' • 

marksmen. . th favourite day for dinners, whist 
Formerly, Sunday W<LS e the higher classes, no 

bl. , Now among , . , 
pm·ties, and assem . ie,,. i. da or of going to the t.he01t1 e. 
one thinks of receivmg on th;:r :;ill cling to the old idea of 

'l'he lowel' orders, howe ' , 
l I 18 uf11lc,asme. J • , tl1o sovent 1 cay 01. ma (1111:., · 

CHAPTER CXL VIH 

. ted of som six or seVl'tt . . England ha l OUSlS . r l 1 
.rnooN s hbrm·y m d f which the most, ui; l1 am 
thousand v lam s, two th usan o 2 1784.:_the r ma.incler t.~tt.t'r 
l"·re renching Lau anu ' .li ru lLl'Y ·~ '! 1 "'·a :lemico.1 libr11ry of 
•• • f h:i h ist 1·y "" t 

t he c mpletion o s h' . . t•h +>ublic collectiona a h ll U R n IS OIY U, l' 

L•n,.uno co" '1 : l•o ooM•ionally d1·awu upon. I 
Berne aml n v~ ).eing \ 1:5 1785, which I fo und at .Jlli 

By 11-] tt ·r f ept !JI r , dvo er at B l'll , pre-
"",,;,, M. F. ' ,. ud my eh, ~''r .:~:l of Jili bouncil of' the ~00 

sents t o George ~e v U;~1~~ M. fa1· ar<l , first phy . ciar• of 11 n Lnm•nnnr, anri to . , 

VAUD, l!EHNE, AND ."A VOY 
4o3 

court of Hanover, 'an erudite and ~ witty man, muc11 respected 
in Germany.' He adds in a postscript: 'Present my homage 
to Mr. Gibbon and tell him that if he has need of any books in 
our library (at Berne), I will immediately send them to him.' 

In accordance with this promise he writes from Berne l;o 
George Deyvercluu ab Lausaun.e, Janll11ry 28, 1786: 

'I lend myself quite willingly to l1I1e petty deceit which 
the manag ing commi ttee of the library s well merits. I asked 
in my owu name foJ· the Fat ht1t' of the Church whom M. 
Gibbon wishes to tether. I will send it to you on Friday by 
the coach; but I beg M. Gibbon to take care of it auc1 t,o keep 
my secret. I abandon the saint to his criticisms; I would 
even put myself to little worry about the committee if I did 
not fear that its resentment might prevent me in futme from 
procuring other works of which lvl. Gibbon may liave need. 
Ji'or the moment I have only asked for this one, as Professor Ith, 
the present librarian, is about to leave his post, and each time 
the librarian is changed a revision of the library is made, when 
all the books lent are called in ; so that l\f. Gibbon will per­
haps be obliged to send me the " Reclleil des Benedictins" 
before he has been able to mak use of i t , Wlien tlrn veriBca­
tion is announced I will inform you; in the meantime 
Damascenus can be placed upon the frame. Even if I should 
be obliged to ask for the book before M. Gibbon lias finished his 
work upon this luminary of the Church it will not be for another eight or ten days.' 

He will probably go wit.Ii his wife to the J>ays de Vaud in 
the autumn, and will spend a week with M. de Corsy. He ron­
cludes by ofl'eriug hie homage to l\f. Gibbon. 

Again, Fe1J1·unry I, 178 7 : 

'It was only just t hat I should liaRten to execute yonr rom­
mission ill return fot' &he good news you give rnti tl1nt. the 
public will soon en.ioy j,J1e fruits of M. Gibbon's labour. J will 
send by coach to-morrow the three folio vohm1Pl':l which J haxe 
asked for at the library; I am recommended to tnlrn great eu1·e 
of them, as t w f t11 0 t hr arn very l'are. cliu not t !11.he1u 
that I \Vas going to inak IJiem t ravel ; L wev i ·, it will clo them 
good, fo1· th Jibrnl'i:in told me tl1ey w r s dome.'l ti at>d that 
!w dit1 not l'8Illenih r linving ,;een tlie1n lP:we t.h<'i r sh If'. Y<1n 
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will have the kindness to t::tke the packet from the coach on 
Monday. M. GilJbon can keep them without scnrple as long 
as he wishes; afterwards you will send them back to me by the 
same means, as it is the s!1.fest. Present at the s::i,me time, I 
pray you, my warmest homage to M. Gibbon. He must be as 
industrious as a bee to draw honey from the musty old books I 
send him, and must 1iave courage to put his nose into "In 
Bibliotheca magna Patrum." There is enough there to remove 
the sense of smell for six weeks from any man who lrns not as 

healthy and robnst a. nose as lu mself.' 
1 

Before leaving 1Ting1aud Gibl)on bad almost completed his 
fourth volume; nearly a. ye.."lJ' l uter he tool~ u11 11is work agtiin 
with renewed vigour, finishlng it in J uue 1784. In March 
of the following year h e informs Lord Sl1 ffie1d that he hopes 
to finish his History in the aut.umn of l 78G , and v[l,lues hi:=; 
manuscript at four thousand pounds. Early in 1787 he hac1 
misgivings as to tl1e time required to compl1:1te it, and frequently 
added his evenings to bis morningK, renouncing all recreation, 
contrn.ry to the absolute rule laid down in bis Memoirs : 'I have 

always closea my studies with the do,y.' 
It was at this time that. be wrote to Mme. de Severy tbe 

following (unpublished) note: 
' Let your frieudshi.1J excuse me, 1\.f.aC\ame, if I dec1i.ne your 

invit!1.tion to-day. I 1rnve spent the evening in my IJibrary. 
'l'he mornings are at present so short, n.nJ. I have so great a 
work to finish by next summer, tliat l sba11 be often obliged 
tl

1
is winter to have recourse to this -pbn. It wnR, indeed my 

) ' 

in 1tion t o go to your honse at the sntiver hour, but tl1e 
,-\go«ous we.the,. and a eu01 i i n of a cold frightened me. If 
i~ hf\a be u for t lle 1 1/~ 1 q·U£ I shoula have folt more reso1ntion' 

2 

ms fifth vol ume was comµleted 1\fay 1, 1786 ; the sixth 

and lo.sl., J une 2'7, 17 87 ; l\P.d t.he +.br e volnm s were ready to 

be placed b •for tli pu b1 ic in th l'oUowing .t\:pril. 
n Mn.y D, l 786 ho b~~a b.N1.rd fr m TJora Sheffield of the 

den.l:ib. of his n.uut., ~ilrs. ol'l n ; a,nd 11peaks with feeling of her 

1 I n :F1·encb. Tnl · ani\ t.1w 1ireoecling letter, found by the author i11 Lo. 
rotte ate fron1 the u11rmb1isbcd ollectiono of Mme. Const11ntin Grenier. 

·• •rb.is 1u1d al\ tho 1ettel"B of Gibbon to M. or Mme. <le Severy in thi~ work 
n.r f.ron1 th uu1w blished ollc.oLionfl of M. William de Ch11rril>re de S&very, 

of M x.. 'i'Jl origi.tia\J:; are in Fr~11c.h. 
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kindness, to wh· h l · 4CG 
lC ie owed l . fi 

thl'Ough early ills I ns rst education and g 'd O · u1 ance 

n the completion of h. ments for a journe to E lB work he began to make arran 
wrote to Mme d YS' ngland. While still at L ge-

' I · e mcy, Satmda . •=>nne he 
leave you without a y .mornmg, April 14 1787 . 

to England D th ppeal the mistress of fi ,· ' . . or e month of An t f . xmg my voyage 
period of next year ; and I O"iv gus o this year, or for the same 
my~e.lf to your decision. I: k you my word th11.t I will resi n 
pos1t10n and the h f you only to weigh th g . ' opes o Wilhelm d e nge, the 
you will never have occasion t an to reflect sel'ionsly if 
caused him to lose a whole o re~roach yourf.lelf with hnvin 
matter her year· He asks b · g 

;bb very c"'~ful oon,;J.,.tion. ' er ro g;ve the 

} . on h1 mself arrived in L rnvmg persuaded M , ondon August 7, 1787 
'l>effi Jd Pl me. de eve,y, writes to " . ' and 
J • ace, Oerobe" 21 1787. ' Ndhelm fi·om 

l l n n.nt journ. y and a calm ~o. . I hope that after a 
t~t my p11bHsh r's Elm l passage you will find tb ' •-
first c1ifilculti 'f s ey, who will do all he 18 nolA:l 

• • t"'S o your arr' I . an to level the 
s tgmor of Sheffield Pl iv? .m a 11.ew world. Th 
yo111" a q11a1' •·•·- ace, my mt1ma.te friend des' . . . e 

u uunce · nnd y .1 , ires to m k 
ahAt..u .befo" DxU:g yonr;~ t I repo~e eaverru d•ys at ~~ 
more smtable for the st d f n the ne1ghbo1U·hood in a h soo~ ad:ance with gian~ :t~psourAla-~guage, in \.vhich you owillu.~e 
await w th r 1 . , . 8 101' m • . I ive y impn.tience th l e, my dear friend I 
reahsmg in the e p. ensu.r of em br . ' rn . . county of8u.,ex th >I • acmg yon, and 

y pavilion at Lausanne Ad" l ans w]11 h we fiorm d . H · 1eu !' e tu 

e speaks of the pleasure he . . 
once more in Lord Sheffield' l'b experienced in finding him lf 

Althongh bis t.h<ee volu~e: :;''Y· . se 
of publication was 'd l d er prmted in April tl ~ 6ft fi t . eaye that it m' ht . . , ie (1ay 
T y- ,.. •nn1ver"")' (May 8 1788 N >g come>do with the 
M he double fe.shlval was oeleb.'.tea b' .8.) of my own bfr>hday 

r. Ca.dell's house . and I y a. oheerfu] litera.MT din . ele t ' eeemed ro bi h ., ner at 
gan compliment from M ll us while they read 

copy of these verses at the Oh 'tr. .a.yley .' I found an or· . a.nl a eau of Max be . . igma 
' To Lord SI • a.rmg the mscri ption 

•greo with m t'd"oldlho ~~ld•y, I~ "-" ' 
comfottn.ble d~oti·L~et!\at the immortality of the ::~e. (Mtay 10, 1786): 'I will . • is a some t" 

VOL. II. imes a very 

li H 
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< With Mr. Ondell's comp1imenti , and the following note by 
Wilhelm de Severy : < Received from Mr. Oadell, publifiher of 
Mr. Gibbon, on the occnsion of the publication of his book, 
May 8, his birthday, and or the dinner we had at Mr. Oadell's, 
where these lines were read.' 

Gibbon's fi·iend William Rayl y, author of 'Essay on 
History, in tlu·ee Epistles, to E. Gibbon, Esq.' (1780), writes 
(1793) to Nicol the publisher: 'I hope you esteem yrself 
very fortunate in having long conferences with Gibbon, for He 
poss sses the enchanting Talent of Conversation in the highest 
Degree.-You never mention'd to me, I believe, the project you 
allude to ; but as yon say it is an intel'esting child of yr own, 
for whose future existence you tremble, I shall be ever t•eady, 
and willing to give you my opinion on the subject, if it can be 
worth yr while to consult the sanguine spirit of a poet, aft r 
consultations with a much safer Guide-the cool Head of an 
Historlan. PerhtbpS it may, if you only want to be encourag'd; 

"Poets can hope, where men of Prose despair."' 1 

In a letter of Gibbon from Sheffield Place to Mme. de 
Severy, January 17, 1788, published in part in the Miscellaneous 
Works, he speaks of having made an excursion to London and 
Bath to see his step-mother, ' an aged lady whom I love and 
respect,' and of being again seized by his old enemy the gout, 
'which I thought I had drown d in Switzerland at the bottom 
of a bowl of milk.' He continues by giving a long account of 
Wilhelm and regrets the prospect of the latter's return to 
Lausanne at a moment when he would be competent through 
his l'"llowledge of English to accept any appointment that was 
offe1· d. Gibbon's 1 tter to Mme. de Severy, September 1, 1787, 
is also published in the Miscellaneous Works with omissions 
and alteratiions. A sentence referring to pnblio opinion on 
Lord North should read: 'l;e public sera toujours [instead of 
quoique] partag6 sur le merite de ce ministre, (ma.is) se reunit 
pour aimer et pour pla.inclre l'homme honnete et interessant.' He 
wi&hes to be remem berecl to the little flock of Lausanne, and con­
t.in nes : 'Langer and his Prince must be there; Ishoi:r,ld be delighted 
to see him (Langer of com·se). I await n ws from Deyve1·dnn 

1 Unpublishecl autograph in the author's collections. 

VA UD, BERNE, AND S.'1 voy 
'tl . . . 407 

w1 l unpatrnnce.' (G.-LL , . 
• • i 1 on s fneud M L 
rngen10us scholar resid d t L ' r . . anger, a lively and 
f tl JJ · ' e a ausanne a <l 1. o . ie .1.ered1tary Prince f B . , n was tue preceptor 

1\1_ l S, o rnnswwk ) I G'bb · ne e\'ery pere N b · n 1 on's letter to 
·~very's banl-er ,r 'TT oveml ~r 4., 1787, the name of M d 

N ' :i. . r annec . is omitted . . , e 
Ill' the en~ the locality d '. ' , iu the letter as printed. 
i:r . es:iguatea 'H, , . I 
..o.1 writes from Do,vni11u S .. · . . . . is folle. 

. M ---0 w.'Mt to 'w·11 · at rs. Clarke's, Uckfield S ' l iam Severy Esq••. 
''1.' b ' usse.ic, January 31 1788 ' 

o e persuaded of my sentbn ' : 
dear Friend, to receive from me lo euts, yo~ have no o ed, my 
two reasons of an oppos1'te h n~_and frequent lett r ancl 

c aracliOl' · d 1 ' · 
prevent me from writing them to ' m o ~ce and work, 
ever, that the dear and worth fJ ~ou. I will tell you, how­
is full~ and tranquilly establis:ed a~1£ of ~hio~ I forlU. a pn.rt, 
you will be astonfahed to ii d omung tweet;, and that 
new library W h n me at London in the m1'dst of 

· · · · e ave had · · a 
dined only once in grand visitors at the house, but I have 
France and Spain &c, H con~1p1any, with the Ambassadors .of 
th · 1 ' · e wi not fail to · . e i esu t of vVarren Hast' ' . acquamt lnm with T m gs tnal. 

wo remarks in this letter thro . 
character: 'Work is the m t ffi w. light on points in Gibbon's 
and ' I os e cac10us rem d · cannot separate my If £ e y agamst ennui.' 
friends.' se rom the happiness of m' 

Gibbon writes from D . y 
Wilhelm de Severy at Mo·wnCmlg ~ treet, F brtlAry 28 1788 to 
h' ' is. arke's d ' ' is parents' opposition to th 1 ' an acquaints him with 
ob.tain permission to remain i: ~:n1:!a exch.ange. ' If yon cau 
thmg can be arranO'ed and w l ll until th autumn ev ry­
t1·rw lHng tog ther oto 'L., e am onl;y lose the pletLS1ire of 
Lo d ) ,.usaune· y 

n on with impatiience b · · · · · on are expected (in 
have made yon Jm~wn. y sevillei·al of my friend to whom I 
obi t b · ' you w undoubtedl 

~ec s, ut you mus~ uot for;m too . . y see many r1~w 
be greatly astonished if I celestial ideas, and yon Will 

. t f assure yon that i 
socie y o London (especially as d n many respects the 
to that of Lausanne.' , regar s the ladies) is not eqnal 

March 4, Gibbon informs Wilhelm th 
ments for him to stay in th h at he has made arrange-
St t I e ouse of Mrs L ft 7 S • ree , on 1is coming up t L u · 0 us, • 'alisbury 

o on on from U ck field, and tha't 

H H 2 
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L01·d Sheffi ld will r mit to him through his a.gent fifty guineas 

ill the form most convenient ·o him. 
Yonng de SeV' ry r t,umed T;ondon towards the midule 

of March. There are several letters in the de Severy collection 
referring to social events in wbich he took part under Gibbon's 
kindly protection. They dined together at Lord and Lady 

pencel''s at Wimbledon, and also in t. James's Place, and 
were the frequent guests of Lord Ossory, Lord Lucan, Lady 

Sefton, and Lady Duncan. 
Wilhelm de Severy writes to Gibbon on a oa.rd : 'I a.m not 

engaged with Mr. Lnesselles for tbis morning, Monsieur. If it 
is your intention t-0 take me to Lord Spencei''s , have t11e kintl­
nesR to let me 1 now, and I will be ready at the hour yon will 
indicate. I went yestet·cla.y to the Op ra and had Lady 1arg s' 
box, where I also found Mm . Trevor. I await your d oision 
wh ther I ought to go nlon or wait for you. I received 

yesterday news from Lausanne.' 
He writes again 'Frid~y morning' to Gibbon at Downing 

Street, to ask if he ought to go to Lord Ossory's dinner in a 
dress-coat, as he will afterwards attend Lady Mary Duncan's 
ball. He does not wish to return home to change, and detests 
dancing in anything but a dress-coat. He asks if Gibbon bas 

written to Deyverdun. 
At the bottom Gibbon wrote his reply : 'In a dress-coat ? 

Well, yes! A thousand regards, and as many excuses at your 
house. I shall write without fail to Deyverdun next Tuesday. 

He n'ta.y be asaured of it.' 
On M11y 15 1788 Gibbon writes from Downing Street 

(J,ord 'heffield's) to an infhlential friend whose name does not 
appear: ' Will yon allow me to use the freedom of an old 
acquaiutanc ' and to a pend on your kindness to extricate me 
from an unexp cted p rple."'lity '? I have brought with me to 
England a y ung geulllema.n of Lausanne, M. de Severy, a.n ~ 
at his age the In to,lla.ti 11 all is ti ve1•y capital obj et, both f 
curiosity ::i.ud plensnre. 'or the gi·nti£ic11.tion of his wish , 
confided in the promise of • ir R nry Clinton, n.nd it wii:s n t 
until this morning that I was informed of his bemg depriv d 
of any share of tickets by his ab ence fr m the ce1·emony. 
:May I hope, dear Sir, by your gift or interest, to retrieve this 
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diRa~pointment so serious to my voung friend ? 

P
recise n b h J • and, even if the 

um er s ould be full . shown to a fore1' fa· . .' may not some mdulgence be 
. gner o istmct10n ? ' 

Dunug Gibbon's stiay in London. h 
welcome visitor a.t Lord N ortli s H e was a freqnent _aml 
tl'it 1 of W a-rren Ha hi.ngs . W . . e was also rr a nt at, the 
Sheffield's note it wo~Jd m ;tmin~ter a!J, and fron L ru 
the victim of party prej L~l~:r at G1 bbon consi<l r d Hasti11ga 

What a charming prospect the followinO' 
opened to young de S, 1 I . "'. note must have 
·we~nesda!, June 18 (178~)~ry. t is unsigned, and dated 

We dme to-mort·ow at Hichm d s· and with Mr H t' · on at u· J oslma Reynold.;' 
. as lnO'S Be (l.t no . . s on . H er . . ]~ . wrung treet at a. qua1·ter Lo 

'b · 6 is yom orn.ft for fifty ponnds sterH.og ' 
:rl bon o.lso U1 t' a· . . . 

H admhed 81lerid:n1'~11: unng with the Prince of Wales. 
with the c mplirnent paid ltoq~. nee, ~1~~ was esp cio.lly pleas cl 
page of Gibbon ' But h d~1~. an 18 worl--' t.he lwninous 
orator . ' SI ·a . . e l not consider him a perfect 

· ieri an, m the close of hi h . arms·-a 1 s speec 'sank mto Burke's 
we1i." gooc actor; but I called this morning. He is perfectly 

Among the c1 S6very pa , .~ · 1 to M d l ·s 1 e1:> is a .. etter of Gibbon addr saAd 
.a ame c1e 6verv from Sl ffi ld p which is 

1 
• ·J ie. e la.ce, June 30, 1788 

P lbli l1ed, w1th many omission d 1 . ' 
.i tisceUaneons Works as be' dd. . cl s an a ·~rations in t h 
He has .finnlly fix d hi ~g n 1 e&se · to .M nsLeu r de Sev ry. 
Jul 15 e s . parture from Shefil ld Pln.ce for 
th/mo~t:1d H p;cts b o n.r1•1v ~t l.Jf1A1Sarul towards the end of 
the sale of a1 smal~a; t eehn dd ta'ued by the trio.l of asbiugs arul 

. e ac e estate. He speaks · t 
of pra.ise of young de Sliver . c I h . ID wu.rm erms 
myself upon his successes, ~~d ups ..:rethhis pleasures. I prid 
conduct has not caused m . e . pr sent mom nt his 
It is not tho.t h . ..r e an m sto.nt of i·eg1·et or un.aasines . 

e is per1ect . on my terrac . . J , 

you will see with what . te' I . o1 aron UCL your fire 
m 1'est have studied h' b t h 

an upright soul a. mild h lm i u e lrns 
make his own h~ppiness :n::~\ \ °'reasonable mind: he will 
him and you w1'll t a o the persons who surround 

' no regret th t f · developed him in so m ' e cos o a Journey which has 
any ways. 
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In June ·ibbon had arrangetl an excursion with young de 
Severy ho 01·tsmouth, but the dockyards having been olos d 
by ord r of Lord Howe, the latter visited Stowe,_ Oxford, ~d 
Chatham, in company with Captain Haddon. 1bbon wntes 
from Downing 'treat to Wilhelm at Oxford, June 26 : ' You 
will have found the roads watered, perhaps a little too much, 
but I hope the ro.in bas not prevented your promenades in ~be 
gtwdens of Stowe and Blenheim. Now is the mo.meut ~.decide 
u
1 

on the joumey to Bath; if you go, do not foil to vis1t Lo~·d 
Sheffield's sister (Miss Holroyd, Queen's Piwad ), . and yott will 
xploin that our ignorance of your rout.e has deprtved you of a 

1 tter from her brother or from me. The age and feepleness of 
my stepmother r ender her wi.ther difficult ?f ~ss to strangel's, 
but she wi.11 be flattered by your attention if you p1·opose to 
Miss Holroyd. to ake you th re.' . . 

F ive days later he writ.ea Wilh lm : 'The first ol1Ject is 
health; preserv it ven if yon are compelled to lose every­
thing that is merely a. matter of simpl curiosity. _Anoth r 
opportunity may 1 e found. hope t,ha.t nfter homng seen 

xfotd you will ho.ve renounced Bath, and I suppose you ~ave 
ah· :ady 1· tUl'ned t.o London. As for the vessel nnd the reVlew, 
yon can plac rul confidenc in Capti:\in Haudon, who appears 

to me the most gallant man in the worlu.' 
From heffi.eld Place, July 4, Gibbon Wl-i.tea to Wilhelm at 

7 Salisbm·y Street, Strand, calling him o. ' naughty little boy ' 
for his silence since Jun 29 : 

c Have the kindness to call at Jones' (the engravel' in 
Portland St1· t) and at Wedgwood s. ou will tell the former 
that I do not n cl ·he two large ngra.vings ; I have chosen 
the coinpi:mi011 of the Angel and a little Venus sufficiently 
upp tising ; and I prny you to. cho~se for me, or r~ther .£ i: 
Deyverdnn, severo.l new engrnvmgs m good taste for foru: 01 

:fiv louis. A.~er our depo.rtm·e Oaplen will go to the engtro.vei· 
to 'Pay my account and make a ,small case. Yo1~ remember all 
that I had chosen at W dcrwood s1 b1'eakfast serv1c , etc., e.nd I 0 • 

have decided to take that pretty chimn y set of nv p1ec s : 
everyth}ng can be pack d with your. case. As for the busts, 
ask. the shop m&nager to send me a list of bhe men of letters, 
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ancient and modern, which he can supply me with, the size 
and the price.' 1 

'l'wo clays later Gibbon writes Wilhelm, who is about to 
attend th~ launching of a vessel at Chatham, that he will post­
pone their departure from England until the l Sth or l 9th. 
' However, I confess to yon that the moments are dear to me 
a_nd I desire that you should profit by them without losing ~ 
srngle one. . . . Lord Sheffield is writing to Captain Haddon 
to beg him to accompany yon ; assure this amiable officer that 
I appre?iate i? a lively manner all his kinduess for my son.' 
He advises Wilhelm, who had been indisposed, to have recourse 
to 'Monsieur Jl'arqnlrnr, Great Marlborough S~roet, who thoucrh 
not of the l<'aculty has supplanted the doctors in the fi;st 
hou~es of Londo:1 ; for hi.m and his drugs a guinea will amply 
suffice .... I dtd not. thmk that I had ordered the fifteen-inch 
busts, but I am not dissatisfied with the choice. As for the 
small one!:!, as I have no Frenchmen, I prefer Voltaim and 
Rousseau, if they w.ill match in size, height, etc. Decide your­
self. After them 1t would be Locke and Newton. I count 
u?on you for the engravings. Wedgwood's agent will send me 
his account, and as soon as everything shall have arrived at 
J_,ausanne I will acknowledge their receipt by a letter of 
exchange.' In the next note he says : ' On reflection over the 
fifteen-inch busts I prefer my illustrious compatriots Locke and 
~ewton to Virgil and Horace, in order to make an equal divi­
s10n among the ancients and the moderns : but if the substitu­
tion can be made I must absolutely have Voltaire and Rousseau 
for the little tahleUes.' 2 

Two months after the publication of his work Gibbon started 
for Lausanne, where he arrived July 30. His stay in England, 
though one of pleasure at meeting his old friends the Sheffields 
a~d oth.ers, was unsatisfactory to him in comparing his nativ~ 
with his adopted country. Crowded and noisy London be­
wildered him, and the many new faces at the clubs ~nd in 

1 M. de Severy showed me twelve of these busts; among them are Aristotle 
Plato, Shakespeare, and Newton. ' 

2 Written on Gibbon's ~lBual letter·l'.aper, a quantity of which still remains 
at t~e CMteau of Mex, with the blottmg-paper and quill pens in daily use 
byh1m. 
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societ.y turned him with greater fixity of purpose to Lau-

sanne. . 
Of Wilhel'm de Severy he says he is ' an amw.ble and grate-

ful youth and even this journey has taught me to know and to 
love him' still better.' He constantly speaks of the de Severy 

family with sentiments of warm esteem. 

CHAP'l'ER CXLIX 

GIBBON'S early friend, George Deyverdun, having been. tak~n 
from him he relied for sympathy and intimate compamonsh1p 
upon th~ de Chaniere de Severy family, seigniors of Mex, 
whose family history I have already recounted. 

M. Salomon de Charriere de Severy, who eventually .became 
Gibbon's most intimate friend, was born in 172·1, and m 1718 
appointed the governor of a young prince of Ysembou:·g­
Birsheim with whom he made a grand tour, accompanying 
him am~ng other places, to Paris. A correspondence in the 

' · t · · f S$very 1
· between possess10n of the presen , seigmor o e. , . . 

1L Salomon de Charriere and his mother, gives. mterestm?' 
details concerning Versailles, where the yonng prrnce and hrn 
governor were presented to the King and Queen. M. de 
Severy afterwards went to Cassel, where he was governor ?f 
the children of the hereditary prince of Hesse-Cassel, who m 
17 51 became Landgrave Frederick II. Five years later he 
returned to live at Lausanne with the title of Counsellor of 
Embassy. He resumed, however, the post o.f gover~or to the 
young princes in 1760, and became chamberlam of their mother, 
the Princess Mary, daughter of George II. of England. 

The position of M. de Severy at the court of He~se-Cas~el 
was difficult. The he\·editary prince, the father of hrn pu~1ls, 
having become a Roman Catholic, their grandfather, the reign­
ing Landgrave, as well as their mother, ha~ a strt\ggle 1,.0 

withdraw the young princes from the paternal mfiuence ; for it 
must be remembered that it was a Protestant conntry, and that 
its rulers had afforded an asylum to the Flemish reformers 

1 M. William de Chaniere, seigriior of Severy anc1 l\lex, grea~-grnndson of­

Salomon. 
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flying from Alva, and also to the French Huguenots after the 
revocation of the Edict of Nantes. 

M. de Severy was acti.v ly ngaged in o.11 the disputes whiuh 
<livid d the reigning family. ms pupils having been sent to 
GBttingen to sepata'l;e them from th ir father, he accompanied 
them thither, an,d later to the court of' Copcml1agen. 

The eldest pupil, ount de Hauau, having ma.rried (1764·) 
a daughte1· of King Erederiok V . of D nma1·l~, M. de Severy 
wtis appointed grand marshal at tlie comt of that youn(J' 
prince.1 

0 

I have an interesting unpublished Jetter, wribten by M. de 
Severy from that capital, May ~O, 1761, to bis first nl;lin, 
Colo:•el J an Henri Daniel cle Molin d Montagny, who had 
received an appointment flit tb COlU't of rince Louis d 
Wald k, nud whose duties had b en rend -t·ed most aareenble 
tl1rougb hls introduction by M. de S6ve.ry to G-eneral D~11i I d 
Loriol, aide-de-camp of th Prince. '.rhis lette1· is filled "'ri t h 
th~ll~htful and gen 1· us s ntim@ntiS nnd advic entfr ' ly ch~t· c­
t~r1stic of the man of who.m :J·ibbon o.{terwatds spol-:e in such 
high terms, M. de Severy returned sh l'tly o.ft rwti.rds to 
Lo.n!;anne, and in l 7<i6 mR.nie<l tit.er M1J . Cathel'ine Louis 
Ja.cqn~line dt~ ?l~dieu da11ghter of Me. sire B njamin de 
Ohr:mdi .n' co-~e1gn1or of l'Isl , a.nd Co.pbuiu of tl. company in 
the. S~VlS\1 re~unent de ~ottens ii tl1e se1·vice of Ilis V ry 
Christian MnJe ty, a.nil lus spouse Mairie 1!11•anQoise dht\rlobte de 
Mont1·ond. 

Madame Salomon de Charl'iere de Sev ry was in the highest 
sense the granrle flamio. Moreover, s.ha possessed that harrn ny 
of oho.meter which sprang from a kind heart and an a1·tistic 
te~~er~men~. H l' ~iquant b auty is admirably portmyed in 
a life-like p1ctur whl ·h I have oft n studied in the Mtea11 of 
Mex. In. ao~i ty she manif' sted the easfl, gl'M , and [ cnliar 
charm whteh illnstra.t d the tni.ditions f he~· rfllc . 

111 .1780 ![. d Savery inh ritl'lu the seigniory of Se1r ry 
from his uncle Samu l de. Ohal'rier , onti-ha.lf of the seigni '"! 
of Mex, and the Chtl.tea.u abov th.e latter. Re had pTevi usly 

. ' Biography of the de Ohar.tlure family, by M. Godo! ·oi de Oharri the com­
piled for Lbe author. !\i. de S6v ry i ~ mnnffona<l iu hhe • Matnoiras dn Llldld­
gra.~ de Hes~·'. publ~i;hed in ~he l {c v1UJ des .Dau.x 11londes, Dcueinb11r 1!'!65 bv 
!it. Dt·. Rene ramancller. ' ,,. 
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. . f' 11-rex and one-half of tl:;e . . tl f the seigmory o j_~ , ' 

received one-six i o f h. great-grand-uncle, Georges Chateau d'En Haut, rom is 

Fran9ois de Charriere (~e:}·t~d2t~~·children: Gibbon adopted 
M. and Mme. de Sev y d b his godfather the Hereditary 

Wilhelm (1767-1838), so nAamel t' y Livie Wilhelmine, who in 
f. H , . I and ng e me h 

Prince o . anau ' . d'Effinger de Wildegg, to w om 1808 married M. Gmllaume . . . 
, f W'ldegO' m Argovrn. 

belonged the Chateau o i r od . the Rue de Bourg, a short 
In winter the de Severys i;e l 1n as the constant resort 

L G tt and their iouse w, 
walk from a ro e, h'l La Grotte extended to them of Gibbon and Deyverdun, w i e 

unlimited hospitalities. h . 't ti'on of M William de 
. b 1879 upon t e mvi a . . 

In Septem er, ' f W'lh lm I visited his house, . . d S, y grandson o i e ' . 
Charnere e ever ' . l ld fashioned stone mans10n, B . 2 It is a arge o - · . 
33 Rue de omg. . . . t and an exterwr court . t . ce an 111 tenor co ur , . 
with massive en rnn ' d D .··,.e du Bourg. Ascendmg t the promena e erne 
rnaching down o ·t . staircase I remarked in the . h t handsome s one ' d d 
with my os a . f G'bbon with queue and paw er, re 
drawing-room a fine kit-cat o tt duplicate of that at Sheffield 
velvet colla.r and lace, apparen .Y af W'lhelm de Severy, direct 

1 0 a portrait o i . 
Park. There was as h G'bbon left his furniture, silver, f · d tow om I 
ancestor of my nen ' d ds In the apartment of my 
libra1·y' and three thousan llpout n k. ~-cat of Lord Sheffield, a 

, th . is an exce en l . h 
hosts mo er . h' h Gibbon ment10ns as ung 
duplicate 01 a c . h' L'b. . Here is also a sma er 

. . opy of one w ic . 11 , 
h . lass m is i rnly. 

above the c imney-g k .1. . when he was less stout. 't f Gi'bbon and ta en ea1 ie1' portra1 o ' . 

ilhelm de Severy, ' whom I wish ~o ' In his will Gibbon thus speaks .~:emoir of Wilhelm de Severy.on his 
style by the endearing narr:ie ~~ s~~96. from the unpublished collect10ns of mother written after her ea ' ' 

M W de Charriere de Severy, of l\'1ex: s early as 1722, owned a house and 
. " The de Charriere de Severy family, ~ ding on the site of the present 

like the family of de Cr~usaz, s an uth-west of La Grotte. A frag­garde~,n (1879) of M. Louis Gremer,li;ext hs? h I founcl in La Grntte, says: 
mans10 h d Mo m w 1c . l h . h 
ment in the writing o~ _::eph d \efore the year 1720, six places m_ t~e. c ! u~is 
, The family of de Ohtllli. e a ' till remain. Mme. de Renens, sis x o 
of St F rancis, wher theu: armst \ua.hin9 herHelf in the town, a&ked forlra~s, 
Exceilency M. d'JllrJ~h , upob:d: Oha.rritires pleo.aodlier. M. le Oo~sei Uiei~ 
but only those belongmg to t h ;ving been request.ell to give up f~i . 0f m'ly 
Severy and M. de .JleT)MC t~~y :.greed as there w re few Jadiaa~in b'~~ ~ h~id 
seats to Mme. de er;~:· with other ~e.~t.s . . .. . '£.he two s~~e~· \~h~ sister of ancl they were prov . .1 and were given to my mo , • 
come from the Manllc\ ~jm~f~1ily who died in March 1740. Mlle. l\fanlich, the last o ie ' 
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'I'here is also an old miniature of Gibbon, resembling the lal'ger 
portraits, and one of Wilhelm de Charriere de Severy. There 
is yet another portrait of Gibbon in red velvet trimmed with 
dark fur. The large portraits are all pastels, with exception 
of a water-colour of Gibbon seated in front of his Pavilion­
' dessine d'apres nature par Louis Dor.' In his great cellars 
M. de Severy showed me twenty bottles of Gibbon's own 
Madeira, reposing with the dust of nearly a century on their 
stout sides. Two were disturbed a few years ago, and forced 
to yield their precious contents on the occasion of the marriage 
of Captain Ferdinand de Severy. The wine was fonud at that 
time (1874) to be still in excellent condition. The liin was 
covered with such solid spider-web ropes that we had some 
difficulty in breaking through, and our coats showed traces of 
the struggle. 

Among the tlocuments loaned me by M. William de Char­
riore de S6v 1·y we1·e two letters in the handwriting of Wilhelm 
de Severy, who, at the time, appears to have been acting us 

ibb n's private secretary. 'l'he first is addressed to the 
.Advoyel' de Steigu r, and is publislied, with slight alterations, 
in the !iso llaneous Works under date of September, 1788, as 
lrnving been sent to the Advoyer de Sinner. In it Gibbon thanks 
their Excellencies for the restitution of his Madeira wine, and 
for dispensing him from a fine. The second letter is addressed 
to the Bailiff Stettler, and deals with the snme subject. Gibbon 
says in conclusion: 'Our mutual friend, M. Freudenreich, who 
has just left me, l1a.s iuct· 1ased the esire wfoh which your 
kindness had already 'inspil'ed me of knowing you p 1·sona.lly.' 

My friend showed me an allegol'ioal aq uarelle signed by 
Brandoin, 1787, and to his astonishment I at one 1· cognised 
it as that which the artist sent to Gibbon th:!' ugh D yverdnn, 
and promised him a copy of the let ter of the artist n t ile 
subject, which I foun d ~Lt La Grotte. B1·a.udoln, whose lett r is 
written from Vevey, in May, 1787, says : 

' You must have received lli.st night, or this lnotning, a 
cardboard box, containing a drawing, wi th a card b gging you 
to keep it until I had the time to w1·ite to .l\!. Gibbon ; this 
is what I am doing at this moment, so I shall be obliged to 
you, on receiving the present letter, to carry my oflering to him~ 
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It is some time since I contemp1ated the execution of this 
subject; I wish I had succeeded better, and had rendered it 
more worthy of being presented to a man of his merit. It is 
the widow's mite, and I venture to flatter myself that he will 
imitate him who received it with kindness, paying more atten­
tion to the intention than to the offering itself. You will 
perceive that the she-wolf is the bronze one a.t th cl~pit l, 
which is reported by Cicero to .have b en wounded by a 
thunderbolt; the Temple of Jupiter aomma.nding the Trfomplial 
Bridge, the Trophies of Marius, the Um of rocilia Metelln, are 
exact copies. I ought to explain to you here the allegory, as it 
is not sufficiently clear by itself, but your sagacity is known to 
me, and you guess enigmas with marvellous skill.' 1 

Near the above hangs a sepia drawing, also of a classical 
character, with this dedication: 'A l'auteur de l'histoire de 
la Decadence et de la Chute de l'Empire Romaine, par son tres 
humble serviteur, Severy fils.' This was the work of M. Wil­
helm de Severy, whose portrait by M. Arlaud (1773-1845), 
founder of the Fine Arts Museum at Lausanne, represents a 
handsome refined face, the eyes blue, the hair blond. He was 

i utenant of the Oanton de Vaud, and distinguished for his 
high character and excellent manners. His son, Sigismond, 
b rn in 1813, was the godson of Lord Sheffield, and his 
attractive portrait is likewise here. 

In the garrets my host sh owed me many pictures w.hiolt 
had belonged to Gibbon, and hung at La rotte. Dlmce's 
portrait of Lord North, en.graved by T. Dnxke, Loud n, 1781> ; 
the Earl of Mansfield, by Reynolds, eng1·av d by F . Ba.r lozzi, 
London, 178{); Charles James li'ox, by Reynolds, eogrnved by 
John .Tones, London, 1784; Ed\va1·d Lord Th urlow, by Rey­
nolds, engraved by F. Bartolozzi, London, 1782 ; a coloured 
engraving from a picture of Watts, engraved by Guyot, r pr~­
sent,ing ' Maison de Mme. Garrick 11 ampton, dans la province 
de Middlesex'; a small engraving of avid Hume; an ii.nci l.lt 

1 I possess (l. wr;i.ter-oolour paint.ing by M. Bro.ndoin reµ1·esenting n. J1111d· 
sou.pa on the banks of the Thn.mes, which belonged to Deyverdun and h ung in 
JJA. Grotto. Michel Vinnent Brandoln, one of t he best pn.inters in o.q\\n.rolle ~f 
h is ~ i rne, was born n.t Vevey tu l 7Sa, and clied t bel'e in 1700. o atu!lied !us 
'ar t in H olland, England, and Fmnce, o.nd setlJed in Ito.ly, where li ia goniut1 
wa.u held in ll1e highest estima.~ioo, 
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prmt of the Palace of w· J . · , . mnsor · two 8 11 t 
traits, one of Mary .• h ' ' ma wa er-colour por-

. , JJUC ess of Anc t th 
name; 'Wiew [sic] of th Ad I ns er, e other without 
London 1791 . the , M . e e phy and Somerset House' 

' ' ' a1son d PI · ' w elbore Elli8 a Twi'c]~enh I pe . aisancB du TJ"es Honorable 
' ' am ans· t w · Abbey, exterior and . t ; ' o views of W e.c:itminster 

Al m enor · an eng . · f 
exander Lord Lou(J'hb , h L . iav1ng o Reynolds' 

the property of Gibb o moduohO' ' . ~ndon, 1786. All thes w l'6 
11 • on, an ung m La Grott . h' . . 
.nf. de Severy pointed t i.. • e 1ll is lifetime. 

B · . ou a "'eanti fu l miniat . · 
. enJam111 Constant, I cousin- l'tnan f' . ur on ivoiy of 

miniature of his gJ• itt-.a.mJ.m tl oM his grandfather ; a :fine 
fri end, on a 8D lltf-box . a~1d a s1:a11ier,b tmedtn. a. Severy, Gibbon$ 
h Tl I ' er u a u abl m · · t er. ie w iole expression d . . llllll. u1·e of 
vivacity and delicate ;n attitude Is that of intelligent 
family relic a copy, of' ~oqupe ,ry. M. de Severy has another 
t C h . ' es saumes de David' h' h b 
o at erme de Ol1andieu V'J] . 17 ' w IC elonged T . - 1 ars m 23 

he importance of the famiJ of de C . . 
from their possessing the . folfow· ~~rri:re. may be judged 
Canton of Vaud north-w t f 1 mg se.1gmor1es, all in the 
3 TI ' es o .iausanne . I AI 

OUl'llens, 4 Croze 5 Hens 6 M 7 . ens, 2 Bettens, 
I) Rov6reaz, 10. Sen;1·c1ens i '1 Se ex: .P<'n.thaz, 8 La Robellaz, 

Of th b ' veiy, J 2 bullens 
e a ove twelve fieil the nam f fi , . 

~any branches of the family: in addj ti s o v w.ru·e. borne by o.s 
is th habit in Syvitzerland- n amel . .on. to the fanuly name, us 
perty of Mr. William de Oh . .Y cl first S6very, now t11e pro­
t l1 11ndivided propei·f·y of t~rri 1~~ e ~v ry; secondly, Mex 
l1a.ri:i~re de Severy n~d 1.:.,. t e er b1·other, M. William d~ 

d Oh . ' ru., younger brother C t . .F . 
e at'1.'1ere de every . bhi dl S ' ap am erdmand 

Oolone] Godefi·oi CJ o'h ~c) .Y1 enarolens, now the property of 
·
1 a.in re ; fourthl C . 

?roperty of the branch established in R y, . rnze, formerly the 
its possession. fifthly Penth t ) ussia, but no longer in 

. ' ' az ie pl'ope t f b became extinct at bh be . . ' f r y o a ranch which 
in the family. W e may gp~;~ma ~ oddtliehcen.tury, but no longer 

h · ps a t e sixth I 
nens, w wh came into the famil bef. ·, ' name y, Bour-
away long ago. y ore Severy, but passed 

' In 1870--SO I wn.s a llow cl to t11l1 . 
Constnn il to llis mlnl Mme d N e <lopi.as of n. U tlie letters ot Ben· . . d 
U1;1Publls.1Jocl. I n 1895' M. M~e e . as~~' tkte de Ohantliau, ivhiah ~ar;run e 
with 11 vnlua.bl illti:oduotJo r1 published o. forge ;tJoriion of !hi ~e t~en. 
s ion, however, clo i1ob appea~ J~ h ~otes.k Nine'teen of the letters in ~Yo eot1on, 
nu.d 'llll mnny iin e l l is wor ; they are lnier atln posses. 

ll a. 1nYe nll'encly rclernul to tl . ll . S nnd importan t 
11a co eot1on (Vol. I., p. l 4S)'. 
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CHAPTEH CL 

N September, 1879, I drove out to the Ohateau with its Seignior, 
M. William de Oh..'l.1Ti~re de every. We passed in succession- · 
a short distance to the west of Lausanne-La Chabliere, in tlie 
11.1,st century the residence of the Pl'ince of Wiirtemburg, now the 
seat of O lonel Gabriel Gaulis, Jug de Paix; Valency, the pt·o­
perty of Mme. de Severy, nee Grand; Chit nu of Pl•illy, with its 
pointed tower , once the property of the a Oronsaz fo~ ily; 
. nena, with seignioriiil mansions, in oue of which Gibbon 

dined (1763) with l'Ul.Ce L wis f Wiirtemburg; the parsonage 
of Prilly, where Doyen Bridel lived in 1783; Mezery, the resi­
d(olnCJ of olonel iickler, sou-in-law of the late M. Adrien de 
'onstant; next the ohm·oh of 01'issier comes into view, and close 

at haod is the Chateau. 
The Manor-house of Mex presides over a moRt attractive 

<lomain, wbe1•e lawns, .groves, parks, and fields vie in rustic 
beauty. Here ibbon u1·opped Wilhelm de Severy on their 
return journey from 1!..ngland in 17 88. The house stands on a 
terraced eminenc which rolls down to meet a far-stretching 
plain covered with historic chateaux and sites. 

In the Grand S(J,lon (constructed only forty years ago) are 
the following portraits : 

An oil kit-cat of the historian, with only the words 'Edward 
Gibbon' on the back of the canvas. He is represented in the 
same red coat trimmed with black velvet seen in the two pMtels 
at M. de Severy's house in the H.ue de omg, and in th 
portrait by Piot (once owned by Pr9fessor Levade) .in the 
Musee Arlaud. The eyes are greyish brown and lively; the 
nose large and ·retrO'ttsse; the mouth singulnrly small, the upper 
lip short nnd compressed, the lower full and prominent. ' ' )10 

ears are large ancl fie.shy ; the hair reddish brown, powdered aucl 
iJ.1 o, r1ueue; the chin small and determined, with a large fat 
douW -chin below; the forehead full, even projecting, but not 
high. There is a narrowness about the temples in spite of the 
fleshy contour. It is a th1·ee-quarters face. 

A kit-cat of Lord Shefli ld in the red ropes and the wig of a 
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peer. A heacl ancl face full of . 
thoughtful, yet fie1 'Y . o. 1 . intellect and force ; eyes brown 
speaking mouth bea.n1;ifu11 ~~;;e;ell-fi~1f~ped straight nose; ~ 
lie under a strong f\· 'l fi yh d ' a Vlgorous chin. The eyes 

' w m·e ea hig:h b t . 
crown. This is do btJ , ' u turning towards the . , u ess a. copy of' th . . 
Gibbon s library over the D'." '""t 1. • e portrait whwh hung in 

Th .,._ e piece. 
. ~ frames of the above two ort . 

plam gilt frames of '""1"r T h p ra1ts are exactly alike-the 
M d . KJ .i. os ua. 

. e Chandieu Pelhssari ea t . . 
.France, one of the proprietors, of :h ai~h :n the Swiss Guards in 
and long ft owing wia. , e ateau of l'Isle; in cuirass 

'l'h . 0 
e wife of the latter A b · 

a rich embroidered g1·een. t eautifu1 and opulent blonde in 
cos ume of th · ' mantle. e per10d, and scarlet 

The Gi·and S(J,lon of Gibbon' t' 
~ung. with many prints of thes c~m~, now the bi1Jiard-room, is 
tmguished men, such as John G'~~e and engravings of dis­
Samuel Johnson (Hall 1787 ft i ies, LL.D. (Oadell 1788) 
(Strahan and Cadell J 783) G:o1~~en .ynoJ ds), Hugh Blair, D.D: 
Bishop Warburton W c '. F Rg OoJinan, E q. (OadeU i787) 
C · ' · oxe ~ S Fell f.' v, ' 

ambridge, William Rober~so~ .D.D 1~w o r~ng's 001!-g ' 
Hon. Mr. Justice Blacksto / . ., ob l't Henry, D. D 
Richard Hurd. AU th nbe, 1 ames Ma :ph rson, Right Rev" 
I ese e onaed t 'bb . 
"a Grotte. 0 0 

Tl on, and adorned 

From t11is room looking out into th 
west we have the peloul'le and pl . t . e grounds towards the 

Th · . ~ am ams of th · 
e dmmg-room i"n the f e time of Gibbon · rear o th b'll' · 

same. Here is the Wedgwood Cl . e . l iard-room is the 
coloured, with wreaths of green le:~~: ser;w.e of. Gi?bon, crE1am­
and shows the usaP-e of seve 1 . t Is still 1n daily use 
hospitable livers. o ra generations of generous and 

. Lord Sheffield had selected for G. 
dm .. ner-service of light yellow Wed ibbon a Very attractive 
del~cate green pattern T'L. fi . gwood, decorated witl1 a 
h . . 11is a ter bemg . d ·1 

osp1table board, passed int; th ~n a1 y use at Gibbon's 
1 s, e possession f h · . 

l e. ~ve~s, and ninety-six years later I fi o . is friends the 
fo1rnmg its daily duties with th ound it at Mex per-

, e regula 't f servant who had not forgotten th t . . ri y o an ancient 
several masters. e md1t10nal ho~pitality of his 
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nfme. de Severy showell me one of the delicat.e blue and 
whi.t - VltS s which b long a to Gibbon, and told me that the 
otheTs had unfortunately b n broken. She told me likewise 
tbat Gibbon's s upply of table-linen was so large in quantity and 
excellent in quality, that his tablecloths and napkins are still in 

use at Mex, and betray no signs of fatigue or age. 
It is strange to look upon these objects which ministl'red to 

the physical pleasures of a man whose great intellect expired 
like a dying lamp over a hundred years ago. The material 
obj ects still remain, and as we J0ok out of the window we 
see the same whispering trees that bent and shimmered in 

Gibbon's day. 
'rhe house is two storeys in height besides the servants' 

rooms above. In the hall are quartered the arms of the de 
Charriere and the de Ohandieu families with those of another 
family, sculptured on an ancient stone tablet. The broad stone 
stairs which lead to trie ample corridors on the second floor are 

worn with the footsteps of many genemtions. 
'rhe present library was the bedroom of Wilhelm de Severy. 

It commands a view to the south, and on the lawn beneath the 
windows are a pond am1 a fountain. In this room is a cabinet 
portrait of Mme. Salomon de Charriere de Severy, with an 
insCl'iption on the back of the canvas: 'Catherine Louise 
Jaqueline de Oharriere de Severy, nee de Chandieu, ret. sure 34. 
Dischbein · fecit Hanau 1775.' She is a beautiful woman­
large, expressive, blue eyes, a fine straight nose, a sweet smiling 
mouth with an expression of i·oguishness, a rich complexion, 
uark powdered hair, small ears, and lovely arms and hands. 
She is leaning on her hand, her right arm being upon a music 
book. The costume is blue, and gracefully disposed about a 

fine neck and bust. 
A large picture, well executed by an unknown painter, of 

:M. Salomon de Severy represents him in his youth as governor 
of the young Prince of Ysembourg-Birsheim, dictating a letter 
to the latter, who is in a blue costume, while de Severy is in 
green. Another r epresents him with his two pupils, the sons 
of the Landgrave of Hesse-Cassel, in the garden of the palace. 
A third 0.epicts him when a youth, in a rose-coloured costume. 

rrhere is also a portrait of his son Wilhelm when a boy, anc1 
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of his cl:mc~hter Mme d''<'ffi d . 
I 

o ' . I~• inaer e Wi!Jegcr I f: . 
t rn male line ended in Alb o ' " o ~w wse amt!y in 
(1876) at Vienna where hertl ddE~ngei·-Wildegg, who died 
d'Affaires. , ' e la ong been Swiss Charge-

. Here is a curious print of the celeb, . 
a liberty cap) which b 

1 
d iated John Wilkes (with 

. ' e onge to Deyverd d f' 
Gibbon; also an eng . f L un, an a terwards to 

. ravmg o ord Sheffi ld b 
after Sir Joshua Reynolds in 1789. e y Joh.n Jones, 
Antony de Ohandieu 1 ' an.a a portrait of M. 

N 
' a moner to Henn IV f F 

avarre to whom the K" · o - ranee and ' uw <rave the h · · 
of M. William cle Chan'.ie~e de S'sapp H'e m the possession 
(I. p. 143). every, already mentioned 

'l'here is h l ere a so an aqnarelle of M . G' 
One sees the plautains and th' . ex m ibbon's time. 
where now is an orchard. e vmeyarc1s then near the house, 

My eye was attracted b a .· 
engravings of the , 17'>0 y cu11~us old secretary- with 
of the world-wh· hyelar '" representrng the different nations 

lC rneps company with G"bb , 
reading-desk. i on s stained pine 

In the library is a fine outlin . . 
Gibbon, with this inscri t" . ~ engra~mg which oelonged to 
Lady Sheffield D ht p wnf. The ~ight Honourable Ann 

' aug er o Frede k E 1 f 
Edridge del. E H d. ,. , r~c , ar o Guilford. 

· ar mg ic She is sta d · · h 
near a piece of water at Sl fl~ ld Pl . n mg m t e park 
distance. She h.i.s a tall l~ rn ace, with the house in the 
sadness. gure, and a face touched with 

I saw here also many fine r f . 
religious pictures, amon the p ~o ,engravm~s of Sir Joshua's 
in 1782 by Boydell ?th mh t e Seven V1rtues,' published 
M ) wi w om the Hist .. l d d 
l' r. George Parker of th n di . L' onan ia ealings. 
west window of N'ew C ~l o ~~n rbra?, told me that the 
lower compartment th o Sege ~pel, Oxford, contains in its 

C 
ese even Virtues of s· J h 

hristian: Jl~aitl H Ch . ir os ua-three 

P 
1, ope, anty. four c a· l T 

rudence Fortitude J t" I' ar ma : emperance , ' us ice t seems . f r . ' 
had up to the last . 't f . , as i re ig10ns subjects 
-for all these h ' i~ spLi e ~ himself, a fascination for Gibbon 

ung m a Grotte. 
The house is of two store s . h . 

windows on the south fron y' wit a high roof and eighteen 
out in lawns flow ' b d t. 'lhe grounds are beautifully laid 

VOL. II. ' e1 - e s, treeB, and winding walks. At the 
I l 
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ontmnce to the avenue leading to the house is the Priory, 
250 yea1·s Id. The Ohu.teu.u across the road, now the residence 
of M. de Severy's farmer, dat,es back three centuries, when the 
property first ·cama into the family. Its high pointed towers, 
ra.mbling gallerles, massive foundations, give it an air both 
picttn·esque and venerable. 

.At the side stands another substantial building also aban-
1loned to farming uses. The other :lay, when hvenliy officers 
of the Eoot-Ma:jor w re sitting at the Mnpor House, and foi·by­
uve gnests sat down to dinner in th g1·n,nd salon, now ilia 
l>illim•d r om, this built1ing was allott d to the non-commissioned 

f!icers, who soon cover d its walls with vari llls striking 
m titoes, xe nted in ch. lk, in a high style of art. A uutice 
again t smoking was placed ill glaring letters on t11e chimney 
Rtack, and when tbe bniker lighted his fires 11nd ma.de a Litt.1 
smoke he wa · arr st d for 110.viug broken military orders. 

'.lhe Church i·eari:i its pinnacles over the way, and the School 
huilding by its side shows that education is not neglected in 
this favoured spot. 

Scatten1d through the house nr many oil pu.intings of th 
time of Louis XIV. 11od arliel', wh history is utterly lost. 
No one knows who po.inted them, nor whom t.hey 1· p1'ese1 t, 
autl yet many of t11 m ar attro.ctive in treatment, and bear 
marks of high chn.1·aet · r and breeding. This is one of the 
sau ace mpfmiments of old houses. Men and women who 
play l an important part in tL ir day are forgotten or not 
recognised from the failur of the artist to put their names and 
his own upon their pol'traits. 

M. de S6very has a programme of a concert at Mr. Gibbon's 
in the latter dc~ys of' his l'es.idence at Lausann . '.l'be names of 
the p rformers wer among th illustrious of that day, even the 
insigni fica.ut 7·0/,es being fi.Jle<l by eel brities. 

~'he Seignior ot Me·, with characteristic oomt y aucl 
generosity, allowed me to examine his very vahrnble coUecti 11s 

of' xibbon papers as weU as :r lies, aud tW ntun1ly confid J a 
l r~l'g packet of Gibbon's letters to the Oll.1' of our motul\l fri nil, . 
J\.I. ,Lu.wle A. Bugni.o;n fllx, who brought hem to me a.t P1irit>, 
wiLh permission to copy an l us them in this work. 'l'he 
origimila were l'eturned with wa.rm a.ckuowlec1gments, antl J 
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have here printed selections whi . 
narrative. The de Sever -Gibb eh will add great interest to my 
the Sheffield MSS. in thy B ·t· honMtreasures ought to be beside 

Th ChAt I . e r1 IS nsenm. 
a e atue of Mex has wro b . 

story out of the c11rioua and ra 1 . Ilg. t a most mteresting 
and kindly allowed me t . g p ~LO Gibbon correspondence 
h. o lnspect lb 11; • , 

t is accomplished a11d h . . lS to b bope<l that 
11 ° nrnun.,. woma b 

a ow the public also to en· t;hei n may e persuaded to 
M d e ,Joy e same pi asn1·e 

. . e ve1·y has two covers for . I' : 
tbbon and b ar the title 'Gibbo ,PlOO s wluch belonged to 

and vol. vii.' Also an anci nt l ~a Roman Empire, vol. iv. 
js nttacl1ed a card with. this . ea. ~r portfolio, to whose key 
and Essential Docurneu~s co· lns~r1pti0n in French : ' Receipts 

'' ncernmg th · nh · 
mentary execution of the late u G"bb e ~ e~·1tance and testa-

'l'h .J.nr · I on s will ' 
ere are here four quills used b G' . 

plate; also his counters t h. ~ ibb?n, and his card-
Ludwig XV., 1731. a w Ist-eight pieces of silver of 

I own one of G1"bb ' · 
J' on s pr1 vate card f · · . 

presented to me by M Willi d 8 0
. mvitat10n (print cl) 

. . arn e 11an >. d S ' 
quite royal, Oind reads: ' .M. . '.~re e every. It is 
Mr. GIBl.!ON> de Jui fa.ire J h a pue de la part de 
le clu onnem· pasaer fa soiree chez lui 

Lord Sheffieid had intended t R. S. L. P,> ' 
the latter's valet Dusaut c . d ~ purchase Gibbon's cane, but 
h ' ' arrie it awa1r "th h" , ere cards of Gibbo , L"b . J WI rm. There are 

n s I rary written by himself. 

CHAPTER OLI 

THERE are t . . cons ant references in G "bb ' . 
VlSlts to Rolle and his "d i. on s Memoll's to his 

' resI ence there lil 
own> as \Vell as sojonruings with th d S an apartment of his 
Neckers, who later occupied th ed e everys and with tJ:ie 
~socie.tions dl'ew my att t• e e Severy hoase. These 
b fi . en ion to that tow F 

e ru•e going there in 1879 1 . . d . . n. 01·tunately 
ci~en of Rolle, M. Frossard ri:c~~:e t~~ ~JSit of a distingnished 
.1I1s mem9ry wa.s perfect l1is mind gy ·k'orn at La~sanne 1791). 

' WOI 1rig l'M:I l'H,p1c11y as tJ1at of 

I l 2 
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an intelligent man of forty. He attributed his lien,lth aml 
long vity to the fact that l ing l'Outy he did not drink wine, 
taking only a ·up of chocol11.t or colfoe in the morning, and 
nothing more until six o'clock, when he indulged in a bowl of 
soup with some veg tables. He never ate meat, and took 
nothing on Friday until the evening, or on Saturday before 
noon. From him I derived information of great value concern­
ing society at Lausanne and at Rolle at the end of the last 
century and in the beginning of this; so that when I visited 
Rolle I could enjoy its trn,ditions more intelligently. 

At Rolle there is only a short walk along the lake, the 
gardens of the houses on the principal street running to the 
water's edge, and precluding the public from wandering there, 
which is a pity. 'I'he population in the neighbourhood is so 
devoted to wine growing that I only remarked two fishing 
boats. On the opposite coast of Savoy, where the vine is less 
flourishing, fishermen abound. 

Everyone here was complaining of the wet weather, which 
bade fair to make an exceptional season in its small quantity of 
wine ; but it has been remarked that years of unusual humidity 
often enlarge the grape and render it more juicy, with the 
result of a finer quality of wine. 

I had been advised by M. de Severy to address myself to 
Dr. Berney, who is, he saic'l, 'the actual proprietor of thA house 
possessed in the last century by my ancestor, where Gibbon 
frequently stayed.' (The Doctor afterwards told me that his 
father bought the house forty years before.) '11he ancient de 
Severy mansion is (1879) on the right-hand side of the principal 
street advancing towards the east from the Hotel de la Tete 
Noire, beyond the residence of the Procureur-General. In the 
tower of the house of Dr. Berney are the de Chandieu arms on the 
ceiling.1 One ascends to the tower by half-a-dozen worn stone 
steps. Anciently the street was seen through a large grated 
window, of which the upper gratings remain. In this tower-

1 The de Ohandicu internmrl'iecl with the de Beaufort, Barons of Rolle, 
whose a.rms were G1uitll~s, a Uo~~ a1·qmtt. The de Beaufort, Seigniors of Rolle, 
1JOS!!0Sl;CO (.he cast! whieh they solcl to Jen.n Steiguer; also let te?'re de Rolle 
n.nll Mnn t.le-Vleult. May not the lion sculptured on the de Severy mansion nt 
Thille which formerly belonged to theh· mnl~rn al ancestor the de Chandien, be 
the 1i~n a.rqeiil oI 1ho <le Beaufort, nn tl not tl1e liou or of the de Chan<lieu? 
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room th.ere is a cavity in which was formerly an iron safe for 
the fam1l~ treasures and manuscripts. 'l'he room is arched, and 
once had iron doors. The tower projects over the street at the 
se.cond floor, and on its front are the de Chandieu arms quartered 
with ano~her. coat. The tower is supported by a massive arch­
way leadmg mto the court. F rom the court is visible a window 
and an ornamentation in imitation of machirloulis. 

In one of the great drawing-rooms on the second floor there 
was formerly an iron hack-plate in the fire-place with the arms 
a~d. coronet of. de .Chandieu. On the opposite side is the great 
dmmg-room with its hnge bemns and its three fine windows 
looking out upon the delightful grounds. The stone staircase 
h~llowed by passing generations, has echoed to the tread ot' 
Gibbon and other illustrious persons who frequented Rolle in 
the last century. 

Descending to the garden I found the venerable M. and Mme. 
Berney enj~ying the warm sunshine and carrying on a lively con­
versat10n with Mme. Berney's sister, Mlle. Aline Ruyinet. Dr. 
~erney will be eighty-nine on November 1 (J 879), and his wife is 
eighty-seven. ~lle. Ruyinet, who is eighty-five, was a great 
beauty and belle lil her youth, and still possesses a beautiful foot 
and the charming manner which made her additionally attractive'. 
She has many letters of Canova, who was one of her admirers. 
Mlle. Ruyinet told me much of her acquaintance with Mme. de 
Rovereaz, who spoke often to her of Gibbon's sojourn at Holle 
and his frequenting the grounds of the house now belonging t~ 
M. Albert de Tavel, formerly syndic and deputy of the Grand 
Council. 1 It was probably in the latter house that Gibbon 
passed the autumn of 1789, after Deyverdun's death. M. de 
Tavel is the grandson of Colonel and Mme. de Rovereaz and 
married a Polier de Saint-Germain, whose family possessed the 
house next to La Grotte in Gibbon's day. 

Mme. de Hover6az told Mlle. Ruyinet that Mme. de 
Chaniere de Severy kept open house. Everyone was free to 
get up or sit down at table. On the walls was inscribed 
' Libertas.' 

' The house in which .M .. de Tave! now resides was in Gibbon's day the 
property of Colonel ~ognm, m the service of Piedmont. Mme. de Rovereaz 
was the second cousm of Mme. Rognin, and inherited that house. Colonel 
de Rovereaz, the brother of M. l?rossard de Saugy's ·mother, was 8 man of 
large heart, but of sm,all frame and stature. 
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In the gn.rden of the old de Severy house !l.l'e two veuera.ble 
ash trees, with fr sh pendent foliage leaning oveJ' to catch the 
fresh spray of a fountain whose crystal waters glisten in the 
sunshine, and fall in g ntle showers upon a moss-coveted stone 
in the centre of a round basin. In these grounds Gibh n 
wander d and meditated, sometimes alone, sometimes wit,h his 
congenial hosts. The Neckere were staying in this house when 
they beal'd of the death of Louis XIV., and tracUtion says their 
sobs and lamentations were heard in the street. 

'rhe maps of Rolle by he ommissaire esaill::i.ux, a little 
prior to 1780, indicate the de Ohandi u family as tbe proprietors 
of the housl'I. On an earlier plan there is an inscription on the 
tower, 'Entree au Convent,' so that ibbon seems even at Rolle 
to have been p11rsued by religions as ociations. · Oontre.ry to the 
opi oions of s me nuth 1iti s, Mme. de tael was n t born in this 
house, but h re her s cond son first saw t,he lighb.1 

M. de Tavel showed me th libro.1·y of his gi1andfath · 1·1 

Oolonel de RovGrl:iaz,~ whose portrait by Massot of ,Geneva 
hang fo the room. It is 1·eproduced in his M moire, l\ copy 
f which M. d Tavel gave me. 'l'he face fo sympo.thetic, and 

in every "fO.Y agr ea.ble. Here, in nine q_rmrto volnmes, is the 
original mannscript of th se Memoirs. Th .r.e is also 8t frne 
minia.tu1·e of Colon 1 d utternaie, who mo.rried a. sister of 
Mme. de 'fav 1 (grnndrooth )' f M. A.lb rt de Tavel), and who 
is mentioned with his reo'imeut iu Oo1onel de overenz's fu'St c 
volume. 

The de WattevilleR have intermarried several times with the 
de Tavels, and Mme. de Rovereaz was the aunt of the Count 
cle Hibeaupierre (governor, then chamberlain, to the Emperor 
Nicholas), and was born at Ribeaupierre. 

We visited the apple-tree of Matthisson, the German poet 

• Gibbon writes from Laos1mne, No,•ember 8, 1792, to Lady Elizabe~h 
Foster (afterwrLrdi; Duchess of Devo11shir ) a~ Florence: 'Madame de Staci, 
whom I saw last wllllk at Holle, is sti ll uncertain where she shall ~rop her 
burthen; but she must. soon resolve, for the young l dy or gentleman is at the 
door, 

"' ... Demanc1ing life, impatient for the skies."' 

• Colonel Ferdinand de Iloveteav. (1'163-1 2{)) wn.s the 110.thor of Precis de 
l'hfatoire da Ui R~voZution da la Sui6s1H t de Bornll M particulii~, Il~rne, 1798; 
Hom11r.rtged.'1m 81'1~se a1i.x Brav~ if) Unterwa,lacn, 170 ; p,nd. Mdmoirc~, Berne, 
Ziirioh, i>nd Faris, 4 vole. lB'.18. Published after his dea.~h by C. de Tave!. 
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(1761-1831), un<ler which also Gibbon sat. De Bonstetten, a 
friend of Gibbon, having become Bemese Bailiff at Nyon in 
1787, had installed Matthisson with him in the ancient castle. 
At the north end of the grounds of M. de 'l'avel is a hou~e 
wherein resided for some time General Frossard, who gave the 
Prince Imperial his baptism of fire. 1 

M. de Tavel pointed out to me the mansion of Jean Gabriel 
Eynarcl, the clistingnished philhellene, 1775-1863,2 whose 
adopted daughter married his nephew, M. Charles Eynard, 
author of the admirable biography of the celebrated Dr. Tissot 
which I have quoted. Mme. Charles Eynard at Beaulieu has 
many interesting letters collectecl by her hm;band concerning 
Rolle towards the end of the eighteenth century. 

M. de 'l'avel has a copy of a work entitled ' Anne Paule 
Dominique de Noailles, Marquise de Montagn' (Paris, 1865), 
and pointed to its allusions to Holle. I told him I al_ready 
possessed the book, given to me by the late Duke de Noailles, 
with an .interesting inscription. As we walked together to Les 
UttinB, where General Jean Paul Franyois, Duke de Noailles 
(173~-1822), lived in Gibbon's day, M. cle Tavel told me that 
it was an ancient fief of the family of de la Harpe and the 
birthplace in 17 54 of General Amedee, whose father possessed 
the seigniories of Yens and Les Uttins. 'rhe Duke de Noailles 
had lived there twenty years (1792-1812). 

1 The Emperor Napoleon III. made him chief of the military household of 
the Prince Imperial, and held him in such high esteem as to decree that in 
c1tse of his own deo.th and in the absence of the regenoy of the Empress, he 
should have the care of the Prince Imperial, or, more correctly speaking, of the 
yot1tbJ;ul Empero~-. 

• Ey:nard , nfte~ ominent milltnry snrvices in lJis youth; in 'Lhe early pni·t or 
tba century present d t.o tho Gnmd .Duko ot l'ttsGany o.n cl.11.botaie 11n<l sue. 
oossful .llnanoi11I pln.n, MQ received l:rom that .Pi·inco l1onorary ie·btere of 
naturalization, the 1.Ule of Oounoillor, the order o! SL. J Heph, 11>ncl a lJn.tenL of 
nobility. SubsequenMy be booame warmly iutel'es~l)d in the ef)'orta oI Gr nc1; 
to conquer indeJ,'lEmde11ee, =d was named the rcprestmta.tive of Gncac Lo 1111 
the European Oourt.s. Be a.dyanoocl to the Greek Government l,1.i00,000 
tranos, and atterwarils paid out of his own pocket half n. million more. H is 
runinent servfoos were gratof11lly recogn.iaed by the bestowa;l of t11e G~anil 
Cross of the Ile(leeme.r- the highest dignity in ohe k:!ogclom.- and his philan. 
tbropjo efforts in boha.li' of the moLher of nations and clvili~a.tion only o as~cl 
with life itself. J:J:e married n. ,daughter of Daniel Z1iohn.rie Cllill.t0min and of 
Jeann!) Jl!.ll(loeliue Sohmi,dt, who w1,1.s born at Boltenlo.m. J:l er brothe1· 
Nioholri.s (1769- 1856) was o.uthor of Hiiltoirc du Sl/'llOtW dh Dm·fl-rccM, uI nn 
original romance Gi!Mk Ro11i, l\Dd ot many volumes imita.Ling the aLyle of 
various celebrated writers. 
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In the de Noailles' time a brilliant and choice society 
frequented Les Uttins, including those inhabiting the numerous 
cha.tea-ex in the neighbourhood-Marquis de Salgas, the families 
Rieu, Finguerlin, des A1·ts, Senebier, de Ribeaupierre, de St. 
Georges, Tremblay, de Larrey, Rolaz du Rosay, de Mestral, 
Pass:want, de Rovereaz, Favre, Eynll.rd-Chatelain, and the 
Pastor Barbey, the Duke's familiar friend. 

It was to the salon of Les Uttins that Mme. de Stael 
resorted to read and act her own pieces. M. de Saugy 
remembered her and he told me that 'she wa.s very ugly and 

' very red, but hacl infinite grace and great wit. She played 
Zai:re, although she was old and ugly, and received applause, 
not as an actress, but as Mme. de Stael. She was of medium 
height, and stout towards the end of her life; original, 
eloquent, and correct-her conversation was so correct that 
one might have printed her words directly from her lips 
without findi.ng a fault. She had expressive eyes and a 
masculine voice: c'etait une vimgo. 

'Her father, M. Necker, was extremely tall, and became 
in his later l1ays very corpulent. He never thought about 
what he ate or its effect upon his system. He had very large 
features. His portraits are generally excellent likenesses.' 

I spoke to M. de Tavel of the interest manifested in my 
work by the late Duke de Noailles of the French Academy, 
and the regret he expressed in being unable to give me letters 
illustrating life at Les Uttimi in the h1st century. He explained 
this by saying that many of the family papers were destroyed 
during the Commune by the burning of the great library in 
the Louvre. His grand-uncle and predecessor, General de 
Noailles, was a distinguished officer, who began his career as 
colonel of the proprietary regiment of de Noailles cavalry, at the 
head of which be maae the four last campaigns of the Seven 
Years' War, and gave proofs of his valour and military talent. 
He afterwards served as Inspector-General in Flanders, and 
became Governor of Roussillon. 'I'he peace of 1763 enabled 
him · to return to the stuay of chemisky and experimental 
physics which he had cultivated with ardo11r in his youth, and 
in 1777 be was made a member of the Acaaemy of Science~. 
He t.ook a deep interest in literature, and .was intimately 
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associated with the majority of men of letters and philosophers 
of the eighteenth century. As a member of the Council of 
War in 1781 he introduced many ameliorations into the military 
service, and abolished the rule of assigning three infantry 
soldiers to each bed. He had emigrated to Rolle at the 
beginning of the, Revolution, but in 1792 his warm attachment 
to the royal family led to his return; he was present at the 
Tuileries August 10, and remained until the last moment near 
the King. When all hope was lost he succeeded in escaping, 
and took refuge again in Switzerland, where he soon learned 
that the Marechale de Noailles, his mother, the Duchess d'Ayen, 
bis wife, nee d' Agnesseau, and the Viscountess de N oailles, 1 

his daughter, bad perished the same day upon the scaffold. 
He afterwards married the widow of Count de Golowkin (uncle 
of Count Fedor de Golowkin), daughter of the celebrated 
Professor Mosheim (1694-1755) of Gottingen. This attractive 
woman was held in the highest esteem by all the de Noailles. 
Although the Duke's great fortune had been reduced by tllfl 
Revolution to modest dimensions, he received constantly, in the 
most hospitable though simple manner, and delighted his 
guests by a conversation full of interesting reminiscences and 
scintillating with a wit which recalled the epigrammatic 
sayings of his father the Marshal. From him Gibbon found 
a ~ympathetic welcome, and returned it by sincerely condoling 
with the Duke on the sorrows which had befallen his family 
and his country. 'l'bis father-in-law of La Fayette bad £ve 
daughters, worthy of him in all respects. Besides Mesdames 
de 'l'esse, de Gramont, and de Montagn, there was that 
wonderful woman Mme. de la Fayette who shared the captivity 
of her illustrious husband: 

The late Duke de Noailles has drawn a charming picture 

' Wile of Uie Viscount cle Non.illes (17G6- 180·.li) who 1\Ccmnprmied his 
brother-in-l11w La. JJ'ayette to America, where he took pa.rt in three oampn..igirn 
!ought thcee n11.v111 battles, nod signalised himself espeoia.lly at the si.oga of 
(hOlll,l.<fo, the a.tta.uk on Sll.v1111na.h, aucl the bame o! Yorktown, whel'e be w1\a 
chs,rged with the a.rra.ngements !o1· the m.ipilulaLion of the British. 

The author ht\11 oontinuecl n. family noqnainto.nce \\Illich bega.u in the ltWt 
century, a.nd has known personally foul' genere.tions of thJ.s di!Jtjnguished house. 
The .la.te Duke (Jules, 1828--1895), son oJ Duke Paul do Non.ill s (1 02-J.88/i), 
pnbhsbed n. very able w?rk, Gant A11$ d.fl.1MJJ1'bliq·lt a11.:u E fq,/,s- Unis (J'n.1; 6, 
1~86-1889).' and. had he hvecl would cectn.mly hn.ve fol lowed in tbtl footsteps of 
his fat·her m being elected to the ]'r noh .A:oa,demy. 
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of his predecessor's character and surroundiuga at. Les Ut,tins. 
In speaking of Mme. de Montagu's visit to her father at Rolle 

~u~: . 
'In a little house situated in view of the most beautiful 

picture of nature one beheld a man , fallen from the highest 
dignities of his country and depl'ived of his foTt~ne, ~e?uced 
from the habits of luxurv and of the court to the s11nphc1ty of 
a bourgeois life, who had passed from military activity and the 
bustle of the world's affairs to a uniform and forced repose. 
On saw him co.lm, ser n , amiable, without bitterness and 
without regrets, devoted to stmly i.n full liberty of ~li~d, 
connbing for nothing wha.t he had lost and .care~ess of regammg 
it 0110 day, i;> reserving his noble manners m his modest home, 
aaa l" ma.Luing by the strength of his will and his reason above 
the blows of fate : he was a real philosoph r in a tion.' 

When Gibbon said that during bis st;ay at L ausanne from 
17 83 to 17 8 7 he never mov d ten miles from that city, he 
remembered that Mex was within this radius, also the Chateau 
of Beaulieu, where the Neckers, and sometimes their daughter 
Mme. de Stael, resided. Gibbon frequently visited 1YL Neeker 
here in the summer of 1781.. At that time the CMteau was 
approached by a long avenue of chestnuts, a hedge of yoke-~lm 
on either side. The present Place d' Armes was then a beautiful 
lawn, and with the heights formed the po.rk of the Ch~teau. 
This park has now been divid d into several lots. In spite of 
this traces of its former b a.uty remain. 'rhe hedge of 
box~ood which flourished in th eok s' t ime still stretches 
along the front of the terrace, and -~he bosqn ts and arbors of 
oharmille still invite the stranger to their shades. 

Among my MSS. is an unpublished letter of Mme. Necl~er, 
nee Curchod, to the editors of the <Eu vres de Volt~me, 
edition de Kehl (1785-1789): 

'I receive, Monsieur, with much gratitude, the precious 
deposit you confide to me, and shall take all the precautions 
you desire. My attachment to M. de Buffon ~en~ers me ~s 
worthy of this goodness on your part as my adm1rat10n for hLs 

works. 
' M. de Bnffun has handed me several of my lettel'S to 

M. de Voltaire. You ought not to doubt the extreme pleasure 
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I should ?ave in confiding to you hi$ replies, if ren.sons of the 
greatest im~ortance were not opposE)d to it; my name could 
no~ ap?ear m t~e. collection which you are forming without 
bemg. m contradict10n to the entire system of my life. I dread 
notorrnty as. the most dangerous enemy to my happiness and to 
my reput~t10n : the marks of esteem of persons as honest as 
you, Monsieur, and the affection of my friends, suffice for both. 
None of the letters which M. de Voltaire wrote me could be 
printed without .inconvenience to myself; they are all dictated 
~y the indul~ence which he still preserved after a long separa­
t10n, and wh~ch ~he affectio~ of an old man for a young woman 
could alone JUstify. He did not perceive that the years rolled 
by ~or me .as well as for him, and the contrast of his praises, 
so httle smted to my age, would add fresh ridicule to that 
which the pretension alone of allowing my correspondence with 
so great a man to appear, would infallibly bring on me. I 
have only the regret, Monsieur, in this refusal-which is more-. ' over, m accordance with all my principles-that I cannot give 
you proof on this occai>ion of my eaP'erness to do everythincr 

h" h " h w i~ can be. agreea?le to you, and the infinitely distinguished 
sentiments with which I have the honour to be, Monsieur, your 
very humble and very obedient servant, ' 

'c. NECKER.' 

Between l ~90 and 1792 _Gibbon also visited frequently the 
N, eckers at t~eir summ~r residence, the Castle of Coppet, near 
Geneva, which they did not leave unt.il the approach of the 
R epublicans compelled them to seek a safe retreat away from 
the frontier. 

CHAPTER CLII 

ON his return to Lammnne Gibbon writes, November 1 G, 178~, 
to Mme. de Severy at Rolle, informing her of the changes made 
at La Grotte during his absence : 

'My superintendent of buildings must have been satisfied 
with me since I have been satisfied with his work. '}'h(-} 
vestibule has taken a proper and symmetrical look which wiH 
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give you pleasnre. The dining-room is really a fine room, and 
it appears to me so warm and so convenient that two or three 
guests will be as comfortable in it as twenty or thirty, and with 
the aid of a movable screen any form or shape that is desired 
can be given to it. The two libraries with their antechamber 
close like a box; the effect has surpassed my expectation, and 
I doubt if a man of letters has ever been better lodged ; but 
the said antechamber will never be worthy of a more elevated 
name. and you will always have the advantage of me with your 
three dining-rooms. For the less noble parts of the house I 
rely upon the servants; they appear to me to be satisfied. 
Adieu, Madame ; I will not say a word to you about my senti­
ments for you, for Monsieur de Severy, and for ow· children ; 
but I ask for the most exact information about the journey to 
Lyons, and I hope that the young Anacharsis will give me 
news of himself on arriving. As for the comedy, I rather count 
upon Betty, and I preserve with much pleasure the thought of 
seeing you again a day or two at Rolle. I am going this even­
ing or Thursday to the de Oerjats, but as yet I have seen no 
one at all, except Levade.' 

M. Louis Oarrard told me that Professor David Levade 
(1750-1834), one of Gibbon's intimates, had been a clergyman 
in England, and afterwards at the head of the Walloon Church 
at Amsterdam, where he made the acquaintance of his lifelong 
friend, M. Vernede, who on his account purchased a house 
situated Oite-devant 1 (at the left of the steps leading up to 
the Cathedral), in which he resided with M. Levade, to whom he 
finally bequeathed his mansion. M. Levade placed a marble 
plaque on the wall with an inscription to the memory of his 
friend and benefactor. The house is now (1879) occupied by 
Mme. Grenier, M. Ohavannes, and M. de Orousaz. There is 
still in the garden a monument of the wife of Professor Levade. 
Gibbon in his will leaves M. Levade fifty guineas to buy a 
souvenir of a sincere and affectionate friend. Like Gibbon and 
Deyverd un, M. Levade was a great freemason, and at Amsterdam 
was a member of the Holland Lodge, which was greatly esteemed 
by the Royal Family, the King being the Master. 

After M. Levade's death an ancient armchair was found m 
his house which contained on the back a portrait of Gibbon. 
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Levalle usell sometimes to sleep in 11is coffin, and one morning 
his daughter was alarmed to find him dozing therein. 

Gibbon's Library (1879) is covered with wood from floor to 
ceiling, painted a dull yellowish white. The three windows and 
a mirror occupy the whole of the south side of the room and 
there are no closets for books ; but the other three side~ are 
occupied 'by bookcases built into the wall. There are twenty­
seven of these bookcases or closets, great and small, each with 
stout wooden doors and strong keys. Inside remain the mov-
11ble stained wood shelves, with the racks or supports upon which 
they could be raised ' or lowered to suit the size of the books. 
Around the bookcases runs a projecting shelf. 

The floor is in solid pine, smooth with age, and divided into 
squares by broad bands of dark wood, except in the centre, 
where there is also a long diamond pattern. 

Gibbon was right in saying to Mme. de Severy, ' The two 
libraries with their antechamber close like a box'; for he could 
shut the solid wooden doors of all the bookcases, and then 
appear to be sitting in a room without a single book. Was 
this an intentional caprice? /;, 

Mme. d'Apples de Molin of La V.:~~ichere told me that when 
her family moved into the house th~s~ closets were still filled 
with Gibbon's books. She said that it then had only two 
windows, but there was a cabinet de tmvail next west of it 
with one window, which would thus make the three windows 
which Gibbon says his library possessed. 'l'his cabinet de 
travail disappeared when her granduncle, Colonel de Molin de 
Montagny, added the large salon with three windows now next 
to the principal portion of the former library. The cabinet de 
travail was over a passage which opened on the terrace. The 
orangery, which had a large glass door and contained a magni­
ficent collection of orange-trees, was on the ground floor beyond 
the passage just mentioned, and had no storey above it. 

Gibbon's pavilion was built of wood. There was a folding­
door on the west, and another on the east, and a very large 
window on the south commanding a fine view of the lake 
fields, gardens, vineyards, mountains. It was about ten feet 
square, and a tall man found no difficulty in standing upright 
within its walls. It stood at the eastern entmnce of a hw!'cen?i 
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of plum-treeR, whicb formed a verdant gallAry completely arched 
overhead, ancl extending to the wall of the Route du Petit 
Chene. The Porte du Petit Chene was then standing a short 
distance below the line of the berceau. The whole length of the 
terrace, next to the wall, from the greenhouse to the pavilion, 
was a line of splendid plantains of great size. Gibbon was 
forced to cut the tops of these magnificent kees, 1 and the de 
J\fontagny family continued the plan, until they arrived at such 
size o.nd d nsity that it was necessary to destroy them entirely. 
The b~·ceau and the pavilion were called after Gibbon, La 
Gibbonniere. 

Opposi.te La Grotte lived Voltaire's friend, Jacques Abram 
Elie Daniel Clavel, seignior of Brenles, a famous jurisconsult 
(1717-1771 ), who succeeded M. de Loys de Bochat as Lieutenant­
Bailiff in 1754. In 1768 he was appointed by the King of 
Prussia to settle his law-suit with N euchatel, and succeeded in 
his delicate task in a most brilliant manner, but was poorly 
rewarded. Golowkin says that he only received a snuff- box of 
little vruue, with th portrnit of the King, and a purse of .fifty 
louis. His only published work is the Eulogium on M. de 

ys d Bochat (17~5), but he was also the author of' Letfli·es 
rclatiuBS a, la pcu;ificatfon des bl"ouble.~ s·u1•uO?tus c'L Neiwhatel &n 
1768 'and' Plaidoycr et .M6moi1·~~ .nw divers 1wjots,' both in manu­
script in the Cantonal Libl'ary. · is eldest son, Sa.mnel .l!"ranpois 
Louis C~sar Cla-vel de Branl a (1761-18t~3), was a fri nd of 

ibbou, and di d in the house opposite La Grotce. Ha had a 
small key to the garden of La Grotte, and frequently walked on 
the terra.c , being very intimate 'vith the family of Mm . 
Grenier mother of M. Cop,atantin G1·enier. At eighty he 
m1mied the BaT ness de • chemding, who died in 1878, aged 
eighty-four. He left no descendants. 

1 M. de S6very posnesses the letter from Mr. Gibbon to M. Polier de St. 
Gormnin, OJJd the latter's reply, in which he urges Mr. Gibbon to substitute 
some trees in place of his favourite plantains, which would not interfere with 
the view from his (M. de Polier's) house, which is still (1879) standing next to 
La Grotte. 
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CHAPTER CLIII 

AN unflat ed letter (English) , written by Gibbon to Wilhelm de 
Severy at Rolle, gives us a glimpse of distinguished foreigners 
at Lausanne, no doubt towards the close of 1789 : ' Lausanne 
b gins to be v ·1·y gay; I was invi ted last anday to a. grand 
1:rnppe1' at the Oa.stle wi.hh the whole French na.tion the J3 rionne, 
th Oi:w i.gnau 1YI ntboii:miel' tT Vl\.ll X:.1 etc. I was the only 'wias 
11.t tahl . rl1lus v ning I a i·ink tea with t he P rincesse ae Heniu, 
wb declines all pull1 ic iuvitnhlons. I have seen t lie St. Oie)'ges 
who Me v l'Y a omestic animals. Every family except your own 
is now returned. E'JJtrcmios puclieait ?'e<li. · se-you lm.d ·stand 
l10.tin.' In another not he says: ' I hnve n. great dinner, the 
Malmsbnrya, the Bennchamps, the Waalwycks, the Villn.ra, etc., 
fifteen persons of both s xes. Those Elug1ish people of Momepos 
hav not yet sf\en the house of de Ce rjo.t. What a r-v lt ! 
Lol'd. Holland h1 not; d&'i.d cmd Mr. Fox is sufficiently happy to 
find hims If stiLl without for tune and tit! . nee more ailieu . 
Salute for me the worthy inhabitants of' your pretty town, 
especially th Baron and Felton.' 

ibbon writ s from · 11eva, where he was staying with the 
N ck rs, to Will1ehn d S6ve1-y at L ausanne, February 17, 1792, 
nnd symputhises with him nnd his family ou the illness of his 
fothar. He continues : 

'I arn so satisfied 'Yith th life I lead hf're thnt without ruy 
lilm:i.ry a.nc1 youx house, t he cha1·ms of Lansanne (and LanS&UDe 
has cbarms) wonltl not suffice to rooall me there, and I may we-11 
r main antil the jonmey to Coppet .... I bavese u tbe comedy 
acted; much o·ri,seml>lo, littl t.alen ts, b1it we shall ta11 of it more 
at om ease at your heiulih or min . What a succession of news, 
but we understand absolutely nothing of your Pdncess of Bruns­
wick. Where is sh ? Wbat has she attempted to do, what 
connection with t h Emp ·or? Adieu, my friend, my son, 
Ri11c yon _permit, it. In ta.king th name of father it is not a 
vain formula that I employ.' 

Gibbon wrote from T~ausanne, F ebruary 1792, to Wilhelm de 
Severy, then staying with Mr. Trevor, BritiHh Minist,er at Turin: 
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' Cross the rnountu.ins quickly :i.gu.in to rebte to ~s your 
successes at 'l'urin, and to allow us to suspect those which you 
do not relate. In order to raise you in the eyes of y~ur comra~e 
M. de la Pottrie, I told him that you had accompan~ed la Tod1 ; 
he replied, in quite as proud a tone, tha.t he had lumself sung 
with the Signora, so that we must arrange some. othe~· advanta.ge 
over him. You are perfectly right in not going fifty lea?ues 
fart.her to see an old cathedral and a repetition of the Ca~mval. 

'On your passage through Geneva you will find me m ~he 
maison Necker, but you will not be uble, alas! to take me with 
you. I have so well postponed, postponed, that n;Y depa:·ture 
is ::i.t last fixed for the 27th instant, Monday. The strictest 
l'oi'tnight will bring m to the 13th of Mo.rclt, and tml ss s me 
pt· fou1:1Ll. e-nm:u.i which I do not forosee ovel't.a.k s roe, I ount 
ll'p 

11 
granting thr e weeks to 1:1-Y fri uds o.t eneva. In ord r 

to celebrate your return you w1li prepat'e for me, at my house or 
. " fine concert · you will exhibit all your tramontane 

COUll~e, "' > • • d 1 
acquisitions, nnd we will enga~e t?e charrn~mg and hire ta en~s 
of Lausanu ; it will be fine, will it not, this concert! and eveiy 
ne will iiay tMt the best win is to be fotind at the ho;i-se of 

t1
1 

se p ople who n ver drink i. t . ho.ve already a mm d t.o 
mvito for ]1Tiday Ma.rclt 30. It seems to me that al l your house 
· we11 and MD the same. You will have h ·ard of t he 
IS very , . · ~ •t 
bE~lls unil the soir~ s in which l have not partic1pa Cl i l. W8~ 
n ticed that you were absent. I lined y sterdo.y o.t cl fold s 
w:ith your fo.ther , wl10 conduc~ed himself v~ry w 11 ; I l~t,,d ~ri y 
eye on bim in my qunliby as your sul?st1tute. He will dme 
wit h me on Satul'da.y in sufficiently num rous comp~ny­
Lord Grandison, etc. Say a thousand pleasant and fnendly 
things from me to Mr. Trevor. I like him for three reasons, 
this Mr. Trevor: first, Because he is in himself one of the most 
essential men I have ever known; secondly, Because he leaves 
with us all tb year a very amiable wi fe who is the ohai:m of our 
society; and thirdly, n acconnt of his r. ~y paternal kmdne.ss.es 
for you, in which most assuredly I pa.1·tic1pate. I kn w ? eforn­
hand that it wus sca-rcely necessary to l'ecomme~d 11<> hin; ~y 
Vin-Coree if ever he finishes his voyage from Lisbon to 'I urm. 
Adieu, my dear friend, and beli~ve me f~1: life entirely yours. 

' Nil mihi rescribe, attamen ipse vem. 

\'AUD, 13EilNE, AND :,;A \'OY 4U7 

Gibbon was a prud•)nt man in money ma.tters and practised 
what was call.ed in the last century a decent economy. Oue sees 
throughout his correspondence that while he is generous in the 
ar_rangements of his surroundings, fond of the company of 
friends, and extremely hospitable in his whole manner of Jiving, 
he always counted the cost of the smallest undertaking, and was 
w.ont to recommend a~tention to the rightful outlay of money to 
his 'adopted son,' Wilhelm. This characteristic appears in a 
letter addressed from Lausanne, October 12, 1792, to vYilhelm, 
then officer of Dragoons at Nyon: 

'You have just received the cockade and the feather but 
you are still unaware of the gracious and solemn mann~r in 
which they were remitted to me who have sustained in this 
ceremony the character of your representative. My two 
sponsors, MM. Pelham and Robinson, led me towards the 
Dllchess [of Davonshire ], who was sen.ted in an armchair. 
While advancing I made three bows and placed one knee on 
the ground before her. Lady Elizabeth Foster presented to 
her a large un~heathed sword which M. Pelham had brought 
from the Prussian Army. ·with this sword she gave me the 
accolade on both shoulders, and while she presented me with 
the cockade and the feather I promised in your name to fulfil all 
the duties of a brave and loyal knight. I swore it on kissing 
her h~nd. ~his ceremony is only a joke, bnt you can. count upon 
the fnendsh1p of the Duchess, who is as genuin as she is good . 
She leaves .in the early par~ of next week. As she no longer .ha-a 
a ~ook, I dme every day with her at the de Oe1:jats', t1w.ice at the 
Prmce~s, de Bouillon's, at Tissot's (yes, at Tissot's !), at St. 
Germam s, who never loses an occasion of expepse, and at my 
house ; to-day I have a great dinner of fourteen covers. " Ou 
es-tu, brave Crillon?" I do not speak to you of the state of 
affairs. You will know before I do the decision of the General 
Council, ·but af~er the resolutions it is still necessary to see 
what the ?'esoltltion of Geneva will be. Even if it yields I still 
doub~ whether the French will dare to attack a country which 
conta:ms less gold than iron, a nation wise enough to know its 
happmess and courageous . enough to defend it. I am more 
intrepid than Mr. de Montyon, who leaves to-morrow. Bon 
voyage! 
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' your good father is no worse. ~here is cert,ainly no dangm· 
for the moment, but his illness will be very long and ve? 
painful. I dare not look farther ahead .. Your poor mother .1s 
so thin and so sad that I am afflicted by it. Your presence will 
cheer them ; if nothing else happens I think you can t ake 
advantage of your furlough in the course of.next week.. Let us 
arrange so that I will not be at Rolle. Adieu. I forbid myself 
and you the use of all formulre of attachment, &c. Idle words 

must be avoided.' . . 1 , 
'Answer me in Enrrlish,' he adds, 'I had forget [sw] it . 
Gibbon arrain refer~ to the mock order of chivalry instituted 

at Ln,usanne
0 

by the Duchess of Devonshire, in a letter ~o 
"Wilhelm from London, November 14, 1793: 'Every on? is 
very well disposed in your fa~our, a~d the D~chess especiall~ 
has not forgotten her Knight without fear and without reproach. 

CHAPTER OLIV 

IN the instrument which Gibbon dTeW up, Mny 8, 1793, just 
prioi· to his voyage to England, from which he wa? not dest~ecl 
to i·etum, a.nd by which he placed his house and ~ts b longings 
in ono.rge of his Mends, the de Severys, he menhioned that he 
leaves thr e servants i.u his house. 

n the road to London in 179 , Gibbon wi·ote from Brussels 

t M de S~very ' I found here at the poate re.~twntc letters 
o me. . 1 • f 

from Lord Sheffield, and from Maria., wh a.ppea.r cleSU'ous o 
seeing me. The husbo.nd a.Uows only-a. cry of ~arrow~ escape 
him, but that cry is a terrible one.' He wi·1tes ag1n~ from 
London, July 12, that his' pealth has never been better. 

Wilhelm accompanied him as f1.w as F:ra11kfort. 
Gibbon w1ites to Wilhelm de S6very, from Sheffield Pla.ce, 

Septembel' 12, 1793: . , 
' Shall I then a.lwa.ys be unworthy of keepmg up an 

epistolary correspondence with the persons who are really th 
most dea.i· to me? Must I always count upon tlieir .ind~lgent. 
friendship to e:x:cuse my indol nc and to believe thnt I think ~t 
them although I am silent and far distant ? I connt npon it 
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nndoubtedly but; 1 6.un.Uy b atiL' 1nys U' a.nu in order nob to 
!ose mo: of bi.m ~ntl p11per, I will commence without preo.mbl 
JU ~ 1.1.s ~I had written to ~011 1 my dem· friend, a week after my 
arnval m London. That is what I w1·ote in the eveninu wil;h 
the ~ost. fixed intention of :finishing my letter, of closing

0 it and 
sendmg lt off by the next day's post. But alas! this t111fortu­
nate letter .remained on ~y desk for (I don't know how long) ; 
our til.·anquil days have ghded by in a succession of resolutions I 
po tp nements, r p ntianoe, and the pleasure which the reiterated 
proofs ~f your a~ta,onm~nt have made me experience has al ways 
:ieen mmglecl with a shght sentiment of bitterness in compar­
mg unworthy me with my excellent friends at Lausanne. But 
I must cut this n w preface shoit to enter into my snbj et. 
. 'I can no l?nger ent,ertain you with the news of my journey 

s,mce om- .parhin~ at Frankfol't-the fatigues of the road, my 
J- a1·s of bemg bes1 ged nt Ostend or of being inte:rc ipted on sea 
by the corsairs of unkirk. Tinte l1e.s neady effaced m at of 
these detELils, which will, however, l'eturn to me in conversation 
when I have the pleasure of embracing you at London or at 
~aus~nne. In the meantime I pass at once to my actual posi­
t10n m the Ohateau and in the mitlst of the Sheffield family. 
You know that I found them still in London. 1rhe commission 
f01· the re-estn.blishm nt of oredit,· of which My lord is the head 
and .which has llclready rendered the g1•eatest services, chained 
him 1Jo the oity a fortnight after the departure of the ladies. 
• 'ince his establi hment in the country he has been obliged to 
rr~ake seve~·al jo~rueys 1lo Lonfon, in which I have accompaniecl 
him, and either in my firs~ stay or in these journeymgs I hnve 
had occasion· to see almost all the inter sting pen;ons b . fore 
th ir final dispersion for the country. Sine w hav been thel'e 
life has been sufficiently wel l filled; e.·cw·s:ions in th province 
to Myl01·ds lllgl' mont and Pel11am, t;h numerous and active 
camp of the Duke of Richmond who lodged here with his staff 
while passing from the environs of 'runbridge to those of 
Brighton, visits which were made to the Chat.eau itself in 
sufficiently rapid succession, etc. From this agitation we have, 
however, fallen into a sufficiently mild state of indolence and 
tranquillity, which will be somewhat inte1Tupted before the end 
of the month by the arrival of Lady Webster and of her faithful 
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squire, Mr. Pelham ; the l:ttte.r has ~lreacly slept here. He 
announces to us the approachmg arrival of the Duchess of 
Devonshire, who must have passed through your countries. (By 
the way, I caught a glimpse of Mme. de Silva, who will soon 
sail to her regret for Portugal.) 'rowards the 28th of this 
month I shall leave here to do a little travelling, and my 
absence will last nearly two months; I ought to transport 
myself to Bath, to my stepmother, who has regained her ~ealth 
and her strength in a surprising manner; I have promised a 
fortnight to Lord Spencer and his library, at. ~he Castle of 
Althorpe, in Northamptonshire; several other visits of court~sy 
or of inclination will draw me here and there, and the openmg 
of the Parliament at the beginning of November will re-enliven 
the capital very early, but I have given my word to be here 
again before the end of November for a stay. of six weeks, until 
my establishment in London towards the rmddle of th~ mo~th 
of January. Lord S. will often be called there by his affairs, 
but the three ladies, his sister and his two daughters, have pre­
ferred to spend all the winter in the country. 

' Yon a1·e still waiting for me to speak of the moral and 
physical state of this family which interests us in so many w_ays. 
I will certainly tell you something of them, but the matter is so 
delicate that you must, if you please, guess the half of it. I 
mio·ht take credit to myself for the success of my voyage, but, in 
tru~h the invalid was almost cured before the arrival of the 
docto~. W eakened by a blow as severe as it was unexpected, 
the force of his character soon raised him again : business 
matters, the world, distractions of all kinds, came to his help ; 
the tempest has ceased, but be is already weary of this calm, ancl 
I have every reason to believe that be will endeavour sufficiently 
promptly to put to sea again. . . . The younger daught~r has 
grown very pretty since her return from Lausanne, .and. without 
thinking of it takes hold on every heart. Her rnmd is rather 
slow but very attentive ; she is of a charming gentleness, accom­
panied by feeble health and a melancholy humour. If I had time 
I would also speak to you of the aunt whom I had formerly 
u crnppreciated, but who gains every day in proportio_n as she 
develops herself more. Speaking about health , you will not he 
sorry to learn that mine ii:; perfect, rmcl I am :tlrnost tempted to 
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lie:ieve in the influence of native air. I have still a thousanu 
tlungs to tell you, but the fourth page is filled and the little 
postman of Uckfield begins to be impatient. Let us take the 
most essential points. 

' I have as yet been able to do nothing in the public funds ; 
they were only an instant below 75, the highest figure we had 
.fixe? upon,. and Mr. Darrell, my adviser, is of opinion to wa,it 
nnti! the .wmter, when the new loans (they will be only too 
heavy) will make the old funds sink. You can quite believe 
that ~ have not forgotten your plans, but I have not perceived 
the slightest favourable opportunity; you know that Monsieur 
came to seek the son of Lord H awke ; this affair was hurriedly 
a~ranged be~ore ~y arrival, but I would never wish it for my 
~nend. I will thmk of your plans, am1 will continue to move 
m the matt : ; the ~ucl~ess ~md J,;ord Spencer (without speaking 
of Lord • hefl1eld) IVlll a.1.d m to l;he b st ot tbeir ability .... 

'I ~m d light&l without being sm·prised, to leal'll the good 
state of my ~o~s~; the repairs are n t at aU pressing , and I 
count u~on limitmg mys lf b arrn,nge the floodng and to wiwm 
the vest1bule. Rav yotl received 1;he soove from Br uchsal ?' ?n the interi~r of the cover is the following postscript : 

I am sufficiently badly oJf in the matter of servants. 
Dusaut is almost ~nullity, and Louis wishes absolutely to leave 
at the end of the s1x months agreed upon, and will not listen to 
a prolon~ation of leave. I shall have a great deal of worry. 
! would Irk~ to speak to yon about politics, but I must postpone 
it; everythmg goes badly except the liberation of Savoy, which 
c~u·s s me un speak;abl ple11,sum. If you see Madame de S L. 
C1erge you will tell her that the d Constant m11tter is in good 
hands. . A thousand tender g r eting.a to your mothe:r 1i.nd t 
Angletine : they know my heart. I have nothing to say as to 
the peach-house; on my :return I shall applaud her work and 
that of Mme. de Loys: on my return-I envy Louis' fate. this 
fortunate rascal will see you before I do.' ' 

Gibbon writes from St. James's Street to Wilhelm de 
Severy at Lausanne, November 14, 1793: 

' Without daring to boast too much I ought already to 
appear rather less guilty in the eyes of the dear family which is 
good enough to excuse my usual faults, and which counts as it 
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ought upon the nnaltera.bl sentiments of my attachment for lb. 
ardly hM:l my good :friends sent ff their last, leti;er when 

th y must have r c ived mine, with a. slight sket h of the 
physical and moral state of the Sheffield family, and a. general 
idea d my :first plans of my journey to Bath to prer:ient my 
respects to Mrs. ibllon, and of my visit a.fie~wards to Lord 
, pencer, in Northamptonshire. These duties have been 
fulfilled, the visit has be n mn.de, and I ~have been here 
sev ral days since my return from this g1·eat journey. DLuing 
the short stay I am ma.king at London before the f8tes, I am 
lodgeu d ,a1·ly and un.rrowly, but in the most convenient and 
the most honourable quarter of the town. I live in a suffi­
ciently rest:dcted ch·cle, eating at the ho11ses of my friends, 
and making use of sedan-chairs and hackney-coaches. I ha.v 
order d from Lead r the Prince of W ales's saddler, a good 
cavriage, very simphi for T.Jondon, but which will dazzle the 
eyes ol' the Liiueannois. It is without a crane-neck, and to 
make it lighter still, I was so.tisfi d with a can·rosse coupo i hut 
I hop tliaL it will be suitable, convenient, solid, and equally 
serviceable for the town anu for traveUing. It will certainly 
not be ready till next month; I had given the saclJler time, 
ancl he has t ak'en more. 

'.As friendship do s not know when t.o finish, a.nu as in­
dol nc might fin iah sudd nly, I will first discuss the two 
essenbio.l points-the inv stment in the pu blio funds, and ym'lr 
pfans in England. They concel'Il you , consequently I have 
not forgotten them. 

' First. After several conversations with Messrs. Darrell we 
agreed that there was nothing to be done during th~ snmmer, 
and that it would only be on the approach of the wmt r, th 
Parliam nt, anu the new loans, that n notable fall may be hop d 
or feared in the public funds. Their theory ha b en verified, 
and this periorl is fmther postpone.d to th end of the month 
of January. I have made arrangements with my bank i·s, 
Messrs. Gosling, who will make without d:ifficttlty th e necessary 
advances, since they will have the shares as security. mys lf 
had reduced the buying-price 7 J , which I will fix anew l\lt 
70 : at this ra 21800l. sterling in hard money will mat 
t ,OOOl. in the thre per cents. ; and as soon o.s you see t,hem at 
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thi8 price you have only to send me letters of exchange to this 
amount, and the said shares will be immediately transferred 
from the name of Gosling to that of Severy. You will howevei; 
receive a letter of advice at the time. It seems to m~ that thi~ 
mo.ney ':ill not b.e ill-placed, and I share beforehand in your 
sat1sfact1?~ at bemg able to save you from the wreck of you

1
· 

country if it should be swallowed up, without having to fear the 
sad fate of the :Frenc~ emigres. In this century nothing can bti 
foreseen, but I chensh the hope, and even the opinion that 
England and Switzerland will survive the universal delu rr~ . 

' Second. I wish I had the affairs of' your govern01~hip as 
well a~vanced. My eyes have been always open, my ear always 
attentive, but I hear everywhere that, with a few chance 
~xceptio~s, like that of Lord Carmarthen (by the way, has he 
found himself fortunate?), the career is almost closerl and 
decried. I have reasoned a great deal in a general and in a 
particular way with the Spencers ; they wish to keep their son 
at college and at the university as long as they can in order to 
make him travel after the age of tweuty years having his reason 
alone for a guide and ·governor. Here then is that old idea so 
h~ppy, so appropriate in every way, vanishing now in ~he 
distance. r. opened my mind carefully to several.chosen persons 
o~ the s~bJect of your intentions. Every one is very well 
disposed m your favour, and the Duchess especially has not 
for~otten her Knight without fear and without reproach. But 
then· esteem for you and the little respect they have for this 
voc.~tion produced am ong your friends a sort of repugnance 
whwh I myself. feel at lowering you below your place in society, 
and they act without energy to give you what they consider 
unworthy of you. If something mucl1 superior to the common 
run of things presented itself, that would be all right, but at 
least I would not like to see my friend this wintfll' in London 
without a position, mixed up with a crowd of hangers on. 

' Perhaps, after all, it is better for an honest man to live 
near his family, to limit his ideas, and to cultivate his garden. 
I am al ways thinking of mine, and would not be sorry to have 
news of the work done to the peach-house. As for the internal 
repairs, they can only be begun in the month of February and 
you will do well to send me a little list of all the passif;ililics, 
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whieh I will reduce to a small number of realities. Give a 
proof to the Dragon des Hesperir1es, at Bussigny, of how much 
I am satisfied with his vigilance; he will apparently come to 
seek me at Ostend. Louis is about to leave, and will see you 
on the way; this is unfortunate; but Dusaut is exerting him­
self and is learninO' English. I am greatly pleased with your 

' b arrangements with regard to the new servant. Inform the 
Canoness and Levade that I am very grateful for their letters ; 
that I have the will to reply to them, but that my pen does 

not always obey my will. 
' I do not wiHh to drown myself in the ocean of politics. 

One laughs, one shudders, and one trembles. Why, my brave 
Swiss, have you not driven tlie devils out of Savoy? Why have 
you not succoured that poor Lyons? However, I p~·efer to find 
you again happy anu tranquil, and I mueh de~ire to fin1l 
you again. May time and reason renJer to the most wm:thy 
of mothers, to the best of friends, beaUh, calm, and the enJoy­
ment of all the good things which remain to her.' 

After Gibbon's cfoat.h (.Tamrnry 16, 1794) Colonel George de 
}Jolin de Montagny resided in La Grotte with his wife, who 
died there in 184·2 at the age of eighty-six, the same year as 
their only child Marie, the wife of General Louis Grenier, 
formerly in the service of Holland.1 At the time of my r~­
searches at La Grotte it was occupied by Mme. Oonstantm 
Grenier, of whose kindness I have spoken in my preface. 

• Tlie micestor oi the disting11iahed family of G_ran!er was Jean Ownior1 
dommisaioner of Elxt ntes, and belonged to n.n anru~nt Prote11tnnt fll.~ly ot 
the Po.ys de Gex, i:n France. Driven on~ of his nn.t1v~ co11ntry by ;nhgloui; 
troubles, he married in Switzerltmd Gaspnn1 Levner, !Lll~ received the 
bourgeoieie of evey in 1079. His thinl son, Airuli Adn.m, O·tem r (1675-17M), 
n,11.rried Marie Vial, of Vevey, nn<l resided at Lyons ns .a. l)lmke.r .. Ela 
voungest aon, David, who matried Mlle. Ho.rely, we.a a Geno.ral Jn th ~?rv •ce of 
kolln.nd. Oni1 of his cln.ughtm·s mo.nied ~eneral Bnr?n du Pont',. Bia old ~st 
ROD Aim6 Benja.min Grenier, ma.rriecl A.ntomette Andrionne de Loye; C?-et1eial 
Da~d Gr nier's second son, 1'rn.n~1ois Louis Grenier (d. 1820), marned m 180 
l\fa~ie de Molin, only child 1m1l h iresa of OolonEll George cle ~fo11D de 
Montagny, and from him inherited La Gr tt.e. Eh le!t one son, Dav1.d Gcorg~ 
Consto.ntin r nier (d . 1875\, who, in. 1845, nmrrierl Mlle. nour1<eo1a-Do1C~t, 
ot Lea Corceletfes, on Ln.ke :fl euahAte.l, whose f!lthe'., :r.;. Emm11.nnel Bourgeoi~, 
wa~ Colonel in tbe Federal 11arvice, Prefect of the d1af.r10~ of (:lrl).11?aon, de,;iuty 
of the Grnnd Council of the C11.nton of Va.ud, a..nd from, tb~ 0'1!no1l of Vo.i)d .1° 
that of Berne. His moth er was the Barour.ss de Cra1ts~e1m, of Bavaria 
His wife was Mlle. Doxat, of the ancient family already mentioned. 
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William B ckfo'l·d (' a1;hek ') bought the library of Gibl.>011 
immediately a.ft r the latter's death. He took to i nglo.nd 
eight 01· ten volum s of especial vnlne, and requested his 
physician, Dr. Frederic Soh<Jll, to ke p the libra1·y iu his houat>, 
which the doctor did until 1815 OJ! 1816, when Beckford pre­
sented the volumes to him. In 1825 Dr. choll sold half' of 
the library to Mr. Ra.Uiun.y, an English geutl roan wlio l ad 
bought a little chii.teu.11-which resembled a simple bower-near 
Orbe. It was agl'eed between them that the libnary should be 
tlivided into two portiollS, and tha·t they should draw lot,s for them. 
For the portion thnt fell to Lim allilfay paid 12,500 francs 
and carried off the hooks to his tower, where the remained for 
yea1 box ~ up. The portion of Dr. Scholl was dis1~el'se~ in 
Germany and A.m rica. 'l'he librari0in ol an Am tican univer­
sity vi ited Lausanne and pur ha.sea tive Lundi' c1 of th 
volumes. This information was obtained at Lnu!l}\nne , ep­
t.emb r 30, 187 , from r. choll's daughter, Mlle. tanny 
Soholl, 25 ll'1 1Yfau1>t (otherwise .M.o.uvais Pall-for hlii .. 'il wus 
iormerly a swampy district). She has lit rary tl-ist s. MU . 
H oriette • choll, bet· sister-very aged tt11J. somewhat infam­
was th god-cluughter ot' Beckford, w110 resid d at Law.mnue, 
whe1·e she was born. 

Among the works in Gihl.iou's l ~bnt.i-y wet• various volum s 
on Cln:i.l)tian M.iasions, among them ' rant:,-, sur les Missions 
Moraves t~u Groenland.' M. Allenspo,ch 11 books 11 r at Lau­
sanne, tells m that several books have passed through his ha.nds 
containing Gibbon's book~plate. He thinks that a portion of 
tbe librnry wns sold in England, nnd the rest to right aud left 
ILt Lauaanne. The books that did not come from Englaud 
were wretchedJy bound. 

Near tilie close of 1798 jbbon wrote to his adopted ison, 
Wilhelm 'In this cenbury nothing cnn be foreseen, bat 1 ohei-i.ah 
the hope, and even be opinion, that Englund and Switzerland 
will survive the universal a Juge.' 

.A.s I crossed the Plaoe St. Fran is last nigl1t, t.he same 
bells rang out the hour whose music Gibbon heard in his house 
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behind the church, but they now sounded over a deluge of 
change. If Gibbon were now to walk through the town which 
was his delight, bis astonishment would increase at every step. 
He would find only ruins of the house where he passed happy 
years, and with them engulfed the neighbouring mansions of 
his friends de Brenles and de Polier St. Germain. 

A.mid many wrecks he would find his great work still 
enlisting the attention and applause of mankind. 

Dr. Frederic Scholl, Gibbon's physician, who died in 1835, 
always spoke of his 'tranquil, bon et doux' character. His 
daughter told me that she had never heard any unkind word 
or action attributed to Gibbon. The only criticism was the 
sorrow experienced that he should have taken an apparent 
stand in opposition to religion. 

Th re are intellectual und spiritual fri nds of past g 11era­
tions whom w follow from land to lnnd, from the cradle to the 
grave, as we ca.nnot accompll.i:ly nny contemponwy. mong 
those whom I have t hu known wi h 11 certain intimacy is 
Gibbon . But while o.dmirjng his marvellous atr ngth, be 
app ars to m another example of the limited acop of th 
humf).11 n; U:nd. f great thoughts cone 1'Ding th univ i·se t\nu 
all that li 11 b yond he ht:1cl none : while solving great and 
int ricatie prohl ms in tl1e domains of antiquity, he could n,ot 
1· cognize the underlying corr nts of his own time. 

'.l.1h grea1;est histor ian was g reat also in his friendships. 
His d ath appeal's cha.r11-0t;eristio. It really reault,ed from 

his voyage from Switzerland to consol bis fri nd Lord 
Sheffield for the loss of his wife. Within L-w nty hotirs of th 
end the aying man still thin.ki; he can last many yeal's, an :l 
pass s away with th same unconsciousness of the great world 
opening before him t hat be had shown in failing ti0 detect the 
onward march of the French R v lution . Yet was this great 
man's life offered on the altar of friendship. 
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peace signed at, i. 255 

Il itssets de Pury, Les, Mme. rl e 
Waren's residence, i. 43il, 435; de­
scription, 434 ; portraits, 436 

Bassets, Les, ii. 59, 98 
Batt, Mr., ii. 263, 385 
Bauquert, Mitrie de, Duchess o[ l'en-

thievre, i. 421 
Beau Sejour, ii. 456 
Beau Site (Les Toises), ii. 215 
Ileauclerk, Lady Diana, dro.wing of 

Gibbon by, ii. 308 
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by de Sancy, i. ~02 . Montolieu, i. 449 _ . 
Chablais, boundal'!es, i. HJO Chil.telard and Gingms, connection 
Chablais occupied by Duke of Savoy, between, i. 456 -

i. 203 'th Chil.telard, ceremony on accession of Chabot, Mlle. de, correspondence wi new lord, i. 462 
Mme. de Brenles, ii. 210 Chatelard, Chateau, i. 441, 43~; .de-

Chailly, residence of Mme. de Warens, scription, 445, 449; rebmldmg, 
i. 440 ; ii. 98 . 101 461 . sale of, ibid. 

Cballand, Bishop Guillaume de, i. . ; Chittel~rd Seigniory of, i. 50, 445 
arms on palace, 354 ; consecrntes Chiltelet M. du, at Cirey, ii. 122 
chnrch of Ripaille, 85 Chatelet'. Mme. clu, ii. 123, 124 . 

Champbonin, Mme. do, letters to Vol- Chn.udet, H., architect of Montreux, i. 
taire, ii. 122, 123 . 

9 178 Champvent, sei>(niory of Van~, I. ~O!l Chaudet, restores H~spital of St. 
Cbandiell, Antony de, life of, i. 141 Mary at Villeneuve, 1. 192 . 
Chanrlieu Castle, i. 140 Chavannes, Alexandre c .. , f

0

r1end of Ch "ncl1'et1, de, c1escription of the St. t h t 247 
w 'l'issot, ii. 194 ; ' ea ec is , 

Bartholomew, i. 164 Chavannes, de, house of,, ii. 206 
Chandieu, de, mansion, i. 333 Chavannes, M. Ernest, i. 157; c~ll.ec-
Chanclieu family, i. Ul9-144 . tions of letters, ii. 173; wntmg 
Chandieu-Villar8, Mme. W. de, wishes about • Crottaz,' i. 7 

to rent La Grotte, ii. 418 Cheires Seigniory of, i. 351 
Chaneaz, seigniory, i. 381 Chenal~z, de Mannlich de la, death, 
Chantal, Mme. de, founder of Convent ii. 298; !ego.tees, 298 .. 

of Visitation, i. 501 OMnedolle o.t Busslgny, u. 451 
Chapelle, La, Drniclic monument neai·, Ohesea.nx, de Loya de! a.t Btemgahlteni 

i. 514 Abb i i. 1191; founder ot ~og:rap ea 
Chapnisiz, Perronette, ess o Society of L. B,U.sanne, !1 .. 171 

Bellevanx, i. 158 . S of I 366 
Cb "rles I. of Savoy, the Warnor, i. Ohe11en.ux , e1gruory .• '. l t ta! 

w Ohessex Jean, clescnption o 0 

Cl1~81•01e" V., letter to Lausanne, i. solar ~clipse, i. 387 
w ° Chesterfield, Earl of, . . 
122 correspondence with his son, ii. Chrirles, Prince, of Nassau, Comt 267 
mourning for, ii. 308 death, ii. 401 .. 

Charles the Bold. (See Burgundy, letter tu Deyverclun, 11. 400 
Duke of) 
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Chesterfield, fifth F.rirl of, career, ii. 

401; letters to Deyverdun, 399, 407, 
410 

Constant, Benjamin, i. 113; ii. 302. 
477 

Constant, Colonel Philippe G er­
main de, death, ii. 203 

Ohete.rdie, Me.l'C1uis rlo la, ii. 228 
Oh vaJiers de Jn, Ouillor, i. I HI 
Ohioou.z, Seigniory, i. 4.41, -143 
Oli illon, CbAtca.n, i. 41i8 

hombo.rdmont, i. 117 
festi vities u. t, L 4!13 
sl fontion of, l. ll(J 

ObiJJon 
inves tell by Bornese, i. 115 
list of inhn.bitn.nts, i. 175 
P ete1· of Siwoy 11t, ii. 69; victory, 

roaulta, i. 116 
view of, i. 188 
Villeneuve's account of murder 

of Jews at, i. 50 
Chot1owiecki, D., letter to Deyverdun, 

ii. 411 
Oboiaeul, Count Oese..r Gabrial, Duke 

de J?rnsl'in, let ter to Voltn.fre, ii. 2/i8 
dhoiseul, Duke de, ii. 22r, , 227, 254, 

257 ; Jotter of Voltfllre to, 827; 
opinion ol Ti~sot, 190 

' Ch ronicles of $1woy,' editors of, i. 
1(10 

Oinq Mai:s, cx,ecution of, i. 250 
Olflirou, Mlle., ii. 87, 226, 227, 2A2 
OJavcl, Ja0<1ues A. lil. D., Seii:;nior o! 

reulea, friend of Volt11fre. (Sec 
Brenles) 

Ol1wel, Sois nior of J\fo1·a l1ll, ii. 812 
OU1es, Ob lltoe.u tlos, i. 108 ; ma$s11Qre 

nt, 101 
OJisson, OonsLablo de, l. (JS 
Olodius, 0 . A., sketch of, ii. d.U; 

letters to Dcyverd\w, 4.15, 416 
Ooluoi·t, l\Unistar of L ouie XIV .. , i. 268 
Oolgn.oo, !\fr. Tbon111s, Lol.'cl F.lhellleld's 

s teward, ii. 362 
Colini, Volta.ire's aeorntary, ii. 20'.l 

lottQr of, ii. 182 
memoirs, ii. 247 
sent by Voltaire to Paris, ii. 186 

Colombier, de, family of Villeneuve, i. 
198 

Columbanus prnacbing in Helvetia, i. 
BG 

Oo1une11us famlly in Morea, l. 207 
• Comte Ve1•t,' i. 57, 60, 420 

1lofoats 'l'u1•ks, i. 60 
!Juno or. 61 

Confmterruty o! the Spoon, i. 115 
Conrad, King of Burgundy, n.t Vcvoy, i. 

412 

Constant, David de, Minister at 
Coppet, i. 356 

Con~in.n ~, de, hou ses of, i. 378 
Co~t1n1t rle.Rebooque. (S4e Ueu Ctp1n) 
d o11 atunt d'Hor menohcs. (See H.ii·-

menohes Oonst:m e d') 
onallnnt, General tle, acoillent, jj , :n L 

Constantine Pn.lll'Jologus, exile ll.t 
lliistra, i. 207 

Conway, General, ii. 3fl5 
Conzi6, de 

account of Mme. de \Varens' 
debnt in Savoy, ii. 63 

account of Mme. de \Yarcns' bst 
days, ii. 114 

opinion of Mme. de Wn.rens, ii. 
HI 

opiufon or n uasen.u, ii. 05 
Coopm1

, li'o11imo1·e, <losct ipiion 
Hlrrnay in V11nd , i. 511; 

Oop1>M, nstla of, Gibbon visits 
Neokw:s n.b, ii. 1111, 1~\J (J 

OorceUoa vl!J11ge, L 20(l 
Ocrm11ccz, :1.ru1J, do, flt Asnierm;, iL 80 
Ool'~aucez, llouasenu's M en 1, Ji . 27 
Oont.1!Jj)Oll(lence Couud 11~ Ln Gl'oHo, 

i. I) 
Corrcvon, G:i.hricl de Soigneux clc. 

(Sc1) Seignenx) 
Conis, Mme. do, letter to Deyvel'dun, 

ii. 437 
Corsant, cle, cloing penance at l\foxilly, 

i. 478 
Co1·aior, .il.llo.m1111d ai, ii. 151 
Oorsie1• OlJtttc(lu, doscriJ?!i.on of, i. 1190 
Oots iru·1 J11y1mirmt cla Duin, i. ll2tl 
Cossoimy, J ann rle, sirn ol Dorch r , 

i. 410; disputes with Phll!p of 
Savoy, 110 

Oossonny, Plon e do, n.ssasslMtion oC, 
i. 102 ; oomm11ncli11g OhlLtea u dos 
011\es, 101 

Cosso1111y, sHuation of, i. 21!) 
Cott.cos, M. Ol'insoz <le, ii. 210 
Couey, lilng\l et'l'l\l](l de, Count de 

Soisaons, i. 62 
ar1uy, i. 05 
claims maternal inheritance, i. 

64 
cleath, i. 70; Gibbon on, ibicl. 
llHtnifesto, i. 05 

'Consensus ' controversy, i. 367 
Constant, Adrien de, account of fete 

at Abbaye de !'Arc, i. t:20 
vor .. n. 

rewarded by Edward III., i. 63 
Couey, Ilaoul de, cleath, i. G2 
Condray, Baron of !Ja, co-seignior of 

Yverdon, i. 42il 

LL 
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Couclmy, 8imon t1u, writing to 
Volt1hire, ii. 121 . . 

Council of Basle aclJournmg to 
Lausanne, i. 78 .. 

Crruner Brothers, 11. 182, 183 
Cr~ssie;., birthplace of Mme. Necker, 

i. 285 d' 1 
C t Mai·ie clu wife of F er man( 
r~! 'Bouvier, i'. 185 ; dowry, 186 ; 
torture, i bid. 

Crest, Micheli clu, Gibbon's account 
of, ii. 316 

• Cret • at Villeneuve, i. 195 . 
Cretes, Ch1'i.teau cles, i . 434; clescr1p-

tion, 437 .
1 

cl' 
Croix, La, attorney of M. cle V1 Jar m, 

ii. 54 .. 
9 4

G 
CronstL, punishment, n. ~0\J, 2 
Crousaz, Abmham cle, sket c.h o_f , 

i. 255 ; signs document relat111g t o 
flaurin, ii. 24G 

Crousaz, Aymon cle, ii. ~7,9 .. 
Crons!1z, Ileniai:iin de, i .. nri; II" 27~ 
Crnusaz, Chevalier de, legend of, I. 3.,0 
Crousaz, Dl1vid cle, Burgomaster of 

Lausanne, i. 339 
Crousaz, cle, distinguished members of 

family, i. 27.5, 27~! 391 ~ 
Crousaz, Emile <le, 11. 214, 4?1. 
Crousaz I sbrnncl de, susp1cton s of 

plot 'of Isbrnnd cl' Aux, i. 167; 
reve11ls plot to Bailiff, 168 

Crousaz, Je!1n Daniel cle, sketch of, 
i. 335 . 

IJrousaz, Jean Pierre cle, the plu~o­
sopher, influen ce on Voltaire 
and Gibbon, ii. 278 

lo"iC, ii. 27R, 280 
po~·trait, ii. 279 
Hector of Lausanne Ac11demy, 

i. 370 
sketch of, ii. 278 

Crouso,z cle Meirnry, Roclolphe cle, 
friend of Gibbon, restores L ausanne 
Cathedral, i. 27 

Crnusaz-Polier, Mme. de. (See Mme. 
de Montolieu) . . 

Curchod Mlle. Suzanne (Mme. Necke1} 
at Lausanne, ii. 284, 325, H28 
at Montelima.r, ii. 347, 348 . 
correspondence with Gibbon, 

ii. 331, 335 .. 329 ·, 
description of Gibbon, 11. 

of herself, ibid. .. , 
letter to Deyverdun, .1.1. ~ ·~(j 
letters to Gibbon, 11 • ililr.!, 339 • 

842, 345 ~ 
meeting with Gibbon at .1."ernoy, 

ii. 377 

DrnuET, opinion of eonc1uct of Berne 
and Ziirich, i. 395 

Daillens, villnge in Vaucl, i. 330 
Dangeau, Fraiwois, bapLisin of 

childrnn of, i. 405 
Daw1eville, Baron de, and Mme. clo 

w"arens, ii. 112 
Dapples, ,Je::i,n Pi~~'l'e , .ske!ch of, i. 3-1 \l 
D!1rrell, Edward, 11. 21i3 , D01, 502 
Davel Maj or, A.D.C. of General cle 

8ac~onay, i. 3()1 ; ii . 2[15 
Dayrolles , S., ii. 382 ; letter to 

Deyverc1un, ii. 402 
D effand, Mme. du, story of Gibuon 

[\lld, ii. 3\Jl 
Delessert, Captain, at. the seconcl 

bo,ttle of Villme1·gen, !'.3[12 .. 
D 6.l ices , Ijes, author's v1H1t to, 11. l:ll; 

Voltaire negotiates for, 127, lill, 
Hi2 

Delley, seigniory of, i. H.55 . 
Denbigh, :E~ arls of, connect10n wilh 

the H o,psbmgs, i. 41 
Denis , l\ime., Voltaire' s niece, i i. 136, 

168 ; acting, 220 . . . Q 

Dennrnrk, Protestant ofJJce1;s, m, 1. 2.,,3 
Desnoir esterres, confirms I ronclun s 

juclgmen t of Voltaire, ii. Hl7 
Dessaix, account of legend of Claude 

Pleury, i. 48G . , . 
Detmold, Mme. de Ja Pottne s lloscnp­

tion o!, ii. 310 
D eux.Ponts , Prince des, ii. 311 .. 
Devonshire, Georgia1m, DL1cheris of, 11. 

407, 500, 503 . . 
Devonshire Duchess of (Lndy E lrn[I. 

beth Fo~ter), aneeclote of Gibbon, 
ii. 3Gl; 11t Lausanne, 497 . . 

Deyverdun, geneo,logy .~f family, l. ~1; 
cleriv11tion of no,me, 11. :l82 ; mans10n 
of i. 154, 324 

Dcyverclun, George, i . 9.~' 1.26 
accomplishments, u. 432 . 
account of Amo,cleus VIII., 1. !lo; 
_of Gilttingen and its professors, 

ii. 408 .. ~ 
appointment as tutor, u. ;,82, 

384, 399 
at Lu Grotte, ii. 4il2 . .. 
at Strasbourg with Co,ghostro, n. 

437 
author of translation of 'Wcr· 

thor • ii. 411, 418, 4B3 ; of 'Le 
Tabieau ile Ilougi,' 405 

charaoLer, il. S4B, 498 'tl 
corroapondenoe, ii. SS0--4o3; wi 1 

Cloliius, 414: with Mlle. ?11~-
chocl $49. with Gibbon, ;l8u, 
3\l'3, fl\W, 42:i, 4'W, 4:31, 4138 
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Dcyvcl'clnn, George 

criticism on Grthricl de Seignenx, 
ii. 8 ; on Pavilliard, 303 

death, ii. 28\l, 4ilrJ 

Deyverdnn, Mme. Samncl, i. 32G; ii. 
7, ~!H, HOl 

Ditl l'OL, lL 374 il6 

diar,y, ii. 300; extracts from, 303 
favourite books, ii. 304 
fonncler of French Academy at 

JJeipsic, ii. 408, 411J, 483 ; of 
Li terary Society o, t Lausanne, 
438 

Dlelfbl~cb, Gene.~nl de, oomm anc1!ng 
right wing llt Villmorgen, i. 808 : 
WO\tnded, J. 899 

Dillon, Count, l'llf(iment of, L 278 
DiotlJLti (ue1t 1· Geneva), i. a 
l>itton, Humphrey li. 158 
Dlvioon, si te of Helvetia victory of, Freemason, ii. 2!J7 

friend ship wit.Ii Gibbon, ii. 302 
g()vernor to Philip Stanhope (Lore! 

Cheslorfielcl), ii. :JG8, 399 

i. 129; puJnfu1g by Gloy1·e, 130 
DommM•t:in, constitution ol, i. 358 
Doimeloyo, lle:ljl'niory, i. 381. 

in E ngland with Gibbon, ii. 355, 
H78 

inh erits l\lnie. de Iloclrnt's pro-
perty, ii. 7 

J usticier , ii . 2UO 
Jets L11 Grothe to M. UotlU, ii. ll7CI 
letter to M'me. de Doohat, ii. 4-05 ; 

to Mme. de O!'ous11z-PollOJ", 
•1d:4 ; to Gill bon, i2!l 

lin El.'! on theDMLle of Lnupen , i. 08 
lines to Milo. Ourcl1od, ii. 326; to 

Mlle. do Bl'eB&onBz, ii. l(lll 
' M6moh'esLitt~1•afre11cl.e In. Grn,nde 

Bl'etague.' ii. 880, B88 . 
menu of dinner at Eclrnndens 

son t to, ii. 448 
portrnit in La Grotte, ii. 3fi0, 362, 

4ili:l 
proprietor of La Grotte, i. 7 
residing with Mme. de Bocha t at 

Lu Grotte, ii. 297 
retnrn t o Lausanne, ii. 292 
tour to Grnyere with Bride! and 

Hoell , ii. '.126 
tour with Alexander Hnme, ii. 418 
translation of 'Decl ine [l,nd P11ll,' 

ii. 389 
travelling with Lort1 Miclleton 

!1nd Mr. A. Hume, ii. 407; with 
Philip Stanhope, 400 ; with 
Sir H. Worsley, 3\J(j 

unpublished correspondence, i. 
528 

will found in La Grotto, ii. 400 ; 
docum cn1.s relating to, 441 

Dc,_yvertlnn, or cl'Yverdun , J ean, i. 205 
J>cyvcrdnn, J ean Jules , ii. 423 
llcyverdun, Je>m Louis, maniage; i. 

326 
Deyvei·dun , l:mujs, l 125, 126 
lJey vorclrm, Philippe, effect s of ear th­

quak M Lisbon, H. 201 

Doppct, a.o-0ount ot !\Ima. de W11renA, 
ii. M; author of n.pocryphAl 
•Memoirs of Mme. de Warens,' 
1. 4oa; ii. Bo 

Doxat, Etienne, settles in Switzer· 
land, i. 208 

Dox1~t fa,m:lly, grnn~ of nobili ty to, 
I. '.H4 ; history o!, 20(} 

oxal, Lolio, i, 208 
.Oox11t, J.Jien!anant, clel gate f~om 

Yiierdon, I. 205 
Doxat, (Colonel) !\faurico, of Champ­

vent, i. il09 
Doxa t, Nicholas, in I-Iolltmd, i. 27G; 

in Austria, i. 277 
Doyen, or Moderntor, duties of the, 

i. 153 

'Dr1\gonnaile,' origin of word, i. 200 
Dn bllohet, builds Les Ot·~tea , i. 488· 
Dufour, Goueml, opinion oI de 

onr.enbnch, l. 207 
Duin, Pierre !le, Selgnio.r of Dox, 

i. 4.00 
Dulan, account of inhabitants of 

Vaud, ii. 3 
Du.Ion, laan.o, of Vevey, nrnrriag13

1 
Ii. 1 

Du11·u1.lne, I1A.Stor, ii. 273 
DunanL, Soiguior of Grillie. (SM 

Grillie) . 
Dunoyer, Mlle. Pim1ietto, and OavnJJor 

and, oltaire, i. 281 
Dupont, letter to VoltaJre, il. 1(11 
D uret, o.I Lansa.nne, M Brrunsartnn, 

i. 391 
Dusaut, Gibbon's vo,l et, ii. 501, 504 
Dutail, Colonel, ii. i:lOU 

EnAr, IV., Soignlor of La Snrru.z, i. 453 
J!:cho,!Jens, 0(Ltholi,Oll of, i. 24.l 
Echandons, Chlllet d', menu ot dinner 

at, ii. 4.48 
.Tilcnrchwrs, brigands, at Vevey, i. 42·! 
Ecublens, Guilbume d', Bishop o~ 

Lans111rne. i. 38 

Deyv rdun, Captain Samuel, i. il2[i; 
jour1111-l of, ii, 202 ; extracts from, 
~!JH,_;;oo ; 111nrrin.ge contrncL, ~~1 ~1 

f!cn blcns , seigniory, i. 383 

I, I. 2 
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Edgeworth, Mir;s, visits Mme. cle 
i\iontoliou at Bussigny, ii. 4!)1 

Edict ordering public dispute on 
religion at Lausanne, i. 122 

Eliot, Edward, connection of Gibbon, 
ii. 385 ; letters to his father, 2G9 

Eliot, Mrs., ii. 385 
Eliot, sketch of family, ii. 2G9 
Elmsley, Gibbon's publisher, ii. 381, 

BR3, 385, 465 
Emanuel Philibert, Dllke of Savoy, 

claims Vaud, i. 15\J 
ErlA.ch, Colonel Louis d', command­

ing Bernese troops, i. 201 ; com­
mamling in Vaud, 1()7; successes 
of, 202 

Erlach, Genernl cl', of Castellen, i. 464 
Erlach, Rodolph d', Advoyer of Berne, 

i. 38 
at Laupen, i. 53-56 
death, i. 53 

I\rmenonville, ChtLte!1U d', ii. 99 
Escallier, Abbe D., letter to Volt!1ire, 

ii. 241 
Escher, family, ii. 253 
Escher, Professor, of Zlirich, letters 

to Mme. de Bochat, ii. 251, 297 ; 
to Rosset cle Hochefort, 250 

Espaule brothers (8c!1pula), arrested, 
i. Hi9 

Estaing, cl', saves Philip Augustus at 
Douvines, i. 21() 

Estavayer, Noble Cuno cl', Provost of 
the Chapter of Notre-Dame of Lau­
so,nne, compiler of Co,rtulo,ry of 
JJaUS!1nne, i. 25 

Et,oile, Mme. de l', death, ii. 311 
Eugene, Prince, i. 3\JG; visits Nichol11s 

Doxat, i. 277 · 
Enler, Leonlrnrcl 

indemnity from Empress Eliza­
beth, ii. 240 

letter to his sister, ii. 237 
sketch of, ii. 237 

Evian 
ancient register of, i. 128 
description, ii. 66 
franchises granted by Peter of 

Savoy, ii. 71 
gmnt of ffinclB to, i. 121) 

Eynn.rd, Charles, IJ.\l~hor of biogrnphy 
of Dr. 'l'issot, ii. 194c, 195, 487 

FALCONER, TnoMAB, opinion of Gibbon's 
•Decline ancl l<'all,' ii. 3Ul 

Falkenschiold, de, ii. 458 
Fare!, i. 123; at Tbonon, 512 
Fatio, Pi~rre, o! Geneva, fate of, i. 2!9 

Fatrnigny, Ardutius de, Bishop of 
Gcnev11 and Provost of Lauslrnne 
i. 86, 37, 4lln , 

Faucigny, Aymon de, i. 413 
Faucigny, Gerold de, Jlishop of Lau. 

sanne, i. BG 
Faucigny, Rodolph clc, i. 37 
F11ucigny, royal house of de, ancestors 

of tlrn cle Blonays, i. 468 
Faucigny '· 8ieur cle, besieges the 

Bourg, i. fl9 
Faucigny, Mme. de vVo,rens' mine at, 

ii. 112 
Favre, President, and daughter at 

Annecy, i. 502 
F11zy, James, romance of 'Jean 

d'Yvoire,' i. 199 
Felix V., Pope, coronation at Bnslo 

i. 72-76; nobility present, 72. (Sc~ 
S11voy, House of (Anrndens VIII.)) 

Felone, Mlle. cle, maid of honour 
ii. 310 , 

Ferguson, Kenneth, letter to Deyver­
dun, ii. 413 

Ferney, Voltaire at, ii. 154, 213 
Fichet, Guillo,nme, introduces print­

ing into France, i. lUO 
Fielding, origin of no,me, i. 44 · 

novelist, ii. 445 ' 
Fierville, actor, at Bayreuth, ii .. 167 
Firth, Mr. Charles H., new edition of 

!Jmllow's 'Memoirs,' i. 21l0 
Fonbonne Castle, description of, ii. G7 
llontaine, Jacques, work on vViLch­

craft, i. 236 
Fontanes accompanies M. de vVarens 

to Berne, ii. 4U 
Foras, Count Amadeus de, i. 468; 

author's visit to, at Thonon, 
507 ; at Thuyset, 508 

recollections of Peter of Savoy's 
chilteo,n at Evian, ii. 70 

Foras, Count Max de, i. 508 
Foras, de, origin of family, i. 508 
Foster, Lady Elizabeth, and Gibbon, 

ii. 351, 4U7 
Fox, Charles JA.mes, anecdote of 

Gibbon, ii. 3()3 ; at Lausanne, i. 
105; resignation, ii. 3\J:i, 4\J5 

Frankhiinsen, General of Bcrnese 
army, i. 391 

Franklin, Denjo,min, Gibbon dines 
with, by accitlent, ii. 3\J2 

Franbrunnen, memorial column at, 
l. G9 

Freclocick <if Austxin, outlawed, i. 310 
llraderick the Gnui.t, ii. 21\l ; at battle 

of Zorndorft, 2i!ll ; eulo!'Y on Vol­
taire, 259. (See Bmndebourg, de) 
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Freibourg 
Congress of, i. 10() 
conquests in Vaud, i. 125 
foundation of, i. 315 
powerful Catholic city, i. 151 
treaty of, i. 107 

French Academy, origin of, i. 86 
French bribes to Berne, i. 254 
French influence in Swiss cantons 

i. 241 , 
French Protestants, straits of, i. 200. 

( .'Jce I-I uguenots) 
Frorct, Nicolas, Allamancl's opinion 

of, ii. 156 
Freron, critic, ii. 231, 232 
l"renclenreich, family, ii. 170 
llreuclenrych, M. l<'., letters to Dey-

verdun, ii. 462, 463 
Frey conduc~s Gibbon to Lausanne 

ii. 272, 37() , 
Frisching, Vincent de, Bailiff of Chil­

lon, i. 405; sympathy for Vandois 
peasants, i. 430 

Frisching, General of Bernese army, 
i. 3\JO; at Villmergen, 3\J3 

llrodoarcl, writings of, i. 21 
Froiclenville, Mlle., M. de Brenles' 

11ccount of, ii. 312 
Froncle, origin of the, i. 257 
Frossard de Saugy. (See Saugy, Fros­

sard de) 
Frossard, General, at Rolle, ii. 487 

G,u~m, cure of Lemone, ii. 115 
Ga;lerie, Lo,, foundation of convent, 

I. 502 
Gallatin, Mme. cle, entertains Mme. cle 

WtLI"enS, ii. 1,8, 39 
Gallatin, sketch of family, ii. 130 
Gambctta at Les C1«'>tes, i. 43\J, 417 
Gambett!t, breakfast in honour of, at 

L' Avant Poste, ii. 2l(j 
Gard, du, 8eignior of Echichens, ii. 

313 
Garrick, acquaint[Lnce with Gibbon, 

ii. 370 
Gm1dard, de, house of, i. 375 
Gaulis, wI. Emile, ii. 21U 
Gttulliem, historian, on Grasset, ii. 

171, 17il, 17\J 
Gautier, Th6ophile, description of 

'l'honon, i. 50\J 
Go,vot, Pays de, ii. liG, 80 
Geneva 

11bandonecl by the Bcrnesc, i. 203 
independence of, i. 2B5 
Lake. of (L>Lke lJeman), from 

Tlwnon, i. 'i0\1 

Geneva 
Lake of,' New People' on borders 

of, ii. 2 
religious troublos at, i. 112 

Genevois, Count of, attempts to seize 
Lausanne, i. 35 

Genevois, Count of, Viscount of Vevey 
i. 412 ' 

' Gengis Khan,' transfation, ii. 207 
Genlis, Mme. de, account of Gibbon 

and Mme. de Crousaz, ii. 34\J 
Gentil de Lang11lerie, Mnrqnis de, 

at Lauso,nne, ii. 205 ; proprietor of 
Monrepos, 211 

Gentil cle Langalerie, Marquise Lle 
(Marq~1ise de _llionrepos), ii. 220 ; 
letters to Voltall"e, 212, 213 

Gex, Jacques de, Seignior of Vallon i. 
504 , 

Gibbon, Edward 
abandons parliamentary career, 

ii. 394 
account of Mlle. Curchod, ii. 328, 

330 
ofhimself anclfamily, ii. 259, 361 
of his conversion, ii. 280 
of his father's illness, ii. 396 
of his library, ii. 370, 4G2 
of Pavilliarcl, ii. 277 
of Sheffield family, ii. 500 
of• Societe du Printemps,' ii. 327 
of society in 'l'urin, ii. 36G 
of Voltaire's theatre at Mon­

repos, ii. 210 
acquaintance with Earl of Chester­

field, ii. 380; and with David 
Hume, ibicl. 

admiration for Mme. de Monto-
lieu, ii. 34U 

adopts Wilhelm de Severy, ii. 474 
ancestors at Rolvenden, i. 50 
11rrives at Pavillianl's at La.u-

saniro, ii. 272 ; residence, 
275, 276 

associations with Ch:tteau dee 
Clees through Pavilliarcl, i. 
101, 103 

at Geneva, ii. 377, 495 
at Hampton Comt Villa, ii. 394 
at La Grotte, ii. 376, 432 
at Lausanne, i. 36, 473; first 

sojourn (17G3-l 758), ii. 272, 
et seq.; second (1763-171i4), 
375 et seq. ; third (1783-· 
1793), 431 et seq. 

at Magdalen, Oxford, ii. 265 
attends catechism, ii. 276 
i\'Ime. Bacon <le Seigneux's 8tor y 

of, ii. ~1\J 
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Gibbon, Edward 
Bibles, ii. 286 
character, ii. 28!, 285, 3·18, 503 
commences 'Decline anu Fall,' 

ii. 384 
conversion to Clttholicism, i.138; 

ii. 21i7 
correspondence with Mlle. Cur-

chod, ii. 331, 3:l5 
dc!lth, ii. 504 
deuth of his father, ii. 37!), 3flli 
'Decline iind Fall' completeu, ii. 

4G4; published, 381i, 3()4, 
465; trnnslation into l' rench, 
389 

describes cannon, f. 100 
difficulty in finding his i·e;;idence, 

La Grotte, i. r; 
dispute with Abbe de l\fably, ii. 

3\11 
'Essai sur l'Etude de la Littern-

ture,' ii. 333 
family Bible, ii. 2811 
Freemason, ii. 2\17, 367 
friemlship with George Deyver-

dun, ii. 302 
gaming, ii. 313, 314 
inception of 'Decline and Fall,' 

i. 8 
indiscretion about Voltaire's Ode, 

i. S!l 
in Parliament, ii. 385 
introdueed to Voltaire, i. \l3 
'Introduction 1\ l'Histoire genii-

rale de lii Republique des 
Suisses,' ii. 355 

journal, Berne bourgeoisi8, i. 247 
journal of tour in Swit~erlund, 

i. 69; ii. 314 
jnrlgment of Alliimand, ii. 13(j 
lessons in shortlrnml, ii. 2f)f) 
leUer to Ad voyer de 8teiguer, ii. 

475 
to Mlle. Curchod, ii. 338, 331i 
to George Deyverdun, ii. 385 ; 

(annotation by M. Cliwel de 
llrcnles, 390), 3\J5, 306, 42B, 
431, 438; from Deyven1un , 
429-431 

to his aunt (!lliss Catherine 
Porten), ii. 281, 31B, iJ15 

to his father, ii. 1.17'l 
to Mrs. Gibbon (1u'c Patton), ii. 

384, 385, 3\14 
to Mr. Holroyil, ii. 344, 352, 

illi4, 3fl5, 31\f\, HR4 
t11 F. llugonin, ii. ilflJ 
tu Colonel de l\Iolin clc Mon­

tnvny, ii. 4·11, ·1·!2 

Gibbon, Eel ward 
lettel' to Mme. Neckel', ii. 392, il!l4 

to M. de 86very, p!rt\ ii. 43\J 
to Mme. de Severy, ii. 4!l4, 41iG 

4fl(i, •11i\J , 4\Jl, 4!)8 ' 
to Wilhelm de Sevel'y, ii. 282 

4G!5, 4G7, 470, 471, 4%, 4\JG' 
4U7, 408, 501, 505 ' 

to l1ord Sheilield, ii. 282, 28H 
to Victor de Saussure, ii. 3.:iil 

35.5 ' 
to Mr. Weston, ii. 289 

libral'y, i.144; ii. 370, 462, 493, li05 
life i~t Lausanne (l 75il-l 758), ii. 

305 ; in JJondon, 384 
literary work with Deyvenlun, ii. • 

37fl, ilflO 
Lord Commissioner of Trade iincl 

Pliintations, ii. o\J3 
love of reiiding, ii. 265 
MSS. and books required, ii. 35\) 

4G2-464 ' 
MSS. at t::lhelfield Park, ii. 362 

3117 ' 
marriage forbidden by his father 

ii. 285 ' 
mausoleum in Fletching Church 

ii. 368 ' 
meeting with M. de Buffon, ii. 

391; Mlle. Curchod, B%, 
377; Mr. Holroyd, 37G; Mme. 
Necker, in Paris, 344 

member for Uskearcl, ii. 385; for 
Lymington, ii. 304 

member of I1ausanne Assembly 
ii. 41)8 ' 

mcrnher of the Literary Club, ii. 
oli \J 

' Memoire Justiticiitif,' ii. 3\13 
'Memoires fotteraires de la 

Grande llretagne,' ii. 3HO, 3R3 
mention by Mme. de Stiiel of, ii. 

437 
miniftture of, ii, 371; 
on etymology, i. 10 
on foundation of Berne, i. 2'17 
opinion of Tissot, ii. 1% 
opinion of Wilhelm de 8every. ii. 

4G9, 472 
originates 'Boman Club,' ii. 383 
p>tvilion at La Gl'OtLe, i. 4 ; ii. 

403 
pecuniary embarrassment, ii. 3\13 
portrait and MSS. at Sbellield 

Piirk, ii. 362 
portrait by tlir Joshua Reynolds, 

ii. 361; by Warton, iln2, Hfi6 
portrnits, ii . flK O, HHR, ·17•.I , 4!lil ; 

kit-1mt, 47fl 

INDEX 5Hl 

Gibbon, Edward 
Professor F. de Treytorrens, i. 348 
readmittance to Protestant com· 

munion, ii. 287 
relics at 8heftlelcl Park, ii. 3G3 ; 

ttt Lausiinne, 474-477; at 
Mex, 478, 483; in the 
authol''s possession, 286, 
353-3GO, 450, 483 

religion, ii. 281, 284 
rnnrnrks on Vaud, i. 2'18 
resitlence in Lausanne, ii. 37.5 
return to Englanu, ii. 3i:l3, 369, 

465, 498 
return to Lausanne, ii. 431, 439, 

471 
flaintc-Beuve's analysis of, i. 138 
service in Hampshire militia, ii. 

373, 378 
s~ny in Paris, ii. 37•1, 878, Sill 
t11lcea dc1ing lessons, i.11\!B ; ii.110.5 
tour in Italy with Gujse, ii. 1177 
tribute to Mme. de McmLolleu, ii. 

440 
visit to Loudon, ii. 438 ; residence 

in 1772, 384 
visit to Port Eliot, ii. 385 
visits to Holle, ii. 483 
Voltaire, references to, ii. 210, 

211, 374 
watch and snuff-box at Shellleld 

Park, ii. 3G3 
Gibbon-Eliot friendship, ii. 21i7 
Gibbon, Mrs., Gibbon's stepmother, ii. 

370, 394, 46G,470,502 
Gibbon, Miss Hester, Gibbon's aunt, 

ii. 263, 281, 282 
Giez, de, Voltaire's banker, ii. 126; 

death, ii. 170, 201 
Gindroz, on i·eligious difficulties be­

tween Berne and Lausanne, i. 367 
Ginclroz, remarks on llarbeyrnc, i. 

/;2(j 

Gingins, Daron Frederic de, account 
of mona,stery of St. l!'rancis, i. 
36 

author of' Daronnie du Chiltela,rd 
et de Montreux,' i. 450, 468 

works on Switzerland, i. 214 
Gingins, de, General of l3emese army, 

i. 3\10 
Gingins, de, sketch of family, i. 4.'>G 
Gingins, Jean de, corps of caviilicr~, 

i. 244 
Gingins, Pierre de, commanding at 

Chillon, i. Hl6 
Girardin, Mme. l1c, tlo1Lth, ii, DO 
Gintrdin, M1.ri1nis de, reminiscences 

of Houn;c.riu, ii. !1\1 

Glane, de, Seigniors of Cugy, i. 378; 
01·igin of family, 37\l 

Gl~yre, painting of Di vicon's victory, 
1. 130 

Gleyrolles Chateau, i. 34 
Goethe, ii. 449 
Goll, l'l!me., i. OBO ; illness, ii. l 70 

Voltaire's residonce with, ii. 117 
widowed, lJ.. 125 

Golo\vJdn, Oonn~ Fllclor de, ii. 210 • 
Mom:ion occupied l)y his uncle: 
217, 499 

Gonzenbach, de, member of Abbey of 
the Nobles, i. 293, 21.16 

Grabow, M. clo, ii. 21.13 
Grnmont, Duchess of, ii. 224, 480 
Grand (or Grnnclis), Dr. Girard, i. 110, 

122, 123, 125, 138 
Grand (or Grandis), Dr. Jean, mention 

of La Crottaz (Grotte), i. 7; his 
will, 125-127, 138 

Grand, L. E., ii. 303 ; letter to Dey-
verdun, 439 

Grand, Mnjor, ii. 85!), 376 
Grand d'Ho.µteville, i. 111 
Grand_family of Lau~anno, i. 111 
Gnrnd1»on, O.tho c1e, i. 83 
Grandson, Adalbe1't cle, complaints 

against , i. 452 
Gr11udson, chJ\to!IJU near Yverdon, i. 

81 ; desodption of, 82 
Gmnilson trun.lly, importance of, i. 

82 ; anosstol"s ol Geo1·go Deyverdun, 
i. Bl, 88 

Granclson, Guillaume de, i. 361 
Grandson, Othon de, accusation 

against, i. BO 
'Grange Bliinche of Bernex,' i. 514 
Grange, bookseller, letter to Voltaire 

ii. 249 • 
Gr asset 

account of dispute with Voltaire, 
ii. 173 

Gaulliour's account of, ii. 171, 
173, 170 

interview with Voltaire, ii. 173 
lette1· to Haller, ii. 182 
letter to Voltaire, ii. 184 
Voltaire's dispute with, ii. lllll, 

174 
Greeks at Lake Leman, i. 11 
Grenier, M. ConKtantin, owner of La 

Grotte, i. 6, 205 
Grenier, Mme. Constantin, i. 4, 7 ; 

ii. 368, 440, 504 
Grenier family inherit La Grotte, i. 6; 

genealogy, ii. 504 
Grm;icr: M. Henri, plans of La Groite, 

I. 2, b 
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Grenier, l\L antl Mme. Louis, ii. 432, 
433, 4:18 

Gribaldi, Ch1Ueau, description, ii. 72 
Gribahli, Vespasi1111 de, Arch bishop of 

Vienne, ii. 72 
G~·illic, CMteau, ii. 75, 76; given up 

to de Blonays, i. 513 
Grillie, ChiLteau, St. Francis de S(llcs 

(It, ii. 73 
Grillie, Seignior of (Dunant), feud 

with cle Illonay, i. 4\J3--1\l7 
Grimm, opinion of Millot, ii. lGl 
Grinrn1, opinion of Voltaire's Ode, 

i. \HJ 
Grnssc, P(lstor, residence of, i. 302 
Grottc, La. (See La Grotte) 
Grnyere, Count de, S(lcks Lausmme, 

i. 106 
Gruyure, tour of Dridel, Deyverdun, 

(Ind Hoell through, ii. 421) 
Guex, connection of the Deyverdun 

family, ii. 346 
Guex, jlls, frieml of ~me. Curchocl, 

ii. 34G ; letter to Deyvertlun, ii. 
1~fi 

Gt!iel'.'.ml, M., d11pnl1', at Les Crutcs, 
!. 1.,g 

Guiche, Duke de, Gibbon's friend, i. 
114 

Guichenon, account of Anrncleus 
VJll., i. \Jii 

Gui"11Cnon on de Blonay family, i. 
(iii\) 

G11i :;er, M. Louis, of Prnngins, ii. 202 
Gui"'in of Avenches, at Brcmgarten, 

i. 3\Jl 
Gni,;e, Bir W., ii. 351; qtrnrrcl with 

Van Berchem, ii. 377; tour through 
Haly with Gibbon, ibid. 

Glli~ot, opinion of Gibbon's impres­
sions in Capitol at Home, i. 8 

G uLcmberg, di8coverer of prinLing, i. 
\)\) 

HADDON, CAr'J'AIN, ii. 470 
lfaldimancl, builtls tower at Ouchy, 

ii. 215 
Haller, Albert de, reply to Voltaire, 

ii. 183 
!faller, de, Swiss clmrgu cl'(lffaires a~ 

Pti.ris, i. 2% 
Hn.llcr, .Jean, account of Lausanne, 

i. 227 
Jfollor, rofol'mer, at Bemo, i. 112 
J-1 n.l l i<l:ty, pnrcho,ses p11rt of Gibbon's 

Jiln·11ry, il. 605 
Jfalt.,t·. Nii;holas, regent of Neuchittel, 

i. 1~7 

Hann.u, Cot~~t de,.yupil of M. S:ilo­
mon de S.,very, 11. 47H 

Hancarville, tl', evil cornlnct of ii" 
lli7 ' . 

Hnpsburg, cloriv(ltion of name, i. 44; 
flng borne by de llfulinen, 313 

Haqueville, Mme. d', liaison with 
Peter the Great, ii. 228 

'H(lrdshells' and' Softshells,' i. 38(.1 
Harlay, I•'ranyois de, ii. 155 
Harlay, Seignior of Sancy. (Sec 

S(ltrny, de) 
Iforpe, de la. (Sec La Harpe) 
Harte, llev. Wltltcr, historian of 

' Gustavus Adolphus,' ii. 267 
Hartmann, .T. P., at Vevey, i. l\JS 
Hastings, W:irren, ii. 41\7 ; Gibbon 

present at trial, 4G!J; dines with 
iuid. ' 

Haussonville, Count d', account of 
Gibbon and Mlle. Curchod's love 
episode, ii. 32\J, 330, i:l38 

Hautcret, Abbey of, i. l\J(j ; posses­
sions of, ibid. 

Hautcret, buritLl-place of de Blona.ys, 
i. 51G 

Hantcville, ChtLtcau cl', i. 142 
Ifaylcy, William, ii. i:l\J4; lctLcr to 

Nicol, 4r,c; 
IIcl vetic Confession, i. 341 
Hemmbrunn, vilbgc, i. 3\J4 
Henry I., Bislwp of Lausanne, founder 

of cathedral, i. 17 ; clcath and 
burial-place, 25 

Henry III. of France, i. 201; assas­
sination of, 203 ; effect on Pays 
Ilonrnrnl, ·iuid.; reconciliation with 
Hemy of N;w:irre (Hemy IV.), \!02 

Henry IV. of France, (18 a.rbiter of 
Europe, ii. 23(} 

assassination, i. 234 
at Vevcy, i. 412 
birth, i. 225 
passport to Augustin de Constant, 

i. 232 
Hcmy IV. of Germany, i. 17 
Hemy of Uarogne, Bishop of Sion, 

i. 12\J 
Hcnnenches, account of seigniory, i. 

3:28 
Herrnenches, cle Constant d', ii. 305, 

Bbll 
at Weilbourg, ii. 311 
letters to Voltaire, ii. 224, 221), 

22[), 230 
possessol' of MonrepC1s, ii. 2lli 

}foi·monchos, Madame de Constant d', 
ncLing, ii. 220; visit to Voltaire, 
2'J7 
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Ilcrmcnches, p(lncls of, subjects of, 
ii. 2'.ll 

Ifors, Professor, opinion of Rousseau, 
ii. 2!Hl 

Herschel, Sir William, ii. 4-19 
Hervey, J"a.cly, ii. 370 
Henv:trt, d', correspondence with Lord 

Galwa,y, i. 444 
Seigniors of Nt. Legier, i. 4-13 
sketch of family, i. 44:3-445 

Herwart, J acc1ues I>hilippe, He.ignior 
of Hauteville, i. 441; anti Voltaire, 
ii. 125, 12\J 

Hochkirchen, ii. 240 
llohenfreilmrg, battle of, i. 271 
Hohenlohe, Princess de, ii. 308 
Hohensax, l'hilip de, escape from 

massacre of the St. lhrtholomew, 
i. 164 

Holland House, (IUthor's visit to, ii. 
lHiB 

Holroyd, Maria J osepha, letters of, ii. 
438 

Holroycl, Miss, of Bath, ii. 170, 500 
Holroyd, Mr., meeting with Gibbon, 

ii. 371i; Gibbon's opinion of, 377. 
(See Shcfiiel<l, Lord) 

Jlons, now v uron, i. 47() 
Hurbonrg, Chateau, Voltaire nego­

tiates for, ii. 118 
IJ,jtel Gibbon, description of, i. 5 
IIottonmn, Frnrn;.ois, jmisconsult, i. 

l'd\J, 1G4 
Honssaye, Al'Sime, author of 'J"es 

Charmettes,' ii. 84, and of 'Moliere, 
stt femme et sa iille,' i. 255, 256 

Hozier, Charles cl', genealogist, i. 273 
Huber, Jean, sketch of, ii. 223 
Huber, Marie, disciple of Turretini, i. 

363; author of' La Religion Es8en­
tielle t't !'Homme,' ii. l\Hl 

Huber, Professor Michnl, letters to 
Deyvercl nn, ii. 100, 41[) 

Hudson, Henry, navigator, i. 234 
llnet, letter tu Voltaire, ii. 242 
Hugoniu, Captaiu, conducL at Yill-

mergcn, i. i:lU2 
Hngonin, family, of the Tom de Pcilz, 

i. 401 ; ii. B!H, 3Di5 
Ilnguenots give prosperity to Lau­

S~LllllC, i. '.l()8 
Hugne11otK in Holland, i. 2li7; in 

Vaud, i. 21)(; 
Hngucs, Bishop of Latrnanne, pub­

lishes ' '.l.'reve de Dien,' i. 18 
Hngues, Bishop of I-lion, possessor of 

CluHu(lll of Chillon, i. 128 
Hurne, Sir Abrnham, lcLLcrs to Dey­

verclnn, ii. 110, 111, 1~4, ·1:l5 

Hum<\ Alcxanclcr, Dcyvcnlun's pupil, 
ii. 407 

Hume, Davie], aC<Jnttintance with Gib­
bon and Deyverdun, ii. 380; opinion 
of 'Decline and Fall,' 388 

ILr,ENR, de, sketch of family, i. 375; 
ii. 377 

Illens, Nanette d', ii. 344, 354 
'Intrnduction ,\ la Vie Devote,' i. 49!) 
Isle, Cht,teau de l', ne;tr Cossonay, i. 

143; account of, i. 214 
Isle of Bourbon, scheme for republic 

of Protestants in, i. 2(i\J 
Itinern1·ies, Roman, i. 13 
Ivry, battle of, i. 216 

JAnr.oNows1a, Prince, ii. 40(), 1B; 
founder of Historic[ll Institute 1\t 
Leipsic, 415 

J acoL, preacher [Ind tutor to 1\i. Bour­
carcl, ii. 205 

.Tenner, Captain, death, i. 3\)2 
Jenner, PrefecL of Porruntruy 

interview with 8clrnnenbcrg, i. 
2\J4 

negotiations with Tallcyrnnd, i. 
2\J:l, 2\15 

Jenner, letter to Voltaire, ii. lfi(j 
J cws, persecution of, i. 50 
Joffrny, .Jean, contract between Go. 

vernor of V cvcy and, i. 420 
Joffrey, de 

account of Confraternity of No-
bility, i. 11() 

account of Vevey, i. 422 
memoir of, i. 411 
Seigniors of Chiesa:t, i. 441 
sketch of family, i. 442 

J ornt, brigands of, i. 345 
Jornt district, regents in, i. B47 
Joseph II., Emperor of Germany, 

sojoum fLt J,;tusannc, ii. 12(), l\)(j 
Jiir«s, duties of, i. 153 

IC NIGHTS OI' Tm; SrooN, i. 113 
Komigsfclden, origin of n(lme, i. tl05 
Ko,;nit:t, convent, i. 31H 
Kuittnur, biography, ii. 4'.l8; luLtor 

to Dcyverdun, 4'.l7 
Kunersdorf, ii. 240 
Kursner, arrest and fate, i. 187 

LA DA~'l'rn (Bilthie), l\I. cle, ii. 20; ill · 
debte<l to 1\I. de Villarclin, lill 

La Bo,stie, at 'l'h0110n , i. iil)1i 
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La Clmbliere, residence of Prince of 
Wiirtemburg, ii. 478 

La Fayette, Mme. de, ii. 489 
La Fontaine, guest of Mme. J'Herwart, 

i. 444 
La Gibbonniere, ii. 4!)4 
La Grotte, i. 1-10, 28, 44, 78-80, lO(i, 

112,218-220,321-323, 337 
Amadeus VIII. (Pope Felix V.) 

at, i. 72 
beginning of its history, i. 7 
bequeathed to Gibbon for life by 

Deyverdun, ii. 440 
Bochat, M. de, at, ii. 296 ; death 

at, 62, 2()4 
Bochat, Mme. de, purchase of her 

sistei"s share, ii. 2V7 
Bugnion, M., at, ii. 420 
correspondence found at, i. 9; ii. 

l\l3, 237, 440 
Deyverduu and Gibbon at, ii. 431, 

432 
Deyverdun letting, ii. 376, 418 
Deyverdun's residence with Mme. 

de Bochat at, ii. 2\17 
documents relating to Deyverdun 's 

will, ii. 441 
founded by Ardutius de F1J.ucigny, 

i. 37 
Gibbon at, ii. 376, 431-432, 462-

464, 495-497 ; visits Mme. de 
Bochat at, 376 

Gibbon's library, ii. 493, 505 
Gibbon's pavilion, ii. 4!)3 ; por­

tions carried away by visitors, 
i. 4 

Gibbon's pictures in, ii. 47G, 47\l 
Grenier's (l'vI. Henri) plans of, i. 

2, 6 
interior dccom tions, i. 77 
legends of, i. 7 
Monastery of St. Francis, for­

merly a pa1·t of, i. 7, 87, 322 ; 
ii. 296 

l\fontagny, Colonel George de 
Molin de, inheriting, ii. 440; 
residence at, 502 

origin of name, i. 7 
prnperty of the Grenier family, 

i. 6 
residence of Mme. Consta,ntin 

Grenier, ii. 503 
restored by Felix V., i. 77 
situation of, i. 2 
society at, ii. 2\)8 
title deeds of, i. 217 
view of south front, ii. 368, 1U3 
Yincynrd of, i. 218 
Voltaire's mention of, ii. "I 2ii 

La Harpe, Frederic Ccsa.r do, visit to 
Paris, i. 293 

La Harpe, General Am 6rl ee de, ii. 487 
La Harpe, Jean Fran c;ioiB de, opinion 

of 'La Pucelle,' ii. 185 
'La Noblesse Vaudoirn,' extract from 

i. 384 ' 
La P11lud, i. 24, 31, 32, 357; de Lays' 

house in, 383-385 
La Poudriere, mles of, ii. 32(). (See 

Societe clu Printemps) 
'La. Pucelle d'Orleans,' ii. 171, 172; 

character of, 185 
I-'a S111Ta, Franc;iois de, avoud of 

Vevey, i. 418 
La Sarraz, Baron de, killed at Brem­

garten, i . 3!)1 
La Sarraz, ChU-teau, i. 452 ; seigniors 

of, 454 
La Sarraz, property of de Gingins, i. 

214 
I.Ja Serraille, description of, i. 176 
La Tour Ronde. (!ice l3lonay Chi1teau, 

Evian) 
Lalande, ii. 34 7 
I_,alonde, Bailly de, ii. 281 

' Lamartine, opinion of Marie Huber's 
writings, i. 364 

Lmncry, comedian to the King, letter 
to Voltaire, ii. 231 

Landrie, avoiid of Lanso,nne, i. 3G 
Landry, Bishop of Lausanne, i. 196 
Langalerie, Marquise de Gentil cle. 

(See Gentil de Langalerie) 
Langenthal, linen market at, ii. 318 
Langer, Gibbon's fri end, ii. 446 
Largition 'rreaty giving possessions to 

Lausanne, i. 151 
Latin language suppressed in Vaud, i. 

139 
Laupen, battle of, i. 51-56 
Laurent, recollections of Evian, ii. 70 
Lausanne 

abochcment, ancient usage of, i. 
29 

account by John Haller, i. 227 
an Imperial city, i. 23 
ancient laws, i. 29 
arsenal, i. 354 
assemblage of Estittes (Plaict-

General) at, i. 28, ::l21 
at close of sixth century, i. 15 
Bernese bailiffs at, i. 32, 28!i, 286 
Bernese in, i. 32, 34 ; rule in, ~43 
bishops of, i. 16, 241; co-seigniors 

of Vevey, 414 . 
bishop's power, i. 32; prmces of 

empire, 22 
British pilgrims to, i. il 
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L ausanne 
Cunton::i.l archirns, cost of pro­

vision8, i. 80 
Cr1valier at , i. 278, 280 
chapter of Notre Dame, its powers , 

i. 24 
character of people, i. 285 
ohil.toau of bishop, i. 34 

ite, i. 23, :l38-35G; ii. 325 
city wa.11, i. 78-80, 322 
tllergy at, i. 71 
college, i. 340. (Seo Lausanne 

Academy) 
composition of magistracy, i. 3'3 
conflagrations, i. 25 
conspiracy to i·estore House of 

S1J.voy, i. 166-170, 200 
Council, decrees of, i. 154 
clofences of town strengthened, 

i. 79 
<lerivation, i. 11 
description of, i. 318 
description of the Cite, i. 338-

35(; 
difficulties between bishop ant! 

burgesses, i. 110 
disputes between the Dourg and 

the Cite, i. 39 
diatlncL q un.l'tCll'.s 1utd In.ws, i. 24 
cllstlnguiahea loroi~ner~ at, ii. 4\)i) 
disUnguiaheil ,proteasore, i. 447 
episcopal army, i. 82 
piaoopnl p1\la.o , !. 353 

factions in, i. 38 
tinancial condition, i. 158 
Gate of St. Etienne, i. 32, 31:i4 ; 

ii. 274 
glimpse of sooioty o.t ii. 805, 307 
history of empt;y space in, l. Hi5 
hospital, i. 3ll4; property t.rans-

ferred to, 177· 
H 6tel de Ville, description of, 

i. 357 
influence of French clement in, 

i. 84'1 
in1lux of :French rnfngees, i. 343 
judicial comba.t, i. 30 
La Carnline, chatcau and hill, 

i. 35 
library, sonnet in, i. 15!) 
list of members of Assembly, 

ii. 453, 45.5, 450 
Marsen's account of alarm in , 

i. 114 
meeting of Council, i. 238 
municipal administrnLion, i. 32 
noliles inipliuatocl in plot, i. 170 
origin of ccelo;it1sLiu1J.l power, 

i. lfi 

Lausanne 
peculiar history or, i. 14 
Pl::i.ict·General , i. 28, 29, 221 ; 

oflicers, 31, 61, 1G4, ::l39 
plans of, i. 220 
possessions of, i. 151 
private theatricals at, ii. l, 211 
privileges of inhabitants of HuH 

de Bourg, i. 29, 43, 319 
prosperity of inhabitants, i. 43 
protects Geneva, i. 204 
rebuilt, i. 42 
resiaeooes in Cite Des~11s, i. 84!); 

Ln. rvrncteleiue, 67 a ; La. l'alml, 
883; Uues du Pont, du l'd1, 
874; St. Jean, 875; i.Laurnnt, 
87(); Rue llD(l l lo.co st. .li'rnucis, 
828-332 

Rue de Bourg, i. 23, 2!), 32, 39, 
43, 44, 105, 285 ; inhr1bit11nts 
of, 332-338 

sacked by Count de Gruyere, 
i. 106 

St. Etienne Gate, houses noa.r, 
i. 356 

St. !\faire, ohilteau and church, 
i. 108, 146, 3.~8 

situation of, i. 24, 285 
social life in, i. 243 
society, ii. 325, 42\J, 4Gl 
Savoy, Duke of, at, i. 4UO 
students' republic, i. 372 
torture in, i. 2() 
'l 'nmgrn.phioo.l Society of, ii. 171 
vn.Jue of propotiy In, i. 43 
wodcling ieativlt.ies, I. 343 

Lausanne A.ondumy 
commission from Berne, i. 369 
' Consensus,' i. 36G- 371 
founded, i. 13!) 
library established, i. 14.4 
new system for government, i. B7 l 
performance of stuclents, i. lliO 
professorships, i. 13\J, 225, 87:.l 
students, i. 342 

Lausanne Cathedr::i.l , i. 23 
chapel in, i. 337 
dedication of restored cathcdrnl, 

distinguishml visitors, cere­
monies, i. 40 

description of, i. 25-28 
destruction hy fire, ibid. 
dispute on religion in, i. J 22 
founded by Henry I., i. 25 
pillaged, i. 148 
ratification of treaty in, i. 10·! 
site formerly occnpicd by chupel 

of Holy Virgin, i. 15 
t.n~:U\ ltrf~ :,, i. '.27 
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Lavanx, parishes of, i. 115, 125, 127, 
H7 

Lr1Vigny, Humbert cle, i. 271 
Lo .Tonne, ii. 20 ; indebted to M. de 

Villu,rclin, 50 
Le Petit Ouchy, property of I'rofessor 

Hosset de Rochefort, ii. 302 
Le Vasseur, Rousseau's ' washer-

woman,' ii. 65, 114 
League, war against the, i. 202 
Leclerc, ii. 13!1, lGO 
Legier, correspondence with Voltaire, 

i. 88, 8H 
Loipsic, Deyverdun at, ii. 402, '!03 
Lenborough, sold by Gibbon, ii. 384 
Lens, d'Erlach's victory a t, i. 265 
Leon IX. 11t Uom11inmutier, i. 452 
Leopold of Austria, death, i. 64; 

n1arri8.ge contract, H3 
Leresche, author of libel, ii. 24 7 
Les Uttins (Lausanne), property of th e 

Deyverdun family, ii. 301 
Les U Hins (Holle), property of th c 

Duke de Noailles, ii. 487; society 
at, ,188 

Lesage, Georges Louis, ii. 347 
Lesley, Genernl D11vid, assassination 

of, i. 2i)D, 2fi0 
Levade, I'rofessor David, friend of 

Gibbon, ii. 4!)2, 1>04 
Levis-Mirepoix, Dukes of, descent, i. 

22!) 
Lewis, Colonel Fielding, i. 44 
Licvitz, Countess de, song of, i. 

478 
Lignon, Mme. du , dancing, ii. 210 
Lippe-Detmokl, Count tle la, at I"an· 

r<anne, ii. 273 ; Mme. tle la Pottrie's 
description of, 310 

Lironcourt, de, death, ii. 1"7 
Lisbon, earthquake at, ii. 201 
Literary Club, the, foundation and 

members, ii. 3(J!J 
Lois Gombettes, laws of Vaud, i. 13 
Longueville, Henri, Due de, d>111gor at 

l vry, i. 216 
Lorraine, Anno cle, marriage, i. 4!J8 
Louis XL, intervention at Frcibourg, 

i. lOri 
Louis XIII., accession, i. 234 
LoniH XIV., and Peace of Byswick, ii. 

~34 
Louis XIV., character >Ind power, i. 

2ti2 
Louis Rngene of vViirtembnrg, Prince, 

recommends I<'icrville to Voltuirc, ii. 
lli7 ; at Monrion, 217, 37 G 

Louvc, river, i. 38-1 
Louvoio, Mini :; tci· ol W'1r, i. :l63 

Loys, de 
genealogical irce, i. ilR2 
history of family, i. G7, 337 ; 

house in the Palud, 38-1 
of La Grotte, i . 377 
possessions o{ fotnily, i. 2il7 

.. Welsh origin ol fn.ruily, i. r;5 
Lois, Arth~ud. de, wiU or, i. 33(i 
Loys, Beniamm de, Seignior of Cor­

revon, i. 353 
Loj;s, Daniel Frnn~•ois <le, Seignior of 

Mlcldes, nui.tTinue, ii. 1. (&c Middes 
de lJoys de) ' 

Lo}>e de .Bochnt, de. (Sec Bochat, de 
Loys de) 

Loys, de, Seigniors of Cheseaux, abode 
of, i. 331l 

Lays de Treytorrens, de. (Sec Trey. 
torrens, de) 

Loys de Villardin, de. (See Villardin, 
do) 

Lays de Warens, de. (Sec Warens, 
M. de) 

Loys, Ferrand de, supporLs Romanists 
i. 124 ; life, ·ibid. ' 

Lo);s, H6lie de, dn,ughters at St. Cyr, 
i. 272 

Loys, Jean Louis de, sketch of, i. 383 
Lays, Jean Philippe de, sketch of, i. 

382 
Loys, Jean Pierre c1e, labours as 

pastor, i. 341i, 31>3 
Lo,Ys, Joan Bodolphe de, portrait of, i. 

355 
Loys, Mermet de, at Lausanne, i. G7, 

383 
Loys, Noe de, Swiss ambassador, i. 

234, 235 
Lays, Pierre de, Seignior of Marnand, 

acquires vineyard of La Grotte, i. 
218; hisLory ol, 21\l ; history o{ 
family, ibid. ; judge at !Jausanno, 
204 ; representative of Lausanne, 
218 

Lo)'s, Sebastian Isaac do, Seignior of 
Warens, i. 271.i 

founds Ahbaye de l'Arc, i. 3l!l 
half brothers aud HiRters, i. 386 
marriage contract, i. il\l(J. (Sea 

Warens, M. de) 
Loy:;.Chandieu, l\farquis de, i. 387; ii. 

M, 301 
Luc, Count do, ambassador of !<ranee, 

i. 3\10, 305 
LucenH, biHtory of village, i. 380 
IJucllow ' Memoirs,' i. 260 
Iomllow tomb at Vcvcy, i. 25!), 21il 
Lu"rin F'ranf'nis clc, lcttPr of, i. 181 

hist1; rj' of f>m1il y, ibid. 
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r ,nit.praml, historian, i. 21 
Lullin, i>farquis de, palace at Thonon, 

i. 504 
Lnt.ry, description of, i. 115 
Lu try, inhabitants hide church vessels, 

i. 148 
Luxembourg, Franr;oi ~ de, farms terri­

tories in Vand, i. 421 

!'vhFFJH, COUNT ANmnALE m, letter to 
President St. Georges , ii. 9-1; sketch 
of, \!6 

llfagrmm, Mme., writes to Mme. de 
lfochat, ii. 1!12 

J\Iagny, of Vevcy, Pietist, i. 408 
llfaintenon, Mme. de, founds St. Cyr, 

i. 272 
Mulosherbes, de 

MS. memoir at Mex prepn,rccl for 
Gibbon by, i. ()8 

on Nobility, i. 2'1li 
quotation from, i. 207 

Mallet, family, friends of Gihbon, ii. 
370 

Mallet, Mme .. J., writes to Mme. de 
Lo,Ys cle Bochat, ii. lfl2 

Mallet, poet, n,uthor of' Life of Bacon,' 
ii. 152, 267, 283, 374, 377 

J\Ianey, Jelmne du, Mme. du Fong, i. 
!:i05 

JVfrLnlich, envoy from Geneva, i. 205 
M1rnlioh, sketch of family, i. 330 
Manuel, General, commanding at 

Dremgn,rten aml Villmergen, i. 
iJ\)3 

Mara1che Abbey, i. 478 
llfara1che, description of, i. 482 
Marolaz, near Thonon, i. 4\HJ; de-

Hcription of chil,tean, 500 
Marie Antoinette, esco,pe of, i. 202 
l\farin Chilten,u, origin of, i. iil3 
Mn.rna,nd, Plane do Loys de, o.cc11.1 ires 

the vineyard of Lo.. Grotte, i. 218; 
representative of Lausanne, 221. 
(.9ca oys, Piene clo) 

Mo.rno.ncl, seigniory of, i. Sll4 
11forse.ns, Olnvel de, mo.rcln.go £Oto, 

ii. 2'.1.0 
Martignier, account of conduct of 

bn,iliff, i. 432; account of Vevey, 
411 

MlLrtines, de, wounded, ii. 312 
Marquis, proprietor of Ch.ltelo,rd, i. 

447 
l\fary of Burgundy, wife of Aml\clens 

VIII., i. 84 
Muterials fo r the work, i. 14 
l\fatte, I''rench !'efugee, i. 142 

i\IatthisRon, apple-tree of, ii. 4SG; at 
Nyon, 487 

llfaugny, Chtttoau, i. 511 
l'vfoumont, Hor1ucs do, professor at 

Zelle, ii . 411 
Maupertuis, de, member of Academy 

of 8cionoes, ii. 20G 
Maxilly CMtellu, i. 4GG; description 

of, 477 
May, Colonel, artillery n,t Villmc!'gen, 

i. 3!J4 
Mayor, Fran~.o i s , farms Vevoy ancl 

Belmont, i. 4:H 
llfayor, funct ions of the, i. 31 
llfazarin, Cardiun.l 

death, i. 262 
description of library, i. 2i)8 
persecution of Calvinists , i. 253 
remonstrates against tlu'1th of 

Charles I., i. 2GU 
sketch of, i . 257 
VoUA.ire'~ nccount of, ii. 2S4 

Mazin, de, Bishop oI Mat11•ienne, 
nll.ownf)ce to ~!me. cle WnrenH, ii. lH 

l\forlioia, Ma.tile dCJ1 regent, i. 21W 
' MGmoi.J:es littemfres !le la Oninc1e 

llrctagua,' nnthol'tl of, ii. 380, 1183 
' M~moirea sur In. Suitl~e,' G i.~bQn 

i·011il,s, ii. 914· 
Menabrea, Leon, on title of de 

Blonn.ys, i. 517 
M1m1lulssohn1 Moses, ii. 44;9 
M nihou, OhAtean df;l, i. 36, :140: filled 

wll:h SU!ll!t6, 105 ; 1>os.itiou, S5G 
Mcnthon, Ire11ry de, possOllSOl' of Au­

bonne, i. tl6l 
llforlen, Gni de, Dishop of T"tmsannn, 

i. 3!!; founder of Abbey of Hautcr0t, 
HJ(j 

ll:lust1:11l, Annantl ile, L 207 
l'vfostr1i.l, /11t1oti011a oi the, i. 81 
l\Ie~ml, 0 1\J,>tn.irt de, death, .i. 392 
Mox, Oh!Uef~u . ne1Lr LtrnsnnnQ, i. llB, 

l!llJ; rt.U~hoc's visit Lo, il. 178-88 
Mox, M1Lnor-ho11se, 1le11oript.ion, .ii. 47 
Maze1·y, M, ai1cl Mme. de Orousa<i tie, 

Gibbon's sLny with ii, 875 
Mllv.e1·y, ~ igniory, i. 381 
'Me:r.)lofauti, Lif.e o! Carclinnl,' cx­

ttact on D L1chess of bevonshil:c, 
ii. 8ii2 

Michon, Abb6, discovers Yictot• A:ma.. 
c1eu~' designs, ii . 07 

Mit11les, Dnniel FranQola do Lo:Ys .1le, 
fotte1· to Tl:f. <lo Wruens, ii. 60; M. 
il Wacona addresses memoir to, 
18, 20 ; r:nar,ri1~ge, 1 

ll'fignard, frescoes, i. -Hd 
Mlllot, 0.lti\llle I?. X., aJ,elcb or, ii. 161 
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Mllton clospatch eR, i. 21i3 
l\Iinnond, l\farquis clc, of Languedoc, 

i. 2GD 
l\liron, Daniel, legal aLlviser of Mme. 

de Teissoniere, ii. 301 
l\litonet watches for Mm!l. de 'Varens 

at Seysscl, ii. 95 
Moli~re, family n ame and early life, 

i. 251) 

Molin , de, antiquity oI family, i. 10·1; 
g-en ea.logy of, 205; ii . 290, 291 

l\IoU n de Mont11gny, do. ( ·~u l\'fon­
tagny, de Molin clo) 

Molin, RmnberL de, Seignior of Mon ­
Lnf.'llY and •r rnytorrens, i. 103, 205 

11.Iommort, Mme. de, claughter of Petor 
the Greah, ii. 228 

l\fonrepos, i. 338; description, ii. 214 ; 
Voltaire's pla,rs n.t, 211 

l\Ionropoa, Mcu·ci,u ise clo . (See Gentil 
de Langn.le ria) 

l\fonr ion, rlerivatiou of nnmc, ii. 217 
descri'ption of, ii. 218 
''l'reve de Dien' at , i. 18 
various ownern of, ii. 217 
Voltaire's n egotiations for, ii.126, 

131, 1()3, 217 
Mont, seigniory of, i . 357 
i\Iontagny, de Molin de, owners of 

La Grotte, i. 4., G ; skotoh of family, 
ii. 21)0, 201. (.Sue Mo!iu, do) 

Montngny, Cr,lonal Georga cl Molin 
de, adds to La. Gt·o~lo , ii. 498 ; cor­
rcspondonce with Gibbon, 4il, 442; 
Doyv(lrdun's h eh-, '!40, 604 

Montagny, nelll' Yverdou, bu •ut, i. 
108 

Montagny, titles am1 privileges of 
house of, i. 205 

Montbenon, Camisanls arrestet1 at, i. 
4, 280 

Montfalcon, Aymon clc, Dishop of 
Latrnanne, i. 34 

Montfolcon, Jacques cle, Canon of 
L ai1Ranne, i. 151 

Montfalcon, Sebastian de, Bishop of 
L ausanne, i. 114, 241 

l\fontolieu, llttron de, ii. 120, 121 ; 
charnctcr, 350 

j\T ontoli eu, Bfl.:1:on d(l, the elder, ii. 120 
J\ fontolien, Bt1roness Isa.ball a de (Mme. 

de Crouanz- o il r), ii. 121; 
m'~ E li2J!\beth Polier de Bat­
tens , 442 

o.uthor of ' Caroline de Licht­
ficl d,' ii. 27~J , 44(, , 44U 

author of 'Ch itteaux Rui RRes,' i. 
44!! 

,J,,ath, ii. 1r;o 

Montolieu, DaroncsR Isabelle tle 
fri endship for Mm e. de Gen]' 

ii. 350 IS, 

Gibbon's a.dmirnLion for, ii . 349 
letters to Deyverdtm, ii. 442 447. 

to Gibbon, 445. 447 ' ' 
Mon tolie u, Dri.1·oneas de, n<'c cle Sullens 

ii. 120 . , 
Montperonx, French Minister at 

Geneva, ii. 12(j 

Montplaiail:, de, 001-res11ondc.uce with 
Ml le. Curchod , ii. il4.2 

lllontreux, ancient oliarter at, i. 110; 
health resort, ll,6 i pn.tt belonging 
to Savoy, 175 

Montrovel, recall of, i. 279 
Moro.ngi6s, Count do, brn·suib wi th 

Verrone, ii. 256 
Morat, defe ftt of Duke of Burguudy 

at, i. lOG 
Morntel, Siem-, Commissioner-General 

i. 462 ' 
Morellet, Abb6 Andre, ii. l!JG ; leitors 

from Tissot, -ib id. 
l\forgarten, battle of, i. 02 
l\forgentlrnl di8tri ct, ii. :Jl 7 
]\forges, Duke of Savoy's estates nt, i. 

4GO 
Morliere, Chevalier cle la, ii . 229 
Mornay, du Plessis de, clescentfants of, 

i. 30() 
l\iouchet, J ean, saves de L ongueville, 

i. 216 
Moudon, i. 423 

ancient capita.I of Vaud, Bernese 
at, i. 114 

code of laws of, i. 164 
Duke of 811.voy n.t, I. 4GO 

l\:foultou, .Po.stor, iriont1 of R oussea.u 
and of Mlle . Ournhod, ii. 340, 812 

letter t o Volta.he, li. 2iJ7 
Mulinen, de 

brigade at Villmergen, i. 3!)4 
origin of name, i. 812 
two branches, i. 3ll 
white gauntlets of, i. 286 

l\Iulinen, Count I-fartnrnnn cle, i. 303, 
i310, 3ll, 314 

Mulinen, Marc Gaspard de, i. 312 
Mulinen, Nicholas cle, career, i. il08 
Mulinen, Pierre cle, i. 313 
Mulinen, Wi lhelm de, lriend of 

Fl'e(lel'ick of AtlsLr ia, I. -310 
Mulinen-M11taoh , Ooun ~ Egbert F . cfo, 

d ~cription of nu,i..nsiou o.ml collec­
tions, i. 303-314 ; reii itlence ut 
Berne, 303; portraitH in , BO!. 

l\lnrnlt, cle, President oE Di et, i. 2\Hi 
'J\fosi'·e /':nricoiR,' publiea tinn of, ii. l\18 

J 
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N,1mroi.z , pillnges Abbey of St. Gall, 
i. ilUO 

Naeguoli, J. F., Bernese commander 
a t St . !\faire, i. 146 

anecdote of, i. 148 
enters Lausl111ne, i. 121 

N aegneli, Sebastian, Bailiff of Lau­
sanne, i. 147 

Ni.igeli, !fans llra,nz, i. 308 
N ttmes of principal families in 

~witz erland, i. 44-48 ; of Provence, 
49 

Nantes, Eclict of, i. 223, 232; TI.evoca­
tion of Edict, i. 2M 

Napoleon I., letter found at l\fomion, 
1i. 198 

Napoleon I., near Monrep os, ii. 215 
Nassau, Duch y of, ii. 307 
Nassau, Prince of, coming of ago, ii. 

311 
Nassau-Weilburg, Prince of, at Lau­

sanne , ii. 273 
Nn~, seigniory of, i. 851 
N~nnlme, Je11n 1 p ullllshor ttt tho 

H agae, ii. 118 110 
Nooker, 111., Frossm·d de Sangy's 

c1earu·ip·hion of, ii. 488 
• ecker, Mme. 

death, ii. 337 
entertains Gibbon in PMis, ii. 

344, 391 
let ter to Mme. de Drenlcs, ii. 

344 
letter to Deyverclun, ii. 434 
letter to editorn of <Euvres de 

Voltaire, ii. 4HO 
let ters to Olbbon, ii. 346 
xnruriaga, ii. 841). (Sac Ml le. 

Cm:ohod) 
Necker, M. and l\lme., nb Boanlien , 
. 490 ; at Oop1io~, 491, 49'() ; M Rolle, 
48() ; visit to London, ii. 891 

Neuvecelle, i. 479 
N wton, Sir 18ll.a.o, ii. 157, 160 
Nicol, Gibbon 's publisher, ii. 4()0 
Nidt\U, Count o~, i. 52, 59 ; do11th, 49 
Nigrn, Count, orHio of d a.elio, i. 11 
NJNmea, conlerence at, i. 279 
Noai.llea, Geoa1·al J ann Paul ]\·ano;ooia, 

Duke de, at Les 1.Htiins, ii. 487 
• dcsoribes Mme. de ~ontagu'6 

viait Lo Rolle, ii. 490 
eketoh of li fo, ii. •188 

Noa.i ll'ea, Mal'11uJa clo, in Hn.mburg, ii. 
l!ill. 

'Noble,' mm111ing of title, i. 25 ; 
origin , 245 

North , Lord, second Earl of Guilford, 
ii. 3G7, 100, 1U9, 170 

Nyon, Bailiff of, !It national dance, i. 
3-H; de Bonstetten, ii. 487 

Nyon, treaty between Savoy and 
Berne, i. 203, 204 

annulled, i. 204 

0 A'l'B o.f .Association , or iI;in of, i. 341 
Oldes t fa.rnilles in l::lwit~arland, i. 44-

4.8 ; in. Provence, 119 
Olivier, Mruc. Lucie, i. 8Sli, 386 
'01'der of the Dlaok Swan' imtitutecl, 

i. liB 
' Orde1: of H1 Collar of Ravoy' 

(.A.nnoneitiilo ), i . GS; insignia , 'i bid.; 
costume of Knights, 59 ; 508 

rdcr of S~. ll.fomice and St. htznrus, 
i. 87 

Ore!!, ii. 251, 252 
Oron Chilteau, Duke of Savoy at, i. 

<l.5U 
Oron, history of hcUlle of, i. 4lli 
Oron, s ii:os o.f, i. ·1H ; rcailleur.os, iU(I 
Oron, d', skotoh of f(l1'll.iJy, i. IJ;ii l 
Ouch'-! Byron omposcs • Pl'isoner of 

Olul ou ' nt, i. 8 
OL1ohy, fo rmerly ntvo, i. 15,l, 
Ouohy, Le Pob;t. ( t4! Lo !Jotit Oueby) 
Ove11s, cotumuui ty of, li. 77 
Owen, Oanon n. 'l 'revo1:1 i i. l!(l5 

PAnAvrno, J. B., Venetian envoy at 
Ziil'icli, i. 242 

Panclrnud, ii . lil8 
Panels of Hermenches, subjects of 
~2fil • 

P1iradin, on invention of cannon arnl 
print ing, i. 09 

Pa.rlrnr, Mr. GeorgP,, of the Bodleifln 
ii. 2(;7, 481 ' 

Pa s"port of Henry IV. to Augustin de 
Const11nt, i. 2Ll2 

P fl tronymics adopted in Vaud, i. 41 
P atton, Miss Dorothea (Mm. Uil.il>on), 

Gihl1on's stepmother, ii. 370, ll\H 
4GG, 470 ' 

Panlmy, l\furquis de, ] 'rench Minister 
to Swiv,,;erland, ii . 101), lGH 

Ptwillia rd, Jlev . Dt1ninl, ii. 202, 287, 
2BR, 377 

character , ii. 273 
death, ii. 271 
description of Gibbon, ii. 31il 
Deyverdun 's opinion of-, ii. 303 
Gibbon's LuLor, i. 6D; ii. 277 
governor to Count of Lippe-

Detmolcl and Prince of N11.-.:,mu­
Weillnwg, ii. 273 
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Pnvillirml, 11cv. Dnnicl 
letter to !lfrs. Porten, ii. 313 
Presidont of Academy, ii. 274 
residence, ii. 'J,75 
signs document relating to 

Saurin, ii. 24(), 306 
sketch of, ii. 272 
tonr with Gibbon, ii. 314 

Pavilliard, Mme., ii. 30il, illG, 370, 
'-'<j(j 

r~~·illiarcl, M. and Mme., position in 
Lausanne, ii. 325 

ravillittrcl, Joseph, Protestant pastor, 
ii. 272 

P twillial'(l of l~ribourg demancling 
1·op11mtion Cor outrage r.cn.r the 
Ohilte!bl1 11e~ Cl.Jes, i. 101 

Pays llomn.nd, ecclesias tical clepflrt­
mel'll,!;, i. J.IHJ 

Pays Homaml follows destinies of 
81woy, i. ll\O 

Pays de Vn,ucl. (See Vaml) 
l'elham, Lord, ii. 497, 49\1, GOO 
Perny, Dr., portraits of Gibbon, ii. 

31i8 
Perclonnet, proprietor of Monrepos, 

ii. 214 
Perey aml Maugrns, .. account of 

Voltn,ire and Grasset, 11. 182, 185 
Perret, Minister, friend of Mme. de 

Warens, ii . 102, 108 
Penier, Du, on feu<lfll rights, ii. 7G 
Per~in., 8hah of, entertained by M. 

Cl:resole, ii. 217 
Peter of Savoy builds stronghol<l at 

Evian, ii. GS. (.'.:lee 8avoy, House 

o0 . 
Petitpierre, Colonel, occupies l!eights 

of 8armensdorf, i . 3U2 
Pfyffor family at Lucerne, i. 222 
Piyffor, General, ttt Villmergen, 

i. BU2 
Philfl(lelphin., rumours of destruction 

of, ii. ~02 
Philip II. of Spain, illness, i. 231 
Piccflrd , \\I. Jules F., i. 4il3; ii. 134; 

nccount of Pavilliu.rd's h ouse, 
275 

Pictet, p>Lstor of Geneva, letters, ii. 
lBB 

Pierrefleur, Grnml Ilam1eret of Orbe, 
!llemoirs of, i. 113, 180 

PiP.Lism, u.ccount of, i. 40U 
]'j gncrol, treaty of, i. 253 
Pitt, William Morton, letter to Doy­

\•enlun, ii. 42G 
Plu.ict-G-enernl, i. 28, 2\l, ill, 221; 

[t111endetl, 23\l; publisl!cd, 61 ; 
retained, lM 

PlnnLin, Jo.oobns, Vflm1oi~ l1i s tmin,n 
i. il22; llCOO~mt oE., ti maldtcctor'~ 
dea:lli a.~ V1dy, .,47 ; house >Lt 
Lt1US!IJ1DC, 352 

Pluvfanes, de, takes charge of M. clc 
Waren s ' papers, ii. 51 

Poissy, conferen ce at, i. 226 
Polier, de, arrival of family in Lau­

sanne, i. lGl 
Polier de Botten a. (Sc~ Dottena, Potior 

cle) 
Poller 1le St. Germain. (Sac St. er· 

mo.in, Polie1· rle) 
l:'o1ier, Etienne B. d , i. SU5 
l'oliel', PIO!Cl)so r Goorgo d.e, ' Ooh­

minsus,' i. 870 ; house of. 331 
Policr (do 'Verno.ncl), Henri tle, Pref 0~ 

oi tho lmno.n, i. 47•!; ii. 452 
Poliel', Jea.n Piorre de, lJt\rgoliiasfor 

of Lti\1s11.nne, i. 251 -
P o.lie;·, !1me., unpublished letter of, 

n. ilOu 
PontvotTe, Aymon cle, Chtctultiin of 

Chillon, i. 50 
Pontverre, s ire of, Chief of Chcrnliers 

de la Cuillcr, i. 112 
P orLefaix, Colonel, at Villrn ergen, 

i. 394 
Porten, James, Gibbon's grnncUather, 

ii. ~()3 
Porten, Miss Catherin e (Hibhon's 

aunt), ii. 264, ill3, 3H, 315 ; clc[lth 
of, 4G4 

Portes , General Louis tlc, cflrccr, 
i. '},84 

rottrie , de la, family, i. 284, 384, 
il85 

Pottrie , Frederick de la , ii. 168 
P ottrie, Jacques de la, li fe of, i. 2R2 
Pottrie, l\Ime. cle la, letters to hc1· 

fath er, ii. 307 
Prnhins, seigniory (Yven1on), i. GS '.l 
Prnngins, barony of, ii. 1% 
Pmngins, Voltaire at Chf1ten.u, i. \J2, 

93 
Pmroman, de, sketch of family, i. 

333 
Prevtit, Castellan of Evian, i. 128; 

ii. GS, 69 
Prilly, Chutcau, ii. 478 
Prilly Parsonage, Doyen Bride! at, ii. 

478 
Protestant worship forbidden, i. 206 
Protestants, pernecntion of, i. 2•!0 
Pnffonclorf, I3arbeyrnc's edition of, i. 

f)~3, 525, 527 
Pury, Daniel <le, letter to cle Lo);s de 

Bochat, i. 524 
Pyronces, Treaty, i. 2ii7 
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Q tm$Nl~, Ili'iNm nu, setiles in Vn.ucl, i . 
269 ; Ol'gtldlises fteeh, i. 209 

Quil'o ~. Dom, ii . 250 261 
Quisnr<l, Colonel Jen,u Nlcholm:11 skatob 

of:, i. 3113, 3!l4 

IlumxnT fn.mily, L 188 
ltamus, :Pierre, nssn.ssinn.tion of, i. 104 
Itn.pln, Hem:ieUe, letters to Mlle. de 

'l'oiasonifil:o, ii. 5 
Rn.ppaxacibwyl, f~ly of, i. 312 
llapp rsobwyl, siege or, i. 254 
ll,1.wailln.o f(l.mily in Jura, i_ 234. 
Read , Ohnrles, ii. 200 
Ilebeoque, l311.i:o11 Consta.nb de, i. 188 

own01· ol p1mala of Jiermenohes, 
ii. 220 

po~traHs M Ha.nlierive, i. 278 
Rebeoquo, DMld de Co1111~n.nt de, i. 860 
Bcbe01111e cl6 Coustant de, skotob of 

ftlTllily, i. 2SS 
n beCtJ. L1 G, l311itoll Samuel Coost11int clc, 

0111·uer, i. 278 
llecnmiar, Mme., ii. 87, 802 
lteeve, Henry, letter to aullioi:, ii. 368 
Bofot'Il,illtion in !fo•itz rland, !. 224 
lle~oicfos at Lnusn.rme o.ncl Vevey, i. 

21'il) 
Ileiirnucl, account of Sl\racenic inva­

sion, i. 2~ 
Ilen an, Ernest, on Villard, i. 2() 
Hen en s, Gibbon dine~ with Prince 

J_,ewis of Wiirtcmbmg n.t, ii. :.l'.J5, 
'178 

llenens, hiRtory of seigniory, i. 3H3; 
ii. 421, 42~ 

Hencn s, Mme. de, i. '375; ii. 47'1 
'Hepublic of Venice and thu Swiss,' i . 

24~ 

llequat, Olnude, ttocomplice in de 
.Blonny-Dm10.11 e laud, i. 4 04 

lleynol11l11 HirJoslnm, .trleud trl Gibbon, 
iL 8tl7 ; Giuhon clinea with 804, 
'11l9 ; piel11u·e of Eforoulea SlrtmRling 
Sorpentti, 439; port~·aii of Gibbon, 
364--3110 ; ' Sovan Virtues,' 481 

Rlue7.11n~ . l1en.i:i do, story of, i. 187 
l!Jcho.i:clson, novelist, ii. 358, 4rifi 
l'tiel1elien, Cardinal de 

dislike tu 'Cicl,' i. 255 
p1;1litiaal syateru oJ', i. 2/Hl 
Volt.aire's oplll!on of, ii. 2M 

· ipa.ille, Ol!Meo.u, i. 7tl, 510 
R ipailfo, fall oJ' l. 202 
Ripni I lo, :&iory, ereotecl by Am11.clcus 

VIII., i. 84, 85, 87 
R.obertffon, Dr., opinion of 1 Doclino 

ru.id •l\ll,' ii . S~!:I 
\It L. U. 

Rocho, Bannorni, Receiver o·I St 
Ji rnuois' Convent, i. 170 

Roche, :M:mo., i. 16fl 
11oche, Jlfarquii; de la, sells ntlne to 

Mme. cla WO.ronn, i. llO 
RoohefO'l't, de J'.Wsset de. (Seo Rosaet 

tla Roob rort, (le) 
lloo.hes, Frn.111,1ois de, letters, ii. l!l3 
Roohotte, Bn.ron cle ta, legend of, i. 480 
Iloo.htlUA, La, M;me. clo Wareu11' mine 

Iii~. Ii. 112 
Hachette, La, ruins of cn.8tlc, i. 481 
Roclolphe III., Count of Gruyerc, i. 

413 
llodolph III. , King of Burgundy. (Stc 

Uuclolph the L azy) 
11oclolph of Hapsbnrg invades Vaud, i. 

40 
Ilodon, t1e, n.oconnt or Gru.aset, ii. 17!); 

Jett~\: tu ~. <le Bx nl s, i bid. 
Iloclll(•·1), M., ab Ln.usnnue, ii. 37£1, 421, 

4.22; tour wJth D0yverih1n ·11.ud 
131-lclol I Ji. '126 

Ro~lle, M;JJ e., ii. 4.51l 
111)ger, a,111,11111 of Latumnne, i. 86 
ltob.tu1e, do, 11reatne8..~ or, i. ()8 
llo ln.:r. <lu 1101my, gcneo.lugy or, i. 829, 

S81; ii. 220, 4!ltl 
RoUo ll.utiho1''K vl!!il1 ~o. ii. {83; Gib-

bon's i·ef ·euces to, il. 2 2, 488 
l:tollo, clo Severy mausiou at, H. 484 
Itomn.u B:cHvctfa, i. 71 
lton~o.n ronda, de~Ol'iption of, i. 12 
Romn.u Lypee proaervetl iu tli~ Pt\ys 

Roma.ncl, i. 18 
R.omon~, Oount do, .Bemese cl oltu·o 

Wl\l' ngainat, i. J 01 
Rom<mt, Duke of Snvoy n.L, i. ,11)0 
RoJISet, l3enjo.min, at VuJll ns, i. 21$ ; 

towb in ISt . .Frnnciu, 13W 
ltosse~ catn.s trovhe t , j i. 406 
l'tosset, ile, Dnrgon1n.iiters u£ LM1Rn.nuf!, 

i. 218, 373; ii . 21) 
R llSot, de, Iii.s tory of fam ily, I. 2i;J, 

350~802, 373, 875 
.B,oGS;e~, Jea.n clo, Bo.nnerct o( Ln.usnn.11 , 

i . 168 
Ro~o<et cle Hochefort, Benjamin de, i. 

358, 35\J, 3(\'}, 
Iloss<it de 11ochefoct, Professor Jean 

Alphonse , i. 873; ii. lSil , l\Jl, 243, 
2.4-J, 250- 2(1\! • Q.11(1ublished writiug~ 
found nt Lo. Gl'ott , 2Ul 

R oitaz, OC>lonel de In. 
acaount f communiootion bc­

Lw0en Vi v y ancl .hillon, i . 4il3 
nuLhor's inLei:viaw wlhh, i. 171 
diacovl~I'~ Ml:lS. a.t Ohillon,·i. l ?a 

Ho mid, l\ifr. J. E.ornco, i . 44, 8tr 

M :i\I 
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Rousseau, Jean Jacques, ii. 158 
account of Mme. de Warens, ii. 

14, 16, 100-102, 108, llG ; of 
her death, 115 

Allamand's mention of, ii. 147, 
158 

at Annecy, ii. 87, 98 
at Les Criites, i. 437 
character, ii. 17, 108, 116 
concert, i. 348 
conduct towards Mme. de Warens, 

ii. 17 
' Confessions' annotated by M. de 

Corrancez, ii. 87 
criticism of Gibbon's conduct to 

Mlle. Curchod, ii. 340 
cleath, ii. 99 
Gibbon's account of, in England, 

ii. 840, 355, 360 
life at ' Les Charmottes,' ii. 105 
MSS., i. 438 
Memoir on conversion of Mme. 

cle Warens, ii. 80 
Memoirs, i. 441 
opinion of l\L de Conzie, ii. 114; 
relics, ii. \J\1, 104 
' Savoya n Vicar,' i. 3G4; ii. 115, 

151, 3GO 
sketch of Mme. cle Warens, ii. 87, 

88, 89 
tutor to M. de Mably's children, 

ii. 107 
venerated at Zilrioh, ii. 298 

Routh, Dr., ii. 2(i5 
Rovereaz, Colonel de, library ancl 

portrait, ii. 486 
Rovereaz, Mme. de, ii. 485 
Ruchat, historian, i. 114, :370, ii. 193, 

295; adventure with brigands, i. 
345 

Rudolph the Lr,zy gives Vaud to the 
BiRhop of Lausanne, i. 15, 17; gift 
confirmed by Henry IV., ibid. 

Russin, 1''rnn<;'ois cle, i. lfll 
Uussins, de, Seigniorn of Allaman, i. 

479 
ltuyinet, Mlle. Aline, letters from 

Un.nova, ii. -1.85 

SAccoNAY, DE, Vaudois General of 
Bernese army, i. 390, 393 

Saillon, Guillaume de, portrait, i. 131 
St. Andre, Mme. de Warens' partner 

in factory, ii. 16 ; demands satis­
fied, 34 

St. Bartholomew, horrors of, i. 163 
:>ainte-Tieuve, sketch of, i. 137 ; on 

Gibbon, l::ltl 

St. Catherine, convent near Annecy, i. 
501 

St. Cierge, family of, i. 384 ; and 
Gibbon, ii. 4\J5 

St. Cierge, M. de, heir of M. de la, 
Chenalaz, ii., 299 

St. Cierge, Mme. de, ii. 210, 42\J, 501 
St. Claire convent, history of, i. 179 
Sainte-Foi, notary, i. 295 
St. Francis 

church, i. 145, 373; Gibbon re­
ceives communion in, ii. 280, 
288; Gibbon's portrait in, 287 

gardens of, i. 338 
gate of, i. 100 
grounds of, i. 80 
monastery, i. 155-157 
reconstruction of tower, i. 79 
scene of various ceremonies, i. 78 
subterranean passages, i. 154, 

156 
treasures found, i. 155 

St. Francis and La Grotte, monastery, 
i. 36, 39, 42, 44 

founded, i. 37 
revolution in, i. 115 
right of sanctuary, i. 112 
royal guests at, i. 105 

St. Francis, Place of, description of, i. 
322, 323 

St. Ji'rnncis, street of, 323 et seq. 
St. Gall, Prince-Abbot of, i. 41, iJ89 
St. Genis, de, account of arts intro-

duced by Saracens, i. 22; author of 
'Histoire de Savoie,' ii. 80 

St. Germain, Polier de, Tiurgomaster 
of Lausn.nne, ii. 418, 451, 494, 
497 

St. Gingolph, i. 474 
St. Gothard route, ii. 216 
St. Hippolyte church at Thonon, 

description, i. 605 
St. Imier, descendants of Saracens in, 

i. 22 
St. J ei;,n. (See Les Delices) 
St. Legier, i. 441; seignior of, 442 
St. !\faire. (See Lausanne) 
St. Martin chateau near Yverdon, i. 

852 
St. Maurice of Vevey bestowed on 

Bishops of Sion, i. 412 
St. l\foyeul, Abbot of Cluny, i . 21 
St. Nicholas, ii. 819 
St. Paul, chitteau, i. 4GG; description 

of castle and seigniory, 48~ 
St. Pn.ul, traditions of village, i. 486 
St. Saphorin, General de, i. 394 
St. Thliodule, Bishop of Sion, legend 

at , i. 134 

TNDEX 581 
flt. Urbain, Abbey ol, GiLbon's descrip. 

t ion, it 817; eltiolrion of abbot, 318 
Sales, Clmtles A.winshia de, autho1· of 

Lile o~ Mn.rio A.. de Blon!ly, i. 491 
Sttles , de, possessions of family, i. 503 
Safoa, St. FrflJJ.cis de 

at Allinges, i. 512 
at St. Paul, i. 484, 491, 493 
guest of Mme. de Charmoisy, i. 

499 
physical clrn.racteristics, i. 510 
preaching at Annecy, i. !iOl 

at Thonon, i. 505 
in Notre Dame, Pal'is, i. 500 

sketch of, i. 502 
Salvator, Don , D1lke of Tiurgumly's 

phy1:1ioian, l. 105 
Baney, H mfay, SelS"nlor of, i. 201, 202 
8 autu. Mruri \~ Glorlo~n dei Fmri, i\ISS. 

in conven.I:, i. 248 
Saracens in Roman Switzerland, , 

souvenirs of, i. 21 
Sanaz, de la. (See Ln. Barraz) 
Sartines, de, Lieut.-General of Police, 

ii . 189 
Saugy, Colonel de, letters to Deyver­

dun, ii. 418 
Saugy, Frossard de 

description of Necker, ii. 488 
description of ilime. de Stael, ii. 

488 
visit to author, ii. 483 

ffaultier, functions of the, i. 31 
Saurin, Joseph, ii. 243, 244.; sketch 

of, 245 
Sn.nssure, de, arrivn.l of family in 

Lansanne, i. Hil 
Saussure, de, honses in Lausanne, 

i. 356 
Saussure, George de, nmnRion of, i. 

382 
Saussure, Jean Louis de, mn.nsion of, 

i. 3:J5 
Saussme, Victor de, ii. 421 ; letter to 

Deyverdnn, 403; Uibbon's letter 
to, 353-3ti0 

Sn.1•oy 
French invasion of, ii. 79 
Honse of, books on, i. 163 
House of, wars with Bishops of 

Sion, i. HJO 
religious persecutions in , i. 271 
traces of Spaniards in, i. 217 
traditions of Saracens in, i. 21 
treaty with Tiemc, i. 240 

Savoy, House of 
Amadeus V. builcls fortifications 

at Evian, ii. ti8 
Amadens VI., ihe 'Comte Vert,' 

Savoy, House of 
i. 57 ; fetes n.t ChamMry, ibid. 
(See also 'Comte Vert') 

Amadeus VI. at ]\forges, i. 420 
Amadeus VI., terms of arrreement 

with Bishop of Lausa~ne, i. 60 
Gl ' 

Amadeus VII., death, i. 80 
Amadeus VIII., first Duke of 

Savoy. (S~c Felix V.) 
abdication, i. 95 
death and burial, i. 9() 
life at Ripaille, i. 87 
memorial verse, i. \!5 
rebuilds church of St. Francis, 

i. 100 
religiouH foltndnLion11 o!, i. 84 

Aymon 6'1, fo1m rl• hOMpllltil of 
St. l\fary n~ ViJlenouvo, i. 
177, 11/ l 

sketch of, i. 190, 191 
Charles III. 

ambitious designs on Lausanne, 
i. 109 

festivities in honom of, i. 457 
war with cantons, i. 4Gl 

Charles J<>manncl 
advance to Geneva, i. 234 
force at Ripaille, i. lll7 
invacles Dauphiny, i. 203 
projects, i.165; against Geneva, 

201, 232 
sends envoy to Deme, i. 200 

Emanuel Philibert 
treaty with Berne, i. 1"2; with 

F1·eibmg, ibid. 
Henry of, Duke of Nemours, i. 

498 
I,ouis of, Baron of Vancl, i. iil; 

guardian to Amadeus VT., 
5G 

Peter of, at Ripaille, i. 85 
builds palace of the Savoy, i. 7 
captures the Bourg, i. :rn 
cliaraoter, i. 40 
' imperial protector,' i. ·10 
military renown, i. 192 
Heignior of Vevey, i. 413 
success at Port Valais, i. l2!J 

I'hilip of, disputes with J 01111 of 
Cossonay, i. 8!) 

Thomas of, grants franchi8e to 
Villeneuve, i. 177 

Victor Amadeus, King of Sicily, 
i. 284. (Sec Victor Amadeus 
II.) 

Smt!iger, at f,ausanne, i. 164 
Scapula. (See Espaule) 
8chmpfins' map of Berne, i. 159 

MU 2 
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Schauenbe1·g enters Derne, i. 2!!3 
Schindler of Berne, French spy, i. 263 
Schiner, Mathieu, Cardinal of Sion, 

i. 2!!!! ; power of, 138 ; sketch of, 
131 

Schlabrendorf, Gusbve, letter to Cap-
tain Deyverdun, ii. 2!!3 

Schneeberger, ii. 252 
Schnorp, French spy, i. 263 
Schoepflin, Voltaire's publisher, ii. 

118 
Scholl, Dr. Frederic, Gibbon's phy­

sician, i. 15(); ii. 286, 505; opiniou 
of Gibbon, 506 

Schull, Mlles., ii. 286, 505, 50() 
Schomberg, Frederick of, epitaph, i. 

318 
Schouwalof, Count Jean, ii. 208, 227 
Schwytz, dispute with Ziirich, i. 253 
Secretan Banneret, writings of, i. 238 
Secretan'. Colonel Edouard, i. il50; 

ii. 216 
Secretan, history of family, i. 3/'iO ; 

connection with the Deyyerduns, 
ii. 293 

Secretan, Jean, sketch of, i. 3G2 
Seedorf, letter to Voltaire, ii. Hil 
Seidel, P. I<'., writing to Deyverdnn, 

ii. 411 
Seigneux, Bacon de. (Sec Bacon de 

8eigneux) 
Seignenx, de, sketch of family, i. 3!J7, 

tlr5S 
Scignenx de Correvon, Gabriel de, 

i. 353 
letter to Mme. de Bochat, ii. 11 

to Mme. de Teissoniere, ii. 10 
to Mlle. Julie de 'reissoni.lrc, 

ii. g 
to M. de Lo);s d'Orzens, ii. 304 

sketch of, ii. 7 
Seigneux, Franyois de, Burgomaster 

of Lausanne, i. 158, 421 
8eignenx, Geo1·ge de, author of sil­

houettes of Gibbon and others, 
i. 357; ii. 34!!, 457 

Seignenx, H. de, repol't on Nobles, 
i. 24() 

Seigneux, Justicier de, ii. 459 
• Seigneux, Louis de, Bmgomaster of 

Lausanne, i. 109, 461 
Seigneux, Theobald de, house of, i. 

373 
Sempach, battle of, i. 304, 312; arrows 

from, 289 
Sonarclens, Roman remains !It, i. 211; 

Ch:'ltean of, 215 
Seneschal, or rlapifc1-, ilmotions of 

the, i. :n, 416 

Seppey, Forest of, i. 215 
Sennund, Franvois, oannon-founde1-, 

i. 27 
Serres, Jean de, translator of Plato, 

i. 164 
Servan, ii. 427, 430 
Seventeenth century, opposite pictures 

of, i. 253 
Severy, Lieut.-Col. de Cha1·riere de, 

i. 391 
Severy, Salomon de Charriere de 

account of, ii. 472 
death, ii. 282 
letter to Colonel de Molin de 

Montagny, ii. 473 
portrait, ii. 480 . 

Severy, Mme. Salomon de Charnere 
de, portraits, ii. 4 77, 480; sketch 
of, 473 

Severy, Wilhelm de, Gibbon's 
'adopted son,' i. 100; ii. 474 

in England, ii. 4!38 
letters to Gibbon, ii. 4G8 ; from 

Gibbon, 282, 465, 467, 470, 
471, 495, 4UG, 497, 4U8, 501, 
505 

portto.its, ji . 474, 476, 490 
S 1•cry, M'. Willin.m de Ohnui~re do, 

, 11ignio1· o! lVIex, nnthor's visiL <>, nt 
JJausa.rine, ii. 474; n.t Mox, 478; 
owner 0£ Gibbon relics, •174->183 

Severy, Mme. W. de Chnrrierc de, ii. 
48:3 

Shcnield, Lot·d (Mr. Holroyd) 
friendship with Gibbon, ii. 292, 

1506 
Gibbon's visit to, ii. 465, 471, liOO 
kit-cat of, ii. 474, 478 
meeting with Gibbon, ii. 37li 
portrait by Sir Joshua Reynolds, 

ii. 365 
question to M. de Severy, ii. 287 
widowed, ii. 28(), 498, 500 

Sheffield, Lord and Lady, Gibbon's 
correspondence with, ii. 328 

SheJfielcl Park, author's visit to, ii. 
363 

Sherlock, Thomas, D.D., ii. 153 
Sigisnrnnd, Emperor, visits Berne, i. 

299 
Silvn, Mmr,. de, ii. IJOO 
Simplon route, ii. 216 
Sinner, Jacques de, author and 

bailiff, i. 339 
Sion author's visit to, i. 127 et seq.; 

Chfttem1 I1onge, Tourbillon, Valeria, 
lilO 

Rion, bishops of, i. 450 
Sion Cathedral, reli<JnarieR, i. lBH 
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Sirven, ii. 257 
Aooi6t6 du DlmancJhe, ii. 4.0i1 , 430 
Soci6t6 du Eriutemps, ii. 326, 327, 

395, 430. (. ee JJO. Pondril\re) 
ffoc;iety at Lo.usanne, ii. $2/l, 429, 461 
Sooiety Lists of Lo.uso.nne, il. Mlil-'161 
Sonnenburg, Conrad clci, leader of 

LuaerlJe mus.k:.-teel'S, i. 891; 
wounded, 392 

Spencer, Lonl, il. 303, 468 ; Gibbon's 
visit to, 600, 602 

Spiez, dbtU,eau of, author's visit to, 
with CounL HO.rl.nui.nn de Mulinen, 
i. lllO 

Speno, Mar•1niHe de, ii. m 
Spon, Dr. Jacob, author of 'History 

of Geneva,' i. 113 
8tael, Mme. de 

anecdote of, i. 313; at Le Petit 
Onchy, ii. 302; at Monchoisi, 
ibid. 

de Saugf's dosori11tion of, H. ·188 
lettet• to Deyv 1·dun, l i. 43U ; 

reference to Gi b hon, 487 
opinion of Deyverdun, ii. !1;33 

StaempJ1i, 110ousaiJon Rfrain~t obles, 
i. 20(1 

Stanhope, Philip 
at Lausanne, ii. 207 
leaves Lausanne, ii. 273 ; sketch 

of, 268 
Stanhope, Philip (fifth Earl of Choster­

iicld), ii. 268, 401 
lGtten; to Deyvenlnn, ii. 399, 

107, 410 
Htatntos of Savoy, i. 86 
Steigner, tle, Atlvoyers of Berne, i.14!); 

ii. 125 
Baron of Rolle, i. 148 
lett r to M. clo Brenles, ii. 209 

Rteig\t i•, OltM·l~ de, of Beme, i. ~83 
Stoiguer, Fl'11ni,:.ois de, Burgomaster oJ' 

Ln.usannei i. 4!.!l 
Steigner, Sigismnncl de, Bernese bailiff, 

i. ::mu 
Steiguers, de, White arnl Black, i. 30!! 
Stewart, Dngald, eulogising Allamancl, 

ii. 13(i 
Storer, Mr. Anthony, Secretary of 

Embassy at Paris, ii. 3U·1 
8trcatfeild, SandeJ'orth, letter to 

Deyverdun, ii. 3UG 
S uaYd, opinion of Gibbons impre8-

sions in de.p!tol at Romo, i. 8 
S u1)ona, ~eiguioi:y of, ii. 120, 477 
8uJly, cliagrace of, i. 284.; Voltaire's 

reference to, ii. 21.!6 
Swiss Cantons assi Ht French Protes­

tanlH, i. '.lOl 

Swiss flag, origin of emblem on, i. 
52 

Swiss Guard, origin of, i. 107 
Swiss in Frouch anuy, i. 268 
Swiss in Pa,Yl;I de V l\11d, i. 71 
8wiss reglllU,\11t ah lvry, i. 216 
Swiss xegiments in opposite oamps, i. 

27'1 
Switzedantl 

edncation in, i. 228 
feudal customs in, i. 230 
influence of, i . 132 
names of old families in, i. 41-4U 
oligarchy in, i. 222 
pre-eniinell(,le or, i. 228 
projcoL fol' ili.t1mllllllierlng, i. 395 
snbdiviaion of classoe in, i. 223 
two Feclor11tions, i. 258 
war between Catholics and Pro­

testants, i. 389, 431 

'l'AnE~TAisE, Mme. de 'Varens' mine 
in , ii. 112 

Tave], Albert de, house at Rolle, ii. 
485 

Tave! , de, family, i. 40:J 
'l'aycJ, cle, Mme. de 'Varcns' frieml, ii. 

102,108 
'l'avels, de, and de Blonays, quarrel 

b~tween, i. 4G4 
Tei!, Mme. du, ot Lausanne, i. 375; 

U. l 7 t l a, 1(1 t :")!)? 

Tefo 'er, L., l tl.c1· to Deyverclun on 
Arn111·ica andlleesian troops, ii. 412; 
422, ~21:1, 4.2s 

Teissoniere, cle, skotch o1 family, ii. 4 
Teisson.i~re, Mndelcine de (Mme. 

80.rn.uel Dei)'vm·dan), ii. 7, 21J4 
Teissoniure, Smm.nne Fran<;oise de 

(Mlite. de Bochat}, ii. 2\16; letter 
from , 3 

Tell, William, armour, i. 289 
'rennrmt's account of the siege of 

Chillon, i. 11.5 
Thirty Years' War, deserters, i. 243 
J'homasins, author of 'FunclamcnLa 

N. et G.,' i. 522 
Thompson, 8ir Charles, letter to Dey­

verclnn, ii. 401 
Thonon, Bernese garrison withdmwn 

from, i. 20i:l 
Thonon, description of, i. 50fi 
Thonon, Marquis de Lullin's palace 

at, i. 501 
'l'honon, Monastery of Capucins at, i. 

505 
Thon, de, execution of, i. 256 
'l'li ny:;ct, Ch:Ltcau, <0cconnt of, i. 507 
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Tillier, Bannel'et, deputy from Berne, 
i. 370 

Tissot, Claude, deputy of Villarzel, i. 
llO 

Tissot, Docto1·, of Lausanne, ii. 170 
attends Volto,ire 11t Lo,usanne, ii. 

194 
Gibbon dines wHh, ii. 497 
j udgment of Volto,ire, ii. 194 
letters to Abbe Andre Morellet, ii. 

196 
marriage, ii. 194 
N 11poleon I. addresses letter to, 

ii.198 
possessor of Monrion, ii. 217 
Hketch of, ii. 192 
works and tenow11, ii. l\'15 

Toggenbom:g, lriBtory 0£, i. 881) 
Tour, de la, family non-suited, ii. S-1 
'l'our, de ln. , history of !amily, i. 400 
'l'our, Jean Bnrtmte de la, will of, ii. 

58 
Tournament of m<trried 11nd un· 

m11rried, i. Ill 
Trautmansdorf, Count, i. 395 
Trevor, Mr., British Minister at Turin, 

ii. 496 
Trevor, Mrs., ii. 4GS, 49G 
Treytorrens, de, i. 103, 205, 250 ; ii. 

180, 280 
Treytorrens, Franc;iois de, portraits, i. 

251 
Treytorrens, Frederick de, student 11t 

college, i. 348 
Treytorrens, Generals in Swedish o,rmy, 

i. 250 
Treytorrens, Mme. de Lojis de, ii. 301, 

459 
Tronchet, Banneret, arrested, i. 1G9 
Tronchin, Franc;iois, sketch of, ii. 128 
Tronchin, Jean Hobert, friend of Mon-

tesquieu, ii. 128 
Tronchin, al tell ol family, ii. 127 
Tronahln, Dr. 'l'b6odoro, ii. 141 

o.ttends Voltu.ir at Geneva, ii. 
194, l91i 

criticism of Voltafre's character, 
ii. 186 

letter to Rousseau, ii. 1R6 
'l'scharner, General of Tien1ese army, 

i. 3UO ; death, 392 
'l'scharner, Mlle., visits Mme. de 

Brenles, ii. 312 
Tuggen, divisions of family, i. 312 
Turin, T1·eaty, Savoy taken from 

1"rnnch, i. 512 
Turrctini, Jean Alphonse 

ancestors of, i. 365 
ldtcr to de ltm;sct, i. 362, 366 

Turretini, Jean Alphonse 
maxim of, i. 332 
sketch of, i. 363 

Turretini, Benedict, i. 362-365 

UDALRICH, Bishop of Lausanne, i. 17 
Uri, horns of, i. 304 
Uri, Unterwalden, and Schwytz, firnt 

alliance of, i. 62 
Utrecht, peace of, i. 3!J6 
Uttins, Les (Lausanne). (See L es 

Uttins) 
Uttins, Les (Rolle). (See Les Uttins) 

VAGNiilRE, Voltaire's secretlLry, ii. 229 
Valais 

bishop's possessions, i. 412 
landscape in, i. 132 
serfs in, i. 223 
squ[Llor in, i. 130 

ValaislLns, Haut, advancing into Chab­
lais, i. 196 

Valence, Mme. de, letter to Mme. cle 
Montolien, ii. 850 

Valency, property of Mme. de Severy, 
nee Grnnd, ii. 4 78 

Valeria, Church of Our Lady of, de-
scription, i. 134 

Vallier, exiled from Lausanne, i. 163 
Valtelline, invasion of, i. 241 
Van Berchem, ii. 354; quarrel with 

Sir W. Guise, ii. :J77 
Varambon, Sire de, i. 189 
V11rax, de, 8eigniors of Ncuvecclle, 

i. 479 
Varicourt, de, sketch of, i. 2!J2 
Vasseur, Le, Roussc[Lu's 'washer­

woman,' ii. 65, 114 
Vassy, mass11cre of, i. 226 
Vaud 

arrival of :French Protestants in, 
i. 160 

Bernese divisions of, i. 146 
Bornese edicts concerning monil8, 

i. 431 
Bernese possessing, i. 421 
Bernese rule in, i. 286 
communes in, i. 150 
constitution of, i. 248 
derivation of name. i. 10 
dispute with Berne; i. 251 
divisions of inhabitants, i. 427 
enquiry into abuses, i. 238 
extent of, i. 287 
history of, i. 10 
miseries of inh11biLants, i. ,1!) 
nobility of, i. '!'.!8 
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Vaud 
nobility of different kinds, i. 245 
refugees from France, i. 2G5 
sketch of people, fetes, i. 429 
taxed by Berne, i. 251 
treaty with Venice, i. 242 
under cl minion of Bome, i. 2G4 

Vaudois in Bernose n1my, i. 690 
Vaudois po1·seculiions, i. 258 
Vaudois solcliers in foreign countries, 

i. 265 
Verdeil, Dr., account of disturbances at 

Lutry, i. 115; of Vaudois persecu­
tions, 253 ; author of 'Histoire 
du Canton de Vaud,' at Monrion, 
ii. 217 

Vernand, Henri de Polier de, i. 474; 
ii. 452 

Vernand, seigniory of, i. 336 
VernMe, friend of Levade, ii. 458, 

492 
Vernet, Professor Jacob, ii. ll!J 

defends religion against Voltaire, 
ii.190 

letter to Rasset de Rochefort, 
ii. 190 

Vertemont, de, ballad-singer, coach­
man of, i. 89 

Vervins, treaty between Fro.nee and 
Spain, i. 281 

Vesson, ii. 252 
Vestris, Mlle., ii. 133 
Vevey 

ctvoues of, i. 413 
boroughs or quarters of, i. 419 
charter of franchises, i. 420 
church tower of St. Mm·tin, 

i. 193 
composition of tribunal, i. 418 
contest for precedence, i. 422 
Convent of St. Claire, i. 423 
councils of, i. 426 
derivations and description, i. 411 
divisions, i. 418 
fire of 1688, ii. 13 
flood at, i. 404 ; ii. 40 
:French refugees at, i. 426 
history of, i. 421 
M. and Mme. de Warens at (See 

Warens, de) 
market, i. 417 
plundered, i. 424 
regicides at, i. 260-262 
route to Italy frequented ·by 

pilgrims, i. 190 
senesohal or dapifer, i. 41C:i 
socia.l life o,t, ii. 12 
surrendering to Berneso, i. 125, 

126 

Vevey [Lnd Chill on, communication 
between, i. 433 

Veveyse river, old bed of, i. 417 
Vibert, Bruno, counsellor of Claude 

de Blonay, i. 496, 497 
Victor Amadeus II. of Savoy, King of 

Sicily, i. 284 
at Evian, ii. 77 
character and dress, ii. 78 
protects Mme. de W11rens, ii. rn, 

45, ()3, 82 
treasonable designs discovered, 

ii. 97 
Villac1ing, Aclvoyer of Bet ne, i . 990 
Villading, Bailiff of Lausanne, i. 370 
Vill11rd de Honnecour t, arohl tcot, i. 26 
Villarclin, de IJoys de, i. 886, 387; co-

seignior ol Moudon, i. 423 
Villardin, Jean Louis de Loya de, M. 

de Warens' father, i. 383; ii. 20; 
on term ' Dominus,' i. 66 

Villardin, seigniory, i. 381 
Villars, de Tavel de, i. 463 
Villars, Marshal de, i. 279, 3!J6 
Villarzel, sketch of family, i. 354 
Villemain, opinion of Gibbon's im-

pressions in Capitol at Rome, i. 8 
'Villeneuve 

author's visit to, i. 188-200 
commercial prosperity of, i. 177 
description of, i. 17G ; of modern, 

195 
families residing at, i. 175 
hospital of St. Mary, founded, 

i. 191 ; restored, 192 ; rights 
of, 197 

mosquitoes, i. 199 
Villeneuve churol1, St. Paa1's, i. 196; 

p~eaent oonilltion, 197 
Villmorgen, battles of, i . 255, 392 
VIJJmorgen, Vo.ndois officers killed 

and wounded at, i. 392 
Vincent, J. L., of Chailly, trustee of 

Les B[Lssets, ii. 5\1 
Vinet, at Les Cretes, i. 447; character, 

ibi<l. ; works, 448 
Vintzenried, Mme. cle Warens' friend, 

ii. 106, 108, 112 
Viollet-le-Duc, restores spfre of Lau­

sanne Cathedrnl, i. 28 
Viret, at Lausanne, sketch of, i. 145 ; 

exiled, 163 
Viridet, Dr., prescribes for Mme. de 

Warens, ii. 18, 40 
Voltaire 

1,tCco1Jm t of Binlleytno, i. 526 ; of 
Cavalier , 281; of Marjo Huber, 
66B; of JOHllpb Sn.urin, ii. 246 

'A.aiil1~Ide du Guos<ilin,' i. 67 
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Voltaire 
(Arouet) imitates Moliere, i. 255 
at Femey, ii. lli4, 213 
at Lausanni;0 Mo1u:im!i.:~.,.i. 3.~..i_ 

ii. 210, ~17 •· Monrion, 170 ; ; 
Hue du Gii'nd Chene, 219 

n,t Les Dulice.s, ii. 12\J- 131 
character, ii. lnG, 18G 
character of conespondence, ii. 

:irn 
' Comte de Tourn ay,' ii. 244-248 
conclolos with de Brenles on loss 

of his son, ii. 1G7 
condoles with l\L I'olier de 

Battens on loss of his brother, 
ii. liltl 

correspondence wiLh Allamand, 
ii. 134 

death, ii. 258 
design of settling in Switzerland, 

ii. J :.>,:; 
cletested at Zi\l'ich, ii. 298 
cliscussion on his works, i. 88-!)2 
dispute with Gras.set, ii. rnD-172, 

248 
' E pltrc sm· le Lac de Geneve,' 

ms 
'Histoire Univcrselle,' ii. 118, 

1~0 
infiuence over Allamt1nc1 and cle 

Crousaz , ii. 160 
interview with Gmsset, ii. 173 
Jetter on Immortality of the t:loul, 

ii. 158 
to (unaddressecl), ii. 

21!G 
t o d'Alembcrt, ii. 210 
to Count d'Argental, ii. lGB, 

170 
to M. Bertrand, ii. 247; on 

earthquake at liisbon, 201 
to M. de Brcnles, i. 81J; ii. lHl, 

lG!l, 170, 201, 201), 204, 218, 
24G, 2·17 

to Duke de Choiseul , ii. 21H 
to .Tean Pierre de Crousa7', ii. 

278 
to Mme. de Fontt1ine, ii. 170 
to Haller, ii. 183 
to M. de Ln,bat, Barnn de 

Gmndcourt, ii. 202 
to M. L ambert, ii. 118, 202 
to Lekain, ii. 133 
to M. Mt1rin, ii. 255 
to !\'f. Pictet, ii. 202 
t o Policr clc Bottcns, ii. 1G3, 

:JOI 
to Hos~ct de Il ochcfort, ii. 183, 

Ht1, :Ht:, '.J,ol<[ 

Volt ~Lirn 
leLLcr to Duchess of 8axc-(Co­

bm:g)-Gotha, ii. 202 
to M. Tabareau, ii . 21i4 
to Thieriot, ii. ma 

lines found in La Grotte to, ii. 
218 

lines on Catherine of Hu.Ysia, ii. 
254 

lines on de Momny, i. :JO() 
negotiations for various proper-

ties, ii. 129 
'Pierre le Grand,' ii. 2 07, 208 
prnise of Millot, ii. llil 
profanity, ii. '.JIU 
reply to Mme. cle la lleaumellc's 

petition, ii. lAH 
reply to Legier, i. 88 
residence in Swit7.erlarn1, ii. 117 
residence with Mme. du CMtclct, 

ii. 123 ; with Mme. de Goll, 
117 

retouching 11188., i. 488 
'Sit'icle de l,ouis XIV., ' ii. 142 
uni n>t to character of Amadeus 

VIII. , i. 94 
verses on Amadeus VIII., i. 87 ; 

varit1tion in, 88 
Vufflcns, history of, i. 213 
VuftienR, Mlle., illnesR, ii. HJ2 
Vuillcumier, l'rofe8H01' 

account of M. Pavillit1rd, ii. 272, 
~74 

aRpect of Pn.villi t1rcl 's residence, 
ii. 276 

criticism on Allamand, ii. 136 
Yulliemin, Swiss historian, i. 12 

sketch of people of Vauil, i. 42[) 
Vullierens, de, M. de 'Varcns' uncle, 

ii. 40 
Vullyamoz, houses of family, i: 332. 
Vu)', Jules, account ~f _ somety m 

Chablais all(l Savoy, 1. aOO; letters 
of Mme. de Warens, ii. 112 

'VAI.l'OLE, opinion of 'Decline and 
!<'all,' ii. 38() . . 

'Var of Spaniuh Succcss1011, Swiss 
neutrality, i. 274 .. "" 

' Var of the Pearmnts, i. -·JI 
Waren B, M. de (8obastian Isnac de 

Loi;s), i. 27li, 31!), 881i, 3'.16 
flt Br'e.ntwoocl, ii. ii\I 
character, ii. H\ 
dc·ith at Lausanne, ii. n2, 117 
c~tcn> Hardinian serv ice, L ~7G ; 

Hwcdi:jh f:<·rvicl'1 ;Hrn 

, 

'Warens, J\I. <le 
gnv.,rnor of Prince Victor L. 

rl'Auhalt I3ernbomg-Hoymb, ii. 
flO 

granted divorce, ii . l!l, 33, 35, GS 
in [farclini11n service, i. 284 
interview with Mme. de vVmens 

at Annecy, ii. 2B 
letter of, i. 402 
mansion at Vevcy, i. 404, 411 
member of Vcvey Council, ii. 13 
1ue11wir to M. de Lays de Middcs, 

ii . 18, r;5 
petition to Derne lluthoriti es, ii. 

[jr) 

resitlence at Lausanne, i. 342, 
til!l; ii. 1 

rcsitlcnce in Holland, ii. GO 
return to Lausanne, ii. 59 
visits Mme. de Warens at Evit1n, 

ii. t1:H 
Warens, Mme. de (Lnys de) 

at Chr:Lilly, i. HO; at J_,es Cretes , 
137 

charncter, ii. 14, 1.5 
conversion to Ciitholicisrn, ii. 17, 

19 
correspondence with St. Andre, 

ii. 33 
clea.tll M Ohnm li6i·y, ii. 1Hi 
cl<'aU1 of llm· 11101,her, .ii. iii) 
doull.tion H:~ AnneGy , ii. 2'.l , li G 
d pa.rtnre to Flvifl.n, ii. HI, 41 
r11.ot-0ry n.L v vey' ii 1G 
invent n:y of fortune, i. 55 
journey to 'l'tll'in, ii. Uo 
let1ves Evian, ii. 1G 
letter to M. clo Oou1·li.Ur.s , ii. 112 

to Dn1·011 t1e Dnug v1llc , ii. 112 
to Oo.pt11in Hngon in, ii. llO 
to M. Mngny, i. 406 ; ii. 6:! 

pensions withclr1.wn, ii. 110 
pcrso1ml appearance, ii . (iii 
petition to f>ent1to of Clrnmbury, 

ii. lU, ~l 
porLrnits, ii, R!) 

]:)1'opa..t.y cou liscated, ii. lfl, 33 
r sii;lonoe o.t Annecy, ii. l!l 
residence at Les Bassets, i. 4:33 
"ketch of, i. 1013 
suit n,g:tiutil. i\ f. de Vilhmlin, ii. 

20, 4f), 54 
visit to Paris, U. !14 

Wo.tellJil, sa·i1,miory oJ., i. 410 
Wnrreu, i\fr. Tli ml\s H 1·hod, I'resi­

tlent or Mngd1<len, ii. 266 
Wn.shington, GenCJ,'al, i. ·14 
Watteville, d , bro.nc.h es of family, i. 

:11.r, ; origin oJ family, 814 

Gi17 

Wattcville, de, Ill'mcsc bniliff at 
VevAy, lettms to JJeyvcrdun, ii. 
404, 405 

Wat_teyille, rlc, Pacha of Ya11ina, 
Abbot of Bamnc, i. :n 7 

vVatteville, tle, treasurer, exmnines 
losses caused by flood at Vevey, ii. 
41 

W>itteville, Jean de, commt1ncling 
Demese troopR, i. 202 

director of hospital at Villeneuve, 
i. 1()8 

in PrLris, i. 240 
\'Ve(hlerbm·n, Attorney-Genernl, ii. 

il\JB 
Wedgwood, Gibbon's chinfl service, 

ii. 4 70, 47rl ; busts, 4 71 
Weilbomg, Court of, ii. il07; house­

hold, 130\l 
Wesselowsky, letters to Voltaire, ii. 

207, 208 
Weston, J\1r., Gibbon's Jotter to, ii. 

2811 ; fn.mily, 1:),5 
Westphnlta, Tterity, i. :2'17 
W11~t11tein, o.f nfl8le, f-iwiss repre­

sentative at l 'eace of Westphalia, 
i. s ~ 

Wet7.hr, nenr vVeilhonrg, ii. 30r< 
'Vey, Frnncis, ' Album de la }font,~ 

f:favoie,' i. 478 ; searching for Iegeiul, 
iil2 

'Veyerrnann, Han,-;, Dc·, l'lwse Jmilill, 
i. ltW 

Wieland , ii. 41U 
Wilkes, Col nnP.l .Tohn , ii. fl7i1 ; Lorcl 

Mayor of Londcm, ·10:> 
WilJP.1·ens , de, Gahri ul Hcmy clo 

Mestral, i. 40B 
Wit, Countess cl•\ ii. ~08 
Witchcraft, belief in, i. 2::G 
'Vither, George, opinion of convcnt.s, 

ii. 152 
Woraloy, Rh· Rlul111.nl, Deyvordu.u's 

trnvels wil.h , ii. 3!H:i 
Wurstombul'got', Lli ~t 1:ian , i. 2!JS 
Wii.l'temburg, J,'>r ii1ce Louis oi, 11~ 

J)1Lnt1ann , ii. 21.7, ll71i 
Wyl, honih1mlec'I., i. SIJU 
Wynn, Dowager IJndy WilUa.ms , ii. 

2(!6 

YOLANDE, IJcir'rn of Sicily, at J,ri 
Grotte, i. 'l'J ; Hei:;cnt oI Savoy, at 
Lmrnanne, 101, 30'1 

Yvcrclun, Catholicism abolished at, i. 
147 

Yvoire in Savoy, i. l!J!l; tlcr,cription 
oi Ch>ltcrtu, 200 
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ZAEHIUNGEN. Duke of, avow\ of 
Luusanne, i. 35 ; deiith, Gl!i; foundo 
Berne, 38, 315 ; ii. 320 

Zimmermann, J ean G., of Zmich, ii. 
1\l2, 250 ; letter to Rosset de Boche­
iort, 1\)3 

Znniungem, John Gutemberg, dis­
covere1; of printin g, i. 9(1 

Ziirich 
diRpute with Rchwytz, i. 2G4 
letters preserved in librnry, i. 

22i 
organiRecl the Secret, i. 223 
refugees in, i. 224 

Zurkinden invading Clrnbluis, i. 12;; 
~winglius, death, i. 112 
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Ermta ·in Vol. I . 

18, twice, /Q1· J\fo111;l!ion <rerid Monrio11. 
llu, "" 6, ,, de ·1·eq,(l du. 
Sll-8, USO, 11 Zu.uringen rcail. Zr llringm1. 
u, L SG, ,. Bb. Gn.u.I 1·eQ.rl St Gl\ll. 
<i'!, "• U, ,, <lo Beugy riJad de B ugy. 
'16, L 82, 11 D'Alinge-d ouiktS 1·~a~ D'.AJ1ing1m-Couclr6u; u.nd l. 40, 

fr:rr Pn.yonne 1·ead Payo1'nil. 
62, 1. 1, ,. Arbw:g read Aarbm-g. 
59, l. 8(), 11 rbn.n Vl.1·e11ici Urhn.n V. 
or, ]. 17, " THulmde r6att 'J,'sal:m,li. 
60, I. 38, " nen.r E'rn.ubrunuun rcaa Clttllod Ji'rn.ubru.nnen. 
Sl, tl-. 9, ,, Nobllitair n rail NobHfairo. 
SB, I. 17, 11 Joan ?·vad Georg ; t\110 l. 19, fm· George read Jeau. 
94, I. 2, 11 dfaeimiln.bod 1·oa1l iliBoimulo.tBd. 
91>, I. II, ,, lUOO •· ait 1489. 
105, I. SO, 11 87J raad. 824. 
US, 11.1 ,, W, rand l,<t (Mn.oonnai~). 
HlO, 288, 11 Allu.mru1d 7•1lfU]. A!hlJIUlJ1. 
126, I. O, ,, Hughes 1·1.uul liugU.Qa. 
12B bis ll)td.1119,/01· Pr \TOil rclw I'tdvOt.. 
l 87, n.,for V icoinoo read Comte. 
1119, n. 2, far Etu1ln rcail E~udua. 
155, I. 201 ,, 1787 reaci 1782. 
llJll, 1. 2, 11 VUn1 rg\1& ?'c<irt 'Villmergtm. 
104, I. 17, 11 HoLmn.n, ·l'Bn.(l Hottoman. 
107, 160, ,, Aruu~oy ,·~ail luinooy. 
180, l. 8, 12,for AJ.ub;c ?"IU.l Andt6o j f01' l10JJ01rn Arlay 

1•1J1i,d Chi\! na-ArlQ.y. 
lBll, ). l.O, /O'I' Chn.1i~or XXVL 1•awl XX:V:U. 
180, I. 201 ,, L giar 1·0<1d Leyilio1·. 
lllli, l. lS-17, o.r. botween 'lUOt•~tiC)n nu~rka. 
214, l. 110, /QI' De Divvonne rr.a1!1' de Pivonn9. 
1118, I. 21>-i!OJ /01·' highway-Gih:hon ' rQa,i/. lluo du PotiL-Olr ~ue. 
11811, I. 1!71 «iJf. · 'pn,~su!I' a oor:'lllun. 
242, 243, 350,jor Ueresole reail Cer1foole. 
244, 11 .. , for on read on. 
263, l. 81, for 7 ,OOO, OOO read 700,000. 
275, l . 2G, 11 Franstadt rccul FrnnstacH. 
278, l. 7, 11 Mandroz rea1l Mendmz. 
2U2, I. ~4, ,, d'Effingens read d'Effin f;"""· 
noo, fnl' fioharntteht11l 1·earl Scharnachtlrnl. 
Rm, n. 1, for (Marquis) .de .Loyii:reacl do Loys-Chn,ll(licn. 
a22, clde 'now called· the Rue Gibbon.' 
829, for H ermesehes ?'C(IJl Hermenches. 
l\Sl, I. 29, comma afta San8sure. 
BLJ5, I. 30, lll, for Battens rca1l Battens. 
:lHo, I. 22, fur d e rea.cl du. 
U-18, l. 15, ,. Humber read Humbert . 
B58, I. 11>, ,, P,u-t"'z rerul Portaz. 
357, I. BG, ,, Mo..ismu'ler read Maisonnenr. 
HfiO, l. 1, ,, Fran~oi" read Alphonse. 
il7S, U80-~, 424,for Vidom read Vidanw. 
8Al, 1. 2€.~, ,, Chane~ ?'cad Chaneaz. 
iJHH, 1. IH, ,, Riron rccul Rn,ron. 
3:ru, I. 11, ,, Nobles ?·cacl Noble. 
41m, I. 2, ,, Palezieux ?"l'!Ul Pahizieux. 
411i, I. 17, ,, Ba.ye rccid Ba.y. 
116, l. ~~, ,, dessni-> read clc:~r·rnous. 

,, I. 26, ,, Comilliat r('(ul Cnrnillia.t. 
'12", l. 4, ,, peoble rr.,,rl 11eople. 
432, tm11sfer note to p. 431. 

Errata in Vol. II. 

!'AG~ 3G3, ]. 6, rca1l Suissesse; I. 8, 1lr,lc and. P. 357, t.he note between inverted 
eomnrnt;. .P.. 8H6, note 1, l. u:, quota,tion n1u.rk n,fter 'sa.ying.' P. BGH, I. 11, 
dele · ~· 1:n 111a. 111"~Pl' '~l'oplrn.m! P . 380, l. 11, ·n;ad. cen.sr.<1. P. l11'rn 1. ti ,,.,•,ul 
L;: lm:-ilt:.rj :Llld iii lrn(,o ride di~covm't-'.d l1y tlw 1Lntl1ol' i11 La. Cli'L)LtQ. ' i 
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